THE KIDNAPPING CASE.

Narrative of the Seizure and Recovery
of Solomon Northrup.

INTERESTING DISCLOSURIES.

We have obtained from Washington the
subjoined statement of the circnmstances at-
tending the seizure and recovery of the negro
man Soromon NorTuror, whose case hav ex-
cited so high a degree of interest. The ma-
terial facts in the history of the transaction
have already been given, but this narrative
will be fuund a more complete and authentic
record than has yet appeared :

Soromon NosTnror, the subject of the follow.-
ing narrative, is a free colored citizen ot the
United States ; was born in Essox County, New-
York, about the year 1808; bocame early a resi-
dent of Washington County, and married there in
1820, His father and mother resided in the
County, of Washington about {ifty yeers, till their
decease, and were both free.  With his wife and
children he resided at Saratoga Springsin the
Winter of 1841, and while there was employed
by two gentlemen to drive a team South, at the
rate of a dollara day. In fulGlment of his employ.
ment he preceeded lo New-York, and having tak-
en out free papers, to show that he was a citizen,
he went on to Washington City, where he ar.
rived the recond day of April, the same year, and
put up at Gansey’s Hotel. Soon after he arrived,
he felt unwell and went to bed.

While suflering with severe pain some persons
came in, and, seeing tho condition he was in, pro-
posed to give him some medicine and did so.
That is the last thing of which he had any recol-
lection until he feund himself chained to the floor
of Wirriane' slave pen in this City, and hand-
cuffed. [n the course of a fow hours, Jauss H"
Burch, a slave-dealer, came in, and the colored
man asked him to take the irons off from him. and
wanted to know why they were put on. BurcH
told him it was none of his business. The colored
man said he was free and told where he was born,
Burch called in a man by the name of EpgNEzgR
Rovnury, and they two stripped tho man and laid
him across a bench, Ropsury holding hlm dowa
by his wrists. Busci whipped him with a paddle
until he broke that, and then with a cat-o’-nine
tails, giving him a hundrod lashes, and he swore he
would kill him if ho ever stated to any one that he
was a frec man. From that time forward the man
says he did not communicate the fact from fear,
either that he was a frec man, or what his name
was, until the last summer. Il was kept in the
slave pen about ten days, when he, with others,
was taxen out of the pen in the night, by

P Beren, handeuffed and shackled, and taken

down the river by a steamboat, and then
to Richmond, where he with forty-cight others
was put on board the big Orleans. There
Burcn left them, The brig salled for New-Or-
leans, and on arriving there, before she was fas-
tened to the wharf, Tngoruirnus FrEEMaN, an-
other slave dealer, belonging in the city of Now.
Orlesns, and :vho in 1833 haa been a partner with
Buxcu in the slavo trade, came to the wharf and
reccived the slaves as they were landed, under tug
direction, This man was immediately taken hy
Freewax and shut up in his pen in that city. Ile
was taken sick with the small pox - immediately
after getting there, and was sent to a Ilospital
where he lay two or three weeks, When ho had
sufliciently recovered to leave the hospital, Fage-
MaN declined to sell him to any person in that
vicinity, and sold him to a Mr, Forp, who resided
in Rapides parish, in Louisiana, where he was
taken and lived a little more than a year, and
worked as a carpenter, working with Forp at that
business.

Torpd become involved and had to scll him. A
Mr. TisavT becamo the purchaser. Heina short
time sold him to Eowin Erres in Bayou Beout,
about one hundred aml' thirty miles from the
mouth of Red River, where leres has retained
him on a Cotton plantation since the year 1843,

To go a back & step in the narrative, the man
wrote a letter in June 1841 to Henry B NoaTa-
rop, of the State of New-York, dated and post
marked at New-Orleans, stating that he had been
kidnapped and was on board a vessel, but was un-
able to state what his destination was; but re-
questing Mr. N, to aid him in recovering his froc-
dom, if possible. Mr. N. was unable to do any-
thing in his behalf in consequence of not know.
ing where he had gone, and not being able to find
any trace of him. His place of residence re
mained vnknown until the month of September
1ast, when the following letter was recoived by his
friends :

Bayou Brour, August, 1853,
Mr. Wy, Pexy, or Mr, LEwis PARKER:

GznTLEMEN: It having been a long time since I have
scen or heard from you, and not knowing that you are
living, it is with uncertainty that [ write to you; but the
necessity of the ease must bo my excuse. Having been
born free just across the river from you, lam certain
you must know me ; and I ara here now a slave. I wish
you to ohtain free papers for me, and forward them to
mg at Marksville, La., Parish of Avovelles, and ablize

Yours, SOLOMON NORTHROP.

On receiving the above letter, Mr. N. applied to
Governor Hunr, of New-York, for such authority
as was necessary for him to proceed to Louisiana,
as an agent to procurs the liberation of Soronox,
Proof ot his freedom was furnished to Governor
Hunr. by aflidavits of several gentlemen, General
CLARKE among others. Accordingly, in pursuance
of the laws of New-York, Hanry B. NorTHRor
was constituted an agent to take such steps, by
procuting evidence, retaining counsel, &c., as
wiere necessary to secure the freedom of Soromos.
and to execute all the duties of his agency. e
left Sandy Hill, in Now-York, on the lith of
Decembeor last, and came to tho city of Washing-
ton, and stated the facts of the case to Hon,
PiERRE SouLE, of Louisiana ; Hon. Mr. Cosrany
Sccretary of War, from New-Orleans, and Judge
NeLsoN, of the Supreme Court of the United
States, and other gentlemen. They furnished
Mr. N. with etrong letters to gentlemen residing
in Louisiana, urging their assistance in accom-
plishing the object of restoring the man to ‘free-
dom,

From Washington, Mr. N. went, by the
way of Pittsburg and the Ohio and Missis-
sippi rivers, to the mouth of the Red River,
and thence up that river to Marksville, in
the parish of Avoyelles, where he employ-
ed Hon. Joun P. Wappire, an eminent law-
yer of that place, and consulted with him as
to the best means of finding and obtaining pos-
session of the man. He soon ascertained there
was no such man at Markesville, nor in that vicin-
ity. Bayou Beouf, the place where the letter was
dated, was twenty-three miles distant, at its near.
est point, and is seventy miles in length,- For
reasons which it is unnecessary to give, the very
providential manner in which the residence of the
man was ascertained, cannot now be given, al.

though the circumstances would add much to the

interest of the narrative. But he was found with-
out great difficulty, and legal proceedings com-
menced. A process was placed in the hands of a
Sheriff, directing him to proceed to Bayou Beouf
and take the colored man into his prssession, and
wait the order of the Court in regard to his right
to freedom. The next day, the owner, with his
counsel, came to Marksville and called upon Mr.
N., who exhibited to them the commission which
he had received from the Governor of New-York,
and the evidence in his possession relating to the
man’s being a free citizen of New-York.

Erprs’ counsel, after examining it, stated to
his client, that the evidencoe was amole and satis-
factory ; that it was perfectly useless to litigate
the questinn further, and advised him by all means
to deliver the colored man up, in order that he
might be carried back to the State of New-York,
in pursusnce of the Governor's requisition. An
article was drawn up between the claimant and
Mr. NorTnrur, the counsel for the colored man,
and recorded in accordance with the laws of the
place, showing that the colored man was free.
Having settled everything satisfactonly, the agent
and the rescued man started for New-Orleans on
the 4th of January instant, and on arriving there.
traced the titles of the colored man from Tisaur
to Eppes, from Lorp to Tipaur, and from FREE-
1AN to Forp—all the titles being recorded in the
proper books kept for that purpose.

Having traced the titles back as far as possible
in New-Orleans, the party then proceedsd to the
City of Washington. where Birciu lived ; and on
making inquiry, found who was the keeper of the
slave pen in that City 1n 1841 ; and also ascertain-
ed from the keeper, uporfthe cuolored man (Sovro-
Non N.,) being pointed out to him—that he was
placed in that pen in the 8pring of 1841, and then
kept for a short period by Bukcn.

Immediately upon thereceipt of this information,
complsint was made before the Police of Wash-
ington against Buken, for Ridnapping and selling
into :Javery this free colored man. The warrant
ter his arrest was issued on the 17th instant by
Jurtice Goppakp, and returned before Justice
MaxsgLL. Burcen was arrested and held to bail
in the sum of $3,000, SugKeLs, a slave-trador of
seventeen years standing, going his bail.

It is but justice to say that the authorities of
Avoyelles, and indeed at New-Orleans, rendered
all the assistange in their power to secure the es-
tablishment of the freedom of this unfortunate
man, who had been suatched 8o villainously trom
the land of freedom, and compelled to underg)
suflerings almost inconceivable in this land of
beathenism, where slavery exists with foatures
more revolting than those described in ¢ Uncle
Tom's Cabin.”

On the 18th instant, at 10 o’clock, both parties
apprared before the magistrate. Senator Cuasg
from Oh1o,Gen, CLark and Heney B, NogrTieur,
being counsel for the plaintitf, and J. H. Braprey
for the defendant. Gen. Crark and K H. Nortu.
kruUr, who wore swurn as witnesses on the part of
the presecution, mi.d established the foregoing
facts : On the part of the defendant, BaNJaMIN
Sneksrs and B. A. Tnorn were sworn, The
prosecution offered the colored man who hud been
kidnapped, as a2 witnoss on tho purt of the prose-
cution, but it was objected tn, and tho Court de-
cided that it was inadmissable, The cvidance of
this colored man was absolutely necessary to
prove 8 n o facts on tho part of the prosccution,
as he a'o1 e was cognizant of them,

Mr. 8nExrLs, who had been, as bsfore-stated
a slave trader in the City ef Washtngton seven-
teen years, testified that some ten or twelve years
ago he was keeping public house in this city ,
that Burcn boarded at the house and carried on
the business of buying and selling slaves;
that in that year, two white men came into hia
barreom and stated that they had a slave for sale.
Mr. BukcH immediately entered into a negotia-
tion for his purchsae. The white men stated
that they were from Georgia; had brought the
negro with them from that State, and wished to
scll him to be carried back to that State; that the
negro expressed a willingness to be sold in order
to return to Georgia; SugkeLs, however, was
unable to state the names of either of the white
men, or the name of the colored man; was un.
acquainted with either of them previous to that
time, and had never seen either since that trans.
actinn; that he saw them execute a bill of sale
to Buren, saw Burci pay him $625 and take
the bill of sale, and that he read that bill, but could
not tell who was the vendor nor who was the per-
son 80ld, as appeared by tho bill of sale,

Mr. TnorN was next called npon the stand, and
testified that he was in this tavern in the Spring
of the year 1841, and saw a white man negotiating
a trade with Borou for a colored man; but
whether this was the colored man or not, he
could not tell—for he never saw cither white man
or colored man but that once, and did not know
whether or not Bukon bought and paid for him.

Burcen himself was next offered as a witnossin
his own behalf, to prove tho loss of the bill of
sale. His evidence was objected to by the prose-
cution, hut wasallowed by the Court. He testified
that he had the bill of sale and had lost it, and did
not know what had become of it. The counsel
for the prosecution requested the Court te send a
police officer to bring the books of Burcit, con-
taining his bills of sales of negroos for the year
1841 and previous years. They were fortunately
procured, but no bill of sale was found of this
colored man by any name. Upon this positiva
evidence that the man had been in the possession
of BurcH and that he had been in slavery for a
period of more than eleven yoars, the Court de-
cided that the testimony of the slave trader estab-
lished the fact that BurcH came honestly by him,
and consequently discharged the defendaut. 'The
counsel for the defendant had drawn up, before
the defendant was discharged, an aflidavit signed
by BurcH, and had a warrant out against tho
colored man, for a conspiracy with the two white
men before referred to, to defraud Burcu out of
625, Tho warrant was served, and the
colored man arrested and brought before
Officer GopparRD. BourcH and his witnesses ap-
peared in Court, and H. B. Norraror appeared
as counsel for the colored man, stating that he
was ready to proceed as counsel on the part of the
defendant, and asking no delay whatever. Burcy,
after consulting privately for a short time with
SHEXELS, stated to the Magistrate that he wished
bim to dismiss the complaint, as he would not
proceed further with it. Defendant’s counsol
stated to the Maglstrate that, if the complaint was
withdrawn, it must be withdrawn ‘without the re-
quest or consent of the defendant. Bukcn then
asked the Magistrate to let him have the complaint
and the warrant, and he took them, The counsel
for the defendant objected to his receiving them,
and insisted that they should remain as a part of
the records of the Court, and that the Court should
indorse the proceedings which had been had un.
der the process, Burch delivered them wp, and-
the Court rendered a judgment of discontinuance
by the request of the prosecutor, and filed it inhis
office. o ’

The condition of this colored man during the

nine years that he was in the handsof Epees, was |
of a character nearly approaching that described
by Mrs. Stowg, as the condition of ** Uncle
Tom ” while in that region. During that whole
period his hut contained neither a floor, nora
chair, nor a bed, nor a mattrass, nor anything for
him to lie upon except a board absut twelve inch-
es wide, with a block of wood for his pillow, ani
with asingle blanket to cover him, while the
walls of his hut did not by any means protect him
from the inclemency of the weather, He was
sometimes compelled to perform acts revolting to
bumaniiy, and outrageous in the highest degree,
On one occasion, a colored girl belonging to
Erree, about 17 years of age, went one Sunday
without the permission of her master, to the near-
est plantation, about half a mile distant, to visit
arnother colored girl of her acquaintance, She re-
turned in the course of two or three hours, and
for that offer.ce she was called up for punisnment,
which SoromoN was required to inflict. Erres
compelled him to drive four stakes into the ground
at such distances that the hands and ancles
of the girl might be tied to them, as
she lay with her face upon the ground ;
and having thus fastened her down, he compelled
him while standing by himself, to inflict ene hun-
died lashes upon her bare flesh, sho beingstripped
paked, Having inflicted the hundred blows,
Sovomon refused to procecd any further, Errgs
tried to compel him to go on, but he absolutely set
him at defiance and refused to murder the girl.
[:ppRs then seized the whip aud applied it until he
was too weary to continue it. Blood flowed from
her neck to her feet, and in this condition she
was compelled the next day to go into the field to
work as a field hand. She bears the marks still
upon her hody, although the punishment was 1n-
fhcted four years ago.

When Solemon was ahout to leave, under the
care of Mr. NonThRup, this girl came from be-
hind her but, unseen by her master, and throwing
her arms around the neck of Soroson congratu.
lated him on his escape from slavery, and his re-
turn to his family, at the same time in langusge
of despair exclaiming, * But, Oh, God! what will
become of me "

These statements regarding tho condition of
SorLomoN while with Eppes, and the punishment
and brutsl treatment of the colored girls, are taken
from SovLomon himse!f. [t has been stated that
the noarest. plantation was distant from that of
Errss a hult mile, and of course there could be
no mterterence on the part of neighbors in any
punishment however cruel, or however well dis-
posed to interfere they might be.

By the laws of Louisiana no man cau be pun
i~hed there for having sold SorovoN into slavery
wrongfully, because more than two years had
elapsed since he was sold ; and no recovery can
be kad for his services, because he was bought
without the knowledye that he was a freo citizen.




