Cuban Attache at U, N, Shot Dead
On Roadway in Queens by a Sniper
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An attaché with the Cuban mission to
the United Nations was shot and killed
from ambush last night as he drove his
pclh;amminm

Callers to news organizations later

responsibifity on behalt of

an anti-Castro terrorist organi-

and ane caller sald that the Cuban

Ambassador to the United Nations, Raul
Roa, would “benext.”

‘The victim, Felix Garcla Rodriguez,
who was in his 30’s and lived at the Cuban
Mission at 38th Street and Ave-
nue, was slain with a single bullet that
struck the left side of his head at 6:30
P.M. as he drove west on service roed of
Queens Boulevard at 38th Street in Wood-
side, the police said.

Mr. Garcia slumped over the wheel of
his brown, 1979 Pontiac Grand Safari sta-
tion wagon, which swerved into a Texaco
service station and slammed into a blue
Volkswagen that was pulling out of the
station. One person was reported injured
in the collision.

A witness who had been riding directly
behind the victim on & moped told the po-
lice that he had seen no cars pass the
attaché’s car and no passengers in his
vehicle, which carried diplomatic plates.

The police said the victim probably

Minutes after the shooting, an anony-
mous caller with a Hispanic accent told
the Associated Press of the assassination
in a qua voice. ‘“He’s a Commu-
nist,” said . *“The next will be
Raul Roa,’’ he added, and took the time to
spell Mr. Roa’sname. .

Another caller told United Press Inter-
national: “‘Omega 7 commaridos are re-
spousible for the execution of a Guban
delegate to the U.N.”” The caller added,
“We intend to continue to eliminate all
these traitors from the face of the earth
and we are going to continue on executing
all these people who are responsible’’ for
conditions in Cuba.

Mr. Garcia, who was listed as the 20th
ranking diplomat at the Cuban Mission;
performed administrative duties for the
most part. He had been in Queens to visit

By ROBERT D. McFADDEN

a friend and was returning to Manhattan
when shot.

Chief of Detectives James T. Sullivan
sald at a news conference last night that
the fatal shot had struck the victim's left
shoulder and then entered the side of his
head, apparently killing him at once.

At the Cuban Mission last night, there
were no apparemt indications of in-

creased security, although the police said

they would provide whatever manpower
the Cuban officials requested.

Sgt. James Weadrock said outside the
mission that he had instructed police pa-
g:gblsntheamm be on the lookout for

On March 23, a plastic explosive device
was planted near the car of Mr. Roa in
front of his residence at 51 East 8ist
Street, but the Ambassador was not in-
jured. One of his guards found the device,

a shoebox wrapped with electrical tape,
and the police bomb squad deactivated it.

Omega 7 claimed responsibility for
planﬂngthatbombandhasbembgmed
for more than a dozen bombings in the
metropaolitan area since 1973, as well as
for the assassination of Eulalio Jose Ne-
grin, a refugee leader shot to death in
Union City, N.J., last Nov. 25.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation
said last March that the Omega 7 group
was being regarded as the most
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F.B.I. Says Murder of Diplomat

May Mark Shift

BySELWYN RAAB

A Federal Bureau of Investigation offi-
clal said yesterday that the slaying of an
aide to the Cuban Mission at the United
Nations might sjgnal a change in tactics
of an anti-Castro ‘terrorist group operat-
ing here. He said that the killing might
suggest a shift by the group, Omega 7,
.from bombing buildings to murdering in-
dividuals.

“We. had indications some months
ago,” said the official, Kenneth B. wal-
ton, the deputy assistant director of the
F.B.1.’s New York office, *‘that the bomb-
ings may stop and other activities may
accelerate. The other activities were to
start killing people.*’

Mr. Walton’s comments came as Fed-
eral and city investigators said they had
failed to find ““a strong lead”’ or witness
to the assassination of the Cuban, who
was gunned down as he drove his car
early Thursday evening along a busy
street in Queens,

As city police officials and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation said they had
made little progress in the first day of the
investigation, Cuba demanded that the
United States provide better protection
for its diplomats. And Donald F.
McHenry, the United States delegate to

in Terror Tactics

the United Nations, called the murder ‘“‘a
stainon the United States."

Mayor Koch met yesterday with the
head of the Cuban mission to the U.N,,
Dr. Raul Roa-Kourj, to express his “‘out-
rage” at the fatal ambush shooting of the
41.year-old attache, Féliz Garcia-Rodri-
guez. Mr. Koch promised increased po-
lice protection for the Cuban delegation.

A $33,000 Reward Offered

The city and the Federal Government
also offered combined rewards of $35,000
for information leading to the conviction
of the killer or killers who are believed to
be members of the anti-Castro terrarist
organization Omega 7. In statements sent
to news organizations, Omega 7 has de-
scribed itself as an anti-Communist or-
ganization that wants to overthrow the
Government of President of Fidel Castro.

Despite assurances from city officials
of stonger security for the Cuban diplo-
matic corps, Radio Havana said that the
United States had taken inadequate
measures to stop Omega 7. Tass, the offi-
cial Soviet press agency, said that the
murder had occurred with “the full con-
nivance’’ of United States authorities. .

Although Mr. Garcia was officially
listed by the Cuban Government as an at-
tache, fellow employees, who asked to be
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unidentified, said his duties were mainly
that of a chauffeur and a messenger.
Although diplomats at the United Na-
tions suspect that many members of the
Cuban mission are engaged in intelli-
activies, Kenneth B. Walton, an
F.B.L official, and Chief Sullivan said
yesterday that they had no information
that Mr. Garcia had been involved in in-
telligence activities. They also denied a
blished report that Mr. Garcia might
ve been linked to illegal trade in drugs.
Asked at a news conference, whether
Mr. Garcia was an intelligence officer,
Chief Sullivan replied, “We don’t have
any information that he was in intelli-

gence, Our is that he did
some ¢:lnmfteurtl;|ig’i :’r‘ork andlwas often
sent toairports up people.

Chief Sullivan said investigators had
located four “‘ear witnesses’” but no eye
witnesses to the slaying of Mr.Garcia as
he drove alone in a station wagon on the
10-lane Queens Boulevard at 58th Street
in Woodside about 6:25 P.M. on Thurs-

day.
) ° ‘NoStrong Leads’

. “At this t, we bave no strong
Ieads,* Chief Sullivan said at a joint news
conference with- Mr. Walton. *It was
warm, it was early evening and we be-
lieve there may have been people out who
saw the shooting,’’ Chief Sullivan added.

. “This investigation is not a matter of
following footprints in the snow,”” Mr.

witnesses and hard intelligence work."

Mr. Garcia was struck in the Jeft tem-
ple and the left side of his neck, Dr. Elliot
M. Gross, the City’s chief medical ex.
aminer, said last night after completing
an autopsy.. He was not shot at close
range, Dr. Gross added.
car o y, CO
with another vehicle that was leaving a

e station. )

Chief Sullivan and Mr. Walton said
-they were convinced Omega 7 arranged
the killing, mainly because the group
claimed responsiblity for the murder by
calling news organizations before the
death of Mr. Garcia was reported on
radio and television.

Co-Workers Describe Victim

According to employees at the Cuban
mission at Lexington Avenue and 38th
Street, Mr. Garcia was divorced and
childless. ‘*“He was an outgoing fellow, the
life of the mission,’” an employee said.

Almost all of the Cuban employees at
the mission are listed as attachés even
though they may not perform diplomatic
functions according to employees at the
United Nations. The diplomatic status
provides immunity for them in the event
of anarrest.

Chief Sullivan said that Cuban officials
were co-operating with detectives and
F.B.1. agents and that investigators had
been able to trace Mr. Garcia’s where-
abouts untfl about 3:30 P,M., Thursday,
three hours before he was ambushed.
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Detectives, Chief Sullivan said, learned
that in the afternoon he had been in a
gasoline station and another business in
the Woodside area. Mr. Garcia, detec.
tives believe, was returning to the Cuban

.mission for dinner at the time of the

shooting, S
The police said they had been told by
‘Cuban representantives that Mr. Garcia

.often drove diplomats and employees

through Queens going to and from John
F. Kennedy and LaGuardia Airports. Mr
Walton said it was uncertain if Mr. Gar-
cia had been stalked or was “'a victim of

opportunity.”

Although detectives said they were un-
able to trace Mr. Garcia’s movements
after about 3:30 P.M., an employee at the
Cuban mission said he saw Mr. Garcia
there about 5 P.M. The employee, who
uiked for anonymity, said Mr. Garcia
told him he was going to visit a friend in
Queens for dinner.

The police said that the rear plate of
Mr. Garcia’s car were bent an both ends
— ina U shape —leading detectives to be-
lieve the car, which had dipomatic plates,
had been marked in this way so that the
killers could identify it. Emrlayees atthe
mission said the diplmatic license plates
on Mr, Garcia’s car should not have been

bent.

Chief Sullivan said the killers were ei-
therin a or moving car next to
Mr. Garcia’s maroon 1979 Pontiac station

Miguel Alvarez, the second secretary
the mission, said mission membeis

“An d.Hm[dM:tG?rd sa]me time very,
very sad. He [Mr. a] was very
gthechﬂdml!eusedtowantor m

-3

City, N.J., of Eulalio José Negrin, a
guug:n exile who was organizing trips to

The Investigative Force

* Chief Sullivan and Mr. Walton empha-
sized that for the last four months, 22
F.B.1. agents and city detectives had
been working full time in a joint task
force in an attempt to track down Omega
7 members. They said at least 20 other
agents and detectives had been assigned
to the Garcia murder case. .
F.B.1. officials sald Omega 7 might
have as few as seven members, although
the organization’s actual size is unknown.
The. F.B.1. also is uncerrtain what the
name, Omega 7, signifies. '
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