INTERESTING INCIDENTS OF THE
LAKE ERIE DISAST R.

The following. lcue:-’ was wrifte:.i_ by ?v{r.
Aaron Sutton, of New ¥ ork, to his friends in
that city. [Iti3 quite interesting, and showg
how the art of swimming, in this instance,
saved an entire fanily. It is mentioned, asa
curious coincidence, that Mr. Sutton bed 8
prother and swter on board the Henry Clay,
which was burnt on North River, July 28th.,
both of whom were saved.

SrradeR Sverana, Lake Erfe, 8th mo. 20, 1532,

Deag Friesps: We loft Buftalo last even-
ing ut 9 1 2u'clock, in the ill fated steamer
Atlantic, the loss of which you will have
Jearned before this reaches you. I'his morn-
ing. about 3 v'clock, when opposite Krie and

_ within six uiles of the Canada shore (off Long
*“Point.) our boat came 1n collision with the
propeller Ogsdensburg, bound to Buttalo.—
Our bow was stove m, and the boat 'un!x!cdl-
ately began to sink so rapidly that in fifticen
minutes the saloon or promenade deck was
under water as far back as midships.  The
dfter part being higher, we went back and
staid near the stern until driven by the water
o the railing. where we waited till the water
came about ou: feet. I then thought it about
time to leave, as [ expected every moment to
see the boat go down with a plunge, as near-
ly all the woud work that conld buoy the coal
and engine was then under water.  Accord-
ingly wmy dear wit, with the baby, and [ with
our dear Little Frankey in my arms, lett, and
pushed away fro:n the wreck to avoid beng
drawn under with it.  (Mary had a lite pre-
server on.) We were theretore wholly de-
pendent on a single life preserver and my
dexterity as a swimmer, which last is all that
saved our Jives.  After remaming in the wa-
ter some 10 or 15 minutes, and seeing that
the boat had apparently ceased settling,
we returned on board and there sat and wait-
ed for some change or relief. which at last
fortunately came to hand. After a few min-
utes, the propelier, although greatly d:sabled,
returned to our assistance, and for-prudential
reasons, piobably, wus very cautious about
approaching us in a way that would afford a
chance for more than a very few to get on
board at once.” However, they came bows
on directly to where we were standing, and
1 raised Frankey as high as I could reach,
and he was taken safely on board. 1 then
caught little Adna and handed him vp, but no
one reaching for him, and tho propeller mov-
ing off, I was obliged to hand him back to
Mary and take my chance at swimming again,
as I had one foot on the propeiler, and her
moving oft’ let me down into the water, and I
was drawn away by the current after the pro-
peller, to some distance from the wreck: bat
as soon as I could get clear ofthat, I swam
back again, and was once more with Mary
and the baby, wuch relieved feeling that
Frankey was safe. Ve now waited some
15 or 20 minutes before the propeller again
returned to us. During this lapse of time,
those who were still on the wreck were qui-
eted by a report that the boat was on tne bot-
tom, and they were in no danger—(30 futhoms
found no bottomn.) This feeling of security
enabled the propeller to come alongside in
safety, and by good management we weére
econ all on board and in compurative safety.
During all this time, the boats of both steam-
ers were employed in picking np those who
were .in the water anl st} alive. The dead
could not claim uttenticn when life was in
peril. and conseguently only one body (a
ciuld’s) was brecught away. We could not
feel altogether sate yet, as the propoller was
bauly stove in at the bows, and leaked so that
the pumps were full. Sie now started for |
Erie, aud at 9 1-2 o'clock net the Saltana
coming out of Erie Harbor, bound for Detroit. |
We tiought best to take it, and go immedi. |
ately on our journey. We have lost every
thing except the things we had on our backs
and iy watch and purse, so thit we have
maouey enough to buy the necessary clothing
to finish our journey, and other necessary ex-
penses. As it was only through what [ be-
hieve to have been gross carelessness that the
cslamity hus happened, I presume we shall
recover for our baggage, which at the present
i ment seems of but little account. Accord-
g to the best information I have been able
10 get, there could not have teen less than
350 hives lost.

I presuine I need not cali upon you to im-
agine any thing of th+ awfulness of the scene,
out of sight of land, {it was quite dark,) in
deep water, and at one time with hardiy a
hope of assistanca. To be sure there was
no fize, but there was no land, as in the caee
of thnse on the Henry Clay, to look to. We
were, altogether, about an hour and a half
with scarcely « hope —death staring us in the
face, and numbers drowned and drowning
around us. I felt no unxiety for iny own fate,
but the dear ones who of course clung to me
were all I thought of saving. I felt no fear
of death for myseif; still I fully expected 1t,
not only for myself, but for Mary and the dear
children. ~ We bardly hopad, but parsevered
and were saved. While we were away from
the-wreck in tho water, I saw several dead
bodies near us, and one of a man came so
near that [ was under the painful necessity of
pushing it away with my foot, fearing, hife not
being extinct entirely, we should be caught
hold of. My hands of course were tied—
Franky in one, with his little arms around my
neck, and Mary in the other. 1 was obliged
to propel entirely with my feet—no easy mat-
ter for even the best swimmer. I beheve we
were the only company that left the boat and
got back safely. There were a few single
men who went when we did, and for the
same reasons. DMary was perfectly calm and
manageable throughout the whole time, and
seemed to fear for the baby more than her-
self. Frankey, when in the water, &ried
some, and said, * Frankey wants to go in the
boat again,” and * Frankey don’t want to go
in the water any more.” and many other things
which I cannot now mention. 1 find that the
propeller struck the Atlantic near midships,
on the larboard side. We have been provid-
ed with dry clothes by the passengers on this
boat, and all has been done by the captain
and officers that was in their power to make
us comfortable.. A very few only came.on
their way in the boat, preferring te take the
stages around the lake. I shall mail thisat !
Cleveland, at wh:ch place the boat will tonch |
for coal.- We shall probably get to Detroit

to-morrow morning. * ¢ * A s,

Otner INCIDENTS oF THE WRERECK oOF
THE ATLANTIC—Bella Dingwell, the cham-
berinuid, relates that an old lady, addressing
her, asked if the boat was sinking. Upon
being answered i the affirmative, she re-

uested the chambermaid to go down and

etch her carpet bag. Bella entreated her to
try and save herself, and not to think of any
thing else : but the poor old lady insisted that
she could not go without her carpzt bag, and
wheo last seen by the chambennaid, she was
‘endeavoring to make her way below tn en.
deavor to find tho coveted article. Bella
berse)f wos taken off’ with but ene garment.
on—a sxirt which she found in the gabin
baving been clainied by its rightful owner,—
Sue displayed much presence of mind, and
when told by the secund porier that he would
do all he could to.save her life, she begged
him not to run any danger.for her, but to look
after himsell and leave her to her fate.

A gentleman on the Atlantic recollects
seeing Miss Scaramon, of Milwaukie, who
was 12 years old, and was on her way home
from school at Boston, after the collision.—
The poor httle girl wus distracted, and rush-
mg about asf mad. He seized her and ox-
:lmwo‘redl i‘:!:?lm her‘ fears, when she brake

T i ror, rushed overbos
drowned. oard, and was

2 gentleman whose name we did not Yearn
by his cuolness and presence of mingd saved'
his wife and six children. Wa procured a
Life preserver and fastened it firmyy aroung
his wife first, and tien making her descopg
into the water, he, being a good swimme.,
took two of the hite-preserving stools which
were on bourd, and put them under each anin,
In this manner she wanaged to support four
of her children who clung to.her, while the
fusband was' employed in. making prepara-
tions for his owvn safety and that of l%e servant
girl who was alung. He then took the sume '
precautions for his own safety, and toek the:
othertwo children and the servant girl undet
his gqharge. =

A lady who was sleeping in the lower
cabin when the vessel struck, relates that she
sprung out of her berth and wuked a young
lady that was in the berth bencath her, but
who did not seem to reslize tho position she
was in, for she did not get up. The lady
berself had nothing on but thetr night clothes .
and a loose dress. - She irnmediately hurried
on deck, but so fast did the water gain that
she had to be helped through the sky-light
by her husband, who was himself in his shirt.
She gave him the loose dress after they were
saved, }a,nd ;au}a r;P to ;hia city on the Sal-

tana, when hker ication” wa, a
miliner’s shop.. © o ’.b‘ﬂ”d




