Terrible Steamboat Disaster on
Lake Erie.
230 LIVES LOST!
Erix, N. Y., Aug. 20.

The steawncr Atlantic came in collision with the pro-
pellor Ogdensbarg at 2 o’clock this morning, and sunk
io about half an bour. A very dense fog prevailed at
the time of tho accident, The passcngers were inbed
and the first mate was onduty. The steamer kept on
her course, the officers hopiug to be able to reach the
port, although the beat was leaking badly. It was
found that the vessel was rapidly sinking, the!fires in
the engine room being extinguished by the water.

A scene of terrible confusion ensued.  The emigrants
who could not understand a word spoken to them, by
their cries and terror udded to the horror of the scene,
At about half past two o'clock, amidst the wildest
shricks of the passengers, the steamer scttled and
sunk, ’

The propellor hed kept in the wako of the Atlantic,
and those on board of ber did all in their power to
preserve the lives of the hundreds of the human be-
ings who were now seen struggling in the water.  The
fug was a sad hindrance to their efforts, but some two
hundred and fifty were rescued from the Lake sud
taken by the propelior to Erie,

[Oune sccount states that there were 500 passengers
on board, 250 of whom were lost. The Atlantic was
on her passuge from Buftalv to Detroit, and the acci-
dent is supposed to have occurred about fifty miles
from the former place. It is belivved that all the
crew, with the exception of the captain and first wate,
were lost.])
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[sxcoxp pespaTch.]
LAKE EKIE CATASTRUFPHE.

Erix, N. Y., Aug. 20=6 P. M.
The steamer Clinton has just returned from the
wreck of the Atluntic.  She reporta her entirely dis-
appeared aud sunk in twenty-five fathoms of water,
The boat belonged to the Messrs. Ward, owners of the
Caspiun, lately lost at Cleveland. She was valued ut

$80,000, aud was not insnred. ’

TN LAKE ERIE DISASTER.

The following were the numbers of tickets issued
from the office of the Michigan Central Rail Roadin
Butfalo.

Steerage passengers (emigrants).
Deck ditto..
Secoud class
Cabinditto.. .......

... 217

Makinga tatalofieeoeeniiieei it ...326

Aside from these, the ugent thinks there may have
been one hundred and twenty-five persous ou board,
including the crew—making, in all, about four hundred
and fily—and reducing thie probable loss to sbout two
hundred.

The emigrants were Nurwegians, who came through
by Luke Ountario steamers from Quebee, and about 75
or 80 of them were left on the dock, the agent refusing
to sutler them to go on board.

Au Express Company had about $50,000 in wouey
on bonrd the boat.

The fullowing passengers are known tv be saved :

Johu W. Murphy, Express Agent.

. Walbridge, of Builalo,

Mrs. F. H. Harris, ol Detroit.

D. S. Walbridge, Knlamazoo.

Richard M. Smith, of Penn Yan, N. Y.

Walter Osborn, Milwaukee.

A. Reed, Farmington i,

Abuer C. Eilis. Sandwich, C. W,

Miss Meyers, o,

E. G. Everett, Greenfield, Muss.

Mr. Brockway, Kenosha, Wis., .

Capt. Turner, Oswey

Alfred Clark, Coldwarer.

L. D. Crippen, Coldwaler.

Mrs. L. Buckley, Battle Creek, Mich,

A. Catkins, Belvidere, 11l

J. L. D. Bissell, Mobile, Ala.

S. V. R. Graves, Erie Connty, N. Y.

A. Colvin, Erie Coumty, N. Y.

J. Shawber, Clifton, New York.

James Russell and Lady. Stratsburgh,

C. Huntley, 1. Lasalle, 1.

R. White and Wife, Orwell, Vermont.

W. 0 Hall, Abany.

Mrs. Andrews, Anun Arbor, Mich,

Mrs. Cornwell,

Amoug those known to have been on board, and not
yet heard of, were s W. E. Daggert, of Chicago s Alex.
Burdell, Agent; and Horace Curley aud Juue Carley,
of East Randolph,

FURTHER PARTICULARS.
Busrato, Aug, 209 P. M.

Nine of the crew, and nbout tweuty-five of the cabin
passengers, are known to be lost. o

Captain Petty, of the Atluntic, while lowering a life
boat, fell u distance of eleven feet, into the boat, strik-
ing his hend, and cutting it badly.  He was precipita-
ted into the water, and supposed to be lost, bt was
picked up by a boat from tho propelier, after clinging
for filteen minutes to flonting piccesofl timber. Heis
wuch injured, aud now lies i this city, in a precarious
state.

Mr. Dava, who was lost, was very efficient in saving
the lives of passengers, sud exburted them to cling 0
the lify preservers, when o tbe water. When the
boat went down e took a settee aud plunged over
board, but at the same moment some twenty or thirty
emigrants jumped over on to bim, sud be wentunder.

The last persons taken from the boat were Mr.
Givan, clerk of the boat, and Mr. Buell, first engincer.
The steamer had then sunk, all but her stern, and they,
with some [llinvis passengers, were clinging to a rope
attached to n floating wast sud the wreck, being up to
their shoulders in water.

Assuon as the shricks of the drowning passengers
were hushed, the voice of alittle boy was heard, and it
was then first discovered that s child, about eight yeurs
old, was alsoclinging to a rope a short distance off —
Tho litle fellow, lking 1o bimsclf, was saying : *Oh !
{can’t hold on much longer. 1f papa was bere he
would bold meup.” A wauu from [Hinois, a fige power-
ful fellow, immediately moved a loug rope, nnd seized
the boy as be was about o sink.  UHe beld him for

some time, and called out 10 Givan o cot his re-
lief.us he was nearly exbansted by the w Givan
made an sitempt o reach hing bat in va At that

moment the buat of the propeller, londed tothe waler's
edge with rescued passengers,passed and Givan hailed
them,and entrented thenn to save the boy, Mr. Blodgett,
first matw of the Atlantic who was on board, jumped
out und swn  to the rope, took the boy off, and re.
wrned to the boat.  He wns thus saved.  The little
fellow was from Massachusctinand was with bis uncle
who was drowned,  His nuime wos not recollected by
the clerk.

The next boat from e propeller took oft’ the clerk,
first engineer, and the Hlinois pnssenger.

LAKE ERIE.
New York, Aug. 21,

The following persons are supposed to be lost 3

Mr. Field, wife and two children, New York.

Mr. Frust, Boston.

Measrs. Lake and Fairbrother, Albany.

Horace Carley and sister, Bast Randolph, Vt.

Mr. Lefover, Troy, N. Y.

Mr. Hartley sud wile Albany.

Mr. Birch and wile, Albany.

The following arc sdditioval names of cabin passen-
gers kuown to be saved :

L. D. Chippen, Collwater, Mich.; James Russell,
New York ; G. E Bushnell, Green Co., N. Y.; Robert
Montgomery, New  York City 3 J. W, Snook, Madi-
son, N. Y.: C. K. Horn, Chester Co., Pa,; C. H.
Green. Green Buy, Wis.; Wm. Hogan, Detroit ;J. L.
Wright, Brooklyu, N. Y. ; John 8. Blake, Meriden,
Coun.; Miss Auld, Frankfort, N. ; Mr. Titus and
son Detroit, Mrs. Ellis, Chicagos E. J. Wilson, Mr.
Kitley, and J. Haskell, Dotroit 1 B. F. Lawrence aud
wife Belvidere 3 J. Paddock and wife, Oskilund 3 W.
Birdsall. Graud Rapids ;5 Wm. J. Hull, Albany ; Miss
Bunyea, Heurietta, N. Y. ; Josiah Brock, Wright
Brocky ; L.J. C. L. Peck, Rome.

Among those on board supposed 1o be lost ate Miss
Luthrop, Lieut. Lnogdon, and Master Rollius, Buflulo;
Mias Aligal Stauley, uvged 18, New York ; Mary J.
Scammon, Milwaukie, sged 123 Miss Doff, Cauada.

Capt. Petiy of the Atluntic still remoins in a dun-
gerous condition.

No bodies have been yet recovered.

TIIE DISASTER ON

TILE CATASTROPHE ON LAKE ERIF,
INTERKSTING INCIDEXTS.
. Among the incidents of the calumity are the fullow-
ing:

Mr. Aaron Sutton of New York City, was provided
with two life-preservers ; ouo of these he fastened vo
his wife, aud while so duing, some oue anatched tho
other one away. Mr, Sullon, seeing the buat
sinking, gut bis wife off into the Lake, aud taking his
1w litile children, followed her.  Mrs. Sution was
Luoyed up by tbe life preserver, aud partly by swim-
ming aud clinging to luating articles. = Mr. Sutton pre-
served bis children until ait were picked up by boats.

One young lady jumped from the steamer, and would

- have been drowned but for the exertions of & man,

(supposed to be one of the emigrants,) who, seizing a
board, plunged into the water, and catching hold of
the lady’s hair, tnanaged to get her on the side of the
steamer, when she was taken on deck,—the poor fel.
h:lw, however, sunk from exhausfion, and was Jrown-
ed.

Three hands of the steamer, who could not swim,
tore ofl the binnaclo box, tovk out the compass, and
throwiug the bux overboard. jumped into the water
aud clung around it. They were several times com-
pelled, for sell preaervation, to kick from them drown.
ing men and women; some 30 or 40 of whouw at differ
ent times laid hold of their legs. They were taken up,
alter being 20 minutes in the water, by their own boat.
At the same time they found the body of a little girl,
10 yeurs old, fAvating on a plank. She had ber armn
around the plauk, and her head on it, asif asleep, but
sbe was quite dead. The body was brought to Erie.

Mr. L. D. Grippen of Michigan, saved two female
passengers, by Lreaking through the deck into their
state roons, which were filling with water.

Corouer's luvestigation.

The body of a little girl, name unknown, was re-
covered ut Brie, on Saturday. aud aninquest was held
thereow, the same eveuing, by the Corouer of that
place.

ATATEMENT OF TRE MAYY OF THE 0ODENSBURG.

The following is the evidenco of the first Mate of the
Ogdensburg, the propeller which came iu collision with
the Atlantic. .

De Grass McNell, sworn—Am first mate of the pro-
peller Ogdensbury ; cominencad my watchat midvight ;
about hail-past one faw 'the stéamét ; she had a red
lightaloft, and two ligh:sbelow; we had two lights at
the crosatrees, and another signal light in frout; when
1 suw herthreo miles distant, wo were steering for the
Welland Canal,and I judged from her course, we shuuld
pass halfa mile uorth of bier ; upon nearing her,she up-
peared to have chuuged her course, and to be making
across our bows: [ now ordered the enginesto be
stopped ; this was about ten minutes befure the colli-
sion: secing that we were likely to strike together, I
ordered the engine to beck, sud the wheel put hard a
starbuard ; shouted ss hard as [ well could ; our whis-
tle was vut of order ; in about two minutes we strack ;
the bow of our vessel striking ber between the forward
gangwuy and wheel house, on the larboard side ; did
uot sec or hear auy péeson on board the steamer when
wo struck ; we had nearly stopped i the Adlantic was
under full headway ; after ascertaining that our vessel
would not sink, we went 1o her relief, althongh we
did notsee any signal Of distresy,or hear hor belt ring
upon nearing, wo heard the cries of persuns on board
and in the water ; came up to her in about an hour;
her fights had dissppeared and her bow was under
water : though bier stern wasin sight andall three of
ber decks 3 cumenlongside and took off'all the persons
who had romained on ber till now ; our boats were
engagedin picking up thoso jn the water ; ofterwards
made a circle of o mile in circnmference around the
wreck, keeping boats inside the circle, and think we
got on board ull living persons who were iu the water
sod on the steamer; took probably two huwdred oft
the steamer, and one hundred from the lake; the A¢
lantic remuined in the same position when we left her.
Question by a Juror—II yon had given an order 10
starboard th helm fivg minutes sooner, would the col-
lision havetaken place?

Anscer—Itundoubtedly would not.

STATEMENT OF THE SECOND MATE OF THE ATLANTIC.
The tollowing is u statement of James Carney, the
second mate of the 4tlantic, who was vn waltch at the
time of the collision ¢

MMr. Carney, sworn—1 waas second mate of the Atlan-
tic an the night of the collisinn ; it was my watch on
deck ;3 the weather was smoky from the time of leav.
g; suw Loug Point about two miles oft; think
conld have seen 0 stemner's light one mile ;5 filteen
minutes after leaving Long Point, made the propeller's
toearly a point o the lubeand bow 5 were sieer-
puthwest by west, our usual conrse, when 1 saw
the propelier’s light, which was dim ¢ pnt the wheel
a-pott, and kept her off west southwest's two minates
after, the propeller struck us twenty feet forward of the
wheel, ou the larbourd side:; beard the engino bell of
the propeller ring about this time; as soon as we
strack.guve orders to the belin-man 1o steer ber for the
shore, which was within four wiles; 1 then ran down
ou the main deck 10 see it | could discover the extent
of theinjury, and retacned iinmeidiately o the upper
deck 5 Mr. Blodget, first mate, waa then at the pilot
house, and | told i she was sinking, aud he uuiun-d
e to run below aml ace il shie was tilling 5 then weut
into the steerage, which is forward 3 fonad no water
on the Boors, bot conld oot zet up the batches o Jook
below 3 thicn retatovd to the fite-hold, and saw water
rushing in in torrents, wnirying wath it conbastiea&e. §
then went to listing bar with paszengers il freight to
the starbourd, in hope W relicve the Jeak o fonnd
impossible, s she was acttling forwnrd § then returp.
ed to the burricane deck, and hesid Capiain Petty give
ing orders to those congregated there to keep guiet;
orders were then given tu get the two boats, which
wero on the hurricane deck remly, and also the work-
ing boat ; the steamer settled gradually, aud 1 should
Judge it was all of twenty winutes belore the water
cnme up to the hurricane deck 5 1 should think it was
ot least hall an hour after were stenck belore e
propeller came within bailing distance;  had the pro-
poller, when we first saw hier, put her wheel a-port,
wo shouid havoe cleared her.

Mecilng of the Survivars of the Atlantic.
Much fecling prevails at Erie, and grest excitemont
exists against the stemmer, At s meetivg ot the sur-
vivors, the toliowing, nwoug other resviutions, were
passed
Resotred, That we would call the antention of the
public in particnlar to the ine liciency of so-called Jife-
preservets, which sre totally useless; 1he lllllhA of
which was too biterly proved to sume of the unlor
tunates, who trusted themselves to their fancied se
curity.

Resolved, That wo express our indigostion at the
gross neglect and crimival wisconduct of the owners
of the steambunt Atlantic, in ot providing proper fa-
cilities to afford pussengers on hoard the means of suv-
ing their lives: we consider the want of 8 suflicient
utinber of boats to hold the passengers, in a contin-
gency like the present, amd want of other loose ma-
terials, to be a wanton tampering with humaa life;
and that the owners of the unfortunate boat should be
held up to the publicas wen who have cast aside these
considerations, frum inditference to the lives pluced
in their car
Resvlved, That the loss of the steamer Atlantic, on
‘the night of the 20th Auvgusy, is u calamity of such an
overwhelming wud beart-remding character, that the
voice of an entraged public is inndegnate to ita ex-
pression s sud that, as cilizens of Brie, we desire the
proper suthuritics ot once 1u proceed o arrest the
officers and men who are to be found withio the limits
of this county, who were employed upon the Atlantic
or propeller Ogdevsburg, that the causv of the collision
may be currectly sscertuined, |
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LAKE ERIE PISASTER. |

StatenEsT oF Jons 8. BLaxy.—The following state.
ment of Mr. Jobu 8. Blake, of Meriden, who waaa
passenger on board of the Atlantic, is copied from the
New York Herald :
You nre aware that the calamity happened about two
o'cluck on Fridoy morning, August 20ih, st which time:
1 wus sleeping in my berth in stute room No. 1, (with
two other gentlemet whom 1 have not seen since, aud
feur they are lost.) which room was ou the Iarboard
side, and within from four 10 six féet from where the
propeller siruck the Atlantic, aud us near as [ can
Judge about midwey between the paddle wheel and
tho stern of the vessel.

At the moment she struck us, and while the timlers
were still moving nod crnshing me down in my berth,
I struggled and succeeded in extricating myseit, and in
a woment was upon the forward port of ihe burricane
deck, alongside of the pilot’s wheel, feeling nssured
thut from that pusition © could gain'more infurmation
in regard to aur duuger, than from auy other point, as
the orders would be given from that quarter. At this
time the propeller was slowly falling astern of us,

1 had occupied that position but'a few moments be-
fore the appalling cry was heard that she was siuking.

All was confusion, und the next moment the c
mand was given, in a very stifled and agitated voice,
o head herin for shore.and ting the bell, both of
which communds were soon obeyed nud somo exer-
tions were made to careen lier over un hgr stacboard
side, o keep the water from rushing in, bat withont
wuch vifect.

Ali this time her engine was in motion, as it had
been ali the while, and weo were fust leaving the pro-
peller.

1 then thanght it tine to make an effort 1o save iny
life— I mude for the.door of the saloon in arder o
reach the main deck. [ found it dark there, and not
a light 1o be seen, and | do not believe there waus one
vn that part of the boat: however, 1 succeeded in get-
ting down, und tried to fiud sumething to Hoat upon,

At this moment 1 1hought of the life preserver stools,
und climbed over the railing npon the hurricane deck
o secure one, but 1 did not like theiv appearance, and
I wade my way down again and secured the after
gangway door. ~ 1 placed it uver the rails on the guards
outside, inteuding it for future use, concluding to re-
main upon the wreck as long as I-could, giving myself
sufficient time to ciear the vesscl when she should go
down.

Bat very soon the cry of fire was heard, at which
time, the emigrants were jumping off the forward deck,
as they had been duing previously, by dozens; some
sinking under the wheels, and some passing astern,
uttering ‘such fearful cries for help, in their own lan-
gusge, as to render the scene, which it is impossible
1o describe, doubly appalling.

Some [ftenn or twenty minutes after the collision,
the main deck sunk; and'then 1 launched my frail sup.
port. and struck ont to clear the vortex which I sup.
posed would svon be made by the sinking vessel.

Wheu I was sufliciently clear from her and her wake,

and also without the reach of 1those who were drown.
ing around me, of whose cries I will not attempt to

..peak, 1 layI sllill._ and walched the wotion of both

{ y g my of escape, which I
did uot, at any one time, lose sight of.

It has been suid we went some three miles after the
collision took place. If so, then for me to be able to
seo that distauce, one of two things must be false—
either it was not very fogay, or we did not run that
distance. Itis true I'did, at one time, alinost lose sight
of the propeller—I supposcd she was leaving us to
perish. It was then for the first time [ lost my forti-
tude—1 gave up for lost; but Iyet hoped for help from
that quarter,and [ did not look in vain, for suon I saw
her booring down towards us, and then God only
knows my feeliugs of gratitude. I inade for her as
fast os wy atrength would permit, and was soon taken
on board.

From my observations of the drowning persons
arouud me, I fear the loss of life will prove greater
than can be known.

That it was to the still, calm, and almoat clear night,
and the interposition of Divine Providence, we are in-
debted for the preservation of so many lives, there can
be no doubt. Had it beon dark or rough, God only
knows what would have been the result.

Aud now, that such an accident should happen, must
remuin a matter of speculation to those not preseut;
butasfor e, believeit tobe one deserving the strong-
estcensuro. ’l'hunherownsnrecklen:pirilmnnifestes,
I fairly believe—other wise, how, on aao almost glear
uight, could it have taken place ?

Joux S. Braxg, Meriden, Ct.
—————



