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THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
COUMUNIO.t.TING, 

III compliance with the ruolution of the Senate of the 213th of February, 
1857, aU correspondence of Joha W. Geary, late governor of the 
Territcrry of KaMas, not heretofore communicated to OongrU8. 

J.t.NU.t.RT 7,l858.-Received. 
J.t.JI17.t.RT ll.-Referred to the Committee on Territoriea.-}lotion to print referred to the 

Committee on printing. 
J.t.NUABT 12.-Report in favor of printing submitted, considered, and agreed to. 

To the Senate of the United Statu: 

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 28th of Feb
ruary last, requesting a communication of all the correspondence of 
John W. Geary, late governor of the Territory of Kansas, not here
tofore communicated to Congress, I transmit a report from the Secretary 
of State and the documents by which it was accompanied. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 
WASHINGTON, January 6, 1858. 

W ASmNGTON, January 6, 1858. 
The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the Senate's resolu

\ion of the 28th of February last, requesting the President to com
mnnicate to the Senate all the correspondence with Governor John 
W. Gea.ry concerning the affairs of the Territory of Kansas not here
tofore communicated to Congress, has the honor to lay before the 
President the documents mentioned in the subjoined list, which com
prise all those on record or on file in this department called for by 
the resolution. 

Respecttully submitted. 
LEWIS CASSo 

To the PRfEDENT. 
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2 CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN W. GEARY. 

Li8t of papers acoompanying tlte report of tILe Secretary of State to 
tILe President, of tlte 6tIL of January, 1858. 

Governor Shannon to }Ir. }farcy, April 27, 1856, with accompani-
ments, from No.1 to No.8, inclusive. 

The Prellident to Governor Shannon, May 23, ]856. 
Same to same, May 23, 1856. 
Governor Shannon to the President, May 31, 1856, with accompani-

ments, from No.1 to No.6, inclusive. 
The President to Governor Shannon, June 6, 1856. 
:Mr. Davis to Mr. Marcy, July 16, 1856, with two accompaniments. 
Governor Geary to lIr. Marcy, October 17, 1856, with accompanying 

execut.ive minutes from the 1st to the 16th of October, 1856, 
inclusive. 

Same to same, December 8, 1856, with accompanying executive 
minutes from 22d November to 6th December, 1856, inclusive. 

E..(ecutive minutes from the 8th to the 31st December, 1856, in
clusive. 

Executive minutes from the lst to the 19th January, 1857, inclusive. 
Executive minutes fi'om the 20th to the 31st of January, 1857, in-

clusive. 
Executive minutes from the 1st to the 20th February, 1857, inclusive. 
Executive minutes from the 21st of February to 12th March~ 1857. 
Executive minutes from the 11th to the 31st of March, 1857. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Lecompton, K. T., April 27, 1856. 

SIR: At the date of my last despatch, order and tranquillity pre
vailed throughout the Territory, and I then cherished the hope that 
our difficulties had passed away, and that in the future the law would 
have been permitted to take its regular course. This hope has been 
disappointed, and there would seem to be at this time a more SY8-
tematic and dangerous organization to defeat and baflle the due ex
ecution of the territorial laws, than at any former period. To enable 
the President to understand fully the present difficulties by which we 
are surrounded, it i.s important that I should state certain facts with 
their dates. On the 6th day of July, ]855, a warrant, illsued from the 
district court sitting at Tecumseh, in the county of Shawnee, against 
S. N. Wood, on an indictment found against him by the grand jury 
of that county for the crime of larceny. This warraut was placed in 
the hands of the United States marshal for execution. On the 29th 
day of November, 1855, a warrant, issued against the same S. N. 
Wood for rescuing Branson out of the custody of Sheriff Jones, and 
resisting him in the execution of his uffice. This warrant was issued 
by Hngh Ca.meron, a justice of the peace in Douglas county, and 
placed in the hands of Sheriff Jones, at the time, for execution. 
Shortly after this writ had been issued and placed in the hands of 
the sheriff, S. N. Wood fled from the territory, and during the last 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN W. GEARY. 3 

winter has been engaged in lecturing in Ohio and elsewhere, on Kan
sas affairs and in raising a company of men to accompany him to 
this territory. About the 15th instant he returned to Lawrence with 
his company, variously estimated at from eighty to one hundred and 
fifty men. I am informed that he and his company were received in 
Lawrence by a public meeting, at which Governor Iteeder, and C. 
Robinson, who claims to be the governor of "the State of' Kansas," 
made public addresses denouncing the territorial laws as void, and en
couraging and exciting resistance to the execution of them. On the 
13th of January last, a warrant was issued by Samuel Crane, a jus
tice of the peace, against. Eo Monroe for larceny, and at the same time 
was placed in the hands of Sheriff Jones for execution. On the 19th 
instant, Sheriff Jones hearing of the return of S .. N. 'Wood, entered 
Lawreuce with the view of arresting him, as well as the said Monroe. 
He arrested \Vood, who was immediately rescued out of his custody by 
a large body of men, who denounced the territorial laws, and openly 
declared that they should not be enforced, and threatened the sheriff 
with violence. The sheriff, being overpowered by numbers and his 
prisoner having been rescued from his custody by the mob, returned 
to this place and summoned a civil posse of four men to attend him, 
and returned on the next day to retake Wood and make additional 
arrests of others against whom he had obtained warrants for rescuing 
Wood. He and his posse were again resisted and threatened with 
violence, all of which he reported to me and requested ttl be furnished 
with a military posse to enable him to execute the process in his 
hands. For a more detailed statement of the facts in relation t.o these 
transactions, I beg leave to refer to the communication of Sheriff 
JODes to me, a copy of whicR is annexed and marked No. 1. 

I immediatealy addressed a note to Colonel Sumner at Fort 
Leavenworth, requesting him to furnish a small detachment of 
United Satetl troops to aid the sheriff in the execution of the 
warrants in his hands, a copy of which is herewith transmitted 
and marked No.2. Colonel Sumner promptly complied with this 
request and immediately sent 0. detachment of ten men under the 
command of Lieutenant McIntosh. I herewith transmit a copy of his 
reply to my note marked No.3. On the 2M instant, Sheriff Jones, 
with a military posse under the command ofI .. ieutenant McIntosh, pro
ceeded to Lawrence to execute the warrants in his hands. It is proper 
tbat I should state that he was also deputy marshal, and as such the 
United States marshal had placed the warrant against S. N. Wood for 
larceny in his hands for execution. On arriving at Lawrence the sheriff 
made some five or six arrests without any actual resistance, but was 
unable to find S. N. Wood, Monroe, and some others, who were sup
posed to be concealed in the town of Lawrence. It being late in the 
evening, he determined to remain over night, with the view of making 
forther examinations and arrests on the next day. 'fhe life of Sheriff 
Jones had been repeatedly threatened during the day, and late in the 
evening he was warned by a citizen of Lawrence that a conspiracy 
had been formed to assassinate him. Mr. Jones, in order to be con
venient to his prisoners, remained with Lieutenant McIntosh in his 
tent, and under his protection, believing, I presume, tha.t under this 
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4 CORRESPONDENCE OF JOTIN W. GEARY. 

protection he would be entirely safe. In the course of the evening he 
passed out of the tent with Lieutenant McIntosh and anotbergentleman 
to obtain some water, and while in the act of drawing it he was fired 
upon without effect, the ball passing through his pantaloons. This 
shot it is stated came from a crowd who were standing at some distance 
from him. He immediately returned to Lieutenant Mcintosh's tent, 
where be intended to remain during the night. About ten o'clock in 
the evening lie was again fired upon through the back part of the tent, 
thebaU entering his spine between his shoulders. He fell apparently 
dead. For some days all thought the wound mortal, but information 
which we have received. to-day gives us strong hopes of his recovery. 
Every effort was made by I.ieutenan t McIntosh and others to detect the 
assassin, but without success. I beg leave to refer to the annexed 
statf>ment of the civil pOl!se who accompanied the sheriff, marked No. 
4, for a more detailed statement of facts touching th6 proceedings of 
the sheriff. This posse was composed of gentlemen of high standing 
and strict integrity aud honor, and their statements are entitled to 
full confidence. Upon the attempted assassination of Sheriff Jones, 
Lieutenant McIntosh immediately sent a despatch detailing the facts 
to Colonel Sumner at Fort Leavenworth, who marched with a portion 
of his command in the direction of this place and at the same time 
addressed me the annexed note marked No 5. 

On the 25th instant Col. Sumner arrived at this place in advance 
of his command, and being satisfied that a small posse of United 
States troops was as available in making arrests as a large one, and 
having but little hope that any additional arrests could be made, I 
addressed him a note, a copy of which is annexed, marked No.6, with 
which he promptly complied. I send you herewith a copy of a state
ment made by MeSHS. Crocket & Holsey, in rela.tion to a recent 
attempt made on the house of Major Clarke, marked No.7. I have 
no doubt of the fact, from the information which has been communi
cated to me, that it has been determined to assassinate Major Olarke, 
and that his life is in danger. 

I herewith transmit a certified copy, marked No.8, of evidence that 
was elicited by the grand jury of Jefferson county, at their last term, 
in relation to a secret, oath-bound military organization, which exists 
in this Territory. It will be perceived that it is different and much 
more dangerous than the one which was exposed some time since. I 
have satisfactory information that this secret organization exists in 
the east, and that by means of the signs and grips the new emigrants 
from the east are enabled to recognize their fellow members in this 
Territory to whom personally they are unknown. I am now able to 
state, upon reliable information, the whole plan (If resistance to the 
territorial laws, and their execution which has been adopted by those 
who pretend to deny their validity. This plan is well understood 
and supported by a dangerous secret oath-bound organization of men 
who, it is believed, from the manifestations and threats already made, 
will be unscrupulous a3 to the use of means to accomplish their 
objects. The plan is this: whenever an officer, whether United 
States marshal, sheriff or constable, shall attempt to execute a writ 
or process issued under any territorial law, aided and assisted by a 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN W. GEARY. 5 

~sse of United States troops, he is to be evaded, but not openly re
sisted. Should an attempt be made by any officer to execute any writ 
or process issued under the laws of this Territory, unaided by a posse 
of United States troops, he is to be resisted by force at all hazards. 
There is a determined purpose to carry out this programme, regardless 
of all consequences, and the country is filled with armed men, the 
greater portion of whom have recently arrived in the Territory, ready 
to carry out this plan by force of arms. It will be obvious to the 
President that, if every officer of the government charged with the 
execution of legal process, issued under, and to enforce the territorial 
laws, is compelled to call on a military posse of United States troops 
to aid in executing the law, that the territorial government will be 
practically nullified. It will be impossiblo to collect the taxes assessed 
tor county or territorial purposes if this plan of resistance should be 
succf'ssf u 1. 

Indeed, the people of the Territory will not submit to it without 
an attempt at least to enforce the laws against all. There is now in 
the town of Lawrence an arsenal well supplied with all the munitions 
of war, which have been purchased in the east and secretly introduced 
into that place. They have ten pieces of artillery, at least, one thou
sand stand of Sharpe'o rifles, and a large supply of revolvers. There 
is said to be about five hundred men in the town of Lawrence at this 
time who refuse to submit to the territorial laws, and who openly 
declare that no officer shall execute any process issued under these 
laws without being resisted by force. A large portion of the country 
people who took an active part with the citizens of' Lawrence in the 
difficulty last fall seem to hold themselves entirely aloof from the 
difficulties with which we are now threatened, and are now open in 
their Jenunciations of C. Robinson and his party. But the recent 
emigrant. from the east (with some exceptions, of' coursE',) seem deter
mined to provoke a civil confl.ict. The law and order party of the 
Territory so far seem determined, on the other hand, to avoid this 
calamity. But it is in vain to conceal t.he fact that we are threatened 
on all sides with most serious difficulties and that a dangerous crisis 
is rapidly approaching. Sheriff Jones had a very extensive acquaint
ance not only in this Territory but also in the border countries in 
Missouri, where he formerly resided, and was universally respected 
and esteemed as a high minded, honorable, and brave man. The 
dastardly attempt to assassinate him while in the discharge, and for 
the performance of, his official duties, connected with the threats 
openly madE! of assassination against others, and the firm conviction 
in the public mind that this is a part of'a settled policy, to be carried 
out through the agency of a secret order or organization, have already 
produced a strong teeling of excitement throughout the whole country, 
which is rapidly on the increase and it is difficult to see, at this time, 
where it will end. Large parties both from the north and south are 
daily arriving with pre-exist.ing prejudices and hostile feelings, which 
will greatly increase the difficulty of preserving the peace of this 
Territory. 

I have the honor to be your obedient serva.nt, 
WILSON SHANNON. 

Hon. W. L. MARCY. 
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6 CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN W. GEARY. 

No. 1. 

LECOMPTON, K. T., .April 20, 1856. 
SIR: On the 19th instant., I went to the town of' Lawrence, in the 

county of which I am the sheriff, to execute certain writs, which were 
issued anti placed in my hands to serve by a legal and proper officer, 
for the arrest of one Samuel N. \;V ood. After arresting the said 
Samuel N. Wood, and be being in my custody, he attempted to esc.ape 
from me, which I prevented. Whereupon a mob, composed of the 
citizens of Lawrence, came to his rescue, and with violence and force 
took him from me, and held me until he made his escape. At the 
same time my assistant was taken by force and prevented from coming 
to my relief. At the same time that violence was done me, the arms 
that I had were taken from me and are now in their possession. I was 
notified that the laws of the Territory would not be respected by them 
nor permitted to be enforced by any officer of the Territory. I came 
back to this place for an additional force, and returned to Lawrence 
with a posse composed of four men, citizens of this place, to assist me 
in recovering my prisoner and arresting other persons for theft and 
other crimes. When there I summoned an additional posse from 
among the citizens of Lawrence. These latter refused to act, and wi~ 
my small posse of four men, I attempted to make the arrests, and was 
a~ain repulsed and the prisoners taken from me by force, and most 
vIolent threats reiterated against me and the laws of the Territory. 
I now call upoo your excellency to furnish me with such military force 
as may be at your disposal. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

His Excellency WILSON SHANNON, 
GoverMr of Kansas Territory. 

No.2. 

SAMUEL J. JONES. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, LECOMPTON, K. T., 
.April 20, 1856. 

SIR: I have been duly advised by Samuel J. Jones, sheriff of 
Douglas county in this Territory, that, having a warrant in his hands 
against a man by the name of S. N. \Vood, he proceeded to the town 
of' Lawrence on yesterday and arrested him, but that he was imme
diately rescued out of his hands by ~ome twenty men, and that. he was 
unable to retake him. Having obtained warrants against several of 
those engaged in said rescue, he proceeded this day again. to the town 
of Lawrence with a civil posse of five men, with a view of recapturing 
the said Wood and arresting th~ other parties against whom he had 
warrants, but was again resisted and unable to recapture Wood or take 
any of the parties against whom he held warrants. He has called 
upon me for a competent posse to enable him to execute the legal 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF JOlIN W. GEARY. 7 

process in his hands. Knowing the irritated state of feeling t.hat exists 
between the two parties in the Territory, growing out of their former 
difficulties, and being exceedingly desirous to avoid the effusion of 
blood, or any cause or excuse for further conflict or disturbance, I have 
thought it most advisable to can on you for an officer and six men to 
accompany the sheriff and aid him in the execution of the legal pro
cess in his hands. This force will be sufficient to overpower any person 
or persons against whom the sheriff holds warrants, and I will not 
anticipate resistance beyond this at present. To call upon any of the 
citizens of the county to accompany the sheriff and aid him in over
powering the resistance on the part of the defendants that is at this 
time anticipated would most probably lead to a conflict, which, when 
once commenced, it is difficult to foresee where it might end. 

But in the use of the United State troops' no personal or party 
feeling can exist on either side, and their presence, most likely, will 
command obedience to the laws. I have to ask you, therefore, to de
tach to this place, immediately, an officer with six men to aid and 
usist the sheriff of this county in the execution of the warrants in his 
hands. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
'VILSON SHANNON. 

Col. SUKNJIB. 

No.3. 

HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY, 
F(Y1't Leavenworth, .A.pril 21, 1866. 

GOVERNOR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter dated yesterday. In ('ompliance with your requisition, and 
under the orders of the President, I will send an officer and a small 
party to aid the sheriff in executing the la.ws. I trust it will not be 
necessary to use violence on this occ8..<lion. 

I am, eir, with high respect, your obedient servant" 
E. V. SUMNER, 

Oolonel First Oavalry, Oommand&7I1I. 
His Excellency WILSON SRANNON, 

Govern(Y1' of KaMas. 

No.4. 

We the undersigned, citizens of Douglas county, Kansas Territol1.' 
upon ~ur oaths state, that we were summoned by S. J. Jones, sherIff 
ofsaid county, upon the morning of Sunday, A prn 20, as a posse to 
I8sist in the execution of legal process upon persons living in Lawrence; 
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8 CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN W. GEARY. 

accompanied by the said sheriff, we proceeded to Lawrence, at which 
place we arrived about eleven o'clock, a. m. 

Upon our arrival in said place, said Jones, sheriff as aforesaid, was 
proceeding in the direction of the house of one S. N . Wood, against 
whom he (Jones) stated he had several warrants, one of which was for 
larceny, when he was surrounded in the street by several hundred 
men; and he, the said Jones, summoned four or five of them who 
were present to assist him in the execution of his process. Every 
man so summoned refused to recognize the legal authority of ,Kansas 
Territory. At tbis juncture the said sheriff recognized several per
sons in the mob al?ainst whom he held warrants; he arrested one of 
them, who resisted him and was rescued by the mob. The sheriff 
then called upon the by-standers by name to assist in apprehending 
the said persons. Again he was resisted with threats and curses. 
After attempting to arrest several other persons, all of whom were 
rescued by the mob, he again and repeatedly called upon them in the 
name of the law to assist him in the execution of the legal processes 
which he held. lIe was asked by what authority he called upon 
them, he replied by the authority of the laws of Kansas Territory, to 
which answers were made, "Call upon us in the name of hell and 
we'll obey, but you can never arrest a citizen of Lawrence by virtue 
of your territorial laws." "We don't recognize them." "We will 
oppose them with our blood." " Do not undertake to arrest another 
man, Jones, if you do, you are a dead man." "If you ever succeed 
in arresting a citizen of Lawrence, your life shall pay for it." "Resign 
your office, Jones, resign your office, you shall never arrest another 
man in Lawrence." Very similar threats were made by persons in 
the mob, in addition to them, all of which were approved by the mob, 
manifested by shouts of "yes," "yes," "we will never submit," and 
by other ways, from which manifestations we knew that the resistance 
was universal and determined. Jones called upon a number of them 
who assisted in the said rescues, when he was told that they would 
give him the "muster roll," and the mob cried out "take the mus
ter roll, Jones, we all resist." We deemed any further attempt to 
arrest the violators of the law hopeless at this time, and also regd.rded 
with anxious apprehension the public execution of threatR: which had 
been made by the people of Lawrence against Jones, and his consequent 
88sasination. Under these circumstance" we mounted our horses, and 
amid the ~roans, hisses and insults of the mob which had followed, 
accompanIed by said Jones, we left Lawrence. 

WM. J. PRESTON, 
J. C. ANDERSON, 
W. F. DONALDSON. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, ajustice of the peace for Douglas 
county, Kansas Territory, this twenty-eighth day of April, 1856. 

J. W. SHEPARD, 
Justice o/tlte Peace/or Douglas oounty. 
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No.5. 

HEADQUARTERS 1ST CAVALRY, 
Fort Leavenworth, .April 24, 1856. 

9 

GOVERNOR: I march immediately, with two squadrons, to join you 
at Lecompton, to be followed at once by the rest of the regiment, if 
necessary. I would earnestly and respectfully recommend that no 
call be made upon the militia. We can settle this difficulty without 
further bloodshed if there is no interference from political partizans. 

I am, governor, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
E. V. SUMNER, 

Col. 1st Cavalry, commanding. 
His Excellency WILSON SHANNON. 

No.6. 

EXECUTIVE OFP'ICE, 
Lecompton, K. T., .April, 25, 1856. 

FIll\.: I am satisfied that the persons against whom writs have been 
issued aud placed in the hands of the sheriff of this county, and who 
have not been taken, have secreted themselves or fled, so that for the 
present no further arrests can be made. Nevertheless, I deem it 
prudent to have a military posse or guard of thirty men stationed at 
this place, and subject to my orders, to act in case of an emergency. 
I would therefore request you to furnish me with such a guard from 
your command, to be used as a sheriff's posse and to preserve the peace, 
as occasion may require. 

I have no further requisition to make on you at present, but would 
respectfully request you to hold your command in readiness to act at 
a moment's warning if required by ml~ to enforce the laws or preserve 
the peace. 

Yours, with grea.t respect, 
WILSON SHANON. 

Col. SUMNER. 

No.7. 

A statement of facts in relation to an attempt made by persons unknown 
to set }ire to the house of General G. TV. Olarke, itt Douglas county, in 
the Territory of Kansas. 

On Friday, April 25, information was received at Lecompton that 
threats had been made by the outla.ws residing at Lawrence against 
the life and property of General G. W. Clarke, whereupon the under-
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10 CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN W. GEARY. 

signed, knowing that General Clarke was absent, and believing that 
in order to protect the dwelling house and other property of the said 
Clarke it was necessary that some men should volunteer to guard the 
house and premises of General Clarke, repaired with several others, at 
the request of }Irs. Clarke, to the dwelling house of the said Clarke, on 
Friday night, for that purpose. 'Ve arrived at the said house a little 
after dark, and kept watch all night. About one o'clock one of us 
stepped out to ascertain whether or not anyone was approaching the 
house; when we saw three men retreating from the southeast corner 
in a stooping, sneaking posture. When these men were first discov
ered they were within ten feet of the house. They were immediately 
hailed twice in succession, but refused to answer, and thereupon fled 
to a body of timber near by. Two of us, after they had begun to run, 
discharged our guns, but without effect. }1'rom the threats of violence 
often made by the outlaws of Lawrence against General Clarke and his 
property, we firmly believed that th .. persons thus seen came for the 
villainous and hellish purpose of assassinating General Clarke, and 
burning down his d welling house and destroying his property. And we 
further believe that General Clarke will be watched, waylaid and ass8.8-
sinated, and his property destroyed, unless a guard is kept in and 
around his premises. We further state that some time after these 
three men had concealed themselves in the timber, we saw a body of 
men emerge from the timber, on horseback, numbering some eight or 
ten, who rode off together towards the road leading to Lawrence. 

A. J. CROCKETT. 
M. M. HOLSEY. 

No.8. 

OSAWKBE, March 29, 1856. 
The grand jury empanelled in and for Jefferson county, now sitting, 

would most respectfully represent to your honor, and, through you, to 
the governor of this Territory, and to the people and President of the 
United States, that after having faithfully and critically examined 
a number of responsible and credible witnesses, under oath and accord
ing to law, that we have elicited 8 statement of facts which, though 
they may not directly criminate any individual of any overt act of 
treason, yet show that such a state of morals and organization of par
ties exist as to endanger not only the peace, good order, and persooal 
safety of the peaceful citizens of this county, but of the whole Territory 
as well as the whole Union. Your honor will perceive from the evi
dence which we herewith lay before you, and taken under the solemn 
responsibilities of" an oath, that secret 'societies have been instituted~ 
working under the most solemn and binding oaths and obligations, to 
resist the execution ot~by force of arms, if necessary-all laws or regu
lations which might not comport with the views entertained by certain 
agitators of strife and office seekers throughout this Territory and some 
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of the States of this Union. Military companies have been organized 
and mustered in our midst, threatening the rescue of any prisoner 
belonging to their party who might be arrested under the laws, and 
drawing their arms not from the government of the Territory or 
United States, as is lawful, but from the eastern Rnd northern cities 
of the Union, introd uced and furnishl d tllem by the aid societies, with 
the declared intention to control and prevent the people of this Terri
tory from the free exercise of the privilege granted them by the 
organic act--that of moulding their ins.titutions t.o suit themselves. 

'Ve now, sir, as conservators of the peace and good order of our 
country, as lovers of our 'ferritory, but more especially as loyal citi
zens of our great, glorious and dearly beloved country and Union, 
ask, as the evidence which we have been enabled to obtain has not 
been sufficient to convict any individual of any crime for which our 
statute provides adequate punishment, that you will devise some safe
guard by which these subverters of good order may be restrained and 
the threatened dangers warded off. 

In conclusion, we herewith submit to your honor the testimony we 
have elicited, showing the existence of these dangerous combinations, 
and praying that your honor may still be able, as you have done, to 
preserve the integrity and respect of the laws and the good order, 
peace and safety of our common country. 

We have the honor to subscribe ourselves, most respectfully, your 
obedient servants, 

A. B. Cantwell, Foreman. A. D. Cawfield, 
W. H. Tebbs, Richard Grant, 
Edward Smith, Squire Roberts, 
John P Gardener, Finas Simmons, 
Franklin Finch, .fohn Evans. 
Jefferson Forkner, Wm. j1'. Dyer, 
Adam Christison, J. A. Chapman, 
John Atkinson, Wm. Barker, 
Owen Cawfield, John York, 

Members of the Grand Jury lor Jeffers()'l/, Oount!J. 

Hon. SAMUEL D. I.ECOMPTE, 
Ju.dge qf Ihp; First District Oourt of the United States 

/01' Kansas Territory, now sitting in J'ffferson County. 

OSAWKEE, KAXSAS TERRITORY, 
JIm'clt 28, 1856. 

SIR: The under~igned, memh(·rs of the grand jury empanelled for 
Jefferson county, Kansas Territory, would earnestly request that you 
communicate to them, in wri ting, the facts stated 1>y you before the 

! grand jury, under oath, concerning the proceedings, working'H and 
objects of a certain secret association with which you ha.ve been made 
acquainted, in order that the officers of justice and the laws may be 
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able to guard the peacerul and law abiding citizens of this Territory 
from the effects of their treasonable and insurrectionary machinations. 

We have the honor to be, your obeditnt servant!!, 

A. B. Cantwell, Foreman. 
-Finas K. /simmons, \V. H. Tebbs, 
John Evans, John York. 
John Atkinson, Jefferson Forkner, 
Adam Christi!!on, \Vm. F. Dyer, 
Squire Roberts, \Vm. Barker, 
Edward Smith, Owen Cawfield, 
James A. Chapman, David A. Cawfield, 
Franklin Finch, John P. Gardener, 
Richard Grant, C. B. Whitehead, 

Deputy U. S. Jlm'sltal and lJail~tf of Grand Jury. 

Dr. A. J. FRANCIS. 

OSAWKEE, K. 'r., jlardt 28, 1856. 
Gentlemen of tlte Orand Jury: 

SIRS: In compliance with the request made through your communi
cation to me to state in writing the evidence which I gave under oath 
before the grand jury in relation to any secret, or other organizations 
which might exist in this or other counties in this Territory, for the 
purpose of counteracting the existing laws and regulations of the coun
try, I beg leave to submit t,he enclosed; but I cannot, in justice to my 
own character as a man of truth and as an honorable member of the 
community, do so without making some explanations with which to 
satisfy those with whom I have been in some measure associated that 
I have not voluntarily betrayed the bust seemingly confided to me. 
I have ever been averse knowingly to committing any act which might 
conflict with my duties as a law abiding citizen. I was, in company 
with others, induced to join an order whose objects I have flince been 
convinced were not in accordance with law or good order, and whose 
obligations imposed on me duties which, as a lover of my country, I 
could not for a moment think of performing; therefore, I conceive I 
have committed no breach of' honor or propriety in making the devel
opments which you in your official capacity have demanded of me. 
This much I trust will suffice to acquit me of any un worthy design in 
that which I have been in part compelled to divulge. This associa
tion haEl placed me in a position of much responsibility, and I could not 
feel that I was a.cting the part of a loyal citizen to the government 
under which I ha.ve happily lived without apprizinlt the proper au
thorities of these most dangerous combinations. I had expressed my 
distress of mind to at least one individual, who had been led into this 
error in company with me. I am aware that the statements which I have 
made will be denounced as false, and that my motives will be impugned 
as being most impure. But with a. conscience void of offence towards 
whom I profess to worship, and trusting in the sustaining power of my 
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honest feUow citizens, and in the protection of the strong arm of the 
law and government of my country, I am ready to meet the issue. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I subscribe myself your fellow-citizen, 
A. J. FRANCIS. 

Sometime during the month of September last I went to Lawrence, 
and while there I received propositions from various persons to become 
a member of a secret organization which I understood there to be in 
existence in the above city. 

The chief head and front of this order I understood to be Jas. H. 
Lane and Charles Robinson. Col. Lane acted as one of the officers at 
my initiation. The following is the ceremony by which a canditate 
is introduced and initiated: The candidate having been introduced 
within the room, the instructor (or first lieutenant) addresses the 
candidate and informs him that he is required to take an obligation 
which will not interfere with his religious or political sentiments, be 
they what they may, to which it is necessary that he should assent. 
The captain or colonel then administers the following obligation: 

I, A. B., of my own free will and accord, in the presence of Almighty 
God, do solemnly swear that I will always hail, forever conceal, and 
never reveal any of the secrets of this orgauization to any person or 
persons under the canopy of heaven, except it be within the body of a 
Just and legal council, or to a person as worthy and well qualified to 
receive the same BS I am myself'. I furthermore promise and swear 
that I will not write, print, stamp or stain them or any of them on any 
thing moveable or immoveable under the canopy of heaven, whereby 
or whereon the secrets of this order may be unlawfully obtained. 

I furthermore promise and swear that I will at all times and under 
all circumstances hold myself in readiness at a moment's warning t·o 
obey all signs, or tokens, or orders given or sent to me by a brother of 
this order~ or a superior officer. 

I furthermore promise and swear that I will at all times, and under 
all circumstances, resist to the best of my ability any eft'"rt that may 
be made to make Kansas a slave State. 

I furthermore promise and swear that when I hear the grand words 
of distress or danger given by a member of this order, I will rush to 
his assistance eveu when there is a greater probability of losing my 
life, considering it my duty to die and defend this order and its mem
bers even at the risk of life. 

I furthermore promise and swear that I will, at all times and under 
all circumstances, more especially on election and public days, bear 
upon myself a weapon of death. 

I furthermore promise and swear that I will at all times wear upon 
my person the insignia and regalia of the order, so that I may be 
known without the necetlsal'Y signs and tokens. 

I furthermore promise and swear that I will support a free State 
man for office in preference to any and all others, and respect them 
in dealing and businetls capacities in prefel'ence to pro-slavery men. 

I furthermore promise and swear that I will hold myself in readi
ness at all times to bear arms in opposition to slavery, a.nd in defence 
offree State principles. 
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I furthermore promiso and swear that if any part of my oath is at 
this time omitted, I will consider the same as binding when legally 
informed of it. 

To all of which I s.olemly swear without any equivocation, self 
evasion, or mental reservation whatever, so help me God, and keep 
me steadfast in this my oath or obligation. 

After this the colonel or captain addresses the candidate, and in
forms him that he is now fully enlisted, and he must consider him
self as bound to take up arms against the government itself (if need 
be) in defence of free State principles, and then proclaims the can
didate a "Kansas Hegulator." He is then informed (or at least I 
was) that arrangements are being made to place in the hands of 
every reliable free-State man a :Sharp's rifle and a brace of Colt's 
revolvers, to be used for the purpose above stated. The candidate is 
then informed in regard to the grip, signs, and pass-words, which 
are as follows: The sign of recognition is given by placing the 
thumb of the right hand under the chin, and laying the forefinger of 
the same hand against the right side of the nose, and scratching the 
nose three or four times. The answering sign is given by taking 
the lower lip between the first finger and thumb of the left hand, and 
scratching or rubbing the lip three or four times. The grip is given 
by closing the two first fingers of each hand over each other; the 
word accompanying the grip is" Kansas," accenting the last syl
lable. The signals of danger are as follows: If a member is to 
bring a gun and pistols, and knife, a red flag is hoisted; if only one 
of either, a white flag. On giving the grip, the following communi
cation occurs: "Are you in favor of making Kansas a free State?" "I 
am, if Missouri is willing." At public gatherings, if there is danger, 
a member or officer rises and asks as follows: "Is Dr. Starr present? 
if so, he is wanted at ---," (naming the place;) .and it is the 
duty of members to repair to that place without attracting any at
tention whatever from allY other person, in all cases taking their 
arms with tb.em. The candidate is then informed that he is al ways 
to wear on his breast, so that it can be seen, a black ribband, in 
order to show to the world that it conceals a weapon ot' death. He 
is then informed that when he wishes to enter a connsel he must give 
two or three raps at the door, and repeat the word" fi fty-five." The 
officers of a subordinate council are capta.in, three lieutenants, bond 
orderly sergeant j the officers of a grand council are colonel, major, and 
captain. 'fhe regalia. was worn at all times; the colonel's was a red 
sash, the major's a blue, the captain's a white, and the lieutenant's a 
yellow sash j the object ot'this society was to establish others ot's similar 
nature in other counties. 

TERRITORY OF KANSAS, l 
Jefferson County. S 

In testimony that the foregoing and within report of the gra.nd 
jury, empa.nnelled in and for Jefferson county, at the lfarch term, 
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1856, of the first district conrt of the first judicial district of the Terri
ttJry of Kansas, is a true copy of the original filed in this office, I have 
[L s] hereunto subscribed name and affixed the seal of my office this 

. . 20th day of April, A. D. 1856. 
D. S. BOYLE, Clerk. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, May 23, 1856. 
Has the United States marshal proceeded to Lawrence to execute 

civil process? Has military force been found necessary to maintain 
civil government in Kansas? If so, have you relied solely upon the 
troops under the command of Colonels Sumner and Cooke? If other
wise, state the reasons. The laws must be executed; but military 
force should not be employed until after the marshal has met with 
actual resistance in the fulfilment of his duty. 

WIUlON SHANNON, Gove:rnor 0/ Kansas, 
LecoTl!!Pton, Kansas Territory. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

[Tf'legraph agent in Washington will telegraph to agent at Kansas 
city, and ifnot in operation to that point, then to Lexington, Missouri, 
as follows: 

Forward by special agent and deliver in !lersOn to Governor Shannon, 
or, in his absence, to Marshal Donaldson, and send by telegraph 
amonnt of expense".] 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
May 23, 1856. 

Since my telegraph of this morning was sent, the Secretary of War
bas laid before me Colonel Sumner's letter to you of the 12th instant. 
His suggestion strikes me as wise and prudent. I hope that before 
this reaches you decisive measures will have been taken to have the 
process in the hands of the marshal quietly executed. My knowledge
of facts is imperfect; but with the force of Colonel Sumner at hand, I 
perceive no occasion for the possc, armed or unarmed, which the mar
shal is said to have assembled at Lecompton. The instructions issued 
to yourself and Colonel Sumner during your last visit to this city 
must be efficiently executed. Sufficient power was committed to you 
and you must use it. 

Obedience to the laws and consequent security to the citizens of 
Kansas are the primary objects. 

You must repress lawless violence in whatever form it may manifef>t 
itself. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 
[Telegraph agent in Washington will telegraph to agent at Kansas 

city, and if not in operation to that point, then to Lexington, Missouri, 
as follows: 

Forward by special agent, and deliver in person to Governor Shan
nan, or, in his absence, to Marshal Donaldson, and send by telegraph 
amount of expenses.] 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Lecompton, K. T., May 31, 1856. 

SIR: I received some time since a detailed report from Lieut. 
McIntosh, in relation to the proceedings of Sheriff Jones in making 
arrests in the town of Lawrence and his attempted assasination. I 
berewith send you a copy marked No.1. 

Shortly after the date of my last despatch, a writ of attachment 
was issued out of the United States district court, sitting in this county, 
against Governor Reeder, for a contempt of court in not obeying a 
subprena commanding him to appear before the grand jury then in 
session. This writ was placed in the hands of the deputy United 
States marshal for execution, who proceeded to Lawrence, where Gov
ernor Reeder then was, for the purpose of executing it. My informa
tion is that the deputy marshal found Governor Reeder in the con
gressional committee room, where there were a large number of the 
citizens of Lawrence assembled; that he attempted to arrest him, but 
was resisted, and at the same time informed by Governor Reeder that 
if he attempted to lay hands on him it would be at the peril of his 
life; that this declaration was loudly cheered by the citizens of Law
"ence then present, and the deputy marshal left, satisfied that any 
further at.tempt to arrest Governor Reeder would have endangered his 
hfe. 'I'he United States marshal became satisfied that the attachment 
against Governor Reeder, together with some other writs in his hands 
against persons supposed to be in the town of Lawrence, could not be 
executed without the aid of a strong body of men sufficiently large to 
invest the town. Had the marshal called on me for a posse, I should 
have felt myself bound to furnish him with one composed entirely of 
United States troops. Knowing this to be the case, and feeling 
~atisfiell that with a posse composed of such troops the parties to 
be arrested would evade the service of process, he determined, by 
virtue of the legal powers vested in him as marshal, to summon 
his own posse from the citizens of the Territory. With that view, 
he issued his proclamation, and on the 21st instant proceeded to the 
town of Lawrence with a posse, composed of between four and five 
hundred men, surrounded the place in order to prevent escapes 
.and, at the head of a small body of men, entered the town and arrested 
G. W. Smith, G. W. Deizer, and Gais Jenkins, on warrants 
in his hands issued on indictments found against tbem in the United 
States district court, sitting in this county, for the crime of high trea
.son. Be bad several other warrants, of a similar character, against 
different individuals j but could not find tbe parties in Lawrence, nor 
,(l()uld he find Governor Reeder. After having made all the arrests 
that were practicable in that place, he dismissed his posse. Every
thing so far had proceeded with the utmost order. As soon as the 
marshal had dismissed his posse, Sheriff Jones, who was on the ground 
with a number of writs in his hands against persons supposed to be in 
Lawrence, summoned the same body of men, as I am informed, to aid 
him in executing writs in his hands. This poslle, or a large portion 
of it, entered the town of Lawrence with Sheriff Jones. No armed 
resistance was offered. Indeed, it is said that nearly all the Sharp' 8 
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rides, military stores, and artillery had been removed from the 
town some days before. The excitement among the people, growing 
out of the attempted assassination of Sheriff Jones, the threatened 
assassination of others, and the resistance to the United States marshal, 
could not be restrained. A deep and settled conviction seemed to rest 
on the public minel that there was no security or sll.fety while those 
who refuse obedience to the laws held their Sharp's rifles, artillery, 
and munitions of war, and while the Aid Society Hotel was permitted 
to stand, this building having, it is said, been used as a fort, arsenal, 
and barracks for troops. The consequence was, that this building was 
torn down, four pieces of artillery taken, and a small number of Sharp's 
rides; the two printing presses were destroyed; and the house lately 
occupied by C. Robinson during the night was consumed by fire. It 
is alleged, but with what correctness I cannot say, that this latter 
building belonged to the Aid Society. No fighting took place, and no 
lives were lost. I understand that orders were given to respect private 
property, except that which I have named above, but, in so much 
confusion and disturbance, it is probable that these orders were not 
in all cases obeyed. The United States marshal, upon getting through 
makin~ his arrests at Lawrence, immediately came to this place with 
his pnsoners. As soon as I was advised that he had dismissed his 
posse, and without waiting for further information from Lawrence, I 
addressed a letter to Colonel Sumner, at Fort Leavenworth, calling 
on him for three companies of United States troops-one company to 
be stationed at Lawrence, one at this place, and one at Topeka. This 
request was promptly complied with, and the troops were stationed 
accordingly. I send you a copy of this letter , marked No.2. In con
sultation with Colonel Sumner, we concurred in opinion that the 
only way to prevent a civil war between the two contending parties 
and protect all in their rights was to station troops at different points 
in the Territory where their presence is most needed. 

I send you herewith three communications which I have received
one from General Heiskell, one from General Barbee, and the third 
from Judge Cato, (Nos. :J, 4, and 5,) detailing the circumstances 
attending the murder of six men in the county of Franklin, which is 
the couuty immediately south of this. Comment is unnecessary. 
The respectability of the parties and the cruelties attending these 
murders have produced an extraordinary state of excitement 10 that 
portion of the Territory which has heretofore remained comparatively 
quiet. As soon as I was advised of these horrid murders I sent an 
express to Ca,ptain Wood, at Lawrence, to move out into that section 
of country WIth his whole command and to llrotect the people as 
far aa possible from these midnight assassins. He moved with 
his whole command immediately, but I have received no intelli· 
gence from him yet. I hope the offenders may be brought to 
justice; if so, it may allay to a great extent the excitement; other
wise, I fear the consequences. Having received information that 
a band of lawless men had been engaged in driving off peace
able and unotrending citizens from Hickory Point, and that portion 
of this county lying about fifteen or sixteen miles south of Law
rence, and also that a large force was advhncing from Missouri, aud 
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had reached what is known as the Bull Creek crossing, on the great 
Santa Fe road, with the view of attacking them, I addressed a note 
to Captain Wood, requesting him to send out to the different points 
where these difficulties were said to exist a detachment of ten men, 
with the view of examining and reporting the Lrue state of the facts. 
In conformity with my request, he sent out Lieutenant Church with a 
small detachment, to whose written report I beg leave to refer for 
more detailed information, a copy of which is hereto attached, No.6. 
The grand jury, sitting in the United States district court in this 
county, at the late term, found bills of indictment for high treason 
against C. Robinson, A. Reeder, Colonel Lane, George W. Brown, 
Judge Smith, Gais Jenkins, and George W. Deitzler. Lane and 
Reeder have not been taken. The others are in the custody of the 
United States marshal at this place. C. Robinson is also in custody, 
by virtue of a warrant issued on an indictment found in the same 
court, for usurpation of office. He was brought back from Lexington, 
Missouri, on my requisition on the governor of that State. 

I have this evening received your two telegraphic despatches 
dated May 23d instant. I have already stated the extent to which 
military force has been resorted to in this Territory in order to main
tain civil government. I have relied solely on the forces under the 
command of Colonel Sumner, in order to maintain peace and good 
order in the Territory and enforce the execution of the laws. I have 
furnished no posse to the marshal, nor have I been called on by that 
officer to do so. The only posse I have furnished, or been desired to 
furnish, any officer of the Territory, since my return from 'Washington 
city, is the one furnished Sheriff Jones, on his written statement and 
request, dated April the 20th last, a copy of which I attached to my 
last despatch, marked No.1. 

I have already stated, I believe, accurately, what was done by the 
United States marshal in proceeding to Lawrence to execute the pro
cess in his hands. The only process he has attempted to execute in 
that place, so far as I am informed, since my return from Washington. 
are the writs of attachment against Governor Reeder, and the several 
warrants issued on the indictments for high treason, to which I have 
already alluded. 

I ought to state, that, having detached Capt. Wood, with his whole 
command, from Lawrence, south to the scene of the murders above 
alluded to, the former place was left without any military protection. 
I immediately sent a despatch to Col. Sumner, requesting him to send 
two additional companies to IJawrence for the protection of that place. 
He at once did so, and there is now an adequate force therefor !ts 
protection. I do not know that my instructions, at least in express 
term8, give me the power to call on Col. Sumner for troops to be loca
ted at different points in the Territory for the purposes I have already 
stated; but the pIau met the entire approbation of Col. Sumner, and 
I was so well satisfied of the policy of it, that I thought it best, under 
the emergency, to carry it out at once. If it is not approved, it can 
easily be corrected; and while it promises the best results, it can do 
no harm. 

At this time affairs seem' to wear a favorable aspect, except in the 
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Wakarusa valley and south of Lawrence, in the region of country 
where the recent murders were perpetrated. But there are so many 
disturbing causes that it is hard to tell whether we have passed the 
crisis 01' not. 

I have the honor to be, yours, with great respect and esteem, 
WILSON SHANNON. 

His Excellency FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

No. 1. 

CAMP ON THE WAKARUSA, NEAR LAWRENCE, 
...4pril30, 1866. 

SIR: I have the honor to report, for your information, that in obedi
ence to your instructions, I left Lecompton about 2 o'clock p. m., 011' 
the 23d instant, with a detachment of' ten men and a non-commissioned 
officer, in company with Mr. Samuel J. Jones, sheriff of Douglas 
county, for the purpose of arresting certain individuals in the town of 
Lawrence, who had previously resisted the sheriff and a civil" posse." 
Having arrived at Lawrence, about 4 o'clock p. m., I dismounted my 
detachment, and notified Mr. Jones that I was ready to assist him in
the legal discharge of his duty. From that time until sundown he
succeeded in arresting six of the offending individuals. While making 
these arrests a large crowd was assembled in the streets j and although 
no resistance was made or violence resorted to, public excitement was 
great, and Mr. Jones and the territorial government were freely and 
bitterly denounced. About sundown, the sheriff having pointed out 
to me a room for the prisoners, I marched them to it, and placed my 
tents immediately in rear of the house. I at once placed two sentinels 
in the room with the prisoners, and one walking around outside of 
the house. Although the excitement among the people of the town 
continued very great, still their ready obedience to the demands of the 
general government, recognizing in me its agent, prompted me to 
believe that no violence or attempt at rescue need be apprehended; 
nevertheless, I cautioned Mr. Jones, and advised him to sleep in the 
bed that had been provided for him in the same house occupied by the 
prisoners, where he would be under the protection of my guard. Mr. 
Jones, apparently not apprehending danger, came to my tent during 
the evenmg, and after being seated a while, I asked him to give me a 
drink of water, and I went with him to a barrel near the house for 
the purpose of getting it, and while standing at the barrel a shot was 
fired from a crowd of about twenty persons. Xr. Jones immediately 
Rid, "I believe that was intended for me j" but having heard several 
other shots during the evening, which I thought were fired in the air, 
and believing at the time that this one was aimed in the same manner, 
I told him I thought he was mistaken j he then returned to my tent, 
and I walked among the crowd to endeavor to find out what were 
their intentions. In about five minutes I went to the tent, when Mr. 
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Jones said, "that was intended for me, for here is the hole in my 
pants." Greatly incensed at this cowardly act, I immediately joined 
the crowd, and while speaking to them, I heard another shot, and at 
the same time some of my men exclaimed, "Lieutenant, the sheriff is 
dead." I went to the tent immediately, and found Mr. Jones lying 
upon the floor, and seeing that he was still alive, my men were formed 
ready for the most active measures; but as soon as they were formed, 
the citizens instantly dispersed and retired to their houses, and all 
excitement ceased for the night. The second shot fired at Mr. Jones 
was, no doubt, the work ofa secret assassin, whu, in the darkness of 
night, succeeded in his fanatical design. 

After Mr Jones had been shot, and apprehensive that a crowd so 
thoroughly lawless might attempt to rescue my prisoners, 1 immedi
ately despatched !Ir. E. T. Yates (a citizen) and one of my men to 
Lieutenant Stockton, who had a detachment of a non-commissioned 
officer and ten men of the 1st cavalry returning to Fort IJeavenworth, 
for his assistance. Lieutenant Stockton prom~t1y obeyed the call, and 
in the course of two hours and a half was WIth me. At the same 
time I sent an expresss to Colonel Sumner, commanding 1st cavalry, 
at Fort Leavenworth, with a statement of the above facts. 

The next morning an express was sent to the neighboring town of 
Franklin for the deputy sherifi' of the county, and, upon his arrival, 
the writs in Mr. Jones' possession having been delivered to him, I 
continued to assist the deputy in serving them; but only one of the 
offenders could be found, who was immediately arrested without 
difficulty. 

Very rp.spectfully, I ha,"ethe honor to be, sir, your obedient servant , 
JAMES McINTOSH, 

18t Lieutenant lBt Oavalry, comm,anding detaclunent. 

His Excellency VVILSON SHANNON, 
Governm· of Kansas Territory. 

No.2. 

Mr. Shannon to Oolonel Sumner. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 

Lecompton, Kan8a8 Territory, May 21, 1856. 
SIR: The United States marshal has made all the arrests in Law

rence that can, in his judgment, now be made, and dismissed his ~s8e. 
The sheriff has also got through making arrests on warrants In his 
hands, and I presume by this time has dismissed his posse. In 
view of the excitement and present state of feeling in the country, and 
for the purpose of securing the safety of the citizens, both in person 
and property, as well as to aid in the execution of the laws and pres
ervation of the peace of the Territory, I think it necessary to have 
stationed at or near Lawrence one company of United States troops, 
a like company at or near this place, and a like company at or near 
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Topeka. I have, therefore, to ask you to detach from your command 
taree companies, one to be stationed at or near each place above 
designated. It is important this should be done with as little delay 
as possible. Some three or four arrests have been made by the United 
States marshal of persons char~ed by the grand jury of the United 
States district court with the cnme of high treason. Bills of a simi
lar character have been found in the same court against others. The 
armed organization to resist the laws would seem to be broken up for 
the present, so far as the town of Lawrence is concerned, but there is 
danger that this formidable organization may show itself at some 
other point, unless held in check by the presence of a force competent 
to put it. down. 

The only force that I feel safe in using, in these civil commotions, is 
the troops of the United States; and by a prompt and judicious loca
cation of these troops in the Territory, I feel confident that order will 
be restored, the supremacy of the law maintained, and a. civil war 
prevented. 

Yours, with great respect and esteem, 
WILSON SHANNON. 

Colonel SUMNER. 

No.3. 
PAOLA, LYKINS COUNTY, 

May 27, 1856. 
D~A1\. Sm: You will have learned, perhaps, before this reaches yon, 

\na.t 1!.i:r. Allen Wilkinson, Mr. Doyle and two sons, and Mr. Sher
man, aU of Franklin county, ,vere on Saturday night last, most foully 
and barbarously murdered. There can be no doubt of the fact that 
such murders have been perpetrated, and that the community, 88 I 
understand, generally suspect that the Browns and Partridges are 
the guilty parties. I shall do everything in my power to have the 
matter investigated, and there seems to be a disposition on the part 
of the free State men in Franklin to aid in having the laws enforced. 
As soon as the proper evidence can be procured, warrants will be 
issued for the arrest of the parties suspected, and I have promised the 
officers to whom these warrants will be entrusted all tlie aid neces
sary to execute the law. These murders were most foully committed 
in the night time by a gang of some twelve or fifteen persons, callin~ 
on, and dragging from their houses, defenceless and unsuspecting citi
zens, and murdering, and, after murdering, mutilating their bodies in 
a very shocking manner. 

As the murders were committe<l in the night, it has been difficult, 
so far, in identifying the perpetrators. I hope, however, that suffi
cient evidence may be procured. 

lf08t respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. G. CATO. 
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No.4. 

CAMP HEADQUARTERS 2D BRIGADE, 
SoUTHERN DIVISION, KANSAS MILITIA, 

Pada, Monday morning, May 26, 1856. 
DEAR SIR: We were all surprised this morning by the sad intel

ligence that W. Wilkinson, (late member of the legislature,) was, 
together with a Mr. Sherman and three Messrs. Doyle, on Saturday night 
taken from their beds by the abolitionists, and, in the hearing of their 
families, ruthlessly murdered and hacked to pieces j also a roan found 
dead at the Pottawatomie. There were some twenty in the gang. 
All is excitement here j court cannot go on. 

I have just had au interview with the bereaved wife and family, that 
they spared, also a McMinn j all of whom I am acquainted with, 60 
that there can be no doubt as to the correctness of the report. lfamilies 
are leaving for Missouri. Yankees concentrating at Ossawatomie 
and upon the Pottawatomie, also at Hickory Point, where they have 
driven off the inhabitants without even provisions or clothing, save 
what they had on. 

We can, perhaps, muster to-day, including the Alabamians, who are 
now encamped on Bull creek, about 150 men, but will need a force 
here. I have despatched to Fort Scott for 100 men. The men will 
come from Fort Scott under Major Hill. There will be more men in 
readiness, if needed, at Fort Scott. Weare destitute of arms j send 
by wagons for both my brigade and General Heiskell; we are together; 
we have scarcely any arms. I await further orders. 

Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM BARBER, 

Oomma1Ulil1g 2d Brigade, S. D. K. lJf. 
WILSON SHANNON, Govern01', <foe. 

No.5. 

PAOLA, blay 26, 1856. 
DEAlt SIR: All here is excitement and confusion. We have just 

heard of' the murder on Saturday night of Allen ·Wilkinson, Doyle 
and his two brothers. Il.nd ·William Sherman j all living in Franklin 
county, near Pottawatomie creek. The body of another man has 
been found at the ford of Pottawatomie. These murders, it is suo
posed, WE're committed by the abolitionists of Ossawatomie, and Pot
tawatomie creeks, on their return from Lawrence. 

How long shall these things continue? how long shall our citizens, 
unarmed and defenceless be exposed to this worse than savage cru
elty. Wilkinson, it is said, was taken from his bed, leaving a sick 
wife and children, and butchered in their sight. The two young 
Doyles were unarmed, and shot down on the prairie like dogs. 
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We have here but few men, and they wholly unarmed. We shall 
gather together for our own defence as many men as we can; we 
hope you will send us as many arms as possible, and if, under the 
circumstances, you can do so, send as many men as you may think nece .. 
sary. General Barber is here. He has sent to Fort Scott for aid. 
We must organize such force as we can, but for God's sake send arms. 
General Coffee is in the neighborhood; I have not yet had an op
portunity to see him; he will be here to-day. 

We hope to be able to identify some of the murderers, as Mr. Harris, 
who was in their hands, was released, and will probably know some of 
them. Yours, truly, 

Gov. W IU50N SHANNON. 

WM. A. HEISKELL. 

No.6. 

CAMP, ONE MILE ABOVE LAWRENCE, 
May 26, 1856. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your 
orders, I proceeded from this place with thirteen enlisted men, on 
yesterday morning, and made my way, by the Wakarusa bridge, to
ward Hickory Point. During the whole march I made constant inqui
ries from the settlers on the road, and all, until I arrived within a 
very short distance of Palmyra, some eighteen miles south of Law
rence, stated that there was no difficulty or alarm anticipated. At 
this place I came upon a body of men from Ossawatomie and the sur
rounding country, who, as well as I could judge, numbered some 
seventy or eighty, although they pretended to have about one hundred 
an~ thirty. This body was commanded by a Capt. Brown, and was 
eVIdently a free State party. They had been at Palmyra about two 
days, and had frightened off a number of pro· slavery settlers, and forced 
oft', as far as I could learn, two families. . 

I immediately stated to Capt. Brown that the assembly of large 
parties of armed men, on either ~ide, was illegal, and called upon him 
to disperse. After considerable talk, he consented to disband his 
party and return home. On yesterday evening he commenced moving, 
and early this morning his camp had been vacated. 

Reports reached me on yesterday afternoon that a large force (150 
men) from lIissouri had collected at what is called Bull creek, some 
fifteen miles below Palmyra. for the purpose of invading the Territory. 

I investigated the matter, and, from the testimony of three men who 
had just croslled at Bull creek, I am convinced that the report was 
exaggerated and false. As far as I could learn, the only persons at 
Bull creek were a few families who had been driven from Palmyra, 
and a Santa Fe train, who were afraid to proceed upon their ronte. 
Having only one day's rations, and having been ordered only to 
investigate, I have this day returned. 

JNO. R. CHURCH, 

Captain T. J. WOOD, 
18t Oavalry. 

2d Lieut. 18i Oavalry. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Ju.ne 6, 1856. 

Were my despatches of ~Iay 23 received by yourself or Colonel 
Sumner? If they were, why have they not been acknowledged? 
Confused and contradictory accounts continue to reach me of scenes 
of disorder and violence in Kansas. If the civil authorities, sustained 
by the military force under the command of Colonels Sumner and 
Cooke, placed at yOUl' disposal, are not sufficient to maintain order 
and afford protection to peaceable and law-abiding citizens, you should 
have advised me at once. I hardly need repeat the instructions so 
often given. Maintain the laws firmly and impartially, and take 
care that no good citizen has just ground to complain of the want of 
protection. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 
Hon. WILSOY SHA~XOY, 

(Care of Colonel Sumner,) 
Fort Leavenu:ortlt, Kansas Territory. 

\V AR DEPARTliENT, 
WasMngton, July 16, 1856. 

SIR: I have the honor to enclose, herewith, for your information~ 
copies of two letters from Governor Shannon, of Kansas, to Colonel 
E. V. Sumner, both dated the 23d ultimo. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS, 

Secretary of War. 
Hon. W. L. MARCY, 

Secretary of State. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Lecompton, K. T., June 23, 1856. 

SIR: I am compelled to visit St. Louis on official business which 
can no longer be postponed. I will be absent probably about ten 
days, but 1 will return as soon as my official duties will permit. In 
the meantime I deem it of' the utmost importance that the whole of 
your disposable force should be stationed at suitable joints in that 
portion of the Territory which has been most disturbe and which is 
still threatened with further disturbance. Your knowledge of the 
country and the difficulties which have heretofore existed will enable 
you to dispose of your command so as to be most effective in preserving 
the peace. It is important, I think, to retain one coDlpany midway 
between Lawrence and Franklin, one neal' Palmyra or Hickory Point, 
one in the Ossawatomie country, and to station two companies at 
Topeka. previous to the 4th of July next, the time fixed for the reas
sembling of the legislature under wha.t is called the free State con-
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stitution. It is doubtful whether this pretended legislative body will 
reassemble, as many of the free State party are hostile to such a step. 
But it is true, on the other hand, that there is a number of that party 
who are zealously urging the members of that body to meet on the 
4th proximo, and enact a code oflaws to be at once put in force at all 
hazards. Now, should this policy be adopted in the present excitable 
state of the country, I have no hesitation in believing that it would 
produce an outbreak more fearful by far in its consequences than any 
which we ha.ve heretofore witnessed. The peace and quiet which now 
prevail throughout the whole Territory would be destroyed for the 
time being, and the whole country greatly agitated. These unfor
tunate results must be avoided, if possible. I need not say to you that 
if this legislative body should reassemble on the 4th next, that those 
within and without the Territory who seem to desire to bring about a 
conflict of arms between: the two parties would eagerly avail them
selves of such an occasion to reorganize their military companies and 
commence hostilities against their political opponents. Indeed, it is 
impossible to doubt that, if this body meets, enacts laws, and seeks to 
enforce them, civil war will be the inevitable result. Two gov
ernments cannot exist at one and the same time in this Territory in 
practical operation ; one or the other must be overthrown; and the 
struggle between the legal government established by Congress and 
that by the ropeka convention would result in civil war, the fearful 
consequences of which no one can foresee. Should this body reassemble 
and enact laws, (and they have no other object in meeting,) they will 
be an illegal body, threatening the peace of the whole country, and 
therefore should be dispersed. Their meeting together as legislators 
and enacting or attempting to enact laws will be in direct violation of 
an express statute. I beg leave to call yonr attention to the 23d section, 
on page 280 of the territorial statutes. That section prescribes: 

" That if any l'erson shall take upon himself any office or public 
trust in this TerrItory, and exercise any power to do any act appertain
ing to such office or trust without a lawful appointment or deputation, 
he shall, upon conviction, be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
punished by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprison
ment in the county jail not exceeding one year." 

It will not be claimed that the members of this so-called legislative 
assembly have any II laluful appointment or deputation"-that is, that 
they were elected or appointed in pursuance to any law. The organic 
act prescribes the mode by which the members of the legislative 
assembly shall be elected, &c. There is no pretence that the body in 
question claims its power or its existence from the organic act. These 
men have, therefore, no "lawful a!J.f!!..intmentj" and if they exercise the 
functions oflegislators wi thin this 'I erritory, they violate the provisions 
of the above recited act. There can be no mistake, therefore, in con
sidering them an illegal body, assuming the office of legislators in 
this Territory in violation of law; and as such, when the peace and 
tranquillity of the country require it, as they obviously do in this 
case, they should be dispersed. 

Should, therefol e, this pretended legislative body meet as proposed, 
you will disperse them-peacefully if you can, forcibly if necessary. 
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Should they reassemble at some other place, or at the same place, you 
will take care that they are again dIspersed. The civil authorities 
will be instructeJ to co-operate with you, if it is found necessary, in 
order to break up this illegal body, and to institute proceedings 
against the several members under the above statute. But it is hoped 
and believed that no such step will be required. If rumor is to be 
credited, there is danger that armed aggressive parties may enter the 
northern part of the Territory with the view of sustaining this pretended 
legislative body and the party who are resisting the execution of the 
territorial laws. Instructions heretofore given, and by which you have 
been governed in dispersing all organized bodies of armed men 
threatening the peace of the country, are applicable to these armed 
ag~ressive parties from the north, which, should they enter the Terri
tory, you will disperse, and, if necessary for the peace and security of 
the country, disarm. 

Should the command of Colonel Cooke be necessary to be called out 
in my absence, you will notify Colonel Woodson of the fact, and he will 
promptly issue his requisition, as acting governor, upon him. 

I have the honor to be yours, with great respect, 

Colonel SUMNER. 
WILSON SHANNON. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Lecompton, K. T., June 23, 185(t 

SIR: Yours of this instant is received. I am just packing up to 
start for St. Louis. It ill impossible for me at this time to make the 
new arrangements you suggest before leaving. I do hope it will be 
in your power to attend in person to this Topeka legislature. I feel 
well assured that they will not be able to obtain a quorum to transact 
business. But should we be disappointed in this, I think it is a matter 
of the utmost importance that you should be present. You understand 
the whol~ matter, and can do more with those l>eople than anyone 
else. It will be exceeding bad policy to reduce or withdraw either of 
the regiments in this Territory. It is only the presence of the troops 
in the country and the knowledge that they can and will be used, if 
occasion requires it, that keeps the country quiet at this time. I will 
write the President and so state. The peace and quiet of this Territory 
is certainly vastly more important than any f)bject to be accomplished 
by General Harney. I will certainly be back in ten days; and I hope at 
least that no change will be made in the programme until I return. 
Should such be the case, it may bring on difficulties from which it will 
be exceedingly difficult to extric!\te the country. I beg of you to 
make no change until I return. 

Yours, with great respect, 
WILSON SHANNON. 

Colonel SUMNER. 
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GOVerlwr Geary to Mr. Marcy. 

EXECUTIVE DEPA.RTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 17, 1856. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit you herewith a copy of my ex
ecutive Minutes, containing a full and truthful history of events in 
Kansas Territory, and the official documents of my department, from 
the 1st to the 16th of October, 1856, inclusive. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY. 

Governor of KantJatJ 1.>erritory. 
Hon. WH. L. MARCY, 

Secretary of State, WatJhington, D. O. 

Ex.ecutive Minute8 of tlte Territory of Kamas, from tlte lBt to the 16th 
of Octobe)', incluaive. 

OCTOBER 1, 1856. 
The following letters, together with the executive minutes, from 

the 9th to the 30th of September, were this da.y despatched to Wash
ington, by the hands of Mr. James Bailey: 

Letter to the Secretm'Y of State. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 1, 1856. 

SIR: Herewith I have the honor to transmit you a copy of my ex
ecutive minutes. They contain a. truthful history of events in Kansas, 
from the 9th to the 30th day of September, inclusive. 

So much misrepresentation of Kansas affairs has been palmed upon 
the pnblic, and so little reliance is to be placed upon any information 
coming from here through the ordinary channels, that I have deemed 
it a matter of the highest importance that the administration should 
have a correct and reliable exposition of events. 

1 would most respectfully suggest, as a matter of justice to the ad
ministration, the public and myself, the propriety, especially at this 
time, of the immediate publication of my executive minutes in the 
Washington Union, in an official form, for the purpose of correcting 
erroneou8 impressions, allaying public excitement, and vindicating 
the troth. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN 'V. GEARY, 

Governor of Kansas 'I'erritory. 
Hon. WM. L. MARCY, 

Secretary of State. 
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Letter to the Sec1·etary o/State. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 1, 1856. 

SIR: I herewith transmit you a copy of the record in the case of the 
Territory of Kansas vs. The eighty-nine prisoners committed npon a 
charge of murder in the first degree, growing out of their attack npon 
Hickory Point. 

As this trial will excite much public interest from the number of 
prisoners and the nature of the charge, I have deemed it important 
to send you a copy of the preliminary examination, with the opinion 
of Judge Cato. 

The attorneys of the prisoners refused to make any defence, because, 
as I afterwards learned, they feared it might damage "the general 
cause," as they term it. I told them of' my purpose to transmit the 
record to 'Washington, and requeste<l them, if they had anyextenu
ating circumstances to offer, showing the reasons why the attack was 
made, in defiance of my proclamation, to reduce such statement to 
writing, and that I would take pleasure to send it to Washington with 
the record. 

Up to this time there has been no response to my request, and I 
therefore send you the record as it has been furnished me. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Governor of Kan8~ Territcry. 
Hon. 'WILLIAM L. MARCY, 

Secretary of Slale. 

Clothing for the .<llilitia. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 1, 1856. 

SIR: The company of cavalry and one of the companies of infantry, 
authorized by your requisitions, have been duly mustered into the 
United States service. 

Requisitions for clothing, &c., have been duly made and forwarded 
to you. 

The men composinl[ the two companies are in great need of cloth
ing, and I trust you will, if possible, grant the amount required, as 
their efficiency will be so greatly impaired by the want of it as to 
render them almol!t useless. 

I am, sir, truly, your friegd and obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Governor of Kansa8 Territory. 
lIajor General P. F. SMITH, 

Commanding Department of the West. 
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Sole of ardent spirits. 

LECOMPTON, September 28, 185ft 
Your communication of yesterday has been received and its con

tents duly considered. The request has been complied with. I have 
seen each individual, in person, engaged in the sale of ardent spirits, 
and they have promised me that they would not permit any soldier to 
have liquor at their establishments. If they are faithful to their pro
mise, I feel satisfied that no further trouble will arise from the evil of 
selling or drinking. If they prove recreant, I shall be under the ne
cessity of" reporting their names to you. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
OWEN C. STE\V ART, 

• 
His Excellency J OBN W. GEARY • 

.Afayo1· of Lecompton. 

The foregoing letter, in reply to one from this office dated Septem
ber 28, although bearing the same date, was not received until to
day. 

The" Regulators" 0/ Leavenwortlt city. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 1, 1856. 

Sm: Your esteemed favor of the 23d instant was duly received 
and perused. with much satisfaction. Your earnest assurance that 
yon will co-operate with me in preserving the peace and good order of 
yonr city, which I esteem the metropolis of this Territory, and as such, 
has a large share of my solicitude, has filled my heart with gratitude. 

My policy is to charge each community with the peace and good 
order of its own neighborhood, and I desire in no case to intervene, 
unless I am clearly satisfied of a want of integrity or ability on the 
part of the local authorities. 

I regret t." inform you that since the receipt of your last letter I 
have received numeroos complaints from persons claiming to be your 
citizens. It is said that there exists in your city an irresponsible 
body of persoDB, unknown to the law, calling themselves" regula
torB;" that these persons prowl about your streets at night and warn 
peaceable citizens a to leave the Territory, never to return, or they 
may be removed when least expected. " 

TAis thing, Mr. Mayor, wiU never do, and cannot be tolerated for a 
Bingle moment. These" regulators" must disband, and leave the gov
ernment of the city to yourself and the authorities known to the law. 

Such a state of things is a burning disgrace upon the fair fame of 
your beautiful city, and will have a direct tendency to injnre your 
trade, destroy your business, and degrade you in the eyes of all civil-

Digitized by Goog Ie 



80 CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN W. GEARY. 

ized nations. [am sensitive on this subject, and am very anxious 
that you should stand right before the world. 

In case you have not the requisite power to protect the rights of your 
citizens, I will thank you to make a requisition upon me for such 
number of troops as, in your opinion, will be snfficient to expel your 
self-constituted guardians, calling themselves "regulators," and 
guarantee to every American citizen, choosing to make Leavenworth 
his home, those inalienable rights so dear to all. 

I shall be glal! to hear from you immediately. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Kansas Territory. 

Hon. WM.. E. MURPHY, 
.. Vagor of Leavenwortlt ~ty. 

Immigration from the north. 

A deputation, consisting of Major Morrow, C.olonel Winchel, Wil
liam Hutchinson, and Colonel J. Jenkins, called upon the governor 
to-day, stating that they were sent by Colonel Eldridge, General 
Pomeroy, and Colonel Perry, and others, who were escorting three 
hundred immigrants into the Territory by way of Nebraska; that they 
did not come for warlike pnrposes, nor as disturbers of the public 
peace, but as bona fide £ettlers, with agricultural implements, and 
some guns to protect themselves and shoot game for their families, 
&c.; that in the present disturbed state of affairs they did not wish 
to enter the Territory under any circumstances of suspicion, without 
notice to the govemor, &c., &c. 

The governor asked the deputation if they were in any manner 
connected with Lane's so-called" army of the north?" 

Upon their giving him a decided negative answer, he said that he 
was determined that all the highways leading to this Territory should 
be free and safe to every American citizen coming here for lawful 
and peaceful purposes; that he would welcome all such with his 
whole heart; that armed bands of men with cannon and munitions 
of war, with hostile attitude, should not visit the Territory to the 
terror of peaceable citizens j that there was no further occasion for 
any such demonstrations; that he did not want men in future to 
come here in armed bodieR; that he had the will and the power to 
protect all persons coming here; and that if a single American citizen 
was obstructed or prevented from entering this Territory in any 
quarter, upon notice to him he would furnish such person with 
protection and a safe escort if it re(luired a thousand troops to 
do so; that he was sensitive on the subject, and was fully resolved 
that the doctrine of " popular sovereignty" should be fairly tried and 
fully vindicated under his administration. 

The governor gave the deput.ation a letter incorporating the above 
idea, stating that they had called upon him with their purpose, and 
commanding all military authorities in this Territory to give the 
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party under Colonel Eldridge and others a safe escort into this Ter
ritory, in case the immigrants were what they represented themselves 
to be. 

The deputation left, expressing much gratification with the gov
ernor's position. 

ViBit to Lawrence. 

October 2, lS56.-This morning the governor, with his secretary 
and a solitary orderly, made a visit to Lawrence on offiuial business. 
Two weeks since, this journey could not have been made with safety 
without a strong force of United States dragoons. The change in 
the aspect of things along the road can more readily be imagined than 
described. No prowling bands of marauders could be seen watching 
for prey upon the distant hills, or flying for safety through the 
ravines; nor travellers, fearing all who approached them to be 
enemies, dashing from the main roads into the extensive prairies. 
On the contrary, everything was indicative of peace, confidence, and 
returning prosperity. Females rode alone on horseback from settle
ment to settlement, and wagons, unattended, loaded with household 
goods, and men, women, and children, traversed the roads in perfect 
safety. 

Workmen were everywhere employed in rebuilding their burned 
honses, and in taking in and securing their ripened crops. Upon 
reaching Lawrence the happy influences of restored peace were most 
conspicuously displayed. No guards surrounded the town, nor were 
there mounted spies to watch its several avenues. Squads of idlers 
no longer hung about the streets. The stores were all open, and 
business had been actively resumed. Gloom had forsaken the coun
tenances of the people, and cheerfulness seemed to pervade the entire 
community. 

The governor was received with the utmost cordiality, and his visit, 
which continued through the day, rendered especially agreeable. The 
company of militia, about being enrolled, was nearly full, and a ~en
eral determination seemed to have been formed to cultivate a spirit of 
industry, peace, and good order. 

On his return to Lecompton, the governor stopped at various of the 
settlements, and in every instance he found the families entirely free 
from all apprehensions of further disturbance, and in the enjoyment 
of the fullest contentment. 

In Lawrence, and along the road, the citizens generallyacknowled~ed 
a feeling of thankfulness and joy that Lane and other meddling agIta
tors had departed from the country, and all expressed the hope that 
they would never be permitted to return. The opinion among the 
real inhabitants is universally entertained that the men brought into 
the Territory by these agitators, ostensibly to protect its injured citizens, 
brought with them all the elements of indolence, and vice, and crime; 
and that now, their leaders having deserted them, they are left a 
burden upon the Territory and a curse to its prosperity. We want 
no more recruits furnished by northern aid societies; nor yet from the 
purlieus of the southern towns. These are the men who have filled 
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the Territory with brigands, incendiaries, and assassins. We have 
industry, virtue, and patriotism enough among our own inhabitants to 
guard our own interests; and the only immigrants we now desire or 
need are those who come to settle and cultivate our lands, prosecute 
mechanical labors, establish manufactories, drive grist and saw mills, 
and give a fresh and vigorou'J impetus to our commerce. 

Order for an escort. 

EXECUTIYE DEPART}IENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 2, 1856. 

SIR: You will please furnish an cscort of four dragoons for Judge 
Lecompte, to proceed to Leavenworth, or as far on the wayaR he may 
dcsire their services. 

Let them report at my office at 12 o'clock m. this day. 
Yours, respectfully, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 

Colonel ANDREWS, 
(] ove1'1wr of Kansas TeN it01'Y. 

Oommanding United States trooplI nem' Lecompton. 

The territorial arms. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 2, 1856. 

SIR: On the 12th ultimo I addressed you a communication relative 
to the territorial arms, to which I have received no reply. 

You will please report to me immediately what you have done in 
the premises, and what arms are now in your custody subject to 
requisition. 

Your obedient servant, 

THOMAS J. B. CRAMER, Esq., 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Gove1"11.0r of Kan8a8 Territory. 

InspectO'l' General of Kansas Militia . .. 
INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

Lecompton, K. T., Octobe1' 2, 1856. 
SIR: Yours of the l~th ultimo was received, andanswerdelayed in order 

to afford me time to hear from Brigadier Eastin, of the northern divi
sion, who was empowered by the late governor, Wilson Shannon, to 
take and distribute the arms sent by the order of Governor Shannon 
to the quartermaster at Fort Leavenworth, to whom I sent a commu
nication, asking him to report to me the disposition made of them, 
and from whom I have not yet heard. 

Accompanying this you will find the papers communicated to mv 
office. Accompanying you will find a requisition from Major General 
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Coft'ee, with the order endorsed of Governor Shannon to me to fill the 
same, 'Which was done. 

A.s I have stated to your excellency a short time since, the arms 
were received here upon the eve of an outbreak, and were furnished 
the different corps of the militia in a hurried and informal manner, 
and tne captains of the different companies never appeared at my office 
to give bond according to law. 

I herewith send the bonds of Captainl'l Donaldson, Clarke, String
fellow, Martin, and Saunders, and hold in my hands receipts for 
smaller quotas of arms furnished different detachments of militiamen, 
appearing here under the requisition of the marshal of the Territory 
duriug the outbreak of June last. 

I have in my hands eight or ten boxes of muskets, and several hun
dred stand are deposited in the houses of the citizens, where they 
were kept charged during the late threatening state of affairs here. 

A large portion of the arms issued to the militia have been captured 
by the insurgents, though what number I have not been able to ascer
tain. I have probably five hundred stand at Jour disposal, in the 
hands of the enrolled militia and in store, of the southern division's 
Il.uota, and hope to be able to furnish you some account of the dispo. 
8ltion made of the quota ordered to the upper division. 

Having no arsenal, I find it impracticable to keep the arms properly 
together, but hope to get thfl department in better order some future 
day. . 

Hopi g the above may be satisfactory under present circumstances, 
I respectfully submit it. 

THOMAS J. B. CRAMER, 
lnapector General, KauatJ Militia. 

His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY. 

OloBing tke drinking 1wu8es. 
EXBCUTIVE DBPARTMENT, 

Leoomptt:m, K. T., Oclober 2, 1856. 
Sm; Since my former communication to you on the subject of the 

liquor establishments of this place, and your report to me on the same 
subject I have received such information as makes it essential to the 
public'safety that the entire sale of liquor in this place should be 
suspended during the incarceration of the large number of prisoners 
now bere, for whose safe keeping I am responsible. 

You are, therefore, requested to take the most summary and imme
diate measures to cause an entire suspension of the Fale of liquor in this 
place until further notice from me; and is case you have not sufficient 
power, you will please make requisition upon me for the necessary 
military force. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Governor of Kania., Territory. 
0wBN C. STBwART, Esq., 

Mayor of Lecom.ptoo. 
h. Doc. 17-3 
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The Municipal .A.utkoritiu. 

Notwithstanding that a general peace has been restored to the Ter
ritory by the disb"'lldment and didpersion of all large and belligerent 
part-ies, there are yt't many evils to he corrected in various, localities. 
Letters from numerous citizens, and freqnent deputations appointed 
for the purpose, are constautly reaching the execntive offi~, com
plaining of' personal grievances, and appealing for their rtodress. Were 
but the t.ithe of these to receive the especial attention of the governor, 
he would have no time for the discharge of more important duties. It 
h88 therefllre been his settled and nniform policy to refer all such com
plaints to the municipal authorities of I.he neighborhoods whence they 
emanate, with instructions that justice be done, as far 88 possihle, to 
all citizens wrongfully opprellsed, anll that the laws be fa.ithfully en
forced; at the same time declinin~, in every instance, to interpose his 
own aut,hority until the powers vested in the headM of' the various mu
nicipalities have been tully employed and exhausted without the desired 
efft.'Ct. This policy has infu~ed a new life into lIome,of the corporations, 
and aroused the IlTOstrated officials to prompt and healthy action. 
They have reen encouraged by the assurance of strong and efficient 
support, should actull} necessity demand it, to maintain and enforce 
law, which has been despised, condemned, and virtually trampled 
under foot; and a disposition is growing on every hand to uphold and 
execute jlbltice in all its power and m~jesty. Thill new condition of 
things is infusing a refreshing ",nil invigorating influence through all 
the ramificatioDs ot' society, and is giving the promise of future and 
permanent prosperity to every port.ion of the Territory. 

The following proclamations are responsive to ll:'tters from the" Ex
ecutive D('T,artment," referring subjects of complaint to the mayors of 
Leavenworth city and Lecompton: 

Proclamation of the Mayor of Leavenworth. 

Whereas information has been received by me that various citizens 
of the city of' Leavenworth have received anonymous communications 
req1lesting them to leave the Territory of Kansas forthwith; and 

Whereas such conduct is contrary to law and good order, auu sub
versive of the true interests of the law-and-order purty, not only of thi. 
city. but of the Territory; and 

Whereas it is the hounden dllty of every citizen, and particularly 
of every executive officer, to comply strictly with'the requirements of 
the late proclamation of Governor Geary: 

Now, therefore, I William E. ~Iurl'hy, mayor of the city aforesaid, 
by virtue of the po\ver and authority in me vested, do make known 
and proclaim that 1 will rigidly enforce the law ng-ainf1lt cach and every 
violator thereof; and I hereby call upon all good and law-abiding citizens 
of this city to frown down any secret conspiracy aga.inst l:J.\V, and to 
give me, as their chief executive officer, that aid necessary to maintain 
the supremacy of the law. 

In tt'stimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, and 
cauaed to lle affixed the seal of the city a.foresaid. Done at my office, 
this 29th day of September, A. D. 1856. 

[SEAL.] WM. E. MURPHY, Mayor. 
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Whereas the use aud saJe of ardent spirits at this time has a ten
dency to di8turb the court, which i8 now in ses8ion in this city; and 

Whereas there are a large number of prisoner8 under guard. wh08e 
II&fety i8 rendered insecure by the frequent use of intoxica.ting liquors 
by irresponsible persons, interrupting and didracting 8aid guard; and 

WhereaS the sentine18 themselve8 may become intoxicated, and 
neglect to discharge their duty, and fail to prevent the escaf of the 
prisoner8, by being nnfitted by the use of ardent 8pirit8 ; an 

Whereas there are a large number of troops 8tationed at this point, 
some of whom have too frequently indulged, and thereby unfitted 
themselves for duty, and are in the habit of conducting themselve8 in 
such a manner as to di8turb the peace and quietude of' the citizen8 ; 
and 

Whereas the following communication has been received from his 
excellency John W. Geary: 

"EXECUTIVE DEPARTMBNT, 
" Lecompton, K. T., October 2, 1856. 

"Sm: Since my former communication to you on the 8ubject of the 
liquor e8tabli8hments of thi8 place, and your report to me on the same 
subject, I have received such information a8 ma.kes it eS8ential to tke 
public 8o/e/y, that the entire 8ale of liquor in this place should be sus
pended during the incarceration of the Jarge number of prisoner8 here, 
for whose 8ate keeping I am responsible. 

" You are theretore requested to take the m08t summary and imme
diate measures to cause an entire suspension of the sale of liquor in 
this place until further notice from me; and in case you have not 
sufficient power, you will please wake requisition on me for the neces
sary militluy force. 

" Very truly, your obedient servant, 
"JOHNW. GEARY, 

,e Governor oj Ka7UlQJJ Territory. 
U OWEN C. STBWART, Esq., 

,e Mayor 0/ Lecompton.." 

And whereas it is the duty of all good citizens to render all the 
8.88istance in their power to aid and assist in Itreserving a C0l1r8e that 
will assi8t the executive and territorial officer8 in the 8uccessful dis
cbarge of their variou8 dutie8 : 

Now, therefore, I, O\ven C. Stewart, mayor of the city of Lecomp
ton, do issue this my proclamatIOn, and hereby call upon all good 
citizen8 to abstain from the use and 8ale of ardent spirits as an intox
icating drink from thi8 date until 8uch time as the causes which have 
impelled me to make this p!'oclamation shall cease; and in case the 
foregoing 8hould be di8regarded, effective measures will be taken to 
remove the evil. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 8ubscribed my hand, and 
caused to be affixed the 8ealof said city. Done at my office, in Le
compton, this 2d day of October, A. D. 1856. 

[BBAL.] OWEN C. STEWART, Mayor. 
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The foregoing proclamation, together with the following letter from 
the mayor of Lecompton, was handed by him in person to the gov
ernor. The latter assured the mayor that the mere issuing of his 
proclamation was not" the last civil resort j" that he had yet to en
force its execution; and he was peremptorily ordered to employ all 
the means in his power to that end; and when these failed, the ex
ecutive wonld interpose his authority, and give him such aid as would 
not be resisted. 

LECOMPTON, October 2, 1856. 
Sm: Enclosed please find proclamation, which I have issued as 

the last civil resort; and in case it should prove ineffectual, as the 
executive of the Territory you will have to take the matter into your 
own hands, as I have no law to justify me in destroying the liquor of 
persons selling under law. 

Respectfully, yours, O. O. STEWART, 

His Excellency J. W. GEARY • 
Mayor of Lecompton. 

.Application for troops. 

UNITED SUTE MARSHAL'S OFFICE, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 3, 1856. 

Sm: A warrant has been placed in my hands, issued by the hon
orable J ud~e Oato, one of the associate justices of the supreme court 
of the Terntory of Kansas, (upon the affidavit of John Ernst,) for 
the arrest of certain persons, whose names are unknown to said affiant, 
for stealing several head of horses belonging to him, the said Ernst, 
and also to search the neighborhood of Atchison, Kansas Territory, 
for said property and offenders against the law. 

In consequence of the disturbed condition of this Territory, and law
less bRonds of men roving through the country, I am of the oyinion 
that I will be unable, by virtue of the powers vested in me as United 
States marshal, to execute said warrant. 

I am therefore constrained to ask your excellency to furnish me a 
posse of twenty-five United States dragoons io enable me to execute 
Baid writ. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. B. DONALSON, 

United Statu Mar8haZ, Ka'I/JJaB Territory. 
His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY, 

Govertuw of Ka'I/JJaB Territory. 
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BequWion/or tf'OOPl. 

ExBouTrVB DBPABTKBNT, 
Lecompton, K. T., Od.ober 3, 1856. 

Bm: Having been shown a warrant issued by honorable B. G. Cato, 
one of the judges of the supreme court of this Territory, for the ar
rest of certain persons, whose names are unkuown, for crimes commit
ted in this Territor" in the neighborhood of Atchison, and haTing 
been duly certified by the United States marshal that he is unable to 
execute said wal-rant by means of the civil authority vested in him, 
you are therefore respectfully requested to furnish the said marshal 
or his deputy with twenty-five dragoons (that being the number 
required) to execute said writ. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Governor 0/ KaftBaB Territory. 
General PBRSD'BR F. SJIl'rH, 

Oommcmding Department of tluJ Wut. 

ExBCU'lIVB DBPABTlIBN'l, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 4, 1856. 

8m: As there is great reason to believe that disturbances will take 
place at the election on Monday next, the 6th instant, at the town of 
Leavenworth, unless precautionary measures are taken to prevent the 
aame; and 88 it is of the highest importance to endeavor by every 
possible means to preserve the public peace at every point, and es
pecially on that occasion, I request that you station in Leavenworth 
city a sufficient force of United States troops to guard the polls and 
prevent the commission of outrage. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Governor 0/ Kaft80JJ Territory. 
Kajor General P. F. BJIITII, 

Oomma/nding United. StateB/(Yf'CU, Department of tke West. 

EXBOUTIVB DBPABTIrlBNT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 4A 1856. 

8m: To prevent disturbances at the approaching election, you will do 
me the favor to send one company ofUDlted States troops to Tecumseh, 
and a force of twenty-five men to Willow Springs, to report them
selves to the inspectors of election, on Monday morning, the 6th 
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instant, at '1 o'clock, and remain dnring the polling and counting of 
the votes; after which they can return to theIr encampment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Lieutenant Colonel ANDREWS, 
GmJemor of Kaua8 Territory. 

OommafUiing United Slates fM"Ce8 near LeoumptoR. 

United States troops to guard the polls. 

EXECUTIVE DBPART¥ENT, 
Lecompton, Kaf&8a8 Territory, October 5, ]856. 

Sm: Please furnish a guard of twenty men, from Major Wood's 
command, at Lawrence, to report to Sheriff Jones, at 8 o'clock a. m. 
to-morrow, at the latte~place, to act as a posse for the maintenance of 
order at the election. Yonrs, &c., &c. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 

Lieutenant Colonel ANDREWS, 
GovernM" of Kafl8a8 Territory. 

Oommaftding United &ates 1\ooop8 Rear LecomptuA. 

OommiBBi0n8 usued. 
To John Wallis, as captain; George W. Miller, 88 first lieuten

ant; and George A. Cole, as second lieutenant, of company A, 
mounted riflemen, Kansas militia. 

John Donaldson, as captain; James M. Pelot, as first lieutenant; 
and William Franklin, as second lieutenant, of company A, infantry, 
Kan8as militia i and Joseph E. Anderson, as commi8sary and q uarter
master of Kan8a8 militia. 

All of the above to take effect on and after September 15, 1856. 

Letter from the Mayor of Leat1enflJOlriJ&. 

LBAVENWORTH CrrY, K. T., October 3, 1856. 
-Sm: Your favor of the 1st instant was duly received, and I was 

pleased to see, from the contents thereof; that my letter of the 23d 
ultimo was perused by you with much satisfaction. Yuu, respected sir, 
should feel under no obligations to me lor assuring you that I will 
cheerfully co-operate with you in preserving the peace and good order 
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of Leavenworth city, for, 88 mayor, I am bound to do so by a IOlemn 
oath. 

Permit me to make a plain statement of facts to you in regard to 
those complaints to whiob you allude. On Sunday morning lut I 
was visited by Dr. Norton, Dr. Park, J. E. Gould, and A. M. Suttig, 
eaoh one of whom handed me a note whicb they bad received, signed 
"Regulators," requesting them to leave the 'rerritory, never to re
turn. I remarked to those gentlemeu that I was surprised at their 
receiving such notice, and that I could not believe that it was in ac
corda~ce witb the wish of any considerable number of our citizena j 
but be that as it may, they might rely upou my diacharging my duty 
u mayor, and that I would render them tbat protection which I be
lieved the law to demand at my hauds. In conjunction with the city 
manhaI aud his deputy, I endeavored, though unsuccessfully, to 88-
certain who those persOUA atyling themselves" Regulators" were, in 
order that I might have them arrested and held amenable to the law. 

Investigation couvinced me that my first opiuion was correct, that 
was, that tbe feeling to remove those men prevailed to a very inconsider
able extent. I then allsured them that they need feel no uneasiness; 
that I knew my means of preserving the quiet of the city was amply 
sufficient without (doing as some of them suggested) sending to Gen
eral Smith for troops. 

On the following day, Monday, September 29, 1856, I issued the 
proclamation which I have the honor herein to enclose, which I think 
will meet your approbation, and which has had the desired effect. I 
regret extremely that you should be annoyed at this particular busy 
time with you by complaints from any of the citizens of this city. It 
looks as if they had not that confidence in me to which, I think, 
I am, by my whole course as mayor, entitled. God knows that in 
times of high excitement here I have, on more occasions tban one, 
prevented the destruction of the lives and property of some of those 
open and avowed opponents of law and order; and I believe it to be 
the true policy of the law-and-order party of Kanlas Territory, at 
this time, to give even those men who denounce our Jaws their pro
tection, and, at the same time, make them yield obedience thereto. 
When I see men aiming direct blows at the glorious Constitution of 
our common country, and hear them denouncing that statesman and 
true patriot, Franklin Pierce, and abusing such a man as Stephen A. 
Douglas, and all other true uorthern democrats, for upholding the 
constitutional rights of every section of our Union, I am not surprised 
to hear them expreas themselves in opposition to the statute laws of 
Kansas, and I feel forced to view them as maniacs, and look upon 
them more in sorrow than in anger. Notwithstanding all the troublea 
we have had in Kansas, and gloomy as the political horizon in the 
States now appears, I havQ an abiding confidence in the success of 
that glorious old constitutional, union-loving democratic party, to 
which we are all indebted for the liberties we now enjoy; aud, as a 
member of that party by birth, by education, and from principle, your 
excellency may rettt assured that no official act of mine, as mayor of 
Leavenworth city, shall ever be held up before the world to mar its 
beallties. 
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Permit me, governor, to repeat tbe assurance given you before, 
that I will heartily co-operate with you in maintaining peace and 
good order in this city. 
, I am, respectfully, your most obedient lervant, 

WILLIAM E. MURPHY, 

Hon. JOHN W. GEARY, 
May(Y1" 0/ Lea·venworth Oity. 

Gooernor 0/ KaMa8 Territ(Y1"g, 

Reply to the /(Y1"egoing. 
EXECUTIVE DBPARTMENT, 

Lecmnpton, K. T., October 6, 1856. 
SIR : Your obliging letter of tbe 3d instant is just received. When 

I last wrote you, I had not read a copy of your very excellent procla-
mation. . 

I sball now securely repose in your assurance tbat the rights of all 
persons choosing to settle in your city shall be sacredly guarded. 

At a very early day I hope to vi8it Leavenworth city, when I will 
do mY8elf the pleasure of thanking you in per80n for your earnest and 
cordial co-operation in re8toring peace to this distracted Territory. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY. 

Hon. WM.. E. MURPHY, 
May(Y1" of Leavenworth Oity. 

The following letter was forwarded by mail to St. Louis, and thence 
despatched to Washington by telegraph: 

To the Be(Jf'etary o/State. 
EXBCUTlVB DEPARTMENT, 

Lecumpton, K. '1'., October '1, 1856. 
SIR: The election yesterday for delegate to Congress and members 

of the territorial legi8lature pused off quietly. No disturbance 
occurred in any part of the Territ(\ry, so far 80S heard from. General 
Whitfield is doubtlessly elected. 

The continued peace and tranquillity which reign here are sources 
of much 8ati8faction. The result of yesterday's election is an especial 
cau8e of gratulation. 

Although I do not anticipate any further extraordinary di8turbances, 
yet I deem it prudent to be well prepared for any emergency. The 
pre8ence of the United States troops here is a powerful auxiliary to 
moral 8uasion, and they are excellent" peace-makers." 

Your obedient servant, 

Hon. WILLIAM. L. MARCY, 
S6(Jf'etary o/Btate. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor 0/ KanBaB Territory. 
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Fugitive from iUlltioe. 

EXBCUTIVB DEPARTMENT, 
LeCompton, K. T., OctobP:r ~, 1856. 

Sm: Yours of 2M ultimo, desiring .a requisition for one Thomas 
Ward, an alleged fugitive from justice, was received by last night's 
mail. 

Before I can comply with your request, you must forward me an 
authenticated copy of the record in the case, and otherwise comply 
with the act of Congress relating to fugitives from justice. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Goot:mOr of KanBaB Territory. 
A. G. Born, Esq., 

1/tica, Uvingston county, Jrwouri . 

.Enrollment 0/ militia. 

ExBCUTlVB DEPARTMBNT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 7, 1856. 

8m: I have received your communication tendering me a company 
ot mounted riflemen enrolled in the territorial militia agreeably to 
my proclamation. 

So soon as I have occasion for your services, I will take the proper 
.teps to muster you into the service. 

I have my eye upon your section of the country, and it shall receive 
my personal attention when some persons least expect me. 

Yours, very truly, 
JOHN W. GEARY. 

Olptain MARTIN W BITE, 
Paoli, Lykeu county, K. T. 

The 8ame 8t.qject. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T, October 7, 1856. 

8m: Your favor of 1st instant, in relation to the company of 
mounted riflemen, under Captain Martin White, together with com
munications from Captain White on the same subject, were received 
Dylaat night' 8 mail. 

I have written to Captain White, and expect soon to visit your 
aection of the country, when I will take measures to afford ample pro
tection to your citizens. 

The enrollment under my proclamation is to inclnde all citizens be
tween the ages of eighteen and forty-five. 
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So soon as I have occasion for the services of any of the t'DTolled 
militia, I will take mea.sures to have them mnstered into service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Governor 0/ Kamas Territory. 
Brig. General WILLIAM A. HBISKELL, 

Fir8t brigade, 80uthern division, K. M. 

The 8ame B'Ubject. 

EX'E(JUTIVE DBPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 7, 1856. 

SIR: I am in receipt of your communications of 27t.h ultimo, en
closing me the enrollment of your militia. In reply, I must thank 
you for the all\crity with which your good citizens have responded to 
my proclamatiou. 

In case you have uot enrolled all your citizens between the ages of 
eighteen and forty-five, you will please do so, and return me a full 
and accurate list. . 

So soon as I have occasion for your services, I will send you a proper 
officer to mURter you into the Rervice, who will see that you are fur
nished with the nece88ary equipments. 

I expect soon to visit your section of the Territory, when I will make 
every arrangement for the protection of your citizens. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Captain ALLEN CROCKER, 
Hampden, KaMas Territory. 

Governor cf Kama8 Territory. 

Howard' 8 Reports. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, D.O., September 20, 1856. 

SIR: The 18th volume of Howard's Reports has this day been de
posited in t.he post office in this city, directed to you, the receipt of 
which you will please acknowledge. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor 0/ Kamas. 

J. A. THOMAS, 
.A8sistant Secretarg. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN W. GEARY. 43 

EXECUTIVE DBPARTME~, 
Lecmnpton, KaMas Territory, October 8, 1856. 

8m: The 18th volume of Howard's Report. was this d$y received 
at this office. 

Very respectfully yours, 

J. A. THOKAS, Esq., 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
GOVffl'fl,()f' of Kamas Territory. 

.Amatant Secretary of State, Washington, D. a. 

To the Mayor 0/ Leavenworth Oity. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 9, 1856. 

8m: I have received a letter from H. G. Sickil, of Philadelphia, 
ma.lting inquiry relative to Addison Rodgers, a citizen of Philadelphia, 
who 1S said to have been killed in Leavenworth city during the re
cent d1sturbances there. 

Will you please give me any information you may possess on the 
subject, and oblige 

Your obedient servant, 

Hon. WK. E. MURPHY, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of KatllaB 1'erritory. 

Mayor of Leavenworth aity. 

To the Bame. 

EXECUTIVB DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. 1.'.., October 9, 1856. 

SD.: 1 have just received a communication from O. B. Holman, 
.nt.1ieu at the instance of Mr. M. J. Mitchell, who is said to be " now 
_,\n~ at the Leavenworth City Hotel, closely guarded by two men," 
&ud 60liciting my interference. 

Will YOl1 do me the favor to write me the cause of Mr. Mitchell's 
detention, and please see to it that no illegal restraint is placed upon 
his liberty. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

G01Je'I'fIO'I' 0/ KantJa8 Territory. 
Hon. WM. E. MURPHY, 

J/apr of Leavenworth Oity. 
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Btlieuing militia Jrom gua.rd duty. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 10, 1856. 

SIR: In order to preserve the health, spirits, and usefulness of the 
militia stationed at this place, it is necessary that they should be re
lieved from the severe duties that have for some time past been im
posed upon them. 

You will therefore oblif!;e me by furnishing a detachment of twenty
three men, consisting of one commissioned officer, two sergeants, two 
corporals, and eighteen privates, to guard the prisoners in this city. 

This number of troops will be required for forty-eight hours, re
lieved at proper intervals, from 8 o'clock to-morrow morning, the 
11th instant, at which time please have them report to Colonel Titus. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Col. ANDREWS, 
Govwnm oj Kaf&8QJI Territory. 

Oommanding United States Jorces near Lecompton. 

OommitJaioM itJaued. 

To Thomas J. Thompson, as constable of Walnut township, Atch
ison county, 'Vice A. R. Baily, resigned; and 

To C. B. Buist, as probate judge of Marshall county, 'Vice James 
Doniphan, removed. 

To tke Secretary of State. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 10, 1856. 

Sm: Your letter of the 23d ultimo, in reply to mine of the 9th, 
and your telegraphic despatch of the 27th ultimo, in reply to my letter 
of the 16th, were both received on the evening of the 8th instant. 

Despatches forwarded since the dates of those acknowledged have 
informed you that peace and quiet have been restored to this Territory. 
Not only have all large armed bodies of men been dispersed, but 
the smaller bands of marauders have been driven oft'. The roads are 
travelled with safety, and dwellings are secure from intrusion. For 
upwards of two weeks no outrages have been authentically reported. 
Many notorioull and troublesome agitators, claiming to belong to all 
parties, have left the Territory, and the beneficient influence of their 
absence is being already very sensibly felt. 

The troops sent to the north have not yet returned. It is my pur-
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pose to leave on the northern frontier a sufficient force for its pro
tection, and the remainder of the troops will be employed to guard 
such other points as may seem to require it. I shall shortly proceed, 
in person, with a small body of men to the southern portion of the 
Territory, in pursuit of a gang of thieves who are said to be pillaging 
in that region. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Hon. Wm. L. MARCY, 
Governor oj Kanaas Territory. 

Secretary o/State, Wa8hington, D. O. 

Order to station troops at Tt:peka 

EXECUTIVB DBP ARTMBNT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 10, ]856. 

Sm: I desire yon to send orders to the company of infantry re
turning from the north to station themselves at or near Topeka. 

Colonel Cooke writes me that they will reach Topeka by the 12th 
instant, and desires you to send them rations to meet them there. 

The officer in command of the infantry at Topeka will see that the 
peace of that vicinity is preserved, and report any circumstances of 
IU8picion, or breaches of the peace, without delay. 

Y onrs, truly, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Col. ANDREWS, 
Governm of Kanaas Territory. 

Oommanding near Lecompton. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMBNT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 10, 1856. 

Sm: Having been shown a warrant issued by J. N. O. P. Wood, 
esq. United States commissioner, for the arrest of a certain --Water
rna";, charged with the larceny of a horse, and a certain other person 
named E. Chapman, charged with murder, and having been duly certi
fi~ by the deputy United ~~tes mars~al that h~ is }lnable to ex~c.ute 
Bald writ by virtue of the CIVIl authorIty vested In hIm, and requmng 
military aid, this is to request you to furnish the officer bearing this 
requisition a p?S8e of twenty mounted men (that being the number 
required) to aId him in the execution of said writ. 

Truly, yours, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Governor of Kanaas Territory. 
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OCTOBBR 11, 1856. 

Oommisaion is8ued. 

To Henry T. Titus, as special aide·ll& camp to the governor, with 
the rank, title and emoluments of colonel, to take effect from and 
after the fifteenth day of September, 1856. 

Seizure o/liquor. 
LECOMPTON, October 11,1856. 

SIR: You will please furnish me four regular troops for the purpose 
of seizing upon a Jot of' ardent spirits deposited at a house within the 
city liwits fi)r the express purpose of selling it to the soldiers. It 
arrived here last evening. 

O. O. STEWART, Mayor. 
His Excellency J. W. GEARY. 

EXECUTIYE DEPARTMENT, 
I,ecompton, K. T., October 1 J, 1856. 

SIR: Ple8lle furnish to O. O. Stewart, mayor ofthis city, four sol
diers, for a "hort time, for the purpose ofaiding him to carry out an 
ordinance relative to the sale of spirituous liquors. 

Very truly, YOUfS, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Govern(Yf' 0/ KafUlaB Territory. 
The OFFICER commanding ihe Guard at Lecompton. 

F'-rom tke Mayor o/leatJenwortk city. 

LEA VE...-'WORTII OITY, K. T., 
October 11, 1866. 

SIR: Your favors of the 9th instant have just beell handed to me by 
Joseph Anderson, esq., and it is with pleasure that I give you all the 
information I am in po!!sessilln of relative to the sul.ject-matter of 
your inquiries. 

10 rela.tion to the death of Addison Rogeu, allow me to state that, 
although it occurred during the recent troubles here, those troubles 
had no connexion whatever with it. Rogers kept a dram shop here 
on the levee, and was in the habit of gambling. He was shot by a 
gambler named Brush. Said Brush was tried for the offe nce before 
R. R. Rees, esq., ajustire of the peace in this city, and acquitted. 
Mr. Rees told me that it was a perfectly justifiable case of self-de
fence. The evidence, in compliance with the statute laws of Kansas, 
was written down, and is now in tbe possession of Mr. Whitehead, 
clerk of our first district court, who will be in Lecompton on Monday 
next. 
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In regard to the detention of Mr. M. J. Mitchell here, it is in flC('ord
anee with a writ in the hands of the United States mfmhaJ, Major 
Donalson, who will start to Lecompton with Mr. Mitchell to-morrow 
morning, for the purpose of having him tried there betore the Hon. 
Samuel D. Lecompte. I was not aware, until yesterday, that Mr. 
Kitchell was in this city under guard j since which time I have not 
seen Major Donalson, and therefore do not know the particulars of the 
charge. From investigation to-day, however, I know that Major Don
alson has in his possession the writ before alluded to. 

With sentiments of high esteem, I am, respectfully, your obedient 
Benant, 

WILLIAM E. MURPHY. 
Hon. JOHN W. GEARY, 

GovenlOT of KaMas Territory. 

OCTOBER 13, 1856. 

Oommi8Bion8 issued. 

To John H. Tate, as sheriff of Linn county, vice John E. Brown, 
te8\gued. 

To John Veteto, as captain, and Charles Vandiver, as first lieu
tenant of a comllsny of militia, in Leroy, Coffee connty, and named 
the Leroy Guards. 

The Judiciary. 

The f()llowing was this day received from Chief Justice Samuel D. 
Lecompte. It is in reply to 8 letter of inquiries addressed to each of 
the judges of the sllpreme court of the Territory. As yet neither of 
the judges has made any response: 

From Ohief Justice S. D. Lecompte. 

NBAR LEAVENWORTH CrrY, K. T., 
Oclc.ber 6, 1856. 

Sm: Yom fa.vor of the 23d September did not come to hand until 
after my return from Lecompton. Since that time I have been more 
or less indisposed, and, besides, have not been able to furnish replies 
to your questions, without some examinat.ion. Indeed, I am not now 
able to do 80, except as to Leavenworth county, because the records of 
the other courts are in the several counties. 

My official engagements in holding courts here on Wednesday, and 
on Monday next at Lecompton, will di:iable me from giving the matter 
more attention than I have done. The result of that, I proceed with 
great pleaflure to submit to you, remarking, as to the other counties, 
that the criminal and other business has borne about a fair ratio, re
garding population, wealth, &c , to this, if, indeed, in 8ev~rul of them 
there has not been more in proportion to these elements. This iB 
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certainly true of Doniphan county, if no other. It is not true as to 
Douglas; nor is it true of this county that there has been even a fair 
proportion of business. The reason of this is too notorious to need to 
be particularly pointed out. 

The first court provided to be holden there was last fall, and about 
the time when the first great excitement occurred, being the time when 
Sheriff Jones found it necessary to summon a posse to execute process. 
The next held was in Aprilllu~t, when, by the resistance of process by 
Ex-Governor A. H. Reeder, the marshal was driven to a like course 
of summoning a posse to enforce its execution. This, as you are 
aware, stirred the elements of strife in the Territory to the very acme, 
and nt>ressarily suspended, unless they had been vigorously sustained 
by the territorial executive, judicial proceedings. 

The next term for this connty was fixed for the second Monday of 
September last, just before which had occurred the outbreak, which, 
more serious than any before, brought about the condition of things 
alluded to in tho opening of your letter. 

As to the complaints made to you" for alleged neglect of duty," 
the charge, like the others mentioned, is too general to be responded 
to otherwise than by a general denial, and a reference to the response, 
which follow to your enquiries. 

As to the charge of "party bias," if it means simply the fact of 
such bias, I regard it as ridicnlous; because I suppose every man in 
this country, with very few exceptions, indeed, entitled to respect either 
for hit! abilities, his intelligence, or his virtue, has a "party bias." 
I am proud of mine. It has, from my first manhood to this day, placed 
me in the ranks of the democratic party. It has taught me to regard 
that party as the one, par excellence, to which the destinies of this 
country are particularly entrusted for preservation. 

If it be intended to reach beyond that general application, and to 
charge a pro-slavery bias, I am proud, too, of this. I am the steady 
friend of southern rights under the Constitution of the United States. 
I have been reared where slavery was recognized by the constitution 
of my State. I love the institution as entwining around all my early 
and late associations; because I have seen as much of the nobility of 
the human heart in the relation of master and servant, and on the 
part of the one as well as of the other. as I have seen elsewhere. 
I have with me now an old woman who left all to come with me when 
it was purely at her discretion. Another who did the same have I 
lost, and buried with care and decency at Fort Leavenworth. An old 
man has come to me, under the care of a youthful nephew, within a 
few days, all the way from Mary land, and passing through every 
intervening free State, with a perfect knowledge of the fact, and 
making his way through various interferences by his own ingenuity. 

If it meaus more than the fact, and to intimate that this " party 
bias" has affected the integrity of" my official action, in any solitary 
case, I have but to say that it is false-basely false. 

In relation to the other charge of "criminal complicity with a 
state of affairs which terminated in a contempt of all authority," I 
will content myself with laying that it, too, is false-basely false-if 
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made in relation to me, and to defy the slanderer to the proofs of a 
solitary act to justify the deepest villain in such an aspersion. 

In regard to all of them, I take the liberty of accompanying this 
communication with a letter lately writen by me to a friend in Mary
le.nd, in which, at more length than I can here indulge, I have re
plied to similar charges by men in higher places. I shall regard it 
as a favor that it be considered as part of this letter. * 

I proceed to answer your interogatories. To the first: 
I was commissioned by the President on less than a week's notice 

of my name being presented to him, on the 3d of October, 1854. 
Early in November I left Maryland for the Territory, with my familr. 
After a tedious trip, a week of which was given to a duty mentioned 1D 

the letter accompanying this) I arrived in the Territory early in 
December. Within a few days thereafter, (the particular day will 
appear in the files of your department, December 5th, I think,) I 
entered upon the duties of my office, as far as depended upon me. 

By the 35th section of the organic act, the duty was devolved upon 
the governor of defining" the jlldicial districts," and assigning the 
judges "to the several districts," and also of appointing" the time 
and places for holding the courts," &c. 

The governor issued his proclamation on the 26th of February, 1855·, 
888igning me to the "first judical district," which did not then embrace 
Douglas county; but was bounded by the Kansas river on the south 
and the Nebraska line on the north, and fixing the regular terms for 
the third Mondays of April and October, and fixing also a preliminary 
term for Monday the 19th of March, then next. 

The first court holden by me was, therefore, on Monday the ]9th of 
March. I deemed it proper on that occasion to present in an address 
my views, which were put upon record, and also furnished for publica
tion, at the request of the members of the bar. I haTe caused a copy 
of this address to be made and take the liberty of accompanying this 
letter with it, that you may see the sentiments with which I entered 
upon the discharge of my "judicial office." Dy these sentiments I 
have been steadily governed. 

To your second: 
The counties of Doniphan, Atchison, Leavenworth, Jefferson, Cal

houn and Douglas, have comprised my district since the sessioo of the 
legislative assembly. Before that time it embraced nearly the same 
extent of'l'erritory, with the exception of Douglas county. 

I have holden courts as follows: First, under the proclamation of 
the governor, & preliminary term, March ]9, 1855. 

Begular term, third Monday of April following, to which juries 
were summoned. Court was holden nine days. 

Begular term, third Monday of October, when court sat six days 
and adjourned to 12th November, when it sat twelve days; when it 
adjourned for some special business to January 7, 1856. 

The next regular term was under the statute, chapter 41, on the 

• T.Ite utnme length .f the letler here alluded to, which was addretlll8d to a private 
iDdiyiduaJ, and has been published in ODe or more of the daily neWlpapel'll, aDd the irrele
vaaey of a great portiOR of it, mUlt preclude the propriety of ita illll8l'tiOll in the executive 
lIliDute8. 

Ex. Doc. 17-4: 
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third Monday of March, adjourned to the fifth Monday, when it sat 
six days. 

The next, the third Monday of August last, when it sat six days, 
the time limited, as you will see by the statute referred to, and 
adjourned, business being unfinished, to the second Wednesday of 
October, instant. 

There were no other courts holden at any other place in the district 
than Leavenworth, under the proclamation of the governor. 

By chapter 41 of the acts of the legislative assembly, section 4th, 
courts were required to be held for the year 1855, "in Leavenworth 
county, on the third Monday of September; in Atchison on the fourth; 
in Doniphan on the first Tuesdayof October; in Jefferson on the 
second Monday of October; in Calhoun on the third Monday of Octo
ber; in Douglas on the fourth Monday of October." 

These were all holden except that for Doniphan, which I was not 
able to reach by failure of the boats. I got up to St. Joseph, but 80 
late that to have gone to Doniphan would derange all my other terms. 
I therefore had the organization effected and regular aqjournment by 
the clerk, having myself to return, so as to meet my other engage
ments. All of these courts were simply in effect for organization. 
The statutes not having been published, the grand juries could make 
and did make no presentments. It was so late in the season, and the 
comin~ out of the statutes so uncertain, that no adjourned terms could 
be announced. 

The same statute, in its first section, designates as the times of hold
ing courts in my district, "in the county of Doniphan, on the first 
Mondays of March and August; in the county of Atchison, on the 
second Mondays of March and August; in the county of Leavenworth, 
on the third Mondays of March and August; in the county of Jeffer
son, on the fourth Mondays of March and August; in the county of 
Calhoun, on the first Mondays of April and September," for the year 
1856, and afterwards. Douglas county is omitted, but in the enrolled 
bill it follows Calhoun, and the terms are fixed for" the second Mon

-days of April and September." 
All of these I have holden, except the last term for Jefferson county 

;and for Calhoun. These I did not hold, because the recent commo
tions had. just then arisen. It was considered utterly useless to hold 
court at either Osawkee, the county seat of Jefferson, or Calhoun, the 
county seat of Calhoun, as neither juries, nor witnesses, nor suitors 
could be in attendance. 

I should~ nevertheless, have gone to those courts, but for the 
severe and dangerous illness of my wife, and the sickness of three of 
my children. I felt under no obligation to incur the great sacrifice 

'of leaving home, when it was so apparent that no good could result 
from it. 

To your third: 
I cannot say, for reasons heretofore given, how many indictments 

have been found, except as to Leavenworth county. I cannot at all 
answer your question as to the number of bills presented and the 
.number ignored, because by section 25 of art. 3, of the acts of the 
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legislative assembly, chap. 129, it is not necessary" to present a 
'Presentment prior to the presentation of an indictment." 

The conseqnence of this provision is that the court has no means of 
Knowing anything about the bills presented and ignored. All that 
I can know of is such as are presented in the form of indictments, as 
a general thing. 

At the first regular term, April, 1855, there were 16 indictments; 
at October term following there were 21. The statntes not being out 
at September term there were none but 22 civil suits. At November, 
an adjourned term for October, there were 14 indictments. At March 
term, 1856, there were 17 appeals; 25 original civil suits; attach
ments and habeas corpus, 15; indictments, 79. At August term, 1856, 
there were, appeals, 28; original suits, 43; trial cases, 29. 

The excitement heretofore alluded to was then reviving, the conse
quence of which was that there could scarcely be retained a grand 
jury. And I believe that for want of wituesses, which it was almost 
impossible to get, they found no bills. There were pending, I ought 
to have added, 25 chancery cases. 

In almost all of the criminal cases presented, anterior to the publi
cation of the statutes, nolle prosequies were entered by direction of the 
district attorney of the United States for the Territory, upon the 
ground taken by him that there was no law in force in the Territory 
to punish them. The consequence is that few trial" arose. The 
case of McCrea was removed, on his affidavit, to another district. 
Another case of murder, against Burgess and others, was tried, 
and the party acqnitted on the testimony of the physician, that 
he died not of wounds received, but of disease. A point was raised 
of want of jurisdiction, arising from the fact that the wound was 
given in thill Territory, and the death occurred in Missouri. Upon 
fnII examination of the subject, I sustained the poiut. 

'rhese cases, first presented and dismissed by order of the district 
attorney, left nothing of the criminal calender for trial but the recent 
cases-those presented in April last. Few of these have been ready 
for trial, and very few have been tried; while in nearly all of them 
the parties are under bonds for their appearance at the next terms of 
the courts. 

A trial for arson; one for manslaughter; one for selling liquor to 
Indians; one for keeping a gaming-house; are the principal criminal 
trials in the county. They were all acquitted. 

The only convictions I remember are: one for horse stea.ling in 
Doniphan, and some three or four for assuming office; one for mali
ciously killing a horse in Addison county; one in Jefferson county for 
selling liquor to Indians; and perhaps some eight or ten, in different 
counties, for selling liquor without license. 

With an earnest desire to see the criminal code properly enforced, 
the difficulties growing out of the want of jails, and the frequent 
excitements, during which it has been difficult, if not impossible, to 
procure the attendance of witnesses, the judicial department, unsus
tained by & vigorous executive, has not been able to do much. 

All that I have seen it in my power to do I have done; and, sus
tained by the law-executing power, I can see how we can do all that 
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is necessary to maintain the supremacy of 10. w, and to repress disorder 1 

and to extirpate crime. 
The principal business done has been of a civil and a quasi-criminal 

character. By this latter, I have reference to forcible entry and de
tainer. Perhaps I might add, as partaking somewhat of the same 
quality, the chancery process of injunction to restrain the commission 
of wrongs. Of these there has been a pretty large amount. Beside, 
I have had before me, at chambers, a nnmber of cases of threatened 
violence and injnry, which have been prevented by putting the parties 
under bonds to keep the peace. 

I have thus, sir, as fully as my engagements and the means of infor
mation within my reach and my memory serves me, answered your 
interrogatories. 

I have done so because of my high respect for your excellency; my 
earne&t desire to maintain, in the exercise of my functions, your de
partment in the performance of yours; of my readiness, for the pur
pose of advancing the great cause of restoration of order in the Terri
tory, to waive points of right; and of my anxious solicitude to gratify 
both my high respect for the power from which I hold my office, and 
his desire to be informed of the real state of affairs here, by accounting 
to him, in frankness and fullness, for the mode of the performance of 
my duty. 

Having stated why I have responded to your interrogatories, it is 
due to myself, that my position may not be misunderstood, to express 
my unequivocal dissent from the doctrine of the following language, 
in your letter to me: "The efficiency of the executive will be much 
impaired or strengthened by the manner in which his subordinates in 
office discharge their respective duties. And as it is my sworn duty 
to see that the laws are faithfully executed, I need offer no al,ology 
for requesting categorical answers to the following interrogatories. ' , 

The doctrine that the judiciary is in any sense subordinate to the 
executive of this Territory, and that because the executive is sworn to 
see to the faithful execut.ion of the law he has a right to catechise 
those equally sworn to its administration, is the doctrine from which 
I dissent.. 

The Constitution of the Union and the Kansas organic act vest in 
the executive the executive power, in Congress and the legislative 
assembly the legislative power, with a. power of veto to the executive, 
in certain judges and courts the judicial power. 

These are independent and co-ordinate, not subordinate, depart
ments of the government; and, as I understand the theory, and under 
the theory perform my duties, they act each within their sphere, but 
without subordination. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL D. LECOMPTE, 

Ohief Justice Supreme Oourt, and 
Judge of Fir8t Di8trict Oourt, Kansas Territory. 

Hon. JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Kansa8 Territory. 
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P. S. It occurs to me as proper to add something in relation to the 
last term of court in Douglas county. I have already stated that this 
occu1'l'ed 800n after the late serious disturbances in the 1'erritory, the 
most 8eriou8 part of which existed, as always, in this county. It 
seemed 'Perfectly certain to me before I left home that there was no 
probabihty of being able to dispose of any business. I deemed it my 
dnty, uevertheless, in view of the peculiar importance of those cases 
pending under indictments for treason, to attend the more particu
larly, as the persons so indicted were held in confinement. As I went 
I met large numbers of persons coming from IJecompton towards 
Leavenworth, and when I reached Lecompton I found it almost de
serted. No full jury, either grand or petit, was in attendance, in
deed, not enough of both to constitute one. The county, it was well 
understood, was equally abandoned by all those law and order men 
from whom a jury could be selected. Under these circumstances it 
was perfectly clear that no business could be done. 

The cases of Robinson and others, indicted for treason, were called. 
They tendered themselves ready for trial. The government was not 
ready, nor was there any officer to represent the government on trial. 
A motion was made by a gentleman deputed for that purpose simply 
to coBtinue the causes. I saw no alternative but a trial, which, 
without readiness ou the part of the government, under the most 
peculiar circumstances, and yet scarcely amounting to legal cause of 
continuance, would have amounted to an acquittal, almost to a farce ; 
and, on the other hand, a continuance. The latter ultimatum was 
adopted. The question then remained, what was to be done with the 
prisoners? As they tendered themselves ready for trial, I believed 
that to continue them in confinement would be oppression; I, there
fore, discharged them on bail. 

I have but to say, in conclusion, to your excellency, that if more 
full information is desired in regard to the other counties, the records 
of which are not now accessible, it will afford me pleasure to give it 
hereafter, when those records are brought, as they will be, under an 
order of the court holding its sessions under the act of Congress of 
the last session, from the several counties to the place of its sessions. 

Reported inva8'ion of the 'l/Ql'them /1'O'RJ,ier. 

In consequence of numerous well authenticated reports having been 
brought to the executive department that large bodies of organized 
men, armed and provided with munitions of war, were about to enter 
the Territory from Nebraska with no peaceful intentions, a requisition 
was made upon the commander of the United States forces stationed 
here for a sufficient number of troops to repel or disperse the intru-

• ders. Accordingly, a large force, under command of Colonel Cooke, 
and accompanied by a United States deputy marshal, left Lecompton 
for the north on the 28th ultimo. The following is the marshal's 
report: 
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LECOMPTON, KANSAS TERRITORY, 
Octobfll' 12, 1856. 

SIR: In accordance with your orders" to accompany the United 
Staws troops to the northern frontier, and to see that your proclama
tion was carried into effect," I have the honor to state that I have 
been located for the past two weeks at or in the vicinity of a place 
called Fort Plymouth, some five or six miles south of' the line divid
nF: Kansas from Nebraska. 

On the evening of the 9th instant, I was informed by some United 
States officers that there was a body of 250 men, with wagons, &c., 
at a little place in Nebraska called Archie, some five miles north of 
the territorial line, and that they proposed entering Kansas. On 
the morning of the 10th instant Colonel Cooke, commanding the 
United States troops, sent for me. I obeyed his summons and 
found him engaged in conversation with General Pomroy and Colonels 
Eldridge and Perry, who were in command of this party of 240, 
mOle or less, represented as immigrants. 1 introduced myself to the 
parties in command, and asked if they had seen your proclamation, 
&c. They replied in the affirmative, and showed me a letter trom 
your excellency, in which you advise your officials of the coming of 
this party, and in which you command your officers to allow them to 
pass unmolested, if they come as bona fide settZfII'S, andfor lawful and 
peaCtfuZ purp08es, and not in violation of you·r proclamation. 

There was nothing in the appearance of' this party indicating that 
they were peaceable immigrants. They had no stock of any kind, 
except those of draught. There were only some seven families 
among them, and no visible furniture, agricultural implements, or 
mechanical tools j but, on the contrary, they were amply supplied 
with all the requisite articles for camping and campaigning purposes. 
These were seen prot.ruding from their vehicles. 

Considering their appearance antagonistic to the spirit of your 
proclamation, fifth paragraph: "And I command all bodies of men, 
combined, armed and equippedtoithmunitionB of war, without authority 
of the government, instantly to disband or quit the Territory, as they 
will answfII' the contrary at their peril," I reqnested Col. Eldridge, 
who appeared to be in command, to satisfy me as to the peaceful mis
sion ot the party, by showing me the contents of the wagons, &c. He 
declined in such a manner as to induce me to snppose that the wagons 
(some twenty in number) were loaded with munitions of war. Every
thing went to show that they were organized, and they acknowledged 
this fact themselves. 

I then requested Col. Cooke, commander of the United States forces, 
to examine and to give me a written report of how the party was fur
nished. The 1011owing is his reply and accompanying report: 

])QUARTERS, OAMP ON PONY OREEK, 
Kansas Territory, October 10, 1856. 

SIR: I give you my opinion that this party of two hundred and 
forty men, more or less, under Col. Eldridge, Gen. Pomroy, &c., ia 
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a~oom biDed party or body furnished completely with arms and muuitions 
of war. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. ST. GEO. COOKE, 

Lieut. 001,. 2d Dragoona. 
Colonel W. J. PRl!STON, 

Deputy Mar8hal, Preser&t. 

Report 01 arms discovt,·ed. 

3 boxes of navy revolver pistols, all new, viz: 
6 six nnd 5 five-shooters. 

12 Colt's~ navy size. 
24 " " " 

4 boxes fixed ball cartridges. 
1 bag caps. 

A small lot rifle cartridges. 
1 box, 10 Sharpe's rifies. 

145 breach-loading muskets. 
85 percussion muskets. 

115 bayonets. 
61 common sabres. 

2 officer's sabres. 
Ii kegs of powder. 
61 dragoon saddle.. 

1 drum. 

The recent troubled state of the Territory and your proclamation, 
and Colonel Cooke's reply, authorized me to consider the party as one 
entering our midst for no peaceful purposes. Thence, in accordance 
with your orders-regardmg your letter as giving me some margin 
for discretion-I took the arms into my posBession and delivered them 
to Col. Cooke, subject to your order. The party retained their side
arms, some rifles, (common and Sharpe'S patent,) and guns. 

The party then complained~ and expressed some fear in travelling 
with what arms they retained. I consequently requested Col. Cooke 
to give them an escort to their place of destination. He acquiesced; 
but the immigrants, (as they styled themselves,) after consultation, 
declined acceptine: the escort, but persisted in going as an organized 
body. Whereupon, after promising to suit theirconvenien08 in travel
ling, and as regards route, I arrested them, a8 a bod,J, allowing 
individuals to go where they pleased aDd when they pleased. 

In arresting them, I had nothing to do with the families, offering 
them the liberty which you guarantee to all, of travelling through or 
lettling in any part of the Territory which they might think proper. 
This privilege they refused to accept, replying that "the party to 
which they were attached was an organized one, and they would no 
leave their comrades~ as some of their property was in every wagon.' 
I also took into consideration their personal convenience, doing every 
thing in CODBonance with my position fol' their comfort, and promisin 
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them that I would use my endeavors with your excellency to have yon 
meet them on the route, that you might satisfy yourself as to the 
character and objects of their mission, and if you should regard it as 
warlike I would be subject to your further order, and if of a peaceful 
and colonization tendency, my interruption would be light as possible. 
They were detained three-quarters of' a day when first stopped, and, 
by my request, Col. Cooke issued a day's rations to them. They have 
met with no fnrther delay. It was raining on the day of the arrest, 
which subjected us all to a drenching. It. was to be regretted, bui 
could not be prevented. 

Very respectfully, your excellency'S obedient servant, 

His Excellency J. W. GEARY, 
GOtJeNWr 0/ KanBaB Territory. 

WM. J. PRESTON, 
Deputy U. B. MarBhal. 

P. S. No private arms were taken, or, if so, by the personal appli
cation of the owners, they were returned. I mean rifles, shot-guns, 
some few sabres, &c. No one claimed the muskets. I would also 
call your attention to the following Dote, handed me by Colonel Cooke. 

Trnly yours, &c., 
WILLIAM J. PRESTON. 

"No trunks or or(linary packages were opened. A large quantity 
of new saddles were found in boxes, supposed to match the sabres. 
Sixty or seventy-five others of the party are several days behind, with 
ox-teams. 

"P. ST. GEO. COOKE." 

Report oj Oolonel P. Bt. George Oooie. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Oamp near Nemaha river, K. T., October 10, 1854>. 

SIR: Colonel Preston, deputy marshal, has arrested, with myassie
tance, and disarmed a large party of 'professed immigrants, being 
entirely provided with arms and munitlons of war; amongst which 
two officers' and sixty-one privates' sabres, and many boxes of Dew 
saddles. Agreeably to your requisition of September 28, 1856, I send 
aD escort to conduct them, meD, arms, and munitions of war, to ap
pear at the capital. Colonel Preston will give you the details. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE, 

Lieut. Ool. 2d DragOOnB, commanding in the.fteld. 
His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY, 

Governor of KanBaB Territory. 
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The following was forwarded by mail to St. Louis, and thence des
patched by telegraph to Washington city: 

To the Secretary 0/ State. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 13, 1856. 

Sm: An official report has just reached me that the troops sent to 
guard the northern frontier have arrested a party or two hundred and 
forty men, organized in military order, and liberally supplied with 
munitions of war. They entered Kansas by way of Nebraska. They 
brought with them no household furniture, agricultural implements, 
nor anything to indicate that their intentions were otherwise than 
hostile. I am now about to proceed to Indianola, where I expect to 
meet them, and make of them such disposition as circumstances may 
seem to require. By the next mail I will forward you a full account 
of the affair. 

Your obedient servant, 

Hon. WILLIAlI( L. MARCY, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Ka'lUlaB Territory. 

&cretarg oj State, WaBhington, D. O. 

Report of ImmigrantB. 

KANSAS TERRITORY, 
Topeka, October 14, 1856. 

Sm: We, the undersigned, conductors of an emigr~nt train, who 
entered the Territory on the lOth instant, beg leave to make the fol
lowing statement of facts, which, if required, we will attest upon our 
oaths: . 

1st. Our party numbered from 200 to 300 persons, in two separate 
companies, the rear company (which has not yet arrived) being prin
cipal1y composed of families with children, who left Mount Pleasant, 
Iowa, three days after this train which has arrived to-day. 

2d. We are all actual, bona fide settlers, intending, so far as we 
know, to become permanent inhabitants. 

2d. The blockading of the Missouri river to free State emigrants, and 
the reports which reached us in the early part of September, to the 
eft'ect that armed men were infesting and marauding the northern 
portion of Kansas, were the sole reasons why we came in a company 
and were armed. 

4th. We were stopped near the northern line of the Territory by 
the United States troops, acting, as we understood, under the orders 
of one Preston, deputy United States marshal; and after stating to 
tbe officers who we were and what WA bad, they commenced search
ing our wagons, (in some instances breaking open trunks and 
'hiowing bedding and wearing apparel upon the ground in the rain,) 
taking arms from the wagons, wresting some private arms from the 
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hands of men, carrying away a lot of sabres belonging to a gentleman 
in the Territory, 88 also Ii kegs of powder, percussion caps and 
some cartridges; in consequence of which we were detained. about 
two-thirds of' a day, taken prisoners, and are now presented to you. 

All that we have to say IS, that our mission to this Territory is en
tirely peaceful. We have no organization, save a police organiza
tion for our own regulation and defence on the way. And coming in 
that spirit to this Territory, we claim the rights of American citizens to 
bear arms, and to be exempt from unlawful search or seizure. 

Trusting to your integrity and impartiality, we have confidence to 
believe that our property will be restored to us, and that all that has 
been wrong will be righted. 

We here subscribe ourselves, cordially and truly, your friends and 
fellow citizens. 

S. W. ELDRIDGE, Oonductor. 
SAMUEL C. POMEROY, 
JOHN A. PERRY, 
ROBERT MORROW, 
EDWARD DANIELS, 
RICHARD REALF. 

His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Ka'IUJas Territory. 

Report of Major Siblt/fl. 

IN OAMP, NEAR ToPJDU, KANSAS TERRITORY, 
October 14, 1856. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that agreeably to the written order 
of Lieutenant Colonel Cooke, commanding the troops on the northern 
frontier of this Territory, of which the folldWing is a copy, viz: 

ORDERS No. 14. 

"HEADQUARTERS, OAMP NEAR THE NEBRASKA FRONTIER, 
October 10, 1856. 

"Brevet Major H. H. Sibley will march to-morrow, in command of 
the 2d dragoons, for Lecompton, Kansas Territory, and will conduQt 
there and deliver to the governor of the Territory the prisoners this 
day arrested as invaders of the Territory, together with the arms and 
munitions of war found in their possession and seized. 

"Major S. will await further orders at camp near Lecompton. 
"By order of Lieutenant Colonel Cooke. . 

"J. J. WRIGHT, 
" Lieutenant and ~djul.ant 2d dragoou. 

" His Excellency J. W. GEARY, 
Gove'J"fI.or of Ka'IUJtJ.8 Territory." 

I took charge of the prisoners (223) referred to in order, together 
with the arms, munitions of war, &c., and marched. the morning of 
the 11th. 
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Being accompanied by Depllt1 Marshal Preston, I discovered very 
BOon that the relative positIon of the prisoners, the marshal and 
myself was not diatinctly understood, the former being under the im
preMion that they were not bona fide lrisoners, but merely under 
military surveilance. This impression took the earliest occasion to 
correct by reading to the conductors of the party Lieutenant Colonel 
Cooke's order. 

It was then demanded of me that the government should subsist the 
whole party and forage their animals. I acknowledged the justice of 
their demand; but informed them that, as an equivalent for one 
day's detention in Colonel Cooke's comp, and at their own suggestion, 
he had furnished me with one day's provision for them, which I would 
deliver in camp at night; that I had no more, and not a grain of 
forage; but that I would pay both for provision and forage if either 
could be procured along the route. I gave them to understand dis
tinctly that I would not snffer myself to be embarrassed on my march 
by their assertions of scarcity of provisions. I knew they had abund
ance in their wagons; that they must use them, and make their claims 
upon the government afterwards. My orders were imperative to take 
them before the governor, and they should be obeyed. With this 
general nnderstanding and a better acquaintance with the conductors, 
every disposition to cavil ceased. I imposed no restraint npon them 
whatever along the route. Their sick and foot-sore (many of them 
driven from their own wagons) were permitted to ride in mine. They 
were assisted in crossinft streams, and were permitted to select their 
own camp grounds, within reasonable distance of mine. Upon one 
occa.sion I consented to their continuing their route three miles further 
than the point I had selected. The proposition, however, seemed to 
have beeen voted down, for they took the ground I had indicated, as 
the best, and I paid for forage for their animals for two nights out of 
my own pocket, having no·· public funds at my disposal. 

These trifling circnmstances are merely adverted to in order that 
your excellency may fully understand the position of my command 
with respect to the immigrant P&l'ty, and that you may understand 
that they were never for one moment made to feel the restraint of 
military discipline; but were, on the contrary, relieved from the onerous 
duty and necessity of nightly guards, and assisted rather than retarded 
in their journey. 

My first impression, upon a cursory view of the party, their outfit, 
arms, mnnitions, &c., &c., and the absence of a proper proportion of 
families, there being only seven women to two hundred and forty men, 
(less than half the number allowed to the same number of soldiers,)
the total absence of farming implements, household furniture, &c., 
naturally and necessarily pertaining to bona fide immigrants, that it 
could be regarded in no other light than as an organized armed party, 
entering the Territory for any other than peaceful purposes, and, in 
view of the excitement which prevailed in the Territory at the probable 
moment of its organization, invasion and war was its original intent. 
Learning, however, as they approached the line, the true state of 
affairs, (the happy results of a few weeks of vigorous administration 
of justice,) and that instead. of war, peace, and quiet, and protection 
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reigned throughout the land, their character changed; the arms, pro
vided for rebellion and opposition to the laws, were never unpacked, 
and but for their discovery in the wagons, the party would have en
tered the Territory unmolested. 

Agreeably to your excellency's inst.ructions, I have restored such of 
the arms as have been claimed as individual property. The ba.lance 
I have turned over to the officer in command of the troops stationed 
at this point. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. H. SIBLEY, 

Captain, Brevet MaJor 2d drayooTUJ. 

Report 01 Colonel P. St. G. Cooke. 

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON, 
October 15, 1856. 

The morning after my last communication, on the 8th instant, I 
marched back with the dragoons, and encamped close to the fortified 
house and "fort." I caused the vicinity to be ag'\in searched. Some 
dry goods which I heard were found the day before, and marked 
"Urasshopper Falls," had been removed. They were still working 
on the house within the redoubt. This th~y have commenced to pull 
down. 

Ascertaining, the night of the 9th instant, that a large body had 
come by the north within twelve miles, I concentrated the troops 
early the 10th, and soon after a large force, with twenty wagons, 
approached. 

Their leaders, well mounted, approached me, and announced them
selves I\S "Colonel Eldridge," " General Pomeroy," &c.; said they 
were immigrants, &c. Soon Colonel Preston, deputy marshal, ap
proached; produced the governor's proclamation of September 11, 
and said it was necessary to search the wagons for arms and munitions 
of war. They refusing consent, I immerliately caused it to be done, 
my display of force being such that no resistance was offered. 

It was found that there was, with the horses in the wagons, a com
plete armament for the whole number of men, one-fourth as cavalry, 
the rest as infantry. A good deal of threat and irritating language 
was used on their part, unanswered and unnoticed. 

I gave the deputy marshal my written opinion, that they were a. 
" combined party or body furnished completely with arms and muni
tions of war." 

With some hesitation, I consented to an arrangement being made 
by the marshal, by which escort would be given to them, to conduct 
them to the governor. He found they would not consent, and ar
rested them. I therefore put them under guard, and sent them next 
morning, in charge of Bvt. Major Sibley, commanding a squadron 
of 2d dragoons, to be brought before you. 

ce Col. Eldridge," in his explanations to me, said there was a part of 
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them of from "fifty to seventy-five," coming several days behind, 
with ox-teams; but he did not claim that they were bringing property 
belonging to those in advance; not to me, certainly. This party had 
no stock, furniture, &c., invariably carried by emigrants. 

Nothing new had occurred for two days, when, on the morning of 
the 12th, I left Col. Johnston with 1st cavalry and light artillery 
company, to remain, until further orders, on that frontier. 

I have just arrived, and hasten to give you this information of the 
affairs of the north. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE, 

.Lieut. 001,. 2d Dragoon8, Oommanding Forces in t!U? Field. 
His Excellency JOHN W. GBARY, 

GO'UertW'I' of Kansas Territory. 

To the Secretary of State. 

EXElCUTIVB DEPAkTMENT, 
Lecompton, Kansas Territory, October 15, 1856. 

BIR: Col. Wm. J. Preston, a deputy United States marshal, who 
'had accompanied Col. P. St. Geo. Cooke and his command to the 
northern frontier to look after a large party of professed immigrants, 
who were reported to be about invading the Territory in that quarter, 
in warlike array, and for hostile purposes, returned to Lecompton on 
the 12th instant. 

He informed me that he had caused to be arrested an organized 
band, consist.ing of about two hundred and forty persons, among whom 
were a very few women and children, comprising some seven families. 

This party was regularly formed in military order, and were under 
the command of General Pomeroy, Cols. Eldridge and Perry, and 
others. They had with them twenty wagons, in which were a supply 
of new arms, mostly muskets (with bayonets) and sabres, and a 
lot of saddles, &c., sufficient to equip a battalion, consisting one
fourth of cavalry, and the remainder of infantry. 

Besides these arms, which were evidently intended for military pur~ 
poses, and none other, and which were in the wagons, a search of 
which was strongly objected to, the immigrants were provided with 
shot guns, rifles, pistols, knives, &c., sufficient for the ordinary uses 
of persons travelling in Kansas or any other of the western Territories. 

From the reports of the officers, I learn that they had with them 
neither oxen, household furniture, mechanics' tools, agricultural im
plements, uor any of the necessary appurtenances of peaceful settlers. 

These perSODS entered the Territory on the morning of the 10th 
instant, Bnd met Col. Cooke's command a few milos south of the ter
ritorial line. Here the deputy marshal questioned them as to their 
intentions, the contents of their wagons, and such other matters as he 
considered necessary in the exercise of his official duties. Not satisfied 
with their answers, and being refused the privilege of searching their 
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effects, he felt justified in considering them a party organized and 
armed in opposition to my proclamation of the 11th of September. 
After consultation with Colonel Cooke and other officers of the army, 
who agreed with him in regard to the character of the immigrants, 
he directed the search to be made, which resulted in the discovery of 
the arms already mentioned. 

An escort was then offered them to Lecompton, in order that I might 
examine them in person, and decide as to their intentions, which they 
refused to accept. Their superfluous arms were then taken in charge 
of the troops, and the entire party put under arrest, the families, and 
all others, individually, being permitted to retire from the organization, 
if so disposed. Few, however, availed themselves of this privilege. 
But little delay and less annoyance were occasioned them by these 
proceedings. Everything that circumstances required or permitted 
was done for the comfort and convenience of' the prisoners. Their 
journey was facilitated rather than retarded. They were accompanied 
by a squadron of United States dragoons, in command of Major H. H. 
Sibley. A day's rations were dealt out to them, and they were allowed 
to pursue the route themselves had chosen. 

Being apprised of the time at which they would probably arrive at 
Topeka, I forwarded orders for their detention on the northern side of 
the river, near that place, where, as I promised, I met them on the 
morning of the 14th instant. 

I found them precisely as they had been represented to me in official 
reports; and whilst I felt disposed and anxious to extend to them all 
the leniency I could consistent with propriety, duty, and justice, I 
determined, at the same time, to enforce in their case, as well as that 
of every similar organization, the spirit and intent of my proclamation 
of the 11th ultimo, which commands" all bodies of men, combined, 
armed, and equipped with munitions of war, without the autbority of 
the government, instantly to disband or quit the Territory, as they 
will answer the contrary at their peril." This I had done but a short 
time previous with a smaller body, who entered Kansas as this 
had done, from an entirely different quarter, nnd who, upon learning 
my pnrposes, not only submitted willingly to be searched, but by my 
order, without a murmur, and even with cheerfulness, disbanded and 
dispersed. 

1 addressed these people in their encampment in regard to the 
present condition of the Territory, the suspicious position they occu
pied, and the reprehensible attitude they had assumed.. I reminded 
them that there was no possible necessity or excuse for the existence 
of large armed organizations at present in the Territory. Everything 
was quiet and peaceful. And the very appea.rance of such an unau
thorized and injudicious an array as they presented, while it could do 
no possible good, was calculated, if it was not intended, to spread. 
anew distrust and consternation through the Territory, and rekindle 
the fires of discord and strife that had. swept over the land, ravaging 
and desolating everythin/$ that lay in their destructive path. 

Their apology for theIr evident and undeniable disregard to my 
proclamation, though somewhat plausible, was far from being satis
factory. They had made their arrangements, they said, to emigrate 
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to Kansas at a time when the Territory was not only disturbed ,by 
antagonistio political parties, armed for each other's destruction, 
but when numerous banda of marauders, whose business was plunder 
and 8888.88ination, infested all the highways, rendering travel extremely 
hazardous, even though every possible means for self protection were 
employed. 

This excuse loses all its pertinency when it is understood that 
before the party crossed they territorial line the were apprised, through 
a deputation that had visited me, that the condition of things above 
described had ceased to ,exist, and that such was the true state of 
affairs that any persons could travel the route they proposed taking 
with(.ut molestation or the slightest cause for apprehension. I in
formoo. them, through their messengers, that I heartly welcomed all 
immigrants, from every section of the Union, who came with peace
ful attitude and apparently good intentions; and that to all such I 
would afford ample protection. While, on the other hand, I assured 
them that I would positively enforce my proclamation, and suffer no 
party of men, no matter whence they came, or what their political 
bias, to enter and travel through the Territory with hostile or warlike 
appearance, to the terror of peaceable citizens, and the danger of 
renewing the disgraceful and alarming scenes through which we ha.d 
80 recently passed. It was quite evident that thi.s party did thus enter 
the Territory, in defiance, not only of my proclamation, but my own 
verbal cautions; and I therefore fully approve of the action taken by 
Colonel Cooke, Major Sibley, and Deputy Marshal Preston, as well as 
all the officers of the army who assisted in their detention, search 
and guard. 

After showing the necessity of so doing, I insisted upon the imme
diate disbandonment of this combination, which was agreed to with 
great alacrity. The majority of the men were evidently gratified to 
learn that they had been deceived in relation to Kansas affairs, and 
that peace and quiet, instead of strife and contention, were reigning 
here. My remarks were received with frequent demonstrations of ap
probation, and at their close the organization was broken up, its 
members dispersing in various directions. After they had been dis
missed from custody, and the fact was announced to them by Major 
Sibley, their thankfulness for hia kind treatment towards them during 
the time he held them under arrest was expressed by giving him 
three hearty and enthusiastic cheers. 

In concludin~ this hastily written letter, I must express my sincere 
regret'J that sOCleties exist in some of the States whose object is to fit 
ont such parties as the one herein described, and send them to this 
Territory, to their own injury and the destruction of the general 
welfare of the country. Very many persons are induced to come out 
here under flattering promises, which are never fulfilled; and having 
neihter money to purchase food and clothing, nor trades or occupa
tions at which to earn an honest livelihood, are driven to the necessity of 
becoming either paupers or thieves; and such are the unfortunate men 
who have aided materially in filling up the measure of crimes t.hat 
have 80 seriously affected the prosperity of Kansas. It is high time 
that this faot should be clearly and generally understood. This Ter-
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ritory, at the present season of the year, and especially under exist
ing circumstances, offers no inducements for the immigI;ation of the 
poor tradesman or laborer. The country is overrun with hundred8 
who are unable to obtain employment, who live upon charity, and 
who are exposed to all the evils of privation, destitution and want. 

By the next mail I will forward you the reports of Colonel Cooke, 
Major Sibley and the deputy marshal, in relatIon to the arrest of the 
party to which reference is herein made, together with such other 
matters of interest as may in the meantime transpire. 

With assurances of the highest respect, I am, truly, your obedient 
servant, 

Hon. WILLIAM L. MARCY, 
Secretary of State . 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor 0/ Kamas Territory. 

.tiequieition for a Guard. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Leoompton, K. T., October 15, 1856. 

SIR: You will please furnish a guard of twenty-three men, in· 
eluding the usual officers, to guard the territorial prisoners at Le
compton, to report to-morrow at 8 o'clock a. m., and to continue for 
twenty-four hours. 

Your obedient servant, 

Colonel ANDREWS, 
Oommanding near Lecompton. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of KaMas Territory. 

Oommiseione 18lJ'1,1,ed. 

To G. W. Freeman, as justice of the ]leace for Reynolds township 
Louis Wilson, for Roek township; G. W. Gillespie and S. D. Dy 
for Dyer township; all of Riley county. 

Spartan F. Rhea, as justice of the peace for Kickapoo township, 
Leavenworth county. 

G. F. Gordon, and Robert Reynolds, and Nathan Gilbert, as justices 
of the peace for Douglas township, Davis county. 

R. A. Hammon, as constable for Dou~las township, Davis county; 
and J. C. Woods, for Rock township, RIley county. 
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RBCORDS OF RHODE ISLAND. 

OFFICB OF THE SECRETARY OF SUTE, 
Providence, R. I, &ptem1Jer 27, 1856. 

Sm: In compliance with an act of the general 88sembly of this 
State, I have the honor to transmit to your excellency, by mail, a 
copy of the Colonial Records of Rhode Island, volume 1, for the use 
of the State over which you preside, the receipt of which you will 
pleaee acknowledge. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN R. BARTLETT, 

Secretary of Stale. 
To his Excellency the GoVERNOR OF KANSAS. 

ExECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lewmpton, K. T., October 16, 1866. 

Sm: A copy of the Colonial Records of Rhode Island, volume 1, 
has just been received. 

Truly Y011rs, &c., 

JOHN R. BARTLETT, Esq., 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of KanBaB Territory. 

B~etary of State of Rhode I8land. 

LECOMPTON, KANsAs TERRITORY, 
October 17, 1856. 

The foregoing is a eorrect copy of the executive minutes of Kansas 
Territory, from the 1st to the 16th of October, 1866, inclusive. 

JOHN H. GIHON, 
Secretary to the Governor. 

Dupatch to the Secretary of State. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lewmpton, K. T., Decem1Jer 8, 1866. 

8m: I herewith transmit you a copy of' my executive minutes from 
November 21 to December 6, inclusive. 

They faithfully chronicle matters of publio interest connected with 
my department. 

Since my despatch of 22d ultimo, the United States troops have 
retired to winter quarters, and the territorial militia have been 
mustered out of service, 88 before indicated. 

To be discharged in mid-winter, without means of support, seemed 
Ex. Doc. 17-6 
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so cruel and unjnst, that, at very considerable inconvenience to my
self, I raised the money and paid off the disbanded militia. 

I therefcre request that an order be made by the proper depart
ment authorizing the payment of the amount due to the three militia. 
companies for two and a half months' service. This I think could be 
done from the general army appropriation, and I could be reimbursed . 
at an early day. 

The commission alluded to in my former despatch, as sent to the 
southern portion of the Territory with a squadron of United States 
dragoons, have returned j having succeeded in breaking up, as far as 
I can learn, the only party of robbers infeating the territory, captur
in~ I!everal of them, and succeeding in arresting one man charged 
with participation in the murders committed on the Pottowattomie, in 
May last, upon the Doyles, Wilkinson, and Sherman. 

The result of this commission has fully equalled my anticipations j 
much has been accomplished in a brief time, and the squadron ac
companying it has retired to Fort Leaven worth for winter quarters. A 
full report of their proceedings will be found in the minutes of my office. 

I have to call the attention of the government to a matter which, 
if not corrected, may lead to serious inconvenience. 

In this Territory there are numerous Indian reserves under the 
government of Indian agents, as entirely independent of the execu
tive of this Territory as one State is of another. Questions of ju
risdiction, calculated to produce bad feelings, are constantly arising, 
and collisions between the agents and the citizens of the Territory 
have ensued. This matter should be remedied. 

On the 5th instant, a deputatio~ representing citizeus of Wise 
county, residing near Council Grove, called upon me in behalf of nu
merous citizens in that vicinity, stating that the agent of the Kansas 
Indians had notified them to leave their claims within three days, at 
the peril of being forcibly ousted by United States soldiers. 

The petition (a copy of which, together with my reply, will be 
found in the executive minutes) states the petitioners made settlements 
and valua.ble improvements, commencing in 1854, by virtue of a map 
issued under the authority of the Indian Department, excluding the 
land settled from the Kansas reserve, with the assurance of the Indian 
agent himself that the land was open for settlement, and that they 
have since been living there with their families. 

The statements of the petitioners seemed so equitable and reasonbble, 
and the season of the year so inclement for their removal, that I advised 
the Indian agent to permit the settlers (who claim my protection as citi
zens of Kansas) to remain undisturbed until I could lay the matter 
before the government j having satisfactory assurances from the 
settlers that they would peacefully acquiesce in a decision from that 
quarter. 

I desire to bring this particular case, together with the general 
subject of Indian affairs, as now regulated in this Territory, to the 
special atttention of the government, with the earnest suggcstion that 
some system may be devised to relieve us from our present anomalous 
position. 

The general peace of the Territory remains undisturbed j conti-
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dence is daily becoming more and more universal and permanent, and 
if Congress will give us that fostering care which it should ever be 
ready to render, this Territory will enter npon a career of unparalleled 
prosperity. 

With high consideration, I remain your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Hon. Wn.TJAM L. MARCY, 
Secretary of State. 

Governor 0/ KafUJalJ. 

Iut'l"UCtiooB to maater 01 CO'fwicts in relatinn to the conmcts under his 
charge, and remission 01 a portion 01 their 8entence. 

EXBCUTIVB DEPARTMENT, LECOMPTON, K. T., 
November 22, 1856. 

8m: I have been requested by Sheriff Jones to procure "balls and 
chains," in accordance with 2d section, 22d chapter, Kansas Statutes, 
for the safety of the prisoners recently convicted of manslaughter for 
participation in the Hickory Point fight. 

Reposing special trust and confidence in your integrity, humanity, 
and discretion, in pursuance of the statutes, I have appointed you 
Umaster of convicts," and placed them under your supervision. 

By the organic act I am authorized to grant pardons and reprieves 
"for all offences against the laws of the Territory," and esteeming 
the punishment as described in the said section as "cruel and unusual," 
and especially inappropriate to the prisoners alluded to, I hereby remit 
that portion of theIr sentence requiring the use of "balls and chains," 
and desire you to treat the prisoners with every humanity consistent 
with their safe keeping. 

Your obedient servant, 

M. J. HAMPTON, Esq., 
Mallter of convict8. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governm 01 KanBaB. 

EBCape 0/ priaooer8. 

TEcuMsEH, K. T., November 23, 1856. 
Bm' The unpleasant duty devolves upon me of informing you that 

thirty.:one of the forty-seven prisoners placed in my charge escaped 
last night about 10 o'clock, by making holes through the walls of the 
priBon building, and taking advantage of the extreme darkness of the 
night. 
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I am convinced that they were not assisted by outsiders. 
Thinking these men might made their way to Topeka, I hastened 

with my company to that point. I do not think they went in that 
direction, as I reached there by two o'clock, and found all perfectly 
quiet. I will make a fuller report at some future time. 

I am, governor, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. H. S. P. HIGGINS. 

His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor Ka'IIIJQ.8 Territory. 

Lieut. 6th Infamrg. 

Inquiry of mar8hal relative to e8cape. 

. EXECUTIV!I DBPARTJIEl'fl, 
Lecomptoo, K. T., November 24, 1856. 

SIR: I am informed that a large number of prisoners, con" ded to 
your care, and charged with variollij crimes, have recently escaped 
irom the custody of the guards. 

You will please inform me what are the facts, how many prisoners, 
if any, have escaped, with their names, and what measures, if any, 
have been taken for their recapture. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN. W. GEARY, 

Governor of KanBaB. 
J. B. DONELSON, Esq., 

Mar8hal of Ka'IIIJa8 Territory. 

Oommu8io1llJ t8BUed. 

To Stephen L. Hays, justice of the peace for Scott township. 
To Phineas T. Glover, commissioner. 
To William Blankenbecker, justice of the peace for Johnson town-

shij>. 
To Richard Ballard: justice of the peace for Richland township. 
To James A Kennedy, as county clerk. 
To John Case,justice of the peace for Richland township. 
To J. B. Ford, a justice of the peace for Johnson township. .All 

for Linn county. 

Letter from Oaptain Wallu. 

CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON, 
November 24, 1856. 

The men under my command.. (company A, 2d regiment cavalry, 
KansBs militia,) mustered into service by your order on the 15th day 
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of Septembel', 1856, are willing to be disbanded, if agreeable to your 
wishes, provided they caD be paid from the time of their enlistment 
(the 15th September, 1856) to the day on which they are disbanded. 

I am, very l'espeetfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN WALLIS, 

Oaptaiff, company .A 2d regiment cavalry, KafUJa8 militia. 
His Excellency JOHN W. 'GEARY, 

Governor of KafUJa8. 

Oooerrwr' 8 reply. 

ExECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., NovemlJt:r 24; 1856. 

8m: In reply to your note of to-day, I have to say, that I will 
make arrangements to pay your company immediately upon their 
disbandment, from the timo of their enhstment. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

GO'IJemor of KafUJa8. 
Captain J OlIN WALLIS, 

Oo7npa.rI,y .A 2d regimeftt cavalry, Ka'll8a8 militia 

RequiBitioft, of ma,.,hal for troopB to aid in the euctdion. of certain Writ8. 

• Tl!lCUJlSEH, K. T., November 22, 1856. 
8m: Twenty-three writs of arrest, issued by the clerk of the 2d dis

trict court of th9 United States, now in session at this place, and re
turnable to said court at its present term, commanding me to take the 
bodies of the persons named in said writs, and have them forthwith 
before the court, and whereas, 'from reliable information, (and the 
enclosed affidavit,) I am of the opinion that I cannot, by nrtue of the 
power vested in me 908 United States marshal of Kansas Territory, 
execute said writs of arrest witbout military aid: 

I have, therefore, to request your excellency will furnish me with 
ten United States dragoons, or such number as you may deem desirable, 
to aid me in making the arrests commanded in said writs. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. B. DONALDSON, 

U"ited States manhal of K. T. 
His Excellency JOlIN W. GEARY, 

Governor of the Territory of Kansa8. 
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RqJ,1J of tke GotJe'I'fIUI". 

EXBCUTIVB DEPARTMENT, LBCOIIPTON, K. T., 
Nooember 25, 1856. 

SIB: In reply to your requisition of the 24th, I have to say that 
there is a squadron of dragoons in that portion of the Territory desig
nated. Should necessity require it, they can be used. It is my sincere 
desire, however, that all arrests in future should be made by the mar
shal or hill deputies, without the presence of the military. No United 
States marshal or deputy, so far as I can learn, has ever been injured 
or molested in the proper discharge of his duty j and I sincerely trnst 
you will endeavor to make the arrests in question without the aid of 
soldiers. 

The sooner you commence this practice the better-it will be much 
less objectionable to the people. 

:Yours, &c., 

J. B. DONALDSON, 
U. S. Marshal. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of KamaB Territory. 

LBCOMPTON, Noo. 25, 1856. 
To His Excellency J OBN W. GEARY, 

Gooernor of KamaB and Commaftder-i'Rt-Ohiej: 
SIR: We, the undersigned officers and members of company A, 2d 

regiment infantry, Kansas militia, believing that our se"ices are no 
longer needed j that the policy adopted by your excellency, which has 
been so rigidly carried out, has produced such happy results; we in 
our humble capacity appreciate and admire that peace and quiet which 
has been restored once more by your noble efforts j and fully believing 
that we can serve you no longer to any advantage, we respectfully ask 
to be discharged honorably from the service. 
John Donaldson, captain, B. F. Barbee, 
Jas. M. Pilot, 1st lteutenant, S. C. Barbee, 
Wm. Franklin, 2d do. James Banks, 
W. H. Stansell, 1st sergeant, B. L. Blow, 
Alex. Martin, 2d do. S. Bailey, 
T. J. Watson, 3d do. J. W. Bllckley, 
Chas. M. Fisher, 4th do. T. Belt, 
H. B. Rodgers, 1st corporal, J. A. Coleman, 
Jas. A. Ward, 2d do. W. P. Corbin, 
J. A. Kelley, 3d do. J. H. Crocket, 
J. J. Kitchen, 4th do. Jno. Cotten, 
John Nish, musician, Jamtls Day, 
D. M. Allen, private, Charles Duvall, 
Isaac Arrington, do. M. H. Dosier, 

priva.te, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

musician, 
priva.te, 

do. 
'do. 
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W. T. Drummond, private, John McNalley, private, 
Charles L. English, do. Solomon Odell, do. 
Richard English, do. John O' Neill, do. 
J. B. Freeman, do. Warren Owens, do. 
A. B. Fisher, do. J. M. Porter, do. 
G. W. Gist, do. J. J. Peake, do. 
H. Gorham, do. W. B. Parker, do. 
Thomas S. Hunt, do. Henry Queener, do. 
J. F. Hunt, do. John Rentford, do. 
Samuel Hart, do. W. H. Ryan, do. 
Hiram D. Hill, do. T. C. 8ewell, do. 
Richard Hymen, do. .John Spence. do. 
N. D. Jitt, do. M. V. ~ingleton, do. 
H. W. Jennings, do. 'I'hOA. W. Todd, do. 
A. Justice, do. O. M. Townsend, do. 
L. C. L"ney, do. T. O. Wells, do. 
R. W. Lacey, do. John \Vells, do. 
ThoR. D. Leddy, do. Thomas Maloy, do. 
J. D Lomanite, do. Mark Westmoreland, do. 
ltoUert Malone, do. John S. Winsatt, do. 
S. McShane, do. Michael Kelly, do. 
Thomas F. Montport, do. Richard Winsate, do. 
F. E. Mnssett, do. Jas. Watkins, do. 
Jobn Mnrphy, do. Calvin Young, do. 
Obas. Murphy, do. Benj. Davis, do. 

PETITION PROM CAPTAIN WALLIS' COMPANY. 

CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON, N01Je7llher 25, 1856. 
OUT term of service being about at an end, and the general peace 

llervllding the Territory, indicating that the ohject for which we (the 
Kanl'as mHitia) were called into the service hag been accomplished, 
should it meet your approbation, we are now desirous of quitting the 
tented field and returning to our homes, our families and friends, 
where we hope, under YOl1r wise and efi'ootive administration, to be 
permitted peacp.sbly and safely to attend our varied avocations. 

rhese hopes are inspired by what we have seen of your success in 
quelling the disturbances by which our Territory has been so sadly 
distressed. 

Confiding in your integrity and ability, with the most devout wishes 
that peace may attend your administration, and that the reward of 
patriotism may be yours, we are, most respectfully, 

John Wallis, captain Wm. Sallnders 
G. W. Miller, jr., 1st lieut. J. B. Stockton 
G('o. A. Cole, 2d lieut. Dan Stewart 
Wm. B. Newman W. H. T. Parker 
J. A. )fcCulloch S. W. Brumfield 
John Williams L. M. Frost 
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A. J. Orans 
R. J. Morris 
A. F. Osborn 
John J. Owens 
J. K. Catlett 
R. K. Shuck 
J as. H. Irvine 
Matthew Wakefielcl 
John M. Roberts 
Alfred M. Windsor 
J. G. F. Kendall 
W. G. Carson 
J. W. Ruysdale 
A. E. Hughes 
John Hudgpath 
Huey O'Conner 
Henry Tillery 
Wm. Everett 
Alex'r Everett 
Jno. Burton 
Abr. Pemberton 
J. T. Suttle 
S. B. Stagg 
B. W. Thompson 
Henry Butcher 
A. Gregg 
W. Tattson 
Chas. 'V. Embree 

Gramil Brightwell 
H. H. Wilson 
S. D. Ford 
John Jones 
J. D. B. Evans 
J. J. Grigllby 
W. T. Jacks 
Jesse Harris 
H.Cooper 
Chas. W. Otey 
E. Kryskey 
J. J. Caulfield 
Benj. N. Wallis 
Robert Tate 
Wm.Ellege 
M. B. Lockman 
H. Beckham 
H. Marshal 
S. Jones 
A. H. Haynie 
W. S. D. Berry 
F. M. Gardner 
S. K. Brown 
W. T. Jones 
W. R. Hall 
O. H. Browne 
Wm. Caldwell. 

His Excellency J NO. W GBARY, 
Govemor of KaMaB Territory. 

Petition 0/ KaMas Militia to be MU8tered out of Service-granted. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, Ka'll8as Territory, NOPJember 25, 1856. 

Tho petition from your respective companies, asking to be mustered 
out of the service of the United Statt's, in consequence of the restora
tion to peace and order in this Territory, have been received and con
sidered with that attention which their importance demands. 

I most cheerfully grant your requests, for the reBsons embraced in 
your petitions j and your respective companies will proceed on to
morrow, Wednesday, morning by easy marches to Fort Leavenworth, 
there to be paid and mustered out of service. 

I will avail myself of this occasion to ask you to convey my thanks 
to the officers and members of your respective commands for their 
kind expressions of esteem, which I heartily reciprocate, while I can
not too highly commend your respective commands for their soldier
like bearing and good conduct, and wish you all a happy return to 
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your respective homes and families, trusting tbat there may be never 
again occasion to call you from tbe more congeniall'ursuits of peace; 
and I will always be proud to retain yonr bearty co-operation while 
in tbe faithful discharge of my official duties. 

With great respect, I remain your obedient servant, 
JNO. W. GEARY, 

To tbe OFFICERS CoMMANDING 
Governor of KansalJ. 

Companies A, 2d Rf'giment Infantry, and Company A, 
2d Regiment Oa'lXilry, K. M., 8tationed near Lecomptoo. 

Letter to General Smith. 

EXECUTIVE DEP ARTHENT, 
Lecomptoo, Kansas Territory, November 25, 1856. 

Sm: I have the honor to inform you that the two volunteer com
'Panies, under command of Captain Wallis and Captain Donelson, 
rendering service from the 15th September, 1856, are entitled to their 
pay and emoluments, including that date, although they were not 
mustered into the service of tbe United States for some days afterwards. 
I ask that the proper allowance may be made. 

In dischar~ing the numerous duties which devolved npon me during 
the recent difficulties in Kansas, I found it necessary to appoint H. 
T. Titus, my "special aid.de-camp," with the rank, pay, and 
emoluments of colonel. 

This position he has filled since the 15th September last. I ask, also, 
tbat you confirm this appointment, that he be paid accordingly and 
dnly mustered out of the service. 

The two companies before named will take up their line of march 
from this place to-morrow morning for Fort IJeavenworth, at which 
place it is my desire that they be mustered out, according to your order 
No. 18, designating the 1st day of December for tbat purpose. 

I desire, however, tbat you will so far modify your order as to muster 
them out sooner tban the time fixed, if practicable, so that there need 
be no delay. 

Brevet Major S. Woods, captain 6th infantry, tbe person cbarged 
with the excntion of your order, is bere, and will return to Fort 
Leavenwortb for the purposes indicated. 

I send by bim a warrant of my own private funds, pa.yable to your 
order, for fifteen hundred dolla.rs, to be banded over to the paymaster, 
to be applied to tbe purpose of paying tbe privates and non-commis
Bioned officers. 

The paymaster will keep the rolls, and when the amount is ordered 
to be paid by the department at Washington, he can refund the same 
tome. 
It appears to me that if application be made to the department, 
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payment would be ordered to the volunteers and I wonld imillediately 
be reimbursed. 

Captain Newby is here and will remain two or three days, till & 

proper disposition be made of" the prisoners. 
'With high respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of KaMa8. 

Major General SMITH, 
Oommanding Department oj the West. 

Lefter to Secretary Marcy. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
LecomptOf/, KaMas Territr»y, November 26, 1856. 

SIR: Some questions having arisen here in relation to thtl accuracy 
of the organic act of this Territory, as printed in the Kansa.~ Statutes, 
I have to ask you to send me a certified copy from the records 011 file 
in your department. 

Please forward me a copy of the Statutes at Large, United States, 
for session 1853-'54. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Hon. WM. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of Stale. 

Governor of KaMa8. 

Order Jrom General Smith relative to mustering tl,e KaMas militia 
out oj 8ervice. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMIDI'T OF TOE WEST, 
Fort Leavenworth, November 24, 1856. 

SIR: I P 11 directed by General Smith to reply to your communica
tion, date. yesterday, on the subject of mustering the Klionsati militia 
for disclid,rge. 

Major Woods left this post to-day with instructions to confer with 
you upon that point, and he has been appointed to perform the duty 
of mustering officer. The companies can be mustered out of service 
here, if you prefer it. The rolls will be prepared b.v the paymaster 
at these headquarters, and it will be necessary for you to appoint lion 
agent to pay the men upon those rolls. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Governor JOHN W. G.ARY, 
Lecompton, Kansas Territory. 

GEORGE DEAS, 
.A.BBiBtant .A.dJulant Gel&eral. 

P. S. If you should determine to have the militia mustE'red out at 
this place, it will be necessary to order in also the company at Law
rence. Please send an answer to this by the bearer. 
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Reply of the governor. 
EXECUTIVB DBPARTMENT, 

Lecomptoo, K. T., Nooember 26, 1856. 
8m.: In reply to your despatch of 24th instant, I have to state that 

I have ordered the two Lecompton companies to proceed this day to 
Fort Leavenworth, to be mustered out of service there, and the 
Lawrence company to remain until further orders. 

Every dictate of prudence demands that the company at Lawrence, 
where the members generally reside, should be mustered out at that 
place, thus preventing the possibility of any collision. I ask this as a 
personal favor, that you make an order to that effect. 

I ask also, through you, that Major Andrews (paymaster) will, ex
ojJicio, do me the favor to make the payments designated in my letter 
of yesterday. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 
JOHNW. GEARY, 

OOVerMl' 0/ Ka'll.8a8. 

General PBBBIJ'OR F. SMITH, 
OommtMUli"1l Departmem of the Wut. 

Letter from ColijM"ll.ia. 

SlATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
OJlice of Secretary of State, October 15, 1856. 

Sm: In compliance with the law of this State, I have the honor to 
transmit to your excellency, for the use of the State over which yoo 
preside, three copies of the laws of 1856, three copies of the A88embly 
Journal, three copies of the Appendix to Assemhly Journal, the receipt 
of which you will please cause to be acknowledged. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
DAVID F. DOUGLASS, 

Secretary of State. 
By W. D. BAGLY, Deputy. 

His Excellency the GoVERNOR OF KANSAS TBRRITORY. 

Reply. 
ExBCUTIVB DBP.A1I.TMBNT, 

Lecomptoo, K. T., Nooember 26, 1856. 
8m: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of three copies of 

the laws of 1856, three copies of the Assembly Journal, and three 
copies of the Appendix ~ Asse~bly Journal, from the State of 
CalifornIa, for the use of thls Terrltory. 

Yonr obedient servant, 

DAVID F. DOUGL~, Esq.J. 
&creta1'1/ 0/ State f(Yl' uali.ftYmia. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
GOVerR(YI' of Kafl8aB Territ(Yl'1J. 
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Petition fiwn Oaptain Walker'8 company, deBiring to be mU8iered out 
0/ the United State8 8ennce. 

LAWRENCE, KANSAS TERRITORY, 
N()'/)ember 19, 1856. 

SIR: The undersigned, members of a company of Kansas militia, 
mustered into thp service of the United States at Lawrence, Kansas 
Territory, in obedience to your call, respectfully submit, that when 
our services were required the Territory was distracted with internal 
feuds, and threatened with invasion by those from abroad who had 
no residence in the country then, since, or prospectively. 

We were ready to give assistance in staying the hand of violence 
which had laid this country waste, to some extent depopulated it, 
and mnde life insecure. 

We trusted you were sincere in your profe88ion to act justly to
wards the settlers, and we cheerfully left our ordinary occupations 
to aid, so far as we could, in restoring peace and quiet to this un
fortunate Territory. . 

We have watched your course, since your arrival amongst us 88 
our executive, with much anxiety; and, although we have wished to 
see you do what you have not done, still we are sensible, and bear it 
in grateful remembrance, that, by your activity and energy, you 
have done much towards the restoration of that feeling of protection 
that all who live under organized governments have a right to expect. 

We thank you for it, and expect confidently that you may not 
forget that we are part and parcel of this great republic, although 
we may differ from our neighboring State on some political subjects. 

We now feel that you have the power and will to protect the citi
zens of the country, and that, therefore, our services are not required. 
If you should think such was the case, we would request that we be 
permitted to return to our several occupations, with the assurance 
that, should you require our assistance in the future, you may be aure 
that right and justice to all will always be the object of our best 
efforts, and if you should call for them, they will be given to you 
with unreserved zeal and :fidelity . 
. Respectfully, 

S. Walker, captain. 
A. W. Spicer 
A. V. Thompson 
S. S. Soule 
S. K. Forsyth 
A. H. Hanscom 
James L. Smith 
Solomon Kaufman 
W. G. Hill 
L. N. Fieldes 
J. T. Musser 
David Eavens 
Lemuel Eavens 
B. D. Benedict 

J. M. Smith 
F. W. Hovey 
B. Smith 
Thomas Nichols 
Thomas Archibald 
Lewis J. Ebrohart 
J. Hickman 
D. H. Thompson 
Joseph Clarke 
James Toft 
C. J. Farley 
D. D. Smith 
Christian Fingerle. 

To his Excellency JOlIN W. GEARY, 
Governm 0/ Kamal Tert"ikYry. 
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EXBCUTIVB DBPARTMENT, 
KM&8a8 Ttn"I'itot'1l, November 27, 1856. 

77 

SIR: The petition of yourself and command, desiring to be mns
tered out of service because the purposes of your enlistment have been 
accomplished in the restoration of peace and order to this Territory, 
haa just been received. I take plea.aure in granting the petition for 
the reasens therein mentioned, and will have an officer detailed to 
muster you out of service one day this week. 

You will plea.ae convey to your command my thanks for their kind 
expre88ions of regard, and assure them that I highly appreciate the 
service they have rendered, by their example and soldier-like conduct, 
to the cause of leace and order, and should I a~ain have occaaion for 
their services, will unhesitatingly accept their generous offer, and 
rely. upon their hearty and energetic co-operation. 

Wishing you all a happy return to your homes and families, and to 
the more agreeable and congenial pursuits of peace, I remain, with 
great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 

Captain S .. WALKER, 
Oommanding Oompany KansatJ M~1itia, 

GOtJernor of KanBaB. 

mustered into United States 8ervice at Lawrence. 

A t the time these troops were mustered into service, the governor 
administered the following oath: 

You, and each of you, do solemnly swear by AlmiiShty God, the 
searcher of all hearts, that you will support the Constitution of the 
Unit.!d States, faithfully obey all the orders of your superior officers, 
and discharge all your duties aa soldiers with fidelity. 

Le:ter from Gd&. P. F. Smith. 

HBADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT oJ!' TIIB WFHr, 
Fort Leavenworth, NOtJe:mher 27, 1856. 

GoVERNOR: I received your communication by Brevet Major Woods 
\o-day enclosing a treasury draft for $1,500, to be applied to the pay
ment ~f the volunteers. Col. Andrews is now payin,g off the compa
nietl of the 6th infantry, and then will haTe to go to Fort Reily to pay 
the 2d dragoons. 

I cannot order him to pay except with funds furnished from the 
pay department. He will have the rolls made correctly, so that the 
payment may be made in form. 

There is DO law for mustering Col. Titus, and I must conform my
&elf strictly to law; indeed, my order would be of no avail or force. 
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I will, in every respect in my power, conform to your wishes, anp 
will have the two companies mustered out here, and one at Lawrence ; 
but there is now very little time left to make any change. The land 
sales go on very q llietly, but I am afraid some of your discharged 
militia may interfere and get into trouble. 

With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
PERSIFOR F. SMITH, 

Brevet Molor General, Oommanding Department. 
His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY, 

Governor oj KafIJJaIJ. 

P. S. Major Deas, assistant adjutant general, will communicate 
to you all orders in relation to the volunteers. 

Your obedient servant, 
PERSIFOR F. SMITH, 

Brevet Major General, OOmf1UM&ding. 

Letter and order8 from MaJor Deatl. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OJ!' THE WFSr, 
Fort Leavenworth, November 27, 1856. 

SIR: I am directed by General Smith to acknowledge the receipt 
of your two communications dated the 25th and 26th instant, the 
former enclosing a treasury draft for $1,500. 

By the special order, herewith enclosed, you will perceive that the 
manner of discharging the three companies of territorial militia has 
been modified so as to meet with your request upon the subject; but, 
in regard to the payment of these men, no instructions can be given, 
for they are not entitled to pay until an appropriation for that pur
pose is made by Congress. 

The paymaster, however, will rectify the rolls, and the fifteen hun
dred dollars in specie can be procured here on the draft which yon 
have forwarded; but it will be necessary for you to make arrange
ments with some individual to disburse this money to the men to be 
discharged. 

i'he military position of Mr. H. T. Titus is not recognized by law 
uuder the circumstances to which you refer, consequently he cannot 
be regarded as having been in the service of the United States, and 
he is not entitled to payor emoluments as an officer. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE DEAS, 

Governor JOHN W. GEARY, 
Lecw&pton, KanBaIJ Territory. 

.A88istant .A.ddutant General. 
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Special orders No. 171. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST, 
Fort Le(J.venworth, November 27, 1856. 

The two companies Ot territorial militia commanded by Captains 
waUia and Dorwldson will be mustered for discharge at Fort Leaven
worth on the last day of this month by Brevet Major F. Woods, Ca.p
tain 6th infantry. 

The third company, under Captain Walker, will, in like manner, 
be mustered for discharge at the town of Lawrence on the same day 
by Brevet Major E. Johnson, captain 6th infantry. 

The special order No. 18 is thus modified to the wishes of the gov
ernor of the Territory. 

By order of Brevet Major General Smith. 
GEORGE DEAS, 

Governor JOHN W. GURY. 
.A.88istant .A.djulallt General. 

Reply to General Smith. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, Kansas Territory, November 28, 1856. 

DuB. SIR: Your communication of yesterday's date, and special 
order No. 171, have heen duly received. I thank you for your very 
prompt compliance with my wishes. 

After the pay rolls are duly made out, please order them to be 
placed in the hands of Secretary Woodson, who has volunteered to go 
over and make the payment for me. Should anything require expla
nation, I will thank Major Deas to give Mr. Woodson any necessary 
instructions with regard to the signatures of the men, &c. 

Captain Newby'S company is here; I would be pleased to retain it 
for service in place of the two companies of' cavalry which I asked of 
you some time ago. 

The company consists of 1 commanding officer, 3 sergeants, 3 cor
porals, 2 buglers, 1 farrier, and 22 privates, and is quite adequate to 
any purposes I have on hand at present. Captain Newby authorizes 
me to say to you that he is quite satisfied to remain here, and that 
he has good and sufficient accommodations for himself and men. I 
trust thia will be sanctioned by you. 

I have just succeeded in breaking up and arresting a banditti who 
have infested the southern p'ortion of the Territory. Everything 
BOuth is now in the best posslble condition. 

Do me the favor to furnish me as soon as you can with an ambu
lance, if you can possibly spare me one. 

With the highest regard, your obedient servant, 
JOHNW. GEARY, 

Major General PElISIFOR F. SMITH, 
Oommanding Departmem of the West. 

Governor of KanBa8. 

Digitized by Coogle 



80 CORRESPONDENCE OF JOBlf W. GEARY. 

Upon receiving a lengthy communication from United States Com
missioner Hoogland, from Tecumseh, by the hands of a special mes
senger, the governor immediately dispatched the foUowing reply: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., NO'Vember 29~ 1856. 

DEAR SIR: Your despatch of YE'sterday in relation to t.he supposed 
unlawful and forcible extradition of a man named Holmes from this 
Territory, by a band of Missourian!!, under the cloak of United States 
authority, and in the uniform of United States soldiers, and of the 
apprehended da"ger in consequence of 110 flagrant an act to the peace 
of t.he Territory, and of the danger of impairing the efficiency of the 
military, &c. &c., has just been received. 

In reply, I have to state that the supposed soldiers were real soldier8 
sent by me on the due requisition of peaceable citizens of Missouri, 
accompanied by Deputy Marshal Preston, to arrest certain horse 
thieves (Holmes amo!'; the number) who had lately been plundering 
the citizel'ls of l\1is80ul'i j that they did arrest Holmes, and afterwards 
permitted him to e!!cape, very much to my regret j that thus far" the 
efficiency of the military is impaired" and no further, and that the 
peace of the Territory still remains on a solid basis, as I ha.ve the most 
gratifying reports from all quarters. 

And I desire all good citizens so to consider it, until I, as the centre 
of communications by almost hourly information of the most reliable 
character, s/taU make the announcement in an efficient form that the 
country is in danger. 

Present my compliments to the marshal for his tendered assistance, 
and assure him that I will avail myself of his offer the moment his 
services are required. 
, With high respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHNW. GEARY, 
(}ooernor of KaflBaB. 

EDw J.RD HOOGLAND, Esq. 

Report of the commiB8ion despatched to the BOUthern part of the Territory. 

LECOMPTON, NO'Ve'fTIber 29, 1856. 
The undersigned respectfully report that ?ursuant to your directions 

they left Lecompton November 15th, and jOlned Captain De Saussure's 
command of let cavalry at Paoli on Sunday evening, November 17th. 
The 18th was spent in making inquiries and obtaining information 
concerning the past and the present condition of affairs in that vicinity. 
November 19th we passed through Ossawatomie with the squadron 
and encamped near the residence of Judge Davis, in Linn county, 
about 20 miles south of Ossawatomie, the same evening. Novem
ber 20th, a large number of depositions were taken concerning outrages 
and felonies that had been committed in that vicinity during the past 
summer and fall, and warrants were issued for the arrest of a number 
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of lleTSOus 80 charged. November 21st, William Partridge was ar
tested. November 22d, James Townley, CarmiB. Vaughan, William 
Kilburn, Samuel W. Kilburn, Hugh Kilburn, and Henry Kilburn 
'Were arrested. During the night Hugh Kilburn made his escape. 
November 23d, sundry prisoners brought into main camp. November 
24th, James Townley examined and committed on a charge of murder, 
participating in the massacre of Wilkinson, Sherman,and three Doylesz 
on Pottowatomie creek, in May lust. William Partridge examined 
and committed for felony. Carmi B. Vaughan examined and dis
charged, and the three Kilburns examined and committed for felony. 

Dnring a search of threE'! days a considerable amount of stolen 
property was recovered, identified, proven, and restored to the owners, 
consisting of horses, cattle, clothing, bedding, fire-arms, and a wagon. 

The unqersigned had but fairly commenced the business with which 
they were charged in that section of the Territory, when Captain De 
Saussure informed us that he had been ordered into winter quarters 
at Fort Leavenworth with his command, and that no further assist ... 
ance could be rendered by him. Without a military escort no arrests 
could be made with certainty and safety, and further operations were 
thE-ref ore suspended. 

On Tuesday, November the 25th, the five prisoners committed were 
placed under escort, and taken to Tecumseh and committed to -prison, 
to await the action of the grand jury for the second judicial district, 
then in session. Although but little was accomplished in comparison 
with the number of complaints made, and the amount of business 
brQught to our notioo in the vicinity of Pottowatlllnie and ~ugar creeks, 
we are confident that the moral effect of the expedition will be 
beneficial. 

Good citizens of both pal'tiesafforded us much assistance, and many 
vicious and suspicious persons were taught a lesson that will have· a 
tendency to restore public confidence in that section and secure unity 
of action hereafter for the public peace and welfare. 

The citizens in the southeastern portion of the Territory desire, and 
we believe it would be desirable to have, a few United States troops 
stationed in that vicinity. Their presence would aid in restoring 
coDndence. 

In conclusion, we beg permission to thank Captains De Saussure 
aDd Walker, 1st cavalry, for their courtesy and promptness; to the 
family of Judge Davis and other citizens for assistance, and especially 
to Isaiah H. Jackson for his services as guide. 

Respectfully, your servants, 
EDWARD HOOGLAND, 

United States Oommi8sioner of Ka'fUJatl Territory. 
JOHN A. W. JONES, 

Deputy United Statu Mar8kal. 
His Excellency Hon. JOBN W. GURY, 

GOVernQl' of Kan8atl Territory. 

Ex. Doc. 17-6 
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DBCBMBBR 2. 
Proceeding. of the citiZen8 of Tecumseh and the grand jury, directed 

to be fumialled to the governor. 
At a meeting of the citizens of Tecumseh and vicinity, held at 

Tecumseh on Wednesday evening, November 26, 1856, Caleb B. 
Clements was called to the chair, and A. W. Pardee appointed secretary. 

The chairman stated the object of the meeting to be for the appoint
ment of delegates to attend the convention, to be held at Leavenworth 
city, to consult upon, and propolle a policy upon which the citizens of 
Kansas, without distinction of party, may unite for the preservation 
of peace and a general reconciliation, based upon acquiescence in exist
ing legislation, and impartial administration of justice, and opposi
tion to external intervention in the affairs of the Territory. 

Colonel Johnson, of Leavenworth, Mr. Bennett, of the'Lecompton 
Union. Mr. Lamb, of Atchison, and Mr. Hoogland, of Tecumseh, being 
severally called upon, addressed the meeting in favor qfthe8tated object8 
of the convention, and urged the appointment of delegates. 

Mr. Hoogland offered the following resolutions, which were unani
mously adopted: 

Resolved, That we cordially approve any and all measures that may 
bave a tendency to restore peace and harmony among the citizens of 
](aosas. . 

That, in view of the past, and impressed with the importance of 
tbe present, we earnt'stly implore our feBow-citizens, without distinc
tion of party, to aid in the preservation of peace and order by adopting 
a policy of conciliation. 

l:esolvcd, That, whatever differences of opiuion may prevail touching 
the circumstances that resulted in the adoption of existing laws, we 
deem it the duty of every man to support and sURtain those laws, in 
preference to having no laws at all, and oontinuing the anarchy that 
bas so long prevailed. 

Resolved, That we believe the existing territorial laws contain pro
visio11s that should be repealed, and we have confidence that the legis. 
lature at the next session will, with a spirit of justice and moderation, 
correct oppressive legislation. 

Resolved, '1'hat we have confidence in the patriotic desire and ability 
of Governor Geary to faithfully administer the laws, and protect and 
enforce the rights of all the citizens of ](au888, and we cordially 
approve the policy that he has adopted, and which, thus far, has been 
attended with the happiest results towards the restoration of law and 
order, equality and justice. The meeting then appointed as delegates 
to the Leavenworth convention B. Castleman, A. W. Pardt>e, Judge 
Gager, 'V. A. M. Vaughan, John Dolman, Henry Carmichael, L. 
McArthur, E. Hoogland, George Osburn, Bennett A. Murphy, H. 
W. Martin, Judge Elmore:. 

Ordered, That the secretary furnish copies of the proceedings of 
this meeting to the Leavenworth, Lawrence, and Lecompton news
papers, with a request to publish the same. 

Adjourned. 

A. W. PARDO, Seuretary. 
C. B. CLEMENTS, Ohairman 
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UBl'fJID STATl!8 DISTRICl CoURT, l 
Be!»rul Judicio), 1Ji8trict. 5 

TECUMSEH, K. Po, Nooember 29, 1856. 
Buol'Ved, That we, the undersigned, grand jury for the second 

judicial district, do heartily approve the foregoing resolutions, and 
recommend them to the citizens of Kansas Territory. 

J. F. For, foreman, Paris, Linn county, Kansas Territory. 
J. M. Bernard, St. Barnard, Franklin county. 
Samuel D. Boone, Paoli, Lykens county. 
James M. Heren, Tecumseh. 
C. B. Wingfield, Pawnee, Bourbon county. 
Jesse Davis, Linn county. 
H. P. McDaniel, Linn county. 
Samuel F. Graham, Tecumseh. 
Ransom E. Elliott, Linn county. 
Phineas Glover, Linn county. 
B. F. Hill, Fort Scott, Bourbon county. 
J. H. Arbuckle, Lykens county. 
F. E. Means, Linn county. 
Wm. M. Sutton, Linn county. 
F. M. Cook, Fort Scott. 
Henry W. Morton, clerk, Tecumseh, Shawnee county. 

The proceedings of the grand jury upon the a1;>ove resolutions were 
ordered to be published, and presented to the governor. 

Letter from tke Trea8Ury Department. 
TRlUSURY DEPAltTmlNT, 

C<»nptroller'8 OjJice, Nooemoej' 4, 1856. 
SIR: Referring to my letter to you of the 31st October, in which I 

W''Ve, in brief, a statement of the appropriations for puhlic buildings in 
Kansas, showing the amount of said appropriations remaining in the 
treasury subject to draft, I remarked &8 follows: "The balance of the 
appropriation will be made, I suppose, on your requisit,ion upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury." Owing to the pressure of business, I 
omitted to advise you that a bond would be required before the 
amount ",ked for 10 your requisition would be sent you from the 
Veasury, in conformity to law. 

I now enclose you a blank form of a bond, which you will please 
execute and return to this office, that no delay may occur in duly 
honoring such requisitions as you may draw upon the treasury on 
the balance of' the appropriation for public buildings in Kansas DOW 

remaining subject to draft. 
Respectfully, yours, 

ELISHA WHITTLESEY, 
ComptroUer • 

His Exce])eucy JOHN W. GEARY, 
GQVe'I'1I.QT of Kansa8 TerrilorlJ. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



84 CORRESPONDBNCE OF JOHN W. GEARY. 

In accordance with the fluggestions contained in the preceding 
letter, the governor executed the requisite bond, with approved sure
ties, and sent the same to the proper department. 

He also drew for the SUln of ten thousand dollars, that being the 
sum remaining in the treasury as applicable to the construction of 
the capitol buildings. 

Letter fro"~ Oaptain Newby. 
CAMP BAST smE KANSAS RIVER, 

December 4, 1856. 
GOVEJtNOR: I have the honor to report that I am encamped this 

side of the river, and I find it very difficult to find forage for my 
animals. My men are constantly employed in cutting wood to keep 
up fires; my horses and mules are suffering for want of stables. I aJJl 
afraid, if I continue here without sheds and stables for my animals, that 
the weather may change so 88 to cause the 1088 of a part or all of 
them; I would therefore suggest that the convicts be sent over to assist 
in the construction of sheds, &c., 6S my men are constantly employed 
on other duty. I have to send eight or ten miles for forage every day. 

If you have received no notice from the fort, I should be glad to 
hear, as I think a sufficient time has elapsed since your last despatch; 
and if I am retained, I should be glad to have your official order io 
writing. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. W. NEWBY, 

Oaptain 1st Oavalry. 

Reply. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
LewmptO'l&, K. T., Decem.b(')T' 4, 1856. 

Sm: I have up to this time received no communication from General 
Smith in reply to my last despatch. 

You had better proceed without delay to make the necessary sheds, 
&c., for the protection of your men and horses. 

I will send the convicts according to your request. 
Your obedient servant, 

Captain NEWBY, 
First OatJalry. 

JOHN W. GE -\RY, 
Governor 0/ Kan8a8. 

DECEMBER 5. 
Petition !rOO/, citizens of Wise county. 

To his e:xcellency ,John W. Geary, governor of KansQ8 Territory: 
We, the undersigned petitioners, acting in behalf of numerous citi

zens of Wise county, in said Territory, respectfully rApreseot, that they, 
in company with about twenty families, emigrated to the laid Territory 
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about the year 1854; that they made settlement on what they snpposed 
to be government land open for settlers, which supposition they based 
on a map issued in the year 1854, and certified by the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs to be correct as regards the Indian reservations ; that 
on credit of said map they proceeded to build houses, cultivate the 
land, make fences, and make various improvements; that at the time 
of IBid settlements and improvements, the lands reserved for the benefit 
of the Kansas Indians was situate fifteen miles further west, and ten 
miles further south, than at the present time; that subsequent to their 
settlement, and after the com'pletion of valuable improvements, a 
change was made in the positlOn of the said reserve, which threw 
their claims within the boundary of the said reserve; tltat the agent 
of the said Kausas Indians had informed your petitioners that ~he 
lands upon which they had located was open for st:ttlement, and not 
within the boundary of said reservation; that during the month of 
November, 1856, the following notice was served on your petitioners, 
to wit: 

" Ka'1l8(JJJ agency. 

"NOVEMBBR 28, 1856. 
" 8m: All authority or permission that you have had heretofore 

to remain in the KaMaB agency is hereby revoked, and you are hereby 
required to retire from the Indian agency country within three days 
from the date hereof; and you are also notified to remove your goods, 
implements, and furniture from Council Grove without the least 
possible delay. 

"Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"JOHN MONTGOMERY, 

"C. COLUMBIA, Esq." 
" Indian agent. 

That your petitioners, to be compelled to remove all their goods and 
ohattels at this inclement se&llon of' the year, would suffer great loss, 
and be exposed to unnecessary inconvenience. 

Your petitioners would, therefore, pray your excellency to intercede 
in their behalf, and stay proceedings of said Indian agent, until the 
circumstances of the case may be inquired into, and determined in a 
jut and lawful manner; and your petitioners will ever pray. 

Reply. 

C. COLUMBIA. 
GEORGE M. REIS. 

EXBCUTIVB DEPARTMENT, 
Leccwnpton, K. T., Decem1Jer 5, 1856. 

DBAR 8m: The foregoing is the copy of a petition this day presented 
to me. The prayer, of the 'petitioners is so eminently reasonable, that 
fOU can have no difficulty In granting it. 
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I will send the petition to Washington, with a strong recommend .. 
tion to leave the settlers in the undisturbed poBllel8ion of their claima, 
and make other provisions for the Indians. To eject them during the 
inclemency of the winter would be harsh and inhumane, and before 
spring the matter can be duly determined by the government at 
Washington, whose decisioJl will be promptly acquiesced in by ~ 
aettIerl. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

lkvernm of Kanaat. 
JOB MONTGOKDY, Esq., 

.Agent 1M' the Kt1.ftI(JB lndiau. 

DBCBMBBR 8, 1868. 
I hereby certify that the within and foregoing is a true copy of the 

executive minutes ofKansaa Territory, from November 22 to Decem
ber 6, inclusive. 

RICHARD MoALLISTER, 
Deputy 8ecretary to the GO't1tJf"MW'. 

EXECUTIV. 1llNUTZ8 OF KUBAS TURITORY DECEMBER B, 1_ 

Election proclamatiota. 
ExBc1rrIvB DEPARTJOnft, 

Lecompton, K: T., December 8., 1856. 
BIR: Your are hereby directed to hold an election, according to law, 

on the fourth Monday in December, 1856, for a member of the terri
torial house of representatives, and for one member to represent jointly 
the counties of Andenon and Franklin, there having been no election 
in said county at the general election on the first Monday in October, 
1856. 

Due notice should be given by posting written notices at all public 
placea in the county, naming the times and places of election. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
(}ovemqr oj KafUKJl. 

DBCEMBBR 10. 
CommWiotu iBn«l. 

To Jerome Franklin and Willis Frakes, as justices of the peace of 
Jefferson county. 

Martin T. Bailey, as county commissioner of Atchison county. 
E. H. King, as constable of Doniphau county. 
Edward Beauchamp, as justice of the peace for Doniphan county. 
George E. Brown and John A. W. Jones, as notaries public for 

Lecompton, Douglas county. 
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Letter from tM O~ptroller 0/ tM 7TetuUry. 
TBBASUBY DBPABDlIR'f, 

Oomptroller' 8 Office, NOtJember 2'1, 1856. 
Sm: Your favor of the 13th was received yesterday with the fol

lowing papers: 
1. Your bond in the penal sum of ten thousand dollars conditioned 

for the faithful expenditure of five thousand dollars appropriated for 
a library for Kansas Territory, to be expended by the goveruor thereof. 

2. A ~uisition drawn on the Secretary of the Treasury for aid 
appropriatIon of five thousand dollars to be paid to John H. Gihon. 

3. A power of attorney, executed by you on; the 13th of this month, 
authorizing John H. Gihon to receive said money and to purchase ihe 
library for the Territory. 

The bond has been approved i and if the Secretary of the Treasury 
.hould return from the President's in season, the warrant will be 
passed, and a draft sent to John H. Gihon, at Philadelphia, to-day. 

I have a letter from Mr. Gihon this morning wishing the remittance. 
I sent, by telegraph, that I expected to make it to day. 

Most sincerely your8, 
ELISHA WHITTLESEY. 

His Excellency J OBlf W. GRABY, 
Lecompton, Ka'lUlQJJ Territory. 

Hr. Bittinger, a special messen~r from the President and Depart. 
ment of the Interior, arrived from Washington, bearing despatches to 
the governor, containing two documents for William Spencer, esq.
one to ct either of the justices of the supreme court of Kansas Terri
tory," and one to Israel B. Doualdsou, esq. i also a despatch to Gen'l 
G. W. Clarke, for which the governor receipted and delivered to him 
personally within an hour after its receipt. 

The governor was also favored with a visit from Mr. Hyatt, of New 
York city, pre8ident of the national Kan8as committee, who came to 
make certaJD inquiries as to the governor's policy and official ar.ts. 
The executive minutes of any acts to which Mr. Hyatt referred were 
Ipread. before him, affording a satisfactory explanation of all subjecta 
of inquiry. The governor also informed him that he would make no 
change in his policy. Mr. Hyatt left with expressions of entire lati .. 
faction respecting the position occupied by the governor. 

DBOJDIBBB 12. 
Having received petitions and letters from the mayor and leading 

citizens of Leavenworth city, urgently entreating his presence there, 
in anticipation of disturbances occurring at the sale of that city, the 
governor departed for that place, stopping, during the night, at But;. 
ler's, a distance of twenty miles from Lecompton. 
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DIlXlBMBBR. 13. 

The governor proceeded from Butler's to Leavenworth city, where 
he met Dr. Eddy, the commissioner for the sale of the Delaware trust 
lands, General Brindle, the receiver, and other gentlemen, to whom 
he advocated the immediate sale of the city lots, at their appraised 
value, to the town c.()mpany, for the use of the equitable owners. 

DECEMBER 15. 
Sale of Leavenworth city. 

Another meeting of the gentlemen officially connected with the land 
sales was held at Leavenworth, when, after a mutual interchange of 
opinion, it was deemed advisable that Dr. Eddy and Col. W. H. 
Russell should proceed to Washington to lay the whole subject before 
the government, and obtain such instructions governing the sales as 
'Would be satisfactory to the interests of the citiaens. 

The governor addressed the following letters to the Commissioner 
and the President, as expressive of his views: 

LBAVENWORTH CITY, K. T., 
December 15, 1856. 

SIR: In consequence of the impossibility of effecting the sale of the 
city of I .. eavenworth, under the recent instructions from the Commie
sioner of Indian Affairs, without jeoparding the interests of the citi
zens and the peace of the Territory, the furtber pleasure of the govern
ment should be ascertained without delay. 

NORMAN EDDY, Esq. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Govemor of Kaff8tJ8. 

LBAVENWORTH CITY, K. T., 
December 15, 1856. 

DBAR SIR: In response to the letter of the mayor, and accompany
ing petition of leading citizens of Leavenworth city, I came here for 
the purpose of aiding, with my counsel and presence, in averting the 
threatened disturbance. 

I :find the public mind here greatly excited, in consequence of some 
recent instructions from the Commissioner of Indian Affa.irs, entirely 
changing the policy which has thus far governed the land sales, with 
the results so entirely sat.isfactory to all interests. 

Solicitude for the peace of the 'rerritory brought me here on the 17th 
of November, at the beginning of the sales. Many purchasers were 
here from every part of the country, (invited by your proclamation,) 
and great apprehp,nsion of difficulty between them and the squatters 
was feared. The lands had been previously appraised at from $1 25 
to $12 per acre. In accordance with his instructions, the commissioner 
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announced that the actual bema fide settlers would be permitted to 
take his land at its appf8ised value, and that only vacant quarter 
sections would be open for competition. 

Thie arrangement met with universal favor. The speculators 
themselves, (the only parties really aggrieved,) having come here hun
dreds of miles, at heavy expenlle, on the invitation of the government, 
not only acquiesced in the decillion, but actually lauded its justice; 
whililt tbe Indians, on the otber hand, were satisfied witb the price 
they were getting for lands only made valuable by the industry, skill 
and capital of the pioneers, who had braved everytbing to improve 
them. 

Such of the speculators as desired farms made satisfactory arrange
ments witb the settlers, while otherB, on the faith of tile poli~ 68tablidh
ed by the gO'Ventment, and acqui68ced in by the Indian agent, made 
large inveBtmentB in the lotB of the city. 

In pursuance of the policy and understanding adopted at the open
ing of the sales, all the Delaware lands advertised for sale, including 
the environs of this city, (al80 south Leavenworth,) with the exception 
of the city itBelf, have been sold. The large sum of nearly $440,000 
has beeu realized, which, togetber with the proceeds of sales of' tbis 
city, will mako over *450,000 to be disbursed among about 900 In
dians, who have yet a magnificent reserve, more than quadrupled in 
value by the sale and settlement of the trust lands. 

The city of Leavenworth has been appraised by lots, making its 
average thirty dollars per acre. The people here are desirous that it 
may be 801d to the original town company, by the lot, at the appraised 
value, which would be a much more stringent rule than that which 
has been applied to the rural claims. 

This city, containing a population of over 2,000, consists of 320 
acres, or two claims, which, by the original settlers, was tbrown into 
a town company and divided into shares. 

It seems clear to me that every principle of justice requires that the 
same rule should be applied to the claims upon which this city has 
been founded, as that which has been applied to other portions of the 
trost lands, with the additional reason 10 favor of this city, that on 
the faith of the policy previously announced by tbe government, large 
investments have been made here, and it would be a violation of public 
faith not to secure them. 

What has induced the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to send the 
Dew and special instructions for this city alone, I am at a loss to con
ceive; but I am c1ear on the point that, if carried into effect, they will 
destroy the peace of the community, and for years impair the pros
perity of thIS growing metropolis of Kallsas. 

A meeting of the gentlemen officially connected with the subject 
bas been held. I strongly advised that tbis city should be sold to the 
town company, by lots or blocks, at their appraised value, in accord
ance with the rule that has governed the previous sales, thus giving 
entire satisfaction to the Indians, the original settlers, and the recent 
purchasers, in order that the exciting question might at once be settled, 
and the minds of the people relieved from a heavy load of anxiety; 
bat in this matter I have been overruled, and it was deemed advisable 
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to lend Mr Commi88ioner Eddy and Colonel Russell to Washington, 
to lay the whole matter before the lovernI»ent, in order to procure 
more satisfactory instructions. 

This subject is difficult to comprehend by any person not on the spot, 
and not conversant with it in all its bearings. I have given much 
thought and examination to the question, and have come to the deliberate 
conclusion that the peace of the Territory, (which I regard &8 of much 
greater importance to the country than the entire value of the lands,) 
cannot easily be maintained, unless some policy be adopted which will 
be satisfactory to the people, the original settlers, and the recent pur
chasers. 

I cannot too stronly commend this subject to your attention. 
Your obedient servant, 

Ris Excellency FlUNJWN PIBRCB, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
GOfJertWr 0/ Kaft8Q8 Territory. 

Pre8ident of tke United Statu. 
The governor then went to Fort Leavenworth, where he was the 

guest of General Smith. 

DBCJDlBBR 16. 

The governor proceeded en route to Lecompton as far as Lawrence, 
where he passed the night. 

DBClDIBBR 17. 
After a considerable conversation with a number of the prominen' 

citizens of Lawrence respecting the condition and prospects of the 
Territory, the governor repaired to Lecompton. 

Letter from tke Department of t11.6 Interior. 

DEPA.RTMENT or TIIB INTERIOR, 
Walkington, Decmther 2, 1856. 

SIR: In view of the relation" subsisting between this department 
and the several Territories, the means of constant reference to their 
local laws is absolutely required. 

In order to afford the necel88ry facilities for this purpose, I deem it 
proper to request that your excellency will cause two seta of the laws 
of Kausas to be forwarded to this department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. McCLELLAND. 

Ris Bxcellency JOHN W. GEARY, 
GOfJernor 0/ Ka~as Territory. 

Secretary. 
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Beply. 

'EXBCUTIVB DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., DecembeT 18, 1856 • 

. 8m: In accordance with your request, as contained in your letter 
of the 2d instant, I have this day placed in the mail at this place two 
copies of " Kan88.8 Statutes," directed to you at Washington for the 
1l8e of your department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Hon. R. McCLBr.r.AND, 
Secretary 0/ tke Interior. 

0OO6'l"lW1' 0/ KanBaB Territory. 

Letter .from tke Secretary of New Hampshire. 

OPI'ICB 01' SBCRBTARY 01' STATE, 
OOfUXA'tl, December 9, 1856. 

8m: Agreeably to an act of this State, I have this day transmitted 
by mail, directed to your excellency, one volume, No. 10, Foster's 
Reports, also one vol., No. 19, New Hampshire Reports, being volume 
'1, IIecOnd series, with three copies of Laws of the State of New Hamp
ahire, June Be88ion, 1856, for the use of the Territory of Kansas, tlie 
receipt of which you will please to acknowled~e. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedIent servant, 
SAMUEL N. PATTEE, 

Secretary o/State • 
. Hit Excellency THE GOVERNOR 

0/ KanBaB Territory. 

Reply. 

EXECUTIVB DEPARTMENT, 
hClYfTlpton, K. T., December ]9, 1856. 

8m: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the boob 
mentioned in your letter of the 9th instant for the use of this TeJ'o 
ritory. 

Very trnly your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Hon. SAJlUBL N. P AT'mI, 
0OO6'l"lWt' of KanBaB. 

Secretary of State, Ooncqrd, New Bampihire. 
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Requisition lor United Statu troops. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., December 20, 1856. 

DEAR SIR: Please send me two mounted men 80S early this morning 
&8 possible. 

They are to act as messengers for a distance not exceeding ten 
miles. 

Your most obedient servant, 

Captain NRWBY. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor 0/ KaruJaIJ. 

Letter to Mr. Tuten. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., December 20, 1856. 

DEAR SIR: The Lecompton Union informs me tha.t an outrage has 
recently been committed upon you. Will you write me a statement 
of the facts, and suggest what measures, if any, you desire taken for 
your protection. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Mr. TUTEN. 
Governor 0/ KafUJa8. 

In reply to the above note, M'r. Tuten called upon the governor 
and made a statement of the assault committed upon him, when 
prompt measures were taken to redress the outrage and bring the 
offenders to justice. 

Letter to Mr. Spicer. 

EXECUTIVB DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., December 20, 1856. 

DEAB. SIR: I am informed by the Lecompton Union that a body or 
men called" Regulators" recently came to your house and notified 
you to leave the country in ten days. If sucb a tbing bas been done, 
I will esteem it an unmitigated outrage; and before proceeding fur
ther in the matter, [ desire you to inform me, in writing, whether 
such an occurrence took place, and, if so, what measures you suggest 
for your protection. 

Please Rend me a copy of the notice, with the names of the parties 
you can identify. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN SPICER, Esq. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor 0/ KanBa8 Territory. 
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Beply. 

WHEATLAND, 
Dougla8 Oounty, K. T., December 20, 1856. 

DEAR Sm: I this day received your letter of even date, and its 
contents have been observed. In answer, I have to state that I have 
received no notice from the" Regulators," or anyone else, to leave 
the Territory, and have no fears of such a notice, as I know no 
provocation to provoke it. The people about this part of the Terri
tory are quiet and moral, and I feel perfectly secure. 

Respectfully, yours, 
JOHN SPICER. 

Hon. JOHN W. GEARY, 
GOOer1lQll' of KaMa8 Territory. 

Letter to tke Secretary q,f State. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., December 22, 1856. 

Sm: Since my despatch of the 9th instant nothing of any special 
importauce has occurred. Having received the petition of the 
mayor and leading citizens of Leavenworth city, stating that, in 
consequence of the change of policy governing the sale of the trust 
lands by the new instructions from the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, great apprehension was entertained of a breach of the peace, 
and a violent outbreak upon the occasion of the sale of Leavtlnworth 
city, I accordingly repaired to that place to aid with my presence and 
counsel in averting the threatened disturbance. 

I found the public mind greatly excited, and the statements of the 
petitioners in no wise exaggerated. 

In my despatch of 22d ultimo, and in my letter to the President of 
the 15th instant, I expressed my views at some length in relation to 
this question, and time and reflection have only served to strengthen 
my convictions of their justice. 

I have received Mr. Spencer's appointment as marshal of this Ter
ritory. He is at his former residence, in the State of Ohio. It is 
indispensable that he should be here soon. Judge Cunningham has 
Dot yet arrived. There is not a prison in this Territory in which a 
prisoner can be safely secured for e. single hour; where crime has been 
80 abundant, the necessity for a penitentil\ry is too evident to require 
elaboration from me. An appropriation for this purpose should 
immediately be made by Congress. 

1'he appropriation to build the capitol at this place has been nearly 
exhausted, and is entirely inadequate to complete the building upon 
the plan which has been adopted. The architect informs me that an 
additional appropriation ot' at least fifty thoul!and dollars will be 
required. 
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In order that the government may fully und(>rstand my p08ition 
bere, and guard against rumors and reports studiously set in motion 
by certain pa.rties whose political interests most strongly commit them 
against the policy which has been established here, it seems proper 
that I should make certain developments. 

Bec"use I will not co-operat" with certain eft'orts to establish a 
State government, and lend myself to carry out views which are 
outside ot' the constitution and the laws, I am misrepresent.ed by a 
few ultra men of one party. 

Becallse I will not enter upon a CTUBade in support of one idea, and 
endorse the following resolves, passed on the night of the last session 
of the Kansas legislature, I am equally the subject of misrepresenta
tion by a few violent men on the other side. 

The following are the resolutions alluded to : 
" Whereas the signs of the times indicate that a measure is now 

on foot, fraught with more danger to the interests of the pro-slavery 
party and to the union than any which has been agitated, to wit: 
the proposition to organize a national democratic party; and whereas 
some of' our friends have already been misled by it j and whereas the 
result will be to divide pro-slavery whigs irom democrats, thu8 
weakening our party one-half; and whereas we believe that on the 
success of our party depends the perpetuity of the Union: Therefore-

"Be it resolved by tlte ho'U8e of representatives, tlte council concurring 
therein, Th"t i.t is the duty of the pro-slavery party, the Union-loving 
men of Kansas Territory, to know but one isBUe, 8lavery; and that 
any party making or attempting to make any other is, and should be 
heM as an ally ot' abolitionutm and disunion." 

This platform makes but a Bingle is8ue in Kansas, to wit: the in
trodnct.ion of slavery; emphatically denounces the national demo
cra.tic party, from which I have the honor to hold my appointment, 
and brands as abolitionists or disunionists all persons not agreeing 
with the principles set forth in it. 

To all objectors I have but one reply, to wit: that my position 
here shall not be prostituted to advance partisan ends; it being my 
simple duty to administer the government, and leave the people free 
to settle and regulate their own aft'lI.irs. 

You will therefore most readily perceive the signal justificatiou of 
that portion of my inaugural address, in which I pledge myself to 
know" no party, no north, no south, no east, no west; nothing but 
Kansas and my country." 

The territorial officers, with scarcely an exception, were warm par
tisans of the last named party organization, so much 80 as to deprive 
themselves of all ability to act as mediators between the contending 
~~M. . 

The d.evelopment of my policy and its happy results has produced 
considerable agitation among some ultra men, and various rumors, as 
unfounded as they are desperate, have been put in circulation here, 
and exaggerated statements forwarded to Washington, directly cal
culated to disturb the peace of the Territory, and studiously inteuded 
to produce that result. 

The whipping of Mr. Tuten, and the threatening of Mr. John 
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Spicer, have been greatIyexaggerated. Mr. Tuten was whipped for the 
reason, 88 it is alleged, that he was treacherous to his former 8880-
ciates; but he W88 not seriously injured, and proper me88ures have 
'been taken to redres8 the outrage. 

In reply to my note, Mr. John Spicer informs me that he has not 
been threatened; that he lives in a peaceable community, 8nd feels en
tirely secure. 

In the Herald of Freedom a notice appeared signed by "C. Robin
BOn, governor of the State of Kans88," authorizing the election of 8 
member of the State legislature, to meet at Topeka in January next. 
I have addressed a letter to C. Robinson, desiring to know distinctly and 
definitely from him the purposes and objects of this movement, whose 
reply I will transmit you when received. 

Several of the leading members of the free State party have written 
me letters on the subject-one of which, from J. H. Brown, editor of 
the Herald of Freedom, embracing the views of all, I inclose for your 
consideration. 

As soon as I am fully informed on the subject, I will take such 
action in relation to the matter as circumstances and the peace of the 
country may seem to require. At present, however, I have not the 
slightest reason to anticipate any difficulty arising therefrom. I mnst 
presume nothing contrary to men's express declarations, unless I am 
clearly satisfied that they" meditate" mischief, when I will probably 
give them my attention. 

A party of some ninety men, mostly disbanded militia, have gone, 
in charge of Mr. Thaddeus Hyatt, with p1'-)visions and necessary tool., 
to found the town of' Hyattville, on the south branch of the Pottowato
mie creek, and make settlements there. These persons were out of 
employment, likely to become a charge upon the town of Lawrence, 
and Mr. Hyatt projectecl this scheme to furnish them with useful em
ployment, and prevent them from falling into habits of indolence and 
'Yice. He fully explained the matter to me pref'ious to putting it into 
execntion, and it met my approval. . 

I am exceedingly gratified to inform you that since the withdrawal 
of the military, the people seem to be impressed with the importance 
of maintaining peace for themselves. 

Peace can and will be maintained, notwithstanding the croaking of 
monomaniacs on either side, whose wish for disturbance seems to give 
paternity to their declarations. 

With high respect, I remain your obedient servant, 

Hon. WK. L. MARCY, 
Sem·eta'I"IJ of State. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Kaft8fJ8. 
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Letter to the Unikd States Territorial .Attorney. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., December 23, 1856. 

SIR: :My attention has been called to chapter 10, Kansas Statutes, 
establishing the office of district attorney, in connexion with your ap
pointment and duties under the organic act. 

At your earliest convenience please furnish me with your written 
opinion as to whether chapter 10 conflicts with the organic act and 
em barrasses you in the discharge of' your proper duties. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Col. A. I. ISAACKS, 
Governor of Kaf&8a8. 

United States Territorial .Attorney. 

Letter to the Territorial.Auditor. 

EXECUTIVE DEP ARTMBNT, 
Leccrmpton, K. T., December 23, 1856. 

SIR: Will you please furnish me with your annual report, contain
ing a statement of all matters of public interest connected with your 
department, as it will be nece8sary for me to communicate such infor
mation to the legislature. 

Your obedient servant, 

Captain JOHN DONALDSON, .Auditor. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
G()1JernO!" of Kan$(J8. 

Letter to the Inspector General. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., December 23, 1856. 

SIR: Will you please furnish me as soon as posllible with your an
nual report as to the quantity and condition of the public arms, and any 
other matters of interest connected with your department, as it will be 
necessary for me to furnish s1!ch information to the legislature. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

General CRAMER, InBpector General. 
(}overrwr of KanMJ8. 
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Letter to t/t.6 .Atijutant General. 

EXECUTIVB DBPARTMBNT, 
Leoompton, K. P., December 23, 1856. 

Sm: Will you pleaee furnish me, as soon as possible, with your an
nual report, giving me a full statement of all matters of public interest 
connected with your department, as it will be necessary for me to com
municate such information to the legislature. 

Your obedient servant, 

H. J. STmCKLBR, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
GO'IJemo'f' of Kansas. 

Adjutant General KaMas Militia. 

Lefter ffYYm the .AsNtant Secretary of State. 

DBPARTHBNT OJ!' SrATE, 
Washington, Decem1xrr 9, 1856. 

8m: Your letter dated November 26 was received this day. 
'fhe act to "organize the Territory of Nebraska and Kansas," ap

proved May 30, 1854, as Imblished in the pamphlet edition of the laws 
of the first session of the 3ad Congress, has been carefully collated. 
with the original roll, and is a true copy. . 

In compliance with your request the pamphlet containing the act is 
herewith transmitted to you. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. THOMAS,. 

Hon. JOHN W. GEARY, 
ABBiBtant &ur.etaf1l •. 

GO'IJernor of Kafl8as. 

EXECUTIVB DBPABTMJINT; 
Lecompton, K. T., Deot1IRber 24, lSOI, 

Mr. Benjamin F. Jennings, your special mail agent, visited me to· 
day, and after a mutual interchange of opinion the following. con
clusions were arrived at : 

That the public interest imperatively demands a daily mail from, 
Westport, via Franklin and Lawrence to Lecompton, also a. daily 
mail from Kansas city, via Wyandotte, Quindaro and Delaware to 
Leavenworth city. 

A triweekly mail from Quintlaro, on,the Missouri river, to Lawrence 
is also desired. A good road. betw.een the1e two last. named place8 

Ex. Doc. n-~ 
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will be completed early in the spring, when a daily line of stages will 
be placed upon it. For the purpose of accommodating these com
munities, the stage company propose to carry the triweekly mail be
tween Quindaro and Lawrence for the small sum of five hundred 
dollars. I am informed that the stage company will forward a petition 
to this effect. 

It affords me pleasure to bear testimony to the prompt and efficient 
action of Mr. Jennings, and I will most heartily co-operate with him 
in all mp&sures appertaining t.o your department. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 

Hon. JAKES CAMPBELL, 
P08tmaater Genral. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
(}overn.or of Ka718aB. 

DECEMBER 26. 
Hon. Thomas Cunningham the newly appointed associate judge of 

the supreme court of the Territory, arrived to day at Lecompton, and 
called upon the governor. 

Report of tke Adjutant General. 

ADJUTANT GODAL'S OrrICB, 
1'ecum8eh, K. T., December 25, 1856. 

SIR. In reply to your note of the 23d instant, I have to state that 
up to this time [ have not received a repl)rt of a commanding officer 
of the Kansas militia (except Col. Yagers of the first regiment) &II 

provided by the statutes, and in cl)nseql1ence of which I am unable to 
give full and reliable information in regard to the state and condition 
oCthe militia of the Territory. I have delayed making out my report, 
hoping that the requirements of the Rtatutes would be complied with 
by the commanding officers of the different divisions, brigades and 
regiments. &c., and thereby enable to give a satisfactory report of' 
the arms, accoutrements, and the condition and quality of the lIame. I 
shall however report to YOI1 the enrolment and all information I 
posseFS aM early as possible. 

Very respectfully, 
H. J. STRICKLER, 

.Adjutant Geflcral, Kaf/Nul Territor!l. 
His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY. 

Commissions were issued to Garrett L. Carzorie, &8 justice of the 
peace, and Isaac T. Hyatt, as constable for the township of Atchison, 
Calhoun county. Nathaniel Boyleston, as justice of the peace, and 
Sanders W. McComas, as eonstable for Franklin, Calhoun county. 
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J. lI. GaUigher, as justice of the peace, and S. G. Pierson, &8 con
stable for Stranger township, county of Leavenworth. 

Martin C. Willis, &8 justice of the peace for Kennebnck townshi}>, 
Brown county. . 

S. W. Tunnel, &8 sheriif' of Leavenworth connty, vice Green D. 
Todd, resigned. 

Dr. J. D. M. Bird, at! surgeon of the third regiment of Kan8&8 
militia. 
Jos~ph B. N<Jnes, as commissioner of deeds in and for the State of 

New York, and F. J. Thibault, &8 commissioner of deeds in and for 
the State of California. 

Letter from tke &cma'71 of MaiM. 

STAn OJ!' MAINB. OJ!'PIOB or SBCRBrARY or STATB, 
..A.ugwta, December 4, 1856. 

Sm: In compliance with a resolve of the State, I have the honor to 
transmit to your excellency, for the ulle of the Stat.e over which you 
preside, one copy of the" Journal of the Constitutional Convention 
IIf the district of Maine," the receipt of which you will please cause 
to be acknowledged. 

Respectfully yours, 
T. F. BOYNTON, 

Deputy Secretary of Stale. 
His Excellency the GOVERNOR OJ' KANSAS TERRITORY. 

Reply. 

EXECUTlVB DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., December 29, 1856. 

SIR.: The book mentioned in your letter of 4th instant I have th\ 
honor to acknowledge. 

Very truly, yonr obedient servant, 
JOHN 'V. GEARY, 

Governor of KaMal Territory. 
T. F. BOYNTON, Eflq., 

Deputy Secretary of Slate, Augusta, Maine. 

Inspector General' 8 Report. 

INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OJ'J'ICB, 
Lecompton, K. T., December 29, 1856. 

SIR: Your communication of the 23d instant is before me, and would 
have been answered sooner but for circumstances over which I have 
no control. 

In my communication addressed you soon after your arrival in the 
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Territory, I sent you all the documents pertaining to my office 0.8 
inspector general which have been received, and have now before me 
little or no additional data to build a report upon. 

In that report I stated to your excellency the amount of arms re
ct'ived and the disposition made of them, which report would uow apply, 
as I know of no changes which have taken place. I took occasion in 
that to report to your excellency the fact that there had been no 
arsenal furni8hed for the reception of the arms belonging to the 
Territory, and that COfUlequently I had found it impossible to get 
t.hem together or keep them safe; and have now to urge upon your 
notice the great necessIty for the construction of some such place. 

Accompanying this I send you the report of Colonel Payne of the 
northern division of the militia, which ought to have been made to 
Adjutant General Stricklt'r, but which I send you as it contains the 
only information which I possess of ~h"t division. I would have 
rt'newed the report made you last September, but my papers are still 
in your office and I did not deem it necesslLry to renew it. If it should 
be your excellency's wish to have it done, it will give me pleasure to 
receive your instructions to that effect. 

Hoping this may prove satisfactory under the circumstances, I 
remain your excellency's obedient servant, 

TliOMAS J. B. CRAMER. 
Hon. JOHN W. GmARY, 

GOVt!Jl"lUYl' 0/ KafllJaB. 

Report 0/ tke Territorial PreaBUrer. 

TREASURER'S OOICE, 
Lecompton, K. T., December 31, 1856. 

SIR: Having understood that you had requested of the auditor of 
territorial accounts some report from our offices, I take this oppor
tunity to enclol8 you an abstract of the receipts of my office 
for the year ending August 29, 1856. 

Received of the sheriff of Doniphan county ................... . 
Rt'ceived of the sheriff of Leavenworth county ............... . 
Received of the sheriff of Douglas county .................... . 
Received of the sheriff of Atchison county .................... . 

Making total receipts ........................................ . 

$187 06 
994 60 
245 56 
205 40 

1,632 62 

all of which has been paid out to various claimants upon the treasury 
for services rendered the Territory, as shown by warrants in this office. 

In many oithe counties there was no revenue collected, and iu many 
more the collections did not cover expenses. 

From what 1 can now learn, the prospects for the present year are 
but little more flattering, and my impression at present is that less 
revenue will be collected in this year than the previous, as the officers 
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of the laws, in their past experience, have found that the different 
offices have brought nothing but danger and loss to them; nor is the 
lIrOl'pect brightening for a more 'Peaceful or efficient discharge of 
their duties; being required by the statute law of the Territory to 
report to the legislature, upon its convening, I have yet deemed it 
proper to accede to your excellency's request and send in this abstract 
of the state of my department. 

Wishing that I could make a more favorable showing, I remain 
your obedient servant, 

Hon. JOHN W. GEARY, 
GO'IX:'I"fKYr of Ka'lUlatl. 

THOMAS J. B. CRAMER, 
TretUUrer 0/ Ka'lUlatl Territory. 

Letter to the Secretary o/State. 

ExBCUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., Dec:ember 31, 1856. 

8m: In reviewing, on this the last evening of the year, the events 
of the past four months, and contrast:ng the agitated and disturbed 
condition of affairs upon my advent with the 'Present tranquil and 
hap'PY state of things, which has held its sway for the last three montlis, 
I must congratulate the administration and the country upon tbe 
auspiciQus result. Crime, so rife and daring at the period of my 
arrival, is almost entirely banish. I can truthfully assure you that, 
in proportion to her popUlation and extent, less crime is now being 
committed in KanRas than in any other portion of the United States. 

Tendering you the nsual compliments of the seas')n, and renewed 
assurances of my personal regard, I am truly yours, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 

Hon. W. L. MARCY, 
G()fJemor 0/ Ka'lUla8 Territory. 

Secretary of State, Wa8hington, D. O. 

LBOOMP'l'ON, K. T., 
January 1, 1857. 

The fore2oing is a correct copy of the executive minutes of Kansas 
Territory, from the 8th to the 31st of December, ]856, inclusive. 

JOHN H. GIRON, 
Secretary to the GOtJerrwr. 
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Writ 0/ election. 
EXECUTIVE OFFICB, 

Lecompton, K. T., January 1, 1857. 
SIR : You are hereby directed to hold an election in Johnson county, 

according to law, on Saturday, the 10th day of January, 1857, for 
one memher of the house of representatives of the legislative a8Sembly, 
to supply the vacancy OCC&8ioned by the resignation of J. T. Barton, 
the member elect. 

Due notice should be given at all the public places in the co nty, 
by printed or writtenadveztisements, of the time and places of holding 
the election. 

By the governor. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
GO'IJernor 0/ KafUla8 'l'erritory. 

DANIEL WOODSON, Secretary. 
The SHERIFF OF JOHNSON COONTY. 

VUit to Fort Leavenworth. 

The governor and his private secretary left Lecompton on the morn
ing of January 1 for Fort Leavenworth, on official business. The 
weather was exceedingly cold and stormy, and the roads so cut up 
and frozen 8S to render the travel not only difficult but dangerous. 
They reached Middletown, a town recently established, about twenty
four miles from Lecompton, at a place heretofore known as Butler'S, 
early in the evening, and remained there until the following morning, 
(the 2d,) when they proceeded on the journey, and arrived at the 
fort before sundown; having stopped several hours at Leavenworth 
city, during the 3d they stopped at the headquarters of General P. 
F. Smith, as his guests; and on the 4th returned to Lecompton. 

Commissions were issued to James M. Touton, as county commi88ioner 
of Douglas county, in place of John W. Banks, removed from the 
Territory. 

To Richard Scouton, as justice of the peace, in and for Deer creek 
township, Douglas county, 

Willis Frakes and Jerome Franklin, as justices of the peace ror 
Falls township, .Jefferson county. 

John S. Hamilton., as constable of Lecompton township, Douglas 
county, in place of J. E. Thompson, resigned. ' 

.Joseph C. Lawrence, as commissioner of deeds for the State of 
New York. 
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utter to Hon. John W. Wliitjield. 

EXECUTIvB DEPARTMBNT, 
Lecompton, K. T., Jan'ltary 6, 1857. 

DEAR SIR: Soon after your admission t.o Congress 88 our represen
tative, I wrote you a letter of congratulation, and referred you to my 
communications with the government ti)r some suggestions relative to 
Kansas affairs, bllt a8 yet have received no reply. 

I am happy, however, to perceive by the papers, that you have 
already introduced several important bills deeply involving our inter
ests. I do not know the provisions of' your bill relative to damages j 
bllt some time since I specially pressed that subject upon the attention 
of the government. I trust that Congress will not fail to pass some 
equitable and comprehensive bill upon this subject. 

We certainly require two or more additional land offices, and the 
want of them will seriously impair the prosperity of the Territory. 
Many persons have suggested the propriety of locating one of them 
at Manhattan, and from my knowledge of that portion of the Territory 
I believe that would be a suitable place 

I will send you a copy of my forthcoming message as soon as it is 
printed. I make various suggestions relative to the substantial inter
ests of Kansas, in which the 88sistance of Congress is invited. I trust 
they will meet your approbation and shall be glad to have your ener
getic co-oper .. ,tion. I also enclose you two petitions, numerously signed 
by citizens of Kansas, praying for relief for damages sustained during 
the recent disturbances, which I will thank you to present to Congress. 

I have forwarded a petition to the Postmaster General, asking for 
the establiKhment of a post office at a new place, equidistant between 
Lecllmpton and LE'avE'nworth, called" Middletown," and desiring the 
appointment of Mr. William Butler as the postmatiter. 

I shall be happy to he!l.r from you occasionally, and always pleased 
to co-operate with you in all matters affecting the interests of Kansas. 

As ever, very truly your friend and obedient servant, 

Hon. JOHN W. WHITFIELD. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Kafl.8a/1 Territory. 

Letter from Lieuttmant Bryan. 

The following letter was this day received from LiE'utenaDt Francis 
T. Bryan, and is in reply to one add.'essed to him on the 7th ultimo 
by the governor, requesting information respecting certain pOl'tions 
of the Territory visited officially by the lieutenant, as a memben of,' 
the United States corps of engineers: ' 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 
December 27, 1856. 

8m: Yonr letter of the 7th November hal! been lying on my table· 
for Bome days j but as I have been quite busy since my return in making; 
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up my accounts for the past year, I have delayed answering to the 
present time. 

My route can easily be followed on the map accompanying Stans
bury's report, or, indeed, any other reliable map of the Territory. 
Leaving Fort Riley, I went up the Republican river one hundred and 
five miles. This valley is fertile, and is cut by many creeks with 
wooded banks. Out of the valley, or bottom of the river, the country 
is high and covered with short buffalo grass; the stone of the coun
try is limestone. Leaving the Republican, the route led ov(>r the 
high prairie thirty-five miles to the Little Blue river, crossing several 
small creeks with wooded banks. This country, I think! would be 
too dry for agricultural purposes. Crossing the Little Blue, the route 
lies along its banks for about fifteen miles, and then leaving the river 
goes t.l the Platte, touching several water holes. From the point 
where the road first touches the Platte to }'ort Kearney is about 
fifteen miles, and along the valley of the Platt.e. The distance from 
Fort Riley to Fort Kelirney we make one hundred Bnd ninety three 
miles. From Fort Kearney tile route lay along the valley of the 
Platte for about two hundred miles. This valley is too well known to 
need any description. There is little or no wood, and the soil ill 
sandy; any attempt at agriculture, I think, would prove a failure. 
Crossing the South Platte below the mouth of Pole creek, 've followed 
the creek to its head in the Black hills. The country is generally 
high; grass mostly short, and no wood for most of the distauce. 
Buffalo chips are used for fuel. Pole creek breaks t.hrough two 
ranges of hillA, which are called Pine Bluffs and Cedar Bluffs; these 
are the only points where wood can be obtained along the creek until 
the Black hills are reached. Grass can be had in spots. The route 
then crossed the Black hills, where was plenty of fuel and water, but 
very little grass. Leaving these hills, we found ourselves on the 
plains of Laramie, and crossed the east branch of the Laramie river at 
about five miles from the foot of the hills. About four miles further 
appears the east fork of the Laramie river; both of these streams 
have good water and good grass, but little fuel. We then struck the 
emigrant road near the Medicine-Bon mountains, and followed it to 
the crossing of' the South Platte, having wood, water and grass at 
convenient distances. The road is over a gravelly soil, and is gener
ally very good and hard; hard stone is found in this part, such as 
granite, &c. Crossing the Sonth Platte, we struck for the head of 
Sage creek, over a most barren and desolate looking country. Very 
little fuel or grass, water was in abundance, Qnd small patches 
of grass and clumps of trees were found in the hills. C08.1 was found 
on the South Platte a few miles from where we crossed it, and in a 
situation where it could easily be worked. Buffaloes were S£len in 
large nnmbers from the Republican over to the Platte, and for some 
days up the Platte, then the game consisted almost entirely of' deer. 
In the Black hill'l, and through the plains of Laramie, antelopes, 
wolves and elks, were seen and killed, besides prairie dogs, hares, sage 

. chickens, &c., &c. The country through which we had passed on the 
. outward route was, with little exception, sterile, being too high, dry 
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and stony to possess much value in an agricultural point of view; 
along the creek were some small strips of good land. 

The return route was over the same couutry as the outward route, 
until we reached the east fork of Laramie river. Then turning to the 
lOuth we followed the" Cache la Poudre" to its mouth in the South 
Platte, passing over several very pretty valleys, and having plenty of 
wood and grass. Following down the South Platte for several days, 
we came to where the river turns to go north. The country is the 
same as elsewhere on the Platte. Then sixty miles acr088 a barreu 
region of land and hills, with little water or grass, to a creek empty
ing into the Republican. For the first hundred miles down the Re
publican, the country is barren and sandy, with little wood; it then 
Improves, the soil is better, and there are numerous creeks with wooded 
banks. The river hottom is of good soil, furnishes excellent grass in 
large quantity, which affords pasturage to immense numbers ofbuft'a
loes. This kind of country continues on to Fort Riley. Along the 
main str(lams of the Platte, Republican, and Solomon's Fork, the wood 
is almost entirely cotton-wood. On the creeks which empty into them 
it is generally hard wood, such as ash, elm, walnut, &c., &c. On 
the Solomon's1!'ork the soil of the bottom lands appears even better 
tban that on the Republican, and the wooded creeks qllite as numerous. 
These bottoms are very wide in places, and covered with excellent 
grass. Buffaloes and elk are found in tbis region also, and in great 
nnmbers. 

I have thus given you, sir, a basty view of the country over which 
we have passed. That along the lower part of the Republican and 
Solomon's Fork, appears to be by far the best that we saw, tbough 
tbere are some very pretty spots on the creeks in tbe mountains, but 
there is no good land in large bodies in tbat region 

Being pleased at baving it in my power to communicate any intelli
gence respecting the unknown parts of Kansas, I remain your obedient 
aervant, 

FRANCIS T. BRYAN, 
Lieutenant Engineers. 

Governor J OBN W. GEARY, 
Lecompton,· KaMas Territory. 

THE TERRITORIAL PRISONERS. 

The following letter, in relation to the prisoners taken in the attack 
upon Hickory Point, was th1s day received from Governor S. P. ChRse, 
of Ohio : 

Letter from the GotJef'fUYI' 0/ Ohio, Btate 0/ Ohio. 

EXBCUTIVE DBPARTMENT, 
Btate oj Ohio, Oolumbus, December 3, 1856. 

SIB: A very deep concern prevades the minds of the citizens of this 
State in respect to the condition of the emigrants from the free States, 
and especially from Ohio, into the Territory of Kansas. A large 
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majority of the people entertain a clear conviction that the enactments 
of a body which assembled last year at the Shawnee Mission and as
sumed the functions of a territorial legislature, were acts of usurpation, 
and therefore of no validity. I am myself of this opinion. There 
are others who do not concur in this view, and yet feel a deep sympathy 
with those emigrants who have been subjected to cruel wrongs either 
under the color of those enactments or in open violation of all law. 
The popular feeling on this subject is very earnest and very equal, 
and involves, unless appeased, seriou8 danger to the general harmony 
and peace of the country. 

Very recently I received an affidavit subscribed by Thoma. W. 
Porterfield, J. S. Kagi, Josiah G. Fuller, Tason T. Yunkers, E. R. 
Falley, Edward Cottingham, William S. Ware, S. Voglesong, C. A. 
Sexton, G. Smith, and Alfred J. Payne, who having lately been, or 
being now citizens of Ohio, appeal to me as the governor of the State, 
to exert whatever influence I may, to procure their release from the 
imprisonment in which they are held in Kansas. 

From this affidavit I gather these statements: All the affiants except 
Thomas W. Porterfield are actual settlers in Kansas, having emigrated 
from Ohio, with the honest and praiseworthy purpose of improving 
their own condition, and of extending westwArd the civilization and 
policy which has converted the northwestern wilderness into an empire 
of free States. 

Thomas W. Porterfield, an aged man of seventy years, the trembling 
lines of whose signature remind me of that of Stephen Hopkins to the 
Declaration of Independence, is not an actual settler, but was at the 
time of his arrest on a visit to his friends at Lawrence. 

In September last, when the Territory was convulsed with civil war, 
and a large body of men were gathered near Lawrence, meditating ita 
destruction, a party of citizens, with whom the old man Poru-rfield 
volunteered, attacked and dispersed a band of men, co-operating with 
the assailants and displayed the usual sign of hostility to the free State 
men, a black flal/:. 

To being engaged in this act, if not of absolute defence, yet, under 
the circumstances, of reasonable precaution and prevention, Porter· 
field, Fuller, Yunkers, Falley, Cottingham, Voglesong, Ware, Smith 
and Payne, with others, were seized by United States troops, marched 
to their camp and confined as prisoners. 

The next day a party of those who had engaged in the hostile de
monstration against Lawrence, fresh from the unprovoked murder of 
an inoffensive citizen, named Buffnm, marched with absolute impu
nity, under a black flag, by the very place where these prisoners were 
held in durance. 

To the same confinement in which these prisoners were held two 
other emigrants from Ohio were consigned a few days later. These 
were the two other affiants, Sexton and Kagi. These citizens had 
been seized without proceu by the marshal of the United States, 
while pursuing their lawful avocations at or near Topeka, where they 
resided. 

After a week's detention, the settlers from Lawrence were all form
erly committed on a charge of murder in the first degree, and the set;. 
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tIers from Topeka on a cbarge of robbery at Osaukee. Indictments 
for these alleged offences were subsequently found against all except 
Sexton, who, so far as be or his fellow I,risoners are aware, is still de
tained on a naked charge. 

E. R. "'alley, and fourteen fellow prisoners, not from Ohio, but in 
every other respect in similar circumstances with himself, were after
wards put upon trial and acquitted, but he was immediately rear
rested upon another charge of murder, founded on his alleged partici
pation in an attack upon a fort or house occupied as a military posi
tion by a band of pro-slavery men, principally, at least, non-residents, 
under the command of a leader named Titus. 

A. J. Payne and E. Cottingham were also tried under indictments 
for murder, and convicted of manslaughter, and sentenced to impris
onment for five years. These emigrants are now confined under the 
charge of a person named Jones, who claims the office of sheriff under 
an appointment by the Shawnee Mission assembly. 

The affiants represent their sufferings in confinement as indescriba
ble. Their food has been poor and scanty-one week it was horse
feed. For clothing and bedding they have been dependent on the 
charity of' friends, themselves impoverished by the rapine which has 
desolated the Territory; of theu friends few have dared to visit 
them, fearing arrest. Their witnesses, when they have appeared in 
court, have been themselves arrested, seized in a body for an alleged 
homicide, which, if committed at all, was committed by one person 
0011. They have witnessed the impunity of the band by a member of 
which Buffum was murdered in cold blood. Denied bail themselves, 
they have witnessed the immediate discharge on bail of the member of 
that band by whom that murder was perpetrated. Aggrieved by this 
odious and unjust discrimination, they find the evils of their situation 
further aggravated by the character of the custody to which they are 
subjected. Their guard is composed for the most part of hostile resi
dents of other States, under the command of that same Titus, who 
CQmmanded in the pro-slavery fort, to the destruction of which I have 
already referred. Some of this guard have acknowledged and uoaswd 
of killin~ free State men. They sometimes have threatened to 
shoot theu prisoners, and have been known to declare that particular 
individuals among them shall be hung, whether convicted or not. 

It is impouible to read statements like these without deep feeling. 
That they are substantially true, the representations made to me of 
the character of the affiants forbids me to doubt. To redress lighter 
wrongs than these our fathers appealed to arms. If that dread remedy 
be not now invoked, it is because the hope of peaceful redress is not 
yet exhansted. 

I do not disguise my conviction that the seizure and imprisonment 
of these citizens is not more illegal than it is cruel. The Shawnee 
Miuion assembly, in my judgment, had no more authority to legis
late for Kansas than the San Francisco Committee of Vigilance had 
to govern California. If the members of that committee are responsi
ble to citizens wronged by its action, much more, it seems to me, are 
all those who attempt to administer the edicts of that assembly re-
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sponsible to citizens who have suffered or may suffer injury in persen 
or property through such proceedings. 

I trust, however, that the citizens in whose behalf I now write may 
obtain at your hands readier and speedier redress. By the organic 
law it is made your duty to take care that the laws be faithfully ex
ecuted, and YOll are clothed with full power to grant pardons and re
prieves for offences against the laws ofthe Territory. The duty thus 
Imposed includes, doubtless, the obligation to protect the people 
against wrongs committed under color of pretended laws. The people 
of Ohio would greatly rejoice if, concurring in opinion with a ma
jority of them, that the enactments under which these citizens have 
been arrested arp void, you should feel yourself warranted in exercis
ing the powers vested in you for their protection. If this may not 
be expected, in consequence of your opinion in favor of the legality of 
the proceedings against them, I yet trust that you will not hesitate 
to exercise your prerogative of pardon in their behalf. Even if tbe 
validity of the acts of the Shawnee Mission assembly be conceded, it 
will not be pretended, I apprehend, that these citizens are morally 
guil~y of crime. Their offences, at most, are technical; they are not 
felons; not enemies of society; but fellow-citizens, who sought to 
perform what seemed to them, and seems to millions of their country
men, a duty, Dot a crime. Surely you cannot permit such men to be 
subjected to ignominious punishment. Surely you cannot believe it 
just or expedient to suffer such punishmentll to be inflicted on such 
men, while partizans of the slavery side, who have committed more 
numerous and less justifiable acts of violence, go altogether unvisited 
of justice. 

I beg leave to commend to your favorable regard my friend James 
Walker, esq., of Rhode Island, who has kindly consented to be the 
bearer of this letter, and who has been requested by me to ascertain 
the condition of emigrants from Ohio in Kansas, and report to me 
whatever information he may be able to obtain. Any facilities you 
may afford him will be properly acknowledged by 

Yours, very respectfully, 

His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY, 
Goveroor of Kansas Territory. 

8. P. CHASE. 

The following, on the same subject, accompanied thefore going letter. 

Letter from the Govemor of Ohio. 

EXECUTIVE DBPARTMXNT, 
State of Ohio, Oolumbu8, December 15, 1856. 

DXAR Sm: The enclosed letter was written and sent by Mr. Walker, 
of Rhode Island, who proceeded to Jefferson city, and there purchased 
a mule and advanced nearly one hundred miles further, when hi. 
mule, which he had been obliged to purchase, 8.8 the only obtainable 
conveyance, broke down, and he was compelled, by the limitations 
upon his time, to return. I now send it by mail, and trust that your 
excellency will consider kindly what is said in it. It is reported that 
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a large number of prisoners have made their escape. Possibly the 
Ohio men may be of this number. If any of them remain, please con
sider the letter as written in their behalf'. 

Opposed always to the repeal of the Missouri prohibition, and be
lieving always that it is the clear duty of the national government to 
protect every inhabitant of national Territory of life, liberty, and prop
erty, and, therefore, against enslavement, I have yet ever regarded 
the submission to the unbiassed decision of the people of a Territory 
of every question relating to personal rights as the next best thing 
to 8eCuring those rights against all invasion at the outset by the 
impartial provisions of the organic law. 

I observe with ple.asure the testimony borne by free State men in 
Kan8&8 to your excellency'S disposition to use the powers confided to 
you so as to secure to the actual settlers of' the Territory a real free
dom of decision in regard to the exclullion of slavery. While I can
not help regarding yonr consent to the seizure and confinement of the 
Lecompton prisoners as a departure from the rule of impartiality, I 
feel myself authorized by these expre88ions of confidence In your pnr
poses to indulge the hope that you will either terminate the confine
ment at once, or, at least, provide against the longer continuance of 
the hardships which the prisoners have been compelled to endure, 
anc!Protect them, by your authority, from unjust punishment. 

With sincere respect, I have the honor to be yours truly, 
S. P. CHASE. 

His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY, 
GOtJe1'fIlYr 0/ KafllJatI. 

Bqily to the Govemor of Ohio. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTllEN'l', 
Lecompton, K. T., January 6, 1857. 

DuR. SIR. : Your communication of the 15th ultimo, enclosing 
another of tbe 3d, has been received, and their suggestions considered 
with the attention due to their importance. 

Your temperate appeal in behalf of the territorial prisoners from 
Ohio is Msuredly worthy of my careful and serious notice. 

The att.ack upon Hickory Point by the free State men from Law
rence, after the publication of my proclamation, commanding all 
armed bodies to dIsperse, left no alternative for me, as the executive 
of the Territory, but to command their arrest. Their subsequent 
impri80nment was but the consequence of their own unlawful acts 
nommitted in defiance of my warDIngs. A party from Topeka, who 
went to attack the same place, desisted from their purpose and retired 
when they received my proclamation. They were afterwards suprized 
to learn that their Lawrence friends, in violation of my express pro
hibition, had deliberately attacked a body of men at the place aoove 
named, one of whom was killed, and several others wounded. 

Th preciae condition of things existing here, at the time of my 
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advent, cannot be fully appreciated by a person who was not on the 
spot and conversant with the extraordinary difficulties and complica
tIOns Attending the discharge of the executive functions. The ani
mosity and excitement which prevaded the population were most 
forcibly manifested in their persevering determination to distress and 
destroy each other. 

Coming into the midst of so fearful a state of affairs I at once 
perceived that the only remedy was an impartial, independent. and 
villorous administration. 

With a determination to do right, I adopted and prosecuted such 
measures as I deemed most expedient and effective to restore peace 
and order to the troubled Territory. 

The result is before the country, and whatever may be the opinions 
entertained by others, I am permitted to enjoy what all men should 
eBdeavor to attain, the unqualified approbation of my own conscience. 

After the prisoners were sentenced I remitted the ball and data 
penalty, and p,Lid especial regard to their proper treatment; no formal 
application has been made to me for their pardon, though I learn that 
petitions are in circulation for that purpose and that the usual recorda 
will be presented, to which I will give respectful attention. 

With unfeigned regard I have the honor to remain your obedient 
servant, 

His Excellency S. P. CHASB, 
Governor of Ohio. 

JOHN W. GEARY. 

Appropriation of the Vermont Legislature. 

JANUARY 7. 
The legislature of the State of Vermont having passed an act 

appropriating the sum of *20,000 to aid the suffering poor of Kan8&8, 
the· secretary of that State addressed the governor of this Territory 
as follows: 

STATE OF VERMONT, EXBCUTIVB DBPARTMBNT, 
Burlington, December 22, 1856. 

SIR: I am directed by his excellency Governor Fletcher, to tranRmit 
to you the accompanying copy of an act passed by the legislature of 
this State at its recent session in October and November last, entitled 
"an act for the relief of the suffering poor of Kansas," and to inform 
you that the governor stands ready to extend to the suffering poor of 
Kansas such relief as said act contemplates upon full and satisfactory 
proof of the necessity of their condition. 

The report is now that the wants of the poor of Kansas have been 
very much, if not entirely, alleviated by the large contributions of 
provisions and clothing which have recently poured in from private 
sonrces, and the peace and good order which have resulted from your 
own energetic and equitable administration of the government of the 
Territory are considered as an earnest that the sufferings and mis
fortune of the people of Kansas have at last reached a termination. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



CORRESPONDENCE Ol!' JOHN W. GEARY. 111 

Any communication from your excellency upon this subject will 
be received with pleasure by Governor Fletcher, who desires me to 
express to you the assurances of his high respect and esteem. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient seIVant, 
WILLIAM G. SRA W, 

Secretary of Oivil and Military .Affairs. 
His Excellency J OBN W. GEARY, 

GOVtll'fW1' 0/ Ka'lt8a8, Lecompton, K. T. 

The following is the act referred to in the foregoing communication: 

"Act oj the Vermont legiBlature No. 59. .An act Jor the relief oj tll.e 
poor oj Ka'lt8a8." 

It is hereby enacted bIJ the general a88embly of the &016 oj Vermont, 
asfol1ow8: 

SECTION 1. The 8um of twenty thonsand dollars is hereby appro
priated and placed at the disposal of the governor of this State, to be 
by him used (if necessary) for the purpose hereinafter stated. 

SBC'l'ION 2. The governor, if, in his judgment, the suffering poor 
in Kansas need assist.ance, is hereby authorized to draw on the trea
surer, from time to time, for such sum or sums, not exceeding twenty 
tho1l88.nd dollars. for the purpose of furnishing food and clothing to 
soch of the in habitants of Kansas as may be in a suffering condition 
for the want thereof. 

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect from its passage. 
Approved November 18, 1856. 

Letter to the Governor of Vermont. 

EXlklOTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., Janua,'Y 7, 1857. 

DEAR SIR: Your favor of the 22d ultimo with a copy of an act of 
the legislature of Vermont, entitled "an act for the relief of the poor 
of Kansas" has been received. 

I am happy to inform you that I am not aware of the existence of 
any condition of things in this Territory that will render nece88ary 
the employment of the money you have so liberally placed at our 
di8p08al. 

There is doubtless some suffering withiu our limits, consequent 
upon past disturbances and the present extremely cold weather, but 
J.robably no more than exists in other Territories, or in either of the 
States of the Union. 

No man who is able and willing to work need be destitute of the 
means of a comfortable livelihood in Kansas. Laborers and mechanics 
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are in demand, and cannot be obtained at wages ranging from $1 50 
to *3 per day. Indeed, so far as my observation has extended, the 
deserving and industrious portions of our population are in the full 
enjoyment of more than an ordinary degree of contentment and pros
perity. 

Should any contrary facts hereafter come to my notice, such as to 
require the aid you have so kindly offered, I will assuredly make, at 
the earliest moment, the application you suggest. 

With assurance of the hIghest regard, I have the honor to subscribe 
myself your obedient servant, 

JOHN W. GEARY. 
His Excellency Governor FLETCHER, 

Burlingtoo, Vermont. 

Commissions were issued to William Woolman, as probate judge; 
Richard Burr and Samuel Locke, as county commiSSIOners; Turner 
Locke, as constable; and J. B. Scott, as justice of the peace; all in 
and for the county of Coffee. 

Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad. 

LEAVENWORTH, K. T., 
January 5, 1857. 

DRAR Sm: I have the honor to inform you, by the resolution of the 
board of directors of the Leavenworth, Pawnee and Western Railroad 
Company, that the necessary amount of stock to perfect an organiza
tion has been subscribed, and the said company have completed a 
perfect organization under the law incorporating them. . 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
J. MARION ALEXANDER, 

His Excellency J OBN W. GEARY. 
Secreto.'1I. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTKBNT, 
Leoomptoo, K. T., January 9, 1857. 

DRAR Sm: It is with much pleasure that I acknowledge the receipt 
of your communication, informing me of the perfect organization of 
the Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad Company. Please 
assure your president and directors of my most hearty co-operation in 
their laudable enterprise. 

Very truly, your obedient servant; 

J. MARION ALEXANDER, Esq., 
Secreta'1l L., P., &: W. R. R. 00. 

JNO. W. GEARY. 
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BequiBition lor United Statu troops. 

ExBCUTIVB DBPARTMBNT, 
Lecompton, K. T., January 10, 1857. 

8m: United States Deputy Marshal Fane having made due requisi
tion upon me for two United States mounted men, with one day'. 
rations, and to report at Captain Hampton's office in this place, at 
8 o'clock, to-morrow morning, to aid him in executing certain civil 
process, this is to request YOIl to have two United States mounted 
men to report accordingly. 

Very truly your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Govt/I"Mr 01 KafUKUl. 
Captain NEWBY, Oommanding near Lecmnpton. 

Letter Irom the Secretary 0/ Maine. 

Sun 01' MAINB, 
OtJice of Secretary 0/ State, A'UflUBta, Dect!1I1IlH!Ir 24, 1856. 

8m: In compliance with a resolve of this State, I have the honor to 
transmit to yonr excellency, for the use ofthe State over which you 
preside, one copy Maine Reports, vol. 39, the receipt of which you 
will please cause to be acknowledged. 

Respectfully yours, 
T. F. BAYNTON, 

Deputy Secretary 018to.te~ 
His Excellency the GOVERNOR 01' KANSAS. 

Beply. 

EXBCUTIVB DBPARTJONT, 
Lecompton, K. T., January 12,185'1'. 

8m: Y onr favor oftbe 24th December, with a copy of Maine Reports, 
vol. 39, bas been received. 

Very respectfully, yonrs, 

T. F. BAYNTON, Esq. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor 01 Kaf&8Q8 Territory. 

The Legi&loiive A88embly. 

This being the first day of the meeting of the legislative 8811embly,. 
and also of a convention embracing members from all parts of the 
'territory, the town was crowded with strangers, very many of 

Ex. Doc. 17-8 
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whom constantly thronged the executive office to pay their respects to 
the governor. 

The council of the legislature was organized by the election of Rev. 
Thomas Johnson as president, and the house of representatives by the 
election of W. G. Mathias, sreaker. 

A convention composed 0 delegates from various sections of the 
Territory, the precise character and objects of which had not been 
clearly defined, and were but imperfectly understood even by its mem
bers themselves, also met in the evening. The principal busines 
transacted was the appointment of a committee on delegation. 

JANUARY 13. 
Legi8latiw Oomm·ittee. 

A committee from the legislative assembly called upon the gover
nor at 10 o'clock a. m., and announced that they had beeu appointed 
to inform him of the orgauization of the council and house of repre
sentatives, and were ready to receive from him any communication he 
might have to make to those bodies. To a neat address from Col. Jo
seph Anderson, the governor responded, and informed the committee 
that he wonld send up at once his annual message. Accordingly the 
following document was sent and read to the legislature: 

Mt88age of Governor John W. Geary, to the legi8latit)e assembly of 
KafUJa8 Territory. 

Gentlemen of the Oouncil and of the House of Representatives: 
The Allwise and Beneficent Being, who controls alike the destinies 

of individuals and of nations, has permitted you to convene this 
day, charged with grave responsibilities. 

The eyes, not only of the people of Kansas, but of the entire Union, 
are upon you, watching with anxiety the result of your deliberations, 
and of our joint action in the execution of the delicate and important 
duties devolving upon us. 

Selected at a critical period in the history of the country to dis
charge the executive functions of this Territory, the obligation8 I 
was required to assume were of the most weighty importance. And 
when I came seriously to contemplate their magnitude, I would have 
shrunk from the responsibility were it not for an implicit reliance 
upon Divine aid, and a full confidence in the virtue, zeal and patriot
ism of the citiJilens, without which the wi8est executive sugge8tions 
must be futile and inoperative. 

To you, legislators, invested with sovereign authority, I look for 
that hearty co-operation which will enable U8 successfully to guide 
the ship of 8tate through the troubled waters into the haven of 
safety. 

It is with feelings of profound gratitude to Almighty God, the 
bounteous giver of all good, I have the pleasure of announcing that, 
after the bitter contest of opinion through which we have recently 
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passed, and which has unfortunately led to fratricidal strife, that peace, 
which I have every reason to believe to be permanent, now' reigns 
throughout the Territory, and gladdens, with its genial infl.uences, 
homes and hearts which but lately were sad and desolate; that the 
robber and the murderer have been driven from our soil; that burned 
cabins have been replaced by substantial dwellings; that a feeling of 
confidence and kindness has taken the place of' distrust and hate; that 
all good citizens are disposed to deplore the errors and excesses of the 
past, and unite with fraternal zeal in repairing its injuries; and that 
this Territory, un8urpused by any portion of the continent for the 
salubrity of its climate, the fertility of its soil, its mineral and agri
cultural wealth, its timber-fringed streams, and fine quarries of build
ing stone, has entered upon a career of unparalleled prosperity. 

To maintain the advance we have made, and realize the bright an
ticipations of the future; to build up a model commonwealth, en
riched with all the treasures of learning, of virtue and religion, and 
make it a choice heritage for our children and generations yet nnborn, 
let me, not only as your executive, but as a Kansan, devoted to the in
terests of Kansas, and animated solely by patriotic purposes, with 
all earnestness invoke you, with one heart and soul, to pursue so high 
and lofty a course in your deliberations, as, by its moderation and 
justice, will commend itself to the approbation of the country, and 
command the respect of the people. .. 

This being the first occasion afforded me to speak to the legislative 
assembly, it is but proper1 and in accordance with general usage, that 
I should declare the pnnclples which shall give shape and tone to my 
administration. These principles, without elaboration, I will condense 
into the narrowest compass. 

" Equal and exact justice" to all men, of what~ver political or re
ligious persuasion; peace, comity and friendRhip with neighboring 
States and Territories, with a sacred regard for State rights, and rev-· 
erential respect for the integrity and perpetuity of the Union; a re
verence for the federal Constitution as the concentrated wisdom of the 
fathers of the republic, and the very ark of our political safety; the 
cultivation of a pure and ener~etic nationality, and the development 
of an excellent'and intensely VItal patriotism; a jealous regard for the 
elective franchise, nnd the entire security and sanctity of the ballot
box; a firm determination to adhere to the doctrines of self-govern
ment and popnlar sovereignty as guaranteed by the organic law; un
qualified submission to the will of the majority; the election of all 
officers by the people themselves; the supremacy of the civil over the 
military; strict economy in public expenditures, with a rigid account
ability of all public officers; the preservation of the Jlublic faith, and 
a curJ"enc1 based npon, and equal to, gold and silver; free and safe 
immigratIon from every quarter of the country; the cultivation of the 
J>roper territorial pride, with a firm determination to submit to no 
lDvasion of our sovereignty; the fostering care of agriculture, manu
factures, mechanic arts, and all works of internal improvement; the 
liberal and free education of all the children of the Territory; entire 
religious freedom; a free press, free speech, and the peaceable right 
to assemble and discuss all questions of public interest; trial by jurors 
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impartially selected; the sanctity of the habeas corpus; the repeal or 
all laws inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States and 
the organic act, and the steady admini8tration of the government so 
as best to secure the general welfare. 

These sterling maxims, &anctioned by the wisdom and experience of 
the past, and the observance of which has brought our country to so 
exalted a position among the nation8 of the earth, will be steady light. 
by which my administration shall be guided. 

A summary view of the state of the Territory upon my advent, with 
an allusion to some of my official acts, may not be inappropriate tQ 
this occasion, and may 8erve to inspire your counsels with that wisdom 
and prudence, by a contemplation of the frightful excesses of the past, 
so esse~tial to the adoption of measures to prevent their recurrence, 
and enable you to lay the broad and solid foundations of a future com
monwealth which may give protection and happiness to millions of 
freemen. 

It accords not with my policy or intention8 to do the leut injustice 
to any citizen or party of men in this Territory or elsewere. PJedged 
to do "equal and exact justice" in my executive capacity, I am in
clined to throw the veil of oblivion over the errors and outrages of the 
period antecedent to my arrival, except so far as reference to them may 
be necessary for substantial justice, and to explain and develop the 
policy which has shed the benign influences of peace upon Kansas, 
and which, if responded to by the legislature in a spirit of kindness 
and conciliation, will contribnte much to soothe those feelings ,of bit
terness and contention which, in the past, brought upon us snch untold 
evils. 

I arrived at Fort Leavenworth on the ninth day of September last, 
and im nediately assumed the txecutive functions. On the eleventh 
I issued my inaugural address, declaring the general principles upoa 

• which I intended to administer the government. In. this addre88 I 
solemnly pledged myself to support the Constitution of the United 
States, and to discharge my duties as governor of Kansas with fidel
ity j to sustain all the provisions of the organic act, which I pronoun
ced to be "eminently Just and beneficial j" to stand by the doctrine 
of popular sovereignty, or the will of the majority of the actual bona 
fide inhabitants, when legitimately expressed, which I characterized 
"the imperative will of civil action for every law-abiding citizen." 
'fhe gigantic evilt. nnder which this Territory was groaning were at
tributed to outside influences, and the people of Kansas were earnestly 
invoked to suspend unnatural strife ; to banish all extraneous and im
proper influences from their deliberations; and in the spirit of reasoll 
and mutual conciliation to adjust their own differences. Such sngges
tions in relation to modifications of the present statutes as I deemed 
for the public interests were promised at the proper time. It was de
clared that this Territory was the common property of the people of 
the several States, and that no obstacle should be interposed to itt 
free settlement, while in a territorial oondition, by the citizens of 
every State of the Union. A just territorial pride was sought to be 
infused; & pledge was solemnly given to know no party, no section, 
,nothing but Kans88 alld the Union; and the people were earneatly i .... 
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vo\ed. to bury the past in oblivion, to suspend h08tilitieR, and refrain 
from the indulgence of bitter feeling; to begin anew; to devote them
eelves to tbe true and substantial interests of Kansas; develop her 
rien agricultural resources; build up manufactures; make public 
roads aad otoor works of internal improvement j prepare amply for 
the edueation of their children j devote themselves to all the arts of 
peace, and make this Territory the sa.nctllary of those cherished prin
ciples which protect the inalienable rights of the individual, and ele
vate States in their sovereign capacities. 

The foregoing is a brief summary of the principles upon whieh my 
administratioll was commenced. I have steadily adhered. to' them, 
and time and trial have but aerved to strengthell my convietions of 
their justice. 

Coincident with my inaugural \'rere i88ued two proclamations: the 
oue, disbanding the Territorial militia, composed of a mixed force of 
citizens a.nd others, and commanding "all bodies of men, comhined, 
armed and equipped with munitions of war, without authority of the 
goverD~nt, instantly to disband or quit the Territory, as they would 
answer the oontrary at their peril j" the other, orderin~ "aIt free 
male citIzens qualified to bear arms, between the ages of eIghteen and 
.orty-6 .. e years, to enroll tllemselves, thai they might be completely 
organized by companies, regiments, brigades and divisions, aud hold 
themsel~s in readiness to be mustered, by my order, ioto the service 
of the United States, upon a requisition of the eommander of the mili
tary department ift which Kansas is embraced, for the stlppression of 
811 nnlH.wful oombinatioos, and for the maintenan~ of public order 
and civil government." 

The policy of tbese proclamations is so evident, and their beneficial 
effects halVe been 80 apparent, as to require no vindication. 

The Territory was declared by the acting governor to be in a state 
of iDtlurrect;on ; the civil authority was powerless, entirely without 
capacity to vindicate the majesty of the law and restore the broken 
peace; the existing difficulties were of a. f"r more complicated char
acter than I had anticipated j predatory bands, whose sole aim, unre
lieved by the mitigation of political causes, was a"Sassination, arsoo, 
plunder and rapine, bad undiHturbed possession of some portions or 
the Territory, while every part of it was kept in constant alarm and 
terror by the advocates of political sentiments, uniting, according to 
their respective sympa.thies, in formidable bodies of armed meo, com
pletely equipped with munition8 of war, and reRolved upon mutual 
extelminatioll as the only hope of peace; unoifending and peaceable 
citizens were driv-en from their homes; others murdered. in their own 
dwellings, which were given to the ilames; that R&Cred respect for 
womau, which has characterized all civilized nations, seemed, in the 
hour of mad excitement, to be forgotten; rartisan feeling, on all sides, 
intensely excited by a question which mflamed the entire nation, 
almost closed the minds of the people againfit me ; idle and mendllocious 
yumors, well calculated to produce exasperation and destroy confi
dence, were everywhere rife; the most unfortunate suspicions pre
vailed; in isolated cuontry places no man's life was safe j robberies 
aDd marders were of daily occurrence; nearly every farm-hoU8e was 
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deserted; and no traveller could safely venture on the highway withou' 
an e8cort. This state of affair8 was greatly 8~gravated by.the inter
ference of prominent politicians outside of the Territory. 

The foregoing is but a faint outline of the fearful condition of things 
which ruled KanllA.s and convulsed the nation. The full picture will 
be drawn hy the iron pen of impart.ial history, and the actors in the 
variou8 8cenes will be assigned ~heir trne positions. 

I came here a stranger to your difficulties, without prejudice, with 
a solemn sense of my official obligations, and with & lofty resolution 
to put a speedy termination to events so fr.augLt with evil, and 'Which, 
if unchecked, 'Would have fioated the country into the most bloody 
civil war. 

Hesitation, or partisan affiliations, 'Would have rellulted in certain 
failure, and only served further to complicate affairs. To restore pp.ace 
and order, and relieve the people from the evils under which they were 
laboring, it was necessary that an impartial, independent and jU8~ 
policy 8hould be adopted, which 'Would embrace in its protection all 
good citizens, without diBtinction of party, and sternly puni8h all bad 
men who continued to disturb:the publio tranquillity. Accordingly, 
my inaugural address and proclamations were immediately circulated 
among the peop'.e, in order that they might have early notice of my 
intentions. 

On the fourteenth day of September reliable informatio, was re
ceived that A. large body of armed men were marching to attack Hickory 
Point, on the north side of the Kansas river. I immediately de
spatched a squadron of United States dragooDs, wit.h inst-ructions to 
capture and bring to this place any persons whom they might find 
acting in violation of my proclamation. In pursuance of these in
structionB, one hundred and one prisoners were taken, brought here, 
and committed for trial. 

While a portion of' the army 11'88 performing this duty, I 11'88 ad
vised that a large body of men was approaching the town of Lawrence, 
determined upon its destruction. 1 at once ordered three hundred 
United States troops to that place, and repaired there in person. 
Within four miles of Lawrence I found a force of twenty-seven hun
dred men, conl!i8tin~ of citizens of this Territory and other places, 
organised 88 territolJal militia, under a proclamation of the late acting 
governor. I disbanded this force, ordering the various companies 
composing it to repair to tlleir respective places of rendezvous, there 
to be mUBtered out of service. My orders were obeyed; the militia 
retired to their homes; the effusion of blood 11'88 prevented; the pre
servation of Lawrence effected; and a great 8tep made towards the 
restoration of peace and confidence. 

To recount my various official acts, following each other in qllick 
8uccession under your immediate observation, would be a work of 
lIupererogation, and would occupy more space than the limits of an 
executive message would justify. My executive minutes, containing 
a truthful history of my official tranll8ctions, with the policy which 
dictated them, have been forwarded to the general government, and are 
open to the inspection of the country. 

In relation to any alterations or modifications of the territorial 
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statutes which I might deem advisable, I promised. in my inaugural 
address to direct public attention at the proper time. In the progre88 
of events that time has arrived, and you are the tribunal to which my 
suggestions must be submitted. On this subject I bespeak your can
did attention, as it has an inseparable connexion with the prosperity 
and happiness of the people. 

It has already been remarked that the Territories of the United 
States are the common property of the citizens of the several States. 
It may be likened to a joint ownershi p in an estate, and no conditions 
should be imposed or restrictions placed upon the equal enjoyment of 
the benefits arising therefrom which will do the least injustice to any 
of the owners, or which is not contemplated in the tenure by which 
it il held, which is no le88 than the Constitution of the United States, 
the sole bond of the American Union. This being the true position, 
no obstacle should be interposed to the free, speedy, and general set
tlement of this Territory. 

The durability and imperative authority of a State constitntion, 
when the interests of the people require a State government, and a 
direct popnlar vote is necessary to give it sanction and effect, will be 
the popular occasion, once for all, to decide the ~rave political questions. 
which underlie a well regulated commonwealth. 

Let this, then, be the touchstone of' your deliberations. Enact no 
law which will not clearly bear the constitutional test; and if any 
lawl have been passed which do not come np to this standard, it is 
your solemn duty to sweep them from the statute book. 

The territorial government should abstain from the exercise of 
authority not clearly delegated to it, and should permit all doubtful 
question to remain in abeyance until the formation of a State consti
tution. 

On the delicate and exciting question of slavery, a subject which 80 
peculiarly engaged the attention of Congress at the passage of our organic 
act, I cannot too earnestly invoke yoU' to permit it to remain where 
the Constitution of the United States and that act place it-subject to 
the decisiou of the courts upon all points arising during our present 
infaut condition. 

The repeal of the Missonri line, which was a restriction on popular 
sovereignty, anew consecrated the great doctrine of self-government, 
aud restored to the people their full control over every question of in-
terest to themselves, both north and south of that line. . 

Justice to the country, and the dictates of sound policy, require that 
the legislature should confine itself to such subjects as will preserve 
the baSis of entire equality; and when a sufficient population is here, 
and they choose to adopt a State government, that they shall be "per
fectly free," without let or hindrance, to form all their domestic in
stitutions "in their own way," and to dictate that form of government 
which, in their deliberate judgment, may be deemed proper. 

Any attempt to incite servile insurrection, and to interfere with the 
domestic institutions of sovereign States, is extremely reprehensible, 
and shaH receive no countenance from me. Such intervention can re
sult in no good, but is pregnant with untold disasters. Murder, 
anoD, rapine, and death follow in its wake, while not one link in the 
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fetters of the slave is weakened or broken, or any amelioration in his 
condition secured. Such interference is a direct invasion of State 
rightll, only calculated to produce irritation and estrangement. 

Every dictate of self-respect j every consideration of State equality; 
the ~lories of the past and the hopes of the future j all, with soul
stirnng eloquence, constrain us to cultivate a reyerential awe for the 
Constitution, as the sheet-anchor of our safety, and bid us, in good 
faith, to carry out all its provisions. 

Many of the statutes are excellent, and suited to our wants and con
dition j but in order that they may receive that respect and sanction, 
which is the vital principle of 0.11 law, let such be abolished as are not 
eminently just, and will not receive the fullest approbation of the peo
ple. I trust you will test them all by the light of the general and 
fundamental principles of our gO\'ernment, and that all that will no~ 
bear this ordeal be revised. amended, or repealed. In some of tbem, 
which strike my mind as ebjectionable, your candid and special atten
tion is respectfully invited. 

By carefully comparing the organic act, as printed in the statutes, 
with a certified copy of the same from the Department of State, im
portant discrepancies, omissions and additions will be discovered. I 
therefore recommend the appointment of a committee, to compare 
the printed statntes with the original rolls on file in the secretary's 
office, to ascertain whether the same liberty has been taken with the 
act under which they were made. 

Of the numerous errors discovered by me in the copy of the organic 
act &8 printed in the statutes, I will reter to one in illustration of my 
meaning. In the 29th section, defining the executive authority, will 
be found the following striking omi88ion: "against the laws of said 
Territory, and reprieves for offences." This omission impairs the 
executive authority, and deprives the governor of the pardoning 
power for offences committed against the laws of the Territory, 
whicb Congress, for the wisesi and moat 'humane reasons, has con
ferred upon him. 

The organic act requires every bill to be presented to the governor, 
and demands his signature &8 the evidence of his approval, before it 
can become a law. The statutes are defective in this respect, as they 
do not contain the date of' approval, nor the proper evidence of that 
fact, by baving the governor's signature. 

Your attention is invited to chapter 30, in relation to county boun
daries. The boundary of Douglas county is imperfect, and, in con
nexion with Shawnee county, is an absurdity for both counties. The 
boundary lines of all the counties should be absolutely etltab1ished. 

Chd.pter 44, establishing the probate court, also requires attention. 
The net is good generally, so far as it relates to the organization and 
duties of the court. But all provisions in this and other acts vesting 
the appointment of probate judges, county commissioners and other 
public officers in the legislative &88embly, should at once be repealed, 
and the unqualified right of election conterred upon the people, whose 
interests are immediately affected by the acts of' those officials. The 
free and unrestricted right; of the people to select all their own agents 
is a maxim so well settled in political ethics, and springs 80 legiti-
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mately from the doctrines of self-government, that I need only allude 
to the question to satisfy everyone of its justice. The" people must 
be perfectly free" to regulate their own business in their own way; 
and when the voice of the majority is fairly expressed, all will bow to 
it 88 the voice of God. Let the people, then, ntle in everything. I 
have every confidence in the virtue, intelligence, and" sober thought" 
of the toiling millions. The deliberate popular judgment is never 
wrong. When, in times of excitement, the popular mind may be 
temporarily obscured from the dearth of correct inform"tion or 
the mists of passion, the day of retribution and justice speedily fol
lows, and a summary reversal is the certain result. Just and patri
otic sentiment is a sure reliance for every honest public servant. The 
eovereignty of the peOple must be maintained. 

Section 15th of this act allows writs of habeas corpus to be issued 
by th~ probate Judge, but leaves him no authority to hear the case 
and grant justIce, but refers the matter to the" next term of the dis
trict court." The several terms of the district court are at stated 
periods, and the provision alluded to amounts to a denial of' justice 
and a virtual suspension of" the great writ of liberty," contrary to 
the letter and spirit of the Constitution of the United ~tates. 

Many provisions of chapter 66, entitled "elections," are ohjectiona
ble. Section 1 ith, reCJuiring certain fC test oaths" as prerequisites to 
the right of suffrage, IS wrong, unfair, and unequal upon citizens of 
different sections of the Union. It is exceedingly invidIOUS to require 
obedience to any special enactment. The peculiar features of these 
test oaths should be abolished, and all citizens presumed to be law
abiding and patriotic until the contrary clearly appears. ~WOl"D 
obedience to particular statutes has seldom secured that object. Jus
tice will ever commend itself to the support of all honest men; and 
the surest means of insuring the ready execution of law is, to make 
it so pre-eminently just, equal and impartial as to command the re
spect of those whom it is intended to affect. 

Section 36 deprives electors of the great safeguard of the purity and 
independence of the elective franchise-I mean the right to vote by 
ballot-and after the first day of November, 1856, requires all voting to 
bet1iva ooee. This provision, taken in connexion with section 9, which 
provides that "if all the votes offered cannot be taken before the hour 
appointed for closing the polls, the judges shall, by public proclama.,. 
tion, adjourn such election until the following day, when the polls 
shall again be opened, and the election continued as before," &c., 
offers great room for fraud and corruption. Voting viva vace, the 
condition of the poll can be ascertained at any moment. If the par· 
ties having the election of officers are likely to be defeated, they have 
the option of adjourning, for the purpose of drumming up votes j or, 
in the insane desire for victory, may be tempted to resort to other 
means even more reprp.hensible. The right of voting by ballot is now 
incorpora.ted into the constitutions of nearly all the States, and is 
classed with the privileges deemed sacred. The arguments in its 
favor are so numerous and overwhelming, that I have no hesitation in 
recommending its adoption. The election law should be carefully 
examined, and such guards thrown around it as will moat effectively 
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secure the sanctity of the ballot-box aud preserve it from the taint of 
a single illegal vote. The man who will deliberately tamper with 
the elective franchise and dare to offer an illegal vote, strikes at the 
foundation of jUhtice, undermines the pillars of society, applies the 
torch to the temple of our liberties, and should receive severe punish
ment. As a qualification for voting, a definite period of actual inhab
itancy in the Territory, to the exclusion of a home elsewhere, should 
be rigidly prescribed. No man should be permitted to vote upon a 
floating residence. He should have resided within the Territory for 
a period of not less than ninety days, and in the district where he 
offers to vote at least ten days immediately preceding such election. 
All the voters should be registered and published for a certain time 
previous to the election. False votin~ should be severely punished, 
and false swearing to receive a vote viSited with the pains and penalties 
of perjury. 

In this connexion, your attention is also invited to chapter 92, en
titled "jurors." This chapter leaves the selection of jurors to the 
absolute discretion of the marshal, sheriff, or constable, as the case 
may he, and affords great room for partiality and curruption. The 
names of all properly qualified citizens, without party distinction, 
should be thrown into a wheel or box, and at stated periods, under the 
order of the courts, jurors should be publicly drawn by responsible 
persons. Too many safeguards cannot be thrown around the right of 
trial by jury, in order that it may still continue to occupy that cher
ished place in the affections of the people so essential to its preserva
tion and sanctity. 

Some portions of chapter 110, "militia," infringes the executive 
prerogative, impairs the -governor's usefulness, and clearly conflicts 
with the organic act. This act requires the executive to reside in the 
Territory, and makes him" commander-in-chief of the militia." This 
power must be vested some place, and is always conferred upon the 
chief magistrate. Section 26 virtually confers this almost sovereign 
prerogative "upon any commissioned officer," and permits him 
"whenever, and as often as any invasion or danger may come to his 
knowledge, to order out the militia or volunteer corps, or any part 
thereof, under his commaud, for the defeuce of the Territory," &0.; 
thus almost giviug "any commissioned officer" whatever, at his 
option, the pow;er to involve the Territory in war. 

Section 12 provides for 0. general militia training on tlle first Mon
day of October, the day fixed for the general election. This is wrong, 
and is well calculated to incite to terrorism. The silent ballots of the 
people, unawed by military display, should quietly and definitely 
determine all questions of public interest. 

The other sections of the law, requiring the appointment of field 
and commissioned officers, should he repealed. All officers should 
derive their authority directly from their respective commands, by 
election. To make the military system complete and effective, there 
must be entire subordination and unity running from the commander
in-chief to the humblest soldier, and one spirit must animate the entire 
system. 

The 122d chapter, in relation to "patrols," is unnecessary. It 
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renders all other propf'rty liable to heavy taxation for the protection 
of slave property; thus operating unequally upon citizens, and is 
liable t-o the odious charge of being a system of espionage, as it au
thorizes the patrols, an indefinite number of whom may be appointed, 
to visit B.ot only negro quarters, but any other places suspected of 
unlawful assemblages of slaves. 

Chapter 131, "pre-emption," squanders the school fund byappro
priating the school sections contrary to the organio aot, which 
provides "that sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in each 
township in Kansa.s Territory shall be, and the same are hereby, 
reserved for the purpose of being applied to schools in said Territory, 
and in the States and Territories to be erected out of' the same ;" 
contravenes the United States pre-emption laws, which forbid traffic
ing in claims, and holding more than one claim; and directs the 
governor to grant patents for lands belonging to the United States, 
and only conditionally granted to the Territory. This act is directly 
calculated to destroy the effect of a mnnificent grant of land by Con
gress for educational purpOires. The Territory is the trustee of this 
valuable gift, and posterity has a right to demand of us that this 
sacred trust shall remain unimpared in order that the blessings of 
free education may be shed upon our children. 

Every State should have the best educational system which an 
intelligent government can provide. The physical, moral, and men
tal faculties should be cultIvated in harmonious unison, and that 
system of education is the best which will effect these objects. Con
gress bas already providt-d for the support of common schools. In 
addition to this, I would recommend the legislature to ask Congress 
to donate land lying in this Territory for the establishment of a 
university, embracing a normal, agricultural and mechanioal school. 
A university thus endowed would be a blessing to our people; dis
seminate useful and scientific intelligence; provide competent teachers 
for our primary schools; and furnish a complete system of education 
adequate to our wants in 0.11 the departments of life. 

The subject of roads, bridges, and highways merit your especial 
attention. Nothiug adds more to comfort, convenience, prosperity, 
and happiness, and more greatly promotes social intercourse and kind 
teeling, than easy and convenient intercommunication. Roads should 
be wide aud straight, and the various rivers and ravines substantially 
bridged. 

Railroads should be encouraged; and in granting charters, the 
legislature should have in view the interests of the whole people. 
The prosperity of the Territory is intimately conneoted with the 
early and general construction of the rapid and satisfactory means of 
transit. 

While on the subject of internal improvement, I would call to 
your notice, and solicit for it your serious consideration, the opening, 
at the earliest period, of a more easy means of communication with 
the seaboard than any we at present enjoy. One great obstacle to 
our prosperity is the immense distance we occupy from all the great 
maritime depots of the country by any of the routes now travelled. 
This can be removed by the constructiou of a ra.ilwa.y, commencing 
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at an appropriate place in this Territory, and running southwardly 
through the Indian territoty and Tt>XRs, to the most eligible point 
on the Gulf of Mexico. The entire length of such a road would not 
exceed six hundred miles, much less than half the distance to the 
Atlantic, and, at an ordinary speed of railroad travel, could be tra
versed in less than twenty-four hours. It wOllM pass through a country 
remarkable for beauty of scenery, fertility of soil, and salubrity of 
climate, and which has properly been styled" the Eden of the world," 
and wouM open up new sources of wealth superior to any that have 
yet been discovered on the eastern division of the continent. It would 
place Kansas, isolated as she now is, in as favorable a position for 
commercial enterprise as very many of the mOllt populous States in 
the Union, and furnish her a surE', easy, and profitllble market for 
her products, as well as a safe, expeditious, and economical means of 
obtaining all her needed supplies at every season of the year. You 
will not tail at once to perceive the importance of this suggestion ; not 
only Kansas and Nebraska, but the entire country west of the Mis
sissippi, will be vastly benefitted by its adoption. The 8Ilvantages to 
Texas would be incalculable. And should you be favorably impressed. 
with the feasibility of the plan, I would advise that you communicate, 
in your legislative capacIty, with the legislature of the State, and 
that, also, of the Territory of Nebraska, in regard to the most effecmal 
measures for its tlpeedy accomplishment. 

Chapter 149, permitting settlers to hold three hundred and twenty 
acres of land, is in violation of the pre-emption laws, and leads to 
contention and litigation. 

Chapter 161, relating to " slaves," attacks the equality which un
derlies the theory of our territoria.l government, and destroys the 
freedom of speech and the privileges of' public discussion, so essential 
to uncloak error, and enable the people properly to mould their in
stitutions in their own way. The freedom of' speech and the llress, 
and the right of public discussion upon all mattersaft'ectingthe lDter
ests of the people, are the great constitutional safeguards of popular 
rights, liberty and happinesll. 

The act in relation to a territorial library, makes the auditor ex
officio librarian, and gives him authority to audit his own accounts. 
These offices should be distinct, as their duties con1lict. 

The congressional appropriation for a territorial library has 'been 
expended in the purchase of a very valuable collection of books. 

Time and space will not permit me to point out all the inconsistenciea 
and incongruities fonnd in the Kansas Statutes. Passed as they were, 
under the in1luence of excitement, and in too brief a period to secure 
mature deliberation, many of them are open to criticism and cen8ure, 
and should pass under your careful revision, with a view to modication 
or repeal. Some which have been most loudly complained of have 
never been enforced. It is a bad principle to suffer dead letter laws 
to deface the statute book. It impairs salutary reverence for law, 
and excites in the popular mind a questioning of all law, which leads 
to anarchy and confusion. The best way is to leave no law on the 
statute book which is not uniformly and promptly to be administered 
with the authority and power of the government. 
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In travelling through the rrerritory, I have discovered great anxiety 
in relation to the damages sustained during the past civil disturbances, 
and everywhere the question has been asked as to whom they shonld 
look for indemnity. These injuries-burning houses, plundering 
fields, and stealing horses, and other property-have been a fruitful 
source of irritatiou and trouble, and have impoverished many good 
citizeus. They cannot be considered as springing from purely local 
causes, and, &8 such, the subjects of territorial redresl!1. Their exciting 
cause has been outside of this Territory, and the agents in their per
petration have been the citizens of nearly every State in the UnIOn. 
I t has been a species of national warfare waged upon the soil or 
Kansas; and it should not be forgotten that both parties were com
posed of men rushing here from various sections of the Union; that 

. both committed acts which no law can justify; and the peaceable cit
izens of Kansas have been the victims. In adjusting the q nestion of 
damages, it appears proper that a broad and comprehensive view of 
the subject should be taken; and I have accordingly suggested to the 
general government the propriety of recommending to Congress the 
passage of' an act providing for the appointment of a commissioner, 
to tAke testimony and report to Congress for final action, at as early 
a day as possible. 

There is not a single officer in the Territory amenable to the people 
or to the governor; all having been appointed by the legislature, 
and holding their offices until 1857. This system of depriving the 
people of the just exercise of their rights cannot be too strongly con
demned. 

A faithful performance of duty should be exacted from all public 
officers. 

As the executive, I desire that the most cordial relations may exist 
between myself and all other departments of the government. 

Homesteads should be held sacred. Nothing so much strengthens 
a government as giving its citizens a solid stake in the country. I 
am in favor of assuring to every industrious citizen one hundred and 
sixty acrcs of land. 

The money appropriated by Congress for the erection of our capitol 
has been nearly expended. I have asked for an additioual appropria
tion of fifty thousand dollars, which will scarcely be sufficient to com
plete the building upon the plan adopted by the architect. 

Where crime has been so abundant, the necessity for a territorial 
penitentiary is too evident to require elaboration, and I have there
fore suggested a congressional appropriation for this purpose. 

The Kansas river, the natural channel to the west, which runs 
through a valley of unparalleled fertility, e.n be made navigable as 
far as Fort Riley, a distance of over one hundred miles, and Congress 
.. hould be petitioned for aid to accomplish this laudable purpose. Fort 
Riley has been built, at an expense exceeding five hundred thousand 
dollars, with the expectation that the river was navigable to that place, 
and donbtless the general government will readily unite with this 
Territory to secure this object. 

A geological survey developing the great mineral resources of this 
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Territory is so necessary as merely to require notice. Provision for 
this useful work should immediately be made. 

The early disposal of the public lands and their settlement will 
materiaUy advance our substantial prosperity. Great anxiety prevails 
among the settlers to SE-cure titles to their lands. 'l'he facilities for 
this purpose, by but one land office in the Territory, are inadequate 
to the public wants,and I have consequently recommended the establish
rueut of two or more additional land offices in such positions as will 
best accommodate the people. 

After mature consideration, and from a thorough conviction of its 
propriety, I have suggested large congressional appropriations. The 
coming immigration, attracted by our unrivalled soil and climate, will 
speedily furnish the requisite population to make a sovereign State. 
Other Territories have been for years the recipients of congre88ional 
bounty, and a similar amount of money and land bestowed upon them 
during a long period should at once be given to Kansas, as, like the 
Eureka State, she will spring into full life, and the prosperity of the 
Territory, and the welfare and protection of the people coming here 
from every State of the Union, to test anew the experiment of republi
can government, require ample and munificent appropriations. 

As citizens of a Territory, we are peculiarly and immediately under 
the protecting influence of the Union, and, like the inhabitants of the 
States comprising it, feel a lively interest in all that concerns its wel
fare and prosperity. Within the last few years sundry conflicting 
questions have been agitated~throughout the country, and discussed in 
a spirit calculated to impair confidence in its strength and perpetuity, 
and furnish abundant cause for apprehension and alarm. These 
questions have mostly been of a local or sectional character, and, as 
such,lIhould never have acquired general significance or importance. 
All American citizens should divest themselves ofselfish considerations 
in relation to :public affairs, and in the spirit of patriotism make dispas
sionate inquisl'-ion into the causes which have produced much alienation 
and bitterness among men whom the highest considerations require 
IIhould be united in the bonds of fraternal fellowship. All Union
loving men should unite upon a platform of reason, equality and 
patriotism. All sectionalism should he annihilated. All sections of 
the Union should be harmonized under a national, conservative gov
ernment, as during the early days of the republic. The value of the 
Union is beyond computation, and no respect is due to those who will 
even dare to calculate its value. One of our ablest statesmen has 
wisely and eloquently said: "who shall assign limits to the achieve-

'ments of' free minds and free hands under the protection of this glo
rioull Union? No treason to mankind since the organization of society 
would be equal in atrocity to that of him who would lift his hand to 
destroy it. He would overthrow the noblest structure of human 
wisdom which protects himself and his fellow man. He would stop 
the progress of free government, and involve his country either in 
anarchy or despotism. He would extinguish the fire of liberty which 
warms and animates the hearts of happy millions, and invites all the 
nations of the earth to imitate our example." 

That soldier-President, whose exploits in the field were only equal-
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led by his wisdom in the cabinet, with that singular sa~acity which 
has stamped with the seal of prophecy all his foreshadowlDgs, has re
'Pud\ated, as morbid and unwise, that philanthropy which looks to 
the amalgamation of the American with any inferior race. The white 
man, with his intellectual energy, far reaching science, and indomita
ble perseverence, is the peculiar object of my sympathy, and should 
receive the especial protection and support of government. In this 
Territory there are numerous "Indian reserves," of ma~nificent ex
tent and choice fertility, capable of sustaining a dense civilized popula
tion, now held unimproved by numerous Indian tribes. These tribes 
are governed by Indian agents, entirely independent of the executive 
of this Territory, and are, indeed, governments within a government. 
Frequent aggression upon these reserves are occurring, which have 
produced collisions between the J ndian agents and the settlers, who 
appeal to me for protection. Seeing 80 much land nnoccupied and un
improved, these enterprising pioneers naturally question the policy 
which excludes them from soil devoted to no useful or legitimate pur
~. Impressed with the conviction that the large Indian reserves, 
If permitted to remain in their present condition, cannot fail to exer
cise a blighting influence on the prosperity of Kansas, and result in 
great injury to the Indians themselves, I shall be pleased to unite 
with the legislature in any measures deemed advisable, looking to the 
speedy extinguishment of the Indian title to all surplus land lying in 
this Territory, so as to throw it open for settlement and improvement. 

For official action, I know no better rule than a conscientious con
viction of duty-none more variable than the vain attempt to concil
iate temporary prejudice. Principles and justice are eternal; and if' 
tampered with, sooner or later the sure and indignant verdict of pop': 
war condemnation against those who are untrue to their leadings Wlll 
be rendered. Let us not be false to our country, our duty, and our 
constituents. The triumph of truth and principle, not of partisan 
and selfish objects, should be our steady purpose; the general welfare, 
and not the interests of the few, are our sole aim. Let the past, \vhich 
few men can review with satisfaction, be forgotten. Let us not deal 
in criminations and recriminations; but, as far as possible, let us make 
restitution, and offer regrets for past excesses. The dead, whom the 
madness of partisan fury has consigned to premature graves, cannot 
be recalled to life; the insults, the outrages, the robberies and mur
ders, "enough to stir a fever in the blood of age" in this world of 
imperfection and guilt, can never be fully atoned for or justly punish
ed. The innocent blood, however, shall not cry in vain for redress, 
as we are promised by the great Executive of the Universe, whose 
power is almighty and whose knowledge is perfect, that He "will re-

pa!;;o fight in ajust cause, an·1 for our country's glory, is the best 
office of the best of men." Let" justice be the laurel" which crowns 
your deliberations; let your aims be purely patriotic, and your sole 
purpose the general welfare and the substantial interests of the whole 
people. If we fix our steady gaze upon the Constitution and the 
organic act as "the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night," 
our footsteps will never wander into any unknown or forbidden paths. 
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Then will this legislative assembly be as a beacon light, placed hi,h 
in the pages of our history, sheding its luminous and benign 1n
fluence to the moat remote generations i its members will be remem
bered with veneration and respect 88 among the early fathers of the 
magnificent com 1l0nwealth , which in the not dil'tant future will 
overshadow with its protection a population of freemen unsurpaued 
by any State in this beloved Union for intelligence, wealth, religion, 
and all the elements which make and insure the true greatness of a 
nation; the present citizens of Kansas will rejoice in the benefits con
ferred; the mourning and gloom, which too long, like a pall, have 
covered the veople, will be dispersed by the sunshine of joy with which 
they will hail the advent of pe"ce founded upon justice; we will enter 
upon " career of unprecedented prosperity; good feeling and con
fidence will prevail; the just rule of' action which you a.re about to 
establish will be recognized; the entire country, now watching your 
deliberations with momentous interest, will award you their enthusi
astic applause; and, above and over all, you will have the sanction of 
your own conRciences, enjoy self-respect, and meet with divine appro
bation, without which all human praise is worthless and unavaihng. 

LECOMPTON, KANSAS TERRITORY, 
January 12, 1857. 

Visit, 01 committees. 

JNO. W. GEARY. 

A committee from the convention named in yesterday's minutes 
called upon the governor, inviting him, agreeably to a resolution to 
that effect, to a seat in their meetings, aud to take part in their 
deliberations. A committee from the council of' the legislative assembly 
also visited the executive, asking information respecting the resignation 
of Edward Chapman, a member of the council, who stands accused be
fore the legal tribunals of the charge of murder in the first degree, 
committed in the town of Lawrence. 

The governor communicated to this committee certain information 
touching the charge against Chapman, and placed in their hands papers 
upon the lubject, which they embodied in a report to the council, which 
proving satisfactory to that body, the seat of' Chapman was declared 
vacant; whereupon the governor issued the following 

Writ 0/ election. 

EXECUTIVB OFFICE, 
Lecomptcm" K. T., January 13, 1857. 

To Ute ,keriff 0/ Douglas county: 
SIR: You are hereby directed to hold an election, a.ccording to law, 

on Monday, the 26th January, 1857, in that portion of Douglli8 county 
embraced within the limits of'the first election district, for one member 
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of the council, to supply the vacancy occasioned by tbe adoption of a 
resolution by the council on tbe 13th January instant, declaringtbe seat 
beld by Ed wind Chapman to be V8Cl!tnt. 

You will, of course, givd due notice at all the public places in the 
county, by written or printed advertisement, of the time and places of 
said election. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor 0/ Ka1&8a8 Territqry. 

A copy of the foregoing writ was served on the sheriff of J ohn80D 
county. 

JANUARY 14. 

Commissions were issued to Andrew Updegraff aDd Lorange D 
Williams, as justiCf>s of the peace, and James Black, 88 constable of 
Lykens county. 

JANUARY 15. 
Commissions were issued to P. R. King, as county commissioner 

for the county of Atchison, to fill a vacaucy occasioned by the resig
nation of William Young; and Thomas J. Thompson, as assessor of 
Atchison county. 

EXECUTIVB DBPARTMBNT, 
Lecompton, K. T., January 16, 1857. 

DEAR SIR: Please send two dragoons, (mounted,) with two day's 
rations, immediately to report to Deputy Marshal Pardee, and oblige, 

Yours, &c., 

Captain NEWBY, 
Oommanding near Lecomptoo. 

JNO. W. GEARY, 
GO'I}ernor 0/ Ka1&8a8. 

JARUARY 17. 
CommissioDs were issued to Joshua Sporing, ot' Philadelphia, as 

commissioner of deeds for the State of Pennsylvania; Cal.vin C: Burt, 
&8 commissioner of deeds at St. Louis, for the State of MISSOUfl; aad 
Joseph Abraham, of Cincinnati, as commissioner of deeds for the 
State of Ohio. 

Ex. Doc. 17-9 
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Letter to the Secretary of State. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., January 19, 1857. 

SIR: You will receive by the mail which carries this a transcript of 
my executive minutes, from Decembflr 8 to 31, inclusive. 

Tuesday, the 5th inst., being the time appointed for the assembling 
of the so-called" State legislature," some of its members met on that 
day at Topeka, but as the number was not sufficiently large to form 
a quorum, as required by their constitution, no 'Organization was 
effected j the only business therefore transacted was t.he adoption of a 
memorial to Congress, which has doubtless reached that body. 

As some apprehensions had been entertained in regard to the prob
able results of this meeting, I had taken every necessary precaution 
to guard against any unlawful or evil consequences. I had received 
from Dr. Robinson the assurance that it was his purpose to abandon 
his pretensions to the office of governor of Kansas, by sending his 
resignation to that legislature, and also the assurance that Mr. 
Ro;,erts, the "lieutenant governor," would not be present at the 
meeting. I was therefore tully convinced that the Topeka State or
ganization would ,be dissolved on that occasion. Yet, notwithstanding 
this, I had " confidential agent at hand to give me timely notice of 
everything that transpired, and was prepared to act as circumstances 
might require. 

Certain parties, however, seemed unwilling to leave this subject in 
my hands, and trust its management to my discretion. Hence plans 
were adopted, without my knowledge, well calculated, had they not 
been frustrated, to thwart my peaceful intentions and excite renewed 
bitternesR between the opposing political parties of the Territory. A 
writ for the arrest of the Topeka legislators had been issued by Judge 
Cato, on the oath of' Sheriff Jones, which was served by Dt-puty 
Marshal Pardee on the persons assembled, who, without resistance 
or hesitation, yielded themselves as prisoners. Judge Cato was apprised 
of this fact, and on the following morning repaired to Topeka, to 
which place the prisoners had been conveyed, where he gave them a 
hearing and liberated them on bail in their own recognizance of five 
hundred dollars each. Thus has ended, I presume, the Topeka legia
lature, which has so long been troubling the minds of the excitab'e 
citizens of the Territory. 

Notwithstanding the vaporing of certain disaffected persons, too f~w 
and insignificant to merit particular attention, you may rest assured 
that we are still in the enjoyment of uninterrupted peace, and that 
everything around us gives the certain indication of its continuance 
and perpetnity. 

Lecompton has, for the last week or two, been the scene of more 
than usual activity. The legislative assembly, and a convention, 
to be held on Monday last the 12th instant, crowded the city with 
delegates and other strangers. The extraordinary severity of the 
weather, (the thermometer having fallen some thirty degrees helow 
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zero,) and the sparcity of proper accommodations have been sensibly 
felt by many of the visitors. 

Both branches of the legislative assembly were duly orgauized on 
the day appointed, and have been in sessiou more thana week. Very 
little buslDess has yet been transacted, and none that requires especial 
notice. 

The convention, composed of delegates from various sections of the 
Territory, also met and organized on the same day as the legislature. 
The purposes of this couvention were not clearly defined, and appeared 
to lk very imperfectly understood even by its members. It seemed, 
however, that none but pro-slavery men were to be admitted to its 
deliberations, which were to be governed by their peculiar proclivities. 
It remained in session several days, when it adjourned line die, having 
transacted no other business than the adoption of a series ot' resolutions, 
the especia.l objects of which appear to have been the assumption of 
the name of " Na.tional Democracy" and the denunciation of some of 
my official acts. But few persons took part in this meeting; and 
should no material benefit arise from it, there is satisfaction in know
ing that it ca.n produce no serious harm. 

Copies of my annual message to the legislative assembly were for
warded to you by the last mail, the matter and spirit of which I trust 
will meet your approbation. 

With sentiments of sincere regard, I am, very truly, your obedient 
servant, 

Hon. W. L. MARCY, 

JNO. W. GEARY, 
Governor 0/ KaMas. 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. O. 

The foregoing is a. true copy of the executive min.utes <,>f Kans&8-
l'erritory from the 1st to the lUth of January, 1857, lDcluslve. 

, JOHN H. GIHON, 
Secretary to the Goveraor. 

JANUay 20. 
OounciJ, billa. 

The clerk of the council presented two bills to the governor for his 
approval they having passed both branches of the legislative as
aembly. 'They were en~itled: "An act to authorize cou.rte and judges 
toadmit to bail in certa.1D cases;" and "An act regulating marks and 
brands." 
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JANUARY 21. 
Report 0/ the .A.4jutant General. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Tecumseh, K. T., December 31, 1856. 

8IR: It is made my duty, by the statutes, to reporttoyouannuaUy, 
and previous to the meeting of the legislative assembly, the Rtrength 
and condition of the different corps, and the numb:~ and qualit.y of 
the arms and accoutrements of the Kansas militia, and, in order to 
enable me to do so, it is made the duty of the captains of volunteer 
companies, and the colonels or commandants of regiments to consolidate 
the reports of their captains and make a return thereof to thit~ office, 
twenty days previous to the meeting of the legislative assembly. 
They shall at the same time give a local descriftion, and the bounds 
of company districts composing the regimenta district which they 
comma.nd. Ha.ving delayed 8S long as posiible to make my report, 
hoping the requirements of the law would be fulfilled by the officers 
commanding, I am pained to report their almost entire neglect to do 
80, having only received at this office the return of one full regiment, 
one regiment partially organized, and the report of Colonel Yager, 
which contains such information as may be satisfactory, and is hereto 
subjoined. Also the report of five volunteer companies, and these re
turns I consolidate and herewith transmit. 

I will take occasion to report to your excellency that the enrollment 
of the militia, anthorized by your proclamation September 11, has, from 
unknown cause, been neglected. It Dlay possibly be the fault of tbe 
law governing and organizing the militia, or the neglect of the superior 
officers. Upon careful examination, I can but adhere to the opinion 
that the provisions are ample and sufficient for the enrollment, and if 
complied with, there would have been a thorough organization of the 
militia. The statutes contemplate that the major general of each di
vision, and brigadier general of each brigade, and colonel of each re
giment, shall in like manner define the boundaries of the several regi
mental districts; the colonel or commandant of each regiment shall 
likewise define the boundaries of the company districts within its 
regimental district. 

Complaints, from various quarters of the Territory, have been made 
to me about the tailure on the part of the general officers to locate and 
define the boundaries of their respective commands. The next import
ant step towards organization is the appointment of the subordinates 
of each regiment, by the brigadiers general aud colonel commanding. 

After having taken these preliminary steps, I can conceive no great 
difficulty in enrolling the militia, as the captains are empowered and 
required to enroll all free male citizens between the ages of eighteen 
and forty. five years, residing within the bounds of their respective 
company districts. Indeed, unless there is a complete enrollment of 
all able bodied men, capable of bearing arms, nothing can be done 
towards the organization or discipline of the militia. No system of 
public defence can be sustained, which is based upon an organizath 
politico militaire. It is mischievous in itt! tendency, and is calculated 
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to exasperate the Im·judices heretofore existing, and thus render it 
impracticable and futile. It is hopelesll to expect that men will mus
ter without some compulsory enactment, when such duty is exacted 
of all, irrespective of party or person. It is to be hoped that public 
tlpirit and patriotism will prompt every citizen to cheerfully render 
such ecrvice for the country. It is not presumed that the militia will 
become thoroughly disciplined, but a complete organization sbould be 
effected and sustained, without, however, subjecting the people to any 
great illconvenience. Some system, applicable to our circunstances, 
should be adoptl'd, establishing musters; a uniform course of tactical 
iustructions should be strictly observed; active and patriotic officers 
commi88iont:d, who are qualified to discipline and cl'mmand the militia 
wheu reqUIred. 

But before concluding, I would respectfully recommend a thorough 
organization of the militia, and to express the importance of this I 
will U86 the words of your proclamation, "It is the true policy of 
every State or Territory to be prepared ior any emergency that may 
aritl~ from internal dissensions or foreign invasion"," and although 
uDd~r your prompt and energetic administration everyone may reason
ably expect that peace and good order will prevail in Kansas, yet, in 
what condition are we to oppose insurrection, aggression, or invasion? 
Weare at this time as ill prepared to meet any great emergency 8.11 
we were twelve months ago. We then flattered oUTlielves that we re
posed in peace and security. But if the late unhappy troubles should 
be renewed, and the ordinary courses of law be found insufficient, 
the fearful alternative of arms resorted to, with a well organized 
militia the executive can suppress combinations to resist the govern
ment, and at all times maintain pu hlic order and law. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. J. STRICKLER, 

Adjutant General, KaMa8 Militia. 
His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY, 

Governor of Kan8a8. 
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TBCUMSBH, Decemhf:r 5, 1856. 
SIR: The statntt>.s require me to make a return to you annually, 

twenty days previous to the meeting of the legislative assembly, of 
the returns made to mEl by the captains of this regiment. 

I ha.ve to state that this regiment has not been organized. In March 
last I received an order from Brigadier General Heiskell, commanding 
me to attend a meeting of the officers of this brigade at Paoli, for 
the purpose of organizing the regiments composing his brigade. I 
made an effort to obey this order, but was prevented by sickness. 
Nevertheless I immediately wrote to General Heiskell, naming and 
recommending persons suitable for the several commissions in this 
regiment and required by statute to be appointed by the brigadier 
general and colonels for each brigade. Suffice it to say that if these 
recommendations were made known to the governor the persons were 
never commissioned, and hence refused to act. 

I received also in September last an order from General Heiskell 
commanding me to report to him at Palmyra, in Douglas county, with 
Buch force as I could gather. This order it was impossible for me to 
obey under the then existing circumstances, from the fact that at the 
time I was absent from the district by compulsion. So also was all 
the law and order men, (with few exceptions,) from lik.e cause. They 
had gone to Lecompton and placed themselves under General Rioh
ardson. 

The "northern army" had overrun the district and driven off the 
law and order settlers; and further, there having been no enrollment 
previous, everyone felt free to aot or not, as he pleased, and under 
whom he pleased. 

Nor can I give the local description and bounds of the several com
pany districts composing the regimental district, required by the 
statute, because the brigadier general (whose duty I presume it is) 
has never defined to me the limits of' this regimental district. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WM. 0 YAGER, 

Oolonel First Regiment, S. D. K. M. 
HIRAM J. STRICKLER, 

.Adjutant General, K. M. 

P. S. Find enclosed the return of John Martin of a partial enroll
ment of the militia in this vicinity made by him. Mr. Martin has been 
heretofore recommended by me for the commission of captain of com
pany "A" in this regiment, and upon the faith of this recommen
dation this return has been made. 

Respectfully, 
W. O. YAGER, 

Oolonel First Regiment. S. D. K. M. 
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Report of the .Auditor. 

AUDITOR'S ORIel, 
Lecompton, January 14, 1857. 

8m: Agreeably to request I transmit you a brief statement of the 
condition of'my office. I would say that the receipts from the dif
fArent counties are as follows: 

Leavenworth county roll tax, collected in the year 1855 
Doniphan county .. I •••••••••••••••••••••• I •••• , •• 1 ••••• , ••••••• , ••• 

Douglas ............................................................... . 
Atchison .............................................................. . 

$1,109 00 
332 00 
264 00 
205 40 

Total..... •.• ............... ............ ...... ...... ......... 1,910 40 
Amount of mileage and per centage allowed collectors, say 302 00 

Amount paid to treasurer............. ........................... 1,608 40 
--------

The countIes of Bourbon, Shawnee, Jefferson, and Riley, have 
made no settlements with the auditor, but at different times sent the 
respective amounts collected by them for poll tax, but have not made 
a settlement with the treasurer. 

The counties of Allen, AndersoD, Breckenridge, Calhoun, Frank
lin, Lykens. Linn, Madison, Marshall, and Nemaha, have not paid 
a dollar in the treasury. The other counties that have made plutial 
payments have not paid one-third of what my department have them 
charged. 

Hence your excellency will 8ee, by the abstract herein contained, 
the Territory has been practically without rtlvenue, owing to causes un
necessary to bring to your notice, as you are already well acquainted 
with them. 

In regard to the rerformance of the duty imposed by the law 
organizing my office, scarcely :find within the scope of my compre
hension a reliable 8uggestion to make. I t would seem that if we 
could have, on the part of the people of this Territory generally, a 
cordial acquiellcence in the execution of' law, that a respectable 
revenue would at once be secured, quite sufficient to meet the wants 
of the Territory. But I need not call your excellency' 8 attention to 
the fact, which is appa.rent, that hitherto the assessors have found it 
impossible to ascertain the amount of taxable property in many of 
the counties, and the sheriffs of the same dare not attempt the col
lection of revenue. 

In several of' the counties in which the assessments had been com· 
pleted, the people have been 80 harrassed by the many evils under 
which they have suffered, that they beg the indulgence of the col
lectors, and even refuse compliance with the Jaw. 

}'or these evils there would seem to be no remedy but the gradual 
change:which is to be looked for in the people's circumstances and 
opinions, for which I may hope from a cordial co-operation between 
your excellency and the legislature now in session. 
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Being required by law to report the condition of my office to the 
legislature, I have yet deemed It proper to send you this" abstract" 
of its present and prospective states; and, hoping it may be satis
factory, I have the honor to be your excellency's obedient servaDt, 

JOHN DONALDSON, 
.Acting 17'e08urer's Accounts. 

His Excellency J 00 W. GURY, 
GOO6'fflUr of Kans08. 

Report of tke Master 0/ Oonvicts. 

LECOMPTON, KANSAS TBRRITORY, 
January 10, 1857. 

8m: Haviug had the honor of receiving at your hands, on the 10th 
day of November, 1856, a commission &8 master of convicts in and 
for the Territory of Kansas, it now becomes my duty, in advance of 
the meeting of the legislature of the Territory, to report to yonr ex
cellency how the duties pertaining to my appointment have been dis
charged. 

On entering upon the duties of my office, there were reported to me 
twenty-two convlcts, in charge of Colonel Titus, then in command of 
the territorial militia. They remained in that position up to the 
25th of November, at which time eighteen were handed over to me, 
four having previously escaped from prison. One of the eighteen has 
since escaped from my custody. He hAS not yet been recaptured, 
although every eft'ort has been made to retake him. 

There has recently been added. to the number another prisoner, 
convicted of murder in the second degree, who is now held as pro
vided by law. 

The fact of there being no, place of safe confinement, or mea"" 
p'lacM at my diaposal/or their 8eCUrity, 08 the law require8, these 
prisoners are, to some extent, at large. I have endeavored to have 
them properly guarded. It is, however, a matter beyond all contro
versy, that the proper punishment for crime, and the consequent 
protection of life and property, demand the speedy erection of a 
penitentiary. There is now every pros~ot, (indeed, a certainty,) 
that, in a very short period, a large additional number of prisoners 
will be placed under the oharge of the master of convicts. How will 
it be possible to secure the ends of justice unless the proper authority 
immediately provides for their safe-keepin~? The great interests of 
the Territory, arising from a reliable security of person and property, 
indeed, au absolute necessity, demands that an appropriation be 
promptly made for the erection of a penitentiary. Until this be 
effected, there can be no freedom from apprehensions on the part of 
the community. 

Since the 25th of November I have endeavored to have the pris
oners legally and pro6tablyemployed at manual labor. For three 
weeks nearly the entire force was engaged. in accordance with the 
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directions of your excellency, in the erection of comfortable quarters 
for the troops of the United States in the vicinity of the capital. A 
very short time has remained to use them in other employments; 
even during this time I could not take advantage of the oJ?portuuity 
presented of making their labor profitable, and of realizlDg there
from a fund that might, under other circumstances, have gone far 
towards defraying the expenses of keepin~ and ,providing for them as 
directe«l by law. One of the principal dlfficultles in the way of the 
accomplishment of this desirable end has been a want of the neces
sary implements for labor. They could not be obtained from any 
point wlthin my reach j even if they could have been, there was no 
fund provided for their purchase. 

Again, the season has been so inclement that for many days the 
prisoners could not be employed, the principal labor having to be 
performed outside of any shelter to protect them. For these and 
other reasons the proceeds from convict labor have been comparatively 
trifling. The amount, however, will be duly accounted for and paid 
into the treasury of the Territory. 

Having had no money placed at my disposal for the payment of the 
required expenses, I have, to some extent, used my own means in 
procuring the necessary place of confinement, bedding, clothing, pro
visions, &c. For the balance I have used the credit of the Terri
tory. 

The liquidated amount of the indebtedness incurred is $535 28, 
and the unpaid portion of the same is $1,122 27, making a total in
debtedness of $1,657 47 to be provided for by the representatives 
about to assemble. That this appropril.,lotion will be promptly made I 
have not the most distant doubt, and that the financial credit of the 
Territory will be fully and honorably 8ustained. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
L. J. HAMPTON, 

Matlter of Oonvicts, Ka'IUJatl Territory. 
His Excellency JOHN W. GBARY, 

Governor 0/ Ka'lUJatl Territory. 

The foregoing reports, with those of the territorial treasurer and 
inspector ~eneral, were this day sent to the house of representatives 
of the legIslative assembly, with the following message: 

EXBOUTIVB DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., January 21, 185'1. 

GENTLEMEN Oll' THB LBGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY: I herewith send you re
ports, received at my department, of the adjutant general and inspec
tor general of the Territory, the territorial treasurer and auditor, and 
of the master of convicts. 

JOHN W. GEARY. 
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The following resolution, passed by the house of representatives of 
tbe legislative assembly, was this day handed to the governor by the 
clerk of that body. 

Re8Olution. 

" HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, January 19, 1857. 
"Re8olved, That his excellency the governor of the Territory of 

Kansas be respectfully requested to furnish this house with a state
ment of his reasons for not commissioning William T. Sherrard as 
8heriff of Douglas county. 

" R. C. BISHOP, Ohief Olerk." 

The Governor', Reply. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., January 21, 1857. 

GENTLEMEN: In reply to your resolution of the 19th instant, which 
was received late on the 20th, requesting me to furnish your body 
with a statement of my reasons for not commissioning William T. 
Sherrard, esq., as sheriff of Douglas county, I have the honor to state 
that, while I am disposed to accede to any reasonable request from the 
legislature, I regard that matter as a subject of inquiry only from the 
territorial courts. 

Prior to its anouncement to me, the appointment of Mr. Sherrard 
was protested against by many good citIzens of Lecompton, and of 
Douglas county, as his habits and passions rendered him entirely unnt 
for the proper performance of the duties of that office. 

There was no intention, however, on my part to withhold his com
mission, but, in consequence of the absence of the secretary of the 
Territory, it was delayed for several days, during which time I was 
informed by many respectable gentlemen, among whom were those of 
the county tribunal, from which he derived his appointment, that Mr. 
Sherrard had been engaged in several drunken broils-fighting and 
shooting at persons with pistols, and threatening others. I have 
since been informed that these facts are notorious to the citizens of the 
place, and can easily be substantiated by proof. Should the contrary 
be made clearly to appear, no one will rejoice more heartily than my
aelf. 

But it is my desire to be distinctly understood that I will commis
sion no one laboring under such charges as would impair, if not 
entirely destroy, his useful neilS, or whose passions and habits WQuld 
render him unfit for the proper discharge of his duties, or which might 
in any manner endanger the peace of the Territory. 

I am instructed from the source f'rom whence I derive my appoint
ment to pursue this course of policy. The true interests of the people 
of the Territory require it, and it is sanctioned and approved by my 
own judgment. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Govemor oj KalUJaa Territory. 

To the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, . 
KaMaB Territory. 
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OOUfl.Cil bill. 

JANUARY 21. 
The clerk of the council of the legislative assembly handed a bill to 

the governor for his approval, entitled "an act establishing the office 
of superintendant of public printing." 

Letter from the Secretary of the lnterior. 

DBP ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
WfJ8hington, January 2, 1857. 

~~: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt this day of two 
copies of "Kansas statutes," for the use of this department, and to 
tender my thanks for your attention in transmitting them. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor 0/ Kaf/JJQ,ll. 

C. McCLELLAND, 
Secretary. 

JANUARY 22. 
'rhe following bill was this day retarned to the council of the legis

lature, with the governor'. objections to its becoming a law. 

COUNCIL BILL • 

.An act to authorize CO"sr18 andjudgu to admit to bail in certain CQ8t8. 

Be it enacted, by the governor and legislative a88emhly oft~e Territory 
0/ KafUlfJ8 : 

Section 1. The district court, or any juoge thereof, in vacation, 
shall have power and authority to admit to bail any prisoner on 
charge, or under indictment for any crime or offence, of any character 
whatever, whether such crime or offence shall have Deen heretofore 
bailable or not; such court or judge, on every such application for 
bail, exercising a sound discretion in the premises. ThiS act to take 
effect from and after its passage. 

VETO MESSAGE. 

To the council and house of representativu of KafUlfJ8 Territory: 

The bill "to authorize courts and judges to admit to bail in certain 
cases " has been carefully examined, and notwithstanding my earnest 
desire to agree with the legislature in regard to all matters of public 
policy, I am compelled to return it without approval, for the following 
reasons: 
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The doctrine that the more certain the punishment of crime is 
made the greater will be the restraints upon the evil passions of 
wicked men has been established in all civilized communities, and 
approved by the wisdom and experience of every age of the world; 
and, had we no other evidence of its truth, more than sufficient has 
been furnished in the disturbances and outrages which have so re
cently occurred in the Territory of Kansas; for no one can be insensi
ble of'the fact, 'that the impunity which has here been given to crime 
has been the primary cause of most of t~e offences which have been 
committed. Had but a few of thtl early agitators and defiants of law 
been brought to condi/l:n punishment, the subsequent events, which 
every good citizen must most heartily deplore and condemn, would 
never have occurred. 

It is of the ntmost importance to the safety of society that the laws 
should be rendered as stringent, and their execution as oertain, as pos
sible, eRpecially BS regards the crime of willful and deliberate murder. 
Such an offence should be guarded against with the utmost care; no 
door whatever should be opened for the escape of the criminal. Once 
in the hands of the proper authorities, he should there be secured 
until the ends of justice are effected. The man whose life has been 
forfeited to the law will stop at no means within the range of human 
possibility to accomplish his escape; for what will a man not" give 
In exchange for his life?" . 

The act under consideration makes it comparatively easy for the 
most notorious criminal to escape the punishment his crimes have 
merited. Any judge of a district court IS allowed thereby to set him 
at libt"rty upon bail. The bill does not even establish the amount of 
bail required. This, as well as the propriety of bailing the person 
accused of murder, is left entirely at the discretion of the court or 
district judge. Were the bill passed with the express purpose of tam
pering with and corrupting the judiciary, it could not have been more 
etl'ectual. All human beings are fallible, and it is a sound principle 
to throw as few temptations as possible in their way to err. No judge 
who h&& a. proper regard for his own'reputation can desire the pas
sage of a law tho execution of which will render him liable to invidi
ous imputations. If this bill becomes a law, appeals will be made to 
the district judge to bail every person charged with the crime of mur
der, and the strongest possible inducement will be offered to influence 
his action. Should he refuse to accede to the wishes of the iadividual 
accused, or his importunate friends, he will 'mbject himself to the 
charge of being actuated by unjust motives; while, on the other hand, 
should he yield to such importunities, he renders himself liable to the 
accusation of being biased by peculiar circumstances, if not of bri
bery and corruption, and violence towards himself might ensue in 
either case The judge, himself, would therefore prefer to avoid the 
additional responsibility which this bill imposes. But apart from 
thill, one tendency of the act is to corrupt the judiciary. It will not 
\10 to affirm that this is impossible. It has frequently been accom
l'lillhed to so lamentable an extent as not only to endanger the safety 
of communities, but incite to anarchy with all its fearful consequences. 
The intentioDs of the laws have been so entirely disregarded that the 
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people, in self-defence, have repudiated the courts, and, 10 opposition to 
all legislative enactments, have taken upon themselves the execution 
of justice. Indeed, in every instance where" lynch law" has been re
sorted to, the excuse given by the people has been founded upon the 
la.xity of the courts, or the inefficiency or corruption of" the judiciary. 

This want of confidence in the authorities regularly constituted for 
the administration of justice upon persons charged with the heinous 
crime of murder, (for which abundant cause was given.) produced 
those most terrible excitements in California consequent upon the or
ganization of the memorable "Vigilant Committee." 

It is to be hoped that a similar condition of things may never trans
pire in Kansas, though it may well be anticipated if murder is per
mitted by the courts to be perpetrated with impunity. The murmur
ings on this subject are even now loud and almost universal. Some 
of our best citizens have been stricken down by the hand of the assassin, 
whose blood has cried in vain upon the legal tribunals for justice, and 
although many have fallen victims to the atrocious crime of murder, 
not one of its numerous perpetrators has yet suffered the just penalty 
of the law. The murderer, his hands still reeking with human gore, 
walks unmolested in our midst, laughing to scorn thE.' laws which con· 
demn him to an ignominious death. 

Let the law contemplated in the bill under consideration be adopted, 
this evil, which is already sufficiently deplorable, will be rendered far 
worse. The slight restraints now held upon the vicious will be almost 
entirely removed. No good citizen can venture in the streets or 
upon the highways with a proper feeling of security. The personal 
safety of all who are well disposed will be constantly endangered. 
The odious practice of bearing concealed weapons for self-defence will 
become general, and the most disastrous results will follow. Every 
man, conscious of the uncertainty of punishment by the courts, will 
take the law in his own hand, and the slayer of one individual will 
immediately fall a victim to the retaliatory vengeance of another; or, 
should he be brought before a judge or court, and liberated upon bail, 
an offended people will rise in their majesty and prevent his escape 
by the infliction of summary punishment. 

The fact that bail has been given will have no tendency to prevent 
these calamitous results; for no one can have the slightest confidence 
in the security furnished by such bail as a deliberate murderer can 
obtain. The person who will step in between such an one and the 
execution of" justice must himself be destitute of those feelings and 
sentiments which render him worthy of the confidence of peace loving 
and good citizens; or, even were it otherwise, and the murderer is 
substantially bailed by a wealthy relative or friend, the only object in 
the whole transaction is the criminal's escape, for any amount of 
property, under such circumstances, will be forfeited to preserve his 
life. But in the majority or cases the bail is entirely worthless, and 
its being admitted by a court or judge is equivalent to the murderer's 
discharge, for no one who is conscious of a conviction that will con
demn him to death will ever present himself for trial. If he has 
wealth he can purchase sureties, and if he has not, he may obtain the 
aid of those who are worthless; or, if possessed of the property to 
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which they swear, may dispose of it at pleasure, and thus defraud the 
Territory'as well as justice. Bail bonds, as now given, are of little 
value even in trivial cases, for when forfeited the amount is seldom, if 
ever, collected. To make them of any avail a lien should immedi
ately be created on the lands of the persons acknowledging them, "and 
the execution issued by virtue of a judgment thereon may rightly 
command the taking and sale of the lands of which defendant was 
seized at the time the recognizance was acknowledged." Were this 
rule of law adopted there would be some nlue in a bail bond, 
and fewer persons would be found willing to execute it. But as the 
law now rests in this Territory, a crinlinal may be bailed to-day 
upon what is apparently tangible security, and to-morrow both him
self and sureties dispose of all their property, and unmolested and 
quietly depart to another region; and thus the matter end8. In 
the majority of instances, therefore, the taking of bail in criminal 
C&8e8 only tends to defeat the ends of justice, and in every case of ab
solute premeditated murder, where the proof is clear, or sufficient to 
convict, is ta.ntamount to an acquittal of the criminal. 

The fact that wo have no sufficient prisons for the safe-keeping of 
the murderer affords no argument for the passage of the bill. This 
want can soon be supplied, and it will be better to commence that 
work at once than to adopt a law which must necessarily remove the 
almost only restraint that now exists upon murderous inclinations 
and passions. There is no necessity for deliberat.e murderers to be 
set free on bail or otberwise for want of a prison to keep them in 
lengthy confinement. Frequent sessions of the courts, early trials, 
and speedy executions will dispose of such casell, and give to the peo
ple confidence in the judiciary and the laws, and a sense of security, 
of which they 80 long have been deprived. 

Remove or wMken any of the safeguards we now possess against 
criminals and crime, and the peace we enjoy must measurably be 
8haken. Hence it becomes a subject of the utmost importance not 
only to guard against such a result, but to adopt, if possible, laws 
which will strengthen the general confidence by making the barrier, 
to the escape of the criminal even more firm and impassable. 

Let it be established and universally known that "though hand 
join in hand, the guilty shall not go unpunished," that the hlood 
mined murderer, once in the power of the authorities, shall have no 
possibility or even hope of escape; that he who wilfully and deliber
ately shed8 the blood of his fellow man, shall surely suffer the penalty 
by which his life is forfeit, and our laws will be more respected, 
fewer crimps will be committed, and the community will repose in 
rar greater security and peace. 

The billll entitled "An act regulating marks and brands," and 
"An act establishing the office of superintendency of public printing," 
are herewith returned, with my approval. 

, JOHN W. GEARY. 
E:UCUTIVB DEPARTMENT, 

Lecompton, Kansas TfJI'1"itorg, Jartlu,ary 22, 1857. 
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JANUARY 23. 
Commissions were issued to George L. Davis, of Elmira, 8.8 com

missioner of deeds for the State of New York; and Benjamin F. 
Graves, of Lexington, as commissioner of deeds for the State of 
Kentucky. 

LeUt!:1' fr(Y1ll, the Secretary of Stat6. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATB, 
January 8, 1857. 

SIR: I learn, with regret, from your despatch of the 22d ultimo, 
that a body of men, calling themselves a legislature, are about to 
assemble at Topeka. The President's views in relation to the origin 
and purpose of such an assemblage, 8ssuming the name and function 
of a legislative body, are fully set forth in his messa.ge to Congress of 
the 24th of' January, 1856, a copy of which accompanied your instruc· 
tions. 'rhe title used is in itself an unwarrantable assumption, there 
can be but one legal legislative assembly in Kansas, and that the one 
organized under the law of Congress. The assembling of the body 
to which you reter, under the name and in the character of a legisla
ture, is a procedure which ought to receive no countenance, whatever 
may be the assurances of any individual or individuals as to the acts 
which it will or will not do. 

You will, I have no doubt, take care that restless and evil minded 
men are not permitted again to stir up civil strife in the Territory. 
I return herewith the letter which accompanied your des{latch, 
because, as it is an original, and not a copy, and as it contalDs no 
information which could influence either your action or that of the 
Exeuctive here, I take it for granted that it was not your intention to 
have it placed upon the files of' t.he department. 

The President is much gratified by your accounts of the peaceful 
condition of affairs in Kansas, and trusts that by aiming to obllerve 
perfect impartiality toward 0.11 citizens, from whatever quarter of the 
country they may have emigrated, or whatever opinions they may 
entertain, you will be enabled to continue the same state of public 
tranquillity and thus insure the permanent prosperity of the Territory. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY. 

JOHN W. GBAR1, Esq., 
Goverrwr 0/ the Territory of KaMaB. 

Settlers on Indian lands. 

• LECOMPTON, KANSAS TBRRITORY, 
January 12, 1857. 

SIR: We have been requested by some of our constituents residing on 
the Iowa trust lands in Doniphan county, to take the earliest oppor
tunity of bringing to your notice the extremity to which they have been 
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reduced, by an order lately issued by the Commissioner ofIndian Affairs 
to Agent Vanderslice requiring him to expel them from thole lands, and, 
if necessary, to use military force for that purpose. 

We will state, as facts 8U8ceptible of conclusive proof, that very 
soon after the treaty was made with those Indians, when the first 
attempt to settle upon those lands' was made, the settlers were informed 
by Agent Vanderslice that such settlement would not be permitted.; 
that on such warning being given they desisted, but held a ;l?ublic 
meetin~, which resulted. in the drawing up and signing a petitIon to 
the Indtan department praying that those lands might be surveyed and 
sold at the earliest practicable day; that in answer to said petition a 
letter was received from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs assuring 
them that their wishes should be complied with. With this assurance 
most of them were satisfied to suspend their action, until the long delay 
.in making the surveys made it manifest that much time would elaj)se 
before they could possibly be sold. Under these circumstances, and in 
view too of the fact that the Delaware trust lands had been in like 
manner occupied by settlers, they entered upon their claims and held 
them until the late sales of the Delaware lands. The result of these 
sales induced the belief that no obstacles would be interposed to prevent 
the actual settlers from getting their claims at the valuation price, and, 
with this beliet~ a large number of emigr6D.ts, some of whom had 
previously erected houses, moved on to the lands, thereby greatly in
creasing the actual number of settlers. In this state of affairs it is 
needle88 for us to say that a peremptory order to leave their homes and 
turn their families out in tbe midst of winter, exposed to the storms and 
snow drifts of Kansas, was at ouce &tI unexpected as it was unwelcome. 

On behalf, then, of those settlers, our constituents, we respectfully 
ask you to interfere in any and all practicable forms extendea to the 
settlers on the Delaware lauds; and, if this be impracticable, at least 
permit them to remain until the opening of spring will enable them 
to remove without endangering tbe lives of their families. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servants, 
JOHN W. 

JOB W. GURY, 

FORMAN, 
Oouncil 7th district. 

WM. P. RICHARDSON, 
Oouncil8tk district. 

B. O'DRISCOLL, 
T. H. WATERSON, 
H. K. STOUT, Representati'Ve8. 

Governor 0/ Kamas l.erritorg. 

EXBCUTIVB DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, Kamas Territory, January 19, 1857. 

GBNTLEMBN: Your communication fA 12th instant soliciting my in
tervention in favor of certain of your constituents threatened with 
forcible removal from the Iowa trust lands, in the county of Doniphan, 
in this Territory, by the order of the Commissioner of India.n Affairs 
has been received. 

Ex. Doc. 17-10 
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You state that these lands were held by the same tenure, and their 
settlement made under similar circumstances to those attending the 
Delaware trust lands, and that the settlers have, without objection, 
made valuable improvements, and that, therefore, the actual settlers 
should be permitted to take their claims at their 'appraised value, 
and soliciting my views on the subject. 

In my speech at Leavenworth city, my various despatches to the 
'government, and in my recent message, my opinions have been so 
'elaborately expressed that I will now content myilelf by' simply 
giving the conclusions then arrived at after much reflection. 

First. The settlers should not, under' any circumstances, be ejected 
at this inclement season of the year. 

Second. I concur with you in the opinion that the actual bond. jidt 
lettlers should have the land at its valuation, under similar instruc
tions to those governing the sales of the Delawaro trust lands. 
, Hop-ing that these views may be satisf~otory ,to y?ur$eh'es andr.our 
constItuents, I have the honor to rema10 your frIend· and obedIent 
'iervant, 

'flo JOHN W. FORHAN, 
WH. P. RiCHARDsON, 

01 tke OtruncU. 
,B. ()'DRISCOLL, 

'THO. W. WATERsON, 
H. K.,STOUT, . , , 

H0Uf6 0/ ReFreaentativea. 

JNQ. W. GEARY, 
'Governor. oJ Kaft8a8. 

Letter to tke SecretiJ,rg of State. 

ExBOUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Leeompton, XafUJQ8 Territory, January 26, 185'1. 

Sm: Since my despatch of 19th instant nothing worthy of note bas 
occurred. 

The legislature, as yet, has done nothing of importance, and it is 
im~os8ible to predict what will be done. 

The p~.of th~ country remains unimpa!red, and,! ~ave daily the 
most gratlfYlOg eVIdences of the ~eneral feelIng of secunty which per
vades all c1assel! of the commuDlty, notwithstanding theN are some 
among us who cannot exist, much longer without commotion. I am 
closely watching their movements, and am determined to maintain 
peace at every hazard. 

I have on former occasions' urged the necessity of affording' addi
'tional facilities to the citizens for the purpose of 'pre-empting their 
lands, 'and securing. ~~eir titles .as ~ prerequisi!e to the substantial 

, progress of the TerrItory. The s10gle la.nd office 10 Kansas, not yet in 
operation, is entirely inadequate to the wants of the people, and; in 
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my opinion, at least three more should be established. I cannot urge 
this subject too strongly upon the governmeut. 

The residue of the Delaware trust lands should be sold early in the 
spring to meet the wants of the coming immigration, in order to re
move every temptation to aggressions upon the extensive Indian ra-
181'Te8, which are sparsely peopled and but little improved. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 8th in
stant, and would be pleased to receive the acknowledgment of my 
varions despatches, and especially those of the last two months. 

I have the honor to remain, very truly, your obedient servant, 
JOHNW. GEARY, 

Hon. W. L.MABCY, 
&crdary of State. 

G(Yf)emo'I' 01 KaMas. 

JAInTABY 27. 

Commissions were iMued to William McNeil Clough, of Parkville, 
as commissioner of deeds for the State of Missouri i David B. Birney, 
of Philadelphia, as commissioner of deeds for the State of Pennsyl
Tania; Elias Hughes, as sheriff of Lykens county, in place of Joaeph 
R Goodin, who refused to accept the appointment; William S. Wills, 
as justice of the peace, and Randal Burton, as constable, for Willow 
:.springa township, in the county of Douglas; Enoch R~, as jutice 
·of the f8&C!3, and S. B. Collett, as constable, for Washington cr"k 
&ownshlP, in Do~las county; John Phlemingster, as coIlStable for 
Deer creek township, Douglas county; and W 8s1ey Garrek, as coro
Del of the co~ty ot Douglas, in place of Samuel J. Cramer, resig~ed. 

JANUARY 28. 
Legi8lative act8 approved • 

. The clerk of the house of representatives yesterday afternoon pre
aented the governor with a bill from that body; which was returned 
this morning, with the following message: 

2b the lwutJe of representatives of Kauas Tt1I'1'itory : 
GENTLEMKN: I have the honor herewith to return .C C An act to incor

porate the National Hotel Company," with my approval. 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

G(Yf)erf&O'r of KaMa8 Tt:lTitory. 
LECOIIPTON, KANSAS TD1U'l'OBY, 

Jntsary 28, 1857. 
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Muaage. 

TothegentlemtnoftkeHOUIIeofRepre8entative8oftheTerritoryof KafIMJI: 

I have the honor to return to you, with my approval, the foiIowing 
bills, originating in your body, and handed to me this morning by 
General Eastin, of the council, viz: 

"An act to incorporate the Leavenworth Town A88ociation." 
"An act to establish and charter a ferry at the mouth of Big Sugar 

creek, on the Marie des Cygnes, in the Territory of Kansas." 
"An act to incorporate the city of Roseport.·· 
"An act to establish a territorial road from Atchison, t1ia Mount 

Pleasant, to a point on the Kansas river opposite the town of 
Lecompton. 

LECOMPTON, K. T., 
January 28, 1857. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor 0/ KaMa8 Territory. 

Requisition from the Governor of Virginia. 

The Oommonwealt/, of Virginia to tke executi~'e authority of the Ten;tory 
. of KanBflS: 

Whereas it appears by the annexed document, duly authenticated 
according to the laws of our State, that Joseph L. McOubbin is charged 
with fraudulently converting to his own use certain personal property, 
of the value of nine hundred dollars, in the county of Gilmer, in this 
commonwealth, the property of Charles P. Arnold, the said property 
having been entrusted to him, the said McCubbin, on the sixth day 
of November, 1856, and it has been represented to me that the said 
Joseph L. McCubbin has fled from the justice of this State and has 
taken refuge in the Territory of Kansas, 

Now, therefore, pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, I do hereby require that the said Joseph 
L. McCubbin be apprehended and delivered to Charles P. Arnold, 
who is hereby duly authorized to receive and convey him to the State 
of Virginia, there to be dealt with according to law. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto signed my name, as governor 
of Virginia, and caused the great seal of the commonwealth to be 
affixed this third day of January, A. D. 1857, and in the eighty-first 
year of the commonwealth. 

[SEAL.] HENRY A. WISE. 

By the governor. 
GEORGE W. MUNFORD, 

Secretary of tke OommOfitoealtA. 
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Warrant fqr arrut. 

The Ttrritory of Kansas to Oharlu P. Arnold, esq., qr any Bheriff, 
coroner. oonstable, qr any other officer within thiB 1'erritory, g'l'eeting: 

Whereas I have satisfactory evidence that a certain Joseph L. Mc
Cubbin is charged with fraudulently converting to his own use certain 
personal property of the value of nine hundred dollars, in the county 
of Gilmer, in the commonwealth of Virginia, the property of Charles 
P. Arnold, said property having been entrusted to said McCubbin, on 
the sixth day of November, 1856, and it has been duly certified to me 
by the governor of the commonwealth of Virginia that the said Mc
Cubbin has :Bed frcm the justice of the State of Virginia and has 
taken refuge in this Territory j and being further satisfied that all the 
provisions of the acts of Congress in such case made and provided have 
been fully complied with, 

Now, therefore, pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, and the laws of this Territory, I do hereby 
authorize and require you to arrest said fugitive anywhere within the 
imite of this Territory and convey him before the nearest probate or 

district judge, or justice of the peace, to be delivered to Charles P. 
Arnold, esq., the agent of the commonwealth of Virginia; and all 
sheriffs, coroners, constables, and pther officers to whom this warrant 
may be shown, are hereby commanded to assist in the execution 
thereof. • 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto signed my name. 88 governor 
of Kansas, and caused the seal of the Territory to be affixed this 
twenty-eighth day of January, A. D. 185'1. 

r ] JNO. W. GEARY, 
LBBAL. Governor' of KaRBas. 

By the governor. 
DANIEL WOODSON, 

Secretary. 

JANUARY 29. 
Acta approved. 

Gentlemen. 0/ the House of Represemativu of Kansas Territory : 
I have the honor to return to you, approved, a bill p.ntitled "An 

act to locate the county seat of Linn county permanently." 
JNO. W. GEARY, 

Governor of Kansas Territory. 
L':OHPTON, KANSAS TERRITORY, 

January 29, 1857. 

Gentlemen. of the Oouncil, of Kansas 1-erri.tory: 
I have the honor to return to you, with my approval, the following 

bills, to wit: 
ClAn act declaring certain banking associations unlawful." 
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"An act to incorporate the Iowa Point Town Company." 
"An act to authorize Mary Elizabeth Spratt to sue for divorce." 

JNO. W. GEARY, 
Governor 01 Kallsa8 Territory. 

LECOMPTON, KANSAS TERRITORY, 
January 29, 185'1. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Lecompton, K. T., January 31, 1857. 

The foregoing is a correct copy of the executive minutes of Kans&8 
Territory from the 20th to the 31st of January, 185'1, inclusive. 

JOHN H. GIHON, 
Secretary to the Governor. 

».ucutive minutes 0/ Kansas Territory, from the 1st to 20th Fe1mw.ry, 
185'1, inclusive. 

REQUlSrI'ION FOR SOLDIERS. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., February 2, 1857. 

SIR: Please furnish one non-commissioned officer and two men, to 
report to Captain Hampton at 8 o'clock a. m. to-morrow. 

They are Intended for a service of about ten miles. 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Governor 0/ Kansas Territory. 
Captain NEWBY, 

Commanding U. S. troops near Lecompton. 

Letter to the Secretary of State. 

EXBCUTIVE DEPAlUIENT, 
Lecompton, Kansas Territory, February 2, 185'1. 

SIR: I have thought proper to avail myself of the mail which closes 
to-night to drop you a line. simplv to prevent any misapprehensions 
that might arise in your mind respecting an altercation that haa ~ 
cently taken place in this vicinity. The circumstance itself is of but 
little moment; but rumor will doubtless magnify it into some con
siderable importance by the time it reaches Washington. 

The facts to which I allude are briefly these: 
Some few days since a communication appeared in the Topeka ni

bune, purporting to be a report of the proceedings of the late c, con
vention" held in Lecompton, in which the name of Judge Elmore, 
(formerly one of the associate justices of the supreme court of this 
Territory,) was used in a manner offensive to that gentleman. The 
~dge, on Saturday last, met the author, a man named Kagi, at 
Tecumseh, and commenced an assault upon him with a cane, striking 
him a blow over the head. Whereupon Kagi drew a pistol and fired, 
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the ball passing through the fleshy part of Judge Elmore's thigh, 
producing a troublesome though not dangerous wound. The judge, 
who was also armed with a revolver, then fired three times at Kagi, 
who was running off, one of the balls lodging in his side, just beneath 
the skin. This was shortly afterwards removed, leaving no serious 
consequences. Some considerable excitement occurred. The principals 
in the transaction were of the free State and pro-slavery parties, and 
each had friends to sympathise with him, and for the time being to 
espouse his quarrel. But this feeling has alrea.dy subsided, and no 
further breach of the peace is anticipated. 

Very truly yours, 

Hon. Wm. L. MARcy, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of KaMas Territor1l. 

Secretary of Stale, WCUlhington, D. O. 

FEBRUARY 3. 

Commissions were issued to William P. Converse, as commissioner 
of deeds for the State of New York; James M. Tatum, as sheriff of 
Jefferson county, in place of George M. Dyer, resigned; and Joseph 
J. Thomas, as constable of the same county, in place of John R. Beezle, 
resigned. 

FEBRU.AllY 4. 

Commissions were issued to R. H. Davis, as justice of the peace 
for Iowa township, Doniphan county; James B. Bradwell, of Chicago, 
as commissioner of deeds for the State of Illinois; Charles De Beld
ing, of Washington, as commissioner of deeds for the district of 
Columbia; and Charles J. Bushnell, as commissioner of deeds for the 
State of New York. 

FEBRUARYO • 
.Acta .Approved. 

Gentlemen of the HoUtJe of Representatives of KafIMU Territory: 
I have the honor to return, with my approval, the following bills, 

to wit: 
" An act to locate a territorial road from the town of Lecompton 

Ilia Paoli, 'f1ia Paris, via Miami to Barnesville on Little Osage, in 
Bourbon county." 

" An act to incorporate the Roseport Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Palmetto Town Company." 
" An act to incorporate a territorial road from Council city to the 

town of Columbia, in Breckenrid~e county.". •. . 
"An act to establish a territonal road from Samt Mary s, Mlsslon 

t9 Fort Riley."· . 
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" An act repealing the twelfth section of 'An act to punish offences 
against slave property.' " 

"An act to view and locate a territorial road from Lecompton to 
Roseport, in Doniphan County." 

" An act to declare the military road from Fort Riley northwest 
to the Nebraska. line a territorial road." 

" An act to incorporate the Kansas Locating Association." 
" An act to locate and establish a territorial road from Doniphan to 

the Kansas and Nebraska line opposite Roy's ferry, via Iowa Point, 
Kansas Territory." 

"An act to establish a territorial road and highway along the 
valley of the Big Blue river." 

" An act to authorize Hugh Cameron to keep a ferry." 
"Missouri and Rocky mountain railroad charter." 

LBCOMPTON, KANSAS TERRITORY, 
February 5, 1857 .. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor 0/ Kamas Territory. 

Gentkmen oj the council of KaMas Territory : 
I have the honor to return, with my approval, a bill entitled "An 

act to amend an act entitled 'An act to provide for the recovery of 
debts by attachment.' " 

LECOMPTON, KANSAS TERRITORY, 
February 5, 1857. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
G(1)ernor of Kan8a8 Territory. 

_. __ ._----

Letter to the Secretary oj State. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMBNT, 
Lecompton, Kama8 Territory, February 6, 1857. 

8m: Nothing of material importance has occurred in the Territory 
since my last despatch; still I esteem it a duty to communicate with 
you at short intervals, in order to keep you fully apprised of the exist
ing state of affairs. 

The legislature has been in session two-thirds of the time allowed 
by the Grganic act, and you will learn from my executive minutes the 
amount of business that has been transacted by that body. 

The" Act to authorize courts and judges to admit to bail in certain 
cases," was passed by both branches of the legislative assembly, not
withstanding my objections to the bill. 

The first section under this new law was the admission to bail, in 
the sum of ten thousand dollars, ex-Indian agent George W. Clarke, 
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indicted for the murder of a man named Barber. The sureties in this 
case were Sherifi' Samuel J. Jones and Probate Judge and United 
States Commissioner Dr. J. N. O. P. Wood. 

The peace and quiet of the Territory remain unimpaired. 
Very truly, your obedient servant, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 

Hon. WILLIAM L. MABCY, 
GO'IJe'I'fI,()r of Kansall Territory. 

8em-etary of State, Wallhington, D. O. 

The prisoner8 at Tecumsel,. 

The followi~g petition froD?- George F. Putnam, o~e of t~e prisoners 
at Tecumseh, In behalf of himself and others, havlDg thiS day been 
received by the governor, the subjoined letters were forthwith ad
dressed to Judge Cato and Marshal Donaldson: 

Petition. 
PRISON, TRCUMSBH, February 3, 1857. 

SIll.: As one of the prisoners held here awaiting trial, in behalf of 
them as well as myself, I beg leave to make a few statements in rela
tion to our situation, and if possible to have it changed. 

The prisoners, consisting of six untried and one (Kilburn) sen
tenced to one year's imprisonment, have been for the past week with
out rations of any description except some few small stores; and 
have, more or le88, since their confinement, been, in consequence of 
the deficiency in their rations furnished, obliged to procure, at their 
own expense, a proper quantity to be even comfortable. 

For the past four days we, having determined not to use the few 
remaining dollars we have, from the fact that, as long as we do so, 
nothing will be done for us, have had nothing but coffee, without a 
single article else for our subsistence. The reasons assigned us are: 
tbat the marshal, who is absent, has already advanced more than is 
prudent; and although the deputy, Mr. Pardee, has used his exer
tions to furnish us, we remain in the position of being under guard 
of his troops without food. Mr. Castleman, an official of the Terri
tory, I believe, bas the contract from the marshal here to furnish us 
subsistence. He and his partner, when conversing with us, say the 
marshal already owes them one thousand dollars or so, and they will 
not furnish us, and when the marshal sees them they are willing to do 
80, and, between the precious pair, we are most superbly humbugged. 
The real fact ii, Castleman has already credited Donaldson aU he 
wisbes to, but still does not like to say so to him, and by furnishing 
us with small things, such as a paper of sugar or so, he still hangs 
on to the marshal, while we get nothing. There has not been &single 
blanket, or bedding of any description, furnished the prisoners here, 
(with the exception of myself,) and, in faot, nothing tending to their 
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comfort. They would long ere this have called your attention to 
these facts, but, trusting that they would have been tried ere thia, 
preferred suffering II. short time than trouble you with their com
plaints. But hungry men can endure this no longer. 

In relation to the time of our trial, I am well aware that, by a sug
gestion from you, we could have a call term of court, if you deemed 
it of sufficient importance, and we could be liberated. Most of those 
here are held on the Titus affair. Myself, for acting at Hickory Point 
against the very persons who are now convicts at Lecompton, and, 
most likely, from the fact that I was one of the counsel in their be
half. If the court does not sit until June, it seems a long time to be 
confined, as all are prepared for an immediate trial. 

Hoping to receive an answer, and desiring your pardon for troubling 
you, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE F. PUTNAM. 
His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY, 

Govemor of Kansas Territory. 

Letter to Judge Cato. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., February 6, 1857. 

SIR: I have received a very respectful petition from the prisoners 
awaiting trial at Tecumseh, stating that they are ready for trial, and 
desiring an early disposition of their nases. 

As this matter is not in my department, I will content myself by 
earnestly recommending the subject to your immediate attention, 
trusting that you can devise some plan to afford the prisoners speedy 
justice. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Hon. S. G. CATO. 
Governor of KansQJJ ,Territory. 

Letter to .J.lfarskal Donaldson. 

EXECUTIVE DBPARTKBNT, 
Lecompton, K. T., F,.bruary 6, 1857. 

SIR: I have received a communication from the Tecumseh prisoners, 
stating that they have a limited and nncertain supply of provisiona, 
and are otherwise deprived of necessary comforts. 

Will you please look into the matter, and Ree that there is no w«:>11-
founded ground of complaint. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

J. B. DONALDSON, Esq., 
Govemor of Ka,,,as Territorg. 

Marshal 0/ KansQJJ Territory. 
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No mails were received at, or departed from, Lecompton to-day in 
conaequenceot" the breaking up of the ice in the Kansas river and its 
numerou8 tributaries, rendenng the roads imp88sable. A heavy 
storm of rain, accompanied with thunder and lightning. commenced 
early last evening, and continued through the night and all this 
morning without infiermission. The river rose rapidly, and the ice 
began to move about -4 o'clock p. m. Many of the citizens congre
gated upon the levee, and but little business was transacted. 

FEBRUARY 7.-.Arre8t of a fugitive. 

Messrs. Charles P. Arnold and John McGee arrived at Lecompton 
on the 28th of January, bearing a requisition from Governor Wise, 
of Vii-ginia, for the arrest of a man named Joseph L. McCubbin, a 
fugitive from justice in that State, being charged with the embezzle
ment of nine hundred dollars, the property of tae said Charles P. 
Arnold, and other moneys. Governor Geary immediately fnrnished . 
them with a posse of United States dragoons, and despatched them in 
several directions in pursuit of the fugitive, who was captnred and 
e&rried back to Virginia, as will be seen from the following commu
nication from Mr. McGee: 

KANSAS CITY, MIB80URl, Ftbruary 3, 1857. 
Sm: Upon leaving Lecompton we proceeded directly to St. Bernard, 

where we had been informed we would find the man of whom we were 
in pursuit. Upon arriving there we learned that he had left for Pot
tawattomie creek. We hastened there, and succeeded in making the 
arrest. We brought him immediately to this place, your troops ac
companying me, 88 I thought it best to retain them until I could be 
joined by:Mr. Arnold. 

I feel under many obligations to you for your kindness to us when 
at Lecompton and for the prompt and efficient means you afforded us 
to capture the fugitive; which facts I shall take great ~leasure to 
communicate to Governor Wise upon our return to Virgima. 

I also wish to communicate to you my gratitude for the kindneslJ 
and prompt action and cheerful co-operation of the troops you furnished 
for our 888istance~ 

I left with you a warrant from Governor Wise appointing Mr. Ar
nold his agent to convey McCubbin from Kansas to Virginia. Would 
you please enclose it to me at Weston, Lewis county, Virginia. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN McGEE. 

His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY, 
GotJe1"II,(YI' of Kansa8. 

Oertifioote of Oath. 

The following cer~ificate of the oath of office of Judge Cunningham 
was this day presented for record on the executive minutes: 
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EXECUTIVB DBPABTII8NT, KANSAS TBlUU'l'OBY. 

I, John W. Geary, governor of said Territory, do hereby certify 
that Thomas Cunningham, who has been appointed an associate judge 
of the supreme court of said Territory, personally came this day before 
me and was duly sworn to support the Constitution of the United 
States and faithfully discharge the duties of said office. 

Witness my hand, at Lecompton, this tenth day of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
GOVe'f'fl.O'I' 0/ Kansas Territory. 

FBBRUARY 9 • 
.Attempt at as8asBination. 

About eleven o'clock this morning, the governor, accompanied by 
Dr . John H. Gihon and Richard McAllister, esq., both attached to 
the executive office, visited the supreme court, the council, and the 
house of representative!;, the legislature being then in session. 

After the governor and his companions had taken their seats in 
the house, William T. Sherrard, the individual whom, on a protest 
of a large number of citizens, the governor had declined to commission 
88 sheriff of Douglas county, suddenly arose and left the hall. His 
~ppearance and manner were so peculiar as to elicit especial notice. 
The governor, however, against whom he was known to have uttered 
threats for several weeks, was not aware either of his presence or 
departure. 

After remaining some half an hour or more, the governor left the 
hall, his companions immediately following. As he was passing 
from th~ hall of the house into the ante-room, and while yet in the 
door, he was accosted with opprobrious epithets by Sherrard, who 
stood in the ante-room, and who had, after leaving the hall, pre
pared himself with two navy revolvers and a large bowie knife, wliich 
he wore conspicuously in a belt, on the outside of all his clothing. 
His hand was upon the handle of a pistol, in order that, upon tlie 
shadow of a pretence, he might be enabled instantly to use it. The 
governor passed on, as though unconscious of his presence. Mr. 
McAllister immediately succeeded him, and, as Sherrard followed the 
governor towards the outer door, interposed himself between them, 
thus preventing the accomplishment of an evident preconcerted plan 
for assassination. The governor and Mr. McAllister then reached 
the platform of a flight of stairs, upon the outside of the building, 
leading to the ground, the legislative hall being in the second story. 
As they were descending, Dr. Gihon was passing through the ante
room and observing Sherrard. who, enraged at being frustrated, was 
then on the platform, spitting after the governor, and muttering 
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oaths, defi,nces, and threats, of all of which the governor was uncon
scious, as he was then some distance ahead. 

When the governor' s ~arty all reached the foot of the steps, Sher
rard followed, still grasplDg his pistol and uttering offensive e:J!ithets. 
After following along one side of the building, he took a dlfferent 
direction, and in a few moments after was in close conversation with 
severa.l prominent men of the place, boasting of what he had done, 
and of more than he actuaUy did, and expressing his regrets that no 
provocation could be forced from the governor sufficient to enable him 
(Sherrard,) with a show of propriety or palliation, to effect his pur
pose. In this attempt upon the governor, it has since been ascer
tained that several other persons where in complicity with Sherrard. 

In the afternoon, a resolution, severely condemnatory of'this insult 
to the executive, was introduced by Mr. Martin White, in the house 
of representatives; but it met with such a decided opposition that he 
was induced to withdraw it. Considerable excitement prevails among 
the people. While a few defend Sherrard, the community generally 
denounce him in the severest terms. All are satisfied that he is but 
the instrument of others oCcupying prominent positions, who seem 
determined to disturb the peace of the Territory. 

A few days previous to the transaction above narrated, Sherrard 
met a young and quiet man named Jones, whom he violently as
saulted for no other imaginable reason than that Mr. Jones was con
nected with. the h011l!ehold of the executive, and who was without 
weapons, an d otherwise incapable of defending himself against a strong 
and well armed man. 

Failing to create a disturbance by this outrage, another equally un
provoked was attempted on the following day. Meeting the governor's 
private secretary, who was just recovering from a protracted indispo
sition, and was still quite feeble, Sherrard attempted to provoke a 
quarrel with him, and not succeeding by the use of offensive words, 
pushed him from him with one hand, at the same time striking him 
upon the face with the other, having his pistol ready, as usual, for 
use in case of resistance or retaliation. In this instance, serious con
sequences were prevented by the interference of bystanders. Several 
otlier breaches of the peace have also been made, within a short pe
riod, by this same indlvidual. 

Deapakh to GtlAeral Smith. 

EXBCUTIVB DEPARTMBNT, 
Leoomptoo, K. T., February 9, 1857. 

SIR: There are certain persons present in Lecompton who are de
termined, if within the bo'unds of possibility, to J>ring about a breach 
of the peace. During the last few days ~. nnmQer of persons have 
been grossly insulted j and to-day an insult was offered to myself. A 
fellow named Sherrard, who, some days ago, had been appointed 
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sheriff of Douglas county, which appointment was strons}y proteB~ 
against by a respectable number of citizens of the county, and I had 
deferred commissioning him. This, it appears, gave mortal offence 
to Sherrard, and he has made up his mind to tJ88G8Iinate me. Thia 
may lead to trouble. It must be prevented, and that, too, by imme
diate action. I require, therefore, two additional companies of 
dragoons, to report to me with the least possible delay; I think this 
is absolutely necessary, and I trust you will immediately comply 
with my request. 

I write in b'1"eat haste, as the me888ngeris about leaving. 
I wish you would keep an eye upon Leavenworth City, as I hear of 

troublesome indications there. I am confid.ent that there is a con
spiracy on foot to disturb the peace, and various pretexts will" and 
have been, used to accomplish this fell purpose. 

I am JMlrfectly cool, and intend to keep so ; but 1 am also more 
vigilant than ever. 

Very truly, your friend, 
.. JOHNW. GEARY . 

. Major General PBRSIJ'OR F. SMl'lH, 
Oommanding INpartrrtent 0/' 'M :Wut. 

FB!muARYIO. 
GlnJTLlUIlBN or THB CouNOIL or KARSAB TDRITOBY: I laave ·the hoDor 

hetewith to teturn you the following named: bills,with my.appro\'8l : 
U An act to incorporate a ferry at Ogden, ,KanIU Territory, 'on the 

,Kauaas river." 
"An act to inoorporatethe Lea"enworth Lyceum;" 

'''·An act to declare ,a military-roae!.a public highway and a terri
tbrial road." 

" An act to punish herse ·stealing." 
" An act to Incorporate the inhabitants of the town of Doniphan, 

in Doniphan county." 
"An act to amend, an aot entitled 'An act concerning forcible 

entry and detainers.' " 
"An act to incorporate the Ogden Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the town of Bloomington," 
"An act to declare the military road ftom Fort Leavenworth to 

Fort Laramie a territorial road." 
" An act to establish a territorial road." 
"An act'to amend an act entitled ' An act concerning the plats of 

towns and villages.' " 
JOHN W.· GEARY, 

,Govern.or 0/ KQ.fI.8aIJ Territory. 
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Commissions were issued to John Evans, as assessor j E. C. Austin, 
88 coroner; Alexander Hamilton, as clerk of tlie board of county 
commissioners j Thomas Crabtree, as county treasurer; and M. E. 
Grimes, as sheriff; all of Coffey county, Kansas Territory. 

Act8 ApprtYlJtd. 

'2b lit m~8 oj the' cO-u'l&cil oj Kan8aB 2'erritory: 
GBRTr.lIIiJm: I have the honor to return, with my approval, the 

following bills, viz: 
" An- act supplemental to an act entitled 'An act to incorporate 

the city of Leavenworth, Kansas Territory.' " 
"An act to establish a territorial road from Paola, to intersect the 

territorial road from Lecompton to Cofachiqui, at the town of 
Pierce." • 

t, An act to establish a territorial road from the city of Kickapoo 
to the city of Lecompton." 

"An act to incorporate the Planter's Hotel Company." . 
"An act to change the name of Jennette S. H. Martin to Jennette 

B. H. Burriss." 
" An act to incorporate the St. George Bridge Company." ~ 
"An act to establish..la territorial road from Leavenworth to 

Lecompton, diverging to Lawrence." 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

EDcuTIVII DBPABTMlNr, 
·Governm oj KanBaIl Territqry. 

IM:mnpton, K. T., February 10, 1857. 

--~--~---

.Acta approved 

FBBlLUARY 11. 
I 

GBNTLBHBN 01' 'lIIE COUNCIL or KANSAS TERRITORY: I have the 
honor herewith to return you, with my approval, a bill entitled cc An 
act to define the several judicial districts of Kansas Territory," and 
another entitled" An act to incorporate the Buffalo'l'own Associa
tion of Kansas Territory." 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor oj KanBaB Territory. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



160 CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN W. GEARY. 

Lette'l' from Judge Oato. 

LECOMPTON, KANSAS TlmRr.roRY, 
February 6, 1857. 

Sm: Y O,ur8 of this date is just received, and, in answer to which, 
I have to state that I .hall take pleuure in holding a special term of 
court for the trial of the prisoners at Tecumseh, at the earliest po&
sible opportunity. I had intended to prevail on the legislature, if I 
could, to allow special terms of court whenever the judge8, in their 
opinion, deemed the public good required it, and shall present the 
subject of your note as showing the necessity of the thing; and doubt 
not that an act will be pa.ssed, and that I shall be enabled to hold 
court one day of the next week for the trial of which you speak. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. G. CATO. 

His Excellency JOHN W. GEARY. 

Commissions were issued to Owen H. Bassett, as ,notary public for 
Leavenworth county. 

Nathaniel Boydston, as justice of the peace for Franklin township, 
Calhoun county; and . 

Churchhill Fulton, as constable for the township of Half-Day, Cal
houn county. 

Requisition for United States troops. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, LECOMPTON, 
Kansas Territory, February 11, 1851. 

Sm: The occurrences of the last few days seem to render a consid
erable force necessary at this place. Please send me twelve of your 
most reliable men, to remain here a few days, or until the river falls 
sufficiently for troops to cross. Send them to reach here to-night. 

Yours truly, 

Captain FLINT, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
GovtrnOr of Kansas Territury. 

Oommanding United States troopB at Tecumseh. 

Procteding8 of a meeting at Big Bpring8. 

FEBRUARY 12. 
The following co:Py of the proceedings of a public meeting of the 

citizens of Big Sprmgs and vicinity, held on the night of the 11th 
instant, in consequence of the recent attack upon the governor, was 
this day presented by a committee appointed for that purpose. 
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BIG SPRINGS, K. T. 
Fe1mJary 12,1857. 

In view of the late gross insn1t offered to the governor of the Ter
ritory, and in view of the action taken by the House of RepresentatiTes, 
virtually approving the deed; and in view of the general course and 
policy of the legislature in opposing the measures recommended by 
Governor Geary: We, the citizens of Big Springs, in a public meet
ing called for the purpose, and held on the night of February 1Uh, 
do most heartily-

Besolve, That we regard the late inoult upon the person of the 
governor, its endorsement by the house, and the continued indignities 
heaped upon him and his officials brlthe legislature, as well as by cer
tain individuals, as most grOIS and ruffianly, and worthy of the de
nunciation of every honorable high-minded citizen in the Territory. 
And we do further-

Besolve, That Governor Geary, in his general COUTse of policy, has 
our hearty appronl; and in carrying out the tone and spirit of his 
late message, he will have our earnest support and co-operation. 

Besolved, also, That we denounce the present legislature as insur
rectionary, and its spirit as detrimental to the true interests of Kansas, 
not by any means overlooking many good men associated with that 
body, who labor hard to effect a beneficent legislation. These men 
have our gratitnde, while we regard the majority as false to the Union 
and false to the governor, whom it is their duty to support and aid in 
the settlement of the difficulties of their Territory. And-

Besolved, iirwlly, That we tender to Governor Geary our sympa
thies, &8 well &8 our support and co-operation, and pledge him~ to the 
extent of our vower, all the assistance in this emergency that he may 
ask of' us, feebng very confident that the honest heart and powerful 
arm of every freeman in Kansas will be ready at once to respond 
most cheerfully to these our sentiments. 

Buolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the governor 
as soon &8 practicable. 

R. W. CUSTARD, President. 
P. H. TowNSBND, Secretary. 

FEBRUARY 14 . 

.ACt8 approved. 
Genaemen oj tke council oj Kan8a8 Territory: 
I have the honor to return you, with my approval, the following 

named bills: 
"An act for the relief of John W. Smith." 
" An act to incorporate the town of Shawnee." 
" An act authorizing N. B. Blanton to receive tolls." 
"An act to amend an act to provide for tp.e pay of officers and 

others." 
Ex. Doc. 17-11 
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" An act to incorporate Breckenridge College." 
" An act to incorporate the inhabitants of the town of Delaware, in 

Leavenworth county." 
"An act to incorporate the Buchanan Town Company." 
c, An act regulating actioDs." 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor oj Kansas Territory. 

LECOMPTON, K. T., February 14, 1857 . 

.Acts approved. 

Gentlemen oj the House oj Representatives 0/ Kansas T&rritorg: 
I have the honor to return you, with my approval, the following 

bills, to wit: 
" An act to locate and establish a territoriH.I road from the city of 

Lecompton to the county seat of Allen." 
" An act to amend an act concerning strays." 
" An act to incorporate the Manhattan Institute." 
" An act to incorporate the city of Atchison." 
" An act to amend an act entitled' An act to incorporate the city of 

Lecompton.' " 
" An act to incorporate the Town Company of Eureka." 
" An act to incorporate the town of Shannon." 
"An a t to incorporate the Manhattan Town ARsociation." 
" An act to charter a ferry across the Kansss river at Calholln, in 

the Territory of Kansas." 
" An act to incorporate the Brownville Town Company in Shawnee 

county." 
"An act to incorporate Lhe Newcastle Town Company." 
" An act supplemental to an act to provide for the location of ter

ritorial roads in the Territory of Kansas." 
" An act to incorporate the Town Company of Vermilion City." 
" An act to legalize the acts of the board of county commissioners 

of the county of Anderson." 
" An act to regulate hedging on roads and highways." 
"An act to incorporate the Topeka Bridge Company." 
"An sct to authorizt1 William F. and G. M. Dyer to establish-a 

bridge across Grasshopper creek, at the town of Osawkee, in Je1fers~n 
county." 

" An act to incorporate the Sprattsville Town Company in Bourbon 
county." 

" An act to incorporate the Atchison Hotel Company." 
" An act incorporating Manhattan city, Kansas Territory." 
"An act incorporating the Woodson Town Company," 
" An act to incorporate the town of Mount Pleasant." 
" An act to incorporate the town of St. Bernard." 
"An act to incorporate the Greenwood Town Company, Brown 

county." 
"An act to incorporate the Palmetto Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the city of Palermo, Kansas Territory." 
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" An act to incorporate the Tarromee Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Big Springs Town Association, near 

the county line, between the counties of Shawnee and Douglas." 
" An act to incorporate the Town Company of Wyola." 
" An act to incorporate the Town Company of America." 
" An act to incorporate the Town Company of Pierce. " 
" An act to incorporate the city of Topeka." 
" An act to detach the county of Brown from the county of Doni

phan, and to organize Brown county." 
" An act incorporating the city of Iowa Point." 
" An act to establish a territorial road from the town of Atchison 

to Vermilion City." 
" An act to incorporate the town of Paris, in the county of Linn." 
" An act to incorporate the Missouri River and Nemaha Railroad 

Company." 
" An act to locate and establish a territorial road from the Missouri 

State line at or near Fail's store, via Barnesville, via Miller's store, 
in Bourbon county; to Cofachiqui, in Allen county, Kansas Territory." 

" An act to incorporate the New Castle Coal and General Mining 
Company." 

" An act for the relief of the collectors of the public revenue." 
"An act to establish a ferry on the Kansas river, at the crossing 

of the territorial road, running from Bernard's store to Leavenworth 
city. " 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Kan8as Territory. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, Kansas Territory, FebTtt,ary 14, 1857. 

Letter to the architect of the capitol. 

ExECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lewmpton, KansaB Territory, February 16, 1857. 

Sm: In order that I may be able to make out a final estimate on 
the capitol buildiug at this place in favor of Dr. Rodrique, it is abso
lutely necessary that you come here without delay. 

I trust you will not hesitate, but will come up at once, as I am anx
ious to close the affair. 

Yours, very truly, 
JOHN W. GEARY .. 

WILLIAM RUMBOLD, Esq., 
St. Louis, Mi880uri. 

Commissions were issued to Thomas Hill, as sheriff; Miles Morris, 
&8 &8Se88Or; Samuel McDaniels, James McGee, and Sutton, a8 
juatices of the peace; Thomas Owens, John H. Bockus, Joshua Gri1ith, 
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and John Anderson, as constables; and John McDaniels, as county 
commissioner, tJice John Waterman, removed from the county, all in 
and for the county of Anderson . 

.Acts approved. 

G~ oj the council oj Kan8a8 Territory: 
I have the honor to return, with my approval, sundry bills, entitled: 
" An act entitled ' An act in relation to railroad companies.' " 
" An act to define the duties cf sheriffs and collectors of the reve-

nne." 
" An act to incorporate the Palmetto Hotel Company." 
" An act to incorporate the county of Breckenridge. " 
"An act to incorporate the Wakarusa Oity Company." 
" An act to incorporate the Town Company of Oharlotteville." 
"An act to incorporate the Prairie City Coal Mining Company." 
" An act to incorporate the Wakarusa City Seminary." 
"An act to locate the penitentiary'" 
" An act in relation to resignations." 
" An act to encourage the navigation of Kansas river." 
" An act to incorporate the St. George and St. Joseph Railroad 

company." 
" An act to authorize the formation of railroad associations, and to 

regulate the same." 
"An act to incorporate the Nicaragua Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Midway Town Association, Johnson 

county, Kansas Territory." 
" An act to incorporate the Madison Town Company." 
" An act to organize the connty of Coffey." 
"An act to amend certain parts of an act, entitled' An act con

cerning corporations. I " 

" An act to locate a territorial road from Prairie City, to the town 
of Lecompton." 

" An act to incorporate the Sonora Town Asssociation." 
" An act for the better protection of Luther M. Oarter, and the Te-

cumseh Town Association." 
" An act to incorporate the Powhattan Town Company." 
" An act in relation to associations." 
" An act in relation to incorportions." 
" An act to authorize judges of the probate court to take the ac

knowledgement and proof of deeds and other instruments, and to con
firm certain acts of the same." 

"An act legalizing the acts of probate judge and county commis
sioners of Shawnee county." 

" An act concerning tender and confession." 
• " An act to amend an actto establish and regulate justices' courts. 
" An act to incorporate the Tecumseh Cemetery Association. 
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" An act amendatory of an act, entitled 'An act to provide for the 
location of territorial roads in the Territory of Kansas." 

" An act to incorporate the Carolina Town Company," 
" An act supplemental to an act, entitled' An act to incorporate 

the Lecompton Bridge Company,' " 
" An act to incorporate the Lecompton Improvement Association." 
" An act to incorporate the town of Hiawatha." 
"An act to incorporate the Lawrence Bridge Company." 
"An act to anthorize the city of Leavenworth to borrow money," 
" An act to incorporate the Prairie City and Missouri State Line 

Railroad Company." ' 
"An act to incorporate the Claytonville Town Company." 
" An act to establish a territorial road from opposite St. Joseph, 

lIissouri, to St. George, in Kansas Territory." 
" An act, entitled 'An act to locate a territorial road from Marys

ville, in ~Iarshall county, Kansas Territory, to Council Grove, in the 
county of Wise.' " 

" .An act prescribing the compensation of county Treasurer," 
" An act to incorporate the Central Railroad Company of Kansas 

Territory. " 
" An act to punish rebellion." 
; ( An act to incorporate the Ottowa Town Company." 
" An act to incorporate the Marysville or Palmetto and Roseport 

Railroad Company." 
" An act supplemental to an act, entitled 'An act to incorporate 

the Kansas River Bridge Company.' " 
".An act to establish a ferry at Wyandott city in the Territory of 

Kansas." 
" An act supplemental to an act, entitled 'An act to regulate pro

ceedings upon writs of mandamus.' " 
" An act supplemental to an act, entitled 'An act to fix the time 

of holding the supreme court.' " 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Kansa8 Territory. 

Lecompton, Kansas Territory, February 17, 1857. 

FEBRUARY 18. 
Commission issued to E. 0. K. Garvey, as notary public, at Topeka, 

Shawnee county; Fielding Burns, as notary public, at Quindaro, 
Leavenworth county; D. A. N. Grover, as notary public at Leaven
worth city, Leavenworth ,county. 
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Resolution of HOUBe of Bepre8er&tative8. 

HOUSE OF RKPRB3BNTATIvm:l, 
February 17, 1857. 

I am instructed by the House to inform you of the passage of the 
the following resolution by that body, on Monday, 9th February: 

"Resolved, That the governor be respectfully requested to inform 
the House with as little delay as possible whether he has appointed 
any county officers in the Territory, and if any, who and to what 
office, whether he has commissioned the same, and under what au
thority of law said appointments were made." 

Respectfully yourll, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of KansM Territory. 

Reply. 

R. C. BISHOP, 
Ohief Clerk of H0U8e. 

Gentlemen of the House of Repre8entative8 of KansM Territory: 
In reply to your resolution of the 9th instant, I have the honor to in

form you that on the 8th of January last, I issued commissions to Wil
liam Woolman as probate judge; Richard Burr and Samuel Locke, as 
county commissioners; Turner Locke, as constable, and J. B. Scott as 
justice of the peace, all of Coffey county. 

At the time these commissions were issued, Coffey county was not 
organized, and the citizens were without legal means of transacting 
the necessary business of the county; and it was represented to me, 
and the fact substantiated to my satisfaction, that proper authority 
must somewhere be vested to prevent threatened breeches of the peace, 
and a resort to mob violence or lynch law, such being the necessity 
of the case. 

The citizens, for their own protection and safety, had held an elec
tion viva voce, for the county officers above named, and the gentle
men commissioned, I am informed, were thus elected by at least four
fifths of the bona fide residents or legal voters of the county. 

Upon their application to me for commissions, I consulted with Hon. 
Sterling G. Cato, the United States district judge of the judicial dis
trict of which Coffey county formed a part, who advised the issuing of 
the commissions. 

The judge concurred with me in the opinion, that as there seemed 
to be no law intervening between me and the organic act, and in the 
absence of any legislative action on the subject., and in view of the 
absolute necessities of the case, as expressed by so large a vote of the 
actual citizens; the required provi~ions should at once be made to 
meet the contingencies which the peculiar condition of Coffey county 
presented. 

JOHN W. GEARY. 
GOVer'1lor of Karu:as Territory. 

EXECUTn"E DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., February 18, 1857. 
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.Acts approved. 

Gentlemen of the HO'UIJe of Representatives of Kansas Territoy: 

I 
I 

I have the honor to return, with my approval, the following 
named bills: 

" An act to incorporate the Willow Spring Town Company." 
" An act to incorporate the Franklin Town Company." 
" An act to incorporate the town of Agnes City, in Breckenridge 

county." 
" An act to amend an act entitled cAn act to prevent the firing of 

woods, marshes and prairies.' " 
" An act establishing a territorial road from the city of Lecompton 

to the town of Richmond, in the county of Nemaha, and to other 
points." 

" An act to locate a territorial road from Palermo to Fort Riley." 
" An act to incorporate the Atchison and Fort Riley Railroad Com

pany." 
" An act to incorporate the Atchison and Lecompton Railroad Com

pany:' 
" An act to authorize the city of Lecompton to borrow money." 
" An act to establish a territorial road from Lodiana to a point op

posite to St. Joseph, Missouri, by way of the city of Palermo." 
c, An act prescribing oaths for officers and others in the Territory 

of Kansas." 
C C An act to declare the military road from Fort Riley to Bent's ·Fort 

a territorial road." 
" An act to establish a territorial road from Doniphan to Clayton

ville, in Brown county." 
"An act to incorporate the Kansas Valley Bank." 
"An act to incorporate the Sebastian Town Association." 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
GOVertlcn' of Kansas Territory. 

LiOOMPTON, KANSAS TERRITORY, 
Februm'y 18, 1857. 

Veto Message. 

Gentlemen of the Council of Kansas Territory: 
A.fter mature consideration of the bill, entitled "An act to provide 

for the taking. of a census, and election for delegaies to convention," 
I am constrained to return the same without my approval. 

Pa88ing over other objections, I desire to call your serious attention 
~ a material omission in the bill. 

I refer to the fact that the legislature has failed to make any pro
vision to submit the constitution, when framed, to the consideration 
of the people for their ratification or rejection. 

The position that a convention can do no wrong, and ought to be 
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in~sted with sovereign power, and that its constituents have no right 
tOoiudge of its acts, is extraordinary and untenable. 

The history of State constitutions, with scarcely an exception, will 
exhibit a uniform and sacred adherence to the salutary rule of popular 
ratificatiun. 

The practice of the Federal and State governments, in the adoption 
of their respective Constitutions, exhibiting the wisdom of'the past, 
will furnish us with a safe and reliable rule of action. 

The Federal Constitution WI\8 first proposed by a convention of 
delegates from twelve States, assembled in Philadelphia. This Con
stitution derived no authority from the first convention. It was sub
mitted to the various States, fully discussed in all its features, and 
concurred in by the people of the States in conventions assembled; and 
that concurrence armed it with power and invested it with dignity. 
Article 7th of the Constitution makes the ratification of nine State!, 
three-fourths of the number represented in the convention, essential 
to its adoption. 

In the adoption, not only of the Fejeral Constitution, but of nearly 
all the State constitutions, the popular ratification was made essential, 
and all amendments to those of most of the States are required to pass 
two legislatures, and then be submitted to the people for their ap
proval. 

In Kentucky, especially, all amendments to the constitution must 
pass two legiSlatures, and for two years be submitted to the vote of 
the people, upon the question of convention or no convention, on the 
specific amendments proposed. 

Treaties made by ambassadors are not binding until duly ratified 
by their respective governments, whose agents they are. 

Members of the legislature or of conventions are but the agents of 
the people, who have an inherent right to judge of the acts of their 
agents, and to condemn or approve them as in their deliberate judg
ment they may deem proper. 

The fundament&llaw of a commonwealth, so inseparably connected 
with the happiness and prosperity of the citizens, cannot be too well 
discussed, and cannot pass through too ma.ny ordeals of popular 
scrntiny. 

What delegates to conventions may do or what omit cannot be 
known until they have assembled and developed their action. If the 
whole power be vested in them without recourse over to the people, 
there is no guarantee that the popular wishes will be fairly and fully 
expressed. 

Although the people may have voted for a convention to form a 
State constitution, yet they have, by no just rule of construction, voted 
away the usual and universal right of ratification. 

Special instructions, covering every point arising in the formation of 
a constitution, cannot be given in the elections preliminary to a con
vention; and it is, therefore, proper that the aotion of the convention, 
necessarily covering new ground, should be submitted to the people 
for their consideration. 

The practical right of the people to ordain and establish govern
ments is found in the expressive and beautiful preamble to the Federal 
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Constitution: "We, the people," &c., "do ordain and establish this 
constitution." 

Let the constitution of Kansas be ratified and established by the 
solemn vete of the people, surrounded by such safeguards as will 
insure a fair and unbiassed expression of the actual bona fide citizens, 
and it will remain inviolably fixed in the affections of the people. 

In his report npon the Toombs bill, its distinguished author thus 
logically enumeratt's the various steps in the formation of a constitu
tion: "The preliminary meetings; the calling of the convent.ion ; 
the appointment of delegates; the assembling of the convention; the 
formation of the constitution; the voting on its ratification; the elec
tion of officers under it." 

In the same report the author most ju~tly remarks: "Whenever a 
a constitution shall be formed in any Territory, preparatory to itfl 
admission into the Union as a State, justice, the genius of our insti
tutions, the whole theory of' our republican system, imperatively 
demands that the voice of the people 8hall be fairly exp1'e68ed, and their 
will embodied in that fundamental law, without fraud, or violence, or 
intimidation, or any other improper or unlawful influence, and sub
ject to no other restrictions than those imposed by the Constitution of 
the United States." • 

The voice of the people fairly expressed, and its embodiment in the 
fundamental law, should be the earuest degire of every citizen of' a 
republic. 

But how can the voice of the people be fairly expressed, and their 
will be emhodied in the organic law, unless that law, when made, 
be submitted to them to determine whether it is their will which the 
convention has proclaimed. 

The leading idea and fundamental principle of our organic act, as 
expressed in the law itself, was to leave the actual bona fide inhabi
tants of the Territory" perfectly free to form and regulate their do
mestic institutions in their own way." The act confers almost un
limited power upon the people, and the only restriction imposed upon 
its exercise is the Constitutiou of the United Htates. 

"The great principle, then, upon which our free institutions rest, is 
the unqualified and absolute sovereignty of the people; and consti
tuting, as that principle does, the most positive and essential feature in 
the great charter of' our liberties, so is it better calculated than any 
other to give elevation to our hopes and dignity to our actions. So 
long as the people feel that the power to alter the form or change the 
character of the government abides in them, so long will they be im
pressed with that sense of secnrity and of dignity which must ever 
spring from the consciousness that they hold within their own hands 
a remedy for every political evil--a corrective for every governmental 
abuse and usurpation. 

"This principle must be upheld and maintained at all hazards and 
at every sacrifice-maintained in all the power and fullness-in all 
the breadth and depth of its utmost capacity and signification. It is 
not suffcient that it be acknowledgen as a mere abstraction, or theory, 
or doctrine, but as a practical, substantial, living reality, vital in every 
part." 
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The idea of surrendering the sovereignty of the Territories, the com
mon property of the people of the several States, into the hands of the 
few who first chance to wander into them, is to me a political novelty. 
Is it just that the Territories should exercise the righh of sovereign 
States until their condition and numbers become such as to entitle 
them to be admitted into the Union on an equality with the original 
States? 

In speaking of the proper construction of the organic act, its distin
guished author remarks: "The act recognizes the right of the peollie 
thereof, while a Territory, to form and regulate their own domestic m
stitutions in their own way, .l'ubject only to the Constitution of the 
United States, and to be received into the Union, so soon a.! they should 
attain the requisite number of inhabitants, on an equal footing tOith the 
original States in all respects whatever." 

In the report before alluded to the author says: "The point upon 
which your committee have entertained the most serious and grave 
doubts, in regard to the propriety of endorsing this proposition, relates 
to the fact that, in the absence of any census of the inhabitants, there 
is reason to apprehend that the Territory does not contain sufficient 
population to entitle them to demand admission under the trt'aty with 
France, if we take the ratio of representation for a member of Congress 
as the rule." 

In accordance with the foregoing views, I remarked, in my first 
message to your bocly, that "the durability and imperative authority 
of a State constitution, when the interests of the people require a State 
government, a'R.d a direct popular vote is necessary to give it sanction 
and effect, will be the proper occasion, once for all, to decide the grave 
political questions which underlie a well regulated commonwealth." 
And, in another portion of the same message, I said: "justice to the 
country and the dictates of sound policy require that the legislature 
should confine itself to such subjects as will preserve the basis of en
tire equality; and, tOhen a sutficient population is here, and they choose 
to adopt a State government, that they shall be 'perfectly free,' 
without let or hindrance, to form all their domestic institutions in 
their own way and to dictate that form of government which, in their 
deliberate judgment, may be deemed proper." 

The expressions "requisite number of inhabitants," "sufficient 
popUlation," and others, of similar import, can have no other mean
ing than that given them by onr leading statesmen, and by the com
mon judgment of the country, to wit: "the ratio of repr~sentation 
for a member of Congress." 

The present ratio for a member of Con~res8 is 93,420 inhabitants. 
What, then, is the present population of Kansas; or what will it be 
en the 15th of March next? as after that time no person arriving in 
the Territory can vote for a member of the convention under the pro
visions of this bill. 

At the last October election the whole vote polled for delegate to 
Congress was four thousand two hundred and seventy-six, (4,276,) 
while the vote in favor of a convention to frame a State constitution, 
was but two thousand six hundred and seventy, (2,670.) 

It is a well known fact to every person at all conversant with the 
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circumstances attending the last election, that the question of a State 
government entered but little into the canvass, and the small vote 
polled for a convention is significantly indicative of the popular in
difference on the subject. 

No one will claim that 2,670 is a majority of the voters of the Terri
tory, though it is a majority of those voting, and it is conceded that 
those not voting are bound by the act of those who did. 

The bill under consideration seems to be drawn from the bill known 
as the Toombs bill; but in several respccts it differs from that bill; 
and in these particulars it does not furnish equal guarantees for fairness 
and impartiality. The former secured the appointment of five im
partial commissioners to take and correct the census, to make a pr6per 
apportionment among the several counties, and generally to super
intend all the preliminaries so &s to secure a fair election; while, by 
the present bill, all these important duties are to be performed by 
probate judges and sheriffs, elected by and owing allegiance to a 
party. It differs in other important particulars. The bill of Mr. 
Toombs conferred valuable rights and privileges upon this Territory, 
'and provided means to pay the expenses of the convention; while this 
bill does neither. 

If we are disposcd to avail ourselves of the wisdom of the past, we 
will pause some time before we throw off ollr territorial condition, 
under present circumstances, by the adoption of a State government. 

The State of Michigan remained a Territory for five years after she 
had the requisite population, and so with other States; and when 
they were admitted, they were strong enough iu all the elements of 
material wealth to be self-supporting. And hence they knocked at 
the door of the Union with that manly coufidence which spoke of 
equality and self.reliance. 

California was admitted under peculiar and extraordinary circum
stances. Her rich mines of the precious metals attracted a teeming 
population to her shores, and her isolated position from the parent 
government, with her superabundant wealth, at once suggested the 
experiment of self-government; and at the time of her State consti
tution, ratified by the vote of the people, the population of California 
entitled her to two rtlpresentatives in Congress. 

I observe by the message of the governor of Minnesota that the 
population of' that thriving Territory exceeds 180,000. The taxable 
property amounts to between thirty and thirty-five millions of dol
lars. And in view of these facts, and of the large increase of agri
cultural products, cash, capital, &c., the governor favors a change 
from a territorial to a State government. To this end he suggests 
that a convention be called to form a constitution; that an act be 
passed for the taking of a cenSllS in April, and for such other pre
liminary steps &8 are necessary; and that if the constitution be 
"ratfled by the people" at the next October election, it shall be pre
sented to Congress in December following. 

These facts furnish an additional argument why the constitution 
should be submitted to the people, as the majority, preferring a terri
torial government, Bnd thinkiug a State government premature, may 
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desire to avail themselves of that opportunity to vote against any State 
constitution whatever. 

Burdened with heavy liabilities, without titles to our lands, our pub
lic buildings unfinished, our jails and court-houses not erected, with
out money even to pay the expenses of a convention; and just emerg
ing from the disastrous effects of a most bitter civil feud, it seems 
U'Qwise for a few thousand people, scarcely sufficient to make a good 
county, to discard the protecting and fostering care of a government, 
ready to assist us with her treasures and to protect us with her armies. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Kansu.'1 Territory. 

LECOMPTON, KA:XSAS TERRITORY, 
FebruanJ 18, 1857. 

Requisitionfor troop8. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, LECOMPTON, 
Kansa8 Territory, February 18, 1857. 

Sm: In consequence of a serious disturbance of the peace of this 
city, just occurred, I hereby request the aid of ten United States troops 
to assist in preserving order. 

His Excellency Governor GEARY. 

OWEN C. STEWART, 
Mayor of Lecompton. 

Requisition for troops. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 
Lecompton, K. T., February 18, 1857. 

Sm: You and your entire command are requested to report on foot, 
immediately, to me at this place. There is difficulty here. Two or 
three men have been shot. There i'3 not a moment to be lost. Bring 
musketry ammunition. 

Yours, &c. 

Captain NEWBY, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of KanBa8 Territory. 

Commanding troop8 near Lecompton. 

Acts approved. 

FEBRUARY 19. 
Gentlemen of the Oouncil of Kansas Territory: 

The following named bil1s are herewith returned, with my ap
proval: 

"An act to incorporate the l\Ionique Town Company." 
" An act to incorporate the Palermo and St. Joseph Railroad Com

pany." 
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" An act to incorporate the Vir~nia Town Company." 
" An act to establish a territorIal road from the city of Lawrence 

to the town of Burlington, in Coffey county." 
"An act to establish a territorial road from Wakarusa city to 

Council Grove." 
"An act to locate a territorial road from the town of Palermo 

westward to the town of Claytonville, in Brown county." 
" A bill to incorporate the Toronto Town Company." 
" An act to incorporate the Buchanan UniverSIty." 
" An act to incorporate the Kansas Female ColJegiate Institute." 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Kan8QIJ Territory. 

LECOMPTON, KANSA& TERRITORY, 
February 19, 1857. 

Veto me88age. 

Gentlemen of the Home of Repre8entatives of KamaB Territory: 
I have carefully examined an "Act supplementary to an act enti

tied' An act to graut pre-em~tions to school lands in certain cases;' " 
aud, having comparee! with It the acts of Congress relative to school 
lands, I am constrained to believe that, as the school lands embraced 
in sections 16 and 36 have been reserved by a clause in the organic 
act, so that the disposal of them requires an enabling act of Con
gress. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Kan8QIJ Territory. 

LECOMPTON, KANSAS TERRITORY, 
February 19, 1857 • 

.4cts approved. 

FEBRUARY 20. 

To the House oj Representatives of KamaB Territory : 
GENTLEMEN: I have the honor herewith to return you, with my ap-

proval, the following named bills: 
"An act to incorporate the Springfield Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the 1tfissouri City Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Hamilton Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Centropolis Town Company." 
" An act to incorporate the Potosi Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Neoma Town Association." 
"An act to incorporate the Versailles Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Valley Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Spartanburg Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Marshall Town Company." 
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"An act to incorporate the Louisville Town Company, in Kansas 
Territory. " 

" An act to incorporate the Kansas College Association." 
" An act to incorporate the Atchison Mill Company." 
,e An act to incorporate Leavenworth Fire and Marine Insurance 

Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Doniphan Coal and Mining Com-

pany." • 
" An act to incorporate the W ansoppea Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Wheatland Town Company." 
" An act to incorporate the town of Olathe." 
" An act in relation to trespass on school lands. " 
"A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Delaware and Le

compton Railroad Company." 
" An act to amend an act relatini to injunctions." 
" An act to locate permanently the seat of justice of Leavenworth 

county." 
" An act to locate a territorial road." 
" An act to establish a territorial road from Leavenworth City to 

Peora.·· 
" An act to establish a territorial road from Marysville via Rich

mond and Claytonville to the town of Troy." 
"An act to amend an act for securing liens to mechanics and 

others." 
"An act to establish a ferry at the city of Palermo, Doniphan 

county." 
Ie An act to amend an act entitled An act to provide for the collec

tion of revenue." 
" An act (lpfining the powers and duties of connty commissioners 

and other COUll ty officers 10 certain cases." 
" An act to establish a territorial road from the town of Atchison 

to the city of Lecompton, via Wigglesworth's Ford, on Stranger 
creek." 

" An ac' to establish a road from the town of Olathe, on the Santa. 
Fe road, to the crossing of the Wakarusa, at Blue Jacket's." 

" An act to incorporate the Missouri River Bridge Company," 
" An act to prOVIde for the location of the county seat of Davis 

county." 
" An act to incorporate the Mine Hill Railroad and Mining Com

pany." 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Governor of Kansas Territory. 
LECOMPTON, KANSAS TERRITORY, 

February 20, 1857. 

Acts app'I'ooed. 
Gentlemen, of the Home of Repre8e1uative8 of KaMas Territory: 

I herewith return, with my approval, the following bills: 
" An act to borrow money for territorial purposes." 
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"An act to incorporate the Coahooma Town Company." 
" An act to incorporate the Westphalia Town Company." 
" An act more particularly to define the boundaries of the several 

counties in Kansas Territory." 
c; An act to establish a ferry on the Kansas river." 
"An act to amend an act entitled, "An act providing for the 

establishment of common schools." 
" An act for the relief of William J. Preston." 

JOHN W GEARY, 

LECOMPTON, KA:s'sAS TERRI'l'ORY, 
February 20, 1857. 

Governor of Kansas Territory. 

Appointments. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, LECOMPTON, K. T., 
February 20, 1857. 

GJL.VTLEMEN: I hereby nominate and appoint the following named 
gentlemen to the following positions: 

F. J. Marshall, of Marshall county, as major general, in place of 
William P. Richardson, deceased. 

H. J. Strickler, of Shawnee county, comptroller of the treasury. 
L. J. Hampton, of Jefferson county, as master of convicts. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 

To the COUNCIL OF KANSAS TERRITORY. 
Governor of Kansas. 

Acts approved. 

GENTLEMEN OF THE COUNCIL OF KANSAS TERRITORY: I have the honor 
to return, with my approval, the following bills, viz: 

"An act to incorporate the St. George Town Company, and for 
other' Furposes." 

A resolution to allow the clerks of council and house of representa
tives additional compensation. 

A resolution "in re~ard to the colonial records of Pennsylvania." 
"An act to prohibIt the circulation of paper currency of a les8 

denomination than three dollars." 
"An act to prevent civil officers from speculating in territorial or 

county warrants." 
"An act to incorporate the Wewoka Town Company." 
It An act to amend the eleventh article of an act entitled cAn act 

concerning costs.' " 
"An act to incorporate the Petrea Town Company." 
"An act to establish a territorial road from the city of Lecompton, 

in Douglas county, by way of the town of Clinton, in said county, to 
the Sac and Fox agency, in Weller county." 

"An act to incorporate the Clinton Town Association, in Douglas 
county." 
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"An act to incorporate the Stranger Bridge Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Lexington Town Association." 
"An act to provide for the pay of clerks." . 
"An act to Incorporate the Kansas Water Power and Manufacturing 

Company." 
"An act to layout and establish a territorial road from Paola and 

Centreville." 
"An act more definitely to define the eastern boundary of Leaven-

worth county." 
"An act to organize the county of Dickinson." 
"An act to incorporate the Tacoah Town Company." 
"An act to locate a territorial road from the town of Shannon, 

the county seat of Anderson, to the town of Hampden, in Coffey 
county." 

"An act to incorporate the Rising Sun Town A88Ociation." 
"An act to incorporate the Eastern Kansas and Gulf Railroad 

Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Laurel Hill Cemetery Association." 
tC An act to incorporate the Chaumiere Town Association." 
"An act to incorporate the St. Joseph and Topeka Railroad 

Company." 
"Au act entitled 'An act to incorporate the Kansas River Navi

gating Company.' " 
"An act to authorize certain persons to locate a ferry on the Mis-

souri river, between Kansas city and Wyandotte." 
"An act to incorporate the town of Burlington." 
"An act to incorporate the Geary City Association." 
" An act amendatory to an act entitled 'an act attaching certain 

territory to the county of Madison.' " ~ 
" An act to incorporate the St. Leander Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Cherokee Town Company." 
"An act to incorporate the Shenandoah Town Company." 
" An act to incorporate the Centropolis College." 
"An act to incorporate the county of Davis, in the Territory of 

Kansas." 
" An act making appropriations for the expenses of the Territory of 

Kansas for the year 1857. 
" An act to abolish the office of auditor of public accounts, and to 

create the office of comptroller of the treasury." 
" An act making appropriations for the years 1855 and 1856." 
" An act to incorporate the Eudora Town Associa.tion." 
" Council concurrent resolution petitioning Congress for the right 

of pre-emption in a certain case." 
" An act authorizing certain persons to execute a trust, and convey 

title of H. R. Lykens, to property received from the United States 
government, upon the site occupied by the town of Lawrence." 

" An act to mcorporate the Haskell College." 
JOHN W. GEARY. 

Governo1' of KaMas Territory. 
LECOMPTON, KANSAS TERRITORY, 

February 20, 185'1. 
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Gmtlemen of the oounm"l of KanBaB Territory: I have the honor 
to return, with my approval, the following bills: 

" An act to authorize the governor to sign certain laws." 
" An act supplt·mental to an act entitled 'An act to incorporate the 

Lawrence Bridge Company.' " 
"An act to incorporate the Emporia Town Company, and to incor

porate the City of Emporia, with a territorial road thereto." 
I shall have no further communication to make during the present 

sellsion. 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Governor 0/ Kantl(J8 Territory. 
LBooMPTON, K. T., February 20, 1857. 

GMtlemen. of the MU8e 0/ repruentatitJe8 of K08UIQIJ Territory: I have 
the honor to return, with my a:pproval, bills entitled-

H An act to amend an act entItled 'An act to incorporate the City of 
Leavenworth.'" 

" An act entitled' An act to authorize a company to build a bridge 
across the Grassbopper creek, in the Territory of Kansas.' " 

" An act to incorporate the Grand Central Gulf Railroad Company." 
"An act to define and establish the council and representative 

districts for the second legislative assembly, and for other purposes." 
"An act to provide for the location 0 tha county seat of Riley 

county." 
" An act to incorporate the Palermo Insurance Company." 
" An act to incorporate a ferry at the town of Quindaro, across the 

Missouri river." 
I shall have no further communication to make during the present 

session. 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

GOVernqr of Kantl(J8 Territory. 
LBCOMPTON, K. T., February 20, 1857. 

The foregoing is a correct copy of the executive minutes of Kansas 
Territory, from the 1st to the 20th of February, 1857, inclusive. 

JOHN H. GIRON, 
Secretary to the Governor. 

LliXlOlIPTON, K. T., February 21, 1857. 

FEBRUARY 21, 1857 . 
..4.djournmem oj the legiBlature. 

At 12 o'clock, midnight, both branches of the legislative assembly 
baving just adjourned, all the members, together with the clerks, 
doorkeepers, and other attaches, with a number of citizens, visited 
tbe governor in a body at his residence. Upon their reception the 

Ex. Doc. 1'1-12 
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govE\rnor addressed them at length upon the past, present, and future 
of the Territory, and on the agreeable termination of the labors of the 
legislature. He was happily responded to by the president of the 
council, the speaker of the house of representatives, and several 
prominent members and others; after which a universal interchange 
of kindly sentiments took place. Most of the members departed early 
this morning for their various homes. 

Letter to the Secretary of State. 

EXBCUTIVB DBP ARTMBNT, 
LeromptoR, KafUJa/J Territory, February 21, 1857. 

Sm: Since my last despatch nothing of much importance has trans
pired here. 

The legislature has passed a bill calling a convention to frame a 
State constitution, the delegates to be elected in June, three months' 
previous residence being required for voters. Convention to meet in 
September next. As the bill contained no provision to submit the 
constitution, when framed, to the people for ratification or rejection, 
I esteemed it my duty to return it without my signature. My mes
sage on this subject will be found in my executive minutes, herewith 
transmitted. The legislature passed the bill, notwithstanding my 
objections. 

As there will be a number of popular elections dnring the present 
year which will create excitement, it will be necessary for the execu
tive to be well sustained by United States troops, who are not affected 
by partisan considerations, in order that any breach of the peace from 
any quarter be promptly suppressed. I would, therefore, suggest that 
Ii sufficient force of dragoons be stationed at Fort Leavenworth to 
respond to any call of the executive in cases of emergency. 

Some disturbances occurred at this place on Wednesday last, at a 
public meeting held by the citizens of this and the adjoining counties, 
without distinction of party, over which the mayor of the city presided. 

The assemblage was up on Capitol square, for the purpose of ex
pressing their views relative to the recent aS8&ult upon the executive, 
and of declaring their sentiments relative to his official actions. A 
committee todraguht the customary resolutions were appointed, and 
while this committee were engaged in the discharge of their duty 
several addresses were made. 

Upon the resolutions being read, William T. Sherrard, who had 
previously made an attack upon myself and my private secretary and 
another member of my household, took the stand, and pronounced the 
committee who reported the resolutions, and all who endorsed them, 
as liars, cowards, and scoundrels. Mr. Sheppard, a citizen present, 
remarked that he was neither, and that he endorsed the resolutions; 
whereupon Sherrard drew a pistol, (he having provided himself with 
two six-shooters and a bowie knife expressly for the occasion,) and 
fired upon Sheppard, wounding him twice. Several shots were fired, 
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and in the affray Sherrard was shot in the head. Both Sheppard and 
SheTrard were 8eriously wounded, but there is every chance that both 
will recover. 

From all the circum8tance8, I am sati8fied that there was a prede
termination on the part ot' Sherrard and his friends to disturb and 
break up the meeting by violence, and it i8 very fortunate that much 
more injury was not done. 

Since the meeting of the legi81ature in this place there has been 
considerable agitation here, and it i8 to be hoped that the expl08ion of 
Wednesday la8t will have the effect of calming the agitated elements. 

I do not think it necessary to refer to other 8ubject8, a8 they are 
particularly noted in my executive minutes. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY. 

Hon. WILLIA.M L. MARCY, 
Swretary of State, WtJ8hington, D. O. 

N. B. William T. Sherrard, the person alluded to in the foregoing 
letter, died on the morning of Saturday, the 21st in8tant, a few hours 
after the letter was despatched for Wa8hington. 

Pardons granted. 

Upon the petition of member. of the legi8lature and numerous citi· 
zens of Domphan county pardon8 were granted to F. M. Mahan, 
AU{l:ustus Morque8, Francis Yocum, and Daniel Fulton, Mes8rs •. 
Beeler & Co., and William Pcepyes, 8everally convicted at the la811 
A.ugust term of the fir8t di8trict court, held at Whitehead, in Doni-
phan county, for 8elling liquor without license, it having been shown. 
that the partie8 named were ignorant of the exi8tence of any law, or 
the means to a8certain that fact, making the offence of which the!" 
were convicted criminal and puni8hable. 

Letter fram the Swretary of State. 

DEPARTMENT OJ!' STAD; 
WQ8hington, February 4, 185'T~ 

SIB.: The original letter, of which the encl08ed is a copy, was< 
brought to the notice of the President a few day8 8ince by Hon. Jame&, 
A. 'Pearce, of the United State8 Senate. The discrepaneie8 between 
the statements of thi8 letter and th08e contained in your official com~ 
munica.tion of the 19th of September la8t are 8uch toot the President. 
directs me to encl08e you the copy for explanation. 

I am, sir, re8pectfully, your obedient servant,. 
W •. L. MARCY~ 

JOB W. GEARY, E8q., 
(koemo of KOII/,8tJ8, Le.compton. 
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Letter oj Judge LecMnpte. 

LEA. VENWOBTH CITY, KANSAS TERRITORY, 
December 23, 1856. 

My DEAR SIR: I take pleasure in furnishing you the facts in the 
case of Bayes, which I see by your letter, as well as by newspaper 
items, has obtained a notoriety vastly disproportioned to its real con-
sequence. . 

On the last day of the term of my court, held at Lecompton, for the 
first district, application was made by the counsel of Hayes for bail. 
Understanding that he was indicted for murder, I observed that I 
could not admit to bail, unless testimony was offered tending to ac
quit him of the charge. I was asked by his counsel whether I would 
hear such testimony, the term of the court being limited, and that 
being the last day of the session. I said I would. A witne88 was 
called, who stated that he was with the prisoner on the day named in 
the indictment, and that they were coming in company from Lecomp
ton to Leavenworth. I inquired for and bad called the witnesses on 
the part of the Territory. They were not in attendance. The matter 
being submitted upon this evidence, and some observations by bis 
counsel, who claimed to have thus furnished proof of au alibi, I d.r 
elined to admit him to bail, stating, as my reason, that I did not 
consider the day named &8 an averment material to he proved, and 
that, while the proof exonerated him from the charge on that day J it 
was possible, and consistent with the evidence offered, that he was 
guilty of the crime on another day, before or after, and committed 
him to the custody of the marshal. In the afternoon, by his counsel, 
he asked permission to offer other and additional testimony to have a 
further hearing upon his application. I granted; some two or three 
(three, I think) other witnesses were sworn, who concurred in saying 
that they were with Hayes in the ranks of the militia, returning from 
Lawrence to Lecompton, on the day of the murder, and that he was 
in the ranks during the day, and that they frequently saw him. I 
again had the witnesses for the government called. They not being 
forthcoming, I stated that I was not fully satisfied to bail. At this 
moment the district attorney, prosecuting on behalf of the govern
ment, arose and stated that he knew Hayes well; that he was a 
neighbor of his ; and that he had full confidence that Mr. Hayes could 
give good bail, and would be forthcoming to answer the charge, if 
bail were allowed; and that he had no objection to his being admitted 
to bail. 

I immediately replied, that being the case, if he can give sufficient 
security in the sum of ten thousand dollars, I will take it. It was 
immediately given and he was diSCharged. But for subsequent occur
rences, I know not that I should have thought of the matter again 
from that day to this. It attracted no more of my attention than any 
other case upon which I have acted. I never heard the matter men
tioned, as I now recollect, except as I have detailed it. I had never 
seen Hayes before, to my knowledge, and should not now kn(Jw him, 
but for the same subsequent occurrences. I cared neither more nor 
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less for him than any other person arraigned before me. I saw Gov
ernor Geary that evening, and received frem him the same courtesy 
which had marked all our intercourse, neither knowing nor thinking 
whether he knew or cared anything about Hayes. He politely asked 
me, when I stated that I was going home in the morning (this was 
Saturday) to remain and take a seat with him to Leavenworth on 
Monday. I declined, stating that, having been so long (a month) from 
my family, I was \'ery anxious to get home. 

I saw him again in the morning, when he repeated the invitation, 
which I again, for the same reason, declined, and in a few minutes 
started, in company with a number of friends, for home. 

To my infinite surprise, I learned from the marshal, who, passing 
my house, called to see me the next Wednesday, that the governor had 
ordered him to rearrest Hayes, and that upon his refusal, Colonel 
Titus had been ordered to rearrest him, and had left Lecompton for 
that purpose. 

A day or two afterwards application was made to me by Hayes for 
an lwJJea8 corpus. This I issued. Being brought before me on the 
return day, and the matter being submitted, I discharged him. I 
trouble you with copies of' the application, the habeaR corpus, &c., &c. 

Thus the matter ended here, but to be renewed, as it seems, through
out the country. While I much regret that so unexpected a notoriety 
shall have been given to an ordinary official act, I have the consola
tion to know that it has not been by any act of aggression on my 
part, and, as I think, by no unwarranted aSlumption of power. 

That I had a right to bail Hayes is as clear to my mind as any legal 
proposition. 

It follows, Iluppose, from the legislative adoption of the common 
law, (see 3 East., page 167, King V8. Marks,) and is given in the most 
ample terms by the large jurisdiction conferred by the Kansas act 
npon the district courts of the Territory, in connexion with the judi
ciary act of 1789. 

I have exercised the same power at the fall term of my court, pre
ceding that above mentioned, in favor of Robinson, Brown and others: 
indicted for high treason. I had bailed them on the grollnd that they ten
dered themselves ready for trial and the government was not ready, but 
asked a continuance, and that upon grounds which, though not strictly 
legal, seemed to me to entitle them to it ; but yet grounds, namely, 
the public disturbances, for which I could not regard the prisoners as 
responsible. I felt that it would be oppressive, under those circum
stances, to hold them in custody, and, against the argument of the 
representative of the government, bailed them. In Hayes' case I ex
ercised the same power, but with the acquiescence of the district attor
ney, as I have stated. 

Besides this acq uieRCence, however, and the testimony &8 mentioned, 
I had the following additional reasons for doing so : 

The Statutes, ch. 129, art. 5, sec. 1, entitled him to demand a trial •. 
This presupposed the government to be ready; and when its witnesses. 
were called, it was its laches, and not Hayes', that they were not in 
attendance. I presumed again, from the acquiescence of the district. 
attorney, that there was no case against him which would make it at. 
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all imperative that he should be holden in custody. This presump
tion I based upon the provisions of Statutes 131 and 129, art. 3, sees. 6, 
7, and S. Moreover, I was well satisfied that the great purpose alike 
of bail and of commitment, the having the party forthcoming to 
answer the charge, was more likely to be obtained by bail than by 
commitment. 

There had been no instance in which I had committed criminals for 
murder of their appearance for trial. McCrea, committed, had es
caped. Wilson, committed for the murder of his wife, had escaped. 
True, the prisoners then in custody had been so for a while, but it was 
evident as any fact that, with such means of security as existed, they 
could get out at any time. The late escape of thirty or more (I think) 
of their number shows this; and I know well it was nightly expected, 
while I was holding court, that they would escape. I believe, in 
common with almost everybody else, that they did not, only because 
they did not seriously apprehend that the law would be strictly en
forced against them. I am far from intending by these suggestions 
to intimate that the executive was not performing his duties. I simply 
mean that there was not, as there never has been, and now is not, 
any such thing as a place of secure imprisonment in the Territory. 
Without adding further on this point, I will but say that, feeling 
perfectly satisfied of my authority, and that I exercised my discretion 
ponestly, I have nothing to recant, as 1 have nothing to excuse. 

As to the reports that I had refused to bail others (free-State men) 
for less offences, believe me, sir, they are as false as if the devil told 
them, come from what source they may, as all reports are that repre
sent me as having, in any solitary case, made the slightest distinction 
between suitors of one party and another. On the contrary, I name 
Boyles and Bainter, charged with robbery and assault with intent to 
murder, who were on bail up to the time of their trial; Brook, ch"'rged 
with ap.sault with intent to murder, of whom I agreed to take bail, 
but committed him only for want of sufficient security; and well re
member another case, though not the name, of one who was released 
either a day or two before Hayes, and is now at large on bail for his 
appearance at the next term, precisely as Hayes is, charged with as
sault with intent to murder. The prosecutor I saw in court, one eye 
being shot out in the assault. These were released by precisely the 
same preliminary steps that Hayes was. Besides these cases, at the 
same term, I had heard testimony in the case of Brown and others at 
my spring term with the same view, but had declined to admit them 
to bail, because the evidence was totally unsatisfactory; and, after I had 
come home, agreed to take testimony, with the s~me view, in Bobin
son's case, he having been subsequently arrested, as they were, on the 
charge of treason, and being under indictment. More than this, after 
having fixed a day to go into Leavenworth for this purpose, he was 
taken up to Lecompton. I was then applied to by his counsel to go 
up there, and consented to do it, and started for the purpose, but was 
.excused by him by the following note: 
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" LBAVBNwoRm CrrY, 
"Saturday evening, March 31, 1856. 

"DEA.R 8m: On returning to town from your house this evening 
I reflected very seriously on the inconvenience to which I was about to 
subject you in insisting upon your accompanying me to Lecompton in 
the morning, and, in view of the very little I had to hope from that 
troublesome ride, I have made up my mind not further to insist upon 
it. You will, therefore, my dear sir, so far as my deliberate judg
ment, as counsel for the prisoners at Lecompton, can excuse you from 
any neglect of duty in not going there, plead it in bar, for I do not 
require it. With my sincere thanks, therefore, for the very courteous 
manner in which you received me, and for the obliging consent to ac
company me on a long and tedious journey, I beg leave to assure you 
of my most respectful consideration, and subscribe myself your obe
dient servant, 

"WM. H. BUBBELL. 
"Hon. S. D. LECOMPTB, 

" U. S. DiBtrict Judge, K. T." 

The only casel that occur to me having the semblance of refusal to 
bail are: one of Ritchie, and another of' one of the number of men 
charged with murder at Hickory Point. 

These were as follows: Ritchie was indicted in not less than six, 
perhaps eight, cases of robbery. On application for bail, about 80 week 
before the adjournment, I said to his counsel that I did not think I 
ought to allow bail in snch a case; the presumption, from so many 
indictments, being all against the possibility of hasty action by the 
grand jury. It wa.s then expected da.ily that the cases, or sOple of 
them, would be ready for trial. As the term approached a close, and 
it became inevitable that the cases should be continued, appliCl).tion 
was again made, and I consented to take bail. Being asked by his 
counsel to fix the amount in each case, when I was about to do so 
the district attorney stated that he was also included in the indict
ment for murder in the attack upon Titus' house. This closed the 
application, his counsel not proposing to offer any exc·tlpatory evi
dence, and the subject ended, not by a repeal, but under the very rule 
which I had applied in the case of Hayes, and of Robinson, Brown, 
&c., at the preceding terms, and which I had announced in all other 
similar cases. 

In this case, it is true, I would have required, as I conceived my 
duty, a very strong case to be made, indicted, as he was, in so many 
aggravated cases, and himself manifesting no little destitution of prin
ciple and an utter disrt'gard of the laws. 

'fhe other was a case, called to my notice informally, upon which 
no action was bad, of one of some ei~hty or more who had been com
mitted by Judge Cato for murder at Hickory Point. The matter was 
called to my attention by some friend of the party, who bore a letter 
from Governor Geary, stating that he had called on him and he had 
referred him to me. . 

1 stated to him that I searcely knew whether it would be worth 
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while to make a formal application in the matter; that it was but a 
very short time before the matt.er would come before the grand jury; 
and that I was not satisfied as to the propriety of a rehearing of the 
matter by me, as he had been committed for trial by Judge Oato, who 
had as much authority in the premises as I had; that it was a pity 
that any peculiar circumstances of his case that would justify bail had 
not been presented to judge Oato at the hearing by him; that, never
theless, I would hear an application if one were made, though I 
much doubted, under the circumstances, whether I could do anything 
in the matter at any rate before the session of court, (my impression 
is that this occurred in vacation, between the hearing of the prelimi
nary examination before Judge Oato and the term.) Being at the 
governor's room at that day, he mentioned the subject, and I stated 
to him, in substance, &s above, what I had said; with all of which 
he concurred. No application was made, nor did I hear more of the 
matter. I aopposed that it was not thought of sufficient interest, as 
it was not more than a week or two before the probable disposal of 
the matter, til justify any further thought or action. 

If either of these cases has been represented at Washington as a 
refusal by me to take bail in the case of "free-State men," I pro
nounce such representation false. 

While I cannot know certainly the motive, it is but a reasonable 
supposition that it was a malignant one. However this may be, the 
falsity of the statement is certain; and if any representation has been 
there made to the effect that in any single instance I have adminis
tered the law with any reference to the political opinions of suitors, 
it is basely false, no matter by whom made, to whom, or for what 
purpose. 

I have thus, I fear at an unpardonable length, my dear sir, answ3red 
your questions. I have but to add that, entertaining for the President 
a high admiration, and for his position the profoundest respect, and 
for the governor the most friendly feelings, and in his executive 
qualities great confidence, I yield to neither in integrity of purpose 

. or official qualification; and while I have made to you these state
ments, I have to neither the one nor the other any explanations to 
make, otherwise than in courtesy, of my official action. 

As they have sworn to see to the faithful execution, so have I sworn 
to see to the faithful administration, of the laws. If the President, 
conceiving himself empowered constitutionally so to do, shall remove 
me, very well. 

While I hold the office I will exercise its functions as I have done, 
according to my best judgment and cODscience, without ever thinking 
to inquire whether I please him, or the governor, or any body else. 

If thus I shall, as hitherto I have done, enjoy the confidence and 
respect of those who know me-well, and thank God for it; but if 
otherwise, I shall submit with great cheerfulness rather to suffer under 
injustice than to excite, for future remorse, the bitter consciousneas of 
sycophantic infidelity to duty. 

Allow me, my dear sir, to assure you of my most sincere thanks for 
the friendliness which prompted your letter, and, while submitting to 
you this reply, for any use, without restriction, which you may be 
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pleased to make of it, of the unqualified respect with which I have 
the honor to be 

Your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL D. LECOMPTE. 

Hon. J. A. PEARCE. 

Letter to the Secretary of State. 

ExBCUTIVB DEPARTIIIIBN'f, 
Lecomptoo, K. T., February 20, 1857. 

Sm : Your despatch of the 4th instant, enclosing me a copy of Judge 
Lecompte's letter on the Hayes case, and calling my attention "to 
the discrepancies between the statements of that letter and those con
tained in your (my) official communication of the 19th of September 
last, and requesting 'explanation,' '! was received. by last mail. 

In reply, I have simply to state that "what I have written I have 
written," and I have nothing further to add, alter, or amend on this 
subject. 

My executive minutes, faithfully chronicling my official actions and 
the policy which dictated them at the time they occurred, and my 
various despatches to the gOTernment, contain but the simple truth, 
told without fear, favor, or affection; and I will esteem it a favor to 
have them all published. for the inspection of the country. 

Your obedient servant, 

Hon. WHo L. MARCY, 
Secretary of State. 

JNO. W. GEARY, 
GotJe'I"Rm of KaMaB Territrwy. 

ALABAMA, 
8ecntary of State' 8 office. 

Sm: Agreeably to the requirements of a law of this State, I have the 
honor to transmit to your excellency the 28th volume of Alabama Re
ports, for the use of the State over which you preside, and am required. 
to ask respectfully an interchange of your laws and reports, for the 
use of this State. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
J. H. WEAVER, 

His ExceUt\ncy THE GOVERNOR 
Secretary of State. 

of KaMas 2. erritory. 
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ExBCUTIVB DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., Fe1Jruarg 21, 1857. 

8m: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of volume 28, 
Alabama Reports. . 

Truly yours, 

Hon. J. H. WUVD, 

JNO. W. GEARY, 
Governor of Kansa8 Territory. 

Secretary of State, Alabama. 

FEBRUARY 23. 

ActB approved. 

Agreeably to an act of the recent legislative assembly, the following 
named bills were this day approved by the governor: 

"An act to incorporate the Emporia Town Company, and to incorpo
rate the city of Emporia, with a territorial road thereto." 

"An act supplemental to an act entitled 'An act to incorporate the 
Lawrence Bridge Company.''' 

"An act to authorize the governor to sign certain laws." 
"An act entitled 'An act to authorize the Auditor to settle with the 

Comptroller of the Treasury.' •• 
"An act to incorporate the Wepeahm Town Company." 
"A resolution recommending a manuscript book of forms." 
"An act supplemental to an act entitled 'An act to provide for the 

aUditing claims.' " 
"Joint resolution concerning the laws." 
"An act to authorize the payment of one hundred and twenty-nine 

dollars and eighty cents to George Matney." 
"An act to provide for the auditing of claims." 
"An act to regulate conflict of prosecutions in incorporated towns 

and cities." 
"An act to amend an act entitled 'An act to incorporate the city of 

Leavenworth, Kansas Territory.' " 
"An act to organize the county of Franklin." 
"An act concerning conveyances." 
"An act supplemental to an act entitled 'An act to incorporate the 

Leavenworth, Paw.nee, and Western Railroad Company.''' 
"An act to charter the city of Lawrence." 

OommiB8ions issued. 

Commissions were issued to A. J. Bakel', as probate judge; Chria
topher Columbus and Aaron Dow, as county commissioners; and Elisha 
Goddrel, as sheriff-all in and for the county of Breckenridge. 

Joseph Moon, &R probate judge; Uriah Umphrey and R. 1. Elliott, 
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88 county commissioners; and Jefi'erson Pigman, &8 sheriff-all in and 
for Madison county. 

A.. J. Hoob and James P. Sanders, as county commissioner, in and 
for the county of Dougl808. 

John Randolph, as probate judge, andS. N. Sillyaud S. B. White, 
88 county commissioners, in and for Riley county. 

Robert Rey nolds, as probate judge; N. B. White and C. L. San
ford, 808 county commissioners; and H. N. Williams, 808 sheriff-all in 
for the county of Davis. 

Robert Wilson, as probate judge; Chas. Jenkins and G. W. Gil
lespie, as county commissioners; and -- Wilson, as sheriff-all in 
and for Pottawatomie county. 

Johu B. Boyce, &8 notary public for the county of Doniphan. 

Oircular j'NYm the 001m&tl oj Ordnance. 

ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Washington, January 22, 1857. 

8m: In order that arrangements may be made to answer the calls 
of the States and Territories for arms to be used during this year, 
nndertbe laws for arming and equipping the militia, you are respect
fully requested to inform this office what description of arms will be 
required by the Territory for 1857. 

The quota assigned to the Territory for ~his year amounts to 137 
muskets to which being added H of a musket due on last year's 
quota, there are now in all due 137M muskets. 

The States and Territories are credited with their annual quota in 
terms of muskets. If other descriptions of small arms or field artil
leryare required, they are charged at their cost, by their equivalent 
in muskets, as per accompanying statement. . 

Requisitions for arms should be transmitted direct to this office, 
and should state particularly whether the appropriate accoutrements, 
harnen, &c., will be required, with the kind of arms that may be de
signated, and also the place where, and the person to whom, they are 
to be delivered. 

No other arms or equipments will be issued but those of the patterns 
regularly adopted for the United States troops. 

By the existing regulations, the arms will be delivered at any place 
within the Territory situated upon navigable waters, or otherwise 
easily accessible, which may be designated by the governor, or other 
anthorized officer of the Territory. 

The United States cannot, however, incur any extraordinary expense 
for transporting the arms to the interior by land. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. K. CRAIG. 

HiB Excellency Tm: GoVERNOR 
oj Ka'll8a8 TerriWry. 

Oolonel oj OrdMflOtl. 
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FEBRUARY 25. 

OommiBBiona issued. 

Commissions were issued to John W. RusseU, as notary public for 
Leavenworth county, Ka.nsas Territory. 

Lawrence Waldo, of Indianapolis, as commissioner of deeds for the 
State of Indiana. 

E. D. Ladd, of Lawrence, as notary public for Douglas county, 
Kansas Territory. 

William L. McMath, of Wyandotte city, as notary public for 
Leavenworth county, Kansas Territorr. 

John T. Scott, as surveyor of AtchIson county, to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of F. G. Palmer. 

Thomas Dayarmond, as constable for the township of Kickapoo, in 
the county of Leavenworth, in place of S. W. Tunnell, resigned. 

Letter from General Smith. 

The fl.,l1owing letter from General Persifer F. Smith, in reply to a 
requisition for troops to prevent a threatened breach of the peace, 
made on the 9th instant, was received on the 10th, two days previous 
to the disturbance on the Capitol square, resulting in the severe 
wounding of one man and the death of another: 

HBADQUARTBRS DBPARTMBlfr OJ!' TBB WEttr, 
Fort Leavenworth, February 11, 1857. 

GOVERNOR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 9th instant, in which "you require immediately two ad
ditional companies of dragoons to report to you," in consequence of 
your confidence "that there is a conspiracy on foot to disturb the 
peace," and also acknowledge the receipt of a previous letter requiring 
a battalion to be sent to you in view of the large immigration ex
pected here in the spring. 

If you refer to the laws, you will observe that the President is au
thorized to call the military and naval forces, &c., into action to
first, repel invasion; second, to suppress insurrection; and third, to 
repress combinations to obstruct the execution of the laws too strong 
for the civil power. Insults or probable breaches of the peace do not 
authorize the employment of the troops. 

Besides, all the forces here have been designated by the Secretary of 
War, and are under orders for other service more distant, and even 
the companies near you will have to be recalled. They are sufficient 
to repress any breach of the peace, and I cannot move them until 
the weather improves. But even they are to be employed to aid the 
civil authority only in the contingencies mentioned in the laws above 
referred to. II • 

The garrison to be kept in the Territory will be available, if the 
President directs their employment. The contingency under whio 
the troops were acting I consider to have ceased. 
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Without the grossest imprudence on the part of the civil authorities 
in Leavenworth, I see not the slightest proDahility of any disturbance 
there, and, on inquiry, I can hear of none from various inhabitants. 

With the highest reilpect, your obedient servant, 
PERSIFE~ F. SMITH, 

Br61Jet Major General, Oomd' 9 Dep't. 
His Excellency J. W. GEARY, . 

Governor of the Territory of KanBaB. 

Letter to the United Statu 1Joeaaurer. 

EDxmTrVB DEPARTMENr, 
Lecompton, K. T., Febnsary 25, 1857. 

DEAR SIR: Being auxious to close and sett]e a11 the accounts con
nected with the capitol huilding at this place, I request that you order 
the balance left in the treasury at St. Louis by ex-Governor Shannon 
to be placed to my credit and subject to my draft, and have the same 
charged to my account at Washington. 

Your obedient servant, 

HOB. JA:Mli8 GUTBRIB, 
United State8 2reanrer. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governm of KantJQJJ Territory. 

FfYYIn the Oomptroller of the 1JoeQJJ1J,ry. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Oomptroller's Office, January 28, 1857. 

DBAR SIR: I herewith respectfu11y enclose to you the copy of state
ment of the differences eXIsting upon adjustment at the treasury 
of the accounts of Hon. Wilson Shannon, late governor of Kansas, 
and late the disbursing agent for the erection of the public (capitol) 
buildings of Kansas, adjllsted per First Auditor's report and statement, 
No. 125,806, and bl which there has been found to be due the United 
States a balance of $8,634 18. 

I also enclose extracts from a letter addressed to him yesterday at 
Lecompton, to which I call your particular attention in connexion 
with the copy of statement of differences. 

If Governor Shannon shall be present when this communication is 
received, be pleased to request him to transfer to you, or, in other 
words, to turn over to yon, as governor and disbursing a~ent, the 
same amount of $8,634 18, and, if paid, to give him receipts In dupli
cate, or in some manner, for anyamouJft or amounts actually paid 
over to you on account of the advances made to him out of the appro
priation for the erection of the public buildings, and credit the amount 
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so received from him to the United States in the first rendition of 
your account current. 

You are requested to deduct from bills payable hereafter to persona 
in whose cases suspensions and disallowances have been made, and 
pay net balances only after such deductions. Separate entries will 
not be required for such deductions iu your accounts current, but be 
pleased to furnish Governor Shannon with certificates in each instance, 
as mentioned in the letter to him, which certificates should be 88 
specific as possible. 

Most sincerely yours, 
ELISHA WHITTLESEY, 

o omptroUer. 
His Excellency J ORN W. GBARY, . 

Governor of Ka'llMUl, and Disbursing .Agent 
for tke erection 0/ tke capitol, <te., Lecompton, Ko,fl,8Qs. 

The United States OomptroUer to e:r:-GoveNWT Shannon. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Oomptroller's Ojftce, January 27, 1857. 

SIR: Yonr favor, written at Lecompton the 4th instant, has been 
received. * * * * * * * 

Your second account for disbursements out of the public buildings 
fund, rendered at St. Clairsville, Ohio, October 15th last, has been 
adjusted and certified this dHoY, of which you have been advised by 
letter, directed to St. Clairsville, enclosing therein a statement of 
differences in explanation. A copy of the letter mentioned and the 
statement of differences will be made and transmitted to you at Le-
compton. * * * * * * * 

I have determined, for reasons that will appear obvious to you 
when you shall receive the statement of differences, to enclose a copy 
of the same to Governor Geary. A copy of this present letter will 
alRO be made and transmitted to your address at St. Clairsville; also 
a copy will be transmitted to Governor Geary, or at least extracts 
that will be pertinent. 

You were advised on the 3d instant of the adjustment of your first 
account rendered, the differences in which are brought forward and 
fully explained in the adjustment certified to-day, and the differences. 

* * * * * In the letter written to you to-day, and referred to 
herein, you were requested, without delay, to deposit with the deposi
tary at Cincinnati the balance found due by the treasury adjustment 
of $8,634 18, to take r('ceipts in duplicate, &c. If you shall be at 
Lecompton when this letter arrives, you will be at liberty, aud I have 
to request you will be pleased to pay over to Governor Geary the said 
amount under the appropriation, to take his receipt is duplicate, one 
of which be so good as to transmit to this office, when your accounts 
will be credited and Governor Geary charged therewith. 

In cases of suspensions and disallowances, if Governor Geary shall 
deduct from bills or vouchers hereafter payable to any person or per-
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sons in whose cases suspensions have been made, and will give a sep
arate certificat.e in each case thereof, the amounts so deducted, respect
ively, will be placed to your credit. 

Touching per centages suspended, you will very readily perceive, if 
it had not been done, errors might have crept into the accounts of 
Governor Geary upon final payment; besides, it was a part of the 
stipulations of the contracts, and became obligatory. 

Most sincerely yours, 
ELISHA WHITTLESEY. 

Hon. WILSON SHA.NNON, 
Late Gvoernm of KaMalJ, Lecumpton, Ka1l8a8. 

Oomptroller' 8 Report. 

[Report 125,806.] 

Statement of tlifferen.cu e:Di8ting upon ad,iUBtment at the trecwury of -
the account of lwnmable WilBon Shan'fW'll" late govemor 0/ KaMas, 
and late disbursing agent for the erection of the capitol building8 0/ 
Kansaa, ad,i'U8ted all per hiB rendition 0/ account dated October 15, 
1856, by Fir8t .Auditor'8 report 125,806, in whick adJustment is 
brought forward the differen.cu ea;i8ting per previous ac~justment by 
report 123,749. 

Amount found to be due the United States as per the 
treuury adjustment... ............................... ............. $8,634 18 

Amount or balance stated to be due the United States as 
per his account current........................................... 6,485 57 

Causing a difference of.............................................. 2,148 61 
----------

Which is thus explained: 
1st. Differences existing as per report 123,749 : 

Amount charged as paid Wm. Rambold, archi
tect and superintendent, per vouchers 1,5, 
and 9 .................................................. $1,300 00 

Less amount allowed under contract, being 4 
per cent. on $17,931 56 disbursed in this 
accOUBt .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 717 26 

Add the following, sums overcharged, as paid Aristides 
Rodrigue, viz: voucher No.3, $959 75 instead of 
$767 80, difference being 20 per cent., to be retained 
under contract, and not deducted from voucher at time 
of payment ......................................................... . 

Voucher No.8. Aristides Rodrigue, amount short retained 
on account of per centage, $679 40 instead of $77$ 44, 
viz: sum disbursed in voucher, $3,897 20, and 20 per 
cent. to be retained on that amount, difference ........... . 

582 74 

191 96 

100 M 
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2d. Differences existing BB per this adjustment, report 
125,806 : 
Voucher 1. Crouther and Overfelt, suspended for want of 

original vou('her................................................... $110 95 
Voucher 7. Hall and Cozzens, for drayage and labor dis-

allowed, articles to be delivered under contract at the 
levee in St. Louis free of charge.... ......... .................. 81 60 

Voucher 9. O. C. Stewart, sub-superintendent, receipt dated 
July 22, 1856, paid in previous account on third quar
ter's compensation, $100, extending to May 19, 1856, 
and $300 now paid instead of $200, the amount due..... 100 00 

Voucher No. 13. A. Rodrigue, for 23,690 feet 
cotton-wood, at 3t cents, $836 60 instead of 
$778 70, difference in item..... ..................... $59 90 

Error in addition of voucher, charged at $2,-
916 13 instead of $2,915 73, the correct 
amount of addition..................... ............... 40 

60 30 
From which deduct short mUltiplication of item 

No.3 in voucher, viz: 7,598 feet oak lumber, 
at 3! cents per foot, multiplied $227 98, where-
as it should have been $265 93, difference...... 37 95 

Net disallowed................................... 22 34 
To which add 20 per cent , on net amount of 

voucher after corrections above, (viz: $2,-
893 78,) to have been retained under contract, 
but not deducted and suspended................... 578 75 

Voucher No. 15. A. Rodrigue, 20 per cent. on amount of 
voucher, ($2,401 14) to have been retained on the 
voucher under contract, not deducted ........................ . 

From which deduct erTor in bringing into abstract 
amount of voucher No. 14, *171 61 instead of $272 61 

Differences aforesaid, as explained ..................... . 

60110 

480 23 

2,248 61 

100 00 

2,148 61 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

ELISHA WHITTLESEY, 
Oomptroller. 

Oomptroller' 8 OUlce, January 27, 1857. 
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FEBRUARY 27. 

ExmoTIYB DBPARTMENT, 
.Leco.ptOft, KtJUaI Territory, FeJwuary 27, 1867. 

8m: Your circular of the 22d January, informing me that the 
quota of arms for this Territory, for the equipment of the militia for 
the present year, is 137 tf muskets. 

You will please forward without delay to my address, at Lecomp
ton, Kansas Territory, directed to the care of Messrs. Riddlesbarger & 
Co., KaD8&8 city, Missouri, with instructions to that firm to forward 
them here immediately upon receipt, by wagon or steamboat, twenty 
Colt's revolvers, with all the neoeuary accoutrements, and the balanoe 
of the quota in muskets. 

Beepectfully yours, JOHN W. GEARY, 
Govemor oj KaflMl/l Territory. 

H. K. CILAIG, Esq., 
Oolonel oj Ordtaanoe, WaBlington, D. O. 

Oomplaiflt of ..ultra. 

FBB:aUARY 28. 

A lengthy communication was this day received from Henderson 
Rice, James M. Kitchell, J. F. Chandler, and other settlers upon 
Rice's creek, south of the Ottawattamie, complaining of the aggras-
sions of sqUAtters upon their claims, and asking protection from the 
executive, to which the following reply was forwarded : 

EXlXJOTIYB DEPARTKBNT, 
Lecompton, KaflMl/l Territory, February 28, 1857. 

GIIl!ITLBMBN: I have received yonr letter of 17th instaut, complain
ing of aggressions made upon claims in your neighborhood. I have 
DOt, .. you request, a copy of the pre-emption laws to send you. Those 
laws, however, require every person claiming a quarter section ;)f land, 
to settle and remain as a resident upon it, in order to give him a right 
to pre-emption. This provision being complied with, the settler's 
presenoe upon the property he claims is the best if not a snre safe
guard against the squatter; for no person nnder such circumstances 
would be likely to render himself liable to the consequence of squat
ting upon a claim, with such positive evidences of its just and lawful 
po!I8e88iOD by another. 

In regard to persona cutting timber upon claims not belonging to 
them, but duly claimed and settled by other parties, and similar mis
demeanors, there are means of protection and redress to the settler 
aggrieved that are quite easy of attainment. . 

-The first recourse, in all such cases, should be the law; complaint 
beiag made, in due form, to the Dearest magistrate or justice of the 

. Ex. Doc. 1'1-13 
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peace, it is his duty to issue proce's against the offender, and bring 
him to punishment for his illegal acts. 

If the civil authorities in your neighborhood are inadequate, after 
having been properly applied to, to remedy the evils of which yoo 
complain, and you then bring to my notice well authenticated ac
counts of actual a~gressions upon the claims, or against the rights of 
the settlers or resll.lents in your vicinity, I will adopt the next bea& 
means to see that justice shall be done to all parties. 

It will be unnecessary for me to appoint any especial person in yoor 
neighborhood to acquaint me of misdemeanors, as I am always ready 
and willing to listen to the grievances of any citizen of the Territory 
however humble or exalted. 

Respectfully yours, JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Kansa8 ·rerritory. 

Messrs. HENDERSON RICE, JAJt1E8 M. MITCHELL, JONATHAN F. CHAK
DLER, JAlrilS N. GIBSON, and others. 

Lette-r to General Smith. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTHDT, 
Lecomptoft, K. P., March 2, 1857. 

DUB SIll.: Your letter of 11th February was duly received, and 
my most serious consideration has been giTen to its contents.. 

I regret to be compelled to differ from you in the opinion thlJl 
"the contingency under which the troops were aeting has ceast.-d." 
It Recms to be that a proper view of the existing condition of things 
in the Territory would lead to a different conclusion. 

The peace that now prevails is not only threatened by irrellponsible 
individuals, but its de~truction is boldly proclaimed by the newspaper 
organ of 0. clique or faction of sufficient influence and numbers" to 
obstruct the execution of the laws," and" too strong for the civil 
power." That attempts have already 'been made to execute these 
threats, and verify these predictions, you have already received the 
most conclusive assnrances. 

That the presence of the troops here has been needed up to the 
present moment, and that it has held in check those ddtermined to 
create disturbances, is quite apparent; and that their removal at this 
time, when their presence is daily becoming more needful, will be 
attended with serious and, perhaps, calamitous results, is Tery 
probable. 

Besides, the large incoming immigration of peaceful settlers ,. 
requires protection, which cannot be giTen by any civil poe. that 
can be raised in consequence cf the bitter feelings existing among 
the advocates of confticting political sentiments on the highly exciting 
9.uestion which so long kept the Territory in a state of feverish agit.
tlon, and even anarchy. 

Large combinations will doubt1e88 lie formed to resiat attempted, 
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anel even threatened, violations of the law j and invasion and insur
rection, with their fearful consequences, may be anticipated. 

The presence of the troops, even should their active service never 
be required, will be sufficient, perhaps, "to repel invasion," which 
there is reason to expect j "suppress insurrectlOn," which has been 
predicted by seeming authority j and" repress combinations to ob
struct the execution of the laws too strong for the civil power," which 
seem to exist. 

The withdrawal of all the troops at this time would, in my opinion, 
be the signal for tlae lawless to commence difficulties, which their 
presence alone may entirely prevent. A little care to guard againet 
evils which we can foresee may prevent others of greater magnitude 
which are beyond 011r comprehension. 

Iu view of these facts! I must respectfully ask that Captain E. W. 
B. Newby's company may be permitted to remain in this vicinity 
during the present month, or at least until I shall ~e able to commu
nicate with and receive an anflwer from the authorities at Washington 
upon the subject. The importance of the matter will doubtless sng
gest itself to your mind, and grant a ready compliance with this re
quest. An immediate answer will oblige most sincerely your friend 
and obedient servant, 

Major General P. F. SMITH, 

JNO. W. GEARY, 
Governor of Ka'IIIJatJ Territory. 

Oommanding Department of the West. 

PardO'lllJ granted. 

Pardons were this day granted to Jeremiah .Jordan, Henry lIurd", 
Atwell Wood, Charles S. Preston, H. N. Bent, E. D. Whipple, Al
fred J. Payne, Martin Jackson, Ephraim Bainter, John Lowrie, F. 
B. Swift, Alonzo Crawford, James Black, Thomas Varuer, Miram 
Kinsler, and Edward A. Jacobs and Samuel Stewart, the free State 
prisoners, who were tried, convicted and sentenced at the last October 
term of the first district court, upon the charge of manslaughter. 
committed in the attack upon Hickory Point, in September last. 

These pardons were granted in compliance with numerous respect
ful petitions, extensively si~ned by respectable citizens of Kansas 
Territory, embracing some of the members of the legislaturl-, and. 
wt>ll known residents of other Territories, and several of the States of: 
the Union, without distinction of party. 

It was alleged in these petitions, and the facts were fully corrobo
rated, that the prisoners have heretofore maintained good reputations. j. 
that the offence for which they were convicted was committed in one 
of those political contentions in which a great portion of the people
of the Territory took all active part j many of whom, though equally,. 
if not more guilty, were still at liberty, and could never be brought 
to punishment j that they have already suffered an imprisonment of 
nearJy six months, and that their continued punishment could ne~ther" 
subserve the ends of' justice eor the interests of the Territory. 
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IMler w Oaptain Newby. M.AlI.CH 6. 

EUOU'l'IVB DBPARTJDl5'l, 
LecomploA, K. P, March 5, 1867. 

DBn Sm: In accordance with a letter received yeaterday from 
"headquarters of the department of the West," (a copy of which haa 
been furnished you,) I am empowered to retain you until such time 
.. I think your services can be diapensed with. You will therefore 
remain in your present camp and hold your command in readin818 for 
.uch operations 88 may be required by this department. 

With high respect, your obedient aervant, 
JOHN W. GEARY. 

Captain E. W. B. NBWBY. 

HBADQUARTBRS DBPARTIlDT 01' TII1lI WJIft, 
FM't LeatJtmtDOrtk, March 4, 1857. 

Sm: Your communication addressed to General Smith, dated the 
2d instant, W88 received yellterday. 

The general, in very feeble health, left this place on Sunday, the 
1st of the month, and among hia last instructions to me W88 not to 
order in Captain Newby's company from Lecompton if there appeared 
to be a nece8l1ity for its remaining there. 1 interpret your letter to 
the general to expre88 such a necessity, and the company will there
fore remain at its present station until further ordera. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, your obedient aervant, 
GEORGE DEAS, 

.ABBiBtant .Adjutant General. 
His Excellency JOHN W. GBARY. 

G01Jer'IWI' of KauatJ. 

Letter from Patent Otfice. MABClI6. 

WASIIlNGTON, D. C., February 13, 1857. 
. . Sm: By mail I have forwarded you an 8880rtment of field and gar
den seeds. 
. Please to inform me within twenty days from the date hereof whether 
received or not. 
. Very leapectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES MASON, 
OommiBlioner. 

Hon: JOHN W. GBARY, 
I Lecompton, KauatJ. 
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Reply. 

ExECUTIVB DBPARTJONT, 
Lecompton, K. T., Marek, 6, 185'1. 

8m: I have this day received a package of field and garden seeda 
from the United States Patent Office. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

GoverMl' of KaMas Territory. 
CIIABLlIB MAsoN, Esq., 

OommiBBi.oner U. S. Palmt Office, Washington, D. O. 

KANSAS TBBlU'lORY. 

The followingr esolution was passed by the council of the legisla
tive assembly, just prior to adjonrnment on the night of February 20 : 

Resolved, That the governor be informed that the conncil have ad
rued and consented to the appointment of Francis J. Marshall as major 
general of northern division Kansas militia, and of Hiram J. Strick
ler as comptroller of the treasury: 

And that the council have not adviaed. and consented to the appoin~ 
ment of L. J. Hampton as master of convictll; and that a copy oHbis 
resolution be furnished immediately t;c, the governor. 

Copy-attest:· THOMAS O. HUGHES, 
Ohief Oz.-i. 

ResigM.4ion. 

The following communication was forwarded by mail, and a copy 
sent to St. Louis to be despatched by telegraph to Washington city: 

ExBOUTIVB DBPARTMBNT, 
Lecompton K. T., MarcA 4, 185'1. 

DEAR Sm: Please accept my resignation as governor of Kansas Ter
ritory, to take effect on the 20th of the present month, by which time 
you will be enabled to select and appoint a proper successor. 

With high respect, your friend and obedient servant, 

His Excellency JAMJIB BUCHANAN, 
President 0/ the United States. 

JOHN W. GEARY. 
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MARCH 7. 
Requisition/or troopa. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, KaMaB Territory, Marek 7, 1867. 

DEAR SIR: Please send me immediately four mounted dragoons, to 
assist United States Deputy Ml\rshal Fane in the performance of 
especial and important service. They will be required (or several days. 

Truly yonrs, JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Kansas Territory. 

Captain E. W. B. NEWBY, 
Oommanding United State. troopB near Lecompton. 

Outrag68 at Potawattomie. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Leoompfon, KamaB Territory, Murch 7, 1857. 

GENTLEIlEN: I have received your lettersand affidavits, testifying to 
the murder of Henry Sherman, on Pottawattomie creek, by a party 
of lawle88 men, and expresssing your apprehensions that further out
rages will be committed by the same persons unless speedy succor is 
afforded to the settlers in that neighborhood. 

In conllequence of these representations, I have dispatched to yonr 
aid veputy United Slates Marshal Fane, with four mounted dragoons, 
who will reach you at the earliest possible moUft!nt. 

Should this force be insufficient to arrest the offenders and put a 
8top to their outrages, upon a proper representation of the fact, at
tested before the civil authorities at your place, I will forthwith make 
requisition for an ample number of troops to accomplish that object. 

Truly yours, JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor 0/ Kaf/.8Q.8. 

Messrs. L. D. WILLIAMS, and WILLIAM A. HEISKELL. 

(JommissiOntl issued. 

Commissions were issued to A. J. Hinson, as sheriff of Lykens 
county, in place of E. Hughes who declined to accept the appoint
ment; and Daniel W. Collis, as constable of said Lykens county. 

MARCH 9. 

Oommission issued. 

A commission was iS8ned to Wm. Fisher, jr., as notary public at 
Olatke, Johnson county, Kansas Territory. 
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MARCH 12. 

The governor having resigned his office, left Lecompton on the 10th 
instant, accompanied by his priva.te secretary, for Washington city. 
They remained during the night at La.wrence, and on the evening of 
the following day reached KaORas city, Missouri. On the 12th, he 
took passage Oil the steamboa.t A. B. Chambers for St. Louis, anei ad
dressed the following communieations to Secretary Woodson and the 
commander of the military der:rtment of the west; and also issued 
a farewell &d.dress to the peop e of Kansas Territory. 

To Secretary Woothon. 

STEAMBOAT A. B. CKAMBl!IU'!, 
MiBaovi river, Marck 12, 185'1. 

DEA1I. Sm: As I am now absent from the Territory, the duties of 
tbe executive office, agreeably to provision of the" organic act," will 
for the time being devolve upon YOft. You will of course exercise 
your own judgment and discretion in their discharge. 

Very truly, your cbedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY. 

lIon. D/,NmL WOODSON, 
&cretary of the Territory of Kans(U. 

To tJte CommaRder 0/ the Military Departmt.nt 0/ tAt. West. 

STBAllBOA.T A. B. CSAIlBERS, 
Mis8(W.ri River, Marck 12, 1857. 

SIR: As I am now absent from the Territory of Kansas, the duties 
af the executive office, agreeably to & provifdon of the organic act, 
devolve for the time bei~ upon the Hon. Daniel Woodson, seereta.ry 
of the T-erritory, with whom, if official business should require, you 
will communicate as governor. 

Very respectthlly, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY. 

CoJUlANDER 011 THE J1ILITARY DEPARTMENT 01' THE WIST. 

{From tile New York Herald, March !1, 1857.] 

FAREWELL ADDRE~ OF GOVERNOR GEARY TO THE 
PEOPLE OF KANSAS TERRITORY. 

Having determined to resijlD the executive office, and retire again 
to the quiet scenes of private life and the enjoyment of tho.se domestic 
comforts of which I have so long been deprived, I deem it proper to 
address you on the occasion of my departure. 

The oi&e from which 1 now voluntarily withdraw was ullsought by 
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me, and at the time of ita acceptance was by no means desirable. 
This was quite evident from the deplorable moral, civil, and political 
condition of the Territory; the discord, contention, and deadly strife 
which then and there prevailed; and the painful anxiety with which 
it was regarded by patriotic citizens in every portion of the American 
Union. To attempt to govern Kanl1as at such a period. and under 
such circulDstances, was to assume no ordinary resllonsibilities. Few 
men could bave desired to undertake the task, and nOne would have 
been so presulDptuous, without serious forebodings as to the result. 
That I should bave hesitated is no matter of astonishment to those 
acquainted with the facts; but that I accepted the appointment was a 
well grounded source of regret to many of my weU-tried friends, who 
100kAd upon the enteryrise as one that conld terminate in nothing but 
disaster to myself. It was not supposed possible that order could be 
brought, in any reasonable space of time, and with the means at my 
command, from the then existing chaos. 

Without descanting upon the feelings, principles, and motives 
which prompted me, suffice it to say that I accepted of the President'. 
tender of the office of governor., In doing so, I sacrificed the comforts 
of a home, endt>ared by the strongest eartb ly ties and most sacred 
associations, to embark in an undertaking which presented at the 
best but a dark and unsatisfactory prospect. I reached Kansas and 
entered upon the discharge of my official duties in the most gloomy 
hour of her history. Desolation and ruin reigned on every hand; 
homes and firesides were deserted; the smoke of burning dwellin~ 
darkened the atmosphere; women and children, driven from thel 
habitations, wandered over the prairies and among the woodlands, 0 
sought refuge and protection even among the Indian tribes. Th 
highways were infested with numerous predatory bands, and th 
towns were fortified and garrisoned by armlt!s of conflicting partisans 
each excited almost to frenzy, and determined upon mutual exter
mination. Buch was, without exaggeration, the condition of the 
Territory at the period of my arrival. Her treasury was bankrupt 
there were no pecuniary resources within herself to meet the exigen
cies of the time; the congressional appropriations, intended to defray 
the expenses of a year, were insufficient to meet the demands of a 
fortnigbt; the laws were null, the courts virtually suspended, and 
the civil arm of the government almost entirely powerless. Action 
-prompt, decisive, ener~etic action-was necessary. I at once saw 
wbat was needed, and WIthout hesitation gave myself to the work. 
For six months I bave labored with unceasing industry. The accus
tomed needed hours for sleep have been employed in the public 
service. Nigbt and day have official duties demanded unremitting 
attention. 1 have had no proper leisure moments for rest or recreation. 
My health has failed under the pressure. Nor is this all. To mr 
own private purse, without 88surance of reimbursement, have I 
resorted, in every emergency, for tbe required fund8. Whether these 
arduou8 services and willing sacrificee have been beneficial to Kaneu 
and my country you are abundantly qualified to determine. 

That I have met with opposition, and even bitter vituperation and 
vindictive malice, is no matter for astonishment. No man has ever 
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yet held an important or responsible post, in our own or any other 
country, and escaped censure. I shoula have been weak and foolish, 
indeed, had I expected to P86S through the fiery ordeal entirely un
acathed, especially as I was required, if not to come in confl.ict with, 
at least to thwart evil machinations, and hold in restraint wicked 
passions, or rid the Territory of many lawless, reckless, and desperate 
men. Besides, it were impossible to come in contact with the conflict
ing interests which governed the conduct of many well disposed per-
8On8 without becoming an object of mistrust and abuse. While from 
other8, whose sole object was uotoriously personal advancement at auy 
sacrifice of the general good and at every hazard, it would have beeu 
ridiculous to anticipate the meed of praise for disinterested action; 
and, hence, however palpable might have been my patriotism, how
ever just my official conduct, or however beneficial in its results, Ido 
not marvel that my motives have been impugned and my integrity 
maligned. It is, however, so well known that I need scarcely record 
the fact, that those who have attributed my labors to a desire for 
gubernatorial or senatorial honors were, and are, themselves the aspi
rants for those high trusts and powers, and foolishly imagined that I 
stood between them nnd the consummation of their ambitious desires 
and high towering hopes. 

But whatever may be thought or said of my motives or desires, I 
have the proud consciousness of leaving this scene of my severe and 
anxious toil with clean hands, and the satisfactory conviction that He 
who can penetrate the inmost recesses of' the heart and read its secret 
thoughts will approve my purposes and acts. In the discharge of 
my executive functions I have lDvariably sought to do equal and exact 
justice to all men, however humble or exalted. I have eschewed all 
eectional disputations, kept aloof from all party affiliations, and have 
alike scorned numerous threats of personal injury and violence and 
the DlOBt flattering promises of advancement and reward. And I ask 
and claim nothing more for the part I have acted than the simple 
merit of having endeavored to perform my duty. This I have done, 
at all times, and upon every occasion, regardless of the opinions of 
men, and utterly fearless of conse/J.uences. Occasionally I have been 
forced to assume great responsibIlities, and depend solely upon my 
own resources to accomplish important ends; but in all such instances 
I have carefully examlDed surrounding circumstances, weighed well 
the probable results, and acted upon my own deliberate judgment; 
and in now reviewing them. I am so well satisfied with the policy 
uniformly pursued, that were it to be done over again it should not 
be chauged in the slightest particular. 

In parting with you I can do no less thau give you a few words of 
kindly advice, and even of friendly warning. You are well aware 
that most of the troubles which lately agitated the Territory were 0c

casioned by men who had no special interest in its welfare. Many of 
them were not even residents; whilst it is quite evident thllt others 
were influenced altogether in the part they took in the disturbances 
by mercenary or other personal considerations. The great body of 
the actual citizens are conservative, law-abiding, peace-Ioving men, 
disposed rather to make sacrifices for conciliation and consequent 
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PCIlCt', than to insist for their entire rights should the general ~ood 
thereby be caused to suffer. Some of them, nnder the influence of the 
prevailing excitement and misguided opinions, were led to the com
mission of grievous mistakes, but not with the deliberate intention of 
doing wrong. 

A very few men, resolved upon mischief, may keep in a state of un
healthy excitement and involve in fearful strife an entire community. 
This was demonstrated during the civil commotions with which the 
Territory was convulsed. While the people generally were anxious to 
pursue their peaceful callings, small combinations of crafty, scheming 
and dcsigning men succeeded, from purely selfish mot.ives, in bring
ing upon them a series of motlt la.mentable and destructive difficulties. 
Nor are they satisfied with the mischief already done. They never 
dt'sired that the present peace should be effected j nor do they intend 
that it sha.ll continue if they have the power to prevent it. In the 
comtant croakings of disaffected individuals in various sections YOll 
hear only the expretlsions of evil desires and intentions. Watch, then, 
with a special jealous and Ruspicious eye those who are continually in
dulging surmises of renewed hostilities. They are not the friends of 
Kansas, and there is reason to fear that some of them are not only the 
enemies of this Territory but of the Union itself. Ita dissolution is 
their ardent wish, and Kansas has been selected as a fit place to com
mence the accomplishment of a most nefarious design. The sch~me 
has thus far been frustrated j but it hilS not been abandoned. You 
are entrusted not only wit,h the guardianship of this Territory, but 
the peaco of the Union, which depends upon youin a greater degree 
.than JOU may at present suppose. 

You should, therefore frown down every effort to foment discord, 
and especially to array settlers from different sections of the Union in 
hostility against each ·other. All true patriots, whether from the 
north ,)r south, the east or west, should unite together for that which 
is Ilnd must be regarded as a common cause-the preservation of the 
Union, and he who shall whisper a desire for its dissolution, no matter 
what may be his pretensions, or to what faction or party he claims to 
belon~, is unworthy of' your confidence, deserves your strongeRt re
probation, and should be branded as a trllitc.r to his country. There i. 
a voice crying from the grave of one whose memory is dearly cherished 
in every patriotic heart, and let it not cry in vain. It tells you that 
this attempt at dissolution is no new thing: but that even as eal"ly 81 
the days of our first President it was agitated by ambitious aspirants 
for place and power. And if the appeal of a still more recent hero 
and patriot was needed in his time, how much IDore applicable is it 
now and in this Territory? 

"The possible dissolution of the Union," he says, has at length 
become an ord inary and famil iar subject of discussion. "Has the warn
ing voice of Washington been forgotten? or have designs already 
been 10rmed to sever the Union? Let it not be supposed that I impute 
to all of those who have taken an active pa.rt in these unwise and un
profitable discussions a want of patriotism or of public virtue. The 
honorable feelings of State pride and local attachments find a place in 
the bosoms of the most enlightened and pure. But while 8uch men 
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are conscious of their own integrity and honesty of purpose they ought 
never to forget that. the citizens of other States are their political 
brethren; and that, however mistaken they may be in their views, the 
great body of them are equally honest and upright with themselves. 
Mutual suspicions and reproaches may, in time, create mutual hostility, 
and artful and desi.,.ning men will always be found who are re~dy to 
foment these fatal divisions, and to inflame the natural jealousies of 
different scctions of the country. The history of the world is full of 
mch examples, and especially in the history ofrepublics." 

When I look upon the present condition of the Territory, and con
trast it with what it was when 1 first entered it, 1 feel satisfied that 
my administration has not been prejudicial to its interests. On every 
hand I now perceive unmistakable indications of welfare and pros
perity. The honest settler occupies his quiet dwelling, with his wife 
and children clustering around him, unmolested and fearless of 
danger. The soJitary traveller pursues his way unharmed over every 
public· thoroughfare. The torch of the incendiary has been extin
guished, and the cabins which by it were destroyed have been replaced 
with more substantial buildings. Hordes of banditti no longer lie in 
wait in every ravine for plunder and assassination. Invasions of 
hostile arms have ceased, and infuriated partisans living in our midst 
have emphatically turned their swords into ploughshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks. Laborers are evorywhere at work, farms 
undergoing rapid improvements, merchants are driving a thriving 
trade, and mechanics pursuing with profit their various occupations. 
Real estate, in town and country, has increased in value almost with
out precedent, until in some places it is commanding prices that never 
could have been anticipated. Whether this healthy and happy change 
is the result solely of my executive labors or not, it certainly has oc
curred during my administration. Upon yourselves must mainly 
depend the preservation and perpetuity of the present prosperous con
dition of affairs. Guard it with unceasing vigilance, and protect it 
as you would your lives. Keep down that party spirit which, if per
mitted to obtain the mastery, must lead to desolation. Watch closely 
aud condemn in ita infancy every insidious movement that can pos
sibly tend to discord and disunion. Suffer no local prejudices to dis
turb the prevailing harmony. To every appeal to these turn a deaf 
ear, as did ttte Saviour of men to the promptings of the deceiver. 
Act as a united band of brothers, bound together by one common tie. 
Your interests are the same, and by this course alone can they be 
~aintained. Follow this, and your hearts and homes will be made 
hght and happy by the richest blessings of a kind and munificent 
Providence. 

To you, the peaceable citizens of Kansas, lowe my grateful ac
knOWledgments for the aid and comfort your kind assurances aud 
hearty co-operation have afforded in many dark and trying hours. 
You have my sincerest thanks and my earnest prayers that you may 
be abundantly rewarded of heaven. 

To the ladies of the Territory-the wives, mothers, sisters and 
~aughters of the honest settlers-l am also under a. weight of obliga
tion. Their pious prayers have not been raised in vain, nor their 
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numerous usurances of confidence in the policy of my administration 
failed to exert a salutary influence. 

And last, though not the least, I must not be unmindful of the 
noble men who form the military department of the west. To Gen. 
Persifor F. Smith and the officers actmg under his command I return 
my thanks for many valuable services. Although from different parts 
of the Union, and naturally imbued with sectional prejudices, I know 
of no instance in which such prejudices have been permitted to stand 
in the way of a faithful, ready, cheerful and energetic discharge of 
duty. Their conduct in this respect is worthy of universal commenda
tion, and presents a bright example for those executing the civil 
power. The good behavior of all the soldiers who were called upon 
to assist me is, in fact, deserving of especial notice. Many of these 
troops, officers and men, had served with me on the fields of Mexico 
against a foreign foe, and it is a source of no little satisfaction to know 
that the laurels there won have been further adorned by the praise
worthy alacrity with which they aided to allay a destructive fratricidal 
strife at home. 

With a firm reliance in the protecting care and overruling provi
dence of that Great Being who holds in His hands the destinies alike of 
men and of nations I bid farewell to Kansas and her people, trusting 
that whatever events may hereafter befall them they will, in the ex
ercise of' His wisdom, goodness and power be 80 directed as to promote 
their own best interest and that of the beloved country of whIch they 
are destined to form a most important part. 

JOHN W. GEARY. 
LECOMPTON, March 12, 185'1. 

MARCH 11, 1857. 
Governor Geary left Lecompton last night, leaving at the executive 

office the following letter for the secretary of the Territory: 
EXBCUTIVB DBPABTMBNT, 

Lecompton, K. T., MarCh 10, 1857. 
My DUB Sm: For several weeks my health has been gradually 

sinking, and I have had several hemorrhagu of the lU"98. I am con
vinced my life will not be long if not properly cared for; in order to 
do this I must have some rest, and aVOid so much conversation. 

I will be absent a few days from Lecompton. Should anything be 
necessary to be done, I hope you will do me the favor to give it your 
attention. 

With assurances of regard, I am your friend and obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY. 

Hon. DANIBL WOODSON, 
Secretary oj KafUlaB Territory. 

MARCH 16, 1867. 
The subjoined letter from Governor Geary, announcing his absence 

from the Territory, was received from the Secretary: ' 
(Here follows a copy of the last above preceding letter, addressed 

by Governor Geary to the secretary of the Territory, D. Woodson.) 
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MARCH 16, 1857. 
CommissioDs issued as follows: 
To Daniel Mitchell, clerk of the board of C()unty commissioners for 

Riley county. ' 
To William H. Davis, sheriff of Riley county. 
To Daniel L. Ohandler, W. Wallace Wilson, and John Pipker, 

justices of' the peace for Riley county. 

MARCH 18, 1857. 
Commissions issued as follows: 
To George E. Clayton, probate judge for Doniphan county. 
To Henry Smith and David Sukma, county commissioners of Doni

phan county. 
To J. B. Thompson, sheriff of Doniphan county. 
To Benjamin F. Graves, commissioner of deeds for KaD8&8 Territory 

in and for the State of Kentucky. 

MARCH 20, 185'1. 
Commissions issued as follows: 
To J. F. Wisely, commi88ioner of deeds for Kansas Territory in 

aad for the State of Missouri, and to Phillip P. Fowler, notary public 
for Douglas county, Kausas Territory. 

MARCH 25, 185'1. 
The following communication from the clerk and probate judge of 

Anderson county was received. : 
PAOLA, LYXD800UNTY, K. T., 

Jlarch 19, 185'1. 
Sm: The disturbed state of the county, and the insurrectionary 

spirit manifested. by some individuals, render it utterly impossibly to 
carry into effect the provisions of the law authorizing the taking of 
the census and assessment of Anderson county. The officers (or any 
officer) of that county attempting to enforce the laws are in the most 
extreme peril of their lives by so doing. The lawless bands of high
waymen and murderers that infest the county are a terror to peaceable 
citizens, and those that would sustain the laws are deterred therefrom 
by these desperate outlaws. It was our intention to qualify the newly 
appointed officers of Anderson connty, but the most intense exci~ 
ment prevails on account of the murder of Henry Sherman. We 
have conversed with several of the individuals to whom commi88iona 
were issued; but they are afraid to accept of them-afraid of being 
driven from their homes, their property taken from them, and even 
their lives. 

There is no security of the life or property of a pro-slavery man in 
that part of the country who is known to be such. 

The undersigned belieTe it to be utterly impracticable to exercise 
any of the functions of their respective offices at this t~me, on account 
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of the settled disposition of these desperadoes to resist the laws, and 
even going about to kill us. 

THOMAS TOTTEN, 
Olerk of .Anderson county. 

GEO. WILSON, 
Probate Judge of .Anderson county. 

His Excellency DANIEL WOODSON, 
.Acting GO'I)ernor Kansa8 Territory. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 20th day of March, A. D. 
1857. A. H. McFADIN, 

Judge of Probate in LykefUl Oounty, K. T. 

Immediately upon the receipt of this communication the following 
requisitiou was forwarded to Brigadier General P. F. Smith, com
manding department of the west, at Fort Leavenworth. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Lecompton, K. T., March 25, 1857. 

SIR: Relia.ble information having reached this office that the coun
ties of Franklin and Anderson are infested by a predatory band or 
bands of assassins and robbers, greatly to the annoyance and distress 
of the peaceably disposed citizens, who are robbed of their property, 
driven from their homes, and threatened with the 108S of their lives 
by these roving desperadoes, who have very recently murdered, in 
cold blood, and then robbed, one of the oldest and best settlers in that 
portion of the Territory, I have respectfully to req uest that you will 
station, without delay, a company of dragoons in that neighborhood, 
which will be accompanied by a United States commissioner author
ized to take evidence and bring to the bar of justice all snch offenders 
against the laws and disturbers of the peace of the country. 

I am convinced that this step is absolutely indispensable to the pre
servation of' the peace of the Territory, as any attempts to enforce the 
law against such offenders, without the aid of United States troops, 
will result in bloodshed and a renewal of the unhappy scenes of the 
past year. 

Very respectfully yours, 
DANIEL WOODSON, 

.Acting GO'I)ernor Kansa8 Territnry. 
Brigadier General P. F. SMITH, 

or ojJicer in command at Fort Levenworth, K. T. 

MARCH 26, 1857. 
The tilllowing letter was forwarded to Brigadier General P. F. 

Smith, commanding department of'the west, at Fort Leavenworth: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICK, 
Lecompton, K. T., Alarch 26, 1857. 

SIR: I,earning that the compR.ny of draJ{oonll which has heen 
stationed near this plllce tor some time past, uuder Cap-tain Newbv. 
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has been ordered to the fort, I beg leave respectfully, but earnestly, to 
remon8trate against the withdrawal of the troops from this vicinity 
at this time. The presence of the military has a very salutary influ
ence in preserving order in the existing unsettled and inflammable 
state of the public mind in this part of the Territory, and their with
drawal at this particular juncture I am constrained to believe would 
be exceedingly unfortunate. 

A number of writs for the arrest of notorious outlaws are now in 
the hands of'the United States deputy marshals, and it is utterly im
practicable to execute them without bloodshed, except with the assist
ance of the United States troops. Should a collision unfortunately 
take place between the local authorities and those misguided persons 
who resist the execution of the laws, a renewal of the unhappy dis
turbances of the past year would, in all human probability, be inev
itable. 

The peace of the Territory I am convinced would be greatly eu
dangered by the withdrawal of the troops from the interior at this 
particular time, and I can but express the earnest hope that it will 
not be incompatible with your sense of duty to permit them to remain. 

With 8entiments of regard, I am, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

DANIEL WOODSON, 
.Ll.cting Governor KansQ8 Territwy. 

Brig. Gen. P. F. SMITH, 
or the officer in command at Fort Leavenworth, K. T. 

MARCH 2'1, 1857. 

Commi88ions issued as follows: 
To Joseph Randolph, constable for Marion township, Doniphan 

county, and to L. B. Mainard, justice of the peace for Centre town
ship, Doniphan county. 

MARCH 28, 1857. 

Commissiou issned to J. S. Hascall, probate judge of Atchison 
county. 

MARCH 28, 1857. 

The following letter from Colonel E. V. Snmner, in reply to the 
requisition of the acting governor, was received: 

HBADQUARTBBS, FORT LBAVBNWORTH, 
March 27, 1857. 

SIll: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 25th instant. General Smith was sent here la8t summer to take 
charge of the military affairs of Kansas, and I am bound to consider 
that the gover~men~ intended that all responsibility sho.uld thence
forward rest wlth hlm. I do not, therefore, now stand 10 the same 
position in relation to these affairs that I did before I was super-
ceded. 
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General Smith is absent, and he gave me no instrnctions when he 
left; and I feel obliged, nnder a11 the circumstances of the case, to 
forward your requisition to the general·in-chief. I trnst that no evil 
will result from this short delay; and I would respectfully suggest 
whether it would not be safer to pause a little in military matters, 
until we know the policy of the new administration. 

If difficulties should again arise similar to those of last year, I do 
hope that the fovernment will either put an iron grasp upon the Ter
ritory that wil secure every man in all his rights, (and this is practi
cable,) or else withdraw every soldier from the Territory, and let the 
people settle their own difficulties in their own way. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL WOODSON, Esq., 
.Acting OOVtm/(Yf' Ka1lMJ8. 

E. V. SUMNER, 
OoloMJ 1st Oavo},ry, ~. 

To whi.h the acting governor replied as follows: 

LBOOMPTON, KANSAS TBBRITORY, 
E:ucuti1Je OJtce, March 28, 1857. 

Sm: Your despatch of the 27th instant has this moment been re
ceived, and I have only to say in reply, that I fully appreciate the 
situation in whicl> you are placed, and would be pleased to hear from 
you as soon as instructions are received from the general-in-chief. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL WOODSON, 

.Acting GOOemof' Kafl8a8 Territory. 
Colonel E. V. SUMNER, 

bt Oamlry, commanding Fort Lea1JentlXYrlJa. 

MAlWB 31, 1851. 
Commissions issued as follows: 
To Henry O. Woodworth, commissioner of deeds for Kansas Terri

tory in and for the State of Millsouri; and to John M. Wallace, 
notary public for Douglas county, Kansas Territory. 

LECOMPTON, KAN8A8 TBBRITORY, 
Secretary'8 Office, March 31, 1851. 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the executive 
minutes of the Territory of Kansas from the 11th day of March to the 
31st day of the same month, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
ei,ht hundred and :fifty-seven. 

DANIEL WOODSON, 
Secretary Kafl8a8 Territory. 
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