




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































11d8 KANSAS AFFAIRS. 

alarmed. The house we met in had but two rooms, and was not com
pleted; they worked on it all day th.:l Sunday before the meeting to 
get the roof on; the floors were loose, and it had no doors or windows. 
As long as we staid there, we had no room for a committee to meet, 
and, in consequence, we could not remain in session more than one or 
two hours at a time. 

SAMUEL A. WILLIAMS. 

Subscribed and sworn to, before me, this 9th day of June, A. D. 
1856. 

THOMAS J. GOFORTH, 
Justice of the Peace, Jackson county, Mi880ur-i. 

STATE OF MISSOURI, 
Oountyof Jackson, 5 88. 

I, John R. Swearengen, clerk of the county court within and for 
the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Thomas J. Goforth, esq., 
whose genuine signature appears to the above affidavit, now is, and 
was at the time of so doing, an acting justice of the peace within and 
for the county aforesaid, duly commissioned qualified, and that 
full faith and credit is due, and ought to be given, to all his official 
acts as su,ch, as well courts of justice as thereout. 

In testImony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the 
[ ] seal of said court, at office, in the city of Independence, this 
L. s. 14th day of June, A. D. 1856. 

JOHN R. SWEARINGEN, Clerk. 

Deposition of William Barbee . 

. STATE OF MISSOURI, to wit,' 
Jackson county, 5 
On the sixth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand 

eight hundred and fifty-six, personally appeared before me, the under
signed, a justice of tho peace in and for the county and State afore
said, William Barbee, who deposeth and saith: That the members 
elect of the first legislative assembly of the Territory of Kansas met 
at the Shawnee Mission some time in the early part of April, 1855, 
and while there memorialized Governor Reeder to call them together 
at an early day, as many of us believed at the time there were 110 
laws in force in the Territory by which crimes could be punished and 
civil wrongs redressed; and he was also asked, in the same memorial, 
to assemble the legislature at some other place than Pawnee. The 
requests thus made were refused, and the legislature, by proclamation 
of the governor, assembled at Pawnee.on the second day of July, 1855. 
When we (I being a member of the council) got to Pawnee we:found 
but three or four inhabitable buildings, and but one house at which 
any of us could be accommodated, and at that house but a small por-

. tion of the members and officers of the legislature could be 
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dated, so that the greater portion of the members and officers of both 
brall(~hes of the assembly were obliged to camp ont beneath a scorch
ing July sun-there being no trees or other shelter from the burning 
sun-and procure provisions, cook, and wash for themselves. In lhe 
meantime, during the sitting of the legislature, the cholera broke 
out, and many died from attacks of the cholera. Provisions at last 
became scarce, and the weather was so dry and hot that the beef on 
hand spoiled, and no beef could be had, and scarcely any other kind 
of meat, and no vegetables. There was no provender, except the burnt 
grass of the prairie, for our horse8, and no shelter or place to keep 
them, bnt were obliged to picket them out, at a risk of losing them. 
The house in which we were to meet, on Sunday morning before the 
Monday on which the legislature was to assemble, had no floors up 
stairs nor down stairs, neither were the-re any doors or windows to it, 
so that the exposure to the sun was nearly as great in that house as 
out of it. On Sunday the floors were laid loosely down, but neither 
windows or doors were put to the building during the time we re
mained there. Believing that Governor Reeder would have sufficient 
accommodations prepared for us we took little or nothing of material 
for camp life, so that we were wholly unprepared to protect ourselves 
against the weather, as well as to protect ourselves against hunger. 
Many of us were obliged to lie on the ground. The house in which 
Governor Reeder was quartered was comfortable, and nearly as large 
as the hotel, (as it was termed,) and occupied half of it himself. 
Although we were within a mile or a mile and a half of Fort Riley, 
a United States government post, yet if we would not have taken some 
provision with us we would have fueen without anything .to eat, for 
we could get nothing of the gort at the fort. Pawnee is situated on 
the Kansas river, about one hundred and forty or fifty miles from its 
mouth. While there we could have no communication with our fami
lies or constituents, except by private messengers. There were but 
two rooms in the house where we were assembled, one for the council, 
and one for the house, and no room in the town could be procured for 
a committee to deliberate. It was impossible, almost, for legislation 
to be done. Unless the two houses would adjourn from time to time, 
no business could be prepared by the committees for the action of the 
respective houses. If we had remained there, but little legislation 
could have been done, as the committees would have been of necessity 
forced to meet in daylight, on the open prairie, beneath the power of 
a hot sun in the months'of July and August. The foregoing I should 
state before the" Kanzas investigating committee" if permitted, but 
not being allowed to do so before them, I make the statement and 
swear to it before a justice of the peace. 

WM. BARBEE. 

Acknowledged before me, June 6, 1855. . 
THOMAS J. GOFORTH, 

Justice of the Peace. 
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STATE OF ](~OURI, ~ 
Oountyof Jaekson, 5 88. 

KANSAS AFFAIRS. 

Be it remembered, that on this sixth day of June, A. D. 1856, per
sonally came before me, the undersigned, justice of the peace in and 
for the county and State aforesaid, William Barbee, whose name is 
subscribed to the foregoing statement, and, upon his oath, states that 
the above and foregoing statements are true as set forth. 

Given under my hand, this sixth day of June, A. D. 1856. 

STATE OF M~OURI, ~ 
Oounty of Jackson, ~ 88. 

THOMAS J. GOFORTH, 
JU8tice of the Peace. 

I, John R. Swearingen, clerk of the county court within and for 
the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Thomas J. Goforth, esq., 
whose genuine signature appears to the foregoing affidavit, now is, 
and was at the time of so doing, an acting justice of the peace within 
and for the county aforesaid, duly elected, commissioned, and qualified, 
and that full faith and credit is due to all his official acts as such, as 
well in courts of justice as thereout. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the 
[L s] seal of said court at office in the city of Independence, this 

. . thirteenth day of April, A. D. 1856. 
. JOHN R. SWEARINGEN, Clerk. 

Deposition of Alexander S. Johnson. 

I am a citizen of Kansas Territory; was born and raised lin that 
Territory. I was a resident of the seventeenth representative di!'itr~ct 
on the 30th of March, 1855. I was a candidate for the legislature 
from the fourth and seventeenth representative districts, was legally 
elected, and received my certificate of election from the governor. 

A few days after the election I, with a majority of the members 
elect, respectfully petitioned Governor A. H. Reeder to call the legis
lature together, as soon as possible, at the Shawnee mission, or some 
other convenient place. We did this from tlle fact that Governor A. 
H. Reeder had said that he intended calling the legislature together 
at Pawnee. To this petition Governor A. H. Reeder returned no 
answer, although at the time he promised to answer it. 

The legislature was called together by the governor on the first 
Monday in July, at the town of Pawnee. I arrived at Pawnee on the 
Sunday before the meeting of the legislature, and found some three 
habitable houses, only one of which was prepared for the public, and 
it was a small temporary house, not sufficient to keep one-fifth of the 
members and officers of the legislature. 

I, with a majority of the members of the legislature, were com
pelled to camp out and sleep on the ground, and do our own cooking. 
We either had to do thi~ or go home. 'tVe had to camp on the bank 
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of the Kansas river, under a hot July sun, there being no shade tree 
in less than half a mile of the place. 

The house in which the legislature assembled had neither doors no"" 
windows, and only two rooms, with plank laid down temporarily for 
floors, and was not ready for us until late Monday evening. 

Many of the members and officers became quite unwell, not being 
accustomed to the hardship and exposures of which they had to en
dure. One man died with the cholera, in less than one hundred yards 
of my tent. Some of the members had strong cholera symptoms. 
We had no chance to correspond with our constituents or families, 
except by private messengers, there being no mail facilities. The 
proprietor in the only hotel in the place told me on the day we ad
journed that he could not have kept those that were boarding with 
him a day longer, as he was about out of provisions, and that he ap-d 
his servants were broken down. We had no place for our committee 
to meet, and were compelled to adjourn early every day, that the 
members might prepare their meals and attend to their horses. 

Pawnee is situated about 140 or 150 miles above the mouth of the 
Kansas river, and inconvenient to all the members of the legislature, 
with the exception of one or two. I had to camp out from the time I 
left home until I came back. 

I know that Governor A. H. Reeder was a large proprietor in the 
town of Pawnee; have heard him say so; have seen him sell pro-
perty in that town. . 

The Kansas committee do not permit me to give in this testimony; 
hence I make this statement before a magistrate and swear to it. 

ALEXANDER S. JOHNSON. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a justice of the peace, this 9th 
day of June, 1856. 

STATE OF MISSOURI, ? 
Oounty of Jackson, S 88. 

THOMAS J. GOFORTH, 
Justice of the Peace. . 

I, John R. Swearingen, clerk of the county court, within and for 
the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Thomas J. Goforth, esq., 
whose genuine signature appears to the foregoing affidavit, now is 
and was at the time of so doing, an acting justice of the peace within 
and for the county aforesaid, duly commissioned and sworn, and that 
full faith and credit is due, and ought to be given, to all his official 
acts as such, in well as courts of justice as thereout. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the 
[L s] seal of said court at office in the city of Independence, this 

. . 13~h day of June, A. D. 1856. 
JOHN R. SWEARINGEN, Olerk. 

MARCUS J. PARROTT called and sworn. 

By Governor King: 
lam a resident of the Territory of Kansas. On the 30th of August 

I was at Kansas city, in Missouri, at the American hotel. Governor 
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Reeder was then stopping there at that time. We sat up and con
versed ~ogether about what was to be done there; at the same time I 
was on my way to another convention to be held at Tecumseh on the 
31st day of August; the object of that convention was to meet with 
persons who were desirous to organize the democratic party in the 
Territory. While we were together, Governor Reeder spoke about 
making some arrangements about going up himself to attend the con
vention at Big Springs. His trunks, at that time, were in the office 
at the hotel, which comprised, so far as I know, all the personal 
property he had in the Territory; he wanted to get a valise to take 
some clothes up into the Territory; he borrowed a valise of Major 
Eldridge of the hotel, which was brought out in my presence, put into 
the buggy, and he left before I did. I overtook him, in company 
with Judge Johnson, at the Shawnee mission. We both started out 
on the road at night, and we separated at Donaldson, where Governor 
Reeder tarried all night, but Judge Johnson and myself drove on all 
night for Tecumseh. I did not see Reeder again until two or three 
days afterwards -at Lawrence, and then had some conversati'On with 
him concerning his being a candidate of the Big Spring convention, 
for delegate to Congress. The impression left upon my mind was, 
that, unless he became Ii. candidate, he was going to leave the Terri
tory. Afterwards, on the first day of the convention, I think, there was 
a good deal said about his not being a resident of the Territory. I was 
myself of that opinion; and, in order to determine exactly about that 
matter, I agreed with Colonel Lane, and some others, to call him 
out and ask him the question. I did call him out, and ask him if he 
was a resident of the Territory. He stated, in reply to that, some
thing about the reason he did not bring his family here, as that was 
the ground of complaint generally here. He did not answer the ques
tion directly at all, but answered it argumentatively, by stating some 
things in connexion with his position in the Territory. I do not 
recollect that he satisfied the persons who had been called there to 
hear his answer to the question. I know that some of them were not 
satisfied that he was a resident of the Territory. Colonel Lane and 
myself afterwarq.s spoke of it, and neither of us were satisfied with the 
answer he gave to the question. Since that time I have never known 
him to have any visible domicile or residence in the Territory. In the 
conversation at Lawrence he spoke of a claim that he thought he 
would buy if his wife liked it, but his wife and family were not and 
never have been in the Territory, and were understood to be in Penn
sylvania. 

To Mr. Sherman: 
Colonel Lane was spoken of as a candidate. I was in favor of 

Judge Johnson. I never heard anyone speak of Colonel Lane being 
a candidate but himself. Reeder was nominated without a vote, and 
by acclamation. 

To Governor King: 
My objection to Governor Reeder was on account of some resolutions 

which he had with him at Kansas City, and written by him, and 
adopted at the Big Spring convention, which provided for the election 
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of delegate to Congress being held on a different day from that pro
vided by the territorial law , and also to other resolutions written by 
him, which looked to a repUdiation of the laws by force. I objected to 
this latter part in public in the convention. I saw resolutions, called 
miscellaneous resolutions, which were in Governor Reeder's hand
writing. 

MAROUS PARROTT. 
LEAVENWORTH OITY, K. T., May 28, 1856. 

Mahala Doyle' 8 affidavit. 

The undersigned, Mahala Doyle, states upon oath: I am the widow 
of the late James P. Doyle; that we moved into the Territory, that 
is, my husband, myself, and children moved into the Territory of 
Kansas some time in November, A. D. 1855, and settled on Mosquito 
creek, about one mile from its mouth, and where it empties into Pot
tawatomie creek, in Franklin county; that on Saturday, the 24th day 
of May, A. D.11856, about 11 o'clock at night, after we had all retired, 
my husband, James P. Doyle, myself, and five children, four boys and 
one girl-the eldest boy is about twenty-two years of age, his name 
is William; the next was about twenty years of age, his Drury; the 
next is about sixteen years of age, his name is John; the next is about 
thirteen years of Rge, her name is Pully Ann; the next is about ten 
years of age, his name is James; the next is about eight years of age, 
his name is Oharles; the next is about five years of age, his name is 
Henry-we were all in bed, when we heard some persons come into 
the yard and rap at the door and call for Mr. Doyle, my husband. 
This was about 11 o'clock on Saturday night of the 24th of May last. 
My husband got up and went to the door. Those outside inquired 
for Mr. Wilkson, and where he lived. My husband told them that he 
would tell them. Mr. Doyle, my husband, opened the door, and sev
eral came into the house, and said that they were from the army. 
My husband was a pro-slavery man. They told my husband that he 
and the boys must surrender, they were their prisoners. These men 
were armed with pistols and large knives. They first took my hus
band out of the house, then they took two of my sons-the two oldest 
ones, William and Drury-out, and then took my "husband and these 
two boys, William and Drury, away. My son John was spared, be
cause I asked them in tears to spare him. In a short time afterwards 
I heard the report of pistols. I heard two reports, after which I heard 
moaning, as if a person was dying; then I heard a wild whoop. They 
had asked before they went away for our horses. We told them that 
the horses"were out on the prairie. My husband and two boys, my 
sons, did not come back any more. I went out next morning in search 
of them, and found my husband and William, my son, lying dead in 
the road near together, about two hundred yards from the house. My 
other son I did not see any more until the day he was buried. I was 

. so much overcome that I went t) the house. They were buried the 
next day. On the day of the burying I saw the dead body of Drury. 
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Fear of myself and the remaining children induced me to leave the 
home where we had been living. We had improved our claim a little. 
I left all and went to the State of. Missouri. 

her 
MAHALA X DOYLE. 

mark. 

Witness: THOMAS J. GOFORTH. 

STATE OF MissOURI, ~ 
Jackson county, 588• 

On the 11th day of June, A. D. 1856, 'personally appeared before 
me, the subscriber, a justice of the peace in and for the county and 
State aforesaid, Mahala Doyle, whose name appears to the above and 
foregoing statement, and makes oath, according to law, that the above 
and foregoing statement is true as therein set forth. 

Given under my hand and seal the day and year above written. 

STATE OF MISSOURI, ~ 
Oounty of Jackson, 5 88. 

THOMASJ. GOFORTH, [L. s.] 
Justice of the Peace. 

I, John R. Swearingen, clerk of the county court within and for the 
county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Thomas J. Goforth,. esq., 
whose genuine signature appears to the foregoing affidavit, now is, 
and was at the time of so doing, an acting justice of the peace within 
and for the county aforesaid, duly commissioned and qualified, and 
that full faith and credit is due, and ought to be given, to all his offi
cial acts as such, as well in courts of justice as thereout. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the 
[ ] seal of said court at office, in the city of Independence, this 
L. s. 13th day of June, A. D. 1856. , 

JOHN R. SWEARINGEN, Olerk. 1 

Affidavit of John Doyle. 

The undersigned, John Doyle, states, upon oath, that he is the son 
of James P. and Mahala Doyle; that we came to the Territory in 
November, 1855, and settled on Mosquita creek, about one mile from 
its mouth, in Franklin county. That, on Saturday night, about 11 
o'clock, on the 24th day of May last, a party of men came to our 
house; we had all retired; they roused us up, and told us that if we 
would surrender they would not hurt us. They said they were from 
the army; they were armed with pistols and knives; they took off my 
father and two of' my brothers, William and Drury. We were all 
alarmed. They made inquiries about Mr. Wilbon, and about our 
horses. The next morning was Sunday, tQe 25th of May, 1856. I 
went in search of'my father and two brothers. I found my father and 
one brother, "William, lying dead in the road, about two hundred yards 
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from the house; I saw my other brother lying dead on the ground, 
about one hundred and fifty yards from the house, in the grass, near 
a ravine; his fingers were cut off, and his arms were cut off; his head 
was cut open; there was a hole in his breast. William's head was 
cut open, and a hole was in his jaw, as though it was made by a 
knife, and a hole was also in his side. My father was shot in the 
forehead and stabbed in the breast. I have talked often with northern 
men and eastern men in the Territory, and these men talked exactly 
like eastern men and northern men talk, that is, their language and 
pronunciation were similar to those eastern and northern men with 
whom I had talked. An old man commanded the party; he was a 
dark complected, and his face was slim. We had lighted a candle, 
and about eight of them entered the house; there were some more out
side. The complexion of most of those eight whom I saw in the 
house were of sandy complexion. My father and brothers were pro
slavery mel!, and belonged to the law and order party. 

hi. 

JOHN X DOYLE. 
mark. 

Witness: THOMAS J. GOFORTH. 

STATE OF MIssouRi, ~ 
Jackson Oounty, S ss. 

On this 7th day of June, A. D. 1856, personally appeared before 
me, the subscribet, a justice of the peace in and for the county 
and State aforesaid, John Doyle, whose name appears to the above 
statement, and makes oath according to law· that the above and fore
going statement is true as therein set forth. 

Given under my hand and seal, the day and year above written. 

~~:yo~}~:~~~; J 88. 

THOMAS J. GOFORTH, [L. s.] 
Justice of the Peace. 

I, John R. Swearinger, clerk of the county court within and for the 
county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Thomas J. Goforth, esq., 
whose genuine signature appears to the foregoing- affidavit, now is, 
and was at the time of so doing, an acting justice of the peace, within 
and for the county aforesaid, duly commissioned and qualified, and 
that full faith and credit is due to all his official acts as such, as well 
in courts of justice as thereout. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the 
[L s] seal of said court, at office, in the City of Independence, this 

. . 13th day of June, 1856. 
JOHN R. SWEARINGER, Olerk. 

James Hams' Affidavit. 

I reside on Pottowatomie creek, near Henry Sherman's, in Kansas 
Territory. I went thereto reside on the last day of March, 1856, and 
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have resided there ever since. On last Sunday morning, about two 
o'clock, (the 25th of May last,) whilst-my wife and child and myself 
were in bed in the house where we lived, we were aroused by a com
pany of men who said they belonged to the northern army) and who 
were each armed with a sabre and two revolvers, two of whom I recog
nized, namely, a Mr. Brown, whose given name I do not remember, 
commonly known by the appellation of "old man Brown," and his 
son, Owen Brown. They came in the house and approached the bed 
side where we were lying, and ordered us, together with three other 
men who were in the same house with me, to surrender; that the 
northern army was upon us, and it would be no use for us to resist. 
The names of these other three men who were then in my house with 
me are, William Sherman, John S. Whiteman, the other man I did 
not know. They were stopping with me that night. They had 
bought a cow from Henry Sherman, and intended to go home the 
next morning. When they came up to the bed, some had drawn 
sabres in their hands, and some revolvers. They then took into their 
possession two rifles and a Bowie knife, which I had there in the 
room-there was but one room in my house-and afterwards ransacked 
the whole establishment in search of ammunition. They then took 
one of these three men, who were staying in my house, out. (This 
was the man whose name I did not know.) He came back. They 
then took nie out, and asked me if there were any more men about 
the plaee. I told them there were not. They ,searched the place 
but found none others but we four. They asked me where Henry 
Sherman was. Henry Sherman was a brother to William Sherman. 
I told them that he was out on the plains in search of some cattle 
which he had lost. They asked if I had ever taken any hand in 
aiding pro-slavery men in coming to the Territory of Kansas, or 
had ever taken any hand in the last troubles at Lawrence) and asked 
me whether I had ever done the free State party any harm or ever in
tended to do that party any harm; they asked me what made me live 
at such a place. I then answered that I could get higher wages there 
than anywhere else. They asked me if there were any bridles or 
saddles about the premises. I told them there was one saddle, which 
they took, and they also took possession of Henry Sherman's horse, 
which I had at my place, and made me saddle him. They then said 
if I would answer no to all the questions which they had asked roe, 

• they would let loose. Old Mr. Brown and his son then went into the 
house with me. The other three men, Mr. William Sherman, Mr. 
Whiteman, and the stranger were in the house all this time. After 
old man Brown and his son went into the house with me, old ma~ 
Brown asked Mr. Sherman to go out with him, and Mr. Sherman then 
went out with old Mr. Brown, and another man came into the hou/le 
in Brown's place. I heard nothing more for about fifteen minutes. 
Two of the northern army, as they styled themselves, stayed in with 
11S until we heard a cap burst, and then these two men left. That 
morning about ten o'clock I found William Sherman dead in the 
creek near my house. I was looking for Mr. Sherman, as he had not 
come back, I thought he had been murdered. I took Mr. William 
Sherman out of the creek and examined him. Mr. Whiteman wail 
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with me. Sherman's skull was split open in two places and some of 
his brains was washed out by the water. A large hole was cut in his 
breast, and his left hand was cut off except a little piece of skin on one 
side. We buried him. 

STATE OF MISSOURI, ~ ss 
Oounty 01 Jackson, 5 • 

JAMES HARRIS. 

This day personally appeared before me, Thomas J. Goforth, 'an 
acting justice of the peace in and for Jackson county, State of Mis
souri, James Harris, who on oath says that the above and foregoing 
statement is true as therein set forth. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this the 6th day of June, eigh
teen hundred and fifty-six. Witness my hand and seal. 

STATE OF ~OURI, ~ 
Ooonty of Jackson, 5 118. 

THOMAS J. GOFORTH, [L. s.] 
Justice of the Peace. 

I, John R. Swearingen, clerk of the county C8urt within and for 
the county aforesaid, do hereby certifY that Thomas J. Goforth, esq., 
whose genuine signature appears to the above affidavit, now is and 
was at the time of so doing, an acting justice of the peace within and 
for the county aforesaid, duly commissioned and sworn, and that full 
faith and credit is due to all his official acts as such, as well in courts 
of justice as thereout. 
. In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the 
[L s] seal of said court, at office in the city of Independence, this 

. . 11th day of June, A. D. 1856. ' 
JOHN R. SWEARINGEN, Olerk . 

. 
Affidavit 01 Mrs. Louisa Jane Wilkinson. 

On the 13th day of June, A. D. 1856, Louisa Jane Wilkinson, on 
oath, being duly sworn, says: I am the widow of the late Allen Wil
kinson. We came to Kansas, from Tennessee, in October, 1854; 
went to our claim, on Pottowatomie creek, about the 12th day of No
vember following. Said claim, where my husband lived at the time 
of his death, lies in Franklin county, Kansas 'Territory, about eight 
miles from Ossawatomie, and the same distance from the mouth of 
Pottowatomie creek. On the 25th of May last, somewhere between 
the hours of midnight and daybreak, cannot say exactly atJwhat hour, 
after all had retired to bed, we were disturbed by barking of the dog. 
I was sick with the measles, and woke up Mr. Wilkinson, and asked 
ifhe "heard the noise, and what it meant?" He said it was only 
some one passing about, and soon after was again asleep. It was not 
long before the dog raged and barked furiously, awakening me once 
more; pretty soon I heard footsteps as of men approaching; saw one 
pass by the window, and some one knocked at the door. I asked, 

/' 
Hosted by Coog Ie 



1198 KANSAS .A.FF AIRS. 

who is that? No one answered. I awoke my husband, who Slsked, 
who is that? Some one replied, I want you to tell me the way to 
Dutch Henry's. He commenced to tell them, and they said to him, 
"Come out and show us." He wanted to go, but I would not let 
him; he then told them it was difficult to find his clothes, and could 
tell them as well without going out of doors. The men out of doors, 
after that, stepped back, and I thought I could hear them whispering; 
but they immediately returned, and, as they approached, one of them 
asked of my husband, "Are you a northern armist?" He said, "I 
am." I understood the answer to mean that my husband was op
posed to the northern or freesoil party. I cannot say that I under
stood the question. My husband was a pro-slavery man, and was a 
member of the territorial legislature held at Shawnee Mission. 

When my husband said "I am," one of them said, "You are our 
prisoner. Do you surrender?" He said, "Gentlemen, I do." They 
said, open the door. Mr. Wilkinson told them to wait till he made 
a light; and they replied, if you don't open it, we will open it for 
you. He opened the door against my wishes, and four men came in, 
and my husband was told to put on his clothes, and they asked him 
if there were not more men about; they searched for arms, and took 
a gun and powder flask, all the weapon that was about the house. 

I begged them to let Mr. Wilkinson stay with me, saying that I 
was sick and helpless, and could not stay by myself. My husband 
also asked them to let him stay with me until he could get some one 
to wait on me; told them that he would not run off, but would be 
there the next day, or whenever called "for. The old man, who 
seemed to be in command, looked at me and then around at the 
children, and replied, "you have neighbors." I said, "so I have, 
but they are not here, and I cannot go for them" The old man re
plied, "it matters not," I told him to get ready. My husband 
wanted to put on his boots and get ready, so as to be protected from 
the damp and night air, but they wouldn't let him~ They then took 
my husband away'. One of them came back and took two saddles; I 
asked him what they were going to do with him, and he said, "take 
him a prisoner to the camp." I wanted one of them to stay with 
me. He said he would, but "they would not let him." After they 
were gone, I thought I heard my husband's voice, in complaint, but 
do not know; went to the door, and all was still. Next morning 
Mr. Wilkinson was found about one hundred and fifty yards from the 
house, in some dead brush. A lady who saw my husband's body, 
said that there was a gash in his head and in his side; others said 
that he was cut in the throat twice. 

On the Wednesday following I left for fear of my life. I believe 
that they would have taken my life to prevent me from testifying 
against them for killing my husband. I believe that one of Captain 
Brown's sons was in the party, who murdered my husband; I heard 
a voice like his. I do not know Captain Brown himself. I have two 
small children, one about eight and the other about five years old. 
The body of my husband was laid in a new house; I did not see it. 
My friends would not let me see him for fear of making me worse. I 
was very ill. The old man, who seemed to be commander, wore 
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soiled clothes and a straw hat, pulled down over his face. He spoke 
quick, is a tall, narrow-faced, elderly man. I would recognize him if 
I could see him. 

My husband was a poor man. I am now on my way to Tennessee 
to see my father, William Ball, who lives in Haywood county. I am 
enabled to go by the kindness of friends in this part of Missouri. 

Some of the men who took my husband away that night were armed 
with pistols and knives. I do not recollect whether all I saw were 
a.rmed. They asked Mr. W. if Mr. McMinn did not live near. My 
husband was a quiet man, and was not engaged in arresting or dis
turbing any body. He took no active part in the pro-slavery cause, 
so as to aggravate the abolitionists; but he was a pro-slavery man. 
Mr. McMinn, mentioned above, is a pro-slavery man; so, also, is the 
said Dutch Henry. 

STATE OF MIssoURI, ~ 
County of Jackson, 5 88. 

LomSA JANE WILKINSON. 

On this, the 13th day of June, A. D. 1856, personally came before 
me, Th~mas J. Goforth, a justice of the peace in and for the above 
State and county, Louisa Jane Wilkinson, who, being duly sworn, 
says the facts contained in the above statement are true, to the best of 
her knowledge. 0 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this the 13th day of June, A. 
D.1856. 

STATE OF MISSOURI, ~ 
Ooonty of Jackson, 588• 

THOMAS J. GOFORTH, [L. s.] 
Justice of the Peace. 

I John R. Swearingen, clerk of the county court within and for the 
county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Thomas oJ. Goforth, esq., 
whose genuine signature appears to the foregoing affidavit, now is, 
and was at the time of so doing, an acting justice of the peace within 
and for the couuty aforesaid, duly commissioned and qualified, and 
that full faith and credit is due and ought to be given to all his official 
acts as ,such, as well in courts of justice as thereout. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the 
[ ] seal of said court, at office in the city of Independence, this 
L. s. 13th day of June, A. D. 1856. 

JOHN R. SWEARINGEN, Olerk. 

Affidavit 01 Morton Boom. 

On the eleventh day of June, A. D. 1856, Morton Bourn, under 
()ath, says: I am about sixty-two years of age; went to Kansas early 
in April, 1855; settled on my claim in Douglas county, on Wash
ington creek, about two miles from the mouth of said creek, in May 
following. I own slaves, and have a crop of corn and wheat grow-
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ing; have never taken any active part with the pro.,.slavery.party
only voted and sustained the law. On Wednesday, the 28th of Ma , 
somewhere between the hours of 10 and 12 at night, perhaps earlier, 
perhaps later, a party of men, about 20 or 30 I think, surroundedm V 
house, and called to me to open the door and raise a light. I ask ad 
them what they wanted? they said they wanted to search my house, 
and if they had to burst open the aoor, they would kill me. Through 
the persuasion of my wife I opened the door, though my so'n and I 
were armed. I wished to defend my house and property, but my wife 
persuaded me from shooting. After I opened the door a guard was 
placed at it, and two or three men entered, one of whom seemed to 
have command. They first took my guns, of which there were three, 
and then demanded my money, which they said they needed to carry 
on this war. They took from me about fifty dollars-it might have 
been more, and might have been less. They took next five or six 
saddles and a blanket, and demanded of. me the key to my grocery 
store; from which they took various things, including sugar, coffee, 
and whiskey-I do not know how much or what exactly. They took 
nearly every tin aJld wooden vessel about the place. Also they car
ried away one horse of mine; on the night before one horse.of mine, 
and one of Mr. Barnet's, of Leco~pton, were stolen. 

These men said that I must leave in a day or two,or they would 
kill me, or hinted as much; said I would not fare well, or words to 
that effect. I left for fear of my life and that of my family. They 
said that t.he war was commenced; they were going to fight it out, and 
drive the pro-slavery people out of the Territory; they used words to 
that amount. These men that robbed my house and drove me away 
from my property were abolitionists or free-soilers; that is, I believe 
them to be so. I have been charged with raising ~ CQ~pany to go into 
Lawrence and drive off free-soilers ; that is not true. I believe they 
treated me so because I was a pro-slavery man, was in favor of the 
Territorial laws., and bec.ause I served on the last grand jury at 
Lecompton. 

STATE OF MISSOURI, ( '8 
Jackson county, 58. 

MORTON BOURN 

On this 11th day of June, A. D., 1856, personally came before me, 
Thomas J. Goforth, a justice of the peace, duly sworn and commis
sioned to take acknowledgments in a.nd for the above county and 
State, Morton Bourn, whosay.s on oath that the facts stated in the 
above affidavit are true to the best of his knowledge. 

ST. ATE OF MISSOURI, ~ 8 
OQunty oj Jackson, 5 8. 

THOMAS J. GOFORTH, [L. s.] 
Justice oj the Peace. 

I, John R. Swearingen, clerk of the county court within and for the 
county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Thomas J. Goforth, esq., 
who~e genuine ~ignature a~pears to t?-e ~ore~oing affidavit, no~ i.s, 
and was at the tIme of so domg, an actmg JustIce of the peace wIthm 
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and for the county aforesaid, duly commissioned and qUalified, and 
that full faith and credit is due, and ought to be given, to all his offi
cial acts as such, as well in courts of justice as thereout. 
, In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 

the seal of said court, at office, in the city of Independence, 
[L. s.] this 13th day of June, A. D. ]856. 

JOHN R. SWEARINGEN, Olerk. 

Atfidavit of John Miller. 

The undersigned, John Miller, states upon oath, that I am a resi
dent of the Territory of Kansas, and have been ever since last August, 
a.nd settled at "Saint Bernard," a town situated on the road common
ly known as the " l!~ort Scott and California road," aboutthirty miles 
from Lecompton, in Douglas county. ,It is called fifty-two miles from 
Westport, Missouri. I had been a clerk in the store which Mr. 
Joab M. Bernard had kept there, for about two years last past, and 
was still keeping it on the 26th day of May, 1850. I was at Saint 
Bernard on Tuesday, the 27th day of May, 1856. Mr. James Davis 
was then Mr. Bernard's clerk, who had charge of the store; Mr. Ber
nard had gone to Westport, Missouri, or· had started for Westport, 
and was not there at the time. I was in the store with Mr. Davis. 
WhilRt there, a party of thirteen men came to the.store on horseback, 
armed with Sharpe's rifles, revolvers, and bowie-knives. They in
quired for Mr. Bernard. I told them he had gone to Westport. One 
of them said to me, "you are telling a God damn lie," and drew up 
his gun at me. Some of them came into the store, and the rest re
mained outside; they called for such goods as they wante~, and made 
Mr. Davis and myself hand them out, and said if we " didn't hurry" 
they would shoot us-they had their guns ready. After they had got 
the goods they wanted-principally blanktlts and clothing-they packed 
them npon their horses and went away. Mr. Joab M. Bernard is a pro
slavery man. I remained in the store with Mr. 'Davis, and on the next 
evening, the 28th of May, 1856, a party of 14 men came to the store on 
horseback, armed with Sharpe's rifles, revolvers, and bowie-knives; 
thirteen of this party I recognized as the same that came to the store 
the day before; and the other man I knew-William S. Ewitt is his 
name-and who I know is a free-State man, and a prominent man in 
the free-State party. They had a wagon along with them; they came 
up to the store, dismounted, and came into the store, each having his 
gun ready. Some carried goods out, some put the goods in the wagon, 
and others stood ready with their guns to prevent Mr. Davis and my
self from interfering. They took away all the goods in the store ex
cept about one hundred and fifty dollars worth, and carried them off. 
They also took away with them Mr. Bernard's two large horses, and 
three saddles, and two bridles, and took away nearly all the provisions 
which were there-bacon and flour, and other provisions. They said 
to us that they intended to take Mr. Henry Hartley and myself pris
oners, but before they took me Igotoff. After they had got all the things 
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they wanted, they asked Mr. Davis for all the money he had in the 
store. There were but four dollars in the drawer, which Mr. Davis 
handed to them, and then they went off. Mr. Joab M. Bernard isa 
pro-slavery man. When they first came, they looked up atthe sign, 
and said they would like to shoot at the name. 

JOHN MILLER. 

STATE OF MISSOURI, ~ 88 • 
Jackson county, 5 . 
On the 9th day of June, A. D. 1856) personally appeared before 

me, tbe subscriber, a justice of the peace in and for the county and 
State aforesaid, John Miller, whose name appears to the above and 
foregoing statement) and makes oath that the above and foregoing 
statement is true, as therein set forth. 

Given under my hand and seal, this ninth day of June, A. D. 1856~ 
THOMAS J. GOFORTH, [L. s.] 

Justice of the Peace. 

STATE OF MISSOURI, ~ 88' 
Oounty of Jackson, 5 . 

I, John R. Swearingen., clerk of the county court within and for 
the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Thomas J. Goforth, esqJ~J 
whose genuine signature appears to the above affidavit, now is, and 
was at the time of 80 doing, an acting justice of the peace within and 
for the county aforesaid, duly elected, commissioned, and qualified; 
and that full faith and credit is due to all his official acts as such, alt 
well in courts of justice as thereout. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
[ L s] the seal of said conrt, at office, in the city of Independence, 
.. this 14th day of June, A. D. 1856. 

JOHN R. SWEARINGEN, Clerk •. 

Affidavit of Joab M. Bernard. 

The undersigned, Joab M. Bernard, states, on oath, that I am II 
resident of the Territory of Kansas, and that I have kept a store at 
Saint Bernard, in the Territory of Kausas, for about two years last 
past. My store-house is situated at a place called Saint ';Bernard, 
about thirty miles south of Lecompton, and about fifty-two thiles from 
Westport, on the road leading from Fort Scott to California, com
monly called the "Fort Scott and California road." I left my store 
about the 26th day of May last. I had a sum of money on hand
about $2,000. There was a good deal of excitement in the country on 
account of the political difficul'iies. Some of'my neighbors, free-Stare 
men, informed me that my life was in danger, and that I had better 
keep a sharp look-out or else I might be killed; that they (my neigh
b?rs) heard some other men of the free-State party say that they would 
kill me. In consequence of these things, combined, I left, as I thought 
I would be robbed and then murdered. Accordingly I left. When 
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left there was stock in my store which Mr. Thomas S. Hamilton and 
I estimated at $4,000, consisting of dry-goods, groceries, hardware, 
queensware, provisions, and many other articles usually kept in a 
country stor~many of them Indian goods, which were costly. I 
had, when I left, on the premises, two large horses and two ponies. 
I. had also seven yoke of work cattle, and other cattle not broken, and 
some cows and calves-about twenty-five head in all-and some hogs. 
I had some ready-made clothing in my store. 

JOA.B M. BERNARD. 

STATE OF MISSOURI, ~ 88' 
Jackson Oounty, S • 

On the 9th day of June, A. D. 1856, personally appeared before 
me, the subscriber, a justice of the peace in and for the county and 
State aforesaid, Joab M. Bernard, whose name appears to the above 
and aforegoing statement, and makes oath that the above and afore
going statement is true as therein set forth. 

Given under my hand and seal this 9th day of June, A. D. 1856. 

STATE OF MISSOURI, ~ 88' 
Oounty oj JacksO'll, S . 

THOMAS J. GOFORTH, [L. s.] 
Justice oj the Peace. 

I, John R. Swearingen, clerk of the county court within and for the 
county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Thomas J. Goforth, esq., whose 
genuine signature appears to the foregoing affidavit, now is, and was 
at the time of so doing, an acting justice of the peace within and for 
the county aforesaid, duly commissioned and qualified; and that full 
faith and credit is due and ought to be given to aU' his official acts as 
such, as well in courts of' justice as thereout. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the 
[L s] seal of said court, at office, in the city of Independence, this 

. . 13th day of June, A. D. 1856. 
JOHN R. SWEARINGEN, Clerk . 

.d.ifidavit of Thomas S. Hamilton. 

The undersigned, Thomas 8". Hamilton, states, upon oath, that 
Joab M. Bernard has been keeping store in the Territory of Kansas 
for about two years last past. The store-house is situated on the Fort 
Scott and California road, about thirty miles south of Lecompton. 
I think it is in Douglas county. I was at Mr. Joab M. Bernard's 
store-house, above mentioned, on Monday, the 26th day of May last, 
for the purpose of taking an invoice of the stock on hand. I was 
going in partnership with him, the said Bernard. We examined the 
stock pretty thoroughly, but, instead of taking regularly an invoice or 
inventory, we agreed upon an estimate-that estimate agreed upon 
was, at first cost, Jour thousand dollars, including all the st(lck. I 
had agreed to pay the said Bernard two thousand dollars for half, and 
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then we were to do busmess in partnership, and diYide' the profitlf" 
equally between us. The stock consisted in dry goods-c-such as cloths, 
blankets, calico prints, lawns, Irish linens, muslin, and ready-made 
clothing, and other domestic dry goods: Groc~ries-coffee, sugar, 
tea, and other articles. Provisions-flour, b8Jcon, lard, and other 
articles. Hardware-queensware, tinware; and numerous other 
articles. Besides the stock in the store, Mr. Bernal'd had there on. 
the premises two very fine horses, fOlr whieh I offered him two hun~ 
dred and seventy-five dollars. He had, also, two ponies which were 
worth fifty or sixty dollars apiece, and seven yoke of work cattle, and 
80me others which were not broken, and some cows and calves. Ther&.. 
was money in the drawer, but h{)w much I do not know. 

, THOS. S .. HAMILTON. 

STATE OF MISSOlJRI, ? 88 • 
Jacksoo county, 5 . 
On the ninth day of June, A. D. 1856,perssnally appeared before 

me, the subscriber, a justice of the peace in and for the county and 
State aforesaid, Thomas S. Hamilton, whose name appears to the 
above and foregoing statement, and makes oath that the above and 
aforegoing statement is true as therein set forth. "'. 

Given under my hand and seal this ninth day of June, A. D.185'~ 
THOMAS' J. GOFORTH, [L. s.] ,'I' 

Justice of the Peace. 

STATE OF MISSOURI, l 88 • 
County of Jacksoo, 5 . 
I, John R. Swearingen) elerk of the county court, within and fo1" 

the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Thomas J. Goforth, esq., 
whose genuine signature appears to the above affidavit, n0'W is, and 
was at the time of so doing, an acting justice of the peace within a~d 
for the county aforesaid, duly commissioned and 'iu~1ified; and that 
full faith and credit is due and ought to be given to all his offi61al 
acts as such, as well in courts of justice as thereout. ""',: 

In testimony whereof, I have herennto set my hand and affixed 
[ ] the seal of said court, at office, in the city of Independence, 
L. s. this 14th day of June, A. D. 1856. . 

JOHN R. SWEARINGEN, 
.Olerk •. 

4tfidavit of George T. Williams. 

I, tIle undersigned, G. T. Williams, resident of Douglas county, 
K. T., do solemnly state, that I moved from the State of Missouri 
into the above county and Territory on the 14th day of April, 1856. 
About five days ago-say the 6th inst.-I was informed by Silas M. 
~foore that two companies of free-State men intended attacking my
self and the two Messrs. Keizer, Dr. Chapman, and Mr. R. Young, 
that night, and hanging us. Our informant appeared to be, and pro-
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fessed friendship for us, and wished some one to attend him to see the' 
company, and induce them not to consummate their deslgns. Dr. 
Cha.pman accompanied him, and begged. the men to spa.re· his friends 
and families, as they had always desired peace with the free-State· 
party t and also stated he would inform some United States troops near· 
by of their designs, if they refused to desist. They did not come that 
night, and, feeling unsafe, we concluded next morning to leave; and: 
the ensuing night they came and broke open and plundered Dr. Chap
man's, Mr. Keizer's and my own house, threw their pistols at too. 
children's heads, and made them get a.xes to 'break open the dool's. 
They took two rifles of mine, my wife's saddle rigging, and cursed 
and abused her because she would not tell where the horses werEj. 
They also took some clothing from Mr. Keizer's house; also one ri& 
and some blankets of Dr. Chapman. On the following morning I 
returned home to look after my family, and found they had left for a 
neighbor's house (Mr. Pulse) to save their lives. I then went around 
to get in with the United States troops, who I understood were going 
to Prairie City, but did not see the troops until after they had disband
ed this abolition company; and then returned to my house and found 
my family there. On my return I also found a Mr. Thompson, to 
whom I had loaned my horse, bridle, and sa.ddle, the Sunday bef()1"e. 
He . .statedthe free-State men had taken him prisoner, and detained 
him four days, and, upon being released by the troops, he was told by 
Capt. Brown, the free~tate commander, that he would be killed, and 
would give no satisfaction about the horse. Hoping that the presence 
of the United States troops would intimidate them, and restore 
peace, we remained at our hom2s till the following Saturday in the 
afternoon, when a Mr. Young came to my house, after.being pursued 
the night before by six men on horses. We then, deeming it unsafe 
to remain, were invited by Capt. Wood, United States officer, to bring 
our families to his camp. We accepted; and upon our way to the 
cam.p, 1\1r. Thompson, who was with us, and a short distauce ahead; 
was suddenly seized and carried into the brush by two of the aboli
tionists' company, on horseback, and has never since been heard of. We 
proceeded on to Capt. Wood's camp, and informed him of the taking 
of Thompson, who replied he had not men enough to send and hunt 
for Thompson, and also to guard us and the prisoners, some seven or 
eight, in his charge. We next morning started for Missouri in 
company with the United States troops and two teamsters, who were 
going to Osawatomie, and travelled. some six miles with them. 

GEORGE T. WILLI.AMS. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, Thomas J. Goforth, an acting 
justice of the peace in and for the county of Jackson, and State of 
Missouri, this eleventh day of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-six. 

THOMAS J. GOJj"ORTH, [L. s.] 
Justice of the Pe0tC6. 
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~ 0' MJeaoUBI. ' l88 • 
Jackson ClYII/.IIJy, S • 
I, John R. Swearingen, clerk of the county court within and for the 

county aforesaid, -do hereby certify that Thomas J. Goforth, whose 
genuine signature appears to the above affidavit, now is, and was at 
the time of so doing, an acting justice of the peace within and for 
the county aforesaid, duly elected, commissioned, and qualified; and 
that full faith and credit is due, and ought to be given, to all his offi
cial acts as such, as well in courts of justice as thereout. . 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed . 
the seal of said court, at office, in the city of Independence, .. 

[L. B.] this thirteenth day of June, A. D. eighteen hundred and 
fifty-six. 

JOHN R. SWEARINGEN, Cle"k. 

, 
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