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The Steamer Julia Blown Up in
San Francisco Bay.

e

The Eull Burned to the Water's Edge
and Engulfed With a Number of

Passengors,
(R —

Between Thirty aud Forty Lives
Estimated to Have Been Lost.

[ S —
Thirteen Bodies Recovered from the
Wreck—Tho Search for Others

Prooeeding,
[ ——

VALLEJO, CalL, Fob, 27.—A dlsastrous ex:
plosion occurred to-day at South Vallejo, on
the ferry atemmer Julis, plying beswesn
HBouth Vallejo and Vallajo station. The'
steamer was about to leave her moorings s
faw minutes after 6 o'clook, and and abous

70 persons on board, many of whom were’

going acroas tho strait to work in the lum-
ber yards on the ather slde.
sy s the devkhands wores hanling in the
lirdos thore was & loud explosion and
A SNEKT OF TLAMA
shot into the air. ‘These who were on deck
At the tiiue wera huried overboard by the
toree of she explosion and seversl of them
wore killed outright by bwng struck by
10008 of the debria, which were sont fiying
n all direotions.
The explosion atirasted the attention of
persons living in the vioinity and men rushed
the saslstunce of the uuforsunsts pas-

songors,

[If » fow minutes all was confusion, for
men, women and chfldren wiho Lad relss
tives on hoard the fll-tated Julia, were wait-
ng and wringing heir hauds as shey

he men ou the whurt were anxious to
aid, bug thero seemed to be but litsie for
them to do, A8 mont of the passengers were

helow the deuka atthe thne of tho explosion,
aud were

EITHER KILLED OVITRIGHT OR DROWXED,
when the water poursd in on them,

1t lnd besn customary for all passengers
to go bolow the decks 1n tlLe morning, as it
was cold and foggy-

A fuw who were on the dook and were nod
rendered insensible by the forue of the
shook, were quickiy ussisted ashore by the
people on the wharf.

‘Lo add to Lhe intensity of the sosne, large
vats of petroleum atored on the whart canghy
firs ana the flamoes spread ranidly.

‘I'he tire oompunies wore npable to accom-

lish anything, aa there was 10 water, owing

the tide being out, and 15 minutes atier
the exploston abous 000 fest of whart, freight
ae{ol and telegraph offices wers burning.
When she tide caige In they managed to
% supply of water and at noon had

nunuer controi,

While the 1iremen and others were trylng
t0 sav¢ the whurt a large Ruber of buat-
men wero rowing around the wreok,

BEEXING TO RECOVER BODIES,

Boon after the axploaion ocsurred the
steamer had barned to the wate's vigzsand
sunk 1o the bovtom with & &‘MII sumber of
the viotims buried under the debris in the

cabin.
Itinbellaved that hotween thirty and forty

FEARFUL EXPLOSION,

lives were loat, _ Up 10 & Inte houp this afsar -

noon rwelve bodiup uad bsen recovered, §wo.
of whioh were burned beyoud resogni

‘'he anmes of the usher ton viouims are as
follows:

Malvin Hodgkine.

Joseph Fragas.

Wm, Bawan.

Michael Bravley.

John Bravick,

Wm. Stark.

Edward Rule,

A man named Bigging,

The names of prubably less than half of
the passengers who were on board of the
steamor at the time of vhe explosion are noy
known, wiioh makos 1t impoasible to tell
now many

BANXK WITIX THB WRECK,
but at lesst fiftesn who are known to have
been on the steamer sre still misaing,

Captain Guodge of the Julla was seversly
injured, as was alsn Charles Hoath, the pllot.
Twalve oir filteen others are also very

ly rl:inud.
‘The resord of the Juila 18 & bad one, and
this i8 not the iray terrible avcident on
steamer. In Beptember, 1868, th

D! 8 hoad ©
hey botler blew outs, killing nine of the crew -

and soalding the clark snd snvther officer of

the bost 8o badly thuv Whey lingered for only . ;

B few duys.

The onuse of the disastsr to-day is no
known, though 1t 18 yenerally believed
the explosion ocourred in the Lotlers ; but
the impression alse prevaiied that the Hire
was it sdome way
i COMMURIOATED TO 'THN PETROLBUN
tank, and that tho exploaion ocourred in
that quarter. Thd steamer burned potrolenm

for fuel,
Vallejo i8 20 miles up tho bay from San .

Franclaco.

Ah4 p. m. the coroner dochtea to hold ay
3

foquest over tho bodies that had bheen
goverad for the purpose of identitying shem.
1t was no easy task a8 tho bodiea ‘wore more
or lesa disfignred.

For instahos, in one corner of tha shed lay.
A mass of human remnins so charred that 1%
was imposalble to identify them oxospt by
mn%l of clothing on tho body. Nesnr by 1
snother body, the skull clefs in swain an
the hauds blown off. ‘T'he faoe of still any
piber body wus

A MABS OF CHTARRED FLESH.

Tmoys wera broken fn several places, When
the jury suspended their la thirteen
bodies had been identified. ‘The moat of the
passsugors on the tll-futed bost woro labor.
‘ers. 1t besn an lour later, several of
the haavy capitalisis of Ban Francisoo wonld
have heon on the boat, As they go up into m
val::{ beyond on Batkrday night and rel
Munday :norning.



