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On the 300 rolls of this microfilm publication are repro
duced 307 volumes of letters, with their enclosures, received by ; 
the Secretary of the Navy from commanding officers of squadrons 
during the period Fehruary 16, l1341..;November 11, 113136 (only let 
ters from the Pacific Squadron are dated 113136). These letters 
are part of the ' records designated in the National Archives and 
Records Service as Naval Records Collection of the Office bf 
Naval'Recor~s and Library, Record Group 45. 

'" The Department of the Navy was estab'lished by an act 'of 
April 30, 1798. From 1798 to 1815 the Office of the Secretary 
had direction of all the administrative functions of the Depart- ! 

ment except those assigned to the navy yards and the Marine Corps. 
In 1815 a Board of Navy Commissioners Was established to assist ' 
the Secretary, and it was under the direction of this Board that ' 
the fleet was first divided into permanent squadrons on a number 
of stations. Although detachments of vessels had been called 
squadrons before 1815, they were organized on an ad hoc basis to 
carry out a specific mission. Upon completion of that ,mission, 
the squadron ceased to exist. 

~ 

The six earliest squadrons established, on a permanent basis,! 

in the order of their establishment, were: Mediterranean Squad- • 

ron, West India Squadron, Pacific Squadron, Brazil Squadron, East' 


mdia Squad:ron, and the Home SqUadron. All of these"sqUadrons, ' 
except the West India Squadron, were still in existence ,in 1841, 
when the Navy Department first .filed separately-the lE~tters re- ; , 
ceived by the Secretary of the Navy from commanding orficers of 
squa<frons. The African Squadron was established in 1843, and the: 
short-lived Eastern Squadron in 1853. No other squadrons were 
created before 1861. , 

During the ,Civil War six new squadrons were established to 

carry troops and supplies, support A:rrrry missions" promulgate the 

blockade of southern ports, and retake the Mississippi River and 
I 
its tributaries. They were the Mississippi Squadron, 11361-65; 

the North and South Atlantic Blockadirig Squadron, 1861-65, formed 

from the Atlantic Blockading Squadron that_had _existed briefly in: 

1861; and the Eas~ and_West G~f Blockading Squadrons, l862-65}\ I 

the former of which was the successor to the 1861-6~ Gulf Squadron. 

In addition, three detachments of smaller vessels were . formed': i 

Mortar Flotilla, 1862; James River Flotilla, 1862; and the Potomac 


- Flotilla,1861-65. The letters from commanding officers ,of~thesel 
flotillas were filed with the letters from connnanding officers ofl
squadrons and are reproduced in this microfilm publication. By I 
the end of 1865 all of these Civil War squadrons and flotillas had 
ceased to exist. !. 
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I . _ In the postwar period, the Pacific Squadron, the on13" prewar. ,
squadron to survive the Civil W:l.r intact, underwent a number of, ! 

organi'zational changes. Pursuant to a Navy Depa:..tment circular ' 
dated April 2]', 1866', the Pacific Squadron ~.ds divided into the : 

'North Pacific and South Pacific Squadrons. General Order 105, ; 

March 1.3, 1869, rearranged the American flp.:t in the Pacific int~ 

a Pacific Station, under the connnand of rear adriJiral, divided i 

into a Northern and a Southern Squadron; ear.h. '_'nder the connnand of, 

a conunodore. Another change was made on July 8, 18'72, when Gen- '; 

eral Order 175 stipulated that as of October 1, 1872, the Pacific; 

Station',would be divided into the North Pacific and the South ! 

Pacific Stations,'thereby abolishing the Northern and Southern l 

Squadrons. Finally, the Pacific Station was reestablished between 

April and July 1878. 


The other squadrons created after April 1865 included South • 

Atlantic Squadron, European Squadron, Atlantic Squadron, Gulf 
 I 

Squadron, Asiatic Squadron, and the Special Squadron. The Special 

Squadron, created in 1865, was formed -to reenforce the Navy in : 

the Pacific. Before its discontinuance in the following year, it l 

was given the function of testing new vessels. The year 1866 

also witnessed the end of the Atlantic Squadron and the establish

ment of the North Atlantic Squadron. The Gulf Squadron was dis

' continued in 1867. ~ In 1882 the Training Squadron, the last to be ' 
created during the period covered by this microfilm publication;; ; 
i'aS established to train apprentice seamen. " 

At the time the first squadrons were established, the highest 

rank 'in the Navy was captain. A captain connnanding a squadron i 

was often given the courtesy title of II commodore, II but it -was nat i 


until 1857 that the commanding officer of 'a sqUadron was officially 

given ia title different from the captains subordinate to him. An! 

act of January 16, 1857, made the corrnnanding officer of a squadron 

a IIfjag officer. II An act of July 16, 1862, created the ranks of ; 

corranodore and rear admiral and, thereafter, t1l.e connnanding officer 

of a squadron usually held one of these ranks. , 


From about 1824 to 1885 the practice of the ,Navy Department , 

was to bind letters received in several series according to classL 

es of correspondents, such as let~ers received from the chiefs of! 

Navy bureaus, and letters recelved from captains. Before 1841 i 

letters received from squadron corrnnanders were bound in the series 

"Captains I Letters, II the usual grade of these officers. 'Beginning 


'in 1841 'and 1842, most letters from commanding officers of Squad-l 
:r<onswere bound in the separate'series IISquadron Letters." By the

I 

end of 1885, except for the Pacific Squadron letters that were : 
bound until November 1886, the Navy Department had discontinued, I 
th~ practice of binding letters received from squadron commanders. ' 
Thereafter, bath incoming and outgoing correspondence of the - Sec-I~ 
retary with the heads of ~quadrons was filed numerically in a • 
general correspondence series along with correspondence to and 
from other sources. 

" 
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iThe comrmmications and enclosures bound in the IISquadron , 

letters II series here reproduced are arranged in subseries by , 

squadrons. These subseries were started at convenient breaking t' 

points, such as the establishment of a new squadron, the appoint~ 


' ment of a new commanding officer, or the beginrling of a cruise. : 
This accounts for the varying dates for the,beginning of the ' 
different subseries. The subseries'are arranged in'chronologica~ 
order by the date of the earliest letter received (later divisions 
of the original Pacific Squadron are considered part of the Pacific 
Squadron subseries). Within each subseries and volume the' letterJs 
are arranged generally in chronological order. 

Occasionally letters relating to a specific event , have been : 

bound, together in the same volume despite the fact that some of ' 

the letters are dated much later than others. For example, in 

the West Gulf Blockading Squadron volume containing letters per... l 

taining to the attack on Mobile Bay in' August 1864 (reproduced on 

roll 193 of this microfilm pUblication) are filed letters relatitig 

to the attack dated as late as January ll, 1868. In addition to j 

the letters and telegrams from the squadron commander, the rrSquad

ron Letters II include a large number of enclosures in the forms of, 

reports, receipts, oaths of allegiance, certificates of death, 
 i 

requisitions, orders, circulars, maps,'plans, drawings, photo

graphs, newspapers .a:nd newspaper clippings, and other foreign and 

domestic published material Feceived from subordinate officers" 

enlisted men, bureaus of the Navy Department, U.S. Army officers,: 
diplomatic and consular officials' of the TTnited States, private , 
citizens at home and abroad, business concerns, and officials of i 

foreign governments, especially navy and army officers. ' Some en
closures are fair or press copies of letters received and letters 
sent by the commanding officer of the squadron to correspondents i 

other'~than the Secretary of the- Navy. 

~ The letters and their enclosures relate to such topics as 
Army and Navy operations in,the Mexican and ~vil wars, ship 
accidents, negotiation of treaties, courts-martial, observations ; 
of military and naval institutions and affairs in foreign countries, 
appointments and other personnel matters, and experimental and, i 
technical information. A few of the many significant events and: 
operations documented in the letters reproduced in this microfilni 
publication include the disagreement between Commodore Robert F. i 
Stackton and Gen. Stephen W. Kearney over who had the authority to 
organize the Territorial government of California in 1847 (Pacif~c 
Squadron); Commodore M3.tthew C. Perry's mission to, Japan in 1853 i 
and 1854 (Fast India Squadron);, and joint 'Navy and Army operatiotis' 
against Vicksburg in 1862 and 1863 (Mississippi Squadron).. >--, , I 

j 

The name of the correspondent
, 

" the date of the letter, and aJ 
I 

, 

brief or abstract of its contents are written on theba«k of the ~ 
last page of most of the letters in this series. When a letter I . 
was forwarded to the Secretary, he indicated the action to be , I 
taken by a penciled note below the brief. 
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File designations at the bottom of the last page Oi\aCh_-i 

letter, such as "K296 Nov. IS Smith," relate to an earlier prac- ; 

tice of registering all regular incoming letters. Apparently the 

letters were filed according to their file designations in the . i 

Office of the Secretary of the Navy. By IS5J these file designa~ 


tions were discontinued, but often the initial letter of the name 

of the correspondent or the squadron, the date received, and the i 

clerks names were given. The file designations have no present ; 

relevance. . ~, .' . 

j Some of the letters were considered, but not necessarily 

selected, for publication in the Official Records of the Union 


... "~and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion , (Washington, 

lS94-l927), a publication (M275) , that has been reproduced on 

microfilm by the National Archives. The letters so considered 

bear the distinguishing stamp IIC.N.W.R.IT 


Sometime after the letters were' bound, they were usually 

paginated in a number of ways, ranging from numbering only the 

first page of each letter to numbering every page of each letter : 

and the accompanying enclosure. Usually the numbering is consec

utive throughout a volume, and all pagination appears in the 

upper right corner. 


Most volumes'have name and subject indexes or lists of con
tents in the front of the volume. Some, however, have only name 
indexes, and a few have no indexes at all. The indexes refer to ; ,', 

either the page numbers or ,to. the letter numbers. Some volumes 
haye two indexes or an index and an addenda at the front of ,the 
volume, usually a manuscript and a typed one. _ The typed index 
is usuaily more complete than' the manuscrip~. 

..of records •.: 
of the Na From 

The editorUil material for this microfilm publicatio~ was 
written by Dale Floyd. 
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