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Lieutenant McIntyre and myself on the left. The Indians were 
driven from the ground and scattered; about fifteen, who kept together, 
were pursued six or seven miles.. The frequent islands, ridges of 
timber, and dense undergrowth, rendered further pursuit impracti
cable. Ten Indians were left dead on the fields; eight or ten, who 
were badly wounded, effected their escape. Twenty-two horses and 
two mules were captured, fourteen saddles were destroyed, a number 
of shields, lances, bridles, buffalo robes, &c., were found. Our Indian 
guide (Standing Elk) estimated the number of Cheyennes at seventy 
or eighty. There were about fort.y-five men in all, and, from some 
articles of dress taken, there must have been women with the party: 
I lost no men, and not a wound was received. One man's horse fell, 
injured his rider slightly, ran off, and could not be recovered. I 
returned to this post yesterday at 2 p. m., with my horses in tolerable 
order. 

Before closing this report, I cannot speak in too high tertns of the 
gallant manner in which Lieutenants Wheaton and McIntyre led the 
charge, closely followed by the non-commissioned officers and men, 
whose praiseworthy conduct deserves special notice. Every man 
fought well and endeavored to do his best. I feel under obligation to 
Mr. Edward Dillor, residing at this post, for valuable assistance in 
the search and pursuit; also to Mr. Alexander Steward, who, with 
the released Sioux prisoner, Red Leaf, and Standing Elk, enabled me 
to keep the trail and come upon the Indians with so little delay. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. H. STEWART, 

(Japtain 18t (Javalry, Commanding Detachment. 
Captain H. W. WHARTON, 

6th Infantry, (Jommanding Fort Kearny. 

[Extract.] 

FORT KBARNY".N. T., 
September 8, 185'6. 

8m: * * * * ... * * 
I would likewise state that the Cheyenne Indians have been com-

mitting a series of depredations for some months past, the commence
ment of which I reported in June to the headquarters of the Sioux 
expedition. On the 24th ultimo they fired upon the mail party when 
within a few miles of this post, and wounded the cotid"ctar of it 
seriously in the arm. I immediately sent a mounted command in 
pursuit of them, and they fortunately overtook and punished them. 
On the 25th ultimo, a small train of four wagons, belonging to Mr. 
A. W. Babbitt, secretary ot" Utah, was attacked during the night, 
while encamped on the north side of the Platte, about thirty miles 
below this place, by a party of Cheyennes. 'l'hey killed two men and 
one child , wounded oneman, and, wha.t is most to be deplored, carried off 
a Mrs. Wilson, from St. Louis, mother of the child killed, and a pas-
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senger in the train. They also drove off Mr. Babbitt's mules and de
atroyed much of his property. Again, on the 30th ultimo, some of the 
same tribe rode up to a small party of emigrants, about eighty miles 
above this post. They fired npon them, killed one woman, wounded one 
man, and carried off a little boy, about four years old; they also 
drove off all their animals. These Indians are now openly hostile, 
and there is no possible safety in travelling through this country, 
except with a large and well-armed force; all small parties will doubt
less be sacrificed. There is a combination of the Cheyennes of the 
Arkansas with those of the Platte in this matter, and most certainly 
do they need summary punishment. They are emboldened by its 
delay. There is an urgent and immediate necessity for a large gar
rison on the Arkansas, near the old site of Fort Atkinson. The Che
yennes have been troublesome ever since the abandonment of that post. 
Besilies being the location of several bands of this tribe, it is likewise 
the congregating ground of the Arapahoes, Comanches, and several 
other troublesome tribes. It is likewise absolutely necessary that 
this post should be garrisoned by a mounted force; at least three com
panies of cavalry are needed here, with one company of infantry, for 
the protection of thelublic property. Had it not been for the cavalry 
company now here, should have been unable to punish the Indians 
for the recent attack upon the mail party. 

The islands where they secrete themselves are inaccessible with 
wagons, which is' the only way of transporting an infantry command 
in pursuit of them; as they are all well mounted, it would be worse 
than useless to attempt to overtake them on foot---it would be to them 
merely an exhibition of our desire to punish them without the ability 
to do so. If the mounted company now here and "I" company, sixth 
infantry be filled up with recruits, I shall then be able to give escorts 
and protection to the mail until such time as operations shall be com
menced against these Indians. I made a full and detailed report of 
the recent outrages to the commanding general of the department. 

• • • * * * * * 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. WHARTON, 

Colonel S. COOPER, 
Oaptain Sixth Infantry, Commanding. 

Adjutant General U. S. Army, WaBhington, D. O. 

P. S., September 9.-A discharged soldier from Fort Laramie came 
in last evening, and reports that he left there in company with some 
Mormons, who were returning to the States; that on the 6th instant, 
he was out hunting buffa.lo, a short distance from his camp, and on 
returning to it he found the Indians had killed two men, one woman, 
and a child, and carried off one woman; they also drove off all their 
animals, and set fire to the wagon. This man is the only one of the 
party that escaped. A small party is also reported to have been 
murdered on the" Little Blue." Depredations have for years been 
frequent in this last named vicinity; and as it is the grand rendezvous 
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for several tribes, a military post is much needed there; it would have 
a decided influence in checking these outrages. 

H. W. WHARTON, 
Captain 6th Infantry, Commanding. 

[Endonement. ] 

" WAR DEPARTMENT, 
" October 24, 1856. 

"The evils resulting from the hostility of the Cheyennes, as reported 
within, were anticipated by the department, and, in accordance with 
the recommendations of General Harney,'it was proposed to have 
sent out last spring the first regiment of cavalry, with a view to 
chastise these Indians for past offences, and otherwise to impress upon 
them the necessity of future good conduct. The demand for troops 
arising from the disturbed condition of the Territory of Kansas, 
deprived the department of the power to execute its plans in relation 
to the Cheyenne Indians; and it now only remains, in accordance 
with the long-entertained design, to make a campaign, as soon as it 
is practicable, against those Indians, that they may be reduced to sub
mission, and be compelled to release the captives held by them, 
restore the property taken, and deliver up the criminals by whom 
these offences were committed. 

"The commander of the deJ!artment will look to the needful arrange
ments for the execution of thls purpose. 

" JEFF'N DAVIS, 
"Secretary 0/ War." 

FORT KEARNY, N. T., 
September 27, 1856. 

Sm: Mr. A. W. Babbitt, secretary of Utah Territory, and owner 
of the train that was attacked by the Cheyennes, on the 25th ultimo, 
near this post, left here on the 2d instant, in a light carriage, accom
panied only by two men, for Salt Lake. He had with him an amount 
of public money, and valuable papers. I represented fully to him 
the great danger of travelling with so small a force, and urged upon 
him the absolute necessity of remaining a few days, when he would 
have the advantage of Captain Stewart's escort. He, however, dif
fered with me in opinion, thought my apprehensions groundless, aDd 
my sug~ested cautlon altogether unnecessary; and accordingly started 
with hls small party. The Salt Lab mail, which arrived here on 
Sunday last, left Laramie on the 17th iustaut, up to which date, Mr. 
Babbit had not arrived there, although he had more than ample time 
to do so. Yesterday a train came in from Green river, a point some 
distance beyond Laramie. Mr. Archambeau, the owner of it, in
forms me that about one hundred and twenty miles above this post, 
on the north side of the Platte, he found the place where the Indians 
came upon Mr. Babbitt, and killed him and all his party. They 
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buried his carriage, and either buried or carried off his trunk, which 
contained his money, papers, and clothing. Some of the papers were 
scattered about the prairie, near the spot. All of which were collected 
by Mr. Archambeau, and delivered to me. Among them were found 
some treasury drafts and valua.ble notes. The Indians took off all 
Mr. Babbitt's animals. 

* * * * * * * * 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. WHARTON, 
Oaptain 6th Infantry, Oommanding. 

Major G. DEAs, 
..4.. A. Gm., Headquarter8 Dept. of the West, Fort Leavenworlh. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST, 
Furl LeaventoOrth, September 15, 1856. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to enclose the reports received since my 
last commnnication, showing the state of affairs in this Territory. A 
large body of Missourians, variously estimated from 1,000 to 1,600 
men, assembled on the 13th, within the limits of the State of Missouri, 
and on that day entered this Territory, marching towards Lawrence, 
announcing their intention to attack it. Colonel Cooke's position 
near it prevented their near approach, and I hope, in conformity with 
the governor's proclamation, and his wish and order expressed dis
tinctly to them, they will retire. If they persist, the Kentucky and 
Illinois regiments will be called in, and much time will be lost, for 
their presence nails our force to a point where they and the opposing 
party can be observed and controlled. I cannot decide to pursue 
one, without leaving the other unchecked; and it will be more than a 
month before the other regiments of militia can be formed, equipped, 
and arrive. If the Missourians retire-and the character of many of 
them leads me to hope they will-it puts an end to all complication, 
and we can decide and act as may be necessary at once. I refer you 
to Major Emory for many details, and for information of all my plans. 

I received the secretary's telegraphic despatch of the 10th. I had 
fortunately anticipated, in my arrangements with Governor Geary, 
your directions, which are in a course of execution. 

If I receive the a.uthority asked for, I can mount all the men in, ten 
day~--, 

With high respect, your obedient servant, . 
PERSIFOR F. SMITH, 

Brevet Maiur General, Oommanding Department. 
Colonel SAMUEL CoOPER, 

Adjutant General of the Army. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, Septerriber 27, 1856. 
Authority has been given to cover all the wants which ha\'e been 

communicated in relation to arms aDd ammunition. The requisitions 
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were not only anticipated, but in BOme reapects exceeded. Ordera 
have been given for the purchase of horses, and enlisting recruits, &8 
recommended. The horses heretofore purchased under a previous au
thority, though intended for the mounted riflemen, may be assigned 
to the dragoon and cavalry regiments, if the wanta of the public ser
vice should require it. The authority given to make requisition on 
the governor of the Territory for such part of the militia &8 may be 
required in military operations was intended to avoid the delay which 
is represented as the consequence of drawing additional troops from 
Illinois and Kenwcky. 

JEFF'N DAVIS, 
S~ary 0/ War. 

CAJIP NEAR LBCOJQ'TOJI', September 9, 1856. 
8m: While in the Delaware country I made a trip with my company 

81 far as Stranger creek. I could find nor hear of any armed parties 
in that direction then. There is no doubt that quite a number of 
horses have beer;t taken from the Delawares, and that their lives and 
property have been threatened. 

The Indians are very much frightened. All the houses betw~ 
Sock·cock~see and Stranger creek are deserted, and from appearanC81, 
should think the Indians left in a hurry, as they have left their beds, 
tables, cha,ire, &c., all exposed. I stated in my last letter that three 
men had been reported ml,l.rdered near Singa-rock-sies. I could find 
but one. I had him interred. 

By instructions flom the lieutenant colonel commanding, I sent ontl 
man of my company as escort to a Mr. Southerland to Colonel Payne's 
camp on the Little Stranger. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. B. SACKET, 

LieutenlPtn.t Tuos. J. WRlGllT, 
.Adjutant 2d dragOOf&l. 

Oaptain 1st Oavalry. 

HBADQUARTBBB, CAMP NliAR LECOMPTON, 

8ept~ 13, 1856---t&ight. 
Sm: My last report was on the 10th instant. 
Next morning, the governor having arrived, I rode into town with 

the most of the officers and called on him. Yesterday morning he 
visited my camp while the troops were being exercised, and a salute 
was fired. 

On the 11th, about 100 men passed up by the outer road, two miles 
oft". They were spoken by a patrol-Lane's men well armed. 

At 1.45' o'clock thia morning, I received a letter from Governor 
Geary, asking me to Bend or go immediately to Lawrence, to prevent 
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bloodshed; enclosing me a report from an agent he had sent there, 
representing the town imminently threatened with attack from large 
forces. I marched at 2.20' with 400 men, leaving the guards and the 
dismounted dragoons. The governor joined me, and we reached Law
rence as the sun. rose. 

I marched right up to a small fort of rough dry wall, by which they 
have sought to secure a spur of bluff which commands the town .. The 
governor talked to the guard of thirty men who had slept there, and 
I descended the hill, and sent Colonel Johnston to form a line on a 
ridge swell of the low grounds favorable for all arms, and 400 yards 
from the town. I rode in with the governor and some of the staff. 
He conversed much, and with apparent effect, to the principal men. 
The town has some ridiculous attempts at defences, with the two main 
streets barricaded with earth-work, which I could ride over. The 
horses were watered at eight O'clock, marched by squadron through 
the town for that purpose, and at nine O'clock, the ~overnor having 
made a short speech, we rode off, :with three cheers for the governor, 
and three for myself, appareutly heartily given. 

They represented that a force of some 300 men, who had approached 
within three or four miles, had retired, or been made to retreat in the 
night, and there was no apparent apprehension of molestation. 

There were not above 200 or 300 men in the town; two cannons in 
the fort without were all that were visible; few of the people had arms 
in their hands. They were understood by the governor to pledge them
selves to stop aggressions and conform to the spirit; of the address and 
proclamation; and even to drive out some of the" Lane's men" whom 
they thought a nuisance. The governor had received in the night a 
rep'?rt from" General Heiskill," who was below with 800 or 1,000 
mllitia, whom he represented eager for action, and asked orders. 

Osawkee, ten miles north, was robbed two days ago; and even a 
receipt given Mr. Dyer for some arms taken. 

I had a corporal's party above yesterday and to-day, with a deputy 
marshal. He reports but few people in Topeka or Tecumseh, and 
nothing stirring, except a small party from Lawrence was a little 
ahead of him, and he was informed that Lane crossed with them above 
Topeka to the north side yesterd"y. 

I had determined to arrest him at all hazards, if to be found in Law
rence this morning, the governor concurring j but all we could learn 
there confirms the corporal's report. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 
P. ST. GEO. COOKE, 

Lieutenant Oolonel 2d DragoonB. 
Major F. J. PORTER, 

Assistant .Adjutant Genero}" Department West, 
Fort Leavenworth. 

CAMP NEAR LBOOJIPTON, 
September 10, 1856. 

8ra: On leaving camp on the morning of the 8th I proceeded to 
Lawrence. While there, in a conversation with Captain Walker, 
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one of the most prominent of the freasoil party, he informed me that 
he had always urged the necessity and jnstice of not interfering with 
those of either party who in acts were neutrals; and tha~ so far as 
he had control or influence he would protect all such in their rights 
and homes. Proceeding then to the settlements on the Wakarusa, 
I found that the numerous farm-houses were deserted, commencing 
from the suburbs of the town to a considerable distance up the Waka
rnsa, much higher up than my limited time permitted to go. After 
making a considerable detour I came again to the Lawrpnce road. 

From our camp, in a distance of seven miles on the Lawrence road, 
there have been some six or seven houses recently burnt, and a large 
nnmber on either side of the road are deserted. I understood that 
the same state of things existed above Lawrence on the river. I found 
qniet so far restored on this side of Kansas river that many were 
going out from the town to secure such household property as re
mained. These persons would return to Lawrence or leave the country. 

I have reason to believe that a body of one hundred and fifty free
soilers had crossed the river at Lawrence with a view, most probably, 
of sustaining their party on that side of the river. As regards the 
main object of my march, I have the honor to inform you that I neither 
met with nor heard of any marauding parties in the part of the route 
traversed by my command. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. J. NEWTON, 

Lieutenant T. J. WJUGIIT, 
Oaptain 2d DragoooB. 

Adjutant 2d DragOOfU, in camp. 

IIRADQUABTBRS, CAMP HEAR LECOMPTON, 
September 10, 1856. 

8m: On t.he 8th instant I sent Captain Newton, 2d dragoons, with 
his company, on a patrol. I enclose his report.. 

Yesterday morning Captain 8acket returned with his company 
from the Delaware nation. I enclose his report also. 

I received your communication of the 6th instant the night of the 
8th, by Lieutenant Stanley. Captain Sturgess, 1st cavalry, who did 
not cross the Kansas with his company, marched next morning, I un
derst.()od, to look after the Delawares. Their chief has prevented hi. 
young men from defending themselves, on the ground that a contest 
once begun they would not discriminate between whites, whether 
friendly or not. 

The promises by principal men of Lawrence to refrain from excesses, 
reported in my last, 7th instant, have not been well kept; possibly 
owing to excesses reported to the north and east of the Kansas. Some 
of them came to see me about the liberation of prisoners, (which had 
been promised them by the authorities, but who were beyond the 
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river.) I informed them of complaints just madc by persons reqnired 
to leave their claims, and tuld them that if these things went on, 
Congress having adjourned without taking part with them, they might 
expect to see 5,000 troops, or possibly militia from a State, sent into 
the Territory by the President. I thought, too, that he had not ex
hausted his powers, but might and would provide that armed bodies 
be disarmed and imprisoned for punishment, or shot down. I give 
this as an instance of my custom on proper occasion to make the almos~ 
h{'peless use of the moral influence or cool remonstrance and advice. 

Judge Lecompte has held his court without any trouble. I~ was 
not necessary even to send a party into town. 

The court has adjourned and I send an escort of a sergeant's parW 
with the judge to-morrow mornin~. The State prisoners have been 
bailed and released. I have none lD camp. I showed to some of thetq 
your letter of August 24, lrovided them with transportation by r~ 
turn train to Lawrence. small elcort, which they at first declined., 
went with them. . 

I am, very respectfully, your obedie-nt servant, 
P. ST. GEO. COOKE, 

Lieutenam Oolonel 2d DragOO'TUJ, Oommandi"':9. 
Major GEOl\GE DEAS, 

~8Bt • .Ad}t. General, Dept. West, For' Leavenworth. 

Inaugural ~ddre88 of John W. Geary, GOVerftor of KaMas Territory. 
Delivered at Lecompton, September 11, 1856. 

FBLLOw-CrnzENS: I appear among you a stranger to most of you, 
and for the first time have the honor to address you as governor of 
the Territory of Kansas. The position was not sought by me, but 
was voluntarily tendered by the present Chief Magistrate of the na
tion. All an American citizen, deeply conscious of the bleuings 
which ever flow from our beloved Union, I did not consider myself at 
liberty to shrink from any duties, however delicate and onerous, re
quired of me by my country. 

With a full knowledge of all the circumstances surrounding the 
executive office, I have deliberately accepted it, and, as God may give 
me strength and ability, I will endeavor faithfully to discharge its 
varied requirements. When I received my commission I was solemnly 
sworn to support the Constitution of the United States, and to die
charge my duties as governor of Kansas with fidelity. By reference 
to the act for the organization of this Territory, passed by Congres8 on 
the 30th day of March, 1854, I find my duties more particularly de
fined; among other things, I am "to take care that the laws be faith
fully executed." 

The ConstitutioIt of the United States and thc organic law of this 
Territory will be the lights by which I will be guided in my executive 
career. 

A careful and dispassionate examination of our organic act will 
satisfy any reasonable person that ita provisions are eminently just 
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and beneficia.l. If ihis act has ~en distorted to unworthy purposes, 
it ill not the fanlt of its provisions. The great leadin~ feature of that 
act is the right therein conferred upon the actual and bonafide inhab
itants of this Territory" in the exercise of self-government, to deter
mine for themselves what shall be their own domestic institutions, 
snbject only to the Constitution and the laws duly enacted by Con
gress nnder it." The people, accustomed to self-government in the . 
states from whence they came, and hal"ing removed to this Territory 
With the bona.fide intention of making it their future residence, were 
8npposed to be capable of creating their own municipal government, 
&rid to be the best judges of their own local necessities and institu
tions. This is what is termed "popular sovereignty." By this 
\>hrase we simply mean the right of the majority of the people of the 
Leveral States and Territories, being qualified electors, to regulate 
their own domestic concerns) and to make their own municipal lawa. 
'rhus understood, this d~ctrine llnderlies the whole system of repub
lican government. It is the great right of self-government, for which 
our ancestors, in the stormy days of the revolution, pledged" their 
lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor." 

A doctrine so eminently just should receive the willing homage of 
every American citizen. When legitimately expressed and duly ascer
tained, the will of the majority must be the imperative rule of civil 
action for every law-abiding citizen. This simple, just rule of action, 
has brought order out of chaos, and by a progress unparalleled in the 
history of the world has made a few feeble infant colonies a giant 
confederated republic. 

No man conversant with the state of affairs now in Kansaa can 
close his eyes to the fact that much civil disturbance has for a long 
time past existed in this Territory. Varioul!I reasons have been as
signed for this unfortunate condition of affairs, and numerous reme
dies have been proposed. ~ 

The House of Representatives of the United States have ignored 
\'he claims of both gentlemen claiming the legal right to represent 
the people of this Territory in that body. The Topeka. constitution, 
recognized by the House, has been repudiated by the Senate. Vari
ous measures, each in the opinion of its respective advocates suggest
ive of peace to Kansas, have been alternatell proposed and rejected. 
Ken outside of tke Territory, in various sections of the Union, influ
enced by reasons best known to themselves, have endeavored to stir 
up internal strife, and to array brother against brother. 

In this conflict of opinion, and for the promotion of the most un
worthy purposes, Kansas is left to suffer, her people to mourn, and 
her prosperity is endangered. 

Is there no remedy for these evils? Cannot the wounds of Kans&I 
be healed and peace be restored to all her borders? 

-Men of the north-men of the south-of the east and of the west, 
lia KaMas-you, and you alone, have the remedy in your own handa. 
Will you not suspend fratricidal strife? Will you not cease to regard 
~h other as enemies, and look upon one another aa the children of 
a coinmon mother., and come and reason together? 

Let us banish all outlide injluencu from our deliberations, and &8-

Digitized by Coog I e 



118 REPORT OJ' THE 

semble around onr council board with the Constitution of onr countJr 
and the organic law of this Territory as the great charts for our gm
dance and direction. The bona fide inhabitants of this Territory alone 
are charged with the solemn duty of enacting her laws, upholding 
her government, maintaining peace, and laying the foundatIon for a 
future commonwealth. 

On this point let there be a perfect unity of sentiment. It is the 
first great-step towards the at~inment of peace. It will inspire con
fidence amongst ourselves, and insure the respect of the whole coun
try. Let us show ourselves worthy and capable of self-government. 

Do not the inhabitants of this Territory better understand what 
domestic institutions are suited to their condition-what laws will be 
most conducive to their prosperity and happiness-than the citizens of 
distant, or even neighboring States? ThIS great right of regulating 
our own affairs and attending to our own business, without any in
terference from others, has been guarantied to us by the law which _ 
Congress has made for the organization of this Territory. This right 
of self-government-this privilege guarantied to us by the organio 
law of our Territory, I will uphold with all my might, and with the 
entire power committed to me. 

In relation to any changes of the laws of the Territory which I 
may deem desirablA I have no occasion now to speak; but these are 
lubjects to which I shall direct public attention at the proper time. 

The Territory of the United States is the common property of the 
leveral States, or of the people thereof. This being so, no obstacle 
should be interposed to the free settlement of this common property, 
while in a territorial condition. 

I cheerfully admit that the people of this Territory, under the 
organic act, have the absolute right of making their municipal laws, 
and from citizens who deem themselves aggrieved by recent legisl&
tion I would invoke the utmost forbearance, and point ont to them a 
lure and peaceable remedy. Tou have the right to ask the next legis
lature to revise auy and all laws ; and in the mean time, as you value 
the peace of the Territory, and the maintenance of future laws, I 
would earnestly ask you to refrain from all violations of the present 
statutes. 

I am sure that there is patriotism sufficient in the people of Kansas 
to lend a willing obedience to law. All the provisions of the Con
stitution of the United States must be sacredly observed; all the acts 
of Congress having reference to this Territory must be unhesitatingly 
obeyed, and the decisions of our courts respected. It will be my im
perative duty to see that these suggestions are carried into effect. In 
my official action here I will do justice at all hazards. Influenced by 
no other considerations than the welfare of the whole people of this 
Territory, I desire to know no party, no section, no north, no south, 
no east, no west; nothing but Kansas and my country. 

Fully conscious of my great responsibilities in the present condition 
of things in Kansas, I must invoke your aid and solicit your generous 
forbearance. Your executive officer can do little without tne aid of 
the people. With a firm reliance upon Divine Providence, to the 
'best of my abiHty, I shall promote the interests of the citizens of the 
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Territory, not merely collectively but individually; and I shall expect 
from them in return that cordial aid and support, without which the 
government of no State or Territory can be administered with benefi
cent eft'ect. 

Let us all begin anew. Let the past be buried in oblivion. Let 
all strife and bitterness cease. Let ns all honestly devote ourselves 
to the t·rue interests of Kansas; develope her rich agricultural and 
mineral resources, build up manufacturing enterprises, make public 
roads and highways, prepare amply for the education of our children, 
devote ourselves to all the arts of peace, and make our Territory the 
8anctuary of those cherished prinCIples which protect the inalienable 
rights of the individual and elevate States in their sovereign capacities. 
Then shall peaceful industry soon be restored; popUlation and wealth 
willllow upon us; "the desert will blossom as the rOBe," and the 
State of Kansas will soon be admitted into the Union, the peer and 
pride of her elder sisters. 

JOHN W. GEARY. 

PBOCLAlrlATION. 

Whereas, a lar~ number of volunteer militia have been called 
into the service of the Territory of Kansas, by authority of the late 
acting governor, for the maintenance of order, many of whom have 
been taken from their occupations or business, and deprived of their 
ordinary means of support and of their domestic enjoyments; and 

Whereas, the employment of militia is not authorized by my in
.tructions from the general government, except upon requisition of 
the commander of the military department in which Kansas is em
braced; and 

Whereas, an authorized regular force has been placed at my dis
posal, sufficient to enAure the execution of the laws that may be 
obstructed by combinations too powerful to be suppressed by the ordi
nary course of judicial proceedings; now 

Therefore, I, John W. Geary, governor of the Territory of Kan-
1&8, do issue this my proclamation, declaring that the services of such 
volunteer militia are no longer required, and hereby order that they 
be immediately discharged. The secretary and the adjutant general 
of the Territory will muster out of service each command at its place 
of rendezvous. 

Aud I command all bodies of men, combined, armed, and equipped 
with munitions of war, without authority of the government, instantly 
to disband or quit the Territory, as they will answer the contrary at 
their peril. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the 
seal of the Territory of Kansas. Done at Lecompton 

[L.8.] this 11th day of September, in the year of our Lord ODe 
thousand eight hundred and fifty· six. 

By the governor: 
DANIEL WOODSON, Secretary. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
GOOerMr 0/ Kan8a8. 
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PBOCL.UU.TION. 

Whereas, it is the true policy of every State or Territory to be 
preppr~ f?r an.y emergency that may arise from internal dissension 
or forelgn InvasIon: 

Wherefore, I, John W. Geary, governor of the Territory of Kan
sas, do issue this my Jlroclamation, ordering all free male citizens, 
qualified to bear arms, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five 
years, to enrol themselves, in accordance with the act to organize the 
militia of the Territory, that they may be completely organized by 
companies, regiments, brigades, or divisions, and hold themselves in 
readiness to be mustered, by my order, into the service of the United 
States, upon requisition of the commander of the military depart
ment in which Kansas is embraced, for the suppression of all combi
nations to resist the laws, and for the maintenance of public order 
and civil government. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto 8et my hand and the 8eal of 
the Territory of Kansa8. Done at Lecompton this eleventh 

[L. s.] day of September, in the year of our Lord one tho1l,sand 
eight hundred and fifty-six. 

By the governor: 
DANIEL WOODSON, Secretar'fl. 

JOHN. W GEARY, 
GovtJrMr. 

In accordance with the foregoing proclamation, the commanding 
officers will take notice, and in compliance therewith report their 
enrollments and organization to me at my office at Tecumseh, on or 
before the first day of October next. 

By order of the governor. 

LECOMPTON, Stptember 11, 1856. 

H. J. STRICKLER, 
.Ll.djutant General. 

HJUDQUABT1m8, DBPABTJrONT oll' THB WIST, 
FfYrl Leavenwortlt, September 17, 1856. 

CoLOmu.: I take advantage of the opportunity of a me8senger from 
Governor Geary to Washington to send you copies of Colonel Cooke'8 
and Captain T. J. Wood'8 reports, which will sufficiently explain 
themselves. The operation8 of Captain Wood were very well con
ducted, a8 the result shows. 

The effect of Colonel Cooke'8 presence with his force, though so 
much less than those aroond him, had no doubt its proper inllueoce. 

The ~ood sense and respect for law .hich has been evinced by the 
companIes from Missouri has made the prompt and energetic action of 
Governor Geary entirely successful, and the road is now clear for our 
operations, (already begun,) without waiting for or requiring the 
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pre&ence of otber troops. I WlIont now only the borses, recruits, and 
artillery first asked for. They will, if authorized, arrive about the 
time they will be most needed; for I shall not wait for them to begin, 
tbough they will be bere tofiniah. As Mr. Adams (Governor Ges.ry's 
messenger) expects to leave every minute, I will close this package; 
but if he be delayed waiting for a bOAt, I will write more fully. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 
PEBSIFOR F. SMITH, 

BretJet Major GetleI'al OommafUlilAg. 
Colonel S. OooPD, 

.Adjutant General 0/ the .Army. 

[F.Ddonem6nt.] 

October 3, 1856. 
Read witb satisfaction, as furnisbing better prospects for the resto

ration of peace and good order in Kan8l.8. The conduct of Captain 
Wood is very commendable. ' 

JEFF'N DAVIS, 
Secretary tJj' Wbr. 

1IuDQl1,ARTEBS, 
Oampnear~, K. T., 8~er 16, 1858. 

MAJOR: Tbe afternoon of tbe 14th instant I received a report from 
Governor Geary tbat great outrages were being committed by md
rauders at or in the vicinity of Osawkee beyond the Kansas, and 
making requisition for a military force to accompany the deputy mar
shal. I sent Captain T. J. Wood, commanding a squadron lst caV
alry. (A copy of inlitructioDs enclosed.) 

At sundown same o.$y I received a pressing call from the governor 
to march with my whole force to Lawrence to prevent an impending 
"collision." Being very uuwell, hent Colonel Johnston immediately 
with the light battery, 4th artillery, squadron 2d dragoons, and his 
five companies 1st cavalry, then present. Very early yesterday I 
waited on the governor, and rode with him down to Lawrence, arriv
ing at 10 o'clock. I found my force distributed in strong positions 
near the town; beyond, about two miles on the Fra.nklin road, the 
adnnce of a large for.1e was to be seen, banners :flying. After a mo
mentary communication with Colonel Johnston, I pushed on with the 
governor to meet it. It was a monnted company uniformed and well 
armed, which at a word accompanied our carriage as a guard of honor 
to tbe main body in Franklin. Here about twenty-five hnndred men, 
armed and organized, were drawn Uj' horse and foot, and a strong six
pounder battery. The generals an principal officers were collected in 
a large room, and very ably and effectively addressed by Governor 
Geary. Eloqnent epeeches were made by General Atchison and Gen
eral Reed, and calculate,l to produce submission to the legal demands 
made upon them. Some other in:fiammatory addresses were also made; 
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10 that 1 felt caned upou to say some words myself, appealing to these 
militia officers as au old resident of Kansas and friend to the Mis
sourians to submit to the patriotic demand that they should retire, 
Msuring them of my perfect confidence in the inflexible justice of the 
governor, and that it would become my painful duty to sustain him at 
the cannon's mouth. Authority prevailed, and the militia honorably 
submitted to march oft'to be disbanded at their place of rendezvous. 

I returned then to the town of Lawrence, which was in great ex
citement, a.nd the governor spoke to the principal men, and thence 
to the bivouac of the troops, who slept under arms after two night 
marches with scant provision. 

Ca.ptain Wood had reached the river at Lecompton on his return, 
as I left yesterday morning with prisoners. Leaving there this morn
ing at sunrise Colonel Johnston to send out strong patrols, and to 
return to camp this afternoon if possible, I hastened back with the 
governor, following on the traces of Colonel Clarkson's regiment, who 
were marching by the Lecompton crossing, eft. route to Leavenworth. 
We found little appearance of any depredation, but a man had been 
shot down for refuslDg to deliver a horse. We stopped a few momenta 
for Judge Cato to take the affidavit of the man, mortally wounc1ed, I 
fear. 

I found Captain Wood in camp with one hundred and one men, 
prisoners, horses, arms, property, &c., including a_piece of artiUery, 
said to belong to the State of Missouri. (Captain Wood's report en
closed.) I then addressed a letter to the governor, (copy enclosed,) 
calling on him to take charge, by the proper civil officer, of these 
prisoners. Lieut. Col. Johnston returned at 4 p. m., and reports 
that the maiD body of militia, or Missourians, having passed the 
Wakarusa six miles beyond Lawrence yesterday evening, were no
where to be seen by the patrols this morning on the othereide at that 
or another point above. 

Judge Lecompte arrived this afternoon, with escort j he will proba
bly hold an "adjournt'd court." Night. I have received the de
spatches of the 15th and 16th. . 

A reinforcement of as many infantry as can be spared is now to all 
appearances important. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE, 

Lieut. 001,. 2d DragOO'lUJ, Oommanding. 
Major F. J. PORTER, 

.A • .A. Gen., Dept. of the West, Fort Leavenworth, K. T. 

P. S.-I should have mentioned that Colonel Johnston, as author
ized, left Major Sedgwick with a squadron to come to-morrow morn
ing. Captain Wood's report is just received. He deserves great 
credit for the energy, management, and success with which he con
ducted his e,.erprise. 

P. ST. G. COOKE, 
Lieut. 001,. 2d DragooM. 
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lIBADQUARTEBS, CAMP NEAR LBCOKPTON, 
September 16, 1856. 

DEAR SIR: Captain T. J . Wood, 1st cavalry, commanding a squad
ron, was sent out on the 14th instant with the deputy marshal, to 
give the military aid for which, on the same date, you had made for
mal requisition. 

Having just returned to camp from'important duties near Lawrence, 
I find that they have brought mto.ca.mp as prisoners 101 men. -

I find in my instructions from General Smith, August 19, that 
"the governor of the Territory should, if possible, take means to keep 
the prisoners arrested under his authority, and such as may hereafter 
be taken. Their custody embarrasses the troops and diminishes their 
efficiency. " ',rhis now proves so true that I am forced to ask that the 
proper civil officer shall take them into his keeping. I should be able, 
on requisition, founded on necessity, to afford marshal and sheriff, 
temporarily, some aid, supposing that the place of their keeping will 
not be further than Lecompton, 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 
P. ST. G. COOKE, 

His Excellency Col. J. W. GEARY, 
GotJernm 0/ Ka1Ulaa. 

Lieut. Ool. 2d DragOO'l&8. 

lIBADQUARTEBS, CAMP NBAR L~OHP'lON, 
September 14, 1856. 

Sm: Requisition having been duly made on me by the executive for 
lid in the arrest of certain criminals, against whom writs will be 
placed into the hands of the deputy marsha.l, and to protect -tbe set
tlement8 of peaceable citizens north of the Kansas from robbery and 
outrage, you will proceed with your 8quadron to Osawkee and Hickory 
Point (or" Hardtville") to give such legal aid and protection. I 
expect it will require two or three days before your return to this 
camp. You will not remain longer without reporting by expre88 the 
necessity of the case. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Captain T. J . WOOD, 
1st Oavalry, Present. 

P. ST. G. COOKE, 
.Lieut. Ool. 2d DragOO1Ul. 

IN CAMP, NEAR LECOMPTON, 
September 16, 1856. 

8m: In pursuance with your instructions, dated 14th instant, and 
handed me at 12 m., te proceed with my squadron (companies" C and 
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H" 1st cavalry) to Osawkee and Hickory Point (or" Hardtville,") 
to aid in the arrest of certain criminals against whom writs were in 
the hands of the d"puty marshal, and to protect the settlements of 
peaceable citizens north of the Kansas river from robbery and outrage, 
I marched with my squadron at 1 o'clock p. m. of that day. 

I learned at the ferry at Lecompton that a large band of armed 
marauders, commanded by a person named Harvey, and who is re
ported to hold the rank of colonel among the organized disturbers of 
the peace of the Territory, had marched from Lawrence the previous 
night for the purpose of attacking some settlement or settlements in 
the district in which I had been ordered to afford protection. 

Finding I would be detained some hours in crossing the Kansas 
river, owing to the very limited ferry arrangements, I desired Mr. 
Dyer and Dr. Tebbs, who were named in my instrnctions as guides 
to my command, to send forward a person to Osawkee and Hickory 
Point each, with a view to determining the position of Harvey's band, 
wh;ch request was compljed with. . 

After getting my command across the Kansas, I proceeded to the 
Leavenworth crossing of the Grasshopper, where I halted to await 
the return of the messengers sent out to gain information. I took 
advantage of the halt to graze the horses two or three hours, and atlow 
the men to get their suppers. About nightfall the messenger who had. 
been despatched to Osawkee returned, and reported that he had been 
fired on by four men, and driven back. 

About an hour later the messenger who had been sent to Hickory 
Point returned, and reported that Harvey's party had attacked Hick
ory Point at 11 o'clock in the forenoon, and were probably still some
where in that vicinity, as the attack, from all the information he had. 
obtained, had been made by a force of some three hundred and fifty 
men, provided with artillery and baggage wagons. 

At 9 o'clock I moved towards Hickory Point, marching very rap
idly. 

About 11} o'clock I met an armed party, numbering about twenty
five men, on the road leading from Hickory Point to Lawrence. I 
halted them, and asked who they were, whither they had been, and 
whither they were going. 

To these questions they replied that ther were "a part of Colonel. 
Harvey's command; that they were returmng to Lawrence from Hick
ory Point, and,that they had been engaged in the attack that day on 
the latter place." 

They were well armed with muskets and Sharpe's carbines} and had 
with them three wagons, in one of which there was a man who had 
been wounded in the attack. 

The deputy marshal arrested them in the name of the United States, 
and required them to lay down their arms, which requirements I en- . 
forced. . 

After the party had been disarmed, a person who gave his name u 
Le9-bler, arid who represented himself as a physician, and that h. 
haa accompanied garvey's party in the capacity of surgeon" informed 
me thitt lie was returning to Lawrence a8 the medical attendant ot 
the wounded man, and requested to be permitted to go on. He wu 
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allowed to do so, and two men were permitted to accompany him to 
aid in taking care of the wounded man. 

Taking the arrested men and two of their wagons with me, I pro
ceeded in the direction of Hickory Point, as they had informed me 
after the arrest that Harvey was encamped on the road two miles from 
where the first arrests were made. 

After marching some half mile I met two other men, who acknow
ledged themselves to be of Harvey's band, and to have been engaged 
in the attack on Hickory Point. The deputy marshal arrested them. 

About a half a mile from Harvey's camp I detached two parties, 
one to approach the camp on the right 1iank and rear, the other on the. 
left flank and rear, while I moved with the ~reatest portion of my 
sqnadron on the front of the camp. Bya rapId movement the three 
parties concentrated on the camp before there was time to make any 
preparation for resistance or ~ escape. I immediately rode into tho 
camp, accompanied by the marshal. . 

The men in camp acknowledged themselves to belong to Harvey'. 
party, and that they had been engaged in the attack on Hickory 
Point, which fact was well attested by the presence of several wounded 
men in the camp; aad furthermore, they acknowledged that they had 
marched from Lawrence the previous night to make the attack. 

The marshal arrested all of them in the name of the United States, 
and required them to lay down their arms, which I enforced. 

They laid down their arms with considerable hesitation, and 'Would 
perhaps have not done so at all, but that they found themselves en
tirely surrounded by a force sufficient to enforce the marshal's orders. 

A person who gave his name as Bickerton, and who represented 
himself to be in immediate command of the co.mp, reported that Har
TeY was sleeping in a log cabin a little distance oft' ; a party was de
spatched to examine the nouse, but no Gne was found. 

The marauders were well armed with muskets, and Sharpe's car
bines, hunting rifles, revolving pistols, bowie knive~, &c, and hacl 
one piece of artillery, a 4-pounder. 

In order that no charge could be made 'by the persons arre.ted, 
that their property had been sacrificed by hurrying them oft', ample 
time was given them to collect all their horses and wagons, and to, 
prepare them for the march. 

Having so many prisoners in custodl:' amounting to a hundred and 
one, I considered it proper to return hIther as soon as ~os8ible,· and 
consequently commenced the return march at 2 o'clock 10 the morn
ing of the 15th. 

I reached this camp at 10 o'clock a. m., having been absent twenty
one hours, nineteen of which my command had been in the saqdle, 
and had marched thirty-six miles, including two crossings of the Kan
sas river. 

From all I could learn, Harvey's command was about 200 strong 
when it marched from Lawrence; the other 150 men of the attacking 
party came, from the best information 1 could get, from Topeka. 

I would have proceeded to look after this portion of the marauders 
but for the trammelled condition of my command, charged with the 
custody of so many persons. 
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I brought into camp 47 Sharpe's carbines, 38 muskets, 6 hunting 
rifles, 2 shot guns, ~o revolving pistols, 14 bowie knives, 4 swords, 
and one piece of artillery, with a large supply of ammunition for all 
arms. 

I also brought in twenty-seven horses in addition to the harness 
horses. 

Doubtless many arms were thrown away by the marauders, as some 
of those brought in were picked up in the grass by men. The 2d 
captain of my squadron, Newby, and the 2d lieutenant of my com
pany, Church, were very acti7e and useful in carrying out the dispo
sitions I deemed it proper to make, to enforce the marshal's arrelts. 

The men of both companies behaved excellently, obeying all orders 
promptly but quietly, without noise, disorder or confusion, and ab
staining from all violence, when the reverse might so readily ha1le 
happened.in the hurry of rapid movements at night. 

I had with me 46 enlisted men of company "C" and 36 of com
pany"H." 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS J. WOOD, 

Captain 1st Cavalry, commanding 2d lquadrO'A. 
Lieut. Col. P. ST. GEORGE COOKE, 

. 2d DragOOOlJ, Commanding, w. 

HEADQUARTBRS, DEPARTMENT OF THE WFBr, 
Fort Leavenworth, October 14, 1856. 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to enclose, for the information of the 
Secretary of War, various communications in relation to the affairs of 
this Territory, which give the history of what has happened since my 
last advices to you. 

Another armed party, brought to the limits of the Territory by 
Lane, has entered. They represented themselves as coming with 
objects entirely peaceful, and on these representations some of them 
were encouraged by the governor to enter; but, upon examination, it 
was found their relJresentations were false. They had no implement.s 
of agriculture or other industry, and were provided with a full supply 
of arms, ammunition, drum, and other implements of war. Colonel 
Cooke, upon the requisition of the deputy marshal, very properly 
aided him in arresting them, and will have them conducted to the seat 
of government to be examined by the judicial authority. * * * 

No disturbance took place any where in the Territory at the late 
election. 

It is announced that the" State party" intend to order an election 
8hortly, at which a member of Congress, &c., are to be chosen. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 
PERSIFOR F. SMITH, 

Colonel S. COOPER, 
Brevet Madar General, CClTTI/manding Dep't. 

~djutant General of 1M ~""1I. 
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[EndonJement. ] 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
November 8, 1856. 

Read. The discrimination and good judgment displayed by Lieut. 
Colonel Cooke receives unqualified commendation. Embarrassed as 
he naturally was by the seeming conflict between the letter of the 
governor addressed to him on the 28th September and the circular 
letter of September 30, the course which Lieut. Colonel Cooke pursued 
manifests that energy and great discrimination which, under the cir
cumstances, could alone have prevented a secret armed invasion, and 
further disturbances to the peace and good order of Kansas. 

JEFF'N DAVIS, 
Secretary 0/ War. 

[No.1.] HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE WFBr, 
Fort Leave:n.UJOTth, September 22, 1856. 

SIR: I return the requisitions signed by John Donaldson, captain, 
and Colonel Titus, commanding, for provisions and clothing, and 
th08e for forty volunteer cavalry. 

No corps le88 than a company can be mustered into service, as the 
company is the smallest body organized. Each company has one 
captain, one first lieutenant, and one second lieutenant. If you take 
a fraction of a company of men, how will the proportion as to a cap
tain be determined? You cannot divide an officer, and a captain or 
lieutenant cannot be received unless with a company, of which they 
are component parts. 

When a company is mustered into service, it comes immediately 
under the command of the officer commanding the troops of the army 
or militia, &8 the case may be, in the service of the United States; and 
all requisitions are made, not on the commander of the department, 
but on the proper officer of the staff, and must be passed through and 
approved by the commanding officer of the troops, who, in this case, 
is Lieut. Colonel Cooke. 

Colonel Cooke has instructions to dispose of the troops under his 
command according to your wishes and in conformity with the law, 
and will, accordingly, furnish detachments for any particular purpose 
you may think nec~ssary for the public service; but all the returns, 
requisitions, reports, &c., required by orders or regulations, must be 
made through him. His quartermaster, commissary, and other staif' 
officers, will furnish all the camp and garrison equipage and supplies 
ef ammunition, provisions, &c., that may be needed. 

As to the forty mounted men, they cannot be mustered into servioe 
unless their number be increased to a full company. 

All these are subjects regulated by positive law, "hich leaves DO 
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one any discretion, the law must be exactly complied with or the 
whole proceeding is illegal and void. 

With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
PERSIFOR F. SMITH, 

Brevet MaJor General, Oommanding Dep'l. 
His Excellency J 0lQl' W. GEARY, 

GO'fJemof' of t~ Territory of Kauw. 

[No.2.] lIEADQUARTEBS, DEPARTMENT OJ!' mE WES't, 
Fort Leavm.worth, September 26, 1856. 

CoLONEL : Your letter of the 24th instant, with its enclosure, Wall 
received this morning. 

You were right in suspending the execution of Special Order No. 
134 until information and circumstances render the movement neces
sary. 

In order that the commandin~ general may act entirely in concert 
with the governor of the TerrItory, and that no misunderstanding 
may arise betwe~n YOll and him, he directs, lest you have not so under
stood your instructions, that you will conform your movements and 
those of the troops to the wishes of the governor. 

In regard to supplies, &c., for the militia infantry.under your com
mand, the followmg extract from the general's letter are furnished. 
for your guidance: "All the returns, requisitions, reports, &0., re
quired by orders or regulations, must be made through him, (you.) 
His (your) quartermaster, commissary, and other staff officers will fur
nish all the camp and garrison equipage, and supplies of ammunition, 
provisions, &c., that may be needed." 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
F. J. PORTER, 

Lieut. Col. P. ST. GBORGE CoOKE, 
~sMaftt ~q;utaftt General. 

Or»nmanding U. S. trOOp8 in camp near Lecompton, K. T. 

[No.3.] H1w>QUAR~, DEPAItnmN'l OJ!' THE WJIBf, 
Fort Leavtmw(n"th, Septem:ber 29, 1856. 

CoLONEL : Your despatch of the 27th instant is received, and in 
reply to your inquiries I have to give you the following inst.ructions 
fr01l1 the commanding general: 

You will continue to report to Colonel Cooke, receiying from him 
such instructions as may from time to time be given, and keeping 
him, as well as the general, constantly informed of all matters of 
importance connected with your expedition. . 

The length of time you will remain upon the frontier depends upon 
circumstances. Instead of your command returning immediately, 
reports just received, if true, indicate the necessity of prolonging ita 
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8tay and of increasing its strength. It is very desirable, whatever 
the time employed, that your expedition may be attended with success, 
and that all organized armed parties may be secured and disarmed; 
for which purpose, and to carry out your other instructions", if you 
find it necessary to pass the boundary of the adjacent Territory, that 
bounda.ry must not be regarded as an obstacle. The Territory is 
under the authority of the federal government, and forms no part ot 
an independent State. . 

Arrangements are made for }!rovisioning your command from this 
post, so that, should you find It probable your journey will be pro
longed, a .timely notice of the supplies needed, and of their place of 
destination, will insure their arrival. . 

I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. J. PORTER, 

.ABllistanl .Adjutant GeaeraZ. 
Lieut. Col. J. E. JOBN8'l'Olf, 

Oommanding U: S. Troops 
en route to northem/rontier 0/ KaMal. 

[No.4.] IlEADQllARTEBS DEPARTlIENT OJ' THE WFBt, 
Fort LeatJenworth, September 28, 1856. 

GoVERNOR: The enclosed letter from W. P. Richardson reached me 
last night; its envelope was addressed to me, or "the Governor." 

I am not acquainted with the persons from whom the information ot 
Lane's movements is derived, and do not know what faith is due to 
it. When the four companies of cavalry under Lieut. Col. Johnston 
were ordered, a few days ago, to the northern frontier of the Territory, 
all the troops that could be spared from this post were sent down to 
Lecompton, so that all the disposable force is now there, and at Jour 
disposition. If you think the information sent is even probable, it 
it seeJllS to me proper to employ every means to capture Lane. The 
acts he has been guilty of here point out his intentions now, and, 
connected with his armament of cannon, show those intentions to be 
in continuation of his former illegal and insurrectionary acts. 

With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
PERSIFOR F. SMITH, 

Bre/Jet Majur General, Oommanding Department. 
His Excellency J OD W. GBARY, 

Gove'l"llHl' 0/ the Territ<Yry 0/ KaMal. 

P. S.-Sincewriting the foregoing, I have received from Lieutenant 
Colonel John.ton his rep'ort of "his departure towards Nebraska City. 
Please send to Colonel Johnston, through Colonel Cooke, and to me 
all the information necessary. to direct Colonel Johnston's movements ; 
and I beg you will supply him with guides, &c., whom the quarter
maater will pay. 

With the high.est respect, your obedient servant, 
PERSIFOR F. SMITH, 

Brewl Jlqjur Gerr.eral, Oommanding Department. 
Vol. ii--9 
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[No.5.] ExBCtJTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, K. T., October 4, 1856. 

DEAR SIR: As there is great reason to believe that diflturbances 
will take place at the election on Monday next, the 6th instant, at the 
town of Leavenworth, unless precautionary measures are taken to pre
Tent the same, and as it is of the highest importance to endeavor by 
ever1 possible mean! to preserve the public peace at every point, and 
especially on that occasion, I request that you station in Leavenworth 
City a sufficient force of United States troops to guard the polls and 
prevent the commission of outrages. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. GEARY, 

Govertwr 0/ KafIJJaIl Territory. 
Major General P. JiI. SMITH, 

Oommanding U. 8. Forces, DeparlfMAt o/tke West. 

• OCTOBER 6, 1856. . 
SIR: I apprehend no difficulty here to-day. The election is going 

off quietly. I do not think I will need any military assistance to 
carry out the law. ~hould there be an outbreak I shall certainly call 
upon you for assistance at the fort. 

Very truly yours, 
GREEN D. TODD. 

Captain STURGIS. 

[No.6.] 

By H. D. McMACKIN, 
Deputy Sheriff. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WFSr, 
Fort Leavenworth, October 5, 1856. 

CoLONEL: Your letter, with its four enclosures, was received to-day. 
This is the first communication received from you since you left 

Lecompton, and the first official notification of Colonel Johnston's 
position since he left Indianola. The latter fact has been a matter ot 
surprise to the commanding general, as non-commissioned officers and 
other persons have been aent from his camp to this station. 

It is very desirable that you should be frequently heard from, and 
therefore every opportunity should be taken advantage of by you and 
by parties detached from your command to communicate progress, 
the position of the camp, the number, strength and character of the 
parties met with, &c., &c. . 

The General directs you not to trust to the appearance and profes
sions of parties claiming to be peacable bona fide emigrants, but, by 
the use of spies and other means which may be at your disposal, to 
procure all possible information of their character and intentions, and 
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by a careful examination, to insure YOUl'self that they form no part of 
organized armed bodies or of Lane's men. Should they enter the 
Territory with cannon, or form any portion of Lane's command, you 
will not believe th~ir professions, but take them prisoners and disarm 
them. 

Your command will probably be needed on the frontier for some time 
yet, so that the General directs that in sending to Lecompton any por
tion of your command, y(lU will he guided only by the requisitions of 
the governor, or by further orders. Supplies will be forwarded to you 
to-morrow, and hereafter you are desired to give notice of your wants 
in time to be supplied at the proper period. Your quartermaster has 
instructions from the quartermaster here with regard to purchases, 
&c., &c. 

I enclose a copy of a communication to Lieutenant Colonel John
ston, in case it has not reached him. 

I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. J. PORTER, 

.A88iBtant .Adjutant General. 
Lieutenant Colonel P. ST. G. CooKS, 

Oommanding U. 8. ~oop8, Ka'll.8atJ. 

[No.1.] HBADQUARTEBS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON, 
Septemher 21, 1856-night. 

MAJOR: The battalion of sixth infantry arrived on the 25th. That 
afternoon I weut to town, at the request of the governor, to consult on 
"bnsiness of the utmost importance." I found he had information, 
to which he gave full credit, that a Mr. Redpath was approaching 
Topeka from the north with 200 men, and it was considered advisable 
to send Lieutenant Colonel Johnston, with four companies of first cav
alry, to carry out special department orders No. 184. I was also re
quested to send a company of infantry to J.Jawrence, with one object,...... 
to protect the returning inhabitants of Franklin. 

Accordingly, Colonel Johnston marched yesterday morning, by way 
at Topeka; expressing some doubt and discontent as to his right or 
power of executing the special order, under the circumstances some
what changed, I enclose a copy of my order. The governor had 
auggested that a force should for some time be stationed at Topeka. 

1 also enclose a copy of my instructions to Brevet Major Woods, 
6th infantry, who marched yesterday to Lawrence. After Colonel 
Johnston had gone a few minutes, a deputy marshal came with a 
written requisition of the governor, asking that 150 cavalry should be 
sent to carry out the object, expressed somewhat differently, but per
haps substantially the same as the special order. I sent it off to 
Colonel Johnston with the marshal, who was to accompany him. 

The governor told me yesterday afternoon that the prospect of re
turning order was greatly brightening; all will depend upon the 
power of keeping back the northern invasion. 1 have received this 
afternoon a letter from the governor, communicating information, 
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which he considers important, of the approach of large numbers-
1,000 men. I shall consult with him to-morrow, and propose more 
decided or stronger precautionary measures, if reports receive con
firmation. 

The first militia company is not yet reported entirely complete. 
A sergeant's party returned last night from the north of the river 

with a deputy marshal, having made eight arrests. 
Captain &cket arrived with his company this afternoon. 

Vel:Y respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE, 

.Lictctenant Oolonel Second DragOOM. 
:Major F. J. PORTER, 

..&8i8tant .Adjutant General, Department of tM Weat, 
Fort Leolven,worth. 

[ORDBR8 No. 11.] HBADQUAB'l'BRS, C.un> NEAR LBCOKPTON, 
September 26, 1856. 

Lieutenant Calonel Johnston, 1st cavalry, will march to-morrow 
morning, at 8 o'clock, in command of four companies of his regiment, 
to carry out special orders No. 134, from headquarters department ot 
the west, dated September 22, 1856. He will take the route by To
peka, where he will return and make report to these headquartera 
after the performance of the prescribed duties. 

By order of Lieutenant Colonel Cooke: 
T. J. WRIGHT, 

Lieutenant Second Dragoons, and .A.djutattl. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Oamp near Lecompton, K. T., September 26, 1856. 

8m: The commanding officer directs that you detail a com:pany to 
be detached this morning, to march and take post in the vicmity of 
Lawrence. The officer in command will be instructed to select thi. 
camp ground with the double view of repressing the ingress or egress 
from Lawrence of armed bodies of men, and of affording protection 
to the inhabitants about to return to the villa.ge of Franklin ,about 
three and a half miles below Lawrence. To accomplish this lut 
object, he will, if he finds it absolutely necessary, station in Franklin 
a small detachment. 
. The commanding officer of the company will forward a field return 
for the 30th instant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. J. WRIGHT, 

~ 2d DragOOltB, GAd .A.c1jvtaN. 
Lieut. Col. GEORGB AlmBBWB, 

Oommand.tag BaUalioA 6'" k(antrv. 
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[No.8.] HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OJ!' TBB WJ18l, 
Fort LeQ/venWMtk, October 8, 1856. 

CoLONEL: Your letter of the 'lth instant was received this morning 
and presented to the commanding general. He directs me to say to 
you that the "fort" referred to should be destroyed, and that 
all parties engaged in fortifyin~ themselves should be arrested. All 
persons who are inclined to maIDtain the laws and organized govern
ment will be protected by the laws and government they respect, and 
require no such accessories. C'"onsidering the fact thrA parties have 
been formed to resist the constituted auth6rities and laws of the 
land, such acts as the erection of forts,· &c., only furnish prima facie 
evidence of a league with that class, and come within the denunciation 
Of the President's proclamation, and are proper subjeets upon which to 
employ the military force. 

As provisions and forage were forwarded to you on your requisition 
of the 3d instant, no supplies have been sent to Lecompton to fill 
your requisition this time. You will, however, find sufficient there 
to meet your wants till the return of the messenger, by whom be 
pleased to send your requisition. 

I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. J. PORTER, 

Lieut. Col. P. ST. G. CoOKB, 
.AuUtaRt .Adjutant GeMf'Ol. 

Oom:mo/n,ding United States Troops, Ka'fUJ48. 

[No.9.] HBADQUABTBRS DEPABTKBNT OJ!' T1IB WJ18l, 
Fort Lea'VentDO'l'tk, October 8, 1856. 

CoLONEL: Your letter of the 'lth instant was received this morning 
and presented to the commanding general. He directs me to say to 
you that the " fort" referred to should be destroyed, and th&t all 
parties engaged in fortifying themselves should be arrested. All 
persons who are inclined to maintain the laws and organized govern- . 
ment will be protected by the laws and government they respect, and 
require no such accessories. Considering the fact that parties have 
been formed to resist the constituted authorities and laws of the 
land, such acts as the erection of fOl'ts, &e., only furnish p"ima facie 
evidence of & league with that class, and come within the denunciation 
of the President's proclamation, and are proper subjects upon which te 
employ the military force. 

As provisions and forage were forwarded to you on your requisition 
of the 3d instant, no supplies have been sent to Lecompton to fill 
your requisition this time. You will, however, find sufficient there to 
meet your wants till the return of the messenger, by whom be pleased 
to send your requisition. 

I am, Colonel, very respectfully , your obedient servant. 
IF. J. PORTER, 

Lieut. Col. P. ST. G. COOKE, 
.A,Mant .Adjutant General. 

Oommanding United States Proopa, KanBOJJ. 
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[No. 10.] HEADQuARTBR8 DEPARTMENT OF THE WF13'l, 
Fort Leavenworth, October 10, 1856. 

CoLONEL: Your two communications of the 8th instant are received. 
The commanding general instructs me to say you are at liberty to 

pursue your route to Lecompton; but he wishes the fort and its de
fences destroyed; and those engaged in erecting them taken prisoners. 
On these poinf1l the views of the general are expressed in my letter ot 
the 8th instant; and he wishes Colonel Johnston made aware of them. 

I have nothing of importance to communicate. There are rumor. 
at Lawrence of troubles at the south. . 

I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. J. PORTER, ..4. • .A. O. 

Lieutenant Colonel P. ST. G. COOKE, 
Oommanding Troops in the Field. 

[No. 11.] HEADQUARTERS., CAMP NBAR LECOKPTON, 
September 20, 1856-nigAt. 

MAJOR: Your despatches of the 18th and 19th instant are received. 
At noon the 17th I received a requisition from the governor for 

" 200" dragoons to accompany him and the United States marshal to 
make arrests in Topeka. I was quite unwell, and sent Lieutenani 
Colonel Johnston with two squadrons-1st cavalry and one of the 2d 
dragoons-Cone squadron 1st cavalry, under Major Sedgwick, having 
just returned from Lawrence, leaving everything quiet.) This com
mand encountered a very severe storm of rain and wind, and reached 
Topeka the morning of the 17th, where I soon after joined it. Four
tun arrests of "captains" and others of the marauding party who 
robbed Osawkee and others were made, and some property recovered. 
Colonel Johnston marched back, whilst I crossed the Kansas with a 
company and made a rapid reconnoissance of the disturbed district be
yond. I passed Indianola, Osawkee, and Hickory Point, whence I 
returned, 25 miles, to this camp this morning. I found that in the 
last week no marauding operations or large parties had passed in any 
part of it. Lane attacked the assembled neighbors of both parties
assembled for protection at Hickory Point-on Saturday, demanding 
their surrender on pain of no quarter being shown them. His pro
ceedings were cowardly, and he sent to Lawrence for reinforcements; 
and on Sunday, he probably being gone, one hundred and fifty men 
from Lawrenc~, with a four-pounder, fired on some fifty men and some 
women five hours. A dozen or more cannon balls struck the three 
log houses. They killed one man, and are all guilty of murder. 
About one hundred of these men are still in my camp. WitneSSfJI 
are being assembled, and court will be held on Monday. 

At the moment of leaving camp, at sunrise the 18th, I sent a com
panyof 1st cavalry to make a reconnoissance on the route of the 
militia who retired from the Wakarusa. The lieutenant commanding, 
who returned this afternoon, reports that he had sent to you a de-
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SpBtch, as authorized and required if anything of importance was ob
served at that distance; and, further, that no depredation or disorder 
was observed going or returning, which is creditable in the militia. 

'fhe governor informed me to-day that one company of militia was 
ready, and Major Sedgwick was sent to muster them into the service. 
I should doubt if another company be offered. 

, Governor Geary reports to me that matters are improving, and that 
he had but one important application for redress-some sixteen bandits 
having robbed some Indian traders at the Sac and Fox Igency, about 
30 miles to the south, one of them as guide; and a deputy marshal 
has since called on me with writs. This man informed me that he 
had tracked them up, being assisted by indignantfree-lOiler8; and I 
have despatched a lieutenant's party to assist in their capture. 

Seven of the prisoners escaped from guard last night, and I have 
insisted on the marshal taking charge of them to-morrow; and the 
governor is making arrangements for a place of more safe keeping. 
The company of militia will guard them in the edge of the town. My 

mp was moyed to-day two miles for fresh grass. 
On Monday the governor has promised both parties, at several 

places, that the road. should be opened for supplies to Leavenworth; 
and at his particular request, I have promised a cavalry company to 
carry it out, and, as it were, to inaugurate this return to peaceful com
mercial intercourse, so essential to all the inhabitants. 

September 21.-It is a common and probable report that Lane has 
gone out of the Territory, and some of his men; whether to return 
with 500 men, as some add, remains to be seen. / 

I would inquire whether the company of militia are to be necessarily 
under my orders? I presume, of course, that they are to be rationed 
by my acting assistant commissary of subsistence. 

Shall I, if asked by the governor, continue to issue rations to the 
citizen prisoners? . 

* * * * * 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. ST. GEO. COOKE, 
Lieutenant Oolonel2d DragOO'NJ, Oommanding. 

Major F. J. PORTER, 
.ABBt . .Adjt. General, Dept. o/the'West, Fort Leavenworth. 

lNo. 12.] lIEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON, 
September 24, 1856-night. 

M,AJOR: Nothing of much importance has occurred since my report 
of the 21st. 

Captain Sacket marched with his company, 1st cavalry, on the 22d 
to open the road to Leavenworth, for which the governor made a 
formal application. 

Your despatch of the 22d, with special department order No. 134, 
&c., were received at 11 p. m. the same date. Lieutenant Colonel 
Johnston prepared for the march in the morning-yesterday-whilst 
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I sent a note to Governor Geary informing him, and asking {or 
information which I knew he was expecting. In reply, I received the 
communication enclosed, when I ordered Colonel Johnston to resume 
his encampment. 

I visited the governor this morning. Ris information received. 
indicated that, instead of arriving, there were parties retiring from 
the Territory by the north; and I understood him to desire that, 
instead of the special order being carried out, future movements should 
depend upo.his future requisition, according to information and cir
cumstances. 

The order appearing to have been i88Ued at his request, and there 
having been a misunderstanding, as he states, I felt authorized. by 
the new instructions to let it go unexecuted. 

The effort to form a second company of foot militia at Lawrence 
aeems likely to fail. 

All the prisoners, including many new arrests, were delivered to 
the keeping of the marshal on the 22d instant. The militia company, 
not yet complete, guard them in town. 

The battalion, 6th infantry, has not yet arrived; it encamped fi.w 
miles beyond Lawrence last night. At the governor's request, I shall 
esta~lish ~heir camp two miles from here, close to the town. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. ST. GEO. COOKE, 

Lieutefacmt Oo'f,qul2d DragOOfUl, Oommanding. 
Major F. J. PORTER, 

.ABBt . .Adjt. General, Dept. o/tM West, Fort Leamenworlh. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTlrlBNT, 
Lecompton, K. T., September 23, 1856 . 

. Sm: I have received your communication of this morning; also 
one from General Smith-both relating to the movement of Colonel 
Johnston, with four companies of cavalry, upon the northern frontier. 
As this expedition is to be guided entirely by instructions to be ob
tained from me, I can now merely say, that I have several persons 
employed in that region of the Territory to obtain and report to me 
any information concerning operations that might affect the peace of 
the government; and having as yet received no reports from them, I 
desire that the departure of Colonel Johnston be deferred until I can 
receive and communicate to you authentic accounts that will justifY 
the movement of the troops. 

Yours, truly, 
JNO. W. GEARY, 

Governor of Kaua8 T~. 
Colonel P. ST. GEORG. Cooo, 

. Ocrmmanding United States Proops. 

Digitized by Coog I e 



SECRETA.BY 01' WA.R. 137 

[No. 13.] HBADQUARTBBS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON, 
September 28, 18515. 

MAJOR : Your several communications of the 26th instant and this , 
date are received. -

I have a very good- understanding with the gov'ernor, being dis
posed to second him to my utmost in his important and difficult un
dertaking. 

I have received no report from Colonel Johnston, tnt the deputy 
marshal has returned with Redpath, and reports that the large party 

. met near Topeka are real immigrants. No definite information has 
been received of the approach of the large armed body, but the Colonel 
will probably be instructed to remain near the northern boundary until 
after the election on the 6th proximo. 

Many men are reported to be leaving the Territory, and it is be
lieved that the free-soil inha.bitants will not vote at the election. I 
endose a field return for this week. 

With much respect, your obedient servant, 
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE, 

Lieutenant Oolooel 2d DragooM. 
Major F. J. PORTBIL, 

.A.'t .Adj't (Ja'l, DepGrlttaeftt of the Wellt, 
Fort Leavenworth. 

P. 8.-ln relation to your letter of the ,19th, last paragraph, I 
would desire that First Lieutenant John Buford, regimental quarter
master, who is acting commissary of subsistence at Fort Riley, should 
be one of the inspectors, but apprehend that, unless notified by you, 
or I receive notice with reference to his distance, he would not appear 
in convenient season. 

Respectfully, 
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE. 

[No. 14.] HBADQUARTERB, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON, 

• September 28, 1855. 
. lUJOR: I march to-day for the northern boundary, with about 3M 

rank and file-artillery, sabres, and muskets-taking one com:pany of 
infantry. I shall cross at Lecompton, to do which, after an ISSue of 
provisions, will consume the day. 

I have, in Lieutenant Colonel Andrews' camp, including sick, 
about 202 men. 

The governor's requisitions did not specify any amount of force, and 
believing that I have a sufficient force here, includitlg militia-I judsa 
about 500 effective troops, Colonel Johnston's squadroqs includoo.=-
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DOne too large a force to meet" six or seven hundred" invaders, 
with a battery, particularly as my object is not bloodshed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE, 

Lieutenant Oolnnel 2d DragOOfUJ. 
Major F. J. PORTER, 

~8't ..ddj't Gen'Z, Department o/the West, 
Fort Leavemoorth . 

• 
[No. 15.] HEADQUARTERS, 

Oamp on northern road, three mile8 north 0/ the Kearny road, 
October 3, 1856-night. 

MAJOR: I arrived here this afternoon, joining Colonel Johnston. I 
aent Lieutenant Armstrong with a select party to make reconnoissance 
to the west of the Soldier creek; he rejoined me to-day, and reports 
none arriving by that section. 

I enclose a copy of the governor's" requisition," which may be 
found rather sweeping; and also of a letter handed me yesterday by 
two men passin~ northward, whom I had stopped. It may be thought 
not to be inconsIstent with the first, but gave passport to the bearers 
of information of my force and motions, which may enable almost 
any party by management, division, concealment, &c., to pass my 
ordeal. I hear of 0. piece of cannon left and concealed a little north 
of this by Redpath's party, which was allowed passage by Colonel 
Johnston and deputy marshal. I send a spy forward to-morrow. 

I thought of sending Colonel Johnston back from here, with his 
three smaller companies; the governor wants some cavalry as soon as 
it can be spared; but have ordered Captain De Baussure's company 
back to-morrow morning; only sixteen men, and six left sick at Le
compton, who may be recovered by the time he returns. I write to 
Governor Geary by Captain D. "I have said I have supplies for about 
ten days; and can foresee nothing to prevent me from being back to 
L. in that time. * * * * * * 

* * I may very probably find it advisable to leave Colonel 
Johnston with five cr six companies, and probably the artillery, with-
out hearing from you." • 

Lane passed here about twelve days ago, and said that he had given 
the business up. • 

* * * * * * * * 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 

. P. ST. GEO. COOKE, 
Lt. Oolonel 2d Dragoou. 

Major F. J. PORTER, 
..d88't ..ddj. Gen., Department 0/ the West, Fort Leavenworth. 
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ExECUTIVE DEI> ARTMENT, 
Lecompton, Ka1UJas Territory, September 30, 1856. 

To all whom it may concern: 
The bearer of this note, Robert Morrow, represents himself as the 

agent of certain peaceable bona fide immigrants about entering the Ter
ritory, through Nebraska, under the escort of. Colonel Eldridge, as-
sisted by General Pomroy and Colonel Perry. • 

I welcome all such accessions to the population of this Territory, 
come from whatever quarter; and I request all good citizens to afford 
shelter and protection to every person entering the Territory for 
peaceable and lawful purposes. 

If the party under Colonel Eldridge come in this way without 
threats, or in a hostile attitude, I hereby request all military officers 
in the Territory to give them a safe conduct, and to permit them to 
paas without interruption. 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Ka'lAas TerriWry. 

ExEcuTIv:B DEPARTMENT, 
Lecompton, Ka1UJOJI Territory, September 28, 1856. 

Sm: Having received reliable information that James H. Lane, 
with a large armed force, with three pieces of cannon, is now about 
to invade this Territory, he having contracted with. the ferryman at 
Nebraska City for the transit of six or seven hundred men across the 
Mis80uri~ river, commencing on the 26th instant: This is to authorize 
and request you, with such force as you may deem necessary, to cause 
the said James H. Lane to be arrested, if he be found within the 
limits of this Territory, and to capture his cannon and any other mu
nitions of war, together with any armed body of men entering this 
Territory, in violation of my proclamation of the 11th of September 
inst., and to bring the said James H. Lane, with his cannon and mu
nitions of war, together with any other prisoners, before me at this 
pl<we, to be dealt with according to law. 

Your obedient servant, 

P. ST. GEORGB CoOKE, 

JOHN W. GEARY, 
Governor of Kafl,8(1,8. 

O(Yffl,man,ding U. S. FMCe8 near Lecompton. 

[No. 16.] HEADQUARTBBS, CAMP NEAR NEBRASKA BOUNDARY, 
October 1, 1856. 

LJOR: I arrived here yesterday, at noon. I just missed the arrest 
of the notorious Ossawatomie outlaw, Brown. The night before, 
having ascertained that after dark he had stopped for the night at 
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a house six miles from the camp, I sent a party who found at 12 
0' clock that he had gone. 

From apparently reliable information and appearances, the follow
ing are the state of affairs on this frontier: When Lane went out some 
two weeks ago, he met, and his news stopped, the entrance of smaller 
parties coming to reinforce him, and they have gathered at Tabor, 
Iowa, about twenty-five miles beyond Nebraska City, and eighty-five 
from here. This is FJdridge's party. There were, at most, abom 
five hundred; about one hundred have patlsed, in or are expected 110 
pass in-in small parties-even by twos and threes, and we have met a 
number. 

The rest, so says an express man (aud they frequently pass up and 
down from Lawrence and Topeka) met by aspy, are prepared to, and 
88y they will, winter there. 'Redpath, whom I left in Lecompton, and 
was present going out, said he dId Dot believe it; but they would not 
come in as long as there were troops. up here. Those that come in 88.y 
they will build, and pass the winter at different places, from .Manhat
tan down. The whole movement, being of" Lane men" mercenaries, 
with t.he primary object now of being at hand to prevent by reSC1J8 
the hanging of the prisoners at Lecompton, taken near Hickory Point. 
Lane himself, they say, is at" Plymouth Head," Iowa, six or seven 
miles beyond Nebraska City, and doubtful when, if ever, he can safely 
enter the Territory. It is said that a :piece of cannon was taken 
through, or by Colonel Jtlhnston's camp, 10 a wagon the day befol8 
I joined him; Redpath said there were four small pieces at Tabor. 
80 much for their own confessions, as reported by a spy. 

Two men afoot that I 'met just here, said that they left Tabor laM 
Thursday; that there were about one hundred and fifty there, and 88W 
one piece of artillery. • 

There are seventeen of these men at a house on the road, about two 
miles back, but without Sharpe's rifles or regular armament; they say 
they are settlers, and are going to build a town her~ called" Ply
mouth." They have no families, present at least; and near by theN 
is a small mud redoubt, built, perhaps, some time; but very recent 
work has' been done towards erecting a block-house at it of very stoui 
hewn logs, and they say they are to be built every fifteen miles down 
to the Kansas. 

I shall put the company of infantry and the dismounted dragoons 
eft route to-day for Lecompton, and shall march to-morrow with the 
second dragoons, leaving Lieutenant Colonel Johnston with three 
squadrons first cavalry and the company of light artillery. They will 
remain until further orders. * * * * 0 * 

Colonel Johnston can execute such orders as may be thought proper 
to send him with regard to this fort. 

A party sent eight miles to the west yesterday report no other road, 
or trails leading to the south. 

With much respect, your obedient servant, 
P. ST. GEORGE COOKE, 

Lieutenant Oolonel &cun.d Dragoons, Oommandi'Rlfl. 
~or F. J. PORTER, ' 

...488istant ...4djutant General, Department of the West, 
Fort LeavenWO'lih, Kansas Territory. 
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, 
[No. 17.] HEADQUA.RTERS, CAMP NEAR NEBRASKA. FRONTIER, K. T., 

October 8, 1856. 
MAJOR: As indicated in my last despatch, company K, 6th infantry, 

and the dismounted dragoons, marched yesterday morning; the latter 
have been directed to proceed to Topeka, and remain until further 
ordera. 

No parties coming in were within ten miles-ot my camp yesterday. 
From observation and information, I consider Lieutenant Colonel 

Johnston's command, of his six largest companies 1st cavalryaud the 
battery, quite equal to the duties required for that station, and in this 
the lieutenant colonel agreed with me. 

In my most recent interview with the governor, I understood him 
as needin~ what troops could be spared from the north; he wished 
some statIOned '8.t Topeka; he was anxious for the Ossawatomie dis
t...wt; and thence to Council Grove, where recent outrages and rob
beries had been committed; and he habitually expressed apprehen
sion of an attempted rescue at Lecompton; my last letter lDdicated. 
some confirmation of this. Under these circumstances, I left Colonel 
Johnston with his command, this morning, (a copy of his instructions 
enclosed,) and marched with the squadron of 2d dragoons. At the 
house mentioned in my last, near the fort, and which I found itself 
fortified and flanked by rifle-pits, I stopped to assist a deputy marshal 
to make search for cannon, arms, &c. I found and brought away 
thirteen muskets, with bayonets, four kegs of powder, and a box of 
lead; the men were working on the block-house in the redoubt. 

I then met, on my march, a sergeant-major with your communica
tions of the 5th instant and several orders. At the first suitable spot 
I have encamped for the day. 

An opportunity occurring at the moment, I wrote to Governor 
Geary informi~g. ~im that I sho!lld probably not return until further 
orders, or requlsltIon, for I hesltated, but have concluded that your 
communication is imperative to remain. 

Lieutenant Colonel Johnston, to whom I showed my letter of the 
7th, misunderstood, as implying censure, my report of information, 
communicated by aspy, as to a piece of cannon passing his camp con
cealed; it served to illustrate my apprehension, expressed on the 3d, 
that almost any party, by management, division, and concealment, 
"would be able to pass my ordeal," as hitherto my instructions have 
related to armed "bodies of men," "combined," &c., (in the gov
ernor's proclamation, and his requisition of the 28th September.) 

Fifteen men pllSSed my camp to the north this morning. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. ST. G. COOKE, 
Lt. Ool. 2d DragOO'lUJ, Oommanding Forou. 

Major F. J. PORTER, 
.A • .A. Gen., Dept. ojthe West, Fort Leavenworth, K. T. 
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HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEARN~RASKA. FRONTIER, K. T. 
October 7, 185'6. 

Sm: You will remain in this vicinity until further orders, in com
mand of the three squadrons of 1st cavalry present, and light com
pany "G," 4th artillery. 

It will be your duty to repel invasion of the Territory here, or else
where, by the north, within your reach-carrying out the orders or 
instructions received, copies of which are herewith furnished, to wit: 

1st. Proclamation or the governor of the Territory 01 September 
11, 1856. 

2d. Department spedal order, No. 134, of September 22, 1856. 
3d. The requisition of the governor of' the Territory for my maroh 

to thi~ point, dated September 28, 1856. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. ST. G. COOKE, 

Lieut. Col. J. E. JOHNSTON, 
1st Oa1Jalry-Pruent. 

A true copy: 

Lieut. 001,. 2d DragOOfUJ. 

P. ST. G. COOKE, 
Lieut.Ool. 2d DragOOfUJ. 

[No. 18.] HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR NEMAHA RIVER, K. T., 
October 10, 1856. 

MAJOR: I received last night your letter of the 8th instant, &c. 
I ascertained ycsterday that a la.rge party were at Archer, a town 

twelve miles north. My camp was very near the" fort" and fortified 
house. I brought Lieut. Colonel Johnston early this morning with 
his command, which was three miles north, and the camp of my com
bined force covered the road. Between 9 and 10 o'Qlock, thelarty, 
with twenty wagons, approached, and were halted by the guar ; the 
troops were all disposed ready for service, 1st cavalry near the road, 
dismounted. I rode to meet the mounted bodies of the party, Colonel 
Eldridge, General Pomroy, and several others. Whilst I was ques
tioning them, Colonel Preston, United States deputy marshal, who 
had come up, produced the governor's proclamation, (of September 10,) 
and told them it was his duty to search the wagons for arms and mu
nitions of war. There were about five women of marriageable age; 
and the men in wa~ons and walking, 240 in number, as rcported tx> 
me by Colonel Eldndge, a few of them only with arms in their hands. 
There was at first much temper shown at the search, and some show 
of a disposition to resist. I for bade trunks or any ordinary packages 
to be opened. There was none of the ordinary baggage of emigrants; 
not a chair or other furniture; but one tool chest; no agricultural im
plements. There were, however, boxed, many new saddles, and about 
242 percussion mqskets, Hall's muskets, and Sharpe'S carbines ; 2 offi.. 
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cers' and 61 common sabres; about 50 Colt's revolvers, boxed; 4 boxes 
ball cartridges, &c., &c. . 

The deputy marshal said he recognized a number of former Lane's 
men and leaders. 

At the request of the deputy marshal for my opinion, I gave him 
the enclosed, that they were a combined body, furnished completely 
with arms and munitions of war. I requested a catagorical answer 
from Lieut. Colonel Johnston, Major Sedgwick, and Brevet Major 
Sibley-their opinions if they were "a combined armed party?" The 
two latter answered yeti; and Colonel J., " armed, don't know if com
bined." 

Colonel Preston, deputy marshal, wished to give the party escort 
towards their destination, they going voluntarily to meet the gov
ernor, expecting to get the assent and promise of their leaders to con
form. I assented; Colonel Eldridge wished it, but, consulting with 
his people, could or would give no definite answer; when the deputy 
marshal arrested them all. . 

It w881ate, and had been raining for two hours; so near 2 o'clock I 
sent them with a guard into camp, near mine. 

I shall send Brevet Major Sibley, 2d dragoons, with his squadron, 
to conduct them to the governor, at Lecompton, taking along their 
arms, agreeably to the requisition on me of September 28. 

Before he arrested them, the deputy marshal gave me the enclosed 
riuisition for assistance. . 

found the deputy marshal and some others very much staggered, 
by the governor's letter 88 to Eldridge'S party, of September 30, which 
was produced. I considered it, as 1 have reported, 88 not bearing on 
the merits of the question. 

The leaders of this party reported to me that from 60 to 75 othen 
were coming several days behind with ox teams. 

The officer of the day reports the number of the party 223. 
* * * * * * * * 

With great re~pect, your obedient servant, 
P. ST. G. COOKE, 

. Lieut. Oolonel 2d ])ragoontJ. 
Major F. J. POR~, . 

.A88i8tant .Adjutant General, Department o/the Wetlt, 
Fort Leavenworth. 

PLYMOUTH, KANSAS TERRlTOEY, 
. October 10, 1856. 

Sm: I wish your assistance, as the officer in command of the United 
States troops stationed on the northern frontier of the Territory, 1;8 
assist in taking the arms from a large body of men entering the Ter
ritory under the command of Colonel Eldridge and others ; and fur
thermore, to see that in conducting said party before Governor Geary, 
that I am unmolested, and that they are safely conducted before him. 

Your obedient servant, . 
WM. J. PRESTON, 

Deputy. U. S. M.arshal,. 
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HEADQUARTERS, CAMP ON PONY CREEK, K. T., 
October 10, 1856. 

8m: I give you my opinion _that this party of two hundred and 
fOl'ty men, more orless! under Colonel EldrIdge, '.' General Pomroy," 
&c., is a combined party or body, furnished completely with arms and 
munitions of war. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. ST. G. COOKE, 

Lieut. Oolooel2d DragoontJ. 
001. W. J. PRESTON, 

Deputy Mar8hal-Pruent. 

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT or- THB WEST, 
Fort Leavenworth, Nooem1Jer 11, 1856. 

CoLONEL: Since my last communication nothing of importance has 
happened in the department. After the success of the measures taken 
some weeks since to prevent the gross outrages on the law then threat.. 
eoed, and to suppress the disorders then existing in this Territory, 
order and tranquillity have gradually resumed their legitimate sway, 
the laws have again been put in operation, and the administration of 
justice revived. Deserted farms are again occupied, fences rebuilt, 
fields put under cultivation, and the ruins of houses destroyed by fire 
replaced by more durable habitations; the roads are covered with 
u-avellers unarmed and secure, and the towns thronged with persoDl 
selling their produce and purchasing from the stores. All these evi
dences of restored order have enabled me, with the concurrence of the 
governor of the Territory, to recall the troops from the active duty on 
which they have been employed, and to establish them again at their 
proper posts where they are to pass the winter. As there are no se
cure prIsons yet built for the territorial authorities to use in the ad
ministration of justice~ at his request there will remain at the dispo
sition of the governor a few men to guard prisoners in the custody ot 
the law~ and for other such contingencies. ' 

I am happy, then, to be enabled to announce to the War Department, 
and through it to the President, the entire success of the measures 
they directed to be taken for the suppression of insurrection and re
moval of obstruction to the regular administration of justice, .and 
that this end has be!'ln attained without the shedding of blood or the 
exertion of any force beyond the ordinary arrest of persons accused of 
crimes. The troops in the field have been under the immediate com
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Philip St. G. Cooke, second dragoons; 
the sound judgment he has displayed, and his promptness, energy, 
and good management have had a large share in producing the happy 
atate of affairs at present existing, for there were moments when the 
want of either of these qualities might have led to the most fatal and 
.. tended disasters. And the officers and men of the second dragoons, 
under Brevet Major H. H. Sibly; first cavalry, under Lieutenant 
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Colonel Joseph E. Johnston and Major John Sedgwick; and of the 
battalion of the sixth infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel George An
drews commanding that regiment; all partake of the credit attached 
to their good conduct and labors in the duty just concluded. 

The winter has commenced with severity, much earlier than usual, 
and it is now too late to send the companies of the sixth infantry to 
the posts further west, their original dcstina.tion; from necessity they 
must be crowded into the quarters at Fort Leavenworth, the great re
duction in the number of men in the first cavalry will render this 
possible now, which it would not. be if the latter regiment were full. 

Being no longer occupied with the aft'aira in this Territory which 
have caused so much uneasiness, undivided attention can be paid to 
preparations for Jlunishing the Cheyenne Indians. In pursuing them 
In the spring, the great want will be forage and transportation for 
supplies; pasturing animals in rapid movements is impossible, nor 
can horses perform a regular day's work on grass; in short daily jour
neys grass is sufficient, for there is time to patture and very little 
labor to undergo; additional appropriations will therefore be neces
sary to provide for the expeditlOn, which must be chiefly of mounted 
men, and ought to be ready by the middle of April. The details of 
the force and the direction of the operations cannot now be determined, 
but a general appropriation of an additional sum, much less, however, 
than that given to the Sioux expedition, will be advisable. 

I will again repeat, that I consider tranquillity and order entirely 
rest.ored in Kansas, I foresee nothing in the shape of disorder that 
the ordinary means in the hands of the civil authority, directed bv as 
able and energetic hands as those of the present governor, are' not 
amply sufficient to control; and the whole time and efforts of the 
troops here can henceforward be devoted to the protection of the 
frontier. 

With the highest respect, your Gbedient sen'ant. 

Col. SAHUEL CooPBR, 

PERSIFOR F, SMITH, 
Bvt. Maj. Gen'l., Commandi1lg Department. 

.A.4J'utant General 0/ the army. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
ucmnptO'll., KafUlQll Territory, November 11, 1856. 

SIR: Peace prevails throughout the Territory at this time; and, as 
the season of the year is now 80 far advanced into autumn as to make 
it extremely uncomfortable for the encampment of troops aad the 
picketing of horses, I have the honor to inform you that I can. at 
present, dispense with all the troops which you have been pleased to 
place at my disposal for maintaining the peace of the Territory, with 
the exception of a squadron of dragoons and one company of United 
States infantry, to be left at Lecompton subject to my orders. 

I cannot forbear, on this occaHion, to thank you most cordially for 
the very efficient aid you have rendl'red me during the late disturb-

Vol. ii--lO 
Digitized by Coog I e 



146 RJ:PO"T 01' THE 

ances, and for the truly magnanimous conduct of all the officers and 
soldiers placed by you at my disposal, the services of whom, I trust, 
will never again be required under similar circumstances. 

With high respect, your friend and obedient servant, 
JNO. W. GEARY, 

Major General P. F. SlIIITlI, 
GotJe1'fUW of Kaf11Ja8 Territory. 

Oommandi'4fl Depa:rtmMt of the Wut. 

True copy. GEO. DEAS, 
.Aui8tant .Adjutant General, Deparlmefl.t of tie W ute 

ORDERS, No. 14.] 
HBADQUARTERS DBPARTIDElfT OJ' TUB Wrn, 

Fort Lea1JtmtlXJ'rth, K. T., N01Jember 12, 1856. 
The governor of Kans88 has announced to the general commanding 

the department that peace prevails throughout the Territory at the 
present time, and that the services of the troops for the maintenance 
of order can, in a measure, be dispensed with. In consideration, 
therefore, of this announcement, and in view, also, of the approach of 
winter, the several commands now in the field will return to their 
respective permanent stations at once, but by easy marches, with the 
exception of two companies of the 1st regiment of cavalry and one 
company of the 6th regiment of infantry, to be designated by the 
senior field officer of each corps, under instructions of Lieutenant 
Colonel P. St. Georye Oooke, 2d dragoons, commanding the troops in 
the field, and to be by him reported to Governor Geary. Each com
pany will constitute a distinct and separate command, to be held 
subject to such orders or requisitions 88 they may, from time to time, 
receive from the executive of the Territory. 

By order of Brevet Major General Smith. 
GEO. DEAS, 

.A8Mant .Adjutant General. 
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