—ﬁXEGUTlOAPQF—DR—K[NMAIP
"FOR STEALING A NEGRO

Famons Oase In Lsurena County Bouth Oarolina, When White
Man Was Hanged in 1854, Charged ‘With Negro-Stealing—

Last Legal Bxecuﬁon ot ‘White Man in That O\mnty——dmiga
0'Neal Presid

t Ereat “Land Pirate,"~as the notorious
eontains an interesting account of the | John A. Murrell used to be called—
‘conviction aad exetution of 2 white | mads repeated sales of the same negro.
masn,> Dr. " W +i He, or his, with him, would
Laugens for negro ueanu In 1854, sell the stolén negro at a certain place,

. Sometime in the springgbr summier secretly give him 4 pass with lnstruc-
of 1853 Dr, Thomas W. Kinman -was . tions to meet him at another polnt, a
Brought ‘here from Greenville county, few .days later, Where the hegro would
(then district) § prisoner, and lodged be #old again, signing of course a fic
fo jall charged with- capital felony, in titious name to the pass. These sales
het he had stolen and carried away & Wwere repeated several times, a pass
._certain negro, the property of & cltizen being glven in each Instance. "And it
of Laurens district. was these passes that betrayed him,

A few days after his tmprisonment, and finally broke the neck of the ac~
Kinman was admitted to bail under a cused,
an tha

*The Laurens Herald, Laurens, 8. C.

ifruesome anldent oceurred:  As Xin-

man was being conveyed from the jail

to the gallows, the writer was standing

n the sidewalk in front of a store on

t-Bround now occupled by the People’s
ha

8 ke pissed,

approaching term of court for trial. The against Klnma.n was from Alabama,.
-wesstons—court at-that-time-was-held: and=was-onc-of-the-unfortunate purs
only twice a_year—March and October. chasers of the stolen Tiegra=but like

One Bunday evening betore the op- other- un!ormmto purcmueru, was not
ening of the Octaber | 28 .able to

sitting on a seat with Lhe ariver ‘of &

two-horse wagon, his coffin, which -he-

was soon to fill, JustIn the rear-of him.

The negro, for whom e Was goon to Be
t

ice,

The

Kimnan ¥
promptly in atten stopping 8t from whom o bougm the negro.
Dest

TTTot Runior a.nunu L5 %he: Ath rocure,

ame

llduwam (not ten stops lr\‘ml the- wri-

th P
aaw ‘him for the first time. He Was & were signed with the ncnﬂous signa-
man of rather fine personal appearance, (ure of “J. H. Smith," except one of
__.—quite six_feet in_helgat, florld < 1! walch 3 M.

o on the doomed culprit:
It wes suspected- that Kinman.was|
assoclated with, and one of & clan

a8 _to_steal both ne-

{on, withl ught or sandy hur. a man of Srnlth' Why- this change of initlaly
s34, from “J.H." to“J. M." should have been
-taken by the prosecution as a suspic-

eble prcpeﬂy \n land and nu’mu. lnd

high! th

“TOUS CIFCUMBERNCE Wi TOT apparent at |t
" n e

groes nnd horaen and run them off, the
headquarters of which wns Just across
the line of Laurens in. Greeaville dis<
et Bl e suBpteiom——

Notwiuuundm‘ these facts, And the were proven to have been wrltllan by
“ gravity of the charges egalns! him, the the same hand; and witnesses familiar
Gase had excited little or no Interest with Kinman's handwriting swore that
wotll he went to jall Monday morning all three of the passes were written by
‘of court; and even then, no one seemed him. This nemad to “pin the basket*
orthink that he would be. ‘convicted and against the' defendant, and was the

, a8, under the law of South ptate's case. It is not at

-A moment before the death trap was,

prung, Kinman was asked by spirttust-
dviser, (Rev. David Wills) who went
m the scaftold with him and offered
yrayer for him, whether or not he was
rullty~—that it wes & duty he owed his
amily, himself and his friends to make

lina at ‘that time, no other penalty this raptool time ‘whether the defense
ttached to the crime of negro-tealing litroduced, any evidenc
“Laglightly differént now. none was offered, though the prisoner
i Tiera was very little direct o7 bosl- was badly defended by (he late Hon.
#ive proof against Kinman—nearly all Charles P. Sullivan, one of the ablest
circumstantial, but the cirmustantial lawyers of the Laurens bar, at that
evidence proved, In the end. damaging time justly ranking ae one of the ablest
and fatal, as will be seen later on.’ in the state. -
T It developed, In course of the trial.  Ths case was tried befo
“that Kinman paseed through this place (Neadl, who was then a clrc::t sJu“d?:
.in’possession of & new, light two-horie gng betord his elevation to the court of
©Oox _and Gower wagon, the cgver of gppegls. Jacob P. Reed, an able prose-

. whith was tightly drawn by StrOME cuting. officer, was the, solfcl
3 tor.  The
‘oonl- at front, rear .and -sldes, cngrge of Ju O'N
‘§0-that no one could see its interor. mcr JF Judge ONeall noweved, was

stronger against the prisoner,
and had more influence with the jury
‘m even the very able speech of the |
%ot & presfding Judge
was permltlod to charge on fact, ar on
evidence, ‘a8 well &5 on the law._(And
ft might de as well, or perhaps better;
it former prerogative was In vogue now.)’
Judge O'Neall was thoroughly convinc-
ed of the prisoner's gulit, and the jury
saw i, which doubtless materially aid-
ed them in arriving at a quick agree-
. ment;. returning, aa they did, “within

<Zolth-the fatal-}

‘Witnesses testified that the same
seription of man and wagon crossed the
ver at Swanseys FOITy.
i:Another witness, & citizen of the
“town '6f Abbeville, testified that the
ddentically described man and- wagon
‘passed ‘through that place. It xo hap-
pened that the Abbeville witness want-
o4 Just such & wagon as the defendant
Sad, wanted it ut onde, and offered to
pay & much larger sum for jt than the
_ueual-tost of vehicles of that size, but

was forbldd,
7 when e attempted to do eo.

- as charg
This} ed, the only expiation of which was

he as his last on
«rth, and sald to him: “Kinmaen, are
;ou gullty or innocént?’ Hls reply
¥as, “Quilty only in part” These were
als last words, and as the signal hand-
cerchief dropped trom his nervy hand
1nd futtered’ slowly to the ground, he
wos lasunched Into eternity. He was
publicly hanged the latter part of Sep-
tember, 1864, public execution then
seing the law or custom, and the crowd
in attendance was fmmense, some of
hem from adjoining districts.

His laconic reply as to his guilt in-
1icated that if he did belong t6°a thiev-T|
ng clan, he was true to it. He divuiged
othing save as to himself, and ittle of
that, even. wnm-nu was not’only &
Ly one:

*The stolen negra was Nmad by. the.
late Dr. Melmoth Hunter, who, after
the negro had been sold” several tiraes'
in Georgla; and Alabs
recovered his property-and ‘the slave
was brought back. The nogro was
fine looking fellow,. full alx -feet in’
hetght, snd as-theprice of négroes rat-|
[Fed-then;" woul
elghteen hunt ollars,

| marts of New Orleans or Memphis.

bh TWE _THEre Were no
|-degrees-or-modifications—fn—thos
lor the crime of negro stealing. - .
mong other things in the course Df
Judgc O’Neall's charge hs told the jury,
he himselt the

picfon of the witness, and he 5o teati-
fiad; ideitifying Kinman es the man
1

firmly belleved, though not proven, that

- #a14 negro was secreted in sald wagon.
It transpired frofn the evidence that

. 'Kinman adopted the scheme of the

fact,—

That while there was really no posl:
tvg proot of théft ngainst the prisoner
~—that it was mainly circumstantial, an

g AR
Wrkter Jeft here on his way to’ Abbe-
ville, vh Newberry, -at which ‘point
Judge O°Neall "boarded "thie train-and
took'a =eat just’in front of the former,
of whom the judge immediately. in-
quired whether Kinman had been
hanged the day before? Being answer-
ed in the affirmative, he remarked, sub-"

ohaln of evi:
dence all going, tq estabilsh g fact,-was.|.¥8:
_oftentimea_botfer and sater than even |
sworn evidence, as witnesses do soine-
times, and 100 often, swear fatasly.

as follows: .‘That poor man
uled -betore me. 1 was convinced

[ that g
mrﬂ .

TUNt-Euffer—the_penalty
The law may seem stern, but our, pe:
1 "

"WHSR the werdlct of the Jury was
“EIMoUTCEd M
for_a new trial, ihich—being denied-|
gave notice of appeal and carried the
case to the appeal court, which body

“SulttvaR mEdE metloH |~

sustained the action or verdiot of the |wwms

lower court, and the sentence of death
was pronounced upon.the defendant.
Mr, Sullivan fought the case “with' his

and unless the writer's memory fs at
fauh, succeeded In getting It before the
appeal court more than once, but with
the same result, Yet he did succesd In
[@efting two Tespltés -for hls client but
upon what ground-{F-not-remembered:—

-'When el hope: was abandoned, Kin-'
man set about trylng to get his liberty-
hy breaking Jail.

Some weeks before

Feome—way -to— g1

[1éng key hole saw and a rope. With
these tools he went to work energeti-
cally, not being shackied, and came

Pvety near cutting his way out; but un-
fortunately for him the -sheriff, who
slept in the jatl, was awakeied by -the
nolss, late at night, and thwarted the
attmpf Iﬂ escape.

T
bold in his efforts. The aheriff (the

Ly ave o
hours,-or leas, but for the timely dis-

covery on his part. It was supposed
that the prisoner's fatthful wife, who
had been permitted to visit him & few
weelts previously, had convesed the
means.of escape to tho prisoner's cell,
concealed In hor clothing. The pris-
oner's effort to ascapa was detected and
Jareated tess than-a- week before the




