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~ DR. BERNARDO BENES 
e< 
S Office: 1801 S.W. 1st Street Residence ; 1.6 6 6 Ba y Dr i v e 
~ 
C; 	 Miarni , Fla . 33 135 Miami Beach , Fla . 33141 

Tel. : (305) 642 .... 2440 Tel. : (305) 864-1476 ~ 
S 
~ 
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PERSONAL DATA : 

Date of Birth : December 27 , 1934 

Place of Birth : Matanzas , Cuba 

Height : 5 1 11 " 

Weight: 200 lbs . 

1'1arital Status : Married 


Three children 

Citizenship : U , S. Citizenship Slnce August 1969 


EDUCATION : 

Havana University (Cu1.a) ; Doctor in Law , 1951-1956 
~ertified Public Accountant , 1951-1956 

American Savings and Loan Institute : Savings and Loan Courses 

University 	of Miami : Taxation Courses 

LANGUAGES : 

English 

Spanish 

Yiddish ( Understand) ' 


~RESEN~ POSITION ; 

Vice-Chairman of the Board - Continental National Bank of Miami 

! ..: 
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WORK EXPERIENCE: 

February 1976 to present ; Vice-Chairman of the Board ? 
Continental National Bank of Miami 

1960 to February 1976 : 	 Vice President , Washington Federal 
Savings and Loan Association of Miamí Beach 

For ten years , responsible for all Branch Operations , Savings 
Operations , Accounting , Security and all Mortgage a~tivity 
for Latin American customers . For five years, in charge of 
the Mortgage Loan Department . Director of Training Programs 
for Latin American Savings and Loan Executives in conjunction 
with the Alliance for Progress , a program sponsored by the 
U,S . Department of State . (In this capacity trained over 
350 Latin American and African Savings and Loan Executives, 
and helped t o draft legislation on Savings and Loan in 
several countries) . Have met with the Presidents of Chile, 
the Dominican Republic , Nicaragua , Panama and Paraguay . 
Have attended many Interamerican Savings and Loan Conferences 
as a United States delegate . 

Responsible for contractual arrangements between Washington 
Federal Savings a¿d Loan Association and theAgency for 
International Developmeh t of the Department of State , to 

' supervise the Administrators of the Housing Investment 
Guaranty Program in Latin America . 

Latin Ame~ican Consultant for Jefferson National Bank of 
Miami Beach during association with Washington Federal 
Savings and Loan Association of Miami Beach . 

President of Institute of Development Consultants , Inc . 

1956 to 1960 : 	 Junio~ Associate of Dr . Ramon Zaydin y Marquez 
Sterling's Law Firm - Havana , Cuba 

1959 to 1960: 	 Legal Counsel for the Accounting Department of the 
Treasury Department of Cuba . Specialized in legal 
problems on internal and external Cuban Governmen t 
debts . 
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" WORK EXPERIENCE (cont ' d . ): 

j 
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1958 to 1960 : Secretary to the National Association of Knitted 
e( Textile Manufacturers - Havana , Cuba 
~ 
~ 
&:; 1958 to 1960 : 	 Secretary to the Association of Tourist Merchants ­

Havana , Cuba~ 
fi 

" 1958 t o 1960 : Legal Counsel for the Patronato de la Casa de la 
Comunidad Hebrea de Cuba .. 

BOOKS WRITTEN : 

"Capital en las Sociedades Anonimas" (Capital in Corporations) . 
1957 . First prize - "Angel C . Betancourt" to the best book on 
legal matters , sponsored by the Cuban National Bar Association . 

"Asociaciones de Ahorros y Prestamos en los Estados Unidos y su 
Aplicacion en la America Latina " (Savings and Loan Associations 
in the United States and its Application to Latin America) . 
1964. First Spanish book written on the subject , under contract 
with the Agency for International Development of the U . S . Department 
of State . Published oy the Agency for International Developmen t 
and the Interamerican DevelQpment Bank . 

Co-Author of " A Survey of New Home Financing Institutions in 
Latin America (The Savings and Loan Experience)". Prepared for 
The Center fo~ Housing, Building and Planning Department of 
Economic acd Social Affairs , United Nations , New York . 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION: 

Commissioner - Florida Commission of Human Relations 
Founder and Pas t Pre~ident - Cuban Hebrew Corigregation of Miami 
National Board Member - Big Brothers 01 America 
Board Member and Vice Presiden t - Big Brothers of Greater Miami 
~oard Member and Vice Presiden t - United Fund of Dade County 
Founder and Chairman - Latin American Division of the United Fund 
Chairman - CINTAS FUND", United Fund 
Board Member - Welfare Planning Council of Dade County 
Founder , Board Member and Presiden t - Comprehensive Health Planning 

Counci l of South Florida 
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e< " COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION (Cont'd . ) : 
o 

~ Chairman - Ad Hoc Committee on Health Services for Spanish speaking 
e< population of Dade County
8 Founder and Board Member - Adminístratíon of Crimínal Justíce ~ ¡:;; . 

" 

Coordinatíng Councí l 
;a Founder and Board Member - Greater Miami Coalition 
fi Chairman - Ad Hoc Committee on Services for Spanish speaking 

population of Dade County - Greater Miami Coalition 
Founder - "Accion" Community Agency - Ad Hoc Committee ; Greater 

Miami Coalition 
Board Member - Mental Health Foundation 
Board Member - American Jewish Congress 
Board Member - American Friends of the Hebrew University ln 

Jerusalem 
Board Member - American Jewish Committee 
Executive Board - Anti-Defamation League 
Charter Board Member - Board of Trustees of the Florida Interna­

tional University Foundation , Inc . 
Board Member - Latin America Advisory Board - City of Miami Beach 
Past Board Member - Greater Miami Jewish Federation 
Founder and Chairman - Operacion Medico Amigo 
Chairman - City of Miami Commission to study the building of a 

new 	Baseball Stadrum 
Member - Florida Region Board of Governors of the National 

Conference of Christians and Jews , Inc . 
Chairma n - School Volunteer Program , Dade County 
Board Member - Florida Home in Washington 
Founder , Secr~tary and Director - United Way International , Inc ., 

Washington , D . C . (a subsidiary o f United Way of America) 
Nationa l President (1978 ) - American Health Planning Association 

OTHER ACTIVITIES : 

l . 	 Lecturer to U . S . civic organizatio~s on the Cuban situation . 
2. 	 Founder and Chairman of the Snack Bar which operated from 

De c e m be r 1 , 1 9-65 t o De c e m be r 1 , 1 96 7 a t t h e O p a Lo c k a 
Air·por t a t the a rr i val of the " Fr eedom Fli gh ts 11 from Cub a . 
Over 10 0 ,000 Cuban refugees were recipients of this service . 

3 . 	 Have been cooperating with the United Hias Service in help­
ing Cuba n refugees solve different problems . 

4 . 	 Have helped find employment for over 1, 000 Cuban refugees . 
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OTHER ACTIVITIES (Con t I d . ) : 

5 . 	 For six months maintained a program for 2half hours a 
week on WQBA Radio Station for the benefit of the Cuban 
population of Miami. 

6. 	 Assist many public and private agencies in Dade County on 
how these agencies can bes t serve the Spanish-American 
community in the United States . 

7 . 	 Actively participated in the preparation of articles on Cuban 
refugees for national news media such as Fortune Magazine, 
Life Magazine , The New York Times , NBC , BBC of London and 
others . ~ 

8 . 	 Organized support among the Latin American population of 
Miami on behalf of the State of Israel during the Six Day 
War of 1967 . 

9. 	 As founder and Coordinator of Operacion Medico Amigo , assisted 
the Government of Nicaragua to evaluate its needs 'in the 
Social Service field . Two professional Cuban Social Workers 
were invited by the First Lady of Nicaragua to do this work , 
which was highly praised by the United Nations . AIso 
organized a group to go to Peru to help the earthquake 
victims . 

10 . Co-sponsor of the idea of creating Latin Quarters in the 
heavily Cuban-populated areas of Dade County . 

11, Have been spokesman for the Cuba n Exile population in 
problems that have aris~n in the community . 

12, 	 Sponsor oi a Forum of t he best political talents oi the 
Cuban Exile colony throughout the world to evaluate the Cuban 
situation . 

13, 	 Organized.many different iund-raising campaigns to help the 
needy , particularly Cuban Exiles in Miami . Organized a 
campaign to raise funds to buy prosthetic devices for 
invalids (" Help Them to Live") . 

14. 	 Have acted as liaison with different Federal Agencies as well 
as Congress , in various occasions where Cuban matters have 
been discussed and acted upon . 

15, 	 Sponsor of the Committee for the Memorial to honor the men 
w h o die d in t h .~ B a y o f P i g sinvas i"o n • 

16 . Delegate to tfie 1971 White House Conference o n Youth . 

l· 7 . . F o u n d e r o f t h e Un i t e d Fu n d o f Pan a m a, 1 9 7 2 . 

18, Raised funds for the victims of the earthquake in Managua , 


Nicaragua , December 1972 . 
19 . Liaison between Public Authorities and the Cuban community 

in preparation oi two National Political Conventions in 1972 . 
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OTHER ACTIVITIES (Cont'd .. ) : 
, ' " t:< o a 20 . 	 Spo n sored a pilat projec t for a self-help approach for 

::a housing for blacks in Dade Coun t y ~ t:< 
2 1 . Actively par t icipated in the passing of Bonds issued fors 

~ the City of Miami " Parks for People l1 and th'e Dade County

z:; 

"Decade of Progress ll 
, 1972 . 


~ 22 . In general , have received recognition from different agencies ,
s 
¡;, 	 among them t he U . S . Cuban Refugee Program under the Depar t ment 

of Health , Education and Welfare , for involvement in 
community affairs . • 

23 . Received Honorary Degree "Doctor of Science in Human Rela t ions" , 
Biscayne College, 1973 . 

24 . Received Claude Pepper Award for outstanding contribution 
to the delivery of health services in Dade County (1973 ). 

25 . United Nations - Appointed to a five-member Task Force t o 
prepare a recommendation to the General Assembly on the 
establishment of the International Habita t & Human Settlements 
Foundation . 

26 . Adjunct Associate Professor of t he Department of Architecture 
of the University of Miami . 

27, 	 HUD - App o inted by the Secretary of HUD to a national Task 
Force on Federal Housing Administratio n, 1977 . 

28. 	 Initiated conversations with th e Cuban Government in 1978 
which r esulted i n 'the freedom of 3 , 600 political prisoners , 
and e s t a b lished the Reu~ification of the Cuban Fa~ily Pr o gram 
for those Cubans who live ln t he Island and those who live 
in rhe United States . 

29 . Ins t rumental for the move of the Sha of Iran from t he United 
States to ·Panama . 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

June 11 , 1982 

I 

TO : 
" 

MICHAEL ~~~R 
1'1, " .'-\ : 

FROM : ROGER FONT{\\..~t 

Your memo to Anne Higgins • 
forwards State ' s suggested 
response to the inc omi ng letter . 

,· 
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NATIO NAL SECURITY CO UN CIL 

MEMORANDU.M FOR ANNE HIGGINS 


FROH : . MICHAEL O. WHEELER 

SUBJECT : Mrs. Reagan 's Response to Letter Regard~ng 
Cuban Po l itic a l Prisoners 

At Tab A is a State- prepared , NSC - approved letter for 
Mr s. Reagan ' s signature i n reply to Mrs. Abraham vda ~ de 
Bo itel 's letter regarding Cuban po litical prisoners (Tab C) . 

The State Department has sent a full reply to Mrs. Abraham 
vda . de Boitel discussing the U. S . program for Cuban ex-political 
prisoners (Tab B) . 

Attachments 
Tab A NSC-approved response for Mrs . Reagan ' s signature 
Tab B Incorning letter 
Tab C State Department letter 
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Dear Mrs. Abraham vda. de Boitel: 

Thank you for your 1etter of May 11 ln which you 

request my assistance in securing parole status for 

Cuban political prisoners. 1 share your wish to 

see these prisoners united with their families from 

whorn they have been separated for so long. 

A prograrn to bring Cuban ex-political prisoners 

into the United States as refugees has recently been 

announced and 1 arn asking the Departrnent of State 

to give you all the details. 

1 hope that your efforts to assist these prisoners 
. 

will be fully rewarded and crowned with success., 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Reagan 

O Mrs. Abraharn vda. de Boitel 

776, N.W. 2nd Street, Apt. #2, 


Miarni, Florida. 
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Hay 24 , 1982 0 

Mr . Roger Fo ntaine 
L~tin American Department 8215067National Security Council 
The \/hite Hous e 
Washi ngt on D. C. 20506 

Dear Mr . Fo ntaine: 

I am sendin g you a copy of a letter sent to Nanc y Reag~n by several 
Cuban women ( inc l uding myself) . Our ob ject is to pbtain pa~ole visa 
status for Cuban polit ica l pri s oners.We are asking Mrs . Reagan for 
the opportunity t o personally r equest her assistance in this endeavo ~~ 

\'¡ e a r e pr es ently try ine a personal arr anee interview \II'ith }'lrs oReagan 
so as to r equ e s t h e r ass i s t a nc e in a c quirin g the n ecessary visas for 
all thes e poli~ical pri son ers. • 

We u r ge y ou t o s u pport us in our attempt to procure Mrs . Reagan's 

inte r cession \" ith h er husban d ,in thp hope of ending the suffering 

of men who l ost t heir personal f r eedom whi l e struggling for the 

freedom of many. 


Thank you i n advance, 

Sincerely yours, 

'.'~' t d íI J/
.¿/t;~d<-I/~j~~/Jn IJlc¿k. 

A./Í lfl-/j~ it-tl~4.z-1~ 
Leticia Arriba Duquesa de Amblada 
Wirl ow Ma~iuis de T iedra 
~ . /1<...;0 S;W. 12 th S treet apt - ,5 

Miami, Florida JJ1JO . 

Phone- J05- 858 - 6050 

http:prisoners.We
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. May 11 , 1982 

Mrs . Nancy Reagan 
The í-'Jhi te Hous'e 
Washington D.C. 205 06 

Dear Mrs . Reagan : 

1 am writing on behalf of the Relatives of the Cuban political 
pr i sione rs, that are still in Cuban Jails and of the Cuban ex ­
poli t ical prisioners who are suffering from extremely diff i cult 
economic , social and political conditions in that Country . 
1 addres s you f r om the perspective of the g reat pain that 1 su­
ffer athaving lost my son Pedro Luis Boitel Abrahamwho died in 
a Cuban prison a f ter demost r ating g r eat Ch r istian heroism. In add ­
ition to t h e pain c aused by this los s , I also feel that of the re ­
latives of Cuban s who are presently imprisoned . Together with them 
I would like t o Expr es s by fervent desire that the y be released . 

We believe that there are certain measures that must be taken and 
these of c o urse will depend on the good faith and willingness of 
the United S t atesGovernment r t0 expedite thei r release . The major 
one consist o f granting entry to the United States· (through parole 
visa sta t us ) to t hose Cuban prisoners for whom a r elease frem the 
Cub an jai l s can be obtained . Many of these prisoners include the 
"plantado s" oro those individuals who r efuse to accept and adapt 
the appressive dictates of Castrds regime . These courageous ' men 
are in . sev e r al Cuban prisons which include Boniato in Santiago 
de Cuba , Combinado del Este in Havana , Kilo 7 in Camaguey, Cinc o 
y Medi o i n P i nar Rio , Guanajay and o thers . 

When one of these prisoners completes his sentence and is freed he 
does not find in Cuba' s societ y th2 support that he needs too sur ­
v ive . Instead , he i~ considere d and treated as a counter revolutio­
~~ry and enemy of the politic al system of that country . 
Either as a result of these i deological difference or because o: 
fear of be i ng ac c used of protecting an enemy of the Castro regime 
these expoli ti c a l prisone r s ar e not g iven an y kind of assistance , 
employme n t , etc. This is the main reason behind our request that 
pri s oners be h~lped to leave Cuba . Many oi their families a~d =e­
latives are U. S . citizens , a factor that should contribute to su­
ppo rting our request fo r granting of parole status t o these p r i ­
soners,~ 

We appeal to your humane sesibility and kind heart that you jnter­
cede wi th y o u r hus band President Reagan on behalf of these indivi ­
duals who afte r having suffered the ho r rible condi t ions of Ca s tro's 

.. jails must upon their r := léas e e ndu r '3 ;~r<,~ ~: pl 07ment , unavailability 
of food and she lte r. And " l! "''¡ ' .." h I 0 ~.. .~ ... .:lT"ln r-nn c:; r- "I nt- o VnnC:; l1 t'p r n 
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political eneml es. 

For the purpose of formally requesting your assistance with this 

matter , I am asking that you grant myself and the Cuban women 

whose names follow a pe r sonal hear ing : 


Mr s . Be r nar dina Montero- Duque , Mother od Br igada 2506 prisoner 

Ricardo Montero Duque who is comp l yi ng wi th thi r ty years sentence, 

Mrs. Maria Elena Teste de Armas , wife of Carlos ArmasEstevez who 

was a ccused of being a member of the ClA a nd setenced to thirty 

years , Mrs . Ba rbara Pardo Mazor r a - the sister of Cuban poet and 

intellectual Angel Enrique Pardo Mazorra who is comp~eting a 

thi r ty years sentence at Bo niato prison , also the former Cuban 

political prisoners Aleja Sanchez Piloto and Concepcion Abella ­

both of whom suffered during sixteen years the horrifying cala ­

mities and c onditions of Castro·s jails . 


Also the following relatives of ex- prisoners namel y - Mrs. Emilia 

Luzarraga de Fe r nande z wife of ex - prisoner Dr . Lino Bernabe Fer ­

nandez who wa s jai l ed for 16 year s . Dr . Rosa Casuso- dauther of 

Dr . En rique Cas us o and sister of e x- p r iso ne r Enrique Casus o Pérez 

(who was i mp risioned for 15 years for being membe r oí the infil ­

tration team of Brigade 2506 . We will accompained as an sponsor 

the grea t Cuban Lady Doña Leticia de Ar r iba Duc hess de Amblada , 

widow of the Marquis. de Tiedra . 


Pleas e f o rgive me for the lenght of this letter and permit me to 

express my apprec iation for you r ·c onsideration of this important 

request . As we awwa i t your r esponse , l pray for your personal well 

being a s wel¡ as that of your husband and the continued succ ess of 

our gove r nment and nation . 


Sincerely yours , C7Ú~ ~-!l~~ 
, -j¿!@(2, l2~kn z¡~d.lJo~ !JlfJ L!J¿/é4I~ 

Mrs . Clar a Abraham Vda . de Boitel. Mrs . Leticia de Arriba,Duquesa 
" 7"76 N. ~\1 . 2nd 1 S t. Ap t. # 2 de Amblada Vda , del Mar ques de 
Mi~f , Fl . 33125 Tied ra . 

1 80 S . W. 12th, St . Apt . # 5 
Miami , Fl. 33130 

-. 
Nebry ~blK. Sllf. 01 ~ 

l{. Co.mmiu ~ ,.. t _ _ · __ ...... . . ._ 
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HOPING TO BE RECEIVED BY THE FIRST LADY Of 
THE UNITED STATES, NANCY REAGAN•. 
CUSAN WOMEN WANTTO·REQUEST VISAS fOR 

.CUBAN POLITICAL PRISONERS. ' 


May 11, 19~2 


Mrs. Nancy Reagan 

.The White House' 


Washington, D.C. 20506. 


Dear M~. Reagan: 

We a~e writing on behalf of the Relotives of Ine Cuban politicol prisQners, thot ore still in Cuban Jails ond of the'­
Cuban ex-political prisoners who are sufferiRg from extremely difficult, economic, social and political condítions ;n ihat 
Country. We oddress you from the p'erspedive of Ihe greatpain thatwe suffered at having lost our son Pedro Luis 
Boitel Abraham who died in Q Cuban prison aHer demonstrating'great Christian heroism. In addifion to tne poio­

,	éaused by this 105s, we olso feel that of tne relatives of Cubons who ore presently imprisoned. Togefher wifh them Y'ffl 

would like to express our tervent desire that they be releosed. 

We believe thot there are certain meosures that must be token and these of course will depend on the goód foith ond . 
willingness of the United States Government to expedite their release. The mojor one cc¡nsists oí granting. entry to the 
Ur:ited States (through parole visa status) lo those Cuban prisoners for whom a release·from the Cuba" joils con be 
obtoined. Mony of these prisoners ¡nelude tha " plantados" or those individuals who refuse to accept and adapt :he· 
oppressive dictates of Castro' s regime. These courageous men are-in several Cuban prisons wbich inelude Boniato in 
Scmtiogo de Cubo, Combinado del Este .in Hovonoi Kilo 7 in Camaguey, Cinco y.Medio irr Pinar Rio, .Guanajay and · 
otners.. 	 . 

Whenoneof these prisoners completes his sente~e' and is freed we believe 'he 'does nof find in Cuba's society the . 
support that n'e needs. to survive. Insteod, he·is considered' cnd. treated as a countenevolutionary and enemy of the ' 
political system of that country. Either as a ·resultof these ideological difference-or ,because-oHear of being accusedof 

. protecting- an enemy of the Castro regime these expolitical 'prisoners are not give'n any kind' 01 ossistance, employm(!n t, 
etc. This is the main reason behind our request ~hat ' prisoners be helped to leove Cuba. Many of their families and 
relatives .are- U;S. citizens, a factor-that should contribute to supporting our request tor gr!Jnting of parole status lo 
lhese prisoners_ . . 

We appeal to' 'rJur humane sensibility cnd kind heort that you intercede,,!,ithyour husbond President Reagan on 
behalf of thesa individuals who· after having' suffered ,tne. horrible conditions of Castro' s jails must upon' tneir' releosc.' 
endure unemployment, . unavailability of fooa ana shelter. and unstable-future 'and constant exposure lo political 
enemies. 

For·the-purpose-oHormally reque,sting your assistance with·this motter, I am asking that you grant myself ond th.· 
Cubon women whase- names follo;'" a personal hearing: ' 

Mn. SemardinaM~ntero-Duque. Mother of Brigada 2506 prison~r·Ricardo'Montero· Duque who is complying witfo 
. thiny years. sentence; Mrs: Maria Elena Teste de Armas, wife of Carlos ArmasEsle'leZ' who was accused of being a 

. . 	member of the CIA and'sentenced. to thirty yean, Mrs. Barbara Pardo Mazorra'- the sister of Cuban poet and 
intellectu.ol Angel Enrique Pardo'Mazorra who is completing a tnirty'yeors.sentence at Boniato prison, also Ihe formel' 
Cuban political prisoners Aleja Sonchez Piloto and Concepcion Abello-- both of whom suffered during sixteen yeors 
the horrifyinqcclomities and 'conditions-oE Ca5trO'$ jails. . ­

Also the following, relatives oi e%..p~isonérs namely - M;s. Emilia luzarraga' de: Fernandez wire of ex-prisoner Dr. tino 
Bemobe Femandez-who was jailed: fer 16 years_ Dr. Rosa Cosuso":- daughter óE- Dr. Enrique Casuso ond sister of ex· 
prisoner Enrique-Cesuso Pérez (who was imprisoned for 15 years for being member oE the infiltration team' oE Brigade 
2506. We will accompanied: as. en sponsor the. great Cubon lady Doña Letida de' Arriba Duchess de Amblada, widow 
of the Marquis de Tjedra; , . 

Pleose forgive me for the length 'of this letter and permit me lo ~xpress my: appreciation for your consideration of this 
important request;'As we·AW<lityour response, I proy for your personal well being os well os that of your husbond 
and the continued success,of our government ond nation. . . 

5incerely yours, 

-5¿~ 'ab/hw -1/~dlJoé/i¿ 
Mrs. Clara Abraham Vda. de Boitel.· id: " ()~...

776 N.W. 2nd, Sto Apt. # 2 . . - ¡J 
Miami, F133125 ~ P.(¿. /

C7 , , - " ­

~!' ~tJ It,/~I de f/ir;bJcJ~~.
,o, ~~ I } . Mrs. Leticia de Arriba, Duquesa 

Notary Public,State ofFlorida de Amblanda Vda. del Marques de Tiedra. 
My Commission Expires Oct. 1, 1985 180 S.W. 12th, St. Apt. #5 
Bonded rhru Troy Fain Insurance Inc. Miami, Fl. 33130 

http:intellectu.ol
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Junc 7, 1982 

-f,frs. Clara Abraham vda. de Boitel 
776 N.W. 2nd Street, Apt. 12 
·Miami, Florida 33130 

Dcar Mrs. Abranam vda. de Eoitel: 

Mrs. Reagan has asked the Dcpartrnent oE state 

to respond to your lctter of M~y 11 conccrning ~cur 


request for parolc into the Vnltcd states of Cuban 

political prisoners. He fully apprcciate your coneern 

for thc plight oE thesc prisoncr~ who have becn incar­
ceratcd under terrible conditions ior so many years. 

Tbe release oE political prisoners ls an impcrtant 

ebjective Ol: the U.S. human rights policy in Cuba 

as elsewhere in·the world. 


The Un i ted Sta tes alreadY" hus a p·rogr arn to adni t 
up te 3,000 refugees trom the Latin American Q~ea. 
This group ~onsists of current and former political 
prisoners, refugees in life threatening ' situations, 
and ~he irnmediate relativas of previously admitted 
refugees still"halding tbat status. An ongolng review 
of United States Government policy toward Cuban refugees 
delayed the implementation of the program until now. 
~hat review ls completed and we are now procedlng 
with the implementation of the programe 

While present relations between our countries 

do not permit us to conduct a refugee prograrn within 

Cuba at this time, former palitical prisoners outside 

af Cuba are eligible far the programe He estimate 

sorne 175 to 200 former prisoners wi11 be affected, 

primarily in Costa Rica and Spain. They will be 

accompanied_ by sorne 400 to 500 ·relatives. Before 

they can bé admitted, however, they must be able 

to prave that they were jailed in Cuba for a 90litical 

offense, that they are nat firmly resettled in the 

country of first asylum, and that they are otherwise 


-admissible to the Unit~d S~ates. All applicants 
. will be interviewed by thc Immigeation and N~turali2ation 
Service which will make the final deci~ion regarding 
their admission. 

.. - .> 




\ 

These refugees will be sponsorcd by family mcmbers, 
friends, or other concerned partiese Thcy will not 
be placed in camps. They will be admitted as refugees 
and will receive the sam~ fcderul bcnefits available 
to all other refugees. 

Meanwhile, pIcase rest assured that the United 
States Governrnent will continua to do everything 
possible through diplomatic channels to encourage 
the Cuban governmcnt to release all remaining political 
prisoners in Cuba. We will also continue to review 
programs for the resettlemen~ of these people after 
their release frcm priscn. Finally, we will not forget 
the ex-political prisoners in Cuba. 

Sincerely, . ~ 

ht¿~/J!ld7t;ZJ~A,U¡dz¿
t-1yles R/R. Frcchc t te 
Directqr 
Office ' of Cuban Affairs 

I 
I 

. 

_., A." ~__~_--------~~=-
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WRHC BUILDING 

2260 S.W. 8TH STREET 

MIAMI , FLA. 33135 

PHONE: 541-3300 

i r Roger Fontaine. 

~he White House. 

a 
~ 
¡:; 

¡ear Mr Fontaine: 
Just a fev lines to send you copy of the Miami Herald's article regarding 
the work I do and the station • vork for. 
I beleive it viII be of interest to you because it shows that the position 
ve have is share by the majority of the cuban eXiles, that do listen and 
support us ~nd of course my position and our position is very clear, no 
relations with Castro, a free cuba. 


I hope it will be of use tor your vork. 

~t/;A~!l/~ " 

Tomas Reg;¡:~ . 

~ ,... . .....:: ¡t.:"f.'. 
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. """ n ro statlmr 

~oes ahead~ quickly 

" B~LlZ BALMASEDA 

H~d StaffWriter 
~he phones don ' t stop; their 

lijfJts flicker, vying for recognition 
li& Iittle hands in a classroom. 
~iAdelante! ¡Rapidito!" . says the 

nfftn on the air, "Go ahead! Quick~ 
¡tit' . ' 
"grhe voices on the other end of 
tl1l line share a common sentiment: 
an anti-Castro, anti-communism, 
anti-anythin g- that-smells-of -Cas­
tro-and-communism sentimen t. 
Mostly they are voices of working­
c1ass Cubans who revere radio an­
nouncers the way sorne people loo k 
up to great military leaders. 

This time it's sorne housewife 
from Hialeah or somebody's aunt in 
Carol City who's be en waiting a1l 
morning Cor the moment , when 
somebody would say , "Helio. You 
are on the air. " 

This is a snapshot of WRHC­
Cadena Azul, a Ceisty Little Havana 
radio station which has a single Cor­
mat: Blast Fidel Castro Crom sunup 
to sundown. 

But don 't question success. This 
daytime station, f<ir the third con­
secutive rating period, reaches 
more listeners than any other in 
Dade County, a new sUrvey report 
shows. And that's more than any 
other station in either Spanish or 
English. . 

"iAdelante. ¡Rapidito!" says host 
Armando Perez Roura. 

But this woman, she can't believe 
it, she keeps asking if she is on the 
air now, alter she's waited tor God 
knows how long. She doesn't really 
have anything to say, just that she 
listens to this show every day and 
loves Armando Perez Roura and his 
guest, who is Cuban militant Tony 
Cuesta, an\Í prays to Our Lady, The 
Virgin of Regla, each night so their 
cause - The Cause - will one day 
overcome. 

Her call, though justr<i"'Íifrur in 
the vast galaxy of WRHC listeners, 
is greatiy appreciated. Perez Roura 
thanks her. Tony Cuesta, thanks 
her. Actually, the whole staff of 
WRHC-Cadena Azul thanks her. 

It's people like her who have 
made the station No. 1, according to 
the most trusted barometer of radio 
listenershi p. 

Numero Uno in any language 


The Arbitron radio survey tor the 
period March 19 through June 10 
shows that WRHC (AM 1550) re­
ceived a 9.4 rating, compared to a 
7.6 for the longtime No. 1 station ­
and Spanish-Ianguage rival 
WQBA (AM 1140). 

This means that at any given 
time roughly 200,obo listeners were 
tuned in to WRHC - about 60,000 
more than were listening to the 
leading English-Ianguage station, 
WNWS (AM 790), which features 
news and talk shows. 

The call letters and name oC the 
statlon are those oC one which used ' 
to operate in Cuba. RHC stands tor 
"Radio Havana Cuba" and Cadena 
Azul (Blue Network) was the net­
work oC the station. 

WRHC-Cadena Azul, Miami­
style, ptays no hit-parade music. It 
has no contests to give away cash. 
It -broadcasts just news and com­
mentary, immoderate editorials and 
uncensored diatribes - always 
aimed at Castro or his supporters. 

Risk pays off 

In the October-November 1979 
rating period, the station's first test 
period as an all-news station, 
WRHC leaped into second place. It 
nearly doubled the rating it had 
heId as a half-religious. halt-Span­
ish-Ianguage station. 

The latest Arbitron~y 
showed WRHC with a 9.4 
rating, compared to a' 7.6 
for the longtime No. 1 
station and 
Spanish-language rival 
WQBA. At any given time 
roughly 200,000 listeners · 
were tuned in - about 
60,000 more than to the 
leading English-language 
station, WNWS. 

The next Arbitron rating perlod 
carne during the months of the Mar­
iel boatlift. WRHC took the lead 
with a 9.5 to WQBA's 7.9, aJthough 
WQBA dropped Its entertainment 
programming in favor of news dur­
ing the boatlift. (The Birch Report, 
another ' radio survey, still shows 
WQBA as the dominant station in 
the Miami market.) 

WRHC was the first Latin all­
news station in the area. lt was a 
risk, says general manager Salva­
dor Lew, "but we took it." 

"We" is eight local Cuban busi­
nessmen who make up the Radio­
centro Corp. 

Inslde Radio, a t:-ade publication 
tor broadcasters, says in its March 
1981 issue: "Mi ami is the largest 
market in the country to have a No. 
1 facility that is a daytimer. Strong 
listener loyalty." 

Strong listener loyalty is what 
makes Lew smile. 

In Cuba, he was a lawyer who 
dabbled in politics as an anti-Batista 
and later an anti-Castro activist. 
When he arrived in Miami in 1961, 
he started his own talk show ','to , 
bother Mr. Castro a little." "The 
Voice of the People," as it was 
called. was broadcast on the former 
Spanish-language WMIE, predeces­
sor of WQBA. 

In the late 1960s, Lew became 
general news director ot La Cubani· 
sima ("The most Cuban," WQBA's 
nickname). In November 1973, he 
and seven others bought WRIZ for 
$850,000. Ayear later, the st~on 
was renamed WRHC. ~ 

~ ...-­
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Welcome too 'Stilts~ 
_ Five years ago, the station was 

moved from a cramped studio in the 

Marti Theater of Little Havana to a 

modern office complex at 2280 SW 

Eighth Street, where WRHC rents 

the third floor. 


With its towers in "Stiltsville," 

six miles out in Biscayne Bay, 

WRHC broadcasts with a modest 


10,000 watts ol power. Recently, 
the Federal Communications Com­
mission gave the management per­
mlssion to broadcast aH night be­
ginning in October, although at the 
reduced power of 250 watts. 

With a full-time Washington bu­
reau, WRHC also employs a string 
of correspondents from sueh places 
as El Salvador, Spain, Costa Rica 
and Chile_ 

Station news director Tomas Re­
galado Jr. has been to Afri~a four 
times to do documentanes on 
Cuban Intervention in Angola. He 
interviewed Jonas Savimbi, the 
head of the National Union for the 
Total Liberation of Angola 
(UNITA). . 

He keeps the tapes of the inter­
view inside a desk drawer and 
knows just the place in._the reel 
where Savimbi introduces him in 
Portuguese to a throng of foHowers 
as a journalist from an "emisora po­
lentísima" - a very powerful radio 
station. 

Close connections 
Two weeks ago, Regalado flew 

to El Salvador for an interview 
with Jose Napoleon Duarte, presi­
dent of the ruling junta. Later, he 
interviewed Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat at Blair House in 
Washington. "And in September," __ 
he says, "1 will interview [Mena- ­
chem] Begin in Washington." 

• He calls Jamaican Prime Minister 
Edward Seaga "Eddie" and explains 
that "he is a personal friendo He 
calied me the day he got elected." 

Regalado, 32, has a boyish _face, 
-often wears guayabera shirts to 
work and always looks busy, al­
though never too busy tolisten to 
someone who stops by with a news 
tipo He is a sort of celebrity ~n Latin 
Miami. They caJl him Tomaslto. 

His journeys to faraway lands 
don't always produce objective sto­
ries. In fact, as does most of his 
staft, he openly uses WRHC as a ve­
hiele to combat communism. In the 
Angola story, he denounced the do­
ings of Fidel Castro. In his Seaga 
coverage, he tried to show solidari­
ty against former Jamaican Prime 
Minlster Michael Manley, a leftist. 

And when other local media 
were sending reporters to Mariel 
harbor during the boatlift, WRHC 
didn't go beyond Key West. The 
management refused to land on 

Cuban soil. "\ ­

Uncensored tirades 
There are few rules at WRHC. 

There's no -screening process for 
telephone caJls, no three-second 
delay. What you hear is an unre­
strained, uncensored barrage of 
commentary. When the Rev. Manu­
el Espinosa - a one-time Castro 
sympathizer turned enemy - used 
to deliver his periodic tirades de­
nouncing "communist infiltrators" 
in Miami, the station disregarded 
potential defamation charges and 
put Espinosa right on the airo 
• Regalado and Lew agree there is 

only one ¡;eal rule at Cadena Azul: 
"You can't defend Fidel here," says 
Regalado. Castro is referred to as 
dictador or tirano - dictator or ty­
rant - not as president of Cuba. 

Back on the air with Perez 
Roura, there's a good example of 
how this philosophy is implement­
ed. Instead of saying there are only 
a couple of minutes lett in the 
show, he uses this approach: "Time 
talls upon us like an implacable ty­
rant." 

His guest Tony Cuesta says, "But 
'"not a tyrant as bad as FideJ." . 

Bathing in compassion 
The callers seem to love this kind 

oC talk and, even more, they love 
the opportuníty to engage in it. 

They don't stop. The callers are 
concerned about Cuesta, whose life 
was threatened recentIy by a gun­
man who entered his apartment and 
shot his bodyguard. After the inci­
dent, his landlord served him with 
an eviction notice. So here he was, 

on WRHC, bathing in the compas­
sion of Cuban listeners: 

"One dollar from e~ery Cuban. so 
Tony Cuesta can have tl waterfront 
home. . . Tony C~sta, 1 will sleep 
on the floor tonight so you can have 
my bed." 

Such displays of patriotic fervor 
in the exile community are often 
heard on AM 1550. Friday, listeners 
collected more than $3,000 for the 
family of Norberto Perez, a 29­
year-old Cuban man who hid in the 
landing gear of a Mexicana jet fyl­
ing from Havana to Mexico Clty 
and failed to survive the trip. ­

His relatives turned to the people 
at WRHC. They sobbed on the air 
and asked for help. Regalado gener­
ated all kinds of donations. This 
kind of social work is also part of 
the WRHC mission. 

Staying on top 1 
For a station that has ro keted to 

the No. 1 slot, WRHC hasn't spent 
much money promoting itsel!. Pub­
licity costs, says Lew, have run "be­
tween $20,000 and $30,000" each 
year. But a1though the station 
hasn't needed ,a large promotiona) 
campaign to attract or keep Iisten­
ers, the publicity budget is being in­
creased to a "large figure, by more 
than 50 per cent," Lew said. 

"When you are on the top, you 
need to gaio more audience. lf you 
don't do it, you are makiog a mis­
take," he said. 

-The campaign means WRHC ads 
will be p)astered on sorne 300 Yel­
low Cabs around town and on the 
pages of local newspapers. The sta­
tion has also taken to broadcasting 
self-indulgent jingles and slogans 
more often. 

One of them is.especially clever: 
"Siempre nos puede encontrar a 

la derecha de su dial. " 
"You can always find us on the 

right side of your dial. " 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONA L SECUR ITY COUNCI L 

URGENT 

INFORMATION September 30 , 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN 

FROM : ROGER W. FONTAINE 

SUBJECT : Tirs/o del Junco 

.. 
Tirsio del Junco called me and said emphatically he wants 
to be on the Presidential Cornmission of Radio Marti . 

He specifically asked for your support . Are you interested 
in giving it? If so , the man in Pen James ' shop working 
on this list is Mike Farrell . 
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March 12, 1981 

M=. Rieha=d Allen 

The i-Jhi t.e Rouse 

Washi~sto~f D.C. 2050 0 
 .. 

Dear Diek: 

¡ ~~ enelosing he=ewith =or y our in=o~ation two recent news­

paper artieles relative to ~IS obiuscation of ü~ite¿ States air 

ways in the poteney cf their radio broadcasts. 


You may recall t.hat we have personally diseussed this matter 

be=ore. 


In addition to enelosing the newspaper artieles, ¡ ~~ also 
enelosins herewi t-l) a p=oposal on "Radio 2ree' Cuba" prepared by rny 
gooe friend Jorge Mas Canosa. Inci¿ently, 1 understand t-l)at Carlos 
Sa'man already dropped you a note relative to Jorge's potential 
contribution te our efforts. ¡ hope t-~at t~ese may be cf assistance 
to you. 

K~n¿est perscnal =egards, 
. '\ ,, 

' ­
]..7.., C].)._>mEI.¡'p.S 

AC.; ef 
ene. 

cC: ..Dr. Roge= ?on tai~e 

.. .' ~. -. (.,...;,,' ,,~ ~~. 

~~~~------------------------~ 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

DATE: Nov. l O, 1980 

RE: 	 Ra¿io ?:ee Cuba 

Project 


1) 	 A carefu11y prepared fact-fin¿ins project, conaucted 
with thousanas o: recent1v arrived C~ban refuoees has-
brought to the light the fo1lowing data: 

~ 

a ) 	 A level 0= widesprea¿ diseonte~t ane ¿isaODoint­
ment amongst the ?opülation that can t=~ly-be 
te~ed o: unp=ececented/ even in compa=ison to 
other erises in t!"le twenty one years o:: Corr.:uunism 
in 	Cuba. 

b) 	 ~~ eneouraging change o: attit~de within the 
members 0= the A=mea rorees (Offieers and soleiers 
alike) , who have shown sicns 0= sim~athy towards 

~. 

many ~ho wa~t to flee from C~ba. 

e) 	 There is evidence that the hitherto monolithical 
quali ty oí the Politieal ?ower Strueture no\.¡ shows 
symptoms of divisiveness and unrest, ...unmist~kable 
ereviees are appearing in the monolith. 

d) 	 There is now a marked desire within the Cuban popu­
lation to increase anti-gover~~ent aetivities oí a 
disruptive nature, which, however, falls short oÍ 
organize¿ sabotage owing to the effieiency oi the 
notorious repressive-te=ror apparatus of the regL~e. 

e ) 	 .~" ove=w~elming majority oÍ ~ne re::ugees coincides 
on the neeessi ty of a ve!1iele to st.L--nula te the laten'7:'. 
diseontent of the population, t~e most desirable mean 
.... 	 - , i ¡., .hi . , .......... , - . 
... 0 c.C'Comp~~ S.o ... ~ _ S ODJ ec ... ~ve, _.."ley concur, '.vou_c.. De 
through a powerful radio station. 

2 ) 	 Leverage must be tl1e key aLil in the i::ü~ial approae:l to tjp 
~urrer.~ C~ban_situation. Leveras: h~~ b:en , m~ssing f~~ a 
~ons t~me, ana as a eonse~~enee o: t~~s Qe=~c~eney, ?¡C:: 
Cas~=o feels f=ee to do as he ?leases, w~tni~ ane wit~eu~ 
C'..:ba, eor;.vi::cec. ~~at ~e can act with ~ot.al Í,;"TIpur;.it,y ==:::n 
all si¿es. 

\ 
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3 ) 	 ~ =ad~O station, broadcasting to t h e Cuban populatien, 
s hould be the ini~ial ste~ in reqaininc that lev eraa e,.. _.. 	 .. . 

ana, ?olitical l y , also to respon¿ encourasingl y to 
-~eJ. n i r n,'V.__ · mr--..1'-_iv~ ~e~l",.ó, O~DOS~~~'-_ -o C-s--ec. '-_ l s -e~,=,':"" l ~ mei O­..... . ••_':' ~ n .\". ~_ J. . 1,... ' 	 _ • 

4 ) T~is ?ro j ect must not be a secret one. 

(See back-up ?a?er ) 


5 ) 	 ?rofessional Cuban-exile personnel must be hired :or 
t~e pro;r~~~ins ~¡¿ administraticn of t h e p ro j ect. 

6 ) 	 .7;. liaison must exist betv¡een the ti . S. Gov er:-unen t and 
tne personnel oi the Ra¿io Station. 

7 ) 	 Assistance for this project ca~ also be obtainec f r om 
Central ~~e=ican sover~~ents, fig h tinS :0= the s~r­
vival o: their social ano poli tical sy s-:. ~";\s. 

8 ) 	 The ?rofessional format o: th e pres=~¡~i ns must be 

essentially directe¿ te inforw the Cuban people of 

those facts ano ne~s events that are kept from th~~ 


by the gover~~ent-controlled news media. 


9 ) 	 Several options are available for the launching o: 

the project, from the acgu isition oí an existing 

radio station in the South Florida area, to the 

establishment of a new one, either in South Flo=ida 

or abroad, in a friendly Central &üerican Country. 


10) 	 Radio Free Cuba must be a powerful radio station, 
wi th suf'ficient intensity 'Co cover the wnole of the 
Cuban territo~y in the A.M. ( long-wave ) frequency. 
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November 18, 1981 

Dr. Richard Allen ~&y
Director 
National Security Council 
The White House ~~~~ 
Washington, D.C. 20500 ~,1 A,~.; '1. ", ~,J}
Dear Dr. AHen, fA); r r 

The purpose of this letter is to thank you and thank the ~ .A~ 
administration for all you did for me. fV-

My name is Jose M Gonzalez and several years ago 1 began broadcasting , 
to Cuba under the name of Comandante David; 1 never said 1 was \~)( / _rJ-­
broadcasting from the United ·States and 1 used to give news and '\ L"L"- _.1 
commentaries to my people, the peop1e of Cuba. ~ ~~~ 

One day during the last administration 1 was arrested and accused " of ilegally broadcasting to Cuba, 1 was lucky the legal process ~.
estarted during the Reagan administration and was set free and the 
charges were dropped against me. 

The reason 1 am writing to you is because 1 know that you have ~"1 
information about the'work we did, withouth help and now with Radio 
Marti a lot of people have tálked about the impact we hado 

1 know also that some people are claiming responsability for what 
we did, 1 just want to tell you that this effort was done by me with 
the help of .Tomas Regalado a cuban exile journalist whom 1 beleive 
you have met or read some of his work. 

Nobody else can claim part of this effort, for it was a humble task 
of two people trying to bring the truth to the cuban people. 

Long before 1 was arrested the Cuban Affairs Office in the State 
Department and speci¿üly ~lr Miles Frechette knew what we were doing. 

1 will like to request a meeting with you when possible to explain 
how we did it and why it had that tremendous impact it hado 

~,d ru:~ 
)1'$M nzalez 

8 80 S.W. 51 STo 
Miami, Fla. 33165 
Phone # 595-8170 

JG:dg 



MEMORANDUM 


5455THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN 

SUBJECT: Radio Broadcasting to Cuba 

Al Haig has forwarded a package of materials dealing 
with the es·ta15lisnment of Radio Free Cuba (now referred 
to as- Radio Broadcasting to Cuba, or Radio Marti, after 
the founder of independent Cuba). He requests that a 
dec1sion be made on this so that the White House can 
announce it publicly sometime before the Gromyko visit 
on September 23. 

The bas.1.c recommendations of the Secretary (reflecting 
the work of an interagency group that has been intensively 
studying the issue oi broadcasting to Cuba)" are as follows: 

establish a private corporation under the aegis 
of the Department of State, on the analogy of 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, Inc. 

establish a Presidential Advisory Cornmission, 
primarily of knowledgeable individual s from the 
prívate ~ector, to undertake detailed planning 
for broadcasting to Cuba; . 

-
seek funding of up to $10 million for the first 
year of operation (to decline to approximately 
$8 million in subsequent years!. 

-We are in the process of screening candidates for the 
Advisory Connnission. However, there is every reason 
to proceed with a decision on these recornmendations 
now and with a public announcement. 

SECRE'i\ 
Review' on September 16, 19:87 
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RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve State"s reconnnended plan for radio 
broadcasting to Cuña. 

Approve_________ Disapprove 

That you approve a White House announcement of this 
decision prior to September 23. 

Approve Disapprove_________ 
.. 

Attachment 

Tab A Incoming from State 
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5749NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

October 1, 1981 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 RICHARD V. ALLEN 

THROUGH: 	 NORMAN A. BAILEY~ 
FROM: 	 CARNES LORD út-­
SUBJECT: 	 Recornmendation of Jorge Mas for Presidential 

Cornmission on Radio Broadcasting to Cuba 

Senator Paula Hawkins has sent you a letter endorsing 
Jorge Mas for the Presidential Cornmission on Radio 
Broadcasting to Cuba. Mas has also been highly recornmended 
by others (including Carlos Salman, who called to ask me 
to pass this word to you) and is one of the leading 
candidates from the Cuban-American cornmunity for member­
ship on the Cornrnission. 

A response from you to Senator Hawkins is attached (Tab 1) 
as well as a memor~ndum forwarding the letter to Pen James 
(Tab 11). 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter to Senator Hawkins at Tab l. 

Approve_________ Disapprove 

That you sign the memo to Pen James at Tab Ir. 

Approve__--:~ Disapprove____ .. 

Attachments 

Tab 1 Letter to Senator Hawkins 
Tab Ir Memo to Pendleton James 

A Incoming from Hawkins and copy 
of letter to Hawkins 

.- . 
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THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTO N 

Dear Paul a: 

Thanks very much for your letter 
supporting Jorge Mas fo r membership on 
the Presidential Commission for Radio 
broadcasting to Cuba . 1 unders t and that 
Jorge Mas l s name is one of those most often 
mentioned for the Commission ; 1 1m sure he 
will be given the ful1est possib1e·consider­
ation . 

1 greatly appreciate your interest 
i n and support for our Radio Marti project ; 
your ass i s t ance in this al1- important matter 
of pe r sonnel is part icu1ar 1y we1come . 

Sincere1y , 

Richar d V. Allen 
Ass istant to t he President 
for National Security Affairs 

The Honor able 
Paula Hawkins 
Uni t ed States Senat e 
Washington, D. C. 20510 
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MEMORANDUM 

5749THE 	WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR E. PENDLETON JAMES 

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN 

SUBJECT: Senator Hawkins Letter of Recornmendation 
of Jorge Mas for Presidential Cornmission 
on Radio Broadcasting to Cuba 

Senator paula Hawkins has written me recommending 
Jorge Mas for the Presidential Cornmission on Radio 
Broadcasting to Cuba. Atta.ched at Tab A is a copy of 
my letter of response as well as the incoroing .letter froro 
Senator Hawkins. 

Attachments 

Tab A Letter to Hawkins and Incoroing 
froro Hawkins ( 
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COMMITTEE ON LABOR ANO 

HUMAN RESOURCES 


WASHINGTON. O.e. 2.0510 


September 25, 1981 

/ 
The Honorable Richard V. Allen 
Assistant to the President for 

National Security Affairs 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Allen: 

I am very pleased to have this opportunity to highly recom­
mend Jorge L. Mas for appointment to the Radio Marti 
Conunission. 

In addition to serving as president and chief executive 
officer of Church and Tower of Florida, Inc., a Florida 
firm of engineering contractors, Mr. Mas is a successful 
land developer and investor. SiQce entering the business 
world, he has been an active civic leader and conservative 
Republican, who has long been both fundraiser and organizer 
for conservative candidates. 

Mr. Mas organized student resistance against Castro in 
Cuba"resulting in his imprisonment, and later, served 
as a member of the invasion force s at the Bay of Pigs. 
He has, subsequently, become a leading representative 
of the Cuban exile conununity in the United States. 

He is editor of RECE, a monthly publication of news events 
inside Cuba. Formerly, Mr. Mas made bi-weekly radio broad­
casts to Cuba through Station WRUL and, later, Radio SWAN. 
He also had a tri-weekly program which provided guidance 
to Cuban exiles. He is a frequent contributor to Diario 
Las America, a Spanish daily. . 

A brilliant lecturer, Mr. Mas is widely sought after as a 
speaker at patriotic events and has appeared on national 
television and at universities throughout the United States. 

I strongly endorse Jorge Mas for a position on the Radio 
Marti Conunission and urge your consideration of his quali ­
fications for this position. 

Sincerely, 
- --------::;:,. /

..-/ c:. o.­
. . / • ...-.L_ ....~'" , !~../ ~ -- ­

' - _.../ . 
paula Hawk~ns 
Un ~ ted S~ ~ tes Senator 
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Jorge ' L. Mas Business: (305) 233-6540 
6305 s.w. 128th Street Home: (305) 666-1075 
Miami, FL 33134 

President and Chief Executive Officer, Church and Tower of 
Florida, Inc., a Florida firm of engineering contractors, 
handling installations for the Southern Bell Telephone 
System. Land deve10per and investor. 

Conservative Republican. Fundraiser and organizer for 
conservative candidates. 

1964-69 - Broadcast five minute program, three times a week, 
which provided guidance to Cuban exi1es. 

• 
1964-present - Editor, RECE, a monthly pub1ieation specia1­

izing in news events inside Cuba which is distri ­
buted in the United States and mailed to Cuba. 
RECE is oriented towards Cuban exiles in their 
struggle for Cuba's freedom. 

1964 - Elected to represent the Cuban exiles in a wor1d­
wide referendum conducted by an independent inter­
national firm--the Service Bureau Corporation--a 
subsidia r y of IBM. 

Represented the Cuban exile eornmunity in both 
Pan American Congresses and various meetings of 
the Organization of American States (OAS). 

1963 - Received cornmission as Second Lieutenant in the 
United States Army, Ft. Benning, Georgia. 

1960-61 - Made bi-week1y radio broadcasts to Cuba through 
Stations WRUL and SWAN. 

1961 - Served as a member of the invasion force s at the 
Bay of Pigs. 

1959-60 - Organized student resist~nce against Castro in 
Cuba~ resulting in imprisonment. 

Frequent contributor to Diario Las Ameriea, a Spanish daily. 

Guest lecturer at patriotic events. Appearances on national 
te1evision and at universities throughout the United States. 

Awarded the Linco1n Marti award in Washington by Department 
of Hea1th, Education and We1fare, for outstanding service 
to the Cuban Refugee Programo 

Honorias Causa, Ph.D., Merey Co11ege, New York. 
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possible Members 


PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION 

ON 


'RADIO BROADCASTING TO CUBA 


r. 	 Chairman (private citizen, broadcast and foreign 
policy knowledge) 

William F. Buckley 

Walter Annenberg 


Samuel Huntingdon 


Donald Rumsfeld 


John Connolly 


, II. Vice-Chairman 

III. Member (ppblic, ' national broadcast figure) 

Willia~ Kitchen: President, Quality Media 
Corp. Columbus, GA 

David Garcia, ,retired director, VOA Latin 
Am'er ica Serv ice 

John Richardson, Presid~nt of Freedom 
House, former President Free Europe Committee 
and ASec of State 

Fred Friehdly 
.. 

Fred S11verman 

Robert C. Wilson, Member of the Board, Chrysler, 
past Presid e nt 

Walter Z. Laqueur, CSIS 

I.OfJCLASSIFIED 
pepartment of State Guldelincs, July 21, 1~1" 

By 	 :&t1- NARA, D~te /o/al/?15 
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IV. Member (public, Florida broadcast figure) 

Reynold V. Anselmo, Chief Executive, Spanish 
International Network 

~v. Member (legal expertise) 

Leo Chern, Lawyer, Chairman Institute of 

America 


VI. Member (technical expertise) 

George Jacobs, retired former chief engineer, 
RFE/RL 

VII. 	 and VII Members (cultural, Cuban-American Community) 

Tomas Regalado, top Cuban-American radio newsman 

Jorge Dominguez, Cuban-American Cuba 
specialist, political scientist/academic 

. 
Carmelo Meza Larg9, Cuban-American Cuba 
specialist economist/academic 

Jorge Mas Canoso, Cuban-American, businessman 

Rafael Miguel, Cuban-American, businessman 

Patricia Barnes, Georgetown University 

Robert GOdoy, Chairman, Dade Country GOP 

Francisco A~uirre, Publisher, Diario Las Americas 

IX. 	 Member (finance) 


Richard Mellon Scaife, businessman 


willard Rockwell, Rockwell Int. 


John Heinz, President, Heinz Products 


Edwin Land, Polaroid 




,, ...,.. 

William Simon 

x. 	 Member (government) 

Gilbert Robinson, USICA 

Torn 	Enders, Assistant Secretary of State 

XI, XII. Mernbers (distinguished citizens, links with 
Congress, cornmunications) 

Senator Richard Stone 

Congo Dante Fascell 

Edward Fuelner 

David Abshire, Georgetown Center for Strategic 
Studies 

Richard L. Merritt Professor of Political 
Science (communications), U. of Illinois, Urbana 

Ray S. Cline, Georgetown Center for Strategic 
Studies . 

Senator Jacob Javits 


Gen. Brent Scrowcroft 


John Hughes, forrnerly of Christian Science 

Monitor 


Paul Nitze 


Michael No.vak, Amer ican En te'rpr i se I ns t . 


.Norman -Podhor s t 


Char~es Mayer 


Richard D. Heffner, Professor, Rutgers Univ. 


Sen~tor J e sse Helms 


Irving Louis Horowitz, Rutgers Univ . 
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:= Jea Bush 
~ .a 

Ben Wattenberg, Political ~~alyst.s 
.;:: -¡f) 

t:< Irving Kristol, Wall Street Journal 

a o 

Leslie Lenkowsky, Srnith-Richardson Founaation:a 
t:< 
a 
¡f) 

Paul Seabury, University of California, Berkeley
~ 
c; 

Mark Falcoff, Cornmentary~ 

" 
S 

A. Bartlett Giametti, President, Yale University 
.. 
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NOFORN-NOCONTRACT-ORCON 

CUBA: THE REFUGEES (-1:r) 

----------REDAcnTI~--____________________----------------­_ 

•••frustration over shortages of consumer gooa::; d.uu. -- .~ 

l i rnita t ions on job and social rnobi1ity wer e the under ­
1ying c auses of the rnassive refugee exodus 1ast surnmer. 
-"-- -'-----' ­

---------------------------REDAc.rrD------------------­

The rise in discontent t hat 1ed to the refugee 
exodus appears to be the resu1 t of : 

Fami1y visits of s orne 100,000 r e1ative1y we11 ­
off Cuban exi1es from t he Uni ted states. 

Repeated warnings by the Cuban 1eadership that 
econornic condi t ions wou1d not i mprove for the 
res~ of this cent ury. 

----~---------------------------------------------------~ 

-----------------------------------------REDACTED-----------­

.. 
----------------~DAC7ED-----------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------~ 
J------________________________________________~----~ 

21 November 1980 
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that the Castr o 
reglme faces continued difficu les because it wi ll no t 
be ab le to offer Cub ans much hope fo r an improved l i f e­
style fo r many years . 

Why So Many Cubans Le f t 

consumers, 
concerns their food . 

adequate amount of prote i n in the i r 
d iet , and the pe r capita caloric intake is high fo r a 
deve loping country . They consume 2 , 728 calories ~ day , 
more than t he average of 2 ,5 57 for other middle income 
develop i n g nation s . But Cubans are dissatisfied with 
the qual ity of their food, i ts high cost, and the lengthy 
amoun ts of time needed to acquire it . 

"-...Mo-s·t b asic foodstuffs, including such tradi ti onal 
Cuban favo r ites as coffee and sugar and such staples as 
b eans and rice, are strictly rationed. Allotments for 
many rationed items are scanty . For example , each adult 
is author i zed only 2 . 5 lbs . of beef, 1.5 lbs . of chicken, 
and 4 ounces of coffee per mon th . Even these amounts 
are sometimes unavailable at the ration stor es. A re ­
cent e p idemic of s wi n e feve r r e duced pork supplies, a nd 

ef is in c hronic short s u 

crowde d , unde rstoc ke d r ation s t o re 
i s tedio u s . The t as k us u a ll y fa l ls to Cub an women, de ­
s pi te . t hei r i ncreas inq oarticipation in the work fo r c e . 

----~------~----------~----------------------------------~ALi~. 

> 

~""••""",,~-----~AcrrD---------------------------·=
.............~................~ many Cubans supplement 

their diet-s by eating i n res t aurants. Most Ha vana 
restaurants are p i z zerias where simp le food is offered 
relatively che 

21 November 1980 
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-------REDAc.rrD----__________________----------------­

--------------------------------------------~AaB 

---------------------------------REDAC1ED----------------------­

-------REDAcnn----________________________~____________ 

--------------------------------------------------REDACITD. 

1­

r lce s, owever, are 
on the average wage o f 

a mo n th. Cubans, moreover , cannot escape t he 
lines by dining out ; one refuge e said a f amil y may 
fo r over , an hour before being s eated in a pizzeria. 

Because of sho'rtages in the government sto res and the 
high prices in restaurants , hey had to buy 
a s ubstantial portion of their food on the black mar~Ac..Tl::I 

-------------------------------REDACTED----------------------­

-------REDACTED--____________________________________________ 

**All US da l lar fig ures c ite d in th is article are in 1979 dalla r s . 
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But prices are high-- a chicken that costs $2 in the 
ration store may bring over five times that amount on 
the black market . * 

Consumers also turn to the black market for clothes, 
small appliances, and items such as tape recorders and 
cassettes . Most of these goods are smuggled onto the 
island by sailors or provided by Soviet personnel who 
have access t o special stores in Cuba . Accustomed to 
dressing well and keeping up appearances , Cubans --especi ­
ally the young--are irritated by the shoddy merchandise 
in stores. Sorne are willing to pay the equivalent of as 
much as $110 for a blouse or $210 for blue jeans. on the 
black market . In many cases, young Cubans steal to get 
the money for expensive b lack market purchases; petty 
theft is widespread t hroughout the island. 

_ Many Cubans also are concerned about the housing 
shQftage and the poor state of repair of houses and 
apartment bui1dings. The government devoted litt1e 
a ttention to housing construction in the 1960s, appar­
ent1y hoping that the dwe11ings vacated by the exodus 
o f more t han a half mil1ion peop1e during that decade 
woul d create enough housing for imrnediate needs. In 
tardy recogni t ion of the growing housing problem, Castro 
in 1971 vowed that 100 , 000 new housing uni t s would be 
built Der year by 1975. - IIIIIIIL__ 

! o 

---------------------------------------- REDAC7ED-------------------------­

n r:"nu-;-¡:n ___ 

;''ln April 1980, the Cuban Government opened a free market where 
farmers can sell the ir surplus produce at wha tever pri ce the market 
will bear. Such a system may eventually stimulate incre ased produc ­
tion, as it has in the Soviet Union, where private plots constitute 
only 3 percent ~f the cultivated land.but produce over one - fourth

.0 of the total fa rm output.
..:...----l\.J:.U o'l \., • ~o 

________________________________________-------------------------REDAcnI 

o, 
. r ---~--
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Cuba: Per Capita Monthly DiStribution or Foodsturrst 

Pounds 
~tO~------------------------------------------------------------------~--------------

., 

8 

6 Vegelables 

2 ----- = 

Cooking Oil 
and Lard 

Bcans 

~. ~_____==__ __~_------;:B;:¡:~::;:'f' 

Colfee-----------------------------------­
~-----

1970 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 2 

I S'ased on dls tro but lon to the populall o n Ihro ugh ofll cl a' 
channels . Actual consumphon 15 hlghcr due lO dl str.butlon 

Ihrough ' he b'ac k ma rke l , 

'2 Prellffllnar y. 

----------------------­ « 

21 Novembe r 1 980 
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Why Dlssatlsfactlon Has Grown 

The percepu!)¡; Jll10ng méln)' Ct lb.\!ls lha t thell· ecollornic 
si tua ti o n i s de le r! el" él Lng doe s 110 l élccord wi th ava ilable 
facts on the count;:-:/, s eco llorny ( s ee flgure 2). As late 
as 1978, the 1as t yeCir [01' Wh lCh co mp 1e te s ta ti s tics are 
available, ba S1C co~sull1ption on d pe~ ~ apita basis was 
not dec 1ining . Pre llml :lary da td [or 1 9 79 SllO\'¡ no sharp 
declines in the consumption of maJor [ood products ex­
cept fish . The consumers ' impresslon of a worsening 
situation, ironically, appears due partly to the regime's 
successes in social services a nd education in the early 
years of the revolLitlon . Although the 19605 br~ught no 
significant relief to conswners, the improvements in 
public health and education gave rlse to a general feel ­
ing that society was moving ahead. Conditioned to ex ­
pect rapid progress , many Cub an s saw the revolution' s 
st~gnat i on in the 1970s as a step backward. 

The Cub a n exiles who returne d home had by fa r the 
greatest impact on shift ing popular attitudes . Mo re 
than 100,000 exiles returned to Cuba to see their rela ­
tives in 1979. The se visi t s produced significant hard 
curre-ncy earnings --Cubans refer to the influx as "the 
second sugar harvest" --but Castro probably made a serious 
miscalcula t ion in allowin 

al . 

pros perity of the returnees disprove 
Castro ' s 10ngstandElg c:a im thaL Cuba ns who had left the 
i sland were livlng L',les of povel ty as explolted labore r s 

States. The gifts the exiles brough t to 

Castro has fur~her distres se d Cubans by telling 
the m for the past Se '/era l yedL"S Lha t economlC rcali ties 
wil l not permit better ll vin g co ndltlons for tlle rest 
of this century _ i-i e thus in et"fect ha s \,¡ritten off 

" 
21 November 1980 
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economic relief for the entire lifetirne of the genera ­
tion that spawned the revolution. The prospect of 20 
more years of sacrifice i s galling for those al r eady 
di s illusioned with the r es ults of t he revolution . 

Increased contact with the West has made Cub ans 
aware of t he contrast between their stand~rd of living 
and that of the United State Western countries. 

Wh i l e most Cubans 
ave no ow of European a nd North 

Americ a n t o ur i sts t o Cuba h as increased since che begin­
ning o f the d e tente era . Moreover , Havana stopped jam­
ming Western radios yea r s a go , a nd c u l tural contacts 
have grown . 

-~_Re"C.ent high schoo l and college g r a du ates are t h e 
most dissatisfied of the Cuban population. The y are 
disturbed about job prospects and thei r pers onal e cono ­
mic situation. Many complain of the l ack o f i n tere s ting 
things to do in their leisure time, and they chafe at 
the restrictions imposed on them by the countryls strait­
laced socialism o Cubans, traditionally fond of the good 
life , say that movies now are almost their only form of 

t .. 

The 
o 

regime has attempte 
ar s by ma king av ailab le 

and US mov i es. The films, by providing a glimpse of un­
a ttainable Wes tern goods, only serve to r aise the leve l 
of frustration . One re f ugee expl ai ned the movies ' i m­
pact : "The authoritie s show movies, s uch as The Godfather, 
that depict corruption i n the Unite d States. Bu t yo ung 
people are only watchi ng the cars, the c lothes , the 
hairstyles . " 

Bored with their lives , sorne youths run afoul of 
the regime by drinking and carousing, or they arouse the 
suspicions _of the neighborhood watchdo g Cornmittees for 
the Defense of the Revo lution by dressing in flashy 
clothes purchased on the black mark 

21 NOVe !llber .:. 980 
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In recent years, sorne disaffected youths have 
turned to crime, juvenile deli and vandalism to 
exp r ess their discontent . 

ACITTI-----------------------------------------­

-------------------------------~A c.rrn-------------

Implications for the Regime 

The Castro governrnent pays a high price for the 
dissatisfaction. Bored with their jobs, workers·have a 
record of high absenteeism and low productivity. Short­
ages of consumer goods, coupled with the relative secur­
ity of a socialist stem, have left them with litt 
incentive to work . 

Theft of state property is another inevitable re ­
sult of the chronic s hortages . 

-------------REDACTED-----------------------------------------­

The black market, with its corruption and undermin ­
lng of respect for public authority, will continue to 
thrive as long as Cub ans are dissatisfied with the food, 
clothing, and durable goods available to them through 
legal means. 

The disillusi onrnent also appears to be costing the 
regime the support of many young people, the social group 
in which the ..Castro gove rnrnent has made i t.S greatest 

-----------REDAC7ED----_____________________________________________________ 

21 November 1980 
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The recent exodus of 125,000 Cubans may have tempo ­
rarily eased consurner pre ssures , even tho ugh it reduced 
the total population only about 1 percent. The city of 
Havana--where the problerns of housing, transportation, 
long lines , and food shortages are the rnost severe-- lost 
a l rnost 7 percent of its population. Sorne 80 to 90 per­
cent of the refugees carne frorn Havana, and their departure 
could help ease the dernand for consurner goods. 

.. 
The exodus nonetheless rnay stirnulate further dis ­

satisfaction in the long run o Having had dramatic proof 
that others shared their feelings, rnany disgruntled 
Cubans rnay be increasing1y restive. The stringent se ­
curi!y rneasures now in force are likely to continue, 
giveQ this sirnmering discontent. 

r , 

21 November 1980 
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PHYSICIA N'S ASSOCIATION OF CLlNIC~ . HOSPITALS ANO ANNEX 
r.A .Cl l. A. 

Miami, Florida, 9/29/81 

Mr. Richard Allen 

National Security Council, 

Old Executive Office Building, 

Washington D.C. 


Dear Mr. Allen: 


•The undersigned , Directors of the most important Professional, Civic and Labor 
Organizations in the United States in exile from Cuba, wish to express our profound 
satisfaction for the announcement that a Broadcasting Station: " RADIO MARTI" will 
be installed and will commence broadcasting toward Cuba the next month of January. 

We are in complete accord regarding the motive and intentions for forming this 
station and we are sure that very soon it will be the voice that will encourage the 
Cuban minds and their hearts to take action for their liberation. 

On this date we have written a letter to the President of the United States, Mr. 
Ronald Reagan, expressing our inconditional support to his administration and to the 
installation of "RADIO MARTI". 

In the letter we made.a proposition of which we like to inform you.: 

As it is obvious, in the planning and operation of the Station should participate the 
truly experienced in political radio-transmission and having knowledge of the 
international situation, especially in regard t o the Soviet-Castrist aggression to 
America and the rest of the world. We wish to inform you that in Florida during two 
decades of 'exile, a group of experts, day after day, from the Spanish Language Radio 
Stations has maintained an efficient and extensive labor with the same objective and 
aim than " Radio Martí". 

The most respected and competent among them is Mr. Armando Pérez Roura, 
President of "Colegio Nacional de Locutores en el Exilio" and he is also Director of 
"Asociación Izter-Ame!"icana de Locutores de Radio y Televisión". His professional 
capacity, his patriotism and honorability are beyond any doubt. 

Also there are others with the same fine qualities; as Ramón Irigoyen, Humberto 
Estévez, etc. 

We made the proposition because, as we informed the President Mr. Reagan, it 
would be deplorable that groups or persons with Socialist ideas, who desire "Socialism 
sans Cartro" in Cuba, could infiltrate into " RADIO MAR TI" to lessen the noble and 
transcendental objetive for which it has been planned. 

2742 S.w. }) ~ . i. S U~TE No.R - :\11 .'\1\11. FLA . 3"'! ~.-· TL I . 6+2-3093 
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PHYSiCIA N'S ASSOCIATION OF CLI NICS, HOSPITALS AND ANNEX 
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That sarne tergiversation of purpose we have noticed in sorne officials in the 
Departrnent of State, who are in charge of Cuban Affairs since the preceding 
adrninistration. 

In our letter to the President we solicited an interview for a commission of the 
undersigned and the sarne petition we desire to rnake you in order to ratify the 
contents of this letter and exchange different points of view due to the importance of a 
joint effort of all the true anticommunists in the continent to stamp out the 
communist aggression from Cuba against our nations. 

• 
We thank you for your attention to our letter and remain expecting your answer to 

it. 

Respectfully, 

~¿~~~N' 
Latin American Chamber of Commerce 

P""iden' iD 
~o~u~~ 


President 

2742 S.W. )-l. t. SI 'ITE NO.8 - MIA..MI. F I A :'3 13 :: . TU: 642-3093 



, '.)" l ' 1 

\ 	 TAB 3" d'El'~TORY t F') MAR±i't 

e< 
~ 	 On March 28, 1980, a bus10ad of Cubans seeking
j
:; poli tical asylum crashed into the Peruvian Embassy , ) , 
(') in Ha~aüa. A Cuban guard was killed during the incid¿nt~ 
;: and on April 4, Castro withdrew the guards and announced 
.;: that those seeking asylum would be allowed te 1eave 
" e< o Cuba. Within 48 hours; more than 10,000 asylum-seeking 
~ ' Cub~ns , had taken refuge on the Peruvian embassy grounds., 
,e<,, : 

a Following a series of orderly emigrations from 

~ Cuba te Costa Rica, with fellow-on flights te Spain,
c; 

Peru and the United States, Castro announced en April~ 20tüat the port of Mariel would be opened for allS 
CUb~lS 'wishing to leave the country. Within a matter" cf h.Jurs, the Cuban-Amer iean eemml"i ty in south Flor ida 
had organized a massive flotilla which would begin 

." ' \ ferrying Cubans from Mariel across the Straits of 
Florida to Key West. 

On April 21, 55 Cubans arrived at Key West. 
By the end of tha~ month the arrival figure was 7,655 
with thousands more enroute. The ¡irst four days 
of May saw an additional 6,032 Cubans arrive ,in South 
Florida. There were now more than 13,000 Cubans under­
'góing initial processing at two holding sites in Key 
West and still more were on their way. 

United States authorities had no opportunity 
to interview and determine the eligibility of any 
o}f these Cubans before their arrival in the u.s. 
Many apparently had no strong desire to emigrat~, 

"but were coerced inte leaving. In some cases, dange~ous 
crimina1s were taken directly from prison and placed . 
aboard boats for the Onited states through Mariel. 
Some of these wanted to return home. 

Those who left via Mariel ' were ~laced on board 
small boats that'were dangerously crowded -- conditions 
that mayhave -contributed te the deaths of at least 
twenty-six people from drowning or earbon monoxide 

" 	 ·asphyxiation. Cuban autborities put aboard these 
boats people who were aged and infirm, as well as 
some suffering from serious physical and mental i1lnes­
ses. Hundreds of hardened cr iminals were given the 
choice of remaining in prison or boarding boats bound 
for the Onited States. Other Cubans apparently were 

r' ''; ..o: 
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coerced into leaving by threats of alternatives such 
as imprisonment for alleged offenses such as vagranc? 
or anti-social conduct. In some cases, Cuban authorlties 
contributed tethe separation of families by granting 
exit visas te sorne family members but withho1ding 
them from others or by separating immediate relatives 
at dockside. 

With the numbers steadily climbing, President 
Carter authorized $10 million te establish -a processing 
camp at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida. At the same 
time, he assigned Tom Casey, Deputy Associate Director 
of the Federal E~ergency Management Agency as c09rdina­
tor for all federal efforts in Florida witb headauarters 
in Miami. Ambassador victor Palmieri, u.s. Coordinator 
for Refugee Affairs, was to guide the overall eefort 
from Washington. 

Toe following day, May ?, Eglin ~~ opened as 

a processing center and resettlement camp~ The tents 

which were erected to handle the overflow from Key

West were quickly filled an¿ with Cubans continuing 

oto flood into t~e Onited St~tes, a second site at 

Fort Chaffee, Arkansas was opened on "May~. Eglin 

had received a cumulative total of 9,700 Cubans during " 

the six-day period May 3-9. It could hold no more. 


On May 14 P~esident Carter called on Castro to 
c10se tbe oort of Mariel. He offered instead to discuss " 
with the Cüban 1eader ah orderly flow of Curans wishing 
te com~ to tbe Onit~d states by eithe~ cbar~ered air 
or chartered sealift. Castro rejected tbe offer and 
the Cuban e~odus via the Mariel-Key West boatlift 
continued. Toe O.S. Coast Guard, witb the assistance 
of U-.S. Navy ships, received orders. to begin intercep­
ting boats leaving florida bound for Cuba ~or the 
purpose of bringing :in "more i~lega~ aliens. 

Port IndiantdWn Gap, PennsY¡7ania was opened 
as the third processing and reception center for CUQans 
on May 17. Chaffee reached its peak two days 1ater 
with 18,972 Cubans having arrived since the campopened 
11 days earlier. By this time the cumulative total 
of Cuban arrivals at Key West had reached 61,960 and 
they were continuing to arri7e at arate of better 
than 3,000 ~er ¿ay. 
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Throughout t~e month of May, the federal government
worked witn the state of Florida in arranging for 

the care of thousands of unaccompanied minors who 


)
) 	

had arrived with the Cuban influx. At the same time 
efforts were underway on the international front to 
expand the resettlement effort to countries other . 
th~ the U.S. A total of 22 countries and seven inter­
national organizationsmet at two conferences at San 
Jose, Costa Rica to discuss the possibility of such 
an additional effort, but despite all good intentions, 
only three other countries have thus far fulfilled 
their commitments -- Australia, Venezuela and Argentina. 

On May 29, Fort Indiantown Gap reached its peak 

capacity with 18,311 cumu1ative arrivals, and Fort 

McCoy, Wisconsin was opened as a fourth resettlement 

camp. Total Cuban arrivals at Key West since April 


. ~ 21 now stood at 89, soa and climbing. Fort McCoy reached 
.,' its peak 18 days 1ater with 13,258 cumulative arrivals 

as of June 16. 

The massive 1,OOO-a-day, 'and more, arrivals at 
Key West since the v~=7 beginning ef the beatlift 
came to an abrupt halt on June 7. From that day through
September 26 when Castro closed Mariel, the 1argest. 
number ef Cubans to arrive en asing1e day was 437 

. en June 12. There were many days when none arrived. 

Concurrent with th~ Cuban inf1ux, tbe United . 
States.was faced with an ever-increasing inf1ux of 
illegal .aJ.iens from Hai ti. On May 14, President Carter .)
1inked the two groups of immigrants together when 
he voiced hi~ concern for the Haitians arriving in 
this country in .theirsmall boats. The President 
said, ftI've instructed all appropriate feaeral agencies 
te treat the Haitians now here in the same, exact,·· . 
humane manner as we treat Cubans and others who seek 
asy1um in ·tllis country. ~ .. 

On June 20 Ambassador Pa~ieri announced the 
Administrationri decision to grant a special designation
of ' ftCuban-gaitian Entrant (status pending)ft to these 

. 	 Cubans who had arrived in the o.s. duringthe period 

April 21 - June 19, 1980, these whe were in INS pro­

cee¿ings as of June 19, 1980, and al1 Eaitians who 

were in INS proceedings as ef June 19, 1980. tegisla­

tion was then introduced which would enab1e this group 
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to apply for permanent alien status after living in 
the 0.5. for two years, fol~owing enactment of the 
legislation. The June 19 cutoff was later extended 
to October la, 1980. 

Superimposed on the problems of receiving, proces­

sing and resettling the Cubans and Haitians were a 


.myriad of problems dea~ing witb funding, special legisla­
tion, camp operations, State and loca~ community involve­
ment, the aforementioned "problem population" (criminals,
minors and those with menta~ and other hea~th problems) , 
the eventua~ consolidation of all camps at Fort Chaffee, 
and tbe selection of a new processing center in Puerto 
Rico. ' 

On Ju~y 15, with tbe "emergency· aspect of ~he 


operations winding down, the Cuban-Eaitian Task.Force 

was -formed uncer State Department auspices to oversee 

camp operations and the expanding resettlement effort. 

On November 15, by Executive arder, the Cuban-ñaitian 

Task Force was" transferred te the Department of Health 

and Human Ser~:=es. 


May 1981 

In May, 1981, 'fewe; than 1,900 Cubans remain 

te be resettled fr~m Fort Chaffee, and fewer than 

700 Haitians await1resettlement in tbe Krome North 

processing center outside of Miami. While the main 

avenue for Cubans was disrupted witb the c10sing of 

Mariel on Septem~er 26, 1980, ' they are now arriving 

in sma~l numbers illega11y from third countries and 


"legally from Cuba and tbird countries. H~itians also 

continue to arrive illegally by circuitous routes. " 


By tbe ene of' this fiscal year, Mariel wiil have 

cost the a~s. i~ excess of $700 million. 
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June 2 , 19 8 1 
COT.'1FIDENTIZ\L ..... 

l1EHORANDUH FOR 	THE HONORABLE ALEXANDER H. HAIG , JR . 
The Secretary o f State • 

SUBJECT : 	 Suggested Initiative : Radio Free Cuba 

Attac hed at Tab A is a draft proposal on Radio Free Cuba 
written by two NSC staff members , Carnes Lord and Roger 
Fontaine . Establishing a Radio Free Cuba would be an 
important par t of our Caribbean strategy . It would place 
Havana on the defensive because the Cuban people do not 
now have a powerful , carefully prograrnmed alternative to 
the "official " media . Totalitarian regimes , in short , 
need a monopo l y on information if they are to survive and 
the Cuban regime 1s particularly vulnerable on this 
question . Radio Free Cuba would be a U. S . government 
agency but wou1d have a separate identity -- a10ng the 
lines of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty . ~ 

Based on past statements , 1 be1ieve the President wou1d 
support creation of a Radio Free Cuba . 1 wou1d appreciate 
having your evaluation of this proposal . +el 

FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

~¿;-~ 
Richard v. A11en 
Assistant to the President 
for Nationa1 Security Affairs 

Attachment 

.....cONFIDEN'fL\L-
Review on May 21 , 1987 
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NATIONAL SECUR ITY COUNCIL 

Apr 2 

Roger 

Miles Frechette provided following 
Cuban ho l idays : (before Castro) 

May 2 0 - Independence Day 
(May 20 , 1902) 

October 10 - Declaration o f Independence , 
"Grito de Yara " (Oct 10 , 1868) 

January 28 - Jose Mar t i Birthday 
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::a MEMORANDUM FOR: RI CHARD V. ALLEN 
tIC: 
el'" 
~ PROM: 	 ROGER W. PONTAlNE ~~ 
z::; 

CARNES LORD lA­
~ 
¡;. 
6 SUBJECT: 	 Your Reguest 'for Analysis of Radio Free 

Cuba (U) 
• 

This is the first attempt at designing a Radio/Television 
Free Cuba. In so doing we have reviewed a nurnber of pro­
posals originating within the private and public sector. (C) 

The principal initial points are: 

*Improving and expanding broadcasting into Cuba is vital 
to U.5. interests. (C) 

*5erious radio broadcasting can be done guickly and should 
have priority. Television can come latero (C) 

*Broadcasting mu~t be done by a separate, government , 
sponsored entity: Radio Fre~ Cuba with its own board and manage­
mento CC) . 

*RFC should be insulated from exile cornmunity polities. 
The management should be politically alert, that is, it should 
know how to program for the maximum effect it will have on the 
audience in Cuba. (C) 

*Broadcasting should be varied in content with more than one 
point of view. It should reach to all types of audiences in Cuba 
from highbrow to lowbrow . The broadcasting model in short should 
be the opposite of th~ totalitarian model currently favored in 
Cuba. (C) 	 . 

P.revious attempts at broadcasting into Cuba have been either 
hastily improvised and poorly ::unded or, as the case with VOA 
today, singularly unL~aginative and ineffective. VOA today, 
for example, broadcasts fi ve hours into Cuba daily but the 'pro­
grarnming is precisely the same that goes to all of Latin America. (e) 

We need a separate board and management, the model clearly being 
Radio ~=ee Europe and Radio Liberty. The precise rela~ionship 

DECLASSIFIED IN PART 
NLS Fq -;--of/ +t'" J 

lEly J.IOh •fiARA. Date S-(l,V bud 
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between RFC - and the BlB or its successor can begin to be worked 
out once new appointments are made to that Board and necessary 
reorganization · undertaken. (C) 

To move guickly, it is necessary to appoint an Advisory Boa~d for 
Radio Free Cuba. That appoin~ent should come froro the President 
a~d be mace public through his office. The Boa~c members could 
then put together a small staff that would draw U? plans for 
RFC1s organization while working on the technical ana program­
matic content as well. All of this would have to be coo=dinated 
with the proper NSC staff members. (C) 

The objective of RFC is to foster a pre-revolutionary climate 
in Cuba. As in the case of Eastern Europe and Poland in particular, 
RFC is designed to break the monopoly on communications in Cuba. 
That means bringing in an honest and balanced account of the real 
wo=ld and Cuba's role in it. (C) 

This in turn would lead to' rising and better focused discontent 
aimed at the regime -- and not escape to the United States -- which 
the regime can react to but never eliminate. The very act of 
further repression would also mean a further diversion of scarce 
resources, and that would help raise further the price of Cuban 
adventurism in the short termo For the long term, it creates 
the conditi ons necessary tor an upheaval to occur -- an upheaval 
that would fundamentally alter the character of ~~e Cuban regime. 
We are now preparing a list oí candidates for a five-man board. (C) 

RECOMMENDATlON 
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