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UNION CITY, N.J. ~ By all ac
counts; Jose Eulalio Negrin was an 
unlikely candidate for martyrdom. 

A demonstrative Cuban exile 
who was forever loudly espousing 
conspiracy theories about spy net
works and the drug trade, Negrin, 
38, was largely dismissed by local 
reporters as a "pest" - a quixotic 
political office-seeker and publicity 
hound who insisted on proclaiming 
himself a Jeader .in a community 
that refused to follow his lead. 

The pOlice chief in this congested, 
blue-collar town of 70,000, just 
across the Hudson ,River from mid
town Manhattan, thought him a 
"pain in the a- -," constantly de
manding protection from mysteri-

Union City, N.J., is "Little Havana on the Hudson," the capi
tal of a northern Cuban exile community estimated at 200,000. 
The Cuban National Movement and Omega 7, two terrorist orga
nizations, are active in Miami and New Jersey. Members of the 
Committee of 75, whose leaders include prominent Miami Cuban 
exiles, have been singled out as targets. The ~ommittee of 75 fa
vors a peaceful dialogue with Cuban Premier Fidel Castro. 

ous assassins but offering little smoked fat cigars and tooled 
proof that his life was in danger. around town in a battered Volks

wagen, lacked the stature to be tar
EVEN PEOPLE attuned to the geted for pOlitical,assassination. 

passionate nature of pOlitical debate At least they thought that until 
in the sizable U.S . community of Nov. 25. 
Cuban exiles thought that Negrin. a At 9:30 a.m. that Sunday, Negrin 
portly figure who wore cheap suits, was climbing into his car on a quiet 

residential street, his 12-year-Qld 
son seated on the passenger side, . 
when a second car pulled alongside 
and a burst of machine-gun fire 
erupted from it. One of the bullets 
passed through Negrin's neck -and 
killed him. . 

That evening, a man with a His
panic accent called the local offices 
of the Associated Press and United 
Press International to claim respon
sibility. for the kiIIing on behalf of 
Omega 7, a right-wing anti-Castro 
Cuban terrorist group. 

"We wiIl continue with these ex
ecutions until we have eliminated 
all of the traitors living in this 
country," the caller told AP. 

IN THE CUBAN community,_ 
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'Fifteen years ago, we used to be 
called freedom fighters. Now we're Castro 'Dialogue' Debate called terrorists. The only 
difference is that . .. we don't have 
the CIA behind us anymore.' 

- Armando SanlanaSparks Anger, Bloodshed .. 
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there was no doubt where that 
threat. was aimed. Negrin was a 
member of the Committee of 75, a 
group of priests, educators, profes· 
sionals and community activists 
(actually totaling . 140) who visited 
Cuba last fall to begin a "<IIalogue" 
with Fidei Castro. 

Castro has encouraged the effort 
and rewarded committee members 
by freeing political prisoners and 
making It easier for exiles In the 
United Sta,tes to visit their Cuban 
relatives. 

''The dialogue may not sound 
that ra<llcal to an Anglo-American 
looking at the situation from a dis
Interested position," said Robert 
Menendez, a young, second-genera" 
tlon Cuban who Is secreta~ of the 
local school board. "But from the 
position of people who were up
rooted by Castro and had to leave Orlando Letelier Carlos Muniz Jose Eulalio Negrintheir families behind, It Is a direct 
af·front." •.. Seplember 1976 .•. March 1979 ..• November 1979 

Although Castro has been In '-------------------------------___.________J 
power 20 years, most refugees stili 
steadfastly look to the day when his were also the professed work of'-<lr, a once-prominent official in 
regime will be toppled and Cuba Omega 7. 
will be "free," Menendez said. A local catholic priest who trav

eled to Cuba with Negrin and 
THE CO~ITTEE of 75 has been preached the virtue of the dialogue 

excoriated IQ the largely conserva- , to his congregants was hastily 
tlve exile press as a Castro propa- transferred to a non-Cuban parish 
ganda tool. In the eyes of the ex- last summer after terrorists made 
treme rI&ht, this currying favor .numerous threats on his life and 
with the detesled Castro regime Is threatened to blow up the parish 
more than wrongheaded. It Is trea-, IChool. 
son. Reacting to Negrin's murder, 

In March, Carlos Muniz, a young other members of the Committee of 
Cuban travel agent and left-wing 75 many of whom clalm to have re-
activist who arranged tours to ceived. death threats, have demand
Cuba, was gunned down from a .. ed poUce protection and criticized 
passing car while driving to his the FBI for not cracking down on 
mother's house In San Juan. , A their persecutors. 
group called Cero (Spanish for zero) "This Is a pattern of national 
took responslbUity for the kllUng. organized attacks against law-abld-

In the New York-New Jersey Ing citizens," Manuel Gomez, a 
area, Omega 7 has claimed respon- committee member, charged In 
~Ibillty for more than a dozen bom- New York the day ·atter Negrin's 
blngs In recent years, InclUding two murder. !'The leaders of the Cuban 
blasts this month. On Dec. 8, one of committee are being systematically 
the group's bombs shattered wln- assassinated." 
dows at the Cuban Mission to the 
United Nations. On Dec. 11, anoth THE CUBAN Group for Family 
er, more powerful bomb rocked the Reunification, a Miami-based orga-
Soylet Union's U.N. mission, Injur . nlzatlon that Negrin was affiUated 
Ing two occuparlts and four city p0- with, sent a cable to President Car
licemen and breaking windows ter demanding an exhaustive Inves
along the entire block. tigation and the jaiUng of the kill

The Soviets promptly registered ers. 
a strong protest with U.S. authori The FBI has Issued a blanket "no 
ties, criticizing the American gov comment" on the entire matter. 
ernment for exere1slng so 'Uttle con Investigators are said to believe 
trol over "reactionary terrorist or~ that Cero and Omega 7 represent 
ganlzatlons. " just a handful of terrorists who are 

Unked with the most extr.eme of the 
HERE IN Union City, the north right-wing political groups, the 

ern capital of the Cuban exile com Cuban National Movement (CNM). 
munity, bombs set off last winter in The CNM blasted Its way into na
Negrin's old office and at a shop tional prominence In 1976 when 
that ships medical supplies to Cuba three of Its members took part In 

the assassination of Orlando Leteli

Chile's Marxist Allende regime who 
was blown up In his car while driv
Ing In rush-hour traffic In Washing
ton. 

The CNM's "northern zone" has 
headquarters here in a shabby cin
derblock building with blacked-out 
windows. Reporters' knocks on the 
locked front door have gone unan
swered in the weeks since Negrin's 
shooting, but Armando Santana, 29, 
chief of the northern zone, respond
ed by telephone to a message. 

") DON'T agree with violence, 
but to me they Ithe Committee of 
751 are traitors," said Santsna, who 
served a prison term for a 1975 
bombing In New York. ''They de
serve the same th(ng that happened 
to Benedict Arnoid. I'd give the kHl
erB a meda!." 

(Arnold, who betrayed the Colo
nies during the American Revolu
tion, escaped to Britain and Canada, 
and· never was brought to justice.) 

The CNM recognizes that Castro 
Is too strong to be overthrown, but 
holds out hope for an eventual re
turn to Cuba, Santana said . Mean
whUe, It Is wilUng to take extreme 
measures to malntsln a solid, anti
castro front In the exile communi
ty. 
. "Fifteen years ago, we used to be 

called freedom fighters. Now we're 
called terrorists," Santana said: 
"The only <IIfference Is that Ameri
can foreign poUcy has changed. We 
don't have the CIA behind us any
more;" 

:rhey did not close the shops on 
BergenUne Avenue, the main shop
ping street af "Little Havana on the 
Hudson," the. day Jose Negrin was 
q uJetly burled. 

"TIDS 15 not a community where 
the Committee of 75 was wel
come," said PoUce Chief Herman 
Bolte. "UniOn City Is an anti-Castro 
city." 

Cubans searching for economic 
opportunity and freedom from a 
<IIfferent totalitarian regime - the 

dictatorship of Fulgenclo Batista 
first found their way to Union City 
in the early 19500. The .town was 
within easy commuting distance of 
the New York job market, and 
housing was relatively cheap. Cas
tro even lived here for a while dur
ing his exile. 

But the real Influx did not begin 
until the early 196Olj, when antl
castro refugees began heading 
north from overcrowded barrios In 
MiamI. They found a city that was 
clearly on the sklda - Its German 
and Italian Immigrant settlers mov
Ing out and no one yet moving In to 
replace them. 

..At that time we were In dire 
straits," said Bolte, a lifelong Union 
City resident of German ancestry. 
"Bergenllne Avenue was full of 
empty storefronts. The Cuban peo
ple - I give them a lot of credit. 
They are an Industrious, prosperous 
people. Now you can hardly find a 
space to rent." 

IT IS estimated that 60 per cent 
of Union City's 70,000 residents are 
Cuban, forming a nucleus for some 
200,000 Cubans spread out among I 

the New Jersey suburbs. (The en
tire exile community, Including 
some 350,000. Cubans In Miami, has 
been estimated at more thaD 
700,000.) 

While striving for security and 
prosp~rlty in the United States, the 
Cubans 'have maintained an Intense 
Interest In their homeland. But be
cause of the anti-castro consensus, 
Cuban pOlitics wus Dot considered a 
divisive Issue . 

TRAT ALL changed In Septem
ber, 1978, at tbe annual Cub8JI Mass 
in Union City's Jobn F. Kennedy. 
Stsdlum. 

The Rev. Andres Reyes. a young 
priest newly assigned to Holy Fami
ly Church, a venerated German par- . 
ish, stunned the audience during his 
homily by preaching the need to 
begin a <llalogue w.lth Castro to has
ten the release of political prison
ers. By the time he left the stadium. 

nationalists had gathered willi a 
loudspeaker In the parking IOt' ;to 
denounce his message. ., I 

But Reyes persisted In his Views 
and was Invited by the Castro gO)'
ernment, along with Negrin, W 
travel to Cuba that November with 
the Committee of 75. He went with 
the blessings of the archdiocese. 

Negrin, a fringe personality who· 
had run twice for local office and 
lost overwhelmingly, also was cata
pulted Into the limelight by his trip 
to Cuba. Through his New Jersey 
Cuban Program, a son of one-man 
service agency, he aided people try
ing to get their relatives out of pris
on and a:-ranlled return trips for ex
Iles anxious to see ,heir families. 

WlflLE FEW people publicly en
dorsed his efforts, many apparently 
worked quietly through him. The 
"dialogue" had considerable closet 
support among exile re.iatives anx· 
lous to help the friends and rela
tives they had left behind. 

"The community is really quite 
divided," said the Rev . Frank 
Malone, pastor of Holy Famlly I 
Church. "But the terrorists hay. put 
a lot of fear into people. People will I 
not speak out because of fear of re- , 
prlsals." . 

"I thought the murder would stir I 
the whole l/Iing up again," Malone , 
said. "But so far It basn't." 1 

Meanwhile, the police appear to ! 
be baffled. I 

"We're no further now than the 
day he was ahot," Chief Bolte said 


