EXPLOSION TEARS
STEAMER T0 BITS

- Scatters Corpses Qf Passen-
"~ gers-and Crew Along Banks
of the Mississippi.

“TWELVE KNOWN TO BE DEAD

Scovil, of Vicksburg, Wrecked When
Boller Blows TUp—Pilot Swims
Ashore With Dislocated Shoul-
der and Enginecr Iiscapces.

VICKSBURG, Miss., Dee.  19.—The

. steamer W. T. Scovil, plytng In the Vicks-

" burg and Davis Bend trade, was destroyed

today by an ‘explosion and between 10 and

16 persons killed and a ltke numnber in-
Jured. The white dead are:

The Dead.

Captain John Quackenhboss, master of
the boat, Vicksburg.
Clerk Wade Quackenboss, Vicksburg.
- Lovell Yergor, cottonseed salesman,
Jackson, Miss, .
Clerk Joseph Smith, Yazoo City, Mliss.
The white Injured—Tennle Roberts, as-
slatant pllot, Vicksburg, Miss., injured In-
. ;ternally, serious; John Dougherty, pilot,
shoulder dislocated; Charles McKenna,
. 'passenger, painfully injured; --. Rutter-
7 'fleld, slghtly injured {n the head,
* The number of dead and injured negroes
cannot be gtated at this time, but of a
crew and pasaenger 11st .of 50 about half
are missing. The negro dead and a num-
ber of tnjured were cared for at the place
where the ucceldent occurred, ¥Five of the
Injured ncgroes were brought to Vicks-
burg tonlght on the steamer Senator Cor-
dill, with the white dead and Injured.

Expiosion Sinks Boat.

‘The aceldent ocenrred at Geold- Dust
Landing, ahbout 17 infles south of this city.
The Scov!l was at the landing taking on
frelght when suddenly the explosion oc-

" ‘curred. Many of the timbers of the boat
. wera thrown hundreds of vdrds, The bobt
was 80 badly damaged that she began to
sink immedintely. YWhen the Cordill left
Trer late this afternoon she was listing
" lheavily and her cargo of 1000 sacks of cot-
y tonsced and 8 bales of cotton will be lost,
Pending the arrival of the Senater Cor-
C il the Injured were cared for at Gold
. Dust Landing ns well as possible. Of the
white dead only the body of Lovoll Yer-
. ger has been recovered. Dougherly wys
blown soveral hundred feet out into the
river, but, despite a dislocated shoulider,
managed to swim to the bank.

Engineer Just Escapes.

.The story of the accident ay told by J. L.
Rruce, the englneer of the boat, I8 as fol-
lows:
. '“We were lyilng at Gold Dust Landlng
- thls morning, luking on curgoe, when I no-
ticed a small quantity of water coming
from the boiler, I suspected that some-
thing was wroug and proceeded to make
an examination. About this time the Sco-
vl broke ‘her hecadlines' and drifted, so
thgt I did not have time to make a thor-
ough cxaminatlon. As soon as I got her
back to the hank 1 crawled on top of the
boller and proceeded with the investigi-
tion. I had just got down from the boller
“when the explosion oceurved,”
It Jx-gald the accldent wus caused by a
‘defective boller plate, Mr, Bruce wus not
= injured. The Injured were talken to the
Yickghurg Sunitavium. .

Captuin a River Veteran.

Captain Quackenboss was one of L3
oldest and best-known rcsldents of this.
city, and was well known on the river.
The steamer Scovll wuas only ' recently

Bought by him and others for the Vicks-,

burg-Davls Rend trade. Wade Quacken-
boes wag. tho son of the captain.

DEATH LIST TOTALS TWELVE

Tremendous Force of Explosion
Drives Bodies Under Bank.

NEW ORLEANS, La., Dec. 19.—Full
detafls of the packet ‘Scovil explosion
have been rccelved here. The reports
place the number of dend at 12—four

_whites ang- cight negroes. The force
of the explosion was so tremendous
that a part of the holler, after cutting

_through a mast, coutinued on its flight
for a distance of 200 yards, plowing up
-several pundred feot of carth, and final-
ly stopping 50 feet beyond.

Tha body of Lavalle Yerger was
found beneath the bunk on a log, which
had ‘crushed oul his life. TUnder this
~same log was the body cf a negro.
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