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. New York, N.Y. - A suit· 
case on its way to the belly of 
an airliner carrying 157 peo· 
pIe blew up and two New 
Jersey buildings. were 
bombed in what was alleged­
ly a new terrorist assault by 
anti-Castro Cubans. 

The blasts Sunday night 
were the responsibility of an 
anti-Castro group known as 
Omega 7, according to a tele­
phone call received by the 
Associated Press. The male 
caUer, speaking with a Span­
ish accent, promised that 
"similar actions will contin­
ue." 

Police said a bag contain­
ing at least three sticks of 
dynamite exploded in the 
Trans World Airlines bag­
gage area at Kennedy Airport 
at 8:48 p.m. The suitcase was 
among luggage that workers 
were preparing to take to 
TWA Flight 17,.waiting fora 
flight to Los Angeles at 9 
p.m. . 

Four baggage handlers suf­
fered minor injuries from the 
blast, which police and air­
line officials said probably 
would have caused substan­
tial damage had it detonated 
inside the jet's baggage com· 
partment. 

Plane Delayed 5 Hours 
Witnesses said the explo­

siqn sent workers sprawling 
and that bags and clothing 
were strewn over the area. 
Part of an outside wall also 
was damaged. 

Passengers were evacuated 
from the plane as local and 
federal authorities searched 
for additional explosives and 
for the person who checked 
the bag onto the flight. Pas­
sengers reboarded and the 
plane left five hours late. 

Several calls warning of 
the bomb were received by 
various police agencies and 
TWA, . but all the calls came 
after the device had explode 
ed, prompting speculation 
that it triggered prematurely. 

"It was our intention to 
blow up the plane and not 
injure anyone," the caller to 
the AP said. 

About two hours later, the 
explosions in New Jersey 
damaged the offices of the 
New Jersey Cuban Program 
in Weehawken and the Elma· 
ceen Pharmacia in Union 
City. 

Windows were shattered 
within a block of the Wee­
hawken blast and the shock 
wave was felt for 25 blocks. 

Dynamite Deton_ted 
Union City police said a 

stick of dynamite apparently 
had been detonated near the 
Elmaceen Pharmacia, which 
had been bombed earlier this 
year. 

The three sites were at­
tacked because they were 
"operating in mutual agree­
ment with the tyranny of 
Fidel Castro," the caller said. 

TWA bas flown to Cuba, 
the Cuban Program is work­
ing to free political prisoners 

fifth column created by cas· 
tro in the Uilited S~tes to 
satisfy his ~ee41or Aaericu 
dollars." 

·'Similar actiott! wiD con­
tinue until we shut down this 
source of cub in the US," he 
said. 

Omega 7, a terrorist group 
of Cuban exiles, bas been ac­
tive in the New York area, 
most recently on Dec. 29. 
when it claimed responsibili­
ty for explosions that dam­
.aged the Cuban Mission to 
the United Nations anel Avery 
Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center. 


