Explaining Liberation Theology

STEPHEN B. SCHARPER

NewS ?\(Aoilégirrﬂs (1857-Current file); Dec 2, 1984; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New Y ork Times (1851 - 2005)
Pg.

the poor,” the priority of
labor over capital and the so-
cial sinfulness of ‘‘unfet-
tered” capitalism (*‘The
Case Against Liberation The-
ology,”” Oct. 21).

Yet the fundamental prob-
lem with Mr. Novak's assess-
ment is that he has failed to
grasp the foundation of liber-
ation theology, which is, es-
sentially, a commitmenttoa
world striving for justice,
peace and compassion — at-
tributes of the kingdom prom-
ised in the Gospel. For many
liberation theologians, this
commitment has led to police
harassment, exile, threats
and evendeath.

Jiirgen Moltmann, the
noted German political
theologian, has observed that
those who read the Bibleina
comfortable study aftera
solid meal read it differently
than do those whoread in
shacks on empty stomachs.

Mr. Novak, from his study,
writes theology in support of
the American corporation
and a construct he calls
‘democratic capitalism.”
Most liberation theologians
live among the poor, and read
the Scriptures through their

eyes.
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Pope John Paul II, rather
than constructing “‘a case .
against liberation theology,””
as Michael Novak states, has
publicly endorsed several of
its major tenets, including
‘“‘the preferential option for
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