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Tuagday, Harch 21, 1961

“Unived Stabtes Senate

Subcommittee Lo Investlgate the

The Subcommitiee met, pursuant to call, at 2:40 ofelock

D.m., in Room 432, Hotel (ecw g Washingbton, Yest Palm Esach,
Fiorida, Senator Thomas J. Dcddﬁ pwcwwang

-

Present: Senator Dodd (presid 'GQE

W
w3
[

also present: J.G. Sourwine, Chief Counsel
Franeisco G. 3:@
TESTINONY OF EDMURD A, CHESTZR |
{(Being first duly sworn Ty uenataﬂ Dodd. )
Me, Scurwine. What s your Tull name?
Mr. Chester. Edmund A. Chester.
Mr, Sourwine. Where do  you iives

Mp. Chester. Mount Dora, Florida.

My, Sourwine. Where were you horn?
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My. Chesgter. Louigviile, Xentucky.

Mr. Sourwline. And you lived for zome vime ia Cuba®

Mr. Chester. That is right.
Mr. Sourwine. Would you tell us brielly the clrcum-

0 Cuba and what yvour euployuent was
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'whilé you were there?

Mr. Chester. Yes.

In‘1933 I wént G0 Cuba ag Chiefl of the Associated Press
in Havaina and I lived in Cuka from 1933 uatil about 1936, when
I.bécame Chief of the Latin Amerdcan Department of the’ASSOH

ciated Fress and lived ln the Latin Amexrlcan countriles with

Havana as my}bése of operations.
I veturned to Havana in 1952, March of 1952, as an adviser
to Tthe Cuban Govérnment.
Senatoé Dodd. When did you leave the Associated Press?
Mr. Chester. I left the Aséocéatevareﬁs in 1940,
Senator Dodd. What did you do between 1540 and -~
Mr. Chester. I worked in the Internabional Division of
the Coluumbia Broadcasting System for eight yeawrs, 1940 toA19&8;
Sena%ow Dodd. Where were yazbésed then?
Mr, Chester. Based at New York, and I traveled from
there.
Mr, Sourwine. There ﬁaé a period them.afteé you left
Havane when you were still with Tthe - gssocliated Press?

Mr. Chester.  Ch, yes.
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3
ir. Sourwine. And where were you hased during that time?

Mr, Chegcer. ALJL cver latin America.

Mr. Sourwine. Were wou ever baged in Woghington or New
York City with the 4Asscciaved Prasg?
My, Chester. Yes, New York: nut not Wc»--”guoﬁ. And

E )

from 148 ©o 1952 I was Director of News and Public affairs

b

For the Columbia Broadcasting System and I ledt Cuba on
Decewber 22, 1958,

My, Sourwine. That was just before Castro took over?

#p, Sourwine.  And about three days before‘Batisﬁa'
Tefio

Mr. Chester. That is ot -~ I bhink it wes -~ I think he
lelt New Year's Tay.

¥r. Sourwine. Well, you left hefore Batista?

M, Ches»ef. That is right, I left oefore.

R e Sourwime.‘ Did you while you were wivh the Associlaved
Pregs in Cuba know 2 man named Willlam Wieland who also some-
times used the name Arturce Montenegro? |

Mr. CheSuer. Yes. |
Sonruime.r Will you tell us what you knew of him?
Me. Chester, When I fivst knew Wielang he was a youﬁg
man who had been enmployed byian English language newspaper in
Havana, the Havana Post, as a sort of an editor. ‘They had

only one American employee and he was copyreader and headline



writer and edivor and what have you.
At that time he war known as Arthur Wieland, but it wag -

A P

well, everyone knew That prior o that he had used the name

y

-

of , first, Guillermo Monvenepro and at other times Arthro

A h T
SR T T

Montenegyo -- you want me o g0 ahead?

Tl

=

Wy, Sourwine. Yes, you go ahead,

Ty

)
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"My, Chester. In his work as --— on the newspaper, he be-
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valnted with Sumner Wellg, who was then United States
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‘riendship became outwardly and

toa

&/
Tin

Ambassador %o Cubsa and tLL
publiclﬁ a very ficm friendship. He spent a great deal of
his time.with,weilﬁ whé wag living alone at thet time ab the
Hotel Naclopal -- and, I mean, not related to his work with
the newspaper.

Senauor Dodd, Not what?

Mr, Chester, Not related o his newspaper job ~-~ soclal

Mr. Sourwine. That i8, In his business as well as
soclally he speni o greal deal of time with him?

Mr. Chester. Thalt is vight.

Mr. Sourwine., Was he commonly‘peferred %o at Ghat bime
in diplomatic circlies ag VSummer Wells' white haired boy"?

Mr. Chester. Yes. NotAig diplomatic civeles, I don't
knou whét the diplomats thought of him, but I know the news-
paper thought of him as one of Wells!' preferred boys.

Mr. Souréine. And what do you mean by that, or what did
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they mean?
Wr. Chester. I think all of them mealized ¢
comings of Sumner Wells' personal sexusl habits, and I think

vhey had that in mind.

Senatoy Dodd. I think we ought ©o make this clear. Was

1t Known, ¢r was 1% 8zld at that (ime in Havana, that Summer

Wells was z homosexuyal?

Senabor Dodd. It was 2 well knows £act?

Mr. Chester. Well, again, Senator,Ayou cannot tell
which ave facts and which are hot'facﬁs,'but it was generazly
knqwn _— he was genevally considered g homosexual.

Sepator Dodd: Well, that is what I mean,

Yol

iy, Scuwvwine., IU was generally éan&idered that that man,
Wiéland; or Manteﬁ@gro, mas one of his boys; that is,‘ﬁas
sexual-Qelationshi@s éith him?

Mz, Chester. It never came %o the point of spelling it
out, but very certainly held that the wmen were bosom companions,
and yet there was such a vast Qifference in social and economlc
levels, with Wieland earning apprdximately $30 or $35 a week,
that was all the money in the world he had, and Sumner Wells
‘Qas the United States Ambassador, |
Fir, Scurwlne. Now, he visited Mr, Wells' home, did h&?

Mr. Chester. Wells was living at the Hotel Naclonal most

of that period,
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Mr. Sourwine. He visited him there?

M, Cheater. Many times.

:g; ¥, Sourwine. DIJ they g0 avound together otherwige?

~

Mr, Chester. No, not publicly. They uere Yogether

WL,28

guite a bit in his offlee and quite a bt in his home.

-

ir, Sourwine. In Wells' office

Mr. Chester. Ves, in Wells' apariment. AT the mame
time Wisland's closest compahicn was a well known howmosexual,
Cuban homosexual, called Haceo.

Me., Scurwine. Did you know his full name?

Mr. Chester. Noo. If T had, I have forgobten 1G.

Mr. Sourwine. Do you kaow what happened to hiw?

Mp . Chesterﬁ Mo, Please rgmember in this period we
never dreawmed ve would be at this point ——

¥r, Sourwlne. I understand. Ybu don't know whether
Maceo is still alive?
Mr. Chester. I have\no idéaﬁ

Mr., Sourwine. Do you know what Maceo was doing for a

| Mz, Chester. I never kﬁew:him vo be géinfqlly empioyed.
He traded on the fact his name was Maceo, which was the namé
of two (enerals in the war against spain; it was a name very
hbnored and he ciaimed to be a relabive. He was a mulavto.
M. Sour@ina. Cuﬁan?

Yr, Chester. Cuban mulatto, and the Maceos were Negroes,
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both Generals, mulattoes,gnd (his oy claimed 0 be a descendant

a grandson, oFf Maceo. -

Mr. Bourwine., 4nd yeu say chere wag a comnection
¥ betueen Maceo and Wieland?
My. Chester, Very cloze companions.

¥ : Mr. Sourwine. ‘This was oublicly known?

Mf,~Chesteré Yes.

The Aséociated Press, I wanv 1t mentioned here, occupied
offices in the same bullding as the Havana Post. In other
wordé, our offices were along-side the Havana Post in the

A-buildimg ouned by the Havane Post. In other words, ﬁhé'A8804
~elated Press was upstalrs and éne Havana Post dounstalrs.

So we éaw guite a bit of each other.

Now, do you want me to teil you some of the Sboriés we
hegrd ¢f Wieland's strénge activitieé? |

M. Sourwiﬁe. I ¢hirk s0, siv.

Senator Dodd, Yes.

Mr. Chester. Well, at the time that I was in this
position at Havana, I had seven op eighﬁ émpléyees, ﬁ}l-Cubans,
The office of the Havana Post, and the oflice of the Ass§ciated

| Press were in the dead center of the redlight éiaérict and
these vapsrteré and photographers of miné knew jﬁst about
every @rostit&te‘in the center, in %hia'afea, énd thﬁ'prosti~

sutes were pretty good sources of news because certain people

talk, when in hed with a prostitute, apparvently, that would




not talk ovherwlse,
Sc theme fellows had these connectidns gnd they came in

several times and told me that one or two of these glrisg

e | had told them thab there was o men wWorking for the Associated

Press noned Wieland who had very queer sexual habits. Now,
tae‘reasen that they sald "Asscclabed Press™ was that in that
perded any American n&wapaperman in Cuba'was thought to e an
Arsociabed‘?vesgiman. It was one of the problems we had |
beeéuse even geme of the sppsaitioa'wculd trade on the Tact
that “he AP gob-vhe blame for ib.

" 80, there was one givl nho all of us Lpew avound the
'plaoe named Julieta who séid that this boy, his favorlte

-

pagtlne vas paylng her money -~ Cthis 1s horrible -~ To gev

<

:3‘

er bilg voe dirty and he would suck_her~big toe whiletmastur»
bating. Now it seemed too strange to he true, and I doubted
A% at first, but then the boys brought me the glrl snd she
gald yes, that,was %rue,‘and she thought 1t was bad for all
thevﬁmezican ﬁewsg&pe@men because the story was that not oniy '
she —- he was doing the zame thing with other girls, and the
Amexrican newspapernen had‘a pretty bad repu%a%ion as The
result of 4. |

Av That bime, ab the same Yime, Wieland was living with --
he was married, but liviag mith’ancthér woman, 2 Russian girl

named Sonja, who was an adventuress of the first waber.

Mr., Sourwine. Do you know her last name?




G

§ ¥r, Chester. Wo. 4 very. prelity gifl, but obviously an
z adveniuress. There Weve sbories at the time that Ehis givl
§ was 1ldentilled with Soviet Russgia. I never knew oF anything,
§ never heard of anyone proving that, or never saw any evlidence
2 thart 1t wag btrue. Thé'fact tha%,she waé Russzian and her

: name Wag Sonja may}have had pometining to do wivh the rumor,

M. Sourwine. She was known as Sohny, also, wasn!'t She?

g Mr, Cheater. Probably. . I never kiew that., She .7 -

oy

finally mavried a wman who at that Lime was the Chief of

Operations of the Cuban Telephone Company, a mar hamed E.D.

PRy
B

Miller and led him guite a life, I undersitand .,

‘her after she mavried Miller?
¥n, Chester. Yes,
mf, Soarwine. Do you know if he,eveﬁ took her out %o
his home, ©o his houpe?
Mr. Chester. Ho, I wouldn't think so. I cah remember
" when Wieland had a child born. He was married to scmeaaw she
seéﬁed to be a very pleasant wéman; she seemed o be Polish
or Czech or something, extraction, I don't know. And they

called me. I was 1living in the Hotel Presidential. Those

days were the veévolutlonary period, and we were working

‘usually until two or three o'¢lock in the morning before we

closed the office.

S
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And I can remember vhis night I had gone home after working

A e

R
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vo ahoul ©wo or three o'clock in vhe morning and the phone

Dy 5

rang and gone other ﬁeWSpapermén, if I am notv mistaken 1t was

- e % P ~ i

ick Arwstrong of the Interua nal News Sewvvice, called me %

o ' : Ll
p and asgked me 1T I kuew where Wieland wag, %that his wife jus .?%
b

il

i
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had a baby and she wag in the ‘hospital and not doing too well,

T

4
i
o

and they could not find Wieland,

I didii't kmow, but I heard vhe next morvning they found
him iﬁ & whorehouse with o or three of the givrls, up to his
uzual habits, and They had to yank hlm oub to get him home,
o geb hin‘vo the hoppisal. ‘ ‘ kg

 W¥r. Sourwine.. Do you have any knowle@ e res Décting

Wieland!s d¢sch«“gc from the Havana Post?

M. Chester, Yes

A R A

RIS T

‘Mr, Sourwine. What do you know about thai?

fgzréi’&«a. oy

Mr, Chester. Well, I say "Yes." I think I do. Let

[

us puv it this way: ;é
Wieland, durihg{the‘reﬁclutionary period, the International %%

: . 2 i

newspapers had:a £ull time reporter there, a fellow named fg
: Armétroﬁg, waom I just mentioned. 4 After’things sléwed dowrn, g
they relieved him and sent him %o Mexico and ook on wiéland‘ ;%
as a string correspondent; in ﬂcwspaper par lance that means a %

part time corromponQEﬂ
Now, ohe IRS and she AP were compe tors and Wieland, as

head of the -- well, Wieland as‘an editor of the Havana Post

had access o the neus ,epofcﬂ that vere comxng 1n upstalrs
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and some of the employees of the &P reporied to me that he

was Gaking news from the AP and refiling it back to INS and

backing up vo INS on news that had «- thatv they had missed in

thelr domepiic service in the North, which was an old trick
that can be done very easily.

T veported to the pubiisher of the Havana Post the

guestion of the vicliation -
Me. Sourwine. Do you mean Mrs, Pessino?

Mp. Chesber. Yess Mrs. Clava Park Pessino. She in-
vestigated and checked it and found he was doing it, to her
satinfactions

Mr. Seurwine. Did you have'any part in establishing to
. - [ .

5

¥

er gatisfaction that ke was doing this?

Me. Chester. I prokably did, but I can't remeémber in

My, Sourulne. On the record, yéuf understanding thgn.1
is that he was fired for pirating AP neuws off of the AP wire
ahd back-filing it bn the INS wire?

Mv. Chester. That iz right, but I Ghink Mrs. Pessino
was move than glad to get rid of him because he had been o
thoroughly unrelisble. |

Mr, Sourwine. But he was fived after your complalint

that he had been dolng that?

Mr. Chester. That iz right.

Mr. Sourwine. and she told him he had heen fired
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because she was satisfied he was doing that?

Do you know whether ghe vold him thait?
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¥Mw, Chester, Yes, I

Mr. Sourwine, She %old you that?

Mr. Chester. No. Bub I think she vold hiwm.

Mr, Sourwine. Did she ¢ell you she had told him why?

My, Chegter. I canft remember.,

M. Sourwiae.v Wwell, you uwere not where?

Mr. Chesber., HNHo; no.

M. Sourwine, What mokes you think she &id.tell him?

My, Chéster, Well, I don't know, bub ueually when you
fire somebody you'give‘them a reason for firing him.

Mr. Sourwiﬁe.. Did wyou have a speakiﬁg acquainﬁauée with

#

)

Wicliand at that time?

M. Chester. I knew Wieland very, very well.

Mr, Sourwine. Did you discu&s with Wieland that matter
of the [fixing?

Mr. Chester. No. It wasn't my place to discuss that.

Mr. Sourwine. Was he employed by Associated Press.
shortly? |

Mr. Chester. That 1s right.

Mr. Sourwine. How did 1t happen? |

My, Chester. I may be a little vague, At the tiﬁe thig

happened I was Chief of the AP in Latin America and we kept

in Washington two reporters who were exclusively on Iatin
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American matters. They worked for me though they were

serving un&aﬁ tbe ureau Chiel In Washington, there is a 4]

-

question here of Jurisdiction. : i

These fellows were pcopTe hho had 6o speas Spanigh and &

they worked mostly in the labtin American Embasgi in

A A

Wgshingvon,

: ‘ Just shout the time that Wieland was through with his
<; - work in Cuba we wére short one man in the Washin nat on setun
for Latin America. Whai‘l am telling you.iﬁ %0 The hest of

H

my memory. There may be flaws in it

co Soutn

<

I Think that when I 1left %o go on another Trip |

L)

i america, which I did constvantly, to Latin america, I asked the :f
k™ . i

Washington people of the Assococlated PWCQs to look out for a
ﬁan»sx the neceowsﬁy gualifications for this job. S
- In other wOﬂds,.it was important t0 get the job flliled. »
Some monvhs later I got a notice from the wash ng%dn office
that they had £1lled the job for me with a man ngmed Wieland,
ig i - So on my return to the United States I went toVWashingtbp.
By %ﬁab time.wieland had afiected what he considered :
Senatcriél garb; ne had a big black h@v, you know, ahocstving
sies ~-
Senator Dedd. Off éhe reéOrd.
-{Discussion off the record)

Mr. Chester. And he was throwing his weight around

Washington in a very substantial way.
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‘Now, I asked the people in the AP, T can!'t remember the
individuals, I don't kniow, that I talked to, thig was 27-0dd

years agc. - And They told me he had saild he had discussed

this wivh me in Havana, and T had told him he could have the

by Susner Wells. X think thet can be deterrmined.

<
et
.
1 .
(0]

And I told vhem he was not satisfactory, I did not

-t

the manner in which he got into thevorganizaﬁion, dianot
like his pe?sonal'CCnducﬁ, and he bétter‘stér% lecoking for
another job.

‘ Mz, Sourwine. Do you rewmember when this was?

Mr. Chester. WNo, I can't tell yoﬁ in years.  Somewhere
in 1936 to 1§&0, somewhere 1ln theré.

Mr. Socurwine. Did you. give him épecific netice, a certéin
amount of time?

M. Chester. No‘} I told him %o get out of the job as
quickly as pcssiblé; get out. I am trying o remember; I
may have given him some time, but I don't think -- anyway, it
didn't bother him any because he quit and went into the
diplomatic service.

Mr.ASourwihe, Right away?

Mr. Chester, I don't know how much time elapsed, but




the next I heard of Wieland, he was doing very well in
diplomatic gmevvice.

¥Mr. Sourwlns. He wag never formally dischorged from the
AP?

M. Chester. He was given the opportunity ©o resign,

My, Scurwine. The record will show he régignedé

Mr. Chezter. I don't know what the recowds show,

ﬁr;‘Sourwin@J But you vold him if he did not get out you
would fivye ﬁim?

Mr . Chester, That is pight.

M. Sourwine. Do you know aanything about the circum-
gvances of.hiﬁ_entering the diplomatic éervice?

Mr. Chester. No, I do not. o

Senator Dedd. Did you know Mike MeDermoti?

M». Chester, Yéﬁ, very well,

Senator Dbdd.” He had been iﬁ Havana? |

Mr.ychester. No, I never saw miké -~ T saw him in 1940
at the Pan American Ccnferencé.

Senateor Dodd. Were you there Ghen?

Me. Chester. No, not from 1933.

Mr. Sourwine., Do you know of any connection betuween
‘McDermott and Wieland?
Mr, Chester, None.

Senator Dodd. I belleve he sald McDermott hired him.

Mr. Chester., Oh. T understand he asked Sumner Wells
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50 get nim in out of the rain.

Mr. Sourwine. Where do you have that information from?

My, Chesgter. UWhich iQ&Orx veion?

A

Mr. Sourwine. That Suwﬂer Wells had toldé the State
Department ©o ?e him cutr of %he »aln?

My, Chester. Varicus nemsgapermen} gopsiping, and the
grapevine,

Senator Dodd. Aand by that vime Wells was Under Secvetary
of State, wasn't he? |

Mr. Chester. That iz »ight,.

Mr . Sourwine. Did ycﬁ havé any knowledge'of the re-
lationship bocwcen Mr. Wleland an Mr. Wells while they were
both emgloyed,in the State Departmenn?

Mr. Chester. Wo. The knowledge I had of tﬁem was when
Wells wWag -~ he was Under Secrelbary, but éotlng a8 Ambassador;
on thm Specaal mission, and Wieland was in the Havana Post.

Sourwine; That was be,oce Wieland went there?

. Chester. That is right -- I don't kncw what the reé'
lationahlp was then. |

Mr, Sourwine. Did you have any.knowledge of the State
Departuentts atvitude wluh regard to Castro?

Mr. Chester. Did I have any knowledge of 1t -~ yes.

My, Socurwine. Tell us what you knew o? it. You were at
ime adviser %o Ba%iota, wera you not?. |

E.O. 13526, section 3.3(b)(1)

r:-.

that
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. 13526, section 3.3(b)(1)

He was a bigshot in the Senate and he
became very violent in his criticisms of me, as he called it,

informing on Castro."
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Senator Dodd. Was he pro-Casitro?

pr. Chester. I can only tell you what he sgaid. He be-

e
[¢)
£
[
O
By

came OrLy: me informing on Castro --
Senator Dodd, Did they call that "informing"?
Mr. Chesgter. Pringing in informatlon.

Mr Sourw¢1 He did not iike youw bfiﬂgwﬁa ¢n adv rae

Mr. Chester. That is vight, And one occasion when I

Went to a grea’ de&lAOf affort vo get come information, and if

-the names of fifty Communist leaders in Latin America

o

same Cime,

¥

I

am not mlrtaken Lt was at that

with a thumbnail biography of each one of them ~~

E.O. 13526, section 3.3(b)(1)

Mr., Souruine. This was Iin what yean?

Mr. Chester. In sround 1955, 1956.
Sourwine. This was before Castro 1énded?

e, Chester. Before and during the time he was in cvba.'

Mr, Sourwine. I am talking about --

ﬁr;'Chester. Mo, it was after Castro landed.

So it seems thal there was a fellow hamed Diaz Balart
going around whose sister was married to Castro, who was a
classmate of Castrs}im the University, and I_am cpnvincéd they
were Cbmmuﬁists during the studen% days and who was a greab
pal of Fldel Castro who 1aﬁer lef¢ Communizsm and was in the
Government, a young, personable fellow who claimea to have

seen the light after he got older and a little more mature.
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Well, every time I came in with information, he would

8y, "Why in the hell don't you bring in something about.

iagz Balari?"'. ‘
E.O. 13526, section 3.3(b)(1) }

And "Why worry about {astro?

>Senator Dodd. Apout what time was this?

Mr. Chester. It was about two of three or four months
after Arthur Gardner left; that would glive you the t¢lme. The
Cuban Government had assembled a diliggﬁce, a file; on Castre

that they felt was complete evidence and substvantial evidence

and documented evidence thav Castro was affillated with the
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Communlist Party over a periocd of years, and that this, the

Y

milicary movemenv in Cuba was sponscored; divected, and

comnandered by Communlist Torces, Communist elements.

S0, he told, ke sent word to the Awbassador he had this

dinformation —=-

Mr. Sourwine., -~ That iy, Batista d&id? o
HMr. Chester. To Cardner, and iU was available to-the 'é
United Svates Covernment, the resulits of a great many agents i

‘working over a period of years, Cuban agents, but he had not

o

turned it over to anyone in Havana because he had some wmis-

glvings about the loyalty or pelivical beliefs of certain

pembers of the American Embassy in Havana. |E.O.13526,section 3.3(b)(1)

|
i

SR

o
4

Mr. Sourwlne. This was two or three months before

Gardner left?

Mr. Chester. Yes. At the same time I delivered a
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mesgage to Mr. Dulles at the vequest of the Presgident of
Cuba which was that, "Here is the evidence on Castro, and

{astro has saild publicly that he will déstroy the United
States Emmaésies to Cuba,” and the Pr@sidenﬁ»feit it wouldv
be Lll-¢imed to‘remove Gardner -- in additlon, rumors that
Casvro wag going to gev him, Castro =a2id publicly he would,
in less than six mo;ﬁﬁs or a year, and he azked me ¢0 pass

— — and T ald. |E.O.13526, section 3.3(b)(1)

And Mr. Dulles sald he understood how the President

TRy .

wha

Lo

felﬁ; and he would see whai could be done. Te made»ﬁo‘commitu
nents, made no pramiaes, and i think he made 1% ?ery clear it
was not his asﬁigament; but he woaldvbé glad to =~ aﬁd withih
'three'or four months time Mr, Gardner waé removed.

And by that time, what I had.not khown was that the

gellout of Bavista had already beenycompieted in our ouwn

Government -- and then you run into the Pawley things and what_A

have you -- but during the‘time‘l was avound the Embassy I
met very, very outspoken faveritism in favor of Castro fron
people like John Toﬁping, who was political atiache and
adviser to both Ambésgadors, Gardner and. Swith.

Senator Dodd. What was his first name?

Y, Chester, John. He wasz a gueer man, and he was
openly pro-Castro.

My, Séurwine. vou have net explained on the recérd how

u were around the Embassy so wmuch, Wer serving i
ou were around the Embassy S0 much lere you serving in
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some ¢apaclvy Tor imbassador Gardner?
Mr. Chester. I thought I mentioned, I don't know whether

on the wecord, but I acted az sort of a messenger boy between

AMbasSad0or -

Senater Dodd. Yes, he did.

M. Chesber. Between the Ambassador and the Pregident
of Cuba.
Mr. Sourwine. So you had occasion %o be in the Embassy?

Mr. Chester. I was in the Embasky at least four or five

3

days a veek and all of that can be verified if you want to,
while you arve vight here, Trom Gardner.

Mr. Scurulne., What other evidences of pro-Castro

feelings in the Embassy did you see, if any? &E-O- 13526, section 3.3(b)(1) }

Me. Chesbter. Well, I got such a mess of ik, —

E.O. 13526, section 3.3(b)(1)



http:Ambassad.or

2
-

E.O. 13526, section 3.3(b)(1) ' 25

¥ir, Chester, Yes,

Mr. Sourwine, urilng what vears, do you know?
WMy . Chester, I woulé hove to guess again. I don't
think welrealize that we are makimg & record;we are living.
£ must have.been about '54, 158, somewhere in there --
when did Casteo land -~ 56, I guess,
My, Sourwine. 157,
Mr. Chester. Idon't remember, but 1t was sowething
around '54, early 'S4 uﬁtil afteé Castro had been in There --
Hr. Sournine.- ﬁhen didhaardﬁer léave?
Mr. Chesﬁer. I can't tell you. The caiehdar fools me.
I can time 1t when I delivered this stulfl by Gardner's
departure time.
r.fSogrwine. AllAright.

Well, vou leftv soon after you made .'this delivery -

} E.O. 13526, section 3.3(b)(1)

M, Chester. NG =
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¥Mr. Souvwine. Now, you sald it became apparvent that

.&4
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!_3
o
B
-
<
b}

Batista had been s0id down the river, I think w

Me. Sourwine, That the sellout was complete.

What do you mean by that?

Mr. Chester. Well, the business of Pavley telllag him
he had to resign, and then My. Smith following that u§ -= 1
mean, 1t looked like a man being»so;d'aut.

Mr.-SOurwine, You did not know these things at the time?

Mr. Chester. ¥Xo.

ﬁé. Scurwihe. | You gidn't 1egvé Batista uneil the 22nd
'of'Becembgr?'

Mr. Chester. That 1z right.

o Me. Sourwine. Pawley saw him on the 17¢h, you dldn't
knaw -
Mr. Cheater. You see, during the 1last year, that is,

i calendar year '58, I spent half of wy Gime on my place in
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®iorida and half in Cuba with«Eatista, and the arrangement
wad I would check him before I came in ©o spend the weekend
for the List of apyciﬂtment&, or 1ist of work to be done on
the coming week, sa‘x Saw him on Déoember 22nd and told hinm
I wan going ©o spend Chnristmas holidaye with my family in
Flcﬁlda; and he -- we had spent moSt of our Christmas holidays
tegether -- and he feit I should bring them down;kbut I was
adamant on spendiag éhem av nmy place in Plorida, beo&ué@ my
uwife wanted to. . |

He sald, "Ckay, but be back by the sixth of Januwary,
becauée I had a lov of work td do?QF |

'Mri'Scurwine} So when you left you did nobt lnow you
were leaving Batista, the regimé went down from under you,
and you lost your connection ——

Mr. Chester. Thet is wight, and -~

Sena%or Dodd. And ?ou never went hack?

M. Chester. No. No, because this fellow indicted me,

and -~ this is not for the vecord.

M, Scurwine. Would you repeat thate

Mr. Chester. One of the reasons Castro has thils tre-

mendous dislike for me Is that wien he ralded wmy house in

Havana immediately after he took over the country, he found
cerialn documents which were the basls for the report I wmade

- some months prilor to that. He ralded -~ 1t uwas

E.O. 13526, section 3.3(b)(1)
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a penthouse -~ he raided the penthouse seven ti mes, and chob
out all the windows, 2ll the mifxarw,levewyth¢ng, all wy
personal pfopérty}’evaryshing elge

Mr, Sourwine. I think you understand this Committee's

-

position iz basically concerned wivh the security of this

n the Caribbean. We are pursuing the matter of

Jots
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not to be vindictive about a partleular iadividual,

but because 1t appears to bear on the security of this countx ry

. K

and it may ve part of a plcture in which 1t v appear that

&
;u.

a éoou nany wrﬁag decisions may have been made,:noﬁ entirely
out of error. |
Kpnowing this b“ckgvauna of The Com&i*tée's interest,
do'you have any’iafarmation that you thin% would be useful
to us that you have not told? |
Mr. ‘cl er. No., I might if T sat down and reviewed'it.}
But JDG woula oe inuefef*ea in knowing I told this |
gentleman (in@icating Mr. Cajigas) coming over here that what
ouw Gove&nment'has to do ig ¢ find out where we are going |
in this $thing and quit blaming the errors on lgnorance, 5e~
ca&se it was not ignorance, it was ﬁalicious, it was mallcioqs~
ness.
We are prone to say, well, the poor fellows don't khow
any‘bettev. But that is not uwrue. In my oplnion we are

going through a very, very Adillicult period and unless

Committee’s like yours can do scomething, it will give {he
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Unlved States away.

Mpr. Sourwine. This may be the last chance we have,

Communism for 25 years and alwavs ban¢ 8 wy ears pinned back

Tor 1t hecaus e every Lime you say you are agalinst Comnunism,

you beccime a lMeCarthy-followey,

Line m.ym:Cmmm 5t Party

Mz, Sourwine,. Whe curreny

is Cthat anbi- uommaaa sm 18 a great weapon against peace,

because you are awarmonger.®

vr i e

Mr Chesgter., That is right. That is, I am not pro--
‘ Communist, I am anu1«00nmuh¢ t -= and, what the hell, that

is pro~Communist.

{Whereupon, at 3:30 o'clock p.m., the Subcommittee was
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