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Introduction.

.
I HIS monograph treats of the topography, geology,
mineral wealth and soils of Nicaragua; it describes its
climate, and presents the details of its flora and fauna with
reference to their economic value; it displays the distribution
of Nicaraguan population according to race, wealth, com-
munities and social conditions; it ¢xamines the agricultural
development of the State including its live stock and forests;
and, finally, it recounts the most important features of its
commerce, industry, finance, and of its economic and political
conditions. )

It is made up of observations and studies pursued in 1897
and 1898, during seven and a half months of economic and
scientific explorations in Central America, and of facts gar-
nered with care from authoritative manuscripts, books and
official documents and publications. Respect has been shown
to the work of men of originality in research and thought,
and care has been taken to adherc closely to the original text
when cither quoting or translating.



The State of Nicaragua.

TOPOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY AND MINERAL WEALTH.

Nicaragua lies between 10° 45" and 15° 10’ north latitude,
and between £8° 11’ and 87° 38 west longitude from Green-
wich. This territory forms a regular triangle, with about
123,950 sq. km., or 40,000 sq. miles of surface. The Atlantic
coast line is 707 km. (or 442 miles) and the Pacific goast line
418 km. (or 261 miles) in length. For navigation purposes,
however, there are only 539 km. (or 337 miles) in the Atlantic
Ocecan and 335 (or 209 miles) in the Pacific. The boundary
line between it and Costa Rica runs along the San Juan
River as far as San Carlos, thence, but two miles distant
along the river course and around the southern shore of
- Nicaragua Lake to the Rio Sapoa, and from there to the
Bay of Salinas. Honduras lics on the north. Nicaragua
possesses a few islands in the Caribbean Sea and two small
ones in the Pacific.

Topographically Nicaragua is composed of the terrace-
lands of the north, of the low plains of the lakes with a dis-
tinct line of volcanoes, and of the mountain-lands of Managua,
Granada and Rivas between the lakes and the Pacific Ocean.
Scen from the Pacific, Nicaragua presents four distincts lines,
namely: the low coast, the mountain-ridge rising between that
coast and the lakes, which is also the water-shed between the
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Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, the linc of volcanoes, and the
Cordilleras los Andes in the distant east.

This description follows, for the most part, the manuscript
of Dr. Bruno Mierisch, a thoroughly educated scientist,
whose opinions are based on closely observed facts of ex-
tensive travel in Nicaragua for geological and mineralogical
purposes. A .

The terrace-lands of the north occupy about two-thirds
of Nicaragua. Towards the low plains of the lakes they end
abruptly, and their escarped face appears as a great mountain
wall with deep valleys cut through it. Towards the north
they shade off gradually into the mountains and platecaux of
Honduras. Towards the east they slope gently down to the
Atlantic coast, with a number of spurs lying between the
rivers.

These highlands are here simply the continuations of the
great Central-American Andes plateau, from which in Nica-
ragua in an earlier epoch a broad strip broke and went down
into the Pacific depths. The first step of the terrace-lands is in
the south—a broad strip of “llanos” about a thousand feet
above the level of the sea; in the west are the “llanos” of San
Lorenzo,+then the plains of San Isidro, Sébaco, Calabazo,
etc.; in the east are the highlands of Chontales. They do
not form a single plain, but are crossed here and there by low
ridges and hills, which separate them into a number of dis-
tricts. The southern limit of these lands is a low wall slop-
ing abruptly toward the low plains of the lakes, and forming
the so-called mountains of Chontales, Matagalpa and Nueva
Segovia, with an average height of 1,500 feet above the sea,
only surpassed by a few separate mountains, like the moun-
tain of Guisisil, whose summit reaches 4,000 feet.

Toward the north of thesc first terraces there are similar
dividing mountain-walls by which ascent is made to the
higher terraces. These mountain-ridges also rise abruptly,
but considerably higher from the “llanos” than the others do
from the lake plains. In Chontales they run parallel to the
southern line from El Castillo Viejo to La Libertad. Here
they take a northwest direction until they cross the Rio
Grande near the mouth of Olama, thence they go west be-
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tween Matagalpa and Jinotega, where they divide, one branch
going westward to Esteli, Pueblo Nuevo and Sotmoto Grande,
while the other trends northward toward Pantasma, follow-
ing the Coco River to its junction with the Borg.a and finally
making its way to Jalapa and Honduras. eleca

Between these two branches lie the “llanos” of Jinotega,
Esteli and Ocotal, having an average height of 3,000 feet.
Toward Honduras, as already stated, these. pliteaux mingle
with the highlands of that country. Toward the Atlantic
Ocean these mountain-ridges, called Cordilleras de los Andes,
and sometimes attaining a height from 4,000 to 6,000 feet,
descend gradually, forming secondary systems of ridges or
spurs which are the water-sheds between rivers. Such water-
sheds are to be found between the Teoma and Matagalpa
Rivers, between the Tedma and Coco, between the Rio
Grande and the Mico or Bluefields, and betweea this and the
Rama Inferior.

The ridge between the Teoma and Coco Rivers is an im-
portant mountain system called Pis-Pis, having an altitude
of about 1,000 feet above the sea, and recently known for the
gold found there.

From this point the following rivers take their origin
and flow in different directions, with lower water-sheds be-
tween, \r}j'l“me% the Bocay flowing toward the northwest, the
Rio \*'asp‘g}c towards north-northeast, the Rio Cuculaia
easterly, and the Prinzapolca with the Banbana to the south-
east. .

On these secondary ridges, which separate from the
Andes chain like ribs, there arc mountains of tertiary volcanic
origin, as, for instance, the Cerro de Trapiche and Cerro de
Musun (of andesite formation), in Matagalpa; and the moun-
tains of Salai and Hiyas (of andesite and basalt), in Prinza-
polca. Some mountains, as the Pefia Blanca in the northeast
of Jinctega, arc also apparently of recent volcanic origin, All
the castern mountains descend gently to the Atlantic coast.
A few chains of hills reach this ocean shore, like the Punta
Mico or Monkey Point, which forms an excellent sezport
about (o or 70 miles north of the proposed entrance of the
Nicaragua Canal.



As the lowlands of the Atlantic coast form a considerable
margin, all the great rivers are navigable by steamers for
a long distance, as the Rama or Bluefields, with a course
of 220 miles, as far as Rama; the Rio Grande, with a course
of 280 miles, beyond the boundary of the Department of
Zelaya; the Prinzapolca as far as Yoya; the Cuculaia as
far as Ungui; the Waua River as far as Saw Mill; and the
Coco River, with a course of 350 miles, as far as Quisalala.
However, the rivers along the Atlantic coast silt up badly
and form bars at their mouths. The mouth of the Coco has
sometimes no more than three feet of water on the bar, those
of the Waua and of the Rio Grande six feet, and that of the
Bluefields twelve feet. Another obstacle to continuous navi-
gation in some rivers is the enormous fluctuation in the
volume of their waters, corresponding to the rainfalls :.nd
to the seasons.

The low plains of the lakes, the second great topograph-
ical division of Nicaragua, spread like a broad tongue be-
tween the Cordilleras and the Pacific coast range, and in-
<lude the eastern shore of the great lakes with a coatinua-
tion down the San Juan River to the Atlantic Ocean. They
are nearly flat with deep river valleys, and are separated into
two parts by a line of volcanoes. This remarkable line of
'separate volcanoes may have had its origin in the breaking, in
its entire length and about its central portion, of the immense
falling mass of land which was formerly a part of the Cen-
tral American Andes plateau, and in opening to volcanic
energy a way to the surface for tremendous eruptions.

This line of volcanoes commences in the Gulf of Fonseca,
which is a continuation of this remarkable region. It com-
prises the Coseguina, rising 3,835 feet above the sea, and which
in 1835 made an eruption covering with vclcanic dust an area
) of 1,500 miles, reaching as far as the Island of Jamaica; the
" ‘Chonco and the Viejo (6,266 feet high), which are in the De-
partment of Chinandega; the Santa Clara, Telica (4,100 feet),
‘Orota (2,68; feet) and Las Pilas (3,985 feet), all in the Depart-
ment of Leon; Asososca, Momotombo (6,121 feet), in the De-
partment of Managua, and active in 1852; Momotombito and
Masaya (2,972 feet), which was built up anew about a cen-
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tury «#go, and underwent a large eruption in 1858, int the De-
partrient of Masaya; Mombacho (4,588 feet), Zapatera (2,000
feet), in the Department of Granada; the Ometepe (5,350 feet),
whic!, in 1883, with a prolonged eruption of ashes and alkaline
salts. drove the inhabitants of Movogalpa from their homes;
and the Madera (4,190 feet), which, with Ometepe, forms an
island in the great lake, and is in the Department of Rivas.

In the opinion of Dr. Mierisch and others, the lakes of
Asososca, Nejapa, Tiscapa and Apoyo were once volcanoes.
The lavas, ashes and lapilli thrown out by the volcanocs filled
the grecat ocean bay, leaving two large flat basins to receive
the waters of the Lakes Managua and Nicaragua.

Toward the Pacific coast the volcanic energy was so
great as to form a high rampant, which compelled the waters
of these basins to find an outlet through the San Juan
River to the Atlantic Ocean. The entire plains of the lake

" region are covered with the products of this volcanic activity.
Their horizontal deposit is homogeneous and over 300 feet
deep, which means as high above the sea-level as Leon. This
fact proves that the entire lake region might have been,
although but for a short time, an ocean bay. The decom-
position of these varied volcanic deposits yields a dark sand
and magnetic iron.

On this erupted mass lives the larger part of the popula-
tion of Nicaragua. Here are situated most of the important vil-
lages, towns and cities. As all this volcanic matter is porous,
surface water speedily disappears but there are springs which
spring from water retained in lava beds. There are no peren-
nially flowing rivers on the side that faces the lakes of Mana-
gua and Granada.

The great lake of Nicaragua, about 110 miles long and
40 miles in average width, covers about 2,600 square miles,
and has a drainage basin of over 8,000 miles. Besides the
Ometepe and Zapatera there are in the lake a number of
smaller islands, of which the Solentiname group is the most
remarkable. Besides the Rio Irio from Costa Rica, and the
Tipitapa from the lake of Managua, only small rivers enter
the great lake. ’

The lake of Managua is about 24 feet above the great
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lake, and is about 30 miles long and 16 miles wide. Its most
important tributary is the Rio Viejo. There are also these
smaller lakes: Jilua, in the Chiltepe peninsula; th.- Tigre,
near the volcano of Asososca; and Mogotcpe, near the vol-
cano of Viejo.

The third great topographical division in Nicaragua, com-
prising the mountains of Managua, Granada and Rivas, com-
mences in the Sierra de Managua, separated from the Andes
by the lowlands of the Estero Real. The first range begins
southwest from Leon in the form of a low long ridge, which
increases in height as it runs southeasterly until high moun-
tains appear. The general direction of the Sierra de Managua
is from northwest to southeast. It descends to the lake
region abruptly, but toward the Pacific it slopes slowly down.
Near Diriamba this mountain chain reaches a height of 3,000
feet, but it descends from there to Rivas in such a way that
near the latter place it is only 152 feet. There it begins again
to rise gradually, passing over into the high mountains of
Costa Rica.

The character of this range is similar to that of the ter-
races of the Andes. It is, perhaps, more a tableland with an
abrupt descent to the interior, as it is a real mountain chain.
Its character is best displayed in the highlands of Jinotepe.
Its base is mostly covered with ashes and lapilli from the
volcanoes, brought here in part by the southwest trade-
winds. Toward the interior this erupted mass is so deep that
in no place, not even in artesian wells, has its peculiar geolog-
ical formation been studied.

‘It is different on the Pacific side where the scorize and
ashes are less deep, and where, in some places, the erosion of

. - . .
rivers and creeks has brought to light the geological forma-
tion. There these mountains are mostly composed of sedi-
mentary rocks, which goes to prove them to be the end of the
Andes tableland. The rocks are chiefly a white or gray lime-
stone containing shells. Besides there are clay slates, tufas of
melaphyre and of older basalt and andesite, as well as masses
of these last two rocks, which are found in the Andes, and
they correspond very well to the formations of the northern
terrace lands. Toward the lake no constant rivers flow, since
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the wa'er is absorbed by the scorie and ashes, as it is in the
plains of the lake. There are a large number, however, of
creeks and streams on the Pacific side, debouching gencrally
in swaimnps and in mangrove growths. \

The Pacific coast lands arc low. The water is deep close
to the shore, and neither shoals nor reefs make navigation
dangerous. But there is a constant heavy surf, called Tasco,
caused hy the swell of the Pacific Ocean,

There is between the Gulf of Fonseca and the Pacific
the pen'nsula that contains the volcano of Coseguina. Half
way betwcen the Punta of Coscguina and the Bay of Salinas
the Cape of Desolado is found. Northwest of this cape is the
harbor of Corinto, one of the best protected harbors on
the Pacific coast, very capacious, but partly overgrown with
mangrove trees. Southwest of it lies the port of San Juan del
Sur, a small but deep and safe harbor, as also the Bay of
Salinas, forming a nearly circular, beautiful, deep and exten-
sive port.

As for the mineralogical wealth of the district between
the lakes and the Pacific, it is important to state that there
is found excellent magnetic iron ore, with 48§ per cent. pure
iron. On the lake plains some lime occurs near Tipitapa,
the volcano of Las Pilas and ncar Chinandega. Thermal
springs are found on the Momotombo and sulphur springs
near Tipitapa. Alkaline waters cxist in the lagoons of Nejapa,
Apoyo and Jilua.

The terrace lands of the interior of Nicaragua bave a
skeleton of red porphyry and melaphyre with corresponding
tufas. The mountains and hills traversing the highlands are
generally lava, while the llanos are filled with tufas. These
tufas of varying colors are abundant and generally full of
large pieces of volcanic rocks, a fact which indicates the
tremendous activity of the volcanoes in former epochs. Vol-
canoes must have been very numerous in nearly the entire
continent, although to-day, after the lapse of millions of
years, no traces of them are found. This central portion of

“porphyry and melaphyre has on its cast and west borders sedi-
mentary rocks, . In the cast there is a large strip, running
from west to south, of silurian cluyi'sh and sericitic slates, of
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limestones, as well as of triassic sandstones and clays, and of
tertiary and also diluvial and alluvial formations. In the west
there are apparently no older slates, but there are sand:tones
and limestones of younger formation.

Along the first terrace and toward the lakes, in the abrupt
slopes of the bounding wall, the prophyry is largely crossed
by veins of quartz containing gold, especially where basalts
and andesites of the tertiary epoch have broken through.
Gold ores and gold dust have also been found in Nueva
Segovia, Prinzapolca, Matagalpa and Jinotega. In these
departments also other ores, such as silver, lead, copper, etc.,
have been discovered.

The followmg is a short list of the principal mining
districts:

1. Chomtales (especially around La Libettad)'

San Jmn do 1a Carided, B.Nlon n Miguel,
Los Angel llfornh and Con- El (hmon.
Ei Port uo, pelon El Escéndalo,
El Tope, Santa Elans. La Eameralda,
Ei J.nh, El Du&cho, El Cbhamorro,
Santa Fe, Santo Domingo, San Gregorio.
Boaco:
Benjamin Quiroz, Manuel Saballos.
2. Matagalpas
Ban Benito La Tijera hndw&)lollnuu.
Esmeralde (Pln.do & !A‘nu), La Fonun(n’ (Ruis & Lopez), )
San Pablo Alaluo & Chaves), Ban Jos¢ (Barrantes llo),
Bl Poumto l.uh N. Anleu), Maryland (Rod & Rico),
cabunl Santa da (Nicolas Gnjalva),
én. Vumeh), LaSultana (Alonso, Chaves & Herrera),

l-nu Rita ( Gﬂ“"&'m Esmeralda (Pinedo & Mairena),
Le Restitucion ern Cerna), Centro America (T. G. Bonilla),

PcludoOro( . Ruis) La Leonesa (Alonzo acnn-).
8an Josc del (J. L. Vega), E1 Baluarte,
ldn bpdno ito Espinoza),

Cruz (R. Valenzuels), Sun Jo-e Duarte & Cutlllo),
:mu Matis's Mai ), Te How fduwdc.i tare
us rena, & Env. utarero)
El Consuelo (Molinares da), Cabesal ’(Cmno Cal-
Buena Vista l“nﬂl‘r & Galludo)
La Amecrica (Ma! o?n & l(onunegro), Apn.n Josefa Mairena),
Las Gemelas (Gen, es (J. Guerrero),
Lt Nlnb (David (hldeu), (-emel. (Benito Espinoza)
ta (Fulgeneio Mayo! a), La Leonesa etc, (Amer. compmy),

ll Pervenir (R, Valenzue Naranpjo (Carlos Packer).
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3. Nueva Segovia s

- m e e B e B ETC

’l‘ot'ogalpc B El Qolfo: Quilall
Castillo & Co. The SQovh Mining Co. | Medina y Soto.
Felber & Co., 1 the rolgging 4
Mufios & Guuexrez,
flolix Mct;lf;ozu &Apl: A ONI0, Encinos :

en a, TaNZza amero
Ant.orxyllo Lo‘;tno. ! G & Moneads.
Providencis,

Telpaneca: America Central, Mineral de Murra:
Erasmo Calderon. gém?no Talbot & Co.,
Cuyetauo Castellon, La Fortuna Velazquez & Gamero,
Tormas Duarte, E) Bocorro, | Luis Palma.
Barrantes. '

%AN Jk U,N,
re
dicaro: E:eeh‘nr.
Randales A'hambia,
Montoya Hermanos. Welcome.
4, Cabo de Gracias a Dios:
La Constancia, Hidden Treasure.

Siempre Viva,

Atlas Groups,




IT.

CLIMATE AND METEOROLOGY.

The climate of Nicaragua is determined by its position
in the tropics, by the proximity of two great oceans, which
gives to the country the regular temperature of an island,
and by its topography. The prevailing wind is northeast.
In the time of the solstice the direction of the wind changes
to southwest, but variable winds without determined influ-
ence mostly blow at the time of the equinoxes. The moon
also has some effect on the weather. It is generally during
passing from one quarter to another, when notable modifica-
tions can be observed.

There are two well marked scasons; a dry season called
summer, and a wet season called winter, along the Tacific
coast, in the lake region and still further inland along the
Cordilleras de los Andes. On the Atlantic side of the Cor-
dilleras the rainfall does not entirely cease at any season, and
the country there has the character of perpetual spring,
although its prople also distinguish between a summer and
a winter. There the summer begins in January and ends at
the end of May. The prevailing northeast wind coming from
the Atlantic is full of moisture, which, on its passage over
the forests that cover nearly the whole Atlantic slope, is con-
densed and falls repeatedly but irregularly in showers.

During the rest of the year the rain falls heavily, only
temporarily interrupted in August and October, which short
and relatively dry seasons tlie people call “veranillos.”
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On the Pacific side the rainy season, or winter, begins
gene-ally about the middle of May and ends at the middle
of November. Here, too, but generally in the month of
August, one, or more, veranillo is observed. The hottest
months in general are May and August, when the sun is in
the zenith, but sometimes they occur later. The rainy season
is the pleasanter, for then the temperature is most uniform
and the sky full of clouds.

As rainfall and temperature vary according to locality, the
following interesting types are given. The first is taken from
the very complete observations of Dr. Ernest Rothschuh made
at the haciemda “Rosa de Jericho” in Matagalpa in the
high mountain region of Nicaragua, over 3,300 feet above
the sea, which shows a sort of climate differing from those
already described. Dr. Rothschuh’s manuscript, presented to
the Nicaragua Government, discloses that during the period
of his observations, from January, 1893, to March, 1894, there
were rainfalls every month:

In 1893:
January .. ....17 days. | May .... 24 days. | September..
February 17 * 1 June 29 ‘| October... o
March..... A0 ¢ | July A1 ¢ | November. "
April... .9 | August. 27 ¢ o
In 18%4:
JAnUAry..cce weenn 80 days. | February............ 20 days. | March...ceeeeeeeeenns 18 days.

There were heavy tropical rainfalls (aguaceros) five times
in January, 1893, once in March, once in April, twice in May,
once in June, six times in July, once in August, once in
September, ten times in October, twice'in November, twice
in Dccember, six times in January, 1894, five times in
February, once in March. Thunder storms were only
observed from September to December inclusive; namely,
sixteen timmes in September, ten times in October, twice ‘in
November, once in December. They occurred during the
afternoon or night time. The rain fell generally during the
afternoon, somectimes also during the night, seldom all day
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long. In the morning there were fogs during 295 days until
8, 9, 10 and 11 o'clock. Generally during the forenoon the
sky was clouded and very frequently with cumuli. The
barometer showed the usual daily variations, but very small
oscillations hetween one day and another. The air was nearly
constantly saturated with humidity, 82.37 to 100 per cent. In
regard to the prevailing winds there was northeast wind in Jan-
uary, 1893, for 30 days; in February for 28 days; in April for
30 days; in May for 16 days; in June for 27 days; in July for 27
days; in August for 20 days; in September for 22 days; in
October for 31 days; in November for 27 days; in December
for 31 days; in January, 1894, fof 31 -.days; in February for
28 days; in March for 31 days. There were southwest winds
1 day in January, 1893; 8 days in May; 2 days in June; 3
days in July; 6 days in August; 7 days in September; 2 days
in November. Lightning in the far distance was nearly ex-
clusively observed in September (during 10 days) and October
(during 13 days).

The maximum' temperature was in January, 1893, 28.3
degrees C.; in February 30 degrees; in March 30.1 degrees; in
April 32.3 degrees; in May 28.1 degrees; in June 27 degrees;
in July 24.4 degrees; in August 28.6 degrees; in September
25.5 degrees; imn October 25.2 degrees; in November 23.8
degrees; in December 21.9 degrees; in January, 1894, 20
degrees; in February 20.1 degrees; in March 21 degrees.

The minimum temperature was in January, 1893, 15§
degrees C.; in February 17 degrees; in March 14.6 degrees;’
in April 17.2 degrees; in May 15 degrees; in June 15.5 de-
grees; in July 15 degrees; in August 15 degrees; in Septem-
ber 15.4 degrees; in October 14.3 degrees; in November 13.6
degrees; in December 11.2; in January, 1894, 12.8 degrees;
in February 11.4 degrees; and in March 12.6 degrees.

The average temperature of the entire year was 17.21
degrees C.; the entire rainfall 2437.57 mm.

There are no dangerous fevers in this region, nor dysen-
tery, nor chronic diarrhcea, nor pernicious affections of the
respiratory organs, nor rheumatism.

Another meteorological type, from the Atlantic region,
is reproduced from the observations of Dr. J. E. Hubbert,
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made for the Nicaragua Canal Company at Sah Juan, for the
year 18¢g0. They are as follows:

Averago Maximum Minimupm

Month. Tetal @ainfall. Temperature. | Temperature. | Temperature.
Jan. | 26.80ins.cor 670 mm, |75° F. or 23.5° C.|81° F, or 27° C.|70° F.or21° C
reb. 6.“ LU TS 5 ‘“ 7“ ‘e L 2.‘ " w LU a m (1] 72 L 4" "
March| 5.98 ¢ ¢ 14R25 ‘¢ 77 ¢ ¢ 245 ¢ |81 ¢ ¢ 27 |73 ¢« 98§ ¢
A ﬂ. ls.ll 44 "t 452'5 [ 76 1 “ m.5 " 78 o a ” o 72 “ [} m L]

.y' "93 4o ‘“ l%.% [H 76 " . 2_‘ e« m ‘ll L n's 1) 72 " [ ﬂ “
J“ue. 46.8‘ [ & ll‘ll [ 79 " L 26" [ “ “ [0 a L 7‘ “ 1] ” "
July, | 5285 ¢ ‘131375 178 ¢ ‘¢ 26 Y |81 ¢ ¢ g7 75 e e ggp e
AU‘. 3572 ¢ ¢ 893 6 98 ¢ 94 “ 815" ¢ MBI ¢ BE
Bept. B14 ¢ o mj “ £8 ¢ ¢ R 1895 ' 83 LU |/ S T u_a g
0(“. 24'“ (1] e " 77 L 64 2_“5 (1 m.s X " m‘n (3 1‘ [ ot a "
Nov. | 2556 ** * 63876 * |76.5'¢ ‘ 24.25° (82 * * £.5 “ 71 ‘ 306 *
Dec. 41.65 [T} lo‘l_” " 7“6“ [ 2,‘.26 " m LTI 1] m e n LI} ’ L
Total, 296.94 ins. or 7485.76 mm.,

For the Pacific side there are observations from the city
of Rivas, about 177 feet above the sea, situated between the
great lake of Nicaragua and the Pacific Ocean. During one
year the mean highest temperature was 86 degrees F. (30 de-
grees C.); the mean lowest 71 degrees (21.5 degrees C.), and
the mean average of a year 77 degrees (25.5 degree C.). The
amount of rain which fell from May to November inclusive,
was go.3 inches; from December to April inclusive, 7.4r1
inches; and the total for the year, 97.44 inches.

More details about the rainfall, observed at the city of
Managua, relate to the years of 1891 and 1892, and are due to
Dr. Bruno Mierisch, in Masaya.

There fell no rain during the months of January, Feb-
ruary, March and April, and very little in December. During
the months of May, June, July, August, September, October
and November there fell in 1891, 1241.8 mm., and in 1892,
1688.5 mm., which gives an average of 1500 mm. (60 inches).

In 1891 there were 3 rainy days in May; 20 in June; 18 in
July; 14 in August; 18 in September; 19 in October; 13 in
November; and 5 in December; a total of 105 rainy days.

In 1892 there were 21 rainy days in May; 24 in June; 15
in July; 26 in August; 23 in September; 23 in October; and 8
in November; a total of 140 rainy days.

During the dry season the sky is cloudless; vegetation
dies; the leaves of a number of trees fall; the fields become

parched. This southern summer has practically similar effects
to those of a northern winter. In this season the temperature is

17

o awe seenes s AE AMAICHIGAN L'BRAR‘ES



less often cool; the air, and, indeed, nearly everything, is filled
with dust; many rivers and creeks dry up.  In many places,
especially in the Departments of Carazo, Rivas and Granada,
it has been necessary to sink artesian wells in order to secure
to the people a supply of water.

In regard to salubrity the summer is considered hcalthier
than the winter, although less agreeable. The healthiest
months of the year are January, February, March and
April, and the most sickly are June and July. The most
prominent disease is an intermittent fever, usually mild in
character and cured by simple remedies. There are also cases
of dysentery, especially among children, and sometimes dan-
gerous affections of the respiratory organs, but there is no
yellow fever.

Owing to its varied topography Nicaragua has its “tierra
caliente” (hot zone), its “tierra templada” (temperate zone),
and its “tierra fria” (cold zonc). The Atlantic and Pacific
coast lands, except where broken by mountains, as well as the
plains surrounding the lakes and also the valley of the San
Juan River, are regarded as tierr@ calicnte, and are highly
productive of tropical plants, especially of cacao and rubber.
The tierra templada is found on the slopes of the volcanoes,
the land of which is favorable to coffee raising, and also on
the mountain ridges along the Pacific as well as on some
slopes of the Cordilleras of Nueva Segovia, Jinotega, Mata-
galpa and Chontales. In the highlands of these depariments
and on the higher mountains is found the tierra fria, with
pine and oak forests and lands adapted to wheat and other
cereals.

Most of the people of Nicaragua live in the tierra caliente,
which is less dangerous to health because of the porous tufas
which enter into its formation. About two-thirds of the pop-
ulation have settled on the lake and Pacific coast lands.

In this distribution of people Nicaragua differs remark-
ably from Guatemala, Salvador, Costa Rica, and also from
Mexico.

The population of the ticrra templada and the ticrra fria
is, for want of cart roads, in a state of isolation, and, there-
fore, further behind in civilization.
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III.

CHARACTER OF VEGETATION.

The vegetation of Nicaragua depends greatly on its
metcorological conditions. In the following phytographical
sketch the reader is taken to the Atlantic coast, and thence
over the terrace lands to the isthmus lying between the
lakes and the Pacific Ocean. The entire Atlantic slope, from
the coast to the so-called Cordilleras de los Andes, has about
the samc quantity of rainfall, the same seasons and the same
meteorology. The dividing line between the Atlantic and
the Pacific phytographital conditions goes generally along
the castern mountain wall of the Nicaragua terrace lands.

The border of the Atlantic coast contains a great num-
ber of points, gulfs, bays and lagoons, and is crossed by many
rivers which broaden on their way to the ocean, and through
branches, arms and lagoons often connect one with the other.
Along the low and swampy coast there are found enormous
tracts of mangroves (Rhizophora Mangle L.) and coco palms
(Cocos nucifera L.). Here and there live .a small number
of Zambos-Mosquitos, who engage in selling provisions,
liquors, clothing, etc., to the cxtractors of rubber and the
hunters of deer and other animals in the interior. From here
are visible a number of the ramifications and ends of the
Andes. '

Going up one of the many rivers we see its waters slowly
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flowing through a large tract of low and partly swampy lands.
Both banks present a narrow belt of trees and palms and
shrubs, densely covered with vines and climbing plants.
Beyond these are extensive plains clothed with grass, very
often low and swampy, and dotted with lagoons. From the Rio
Grande northward the subsoil of all the coast lands and, to
a great extent, of the interior lands for many miles is. com-
posed of pure quartz pebbles covered only with a few inches
of humus. The water readily percolates through this soil,
and, hence, we find above it ilnmense evergreen savannas and
large forests of pines and palms, among which are hamlets
(caserios) and small Indian cattle ranches. The region is-a
paradise for hunters. This character is general where the
shores of the rivers begin to rise, and only changes when the
foothills and the rapids, here called raudales, are reached, and
where also steam navigation ends. Here the savannas cease,
and a different forest, denser and higher, with fewer vines,
begins. An evergreen virgin forest, dark and beautiful in
the variety of its vegetation, often with pacayas (Chamaedorea
Pacaya Oerst) and tree-ferns (Alsophila aculeata Swartz)
underneath, cover the now broken and hilly lands, on which
the humus often attains a depth of four feet. Here also is
found in abundance the Central American rubber tree (Cas-
tilloa elastica Cerv.). '

In this region the rivers are only navigable by small
boats. We see here and there houses of lumbermen who
deal in caoba (Swietenia mahogani L.) and cedar (Cedrela
odorata L.), or the huts of the huleros or the extractors of
rubber. The shores of the rivers become higher, their currents
run faster, and their courses are more tortuous. Very soon
points are reached where even canoes must be left behind.
The alluvial soil long ago gave place to laterite, a reddish
clay of great fertility. The forest now becomes still higher
and darker and its trees straighter. Innumerable creeks
cross the valleys and cafions. Very often the naked por-
phyrous and melaphyric rocks of the mountains are seen,
sometimes also the basalts, trachytes and andesites of older
formations. Here the temperature is milder and during the
night it is rather cold. In the morning there are fogs, and
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in the afternoon frequent showers and thunder storms occur.
In this region grow the caoba, cedar, ron-ron, almendro.
posan, lagarto, ‘palo de arco, plomo, laurel, as also rubber
and hundreds of other kinds of trees and useful plants,

The same region furnishes abundant nourishment to hun-
dreds of birds: to the beautiful quetzal and other Trogonide
of cqually. brilliant and metallic plumage; to the different
lapas (.Ira) and other Psittacide of clegant exterior; to the
oropendola (Ostinope Montezima) remarkable for its hang-
ing nests; to the toucans (Rhamphastide); to the ocos or
pavones (Crax, Mecleagris, Penclope and Oreophasis); and an
immensc number of small birds. In this region dwell also
large numbers of monkeys, jaguars, cougars and otl ¢r wild
cats, the tapirs, the jabali and peccary, the guardatinaja
(Calogenis paca), the pisote (Nasua socialis), ,the oso real
(Myrmccophaga), the perezozo (Cercoleptes); the pericoligero
(Galictis barbara), the huatusa (Dasyprocta), various deers
(Cerrus) and many other animals.

Soon the dividing line is reached. From a reglon of
cloudy and rainy skies we come suddenly upon one of sun-
shine, from the virgin forest to an ocofal (pme forest) and
roblarcs (forests of oaks).

As the dividing mountain range is abruptly broken, so
arc the changes of climate and vegetation. The change from
a virgin forest to an ocotal is often so sharply marked that the
border line between them can be distinctly traced and even
measyred off, as with a surveyor’s chain.

There is as great difference in climate and vegetation as
there is in the landscape. Wec left on the other side the
immense but uniform, evenly covered and slowly descending
slopes of the Andes. Here before us we have a chaos of
mountains, hills, valleys, plains, lakes, volcanoes, etc., which
represent one of the greatest of terrestrial convulsions. Near
by we scem to behold a solidified furious sea; further down
we observe the vast plain with splendid lakes, and then the
majestic line of volcanoes, whose summits generally wear a
cap of clouds; still again we see the cities, towns and villages
built on the shores of the lakes, on the slopes of the moun-
tains and on the plains of Leon and Chinandega. Finally,
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beyond this water-shed of two great oceans, lies the vast
Pacific.

Analyzing this wonderful panorama, we'see around us
a number of high mountains, like those of Matagalpa, Jino-
tega, Datanli, Pantasma, Apanase and others, the sides of
which bear the fertile character of the Atlantic slopes. We
see them also largely cultivated with coffee, corn, etc., and,
although they are partly beyond the dividing line, being high
they still receive the moisture of the other region, which
comes up through the river valleys that break through the
main dividing chain. It might here be said that all the large
rivers rise beyond this main dividing line, except the Blue-
fields and those south of that. :

The character of the country changes, as has been already
mentioned, very suddenly toward the terrace lands. Here the
mountains are covered with pines and lower down with oaks
(robles). There are pine forests, as for instance near San
Rafael, which are over 30 miles in length and about 6 miles
in width, and crossed by a number of rivers. The pines often
mingle with the oaks, although the oak prefers a better soil.
These trees cover the lower sides of the mountains and the
slopes at their feet.

Looking down on the table-land we see a great number
of basalt and andesite circles of considerable extent, in whose
centres are large grassy plains on which grow, here and
there, the jicaro (Crescentia Cujete L.) tree, covered with epi-
phytes (ai~ plants) and parasites, which gives the landscape a
very singular physiognomy. The terrace lands of Ocotal,
Jinotega and Esteli present for the most part treeless llanos,
having excellent pastures, which also extend to the hills and
which remain green when on the lowlands of the lakes or on
the isthmus, along the Pacific everything is dry and dead.

Descending the dividing ridge, now mostly covered with
pines and oaks, we note that the virgin forests have ceased,
and we are more in the region of rocks and scenes of vol-
canic energy. :

Everything around shows the proximity of the vol-
canoes which did such tremendous work further down. The
mountains and hills are no more clad with dense forests, as
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on the other side. Only here and there are seen small islands
of {rrest trees and two narrow strips of lower trees along the
banks of the rivers which flow to the lakes. The ligneous
veg-tation consists more of matorrales (low trees and bushes),
and there are more grassy than wooded lands.

Coming down to the llanos of the first terrace we find
ther1 often surrounded by roblares. The plains are broad,
but mostly swampy, forming the so-called jicarales. They
have a dark clay soil in” which in summer time tremendous
fissures open. As they are covered with grasses they are used
for pasturage, and only for agriculture where 'a creek has
mixed the clay with sand. The hills and mountains are stony,
but covered with oaks and matorrales and small trees, like the
guayacan, brazil and fustate, which let their leaves fall during
the dry secason, and also with cacti, agave and bromelia.
Especially arid are the hills of volcanic ash and the flat plains
of the same origin along the lake of Managua. A little
better, because they have more rain, are the llanos of Chon-
tales, but there also are jicarales for miles and miles. Their
hills have open woods and they are also partly cultivated.

Leaving the slopes of the first terrace and coming down
to warmer lowlands, we encounter a belt of forest contain-
ing numerous species of trees densely covered with vines and
climbing plants; and now we stand before the lakes. In
the larger, the Great Lake of Nicaragua, beautiful islands
are embosomed. The flat lake valley has generally a much
better vegetation than that of the just described Andean
slope. The hills are covered with forests and the plains
contain a great number of potreros, or grassy lands mixed
in an irregular way with trees and bushes, on which cattle
browse. Here and there also are jicarales, hut, with a few ex-
ceptions, of less extent than those already described. In many
places the land is cultivated. The prevailing trees are pochote
(Bombax macrocarpum K. Sch.), guacimo (Guasuma ubmifolia
Lam.), guabillo (Inge sp.), guanacaste (Enterolobium cyclo-
carpum Gr.), elequeme (Erythrina corralodendron L.), chilamate
(Ficus  sp.), guarumo (Cecropia insignis Liebm.), espino,
madrofio (Calycophyllum candidissime D. C.), and jocote
(Spondias lutca L.). The most common plants are a kind of
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verbesine, a kind of spiranthes and a species of sida. Very
abundant is also the pifiuela (Bromelia), which is generally
used for fences.

Ascending again on the way across the mountain ridge
between the lakes and the Pacific, we encounter a change
in climate. In these higher elevations there is less heat and
considerably more rainfall than below, probably because the
range, rising somewhat abruptly, presents an opposing wall to
the clouds coming from the east, chiefly through the valley of
the San Juan River. There is a remarkable difference in the
rainfall and moisture and in fertility between the lake and the
Pacific fronts. For this reason the vegetation on the side
facing the lakes is richer than on the opposite side. For the
same reason the coffee tree grows better on the eastern than on
the western slope. But the quality of this coffee is not equal
to that of the Cordillerean region because of a well de-
fined dry season of many months. As stated in the topo-
graphical and geological description, these mountains or
highlands rise to about 3,000 feet, and have been covered to
a considerable depth, as have all the lands along the line of
the volcanoes, with their eruptive material. On the Pacific
slope there are creeks which run sluggishly for a short dis-
tance through the gradually descending pastoral and slightly
wooded lands to the ocean, which announces its nearness
with a thunderous noise caused by the breaking of its swell
into surf.

Along the coast the little rivers discharge into swamps,
and the vegetation is composed mostly of mangrove and
icaco. Here a' o grow the cocales, though less abundantly
than on the Atlantic side. Inland jicarales occur in many
places. In Chindndcga are immense swamps facing the Gulf
of Fonseca. There are also many valuable forests along the
river courses or depressions. The vegetation of the San Juan
. valley belongs to the Atlantic flora, although it is less rich
and dense in the upper than in the lower part,

The following tables give an enumeration of the vulgar
names of woods, tannings, dyeings, textile plants, drugs and
medicines, gums, resins, rubbers, etc.

24



B S

Native Names of Nicaraguan Woods.

Aceltuno.

Achote or Achiote.
Achotlillo.

Aguja,

Aprwja de arras.

Aguucate de monte,

AFuncate colorado.
Alba.

Alamo.
Almendron.
Almendro negro.
Algodon,
Amargoso.

Ahuchué or espavel.

Alcornoque.
Anono.

Anono colorado.
Arrayan,

Areno,
Apasilague.
Azalareito.

Balsa.

Barlllo,
Balsamo negro.
Balsamo awmarillo,
Balsamito.
Bambayan.
Bainillo.
Barazon.
Brazll macho.
Brazil,
Brazililo.
Rarbasco.
Burlllo blanco.
Burriquita.
-Rrujo.

Caoha leonado.
(‘aoha,

Caoba claro,
Cacnhuito.

Café,

Carno,
Cangrejo.
Capulin cimarou,
Capulin.
Capulln _de monte:
Canilla de venado.
Cascuchigue,
Carafla.

carnna negro.
Caplrote.
Casearilla.
Cacalojoche,
Capirote,
Cachito,
Calmito,
Camiva or copaiba.
Cacao mico.
Cacno.

‘arbon,
Canelon.

Ganelo amarillo.
Canelo,
Cajintendl.
Campeche.
Caulote.

Cedro espino.
Cedro real.
Cedro comun,
Cedro caoba,

Cedro.

Cedro macho.
Cerlto.
Cedron.
Cerlllo.

Cera vegetal.
Celba

eiba.
Celblllo.
Cenlzaro.
Cedrillo.
Chiquirin,
Chile.
Chilil'  blance,
Chiliho numarillo.
Chilamo.
Chaperno blanco.
Chaperno pegro.
Chaperno.
Chirimoya.
(‘uilamate.
Chilamatillo.
Chllca.
Chocomico.
Chocoyo macho.
(‘hocoyo hewmbra.
(:hocolllto.
Chicharron,
Chinameea,
Chichipate.
Chaparron .
Cldra.
Cincho.
Cincoya.
Clruelo.
Clruelo de monte.
Clruelillo.
Cleaguite,
Cortés macho,

Jortés colorado.
Cortés.

Cortés negro.
Cornlzuclo.
Coyote.
Coyolito.
Coyol.
Conmoje.
Copalchi.
Copal.
Copalchiton,
Cocobola.

‘oco.
Cordoncillo.
Copel,

Corallto,
(Coroxo.

Cojon de mieco,
Crueeclto,
Culnmnte,
Cutura,

Dragonero,
Durasnillo,

Ebano.
Klegqueme.
Elequemito.
Enelno,

Kspino negro.
Espino blance,
Espino de playa.
Espino santo.
Espino macho.
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Espluo verde.

spabel.
Kacobillo blanco.
Hacoblllo de patlo.
Bscobillo amarillo.
Escoblllo ocre.
Fsquisito.
Estorague or liguld-

mbar.

a 3
Flor blanca.
Flor amarilla.

Flor de Nacastape.
Fruto negro.
Funera.

Frijolillo.

Garrobo.
Gavllan,
Goma.
Granadillo.
Granadillo amarillo.
Granadillo blanco.
Granadillo negro.
Granada.
Guachipilin,
Guaplinol.
Guanacaste colo-
rado.
Guanacaste negro.
Guacimo de ternero.
Guaclmo blanco.
Guacimo moleunlllo,
Guacimo negro.
Guacimo amnrgo,
Guacimo dulce,
Gunnguero.
Guacuct,
Guandbana.
Guarumo.
Guayabo de monte.
Guayabo.
Guayacan.
Gunyacan amarillo.
Gunche,
Gunfe.
Guabillo.
Gunyabdillo.
Gulliguiste.
Guiligulste ama.
rillo.
Gulscoyol.
Guitarrero.
Gultito.
Guxenague,
Gutta-percha.

Higueron.
Higo.

Hoja aucha.

Hoja chigué.
Hoja menudn.
Hoja tostadn.
Hoja pendolln,
Hombre grande.
Hullthulste.
Hueslito,

Huncal.

Huacuco.
Huaviluna.
Huache or guache.
Huelenoche,
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Native Names of Nxaragun Voods-Continued.
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Hule.
Huevo de burro.

Icaco.

Irarosa.

Irarosa bacina,
Irarosa amariila.

Irayol.
Ilamo,

Jaboncillo.
Jagua or Lligualtil
or Gualtil,

Jocote fobo.
Jocote fralle.
Jocote verde.
Jocote negro.
Jocote.
Jocomico.
Jelinjoche montés.
Jicnro montés,
Jicaro sabanero.
Jicarito.

Juasca cuague.
Jolio.
Jinocuague.

Lagarto.

Laurel.

Laurel macho.
Laurel comun.
Laurel real.
Laurel hembra.
Laurel negro.
Laurel blanco.
Lirio,
quumnmbn.
Limon,
Limoncillo.
Liston.

Lima.

Leche.

Leche amarilla,
Llema de huevo.
Matunpiojo.
Madrono colorado.
Madrofio.
Madrofio megro.
Madera negro.
Madre cacao.
Mangle oscuro.
Maungle blanco.
Marafion.

Mano de leon.
Mano de tigre.
ango.

alinche.

aria.

antec
-"“-laguhte.
ajagua.

ANZANO.

anzano de rosa,
anzano blanco.
atapalo mountés.
atupalo amarillo.
atapalo  negro.
azorguillo.
agquengue or Aa-
kengue.
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Matasano.
Masgcobo.
Marango.
Muacuetizo,
Manchon.
Mamey.
Melon.
Mciero.

Mico.

Mora.
Morixco.
Moran.
Moroporin,
Morillo.
Muificco.,
Muiieco blanco.
Muscuaniste.
Muerto.
Murectelago.
Muchuguiste.

Raeascolo.
RNambar execelslor.
Rambar.
Naranjo blanco.
Naranjo dulce.
Nance.

Nancite.
Nanelte agrio.
Nancigul.
Nispero.
Nispero montes.
Nifio muerto.
Nogalillo.
Negro.

Negrito.

Qcote.

Ocaotillo.

Ojoche macho.
Ojoche awarillo.
Ojoche comun.
Olivo silvestre.

Pacaya.

I'nlo de earbon,
I'nlo de sangre.
Palo de arco.
Falo de cacho.
Palo de lecae.
Pulo de pledra.
I'alo percha.

Palo de zapo.
Palo de rosa.
Palo de xebo.
'alanco.

I'un or palo de pan.
Patacon or racun.
Papayo montés.
Paraiso.
Papaturro.

Paciea.

Panama.

Pastor.

Pataste.

Papaya.

'astores.

Palma n-nl
Padre y Madre,
Peine (‘( mico.
Pimienta de monte.
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Pledra.
PIpilacho.
I"fojillo.
’ino.
I'{jiballe,
Pluatanillo.
Plomo.
Pochote amariilo.
Pochote.
Pochotillo,
Pozol.
P’oroporo.
Posan,
Popenjoche.

uebracho amarillo.
Quebracho negro.
Quebracho colorado
or Sare.
Questllo.
Quina blanca.
guhm negra.
uisar blanco.
(guh fquixs,
Quita calgon.
Quitacaizon negro.

Reseda.

Roble espino.
Roble.

Ronron,

Ronron colorado.

Salamo.

Sarna,

Sauce.

Sangredo.

Sangre de drago or
Sangregrado.

San Nebastlan.

San Juan,

Sapotillo.

Sasafraz,

Sietecuero.

Soncollo.

Sombra de ignana.

Sopllote,

Sota caballo.

Sonsapote.

Suite.

Suncho,

Tulalate.
Tamarindo,
Tamarindo
pelo.
Tutascame.
Tapabotija.
Tamascon,
Talcacao,
Tabaquillo.
Tarai,
Tecuamajuche.
Tempisque.
Tepalon,
Tempate.
Teton,
Tiocuaje.
Tiguilote.
Toro.
Toronja.
Tololo macho.

terclo-




Native Names of Nicaraguan Woods —Coatinued.

Ulia de gavilan,

lufunltl or jagua.

!

Tololo. | Vara blanea. Zapote.

Tres (jos. | Vara de alealde. Zapote mico.

Trigre Vaina de expada. opllote

Troton. l Vainillo negro. ntol

Tusa. Vainillo colorado. Anguayan.
Zorro.

Uva. Yema de huevo. Zapotillo.

Ujuste,

Native Names of Nicaraguan Tannings and Dyeings.

Achiote, dyeing.
Afitl or Ji ulllte. dyelng.
Aguacate, tanning.

Castencqueme, dyelug.

Cachito, tanning.

Cotrtezn roble, tanning.

Corteza elequeme, dyeing.

c%rte‘za nancite, tanning and

eing.

Porteza chichipate, tanning.

Corteza encino, tanning.

(orteza guanacaste, tanning.

Corteza mangle, tanning and
dyeing.

Chaparro, tanning.

(iuatuco, dyeing.

Mora, dyelng.

RNascascolo, dyeing and tanning.
0Ojo de Venado, dyelng.

Palo Brazil, dyeing.

Sacatinta, dyeing.
Sangre dedrago, dyeing.

Yugquilla, dyelng.

Native Namu of Nicaraguan Gums and Resins, Rubbers, Vegetable
Wax, Ba.lsams.

Ralsamo ecamivar.
Balsamo Hquidambar.,
RBalsnmo copalba.
Brea, resin,

Cachito, gum,

(‘edro, gum.

Cera vegetal, vegetable wax.
Esplno blanco, gum.

Goma tuno, gutta-percha.
Hule, rubber.

Ixeanal, gum.

Jobo, gum.
Jocote, gum.

Liguldambar, resin.

Maleajaco, gum.
Mangle, gum.
Marango, gum.
Nopal, gum-resin.

Trementina, turpentine,
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Anono colorado.
Burillo.
Cabulla.

Canilla vegetal.
Ceibo.

Coco.
Chupainlel.
Guarumo.
Fscobilla.
Junco.

Majagua.
Mastate,

Native Names of Nicaraguan _Tcxtilc Plaats,

Mosote.
Macume,
Majaguillo.
Maguey.

Paja de jiplinpa.
P{ plinp

alma de sombreros.
I'elne de mico.

Pliva.
I'ochote.
P'latano.
Soncollo.

Tule.

Nativc Names of Nu:anguan Medicinal Plants,

Albahaca,
Alchuca.
Apasote,
Amapola.
Ajenjo.
Artemisia.

Barba de viejo.
Barba de cerro.
Boaco.

Borraja.

Bellisiia.

Burriquita.

Bejuco de San Juan.
Bejuco de pita.
Bejuco de sardina.
Bejueo del hombre.
Bejuco del diablo,
Bejuco de papamiel.
Bejuco de perro.
Bejuco de copellto.
Bejuco de vergatoro.
Bejuco de corraliso.
Bejuco de plcamano.
Bejuco blnnco
Bejuco ¢

Bejuco hojaehlzue
Bejuco negro.
Bejuco del amor,

Canchalagua.
Cascarrilla

Cafia de cunjlchote.
Canutil

Cnpltaneja
Canjura.
Cafiafistula.

Cudo santo.

Cnbelln dc angel.
Cebollf
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Chilmetate.

C'oloquintida.

Corona de cristo.

Cola de alacran.

Cola de gallo.

Cola de lapa.

(70pnlchl

Cordoncillo.

Contrayerba.

(orteza de critrina.
Corteza de tinte,

Corteza de pellejo de vieja.
(Corteza de jinocuabo.
Corteza de guayacan.
Corteza de balsamo negro.
Cortesa de laurel macho.

Cortesa de quebracho blameo.
Corteza de liquidambar.
Cuculmeca.

Culantro sllvestre.

' Elequeme or poroporo.

Eneldo.
Escobilla.
Escorzonera.
Espadillo.

"“lor de sauco.
.'lor de pledra.
Flor de chote
Friega plato .

Grama.
juarumo,
Huasimo.

Iloja de buey.
Hoja de pledra.
Ioja sen.
Hulstomate.




Nativc Nama of Nicataguan Mcdicinal Plants—Continuod.

Jenciana.
Juanislama.

Leche de perro.
Lenguna de clervo.
Lengua de pajaro.
Llanten.

Malva comun.
Malva silvestre.
Manganilla.
Meona blanca.
Moradita.
Morazan,
Moroparfn.

Nagnapate.

Ojo de venado.
Orégano.
Oros(s negro.
Orosts.

Pavana.
Pericon.

Pico de pato.
Pico de pajaro.
Pljivalle.
Poligala.
Polipodio.

8nellte.
uina blanca.

Raiz de cuasquite.
Raiz de la corona.
Ralz de la estrella.
Raiz de cuculmeca.
Rais de cereus.
Ralz de picamono.
Ruda.

Ruibarbo.

Sapoyol.

Salvia.

Sacate limon.
Semfilla de aroma.
Siempreviva,

8in verguensa.
Suelda con suelda.

Tapate.
Tapa botija.
Tempate.

Uva montes.

Vitamo.
Vetlver.

Yerba té.

Zarza mora.

Zarza negra.
Zarga comun,
Zarzaparrilla.
Zorrillo.

Native Namu of Nicaraguan Ollseeds.

?In)oll ! Coyol.
Algodon. | H Higuerillo or Ricine.
g:cghulti. | ulscoyol
rdosanto.
gz:nn. ; Lino.
co.
Corozo. Melon.
Culantro. Pifion (Jatropha).
Native Names of Nicaraguan Splces.
Anis. Gengibre,
Chile. Mejorana.
Comintillo. Mostaza.
Culantro. Pimienta.
Enelda. Vainilla,
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Iv. .

POPULATION.

Nicaragua is politically divided into 12 departments, 3
comarcas, 2 districts and 110 municipalities, with 108 juris-
dictions, as follows:

¢} {
i .
- 2 ° | B
Department. 2 § . g g 8 ) K
. ) g | 8
s E = E 2|4 3 &
Z o, |20 1 BS > |~
1. 7 | 2 4 9 16 | 42,460
2. 1 ‘2 2 4 4 16 38,869
3. 4 l 2 o I T T 9 | 18,938
4 6 2 1 3 4 11 | 18545
5. 8 2 | b 5 6 32 | 25,
6. 9 1 3| 5| 27 51 | 87,772
% 10 4 1 7 81 19 84,614
8. 13 4 2 7 16 122 40,887
9. 7 3 5 e 31 I 35 29,
10. 7] 21 1| 4| & 97 | 37
1L 18 2 B T 134 32,642
1 %T trict of Prin sapol
3 L Z4) ca
14, | District of Siquia dovel 9 2 1 52 3 14,541
15. |Comarca, Rio Grande
16. |Comarca, Cabo de Graclas %
D08 2o s TRV Porss coodioes 1 vi o .. | 80 * 4,000
17, Comuu, San J uan del Norte. 1 2 fed 3 oo oo 2,000

The following table gives the cities of Nicaragua with
their populations; first of the city itself, and second with its
jurisdiction -ineluded. These data are found in the statis-

k{¢]




tical office and in the memorial prepared by the Nicaraguan
Department of Gobernacion (Interior):

. Jurlsdic'n.
Namne Dopartment . g gl_!‘——_ mrunm“
sme, apartment. a .
& ﬁ 5.933 E
Leon... coeeveicaaes Doonicoii o o} 40 0004570‘41 10. 49”4 BRS“!L P.O.
Managua oooeeeeeess MBNAGUA counenss '.’."».0008,000&5 7|21 .....I“ ‘"
Mamaya ..oooeeene.. Masayn ooooo. 15,000 ....[38] 6] 1 2 Rlu‘n. "
Chinnndega Chinandega .....| 12,620 2,588 32| 8|. |14;1 5WORR8h‘n. “
*ranada.oooeoos Granadn.ooool,ol| 9,086 4,494,121 5| 7| 611,493 §Lakeport.| **
Jinotepe ..........Carzo...c.......) 6,500 476 19| 8| 1| 8| 7,210)...c.00000f ¢
Bluefields .......... Zelaya...........| 5000 682119,..]..|..|...... "
Diriamba,....... ... [CAfnZo. coeaeno..| 4,500 8,22/ 2| 2| 2| 8,010/...00000e0| *
Jinotegn .eeee...... Jinotega.........| 4,825] 727,49 4/28{10]| 11,74 “
ElViejo............. Chinandegs ... 4,021 181{25| 6| 8| 8| 5 o
| Musatepe .|Mm B .iiieinees| 4 120,22 8|..| 2| 4 o
Chichigalps.. .'Chinandega .....| 3,813| 875'32..|..| 4| 4, “
, Rivas ..... CUIRIVAB.euae.ananns] 3.800(1,510] .. |18} 11,000' ta'n.| *
. Matagalpa 829 30| 8]14,378|..cc0.0nne] ¢
l BOACO ..... .. [18] 14,000 cc00ani] ¢
Juigalpa 46 5364|..........] ¢
Namlnmo.... 1, 4| 8019|.........0]
! Metapa .o.o... 9 5| 8,687|......0000] *
Rateli ... . 931/18,287....c00u0cf
Ocotal . |Nuon Segovln... 1,63 2 !,789......-- o
Corinto .ecveivases. Chinandegs......| 1,897 I' i ]eefesens. |¢Bomport. | ¢
Somote ........ . .. Nueva Segovia...| 1,224] 16910 1/1228| 6,408!...... ...} ‘*
! 8an Juan del Norte . 3 Juandel Norte!| 1,166/ ....|..|..|7 | 8| 2,000 "
! Rama . ............ Siquia? .........0 B256)  TB[17|..|..|..feeceocfonncnncnas
Acoyapa............ Chontules........| ®00| 103 10| 1} 2/12| 3,380|.... “
La Libertad ........ Chontales........ T4 ol e 1] 7] 8,162 0heeee]
Ciudad America..... 8. Juandel Norte!]  500| ....|..|..|. | . feecess “
Ban Juandel Bur.... Rivas............ 820 Lo LA el ‘

*This number must be an errcr. 1 city; 1 town. {2 towns. §Also R R.S8tation.
9 1city. 'Comarca. *District.

The towns (Villas) of Nicaragua, following the same
official sources of mformatxon, are as follows:

§,37' iJurisdiction.

‘o]

Name. |Department. | & gigé i 3!2 & |Commercial Facilities.
:r-"rnm.‘:» o e

La Paz.......|Leon ........ s,ooosool--\ﬂ...... «...|R. R, Bta. |Post Office.

Nagarote..... Managus ....| 8,000{500125 2/..l..[..1 ... .lieesecanenes o

8an Marcos..|(Carazo .......| 2,600!188/14| 1| 1] 1|..1 8,000|.c0c0ceeeeee- o

Belen.........|Rivas........| 2,400 1197 20 2] 2| 1] 4,380]...0000ueeee .

Alta Gracia..| ‘' ........| 2,000...113...1 2| 8..| 8,000|Lakeport. .

La Victoria . | Masaya ... .| 2000/ | 80.| Bl400[cuercinnns]

Tipitapa .....|Managua.. 1,5000 3R 7 1L foulee] ceeelieesiiioenas “

Nindiri,..... Masaya.......| 1,600(17 7|., 3|..| 2,200|R. R. Sta. "

8an Jorge.... Rives ........ Use2...| 911 2 df 2000 “

Buenos Ayres; * ........ 996125416 11, .} 8{..] 1,500 “

El Jicaral.... Leon.... ..... 800 99 9/ 1! 5 4|..| 1,689]. “

Santa Rosa... 'l()()‘l‘)‘ll 6! 115/13|..| 4,688 “

Potosi........|Rivas .......| 616{116{12} 1|..| 7]..| 1,667 s

Camoapa..... chomulel.... 580 &9 10 li" 12)..1 2,129 o

Comalapa.... .. 440 56 Bl 1!,.. 9)..| 2,732 “

La Trinidad..|Jinotegs... 212] 79, Hi 2 1316]." 3, "

Realtjo ...... Chinandegs. . 730, JR DO DO N D




The villages (Pucblos) of Nicaragua, as officially stated,
are as follows:

£ érﬁﬁ
Name. e " ZEa
= ()
Subtiava. ......... X

Egeseseys

5e
=2
-F.

[42’?} 8

3 bt b Bt et Bt et 05 O3 €3 15 e =3 OO

. Inugllpc... eor

051
000 ¥
Ma ) 5
tagalpa. ....| 994 51f 8
Chlnl.m{e‘gu.. .. us8lIoan
850 9
810 7
800 9

L Ncsesal -

0 e
T I L I ST

Leon........... i

Chinandega....| 705

areesipa .ol 50 100111
a vesee

@ e joed b ed 3ok
L SN ORI 60 el o

<
.U-I-d:.-
—

RRSta| p o

Momot ombeo....... . *+++| | Lakeport.
Ban Carlos...... cose ol 8 'moniurport.l P. 0.
8an J'n deCincoPinos . 8!. .. )ee]oe] Te.] #MBlecerenniiivinennas
San Rafnel del Norte|Jimotega ........| 412{100(..| 1| 6
Pueblo Nuevo.....,.|Rivas ..........| 426i...|,.1..]..].
Jahr..............!huuso'ovh.. 428| ¥0|10| 1} 7.
Ban Jsidro..... cevsne veesese.| 8901...1 9.1 4
San Miguelito......,|/Choutales....... 8%0| 70|..] 1j..
8an Lorenso......... ‘¢ 870 4| 2/ 2| 7
La Comcordia........|Jinotega .......| 863 9| 1418} 4
Jicaro.... . ...... Nueva Segovia..| R12| 73)12| 1| 2
8an Pedro de Lovago. [Choatales. ... ., 42| 6| 1]..
..... eesees.|Nuova Begovia 286| 72| 8| 110
i { TP 260)...1 .|..| 2|
Dipilte........c.....|Nuava Segovia,.| 244) R6| 8| 1}..
i e | 342 921
an is0.cc0ucss PR . coee. p
224/200] 8] 1| 8
PTVLRN PO T
200 9
197

AT - X )
ey ol - . -
3 >,

I
Ed
&%
oy s
b ot bt o S 0t e Pt +




The principal Valleys (Valles) are, following the list of the

statistical offices:

Department,

Sabana G
Sto. Doming
Zambrano, . .. e s
San Franciseo del Carn
TelporhIapit. e ves onit ot

MANRZUN. ceoeasaaon

ILa Conquista....
Taneabuyin,coee

. LasIslas. ..
Malucatoya.. ...

Narmimi......
Esquipuias
Las Vilas

RIVAB: <. vmicesivneds

|

{Cunpa ...
{Betulia. . ins
Sta. Rita........
Morrito

El Almendro
Ruddio de 1a Ley
Piedra Pintada. .

Chontales

Leon. ..

Los Zapatas
ar Nicol

Sun Andonio. .
Ocotal.eeecnconss
|
Chinandega, ........ AEOYMA sl s T iombn 30 dinsre
Nuovi SOROVIN, cou..
Cuje

| Tamarindo.
|Vijnhual....
Pericon.....
Sto. Domingo. .
Carlional...
1 Coyol

| Estanzuela,

. Santa Cruz

Jinotega. ... .. v g
|Villa Vicja..

Cosegiilim. coieiioescaieaes

San laens.cocioeiviicnanas

|
Population.
|

Jurisdiction.

300
700
300
50
200

400
300

46

H24

|Pqtrero Grande 4

{Tomahii .... 413
|Apanas .. it 54
|Sta, Mari 385
IMancotal 00
|San Esteban 400
|Risle S vivs 512
HJRIHI de Tejer - 500
|Dantall. ....coceoeniieaans] 664
Chahuite Grande y Majon. .| 680
|San Antonio.... | 325
|Yale....... | 1300
|8an Gabriel, ., 809
Sabana Grande 404
|Guadelupo, ... 46
|El Hono. .. 062
|{Guasqunli "7
| Lns Caiine, 68
Samulaliv..ooiiiiaieenans 430

Manngua,
“

“
“
“

Jinotepe.
San Marcos.

Granada.

Belen.
Moyogalpa.
Alta Gracia.

Juignlpa.
“

San Lorenzo.
Acoyapa.

Sto. Tomas,
Juifalpa

Leon,
Santa Rosa.
El Sauce.

“

““
|

El Viejo,
“

Somoto,

Totogalpa.

Telpaneca.
“

Condega.
Esteli.

|Esteli.
b as
| e
“
Jinotega.
“

“
“
“
“
“
bl i
| “
San Rafael del Norte.
R

“
|
Mata L'Ill pa.

"
“
“w

oigizea vy GOOGl@
C




i !
Department. 1 Name, ‘l'upulaliou. | Jurisdiction.
i | !
JinOtegR. . v.eeiann.. Matazano........ 84 | Matngalpa
‘Uuinco. .. . 4 ! .
iYueul,.. . 468 i “
Ocotal . . 892 “
{Ban Pablo.... . ®id H o
{Llmones..... . | o .
1llolum Norte..... ......ee | “
!Apante. . e
|lem Grande . ceeenn i “
Yacica...... R . | s
!Jucu:u W Arrib: PR i (0
Jnnmi‘qui . ! .
jGitiligua. ..., . Muy ey
Agua caliente. . .. ;
jCungrejal. ... . | 4
{El Qjoche ... . o
{Mal Paso. .. . 5 o
‘San Jeromimo. . ! P
Bl Potrero.cov.inieeeenne i Lo
: | g

Principal Cascrios as e¢numerated in the official docu-
ments:

'

Department. Niune. ‘ Population. Jurisdiction.
Masays..coeeeenass s NOPOME. .00 oivivieennnn,. 400 :Masaya.
Tos Trapiches... 1000 La Victoria.
Monte cd(mdu . 30) e
Potrero......... o 00 Nindiri.
Ban Juan ., 1200 La Coneepeion,

Carago....oovvuvee.|Los Potrerillos ., .coneann
'
|

30 Sta. Terema.

Chontaled . oeeiaeese|Sun Marcos.......coveue oo

Rivi8..oeeerioeneees T8 Corros.oooonnn. Yo 1200 Rivas,

Las Piedras... .. L
Veracruz. ......... . 1000 P
¥l Rosario. l LUK I
Popagnapa . . 1006 Lo
La Puebln. ome
La Choeolata oo iionaiod] S0 “

|

|

]
461 Jubyalpa,

Snn Buennventuay 1695 Boaco,
Boaco Vicjo. ... R21 .
ElTule.... 337 o
Racal..... Hm “
'Olama ...... 433 ¢
El Rodeo... 726 ¢

Saguatepe . 413 ¢
Vejuco..... 413 I«

Cerro Largo ... 302 i

Santa Incs.... o1 [T

Wirruea . . R40 Lo

Paso de L. . 415 E o
Tukagua y Agu: oo e

Fruta de pan. » 1000 (i Libertad.
E! Jocote . 420 iComalapa.
La Moutanita 340 ' “*

¢ Casas Dispersas ™. ., 402 "
Montaila . .... eeann .. 30 : San Jos s,
Moutefresco ..v...... conant 336 ‘Hun Lorenso.



i
Department. !

Naine. Population. Jarisdliction.
Choutales...ooveie. . Puehlo Viejoeeeaooioooiae 310 8to. Trmas.
i.uw ........ sesecrrtesanns 316 o
L T (Tololar......vvviiuenan s 8’07 Leon.
Lox Lechecuaos. 836 o
il'nau Konito ... 300 Telica.
Salitre.... 311 .
Chinnundega......... 1San Benito ....eeiana.. 400 Chinandega.
Sta. Barbarn ceeeiioneen. 3w h
Nueva Segovia ... JAgun Buenad ooiennin 816 Somoto.
Las Salanns. ... 346 s
Ducuali. .. 462 Palucaguina.
I.’ncote .. . 420 "
128pote e eeeieennane.e cene 301 “
Jinoteza ....iveien .ELa)zunu, 300 Estell,
[Potreril] 327 “
<| Boeny abaj 300 Puerto de Bocay.
Siquia.ceeieiieo {Rio Mico....... [RPUTPTPRTIN 342 Rama.
‘Rio Siguin ceeeanai 342 v
t
Corn Island. ...... (Great Corn Island........ l 600 Blueflelds.
Little Corn Istand..oeeana? 200 “
I
GobernacionCuicuina Cuienina. oo iaeiaal, )
\Wany 300
'Siune 60
Tunkey 4.0
Laguna de Perlas .;l,:u:ulm de Perlas o.o.... 422

Other Valleys are, still following official documents:

Departiment, ! Nawme. | Population. Jurisdiction,
MAnagus eeeeennnn .'Laurel Galan i 280
ica .., 250
{San Benito. 200
‘Fl Obraje...coiiveecienns 189
MASATA ovenemenas. Veinto Cuatro.ooonouis: 60 * Tismna
Los Altos .., o 24 Masaya,
Norowme. . 49 Catarina,
PRCAY . o vveannn 21 '
! '
Carizo. covevecoo.ne. (Bl Agnaeate...oouinnns 160 Dirlamba.
{Buena Vista...o....o... 10 “
Greanada.ooooooeaiPanndoya . 228 Grannda,
s Orilla 220 Nandale.
Lo Cocos, 18 (ranadi,
OZOMAY. s iee e L) b
Santa Clara, .. 282 "
L Arroye .o . s Dirla.
apatern oo .es [ ﬁmnudn.
| |
Rives oo ciiieeecoSanehez cooeeon i 25) {Belen.
{hox Angeles .. 2540 (Moyognipa
'San Franeiseo., ... ..oe 260 'Alta Gracis.
' |
!
Chontales........ ... Llano Grande. ..oeoveesei 170 Juigalpa.
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Department. Name. Population. Jurisdiction.
Chontiles...........|8an Francisco........... 230 Bouco,
Sto. Domingo.. 229 La Libertad.
Rodeo , ....... 200 San'Lorenzo,
San [ldefonso 200 bl
Rojoya ...... 110 s
Llano Grande 160 &
Posoll s caiviiise 106 “
Potrero Grande ......... 140 2
Leom :.veeoenis seese|Los Zarzales............ 200 Leon.
Los Arcos.... 80 El Jicaral.
!Buena Vista . .. 85 “
|San Juan de Dios 1 a0 1%
IEI Alcaraban, 124 b
|Las Pilas. .. 1 39 "
Hatillo ... 200 Santa Rosa.,
Chaparral ... ‘ 200 £y it
Las Delicias . 128 5. i
Real de la Cruz | 120 i L
|El Cuervo... | 120 2 L
'El Boquevon. 5 150 s &8
’Gnijnlupu.. % I 260) ' (0
|Limay..... 250 £ v
Bl Rodeo | 200 i, o
| Valencia. .. } 250 u 8¢
[San Martin. . I (O
@uingainpn. l 200 o i
|La Pita.. | ] “oow
|Mesitas...... o 32 i o
|Las Mercedes........... ‘ 150 El Sauce,
Chinandega.........|/Opico......... TE ARV | 250 Il Viejo.
Tos Mayorg: 157 |Poroltegn,
| Jinocuagito. 272 Sowmatillo.
[Pueblo Viejo. 102 “
Los Huatales. 160 44
El Pilon... 156 L
|El @braje 253 B
“oﬂspino.. ’ 149 Sunto Tomas.
bitog....... 209 b A
0jo de Agun. 1560 4] ¢
Vado Aucho . 182 46 =
llﬁ(l)sz\rmlllon. ‘I’(Nli San .{lmnde Cineo Pinos.
Zapote. ... | - 3
El Cerro. 116 s by
Pavon .... 171 48 W
Espino . 101 4 "
Zacaton . 217 £ e
Zarzal .. ... 98 ¥ 38
Montafia..... 160 San Pedro.
Plan Grande. 275 B, < iy
Ocotillo ..... 150 o, Jnk
Vijahna [ 170 Sl 28e
Panal .... | 150 fea., 86
Talquezal | 83 fan Francisco.
El Terrero. 181 ‘ 84 s
Naucital. 252 . - 48 48
~|La Concepe 5 85 Villinueva
Los Encuentros. 104 | ¥¢
Los Achotes........ 208 I ¢
Nueva Segovia....../Santa Teresa............ 267 Somoto.
Santa Isabel... 185 -t
El Espino.. | 198 ¢
El Angel.. | 267 i
Yealupe .. ‘ 148 €
Talquezal | 200 Lo A
Sta. Rosa.. 06, 1.5
San Juan.. 121 xF
El Potrero... 149 48
Sta. Barbara. 124 b
San Francisco..... s 201 §

Digitized by CO()S lC




Tiepartment.

Name.

Jurisdiction.

Nueva Segovia. . ..

Jinotrga .....

.|Terrero Grande .........
Sto. Domingo........
Sabana Grande..
Verapaz .....
Cayantii...........
Rancho .... ......
San Juan. .
El Suyatal...
Calabnzeras
Amatillo. .,
Apansiguel
8anta Ana.
San Jeromino

San Ramon..

8an Diego... ..
Santa Rosa ........ e
El Jocote ........

Potrerillos..............
Santa Lucia .

Culee ........
Guaguecali.,....
Algodonal .....
Calpules. ........

Mata Palo.......
Para..........
Palugua.........
Cofradin.........
Hatillos. ........
Sabana Grande. .
Roble..... ee
San anclsco..
Penazco .
llm Aln]u .

Sapnote .
Calpules.
Aradito ...... .
La Jagua........
Raueho...........
8an Fernando....
iBusucayan ......
Casag Viejas.....
El Carbon .......
(Tostoll........
'La Puerta........
|El Limon.. .
El Tr.lpivhe. eeee
‘8olonli. .

‘E Plantel.......

Los Puzos. ooiiveinnnn..
LasCruces...oveeen. ...
Canlatit.......... PR
Jabalies. .

Trim—.heran'.'.‘...'. .. I
‘Marafional...ooveeennnn

San Pedro....... .
Isidrillo ... ..
Cerritos
Funosa
‘Pastoreo
Carrizo ...
‘Regadillo.
iJicaro.

San Rafael & Inbnn« ita
Labranzas........ co.e.s
iRodeo ...
b.m Roque .
'Sun Autonio
Hati

PETRE

Totogalpa.

L1 :

“

L1}
Telpsnm.
Macuelizo.

“

[
Mosonte.
Limay.

"
Condega

"

[

.o

L1}

6

4

o

L
Pucblo N-:‘ovo

“ [
6" "
" [
e L1}
“ [
. "
1] L
] "
“" "

Mos?nu. N

g

Ciudad Antigus,
“ "

Murra.
o ..
Quilali. Y.
13

6
6
“




. ]
L'epartment. | Nuawe. iPopulation. Jurisdiction,
] B
i 1
Jinotega...o..ovv. .. San Loreuzo. Trinidad,
Licoroy ... .. i N
Catinedn | . : °
Eapiual . . v
Tomabii. .. ol *
Kapino.. . ‘
Rosario Vi o
El Hornillo | o
Ollanca. .. ‘“
El Naranjo : | o
Atincon Large.. ‘ v
B0 Franciseo. . : | ':

M tagalpa ...c.c 000

{Caila y Vopal.
luvltleg. .. ] .....
Barranco Blanco.
Jocomico .
Tomayunc:
Yanque. ..
Naranjo..
Mositas . ...
‘Matazano...
Dominical ..
(Bueulay. .
Santn Barbara.
{Lipululo. . ..
Tomatoya y Uik
‘Lomas.... ..
!Nmmnu(l

IYupnll..
iMesas ...
‘Llano L
Lajn.

Guiquizque
iMora y Chiclhigues.
Camalote........

Vijagual....
La Bolsa y K
s Pavoua.....
{Coyolar .... .

:Quebrada Seca.
San Andres.

Rodeo Grande
Sauta Cruz.....
Cabuyal ... ...oco.00il,

Piedra Colorada. .

Laguna feca........ vees !
ol
|

Azancnr
Pueblo Viejo.

San Murcos
Rancho.

Yaule arriba.
San Salvador ..

Las Limas. .
Totumblita.

i
i
i
i

Can Rafael
S

‘@

‘e

“

“ -
“ “ “

L Conecordia.
.

“
o
.

Han Isidro.
e

w“w
“

i
Boeay.
e

. Matagalpa,




b epar ment. ! Name, "Topulation, | Jurisdietion.
Matagalpa...... Montafin........ .. . 201 Te rra.bom
Rincon. 213 '
Apama .. 169 ! b
08 | w
195 ‘Esquipulas.
0 B
22 “
160 Svlb:lco-
LY
Rio Viejo. w
Carizo. . 183 Sm Diomsno
('urrizvnl ceen 65
Pacaya..... h5 o
JTempisque. . 122 o
Ocoto........ N et} o
] ! .

To give an exact idea of Nicaragua, the following table

completf‘s the list of the existing Caserios, as stated in official

documents:
Department of Managua.

Nume, Top. | Jurisdiction. Name. i Pop. Jurisdiction,
San Andres. ... 150 e 150
Noandayosaooooo. J00 4 180
El Carm N I ] ' Sanchez ..., 100
Las Filas . 100 (Pastoloyn. ..., 180
San Juan - 150 {hos Gutiereoz. .. 130
Santa Ann . 80 Sragalegua. 100
San Jonquin ' 70 ‘Jacobo | . 60
San Pablo .. D LY rlnu Mercedes. ., 80

Department of Masaya,

Nine, Pop. | Jurisdiction, Naune, Pop. Jurisdiction,
Tos8 Trapichitos. 160 Nandasmo, Kl Portillo.... 100 |La Victorix.
Monte Redondo. 300 Ta Victoria, I Yolean . 200 |Nindiri.
San Ignacio ... 160 La Concepefon, wntepe . 200 e
El Llano. 250 Musuya San G uulnmplo 200 (La Concepcion,
Los Rincones...; 200 Masitepe, . Los Moneados. . 269 i
El Avenal....... |10 b q

1 |
Departmcnt of Granada.
- = —_ o e
Nimo, l Pop. i Jurisdiction, E Nime, Pop. | Jurisdiction.
¢ 1

Malicos ...ovn.n 188  Granada, Pdiguelite... ... 48 |Granada,
El Capulin......| 274 | s i La Granadilla,..| 200 |Nandnime,
Lo Laguni......l 188 | ¢ i Santa Juana 60 “
Sun Caralampio. 19 Nandnime, San Ramon. ... 30 “
Mombicho...... 65 Granada,




Dcp artmcnt of Carazo.

‘ op. Jurisdiction. ' Nime. ‘ Pop. t Jurlsdiction.
| anenn e | ———— e '—._,__.__‘____. —— —— s -
joe | ) |Tinotepe Aragon. ... 100 [dinet e
l as Cadadas....| 100 {Diriamba. Tecomapi . G .
Las Cinco Esqul-! "Abompoa . 60 | Dirizonba.
NAS .ceeerne.ol JO0 |San Mareos, Banta Cruz. ... 2.0 Bt Terewa.
ElLAbra.......) 50 [linotepe. Tos Cruees..., oy v
El Zapotal . ‘ W .- ;
Depa.rtmcnt of vau.
H
Name. l Pop. ! Jurisdiction. | Name, Pop. Jurisdiction.
! |
Ostfonal ........| 185 S.mJuan de! Nlr 'El Limonal.....; 133 |Bucnos Aires.
86 'hl Menco.. . 176 *
L ‘ I'El Cocnl . o 106 &
Papayal......... 78 e ¢ |/San Marcos ..... 180 |Belen.
Palenque....... 96 |8an Jorge. Nata de Caiia. 200 [
8an Antonio 96 | v {8an Isidro.. 200 [Rivas.
Chilate.........| 110 Moyognlpa. | El Abompon....| 267 |Potosi,
La Councepcion..| 210 ! s [Callode Enmediol 247 -
Ban Joad del Sur| 130 | [[ X Limona. 8 |
8.n José del i o [{Puso de Piedra. . 62 a8
Norte ........| 200 jAlea Gracis, Sabana Grande.. 136 “
Bulbu.. 160 " PUS. oveaeennn) 150 |
Urbaite.........| 100 “ ] 'las Lajas .......| 152 -
Department of Leon.
TS o ’ i P 3
Name, ] Pop. I Jurisdiction, ’ Name. | Pop. | Jurisdiction.
|
Platanal. .,.... 128 |Leon. |El Tambor...... | 68 Banta Rosa,
Avingisca...... 237 ¢ |El Pulito ....0. | b9 v
Barro..seieanes 260 ® {El Garrobero....| 108 S
Los Ranchos....| 200 “ Tierra nova..... | 24 "
Hato Grande.... 225 3¢ |0jo de agua..... 20) Subtiava.
El Convento.... 2 o la Platera..... 150 »
Chacra seca ....| 221 i El Terrero 100 4
Tolapa .... 200 » 'El Chagfi 125 “
Tolapita . 120 “ |Cerro C o\ute 84 <
Cerritos « 100 v [El Parral...... 1385 El Suuce
Tierra blanca...| 100 “ ||Petaquillas......[ 163 |
Las Tablas. ..... 60 |El Jiearal, | Tololo | 230 | «
La Calera....... 6) » {'El Gua 18 | «
Nunce dulee.... 150 " El Jicarito......| 286  Telic
BTl csecoins 200 “ |/Las Lajas....... 160 o
Bordos .... 100 [Santa Rosa. |\ Mojon «. coeenees 133 s
S8an Pedro. 250 ’ {[los Caraos .....| 147 | «
Ml Paso. 100 iy ILa Platera. .| 160 Gun ul?u ague,
Mozotal. . 160 i Cuatro huquhms 126 |
El Picacho. 135 8t [ El Pascante..... | 260
El Coyol. 116 3 {Tas Tablas...... | 144 ‘Aﬂm apa.
Las Cafi 100 & {Las Delicins,....| 168 ]
Corralito. 78 . |Lagartillo ...... [ 126 o
El Jicote 106 “ | | |
I




Nome. | Pop.

Dcpa.rtment of Chmandcga.

Jurisdiction,

Ban Tos. de Mn-i
pachin........| 200
San Jos!' de lag

Fl \ iejo.
“

Chichigalpa.

i
Chinandega, II Il Bosque. .
“

]! Nume. l Top. I Jurisdiction.
d ]
!
|

El Guanacastal..| 113 'Chh-hig.tlpn
Po-olte;,n.

IMonte San Juun.

¥l Medrano. ... 94 ae

Valle Vicjo......| 167 “

La Danta. -{ 140 |Somotillo,

I"Jo Grande. 170 8

Pavanita ,. 160 i

Consulta,. ..., 69 “

!

Department of Chontales.

| Jurisdiction.

Lajas. ... ... &0
Sarama ..., 8)
6o

I 69

1M

1 s

N

Nami l Pop
th Rita ..... 261
El Potreru.. 154
Sun Antonio ... 205

La Merced ....
El Hatillo.......
El Potrerillo. .

La Pita.. 210
La Laguna . 177
El Arado... 80
Guanacastillo... 151
San Lucas..... 120
Ja Manga 80

Maderas Negras. 80
Madera de Agui-

lares. ... 70
Banadi 100
El A\itp( ro. (]
San Ubaldo . 100
SanJoss,. | o0

San Agustin..,. .. o)
Agun Buena ... no

Kl Zapote, .. 190
Caren. 140
11
y 120
y C u\||”ll 218
Cerro Grando.,, 08
La Corona ..... 115
L Calera. 116
Tolimapa .. R
Mowmbucho . 20
L Salinas . 15)
San Isidro. .. 125
La Palma .. 100
Matamba,. 120
g 100
lr--mroru 195
El Robl 125
El Pocho | 220
San Franeisco. o 10
Concepcion.., 280
San Antonio 120
Cangrejal . . ' 180
El Aguign | 100
El Seno .. | 100
Cailada.. | 200
Burro. . 100
Palancas 80
Caiia Vieja. . %0
fintillo ... 110
M lj'uln F oo

Roaco.
"
|«

‘Arm '||m

“
“
“

““
“
“
“
“
! “

Ia Libertad
“

“
“

“
e ‘amonpa
“

“

Comulapa,

«“

’ Pop. , Jurisdiction.

.l 100
100 “
San I!.nmlo 3 2 (i
BBuena Vista.... 100 “*
San Francis 80 “
Potrero (err ulu 216 [S.Pedro de Lovage.
La Pintnda.. ...| 77 | u
Baradi. | 54 [ “
76 | v “
| R “
| 139 “ “
. 127 o g
Llano de h\
|‘|rm 55 ] 248 o -
5 “ “
46 |« “
4(.' o “
‘ 100 | © “
| ¥ nd |« “
63 oL "
n2 bt 4
By | w “
i 80 [San Lorenzo.
% “
60 “
h) “
. 60 o
. 06 A
A 70 o
1 . ‘ n8 g8
o 06 3¢
| . | 100 “
Portillo o 45 °»
Acote, | 18 4
Gualiog : 30 <>
San Agustin.... 2 3
Ineendio... 30 »
cuna 40 i
Isamo. 0 4
| E1 P cfion.... | 137 [8an Miguelitis,
Terron colorado. 68 by
[lAtillns...oouen s ’ 162 |Santo Tomas.
Los Molejones, . 133 “
Hamacas.. .. ‘ 103 >
Santa Clara. ... 17 *
| dicarito...eevs| 271 b
Melehor [ '8) [San Carlos
Tule. b0 “
Islas de Solontl-
(1111 PR . 160 g

Di fum-ﬂk




Department of Matagalpa.

1
Name. Pop. | Jurlsdiction.
8an Fraucisco... 150 'Matagalpa....
Bucna Vista 201 | e
Cumplida.. 208 { s
191 '
138 | “"
L1820 “
.. 194 i “
Qm-lrrudn Honda| 156 | [
8an Antonio....... i 96 !N lntnp;
COYOl...vuernnaat 102 |
Chapuitillo...... 120 ‘ (0
8un Krtelan.... 102 '
La Vitahaya.....| 100 |
El Exquiriu, 80 [Muymuy.
Bonctes .. 78 fe nulmn v,
Poyncucn... 88
Sauts Rosa...... 96 ‘
Piedras Urundu. ' “

o

Department of Jinotega.

, Jurisdiction,

La Yita .....
LaJoya.......
Pintadas......
Limon ..
Ferrero...
Calabazn,.
Cheeura . . .
La Cruz.........
Carno. .oas

Hng ...
Calnda ...
Ajenjal ...
Santa Clara.
Yarculi ...
Sontule.
In Caila .
Blandou ... .
Rod.o Grande. ..
San Joad....
Pitul
Agu: Fris.
Montafia. .
Lagunilla ...

Pacaya

Coloneito .
Majon ......
Llano largo .....
Mesn Alta...
Ta loma ...
Las Anfinas.
laguns..
Mechupa .. .
Cunmicnll conns
Concrpefon . ...

Bl u--m e
Los Chabuites.. l,
Ji ﬁlns........
PAtS . ooerrnenne
Chahuites

ceseney

¥
E
|

Trinidad.

[
i .
.
“
“
"
.
“
“
o
.
“
“
.

Jluo‘tfgn.

.
.

H Nume. ‘ Pop. Jurisdiction.

i1 Hatillo | l 46 Terr:hona.
Cnserioa . . o060 ! o

| Lan Pllus . | 95 Esquipulus.
Sunta Cruz. 29 Kebweo.,
[Hatillo..........i k0 | ¢
‘Molino B & o
Almiranto.......| 25 | ¢
Valle abajo ... 88 “

1 Estero. . . i 3 [0

'Rio Nuevo. .....! (4] "

Pako Real.......0 24 “
‘Chaguititlo ... oo A
|[Aprico.. ... ... N 1] "

[ Caeno | “h ‘-
Qm-lnncluﬂ. . f oo .
Instuncia.. A GO | “
"l‘nunriudo gu |

|

1

i{ Name. E Pop. | Jurisdiction.
(nmhlm .. 35 Jinotegw,
cCorral de ]m dra. ! 80 B
Horno y Hatillo N .

1, Limon - 100 ' “
Yauli...... 60 o
1Sta. Ana, . oy “

* El Vijagual.. 82 Nan Kefael del

i | Norvte.

R Aveo oL ol o
[Coneepeion oLt W "
(Quebrida de i |

| arvibn ... & .
Rinconnda . 173 “
iPotreritlos (CV I .
iValieeilio, w ‘"
Il'n\mm 41 .

San Josd, ) l,n Coneordin,

f]l,m\ Pericon €3 .
iYeluew. ..o 2 | .
H{Quebradn arriba °T i “
Santn Rosa...... . 1% San |~ulrn
JISabunetas. o0 !

H ‘Mal Paso 15 l “

‘Rio Viejo..ovn. .. [l “
'Kl Bonete....... . “
§(iuanm-:mtev.. .. v
‘Bocay abnjo..... Puerto de Boeny.

‘Raiti y Burimate
Lawns’ ... .
\huntm
Sisayeri .
Turuguns
Craosirpe .
Quiplapisnc
Balana ...
Cajunt ..
{Aran
Nulnmlumn
,t ‘olon y Caserios.
|loluaskin..
Wawmblan y
Pateca,.
Qui ...
|Humaces.
lOculi ..
!Wlnu...... ..
‘Atignas.. .
\Walcran ... ...

\

42

.




Departmznt of Nueva chovu.

Name. | Pop. ! Jurisdiction, . Name. ; Pop. | Jurikdiction.
| |
|
Znpote ..., [ 5 "lnnmtu ) Los Leones. . T |Ciudad Antigua,
Jicarito. , 70 Bauta Clara, .... 8 U
Quiebrahacha...| 72 | s 50 “
Portilla de la ‘ 7 "
ORUE sisecssnas 37 4 21 ‘ [
Coyol . 30 8 \rmml 180 Jicaro.
Jobo . 63 o Snbana ;:mlulo ¢ -
Gay lmp\blllua J0 112 " Calicjon. 49 a¢
Cosmapa . 24 sy Encinos.. 176" | ¥
Salamnr 60 * Muyuea . 144 | ¢
Carratizi 84 € ji i 110 } "
Nucascolo 78 b 126 =
Limon . 103 &4 Ologalpa. . > 88 |
Sapotillo | [15) Ly Sasacali 3 86 |
Melonar | 43 b Rocorro . 10 Murra.
Mutasnno 131 s Montaiiit . 11 A8
Cascabel 100 = Las Carretas ... 27 b
Cacanli . 161 iy Candelaria ..... 18 ‘ %
29 i Camalotal.. \ 20 )
107 a Las Anin & a7 4
80 e anali. Y 41 Quilali
Matazano, 80 - Guanna 20 7 M 1
Inali 90 £ 47 a3
El Nar. nnjo 128 L% 2 &
Coyolitos ., 96 4 8 v
\luropnl 8 . P Extanzueln 62 Limuy.
1 O [ Gunilo. . 0831
ISL [Yalugilina. San l.t-r(nm 98 @
124 ‘ . Liv Flor..... 82 |
115 by Tranquerns . 17 i
o | " Horno 2 b
60 | o Quebradas 42, [0
62 " Colocondo, . o | o«
i b7 | pY El \'u.lmu d 24 Ay
Bl Potrero, 77 Ocotal. | l‘uh-nml s 9 L
El Jobo. .. 32 A a1 by
Ococoni 33 Macuelizo. 89 i
Fuoeino ... Kl o Capulin..,. 45 o
Brafil ..... o o Carrizal ... 18 b
Calpules... 27 | " Guarrimo . 9 4
Trognleguas, <6 | L Mateare... 16 1
Mesa de Ale G i Bumbum . 35 -
Kl Paraisito 40 | e | Chaears @ 10 | ¢«
Ocote Seco. ; 40 | s Pahng 3 31 o
Zapotal .. : 126 Santa Maria, Pedernn . 39 Condega
La Joy 198 | e Tule . & | *
rol 161 | . i i 43 w
pule 91 ) Sun Jo 136 L
Aguacate 72 ] Santa Te 47 | 1
h3 [ Mosonte, Lagnua.... 01 ¥
Kl Rl»lu d A Rodeo 1 e
[,-.\ H.n-m.g 2 ¥ Rio Arriba 169 | AL
San Antonio 40 | se Lubranza . 192 g
])lplhu Vicjo 414 |Dipilto. a8 1«
Ilorno 2B fos 95 Pueblo Nuevo
Apali . 21 |Ciudad Antigua. 66 | 2t
Guineo . 103 | “ 65 i
Zapote. .. | 20 ¢ 63 | o
Cucharas, | 6 g 132 s
Ramos, . . 15 | s 122 5
Sabanetas . . 15 | b 706 4
Matazano .......| 13 pid | \'\n Antounio, 83 ‘ u"
Tablazon, i 9 4 | ro Grande ... 66 -
Kl Carbon | 22| " \ & MU S350 3l ‘ "
Santa los | 8 | 2 | [ |

‘»,Googlc




Department of Zelaya.
|

| Niume, |

Nume, Pop. | Jurisdiction, Pop.
|
‘ b, 1 100
" Gob, Laguna de Ocanguns. . 1}
Ban Vicente..... 08 | l'orI:x. Pie-Pis 100
El alenque .... 118 2% s Bow 108
Reyquipura ... 188 " tala 60
Cacavila..ooea.s 87 i
'untade machete 45 | iy 112
JRIOVE. . ieaanss 123 | i Sinquisti .. o 26
Brow Bank..... 100 | o Coearaguala ... 47
Tusbapowine ... 204 9 NIBICUAB Loienee | 09
Saw Mill .. .... 111 |Gob. Warva. Ouepi ... 651
b7 | " Sandy Bay | 135
88 oy Walpa ... 24
or | {1 Lz ol 104
Binly . 67 | oo Ramae. .o 281
Tuapy . 120 | i L Bago Bancduin )
Kinkira . 164 o Sun Jacinto .. 500
Stosin ... 88 ] B¢
San Jacinto.....| 250 |Gob.PuntaGorda
El Almacen,.... 10) | (s |
Punta Gorda ... 200 | % | 1,134
) ICom. Gracins a |
Conlisssnamaaney 138 |7 Dios
Wonls .ooeuenne. 180 | £ 106
Sanpuca .. 267 As 299
Ulnas..... 183 " 116
Sanlola .. 46 | i 62
Leimus. .. 49 | s 272
Bulsirpi 41 | s Andreas . 241
Barra de Prinza- Rayapura . 66
polea... *e 78 |Dis. Prinzapolea ' Saclin, ... | 262
Halhua ... 181 | h Pransa .. o
Cuculaya . 216 e Bucbue. . 109
Zayasixa . 225 1 v Umbra .. 138
Wanta. ... 7 4 Nauanas 35
Comualta . 182 | N Cajuro . 1385
Walpasixi 104 | 4 | Balina, 65
Tawan Tar T4 L | Waila os
Wanclua . 18 | g Palpa .
Cuiculinita 200 |Gob. Cuicuina, |[Daea .
Tungla c..ooeeee 150 | kS {|San Ramon . ....|

Jurisdiction,

Gob. Cuicuina,

[Gob, Rio Grande

“
"
| "
“
| “
| “
“
[ Dis. Biquia
8. Juan del
Norte

Com

Com, QGracius 4
i Dios.

“
“
“w
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“

The people of Nicaragua are distributed in:

1565 communiti¢ s, each with 50 or
248 o “ 50 to

383
167
62
16
11
8

=N

“

.

less inhabitants.
100 X3

100 ¢ 250 ¢

250 ¢ 500 “

500 ‘¢ 1,000 o
1,000 ‘“ 1,5t “
1,560 **  2.000 RS
2,000 ““ 3,000
3,000 “ 5,000 b
5000 *“ 7500
7500 * 10,000
10,000 “ 15000 ¢
95,000 o
45,000 . '

Total, 1,058 communities, with —;‘.'::,199 inhabitants.

! This figure may be an error of the census. *S-e first note.

also be a mistike,

4

3 This

4

number of houscs may



Studying the census lists the reader will find a great
number of anomalics. There are cities, like San Juan del
Sur and Ciudad America, and towns like Realejo and Trini-
dad, with a very reduced population (Realejo not having
morc than 73 inhabitants); and, on the other hand, caserios
like San Buenaventura, Tasagua y Aguasca, La Pucblo, and
five others, with over 1,000 inhabitants, and villages liks Sub-
tiava and Sauce! with over 7,500 inhabitants.

Stranger still is the comparative small population in
some cities, as Granada? with 4,494 houses and only 9,086 in-
habitants, or Rivas® with 1,510 houses and only 3,800 in-
dividuals, while other cities have comparatively a very dense
population, like Lcon with 45,000 people in 4,570 houses,
Managua with 25,000 persons in 3,030 houses, El Sauce
with 7,500 inhabitants in 5oo houses, Juigalpa with 2,796
people in 150 houses, and El Viejo with 4,021 people in 131
houses.

The following table exhibits tlie relative numbers of
Indians of pure blood and of Ladinos (who comprise white
people, negroes, zambos, mestizos, mulattoes and other
colored population), and also the morality and mortality of
population:

’ Births, | Deaths.
4 | 8| 2ol ! 8
| E | s | 4] Lo | X $E
Departinents, g | g8g|al3 : g | & |4 P E |53
L~ S 1~ (-~ A~ < 4 |2l d|2|=2| 4S8
= g S |= o/ 8 =g | 2l= S =k
= 2|3 |E :i; 5 |B|B|e|2| 8 |B=
‘ - 5] ! Jlalgl3l e |AIAlI<lo| & |Bd=
[ ‘ [
ks i s it Vit Fidi et = <Y = ] S IS
] | l
IR0BA  Aodsnsneing 7,772 87 (1115 112 0 605 180 747
Alanagun b2| o51| 872 200 342
Chontales . 497| 461, 752 y 143| 770
Jinotega 7'“1 572

434| 493| 13361205
153| 151 408| 205

dios a2l cenl1719!
Nueva Segovia. . bH‘ 880 ]4]_:1

Chinandega .. 860, 48

AFAYD ..0es 110/ 846| 120| 221| 456| 339
Q{n‘“f{?lm 206| 94| 57| 116/ 300/ 688
RVAS.cv.ns o47| 85| 127| 81| 282 403

Hh| 124| 166\ 408( [07

Gra da . ' (
Btnslle o6l 4] 62 66| 150] 831

Cnrazo.

[209111602/152001666] 4588 5627

45



In this table, for want of data, the entire population of
the Atlantic coastland, 89 communities with 20,541 inhabi-
tants, has been excluded.

In comparing this census with the above demographic
table, which embraces the entire year of 1896, and which
is also made out of official data, new abnormalities ap-
pear. Not counting the comparatively low death rate and
the widely differing and unequal augmentation of the people
in diffcrent departments, the whole population appears in
the census as too small and seldom in correspondence with
the relations of births and deaths.

Each Department is governed by a “Gefe politico,” who,
at the same time, is “Sub-delcgado de Hacicnda,” “Inspector-
General de Instruccion publica,” “Gete de Lstadistica,” and, with
the exception of Managua, Granada and Leon, also “Coman-
dante de Armas.” The Departments are sub-divided into cities
(cindades), towns (willas), villages (puchlos), valleys (valles)
and caserios. The first three of these are further sub-divided
into “cantones municipales” and “‘cantones electorales” The
same three divisions have municipal boards (juntas munici-
pales). From the military standpoint the Republic is divided
into “gobernaciones departamenicles,” “mayorias de plasa” and
“comandancias locales.” Besides cach economic district has
an “Administrador de Rentas fiscales,” and each judicial dis-
trict onc or more judges of first instance for civil matters, and
one or more for criminal matters.

Since 1896 Nicaragua, with Honduras and Salvador, has
been a State of the Republica Mayor de Centro-America. This
new federation is represented for its exterior relations by a
board called “Dieta,” of three, one of whom is appointed by
the legislature of each State. At the same time a substitute
for each is designated. Iach State by itself has a representa-
tive government, with alternating official terms, the powers
of which are divided between legislative, executive and judi-
cial branches. The Congress of Nicaragua is composed of 24
deputies, who mieet generally each year in August for 6o con-
secutive sessions. The executive power of Nicaragua is exer-
cised by a President clected directly for a term of four years.
He is associated with a Minister of “Gobierno,” a Minister of
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“Lomenio)” a Minister of “IHoecienda,” a Minister of “Guerra y

Al 0
Marina,” and a Minister of “Justruccion publica.” The Presi-

dent is also General-in-Chicf of the Army. The judicial power
is vested in a Supreme Court of Justice, in two Chambers of
Second Instance and in judges of inferior tribunals.

The

present President, General Santos J. Zelaya, whose first term

ended on the first of Iebruary, 1808, has been elected for a

sccond term.

Ilis cabinet and the other chief officers of State are as

follows:

General Erasmo Calderon............ ..\Iinister of Interior, Police, etc., P'rimier.
Fngineer Jos¢ Antonio Roman........ « Public Works.

Seitor Enrique C. Lopez. .ooev.va.nn. .. ‘ ‘“ Finance and Commercec.
Genernl Erasmo Cnl({eron‘.. cerreeneans o ‘“ War and Navy.

Seiord, Mufioz, oo oeeee,. . “ ‘“ Fomento, Acting.

wenor . Castitlo ... ool i Direetor-General of Post and T(\Ic‘gmph

Seiior Tibuveio G Bonilla.......... «o. Uresident of the Supreme Court.

Other important authoritics are the Gefes politicos,

Governors, of the different Departments, as:

or

General Domingo Lacayo, Xerez. . ooovviivienanienn. . ....for Carrazo,
Col. Feliz Pedro Zelaya, ..oooeoeen
Col. Carlos Zubirin, ...
General Juan Bodan, . Granada.
General Nieasio Vazquez, coveveeeen i ciiienennen. Lecon.

Franeisco Guerrero, ...... Ceeeees ¢ Managua.

General Pablo Reyes ... Zalays.

Chinandera.
Chontales.

Dr. José erez 8., ... Masaya.
General Rulllngs vee ¢ Matagalpa.

J. Padiila, ....... N Ceees Neuva Segovia.
Gerardo Barrios, cceeen.n.. . . . Rivas.

The Captains of the Ports are:

Col. D Estrada.........c.ce.ee. [RTTRORN viveee....For Corinto. .

Manuel Antonio Aguilar........... ..o San Juan del Sur,

E. ESpinoza.coceeesivinnn. ereeranes e weeees ‘“ San Juen del Norte.
/
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PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

In 1890 there were 263 primary and intermediate national
schools, with 303 teachers and 16,554 pupils of both sexes;

10 municipal schools, with 15 teachers and 871 pupils; 37

private schools, with 95 teachers and 1,895 pupils; 2 normal
schools for young men, with 42 professors and 724 students;
1 normal school for young women, with 9 professors and
117 students; and 2 universities, with 10 professors and 40
students; a total of 315 institutions, with 474 teachers and
20,305 pupils and students.

During the revolution of 1893 a great number of national
schools were closed, and in 18094, of the above mentioned
high and private schools, there were only 193 in operation,
as follows:

\

— [

Department. ;Svhoo'n. ; Department. -Schools.
|
MAnagUS.covereeeiaanionnneinns 12 | Matagalpa ceeiiiiiiiiiiiiinans 12
Chinandega......... 26 . Rivas....... PR 4

Jinotega and Nueva Segovin
Granada ....

Masaya. ..
Leon

83 Carazo. ..
12 | Chontales..........
18 On the Atlantic coas

Since then, and especially since 1896, the government
has rcopened some schools. Also a faculty of medicine and a
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law school were founded recently in the capital, Managua,
and new private schools have been established. There are
now about 46 schools more in operation, especially in the
Departments of Granada, Jinotega, Nueva Segovia, Mata-
galpa, Rivas, Chinandega and in the territory along the
Atlantic coast. Most of the schools are located in the large
cities, as Managua, Leon, Granada, Masaya, Chinandega
and Rivas, but besides ninc large communities, with from
5,000 to 45,000 inhabitants, there are 263, with from 250 to
5,000 inhabitants, which have in all only about 291 institu-
tions for public instruction. The population of Nicaragua
still ranks low in education. No census has yet been made
to ascertain how many persons know how to write and read.
The mass of the people, there is no doubt, is entirely ignorant.

This fact cannot be more forcibly stated than in the words
of a competent and well-authorized government official.

The Inspector-General of Public Instruction, Mr. I
Alberto Gamez, says in his recently published annual report
of 1895: “No tenemos maestros, no tenemos mobiliario, no
tencmos ttiles, no tenemos cdiﬁcios en una palabra, en la
Republica no existe la escucla,” (“we have no teachers, we
have no furniture, we have no teaching material, we have no
schioolhouses; in one word, the Republic has no school”).
The same government official further says, “that in Granada
and Leon (the most civilized cities of the country) there
are 30 per cent. of the children enrolled; but only 15 per
cent. learn the few things that are taught, and as the number
of the enrolled represents really no more than a fifth of the
children who ought to go to school, only 3 per cent. acquire
these few things.”
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VI.

AGRICULTURE.

The principal agricultural product of Nicaragua is coffee
(Coffea arabica). The amount of this berry raised shows
the cultivation of the coffee tree to be very extensive. The
number of trees growing in the different Departments is
approximately as follows:

Department. ' Number of Trees. l Department. ; Number of Trees,
MANAGUR ..erennennees 9,761,600 | Nueva Segoria. ... 531,100
.. 6,000,000 1 Chontales. .. eee 500,000

Y
. 4,600,000 | Chinandega .. 500,000
e 2,649,800 | Rivas...... .. 150,
,5680,000 ;
; | Total...eeeneen. 27,072,500

An official publication of 1894 shows 32,375,696 trees
under cultivation, with 23,000,000 in Managua alone, which
is an exaggeration so far as that Department is concerned.
As in the coffee region almost everybody has some trees
under tillage, their real number it is very difficult to ascertain.
There are over:

250 large coﬂ'ee ﬁncas m the Department of Managua.

520 ¢ Carazo.
100 ¢ o “ ¢ Matagalpa.
w 6 [ " " Jantegl

The principal coffee-finca owners in the Department of
Managua are P. M. Eisentuch (900,000 trees); Salvador Cas-
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o

trillo (720,000), Ignacio Paez (200,000), José Maria Falla
(200,000), Arturo Lizondo (153,000), Angel Robleto (150,000),
Daniel Frixione (150,000), Morris Heyden & Co. (140,000),
Ramon Sanz & Co. (125,000), Maximo Lopez (120,000),
Teodoro Hock (110,000), Salvador Bermudez (100,000),
Francisco Solorzano L. (100,000), Rafael Cabrera (100,000),
Terencio Garcia (100,000), etc.

The principal proprietors of coffee plantations in Jino-
tega are Alberto Peter, J. J. Bermudez, Palacio J. Vivas,
Arana & Lacayo, Alfaro & Gutierrez, Espinozas & Pando,
Talavera Hermanos, Lacayo & Robleto, Marcos A. Lacayo,
Tomas Lacayo, Margarito Zamora, and others. .

Large coffee-finca owners in the Department of Carazo
are Desiderio Roman, Testamentary Pareval J. M. Sanchez,
Juan P. Medal, Roman Castillo, Cleto Asenjo, José A. Her-
nandez, Gregoria V. de Jimenez, Magdalena Acevedo, Sal-
vador Garcia, Manuel Ortega, Gregorio Pena, and others.

Those in Jinotepe are Rapassioli & Hermanos, Vicente
Rodriguez, Testamentary Julian Parrales, José Antonio Gon-
zalez, Enrique Baltodano, José Gonzalez, Francisco Gonzalez,
Julio Castro, and others.

Those in Diriamba are Lacayo Hermanos, Juan Quin-
tero, Los Chamorros, Isandro Plata, Pedro Ortego, Chamorro
IHermanos, Anastasio Gonzalez, José Robleto, Donoso Mar-
tinez, Dr. Ramirez, Francisco Artolo, and others in San
Marcos.

Some of the largest proprietors of . coffee plantations
in Matagalpa arc Guillermo Jericho, Charles T. Manning
(representing a number of American companies), Narciso
Lacayo, I'ernando Lopez, Cosme Pinedo, Guillermo Sheri-
dan, Lopez & Zaguirre, Gen. A. Metrailler, Carlos Leclair,
Vega & Cantarero, Salvador Chamorro, Horacio Bermudez,
José Vita, Salvador Cuadra B., and others.

The American coffee companies in Matagalpa arc the
Indiana Coffee Co. ($50,000), Jumaiqui Coffee Co. ($50,000),
Lsmeraldo Coffee Co. ($40,000), Jilgucros Coffee Co. ($30,-
©000), all managed by Chas. T, Manning; also San Francisco
Coffee Co.; Matagalpa Coffee Co. ($25,000); Nicaragua Land
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and Coffee Co. ($50,000); the Minnesota and Nicaragua
Coffee Co. ($60,000); and the California Improvement and
Commercial Co. ($50,000).

The coffee tree yieldn when 3 years old, little fruit.
4 ‘“ an average of ¥ lb.
u o . . 5 s from /4 to 1 lb.
A 6 **  and thereafter, 1}4 to 21bs.

In the commercial statistics are stated the quantities of
coffee which were exported in 1896 and 1897, as well as in.
a number of years before.

The government encourages the cultivation of coffee by
paying five cents for each tree to planters having 5,000 or more
plants under cultivation in the Departments of Nueva Sego-
via, Chontales, Matagalpa and Jinotega. Twenty-one cents
are paid for each cacao tree and ten cents for each rubber tree,

In regard to cacao the Department of Rivas twenty
years ago had about 1,000,000 cacao trees under cultivation;
to-day this number is reduced over one-half, partly by negli-
gence, partly by insufficient rainfall during a number of years,
and also by the eruption of the Ometepe in 1883, which de-
stroyed a number of plantations with its ashes. Cacao is
further produced in Chontales, Chinandega and Carazo, as
well as in Granada, and especially in the region called ‘‘Valle
Menier,” where a plantation was founded years ago by the
celebrated chocolate house of Menier in Paris, but the yield
is not sufficient in quantity for export. There are new plan-
tations of cacao along the San Juan River, and also plan-
tations of the indigenous rubber tree (Castilloa clastica).

The government has paid premiums to the following
cacao growers; in Chinandega to Fulgencio Mavorga for 3,787
trees, Alberto Gamez for 3,098, Isidro Cornejo for 6,392,
Mariano & A. Arguello for 44,258 and Pablo E. Schubert for
§,688; in Rivas to Vicente S. Urcuyo for 22,300 trees, Isidro
Urtecho for 8,754, Manuel Maliafio for 12,323 and Francisco
Sacasa for 21,552; making a total of 132,052 cacao trees.

There are some rubber plantations in Rivas; one of
15,000 trees from 6 to 12 years old exists in Santa F¢,
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near Buenos Aires, about one and a half leagues from Rivas.
As no premiums have yet been paid for plantations of rub-
ber no more details can be obtained.

Premiums were paid for indigo produced in the Depart-
ment of Rivas to Manuel Antonio Carazo for 366} pounds,
Augusto Cavalli G. for 6,746, Vaughan Hermanos for 2,200,
Ximenez & Hermanos for 1,087, or, altogether, for 10,399}
pounds,

The cultivation of indigo is no longer profitable, and
only in a few places in the Departments of Rivas, Carazo and
Chinandega is the plant (Indigofera aiiil) still cultivated.

The cabulla (Agave) and pitafloja, for which also premiums
have been offered, are mostly cultivated in Telica, Quezal-
guaque and Subtiava in the Department of Leon, and in less
quantity in Chinandega, Chontales and Nueva Segovia. Both

. plants are found nearly everywhere in all Departments, and
are partly used for domestic purposes.

Tobacco is especially cultivated in the Department of

Masaya and out of thirty-three planters in the city of Masaya,
Leopoldo Solano had go,000 plants, José de Castro 60,000
Anguiz 55,000, and Carlos Abanuza 45,000. In Masatepe
therc were 500,000 tobacco plants cultivated, and Victoria
vielded a crop of 200,000 pounds of leaves.
) In, regard to corn, beans, mandioca, fiame, potatoes,
bananas, pineapples, rice, sugar cane, sorghum, cereals, vege-
tables, fruit trees, grapes, ctc., no reliable -data were to be
obtained either as to the areca devoted to them or the amount
-of the crops.

There are a great number of fincas (plantations) in every
Department; for instance, Chinandega has 926, Carazo 743,
Jinotega 679, Matagalpa 716, Chontales 829, etc., if the
official cadastre in the Department of Interior is correct.
Nearly every family of the rural population tills a little farm,
often rented from a large land owner. They always raise
bananas, corn, beans and some fruit trees, generally sjocote
{Spondias edulis), mango (Mangifera indica) and orange.

A great number of fincas is used for cattle farming,
«especially in Leon, Chontales, Chinandega, Nueva Segovia,
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Jinotega, Rivas and Managua. According to some statistical
data there were about:

50,000 head of cattle in Leon. ' 20,000 hend of cattle in Rivas.

50,000 ¢ “ Chinandega. 18,000 ¢ e Matagalpa,

40,000 ¢ “ Chontales, 15,000 ¢ “ Granada.

40,000 o Managun. 10,000 ¢ “ Musaya.

85,000 o Nueva Segovia. 5,000 ¢ “ Carago.

25,000 ¢ o Jinotega. 5,0 ¢ . Zelaya and Atlan-
tic coastlands.

Total, 3!3,000

There are also about 32,000 horses and mules in the
country. Swine are seen everywhere, even in the streets of
the cities. There are a small number of goats, and a few
sheep. Poultry is raised in immense quantity, and this as
well in the large cities as in the valleys and caserios.

In order to promote the improvement of live-stock and
the increase of vegetable products, as well as colonization, the
government gives premiums for the introduction of high
grade animals for breeding, and pays, for instance in the
Department of Zelaya for 5 years 3 pesos for 1 hectare of
wheat, 4 pesos for 1 hectare of sugar cane, 3 pesos for 1
hectare of tobacco, 3 pesos for 1 hectare of rice, 2 pesos for
1 hectare of beans, 2 pesos for 1 hectare of corn, 2 pesos for
I hectare of potatoes, 2 pesos for 1 hectare of pasturage.
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The liquor business is a monopoly of the government,

VIIL.

INDUSTRIES.

which sells the products of the great distilleries. Sugar cane
is the raw product from which the liquor, known as

aguardlente, is distilled. The following is a list of the exist-

ing distilleries.

Department,

Name.

Department.

San Jertn

Corcuera

Lgon .....
El Polvon

Mansgusa ...

Chinandega ....|San Antonio, Ch
San Antonio, B ...
San Isidro........

La Gloria.......

El Polvon
Rosa..

Mmo . .

geoeesn
cito ...

Granada........

The partly corresponding
was in pesos as follows:

Managus . 118,260.06
Leon... )0 402.65
Granada o T, 716 40
Chinandega .... . ol 14,68
MRSAYB ocenevaennnen . .504

Carazo.... . 86,742,638

Rivas ..... 28,787.98
Chontales , 26,683.01
Matngllpe\ 12,980.00
Nueva Begovls . 4,400.44
Jinotega ,740.88

Thesc distilleries are large producers of sugar and syrup,
products which are also manufactured in small quantities all
over the country, especially in the Departments of Chinan-
dega, Leon, Managua, Masaya, Carazo, Granada and Jinotega.
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Some indigo is produced in the Departments of Rivas
and Carazo; starch in Masaya, Rivas, Chinandega and nther
Departments; cheese in Chontales, Leon, Chinandega, Rivas,
etc.; soap in Leon, Managua and Granada; cigars and cigar-
ettes in Masaya and Managua; salt in Chinandega, Rivas,
Leon and Managua, along the Pacific coast; earthenware
especially in Masaya, Granada, Leon and Rivas, but also in
several other Departments; matting of palm and other leaves,
as well as baskets, straw hats and hats made out of palm
leaves and Panama hats made out of Carludovica palinata,
called fipijapa, chiefly in Rivas, Nueva Segovia and Masaya,
there being in the latter Department about 600 people whose
sole occupation is making hats; in these Departments and in
Chinandega and Chontales hammocks, ropes and similar
goods are made of cabulla (4gavc) and pita floja.

Another domestic industry is the carving of coco nuts,
calabases and horns, done mostly by women in Rivas, Carazo,
Masaya and a few other places. In the same category falls
the production of artificial flowers, all kinds of feather work
and figures and fruits made of wax, as well as cotton and
woolen cloth and other textiles. These products come from
nearly every Department. There is only one textile factory
in Leon, which also has an ice factory. Another ice factory
exists in Managua, and others are under way in Granada
and Bluefields. In these three cities there are on a small
scale also factories in which machinery is employed for
making bricks, tiles, shoes and furniture.

There are saw mills in Leon, Viejo, Chinandega, San
Antonio, Managua and Waua in which American machinery
is used. Other industrial establishments are tanneries in
Leon, Chinandega, Segovia, etc., as well as establishments
for cleaning and drying coffee, which abound in the coffee
districts of Carazo, Managua, Matagalpa, etc. Further, in
Santa Teresa there is an establishment for extracting yellow
dye from the mora or fustic tree. In Nueva Segovia, Jino-
tega and Mantagalpa balsam, liquidambar, turpentine and

" vegetable wax are produced.

Counting the shops of carpenters, shoemakers, black-
smiths, tailors, silversmiths, saddlers, etc., it would appear,
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from official data, that there were over 100 industrial establish-
ments in the city of Managua, 200 in Masaya, 171 in Leon,
134 ‘n'Rivas, go in Granada, 83 in Jinotega, 43 in Chinan-
dega, 43 in El Viejo, 30 in Matagalpa, 20 in Jinotepe, 18 in
Diriamba, and 16 in Ocotal.

7ining industries exist in the Departments of Chontales

(La Libertad), Matagalpa, Nueva Segovia, Prinzapolca and
Cabo de Gracias 4 Dios.
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VIIL c Cod

FINANCE.

Since 1893 Nicaragua has been the scene of constant
revolution, so that statements of the present resources and
expenses do not correspond with what they would be in
normal conditions of peace.

The revenues of the country are derived from duties on
imports, and on exports of coffce, from stamps, government
monopolies in liquors, tobacco and powder, and some small
taxes. There are no taxes on coffee lands. In the above
statement will be seen the small proceeds of a tax on capital.

A new tariff has been prepared, the publication of which
is expected soon. Municipal taxation is moderate, and in
smaller communities it is low, because of the primitive man-
ner of living.

The government is the owner of three steamers and of
the railroads.

Silver is the standard money of the country, in which:
the paper currency is redeemable. Gold has naturally to be

bought at high price,

The foreign and interior dcbts, inclusive of the loan of
1886 and the Guirola debt, amounted in August, 1897, to
6,000,000 pesos in round numbers, of which 3,368,433.41 con-
stituted the interior debt. In October of 1897 the national
treasury had the following standing:
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Cash and Portefeuille :
Reserves for distillery centres...
Billsreceivable.....cooevennnnn.,
Exchange bills for tobacCO......cc.eeenes

Rents and Contributions:
Direct tax on capital....

Inventory:
Public property, railroads, steamers,
telegraph and post...........
Difterent Accounts:
Voluntary supplements............... ver
Matcrials for consumption...............
Various active debts ......
Debt from Public Instruction
Cable Company.
Agents of Government in Exterior
Railroad to Los Pueblos...........
Deposits of bonds of territ. credit......
Railroad credits.......c.coovvvivieenanass 100,000.00

creeereesen.... $182,183.42
. 8,663.64
152,118.95

16,954.00  $354,920 01

1,138.50

5,500,000.00

eeeciesesciisncsroncnans

968,144.12

$6,819,202.63

LIABILITIES.
Cash and Portefeuille :

Accounts payable.....coeveeiliiiiiiieieeiaiianeeiins

Different Accounts:
Supplements in favor of varicusaccounts §78,409.84
Deposits..... corvecsienanttnnnnsanremennn
Bills of the Nat. Treasury....
Bonds of Custom House, 15891,
Bonds of territ. credit, 1893...
Orders against the Treasury...
QOrders to the porter..............
Orders of 30 per cent
Different passive debts.
Interior loan, 1895......
Forced loan, 93-94...

Forced loan of Leon.
Spec. contributions.

Institute of Managua
Foreign loan, 1886...........c00n. ..
Credit of Emp. Nie. C...............
Loan of foreign Culony ..
Vol. contributions to R. R. divide: r.ds

Value of Raiiroad credit, ..
Recognized expenses....................

5,640,216.22

1,178,967.15

$6 819,202.63
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There is but one bank in the country, the London Bank
of Central America, Limited. Its headquarters are in Man-
agua, but there are branches in Granada and Leon, and
agencies in Massaya, Corinto and Rivas. There is another
bank of the same name in Salvador, which has branches in
Sonsonate, Santa Ana and San Miguel. About the opera-
tions of the bank in Nicaragua little information was obtain-
able, but a general statement from its manager, Mr. A. M.
“Bayan, in Managua, namely a printed report of the 23d of
April, 1897, shows that the bank has an authorized capital of
£600,000, of which £135,500 are paid in. The net profits of
1896 were £18,741; dividends of 8 per cent. were paid, leav-
ing £7,956.16.4 for reserved fund and new account.



IX.
NATIONAL WEALTH.

According to data obtained from the Minister of the
Interior, the property of Nicaragua and its national wealth
are appraised as in the tables below. As these tables distin-
guish between rural and urban properties, a table is first given
from which the ratio between rural and urban populations
can be calculated, although it must be noted that most of the
rural property is owned by the urban population.
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Total [ Urban |2 R | Rural ;o? 8
Departments. Popula- | Popula- |5 2 _Sf '
u[('m. ﬁll;ll. ik {Population E 53
s & > ' P
Managu eeveoven... 42,460 | 87,800 7 4,660 2
Masayn. 83,869 | 28840 8 5,520 19
Granndn 5, R 4 3,079 18
CHIRZO L v ee i eiieneeiiniiieiennanennes Y 6 2,170 15
Rivas .ooviiiiiinn i iiiieiiiiencanieans 12 11,805 38
7 9 14,972 78
CnANACEA. .. .ovvieninniniiveennennns 12 8,021 50
Chonthles .o i e 1 80,648 | 188
Matagrlps. .. ooveeenniiiiieneiianns 7 20,841 90
Jnotern cov . iien e . 7 80,028 | 178
Nueva wgovn | 18 26,068 | 211
Zelaya........ 2 b,716 52
San Juan del 5 feeser.ons I P
Cabo Gracias A Dios........ovvvniiiaal 4000 Lo, 4,000 | 80
T T m;ms 22,66 | 110 | 170628 | 948
VALUE OF THE URBAN PROPERTIES IN NICARAGUA IN PESOS.
Department of Managua. Department of Leon.
Managua ...... tevsseseeneen 2,734 88888 | Leon .c.oveineinnns cesessees T87,4271.07
NAgATOto .....onvvan 1,200.00 | El SMC6.00cseeensss 4,163.00
San Rafael del Sur 2182.00 | Teliea ...... vesessresecanans 800,
Totad eenverneeereneninns 2717 6.8 Total oo THLETOT
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VALUE OF THE URBAN PROPERTIES IN NIC..RAGUA
IN PESOS.—Continued.

Dcputmcnt of Gunada
Granmada.... ......oo0unnn.. 2,670,662,99
Diclacoeeieioiiinienainann, 3,660.00

Department of Masaya.
Masaya............ e 416,629.64
La Concopeion ..... .. 11,480.00

DAFIOMO. « v oevaenenninennnnn. 13,4 49.00
Nandaime .coececvenvene. .. 23,818.00
Total..ovivevonennnnnn. 2,611,489.99

Dcputmcn( of Carazo,
Banta Teresa................. K400
Ban Marcos.....oeevninnnnn. Hh.i)(l‘
Jino J P 1 T3 X | 1}
Dirlhmiba.. . veeenroenennn..  100,170.00

Total.....oeoviennanas.  398,015.00

Dcputmznt of Jinote a.
Jinotega ............. ceveens 278.00
La Concordh ven 1,085&1)
8an Isidro ........... 410.00
8an Rafael del Norte......... 1,610.00
Esteli ceessretienreraenes 426500

La Trinidad..c..............  5100.00
Totaleveervrenirennnen.n  149,608.00

t of Mata, al .
SnnDlonhio................. 100,00
Metapa .....ov0eiiiniiinnas B3 00
Muymuy....oooeeeneiineeeer  11,925,00
Bébaco..... 245.00
Torrabonsd coceeerernerenas. 80.00

Total soeeenrioennarens.  204,817.00

t of Chinandega.
<ees 310.763.00

La Victoria...... 14,660 00
Mutu-po Cesenee ,630.

l Rtaring L..o.eeeal

Tisma..os . ...... vees o 14,4T7.00

_ Totaleeeriiiiaine. BIB2I0LGE
Dcpartmcnt of Rivas.

Rivas ... . 457, ,R69.77
Alu(jmh.... oo 8.254.50
Belen ...ovnuee.... 2,920.00
Buenos Alres......... 7,740 00

Moyogalpa.........
Potosi ..... .
8an Jorge..... .
Ban Jun del SUT....e.reeses

_ Total... .ieerii.oiio. . 566,168 21
Dcpartmcnt of Nueva chovu.

fomoto ....... 45).00
Ciudad Antigus . 240 00
Jalapa....... ... 3,600.00
Jicaro .... 5,200,00
Macuelizo 130,00
Mosoute 70.

Ocotal . . 66,155.00
San José de Qullall Ceeeeeees 200.00
Santa Marin coov ceeeniiinn. 400,00
TelPanecia ..oeveverevssenos 2,875.00
CONdega covveerierrvnsnennns 1,800 60

_ Totalieiiieesseeee....  76,820.00
Dcpartmcnt of C Chonta.la.

Juigalpa oooninens ceveeees  44,162.60
Acota. ..., Cereesiesreeeiiens 250.00
Acoyapa.. . 23,248.00
Boaco. .. 18,880.00
Ominoapa. . 22,300.00
Kl Castillo 14,362.00
Comalapa . 6,100.00
La Liberta 22,350.00
San Carlos . 1,600 00
San Lovenzo 730,00
San Josc.. 1,614.00
San Miguel 2,785 50
San Pedro... 3,165.00
Santo Tomas . 200.00

Total..oooeresesconnsa... 161,5645.10

! Rcsumc.
Managua.......oooiiiiiiiiiiiieneniens 274166'538
Leon..............

L7 Y s
MasAyR............ L iiieiiiieseeieiies BIB,211.84
Riva8.coseeeronnn., .. veversnesssns.asees  566,188.27
Nueva Begovia ............0000000000000 78,820.00
Chontales ...........cocvvvnveeninsnns.. 161548,10

. Total Penos.......co0c000000seesess. 8,000,428.70
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VALUF OF THE RURAL PROPERTY IN NICARAGUA IN PESOS.

Department of Carazo.
Diriaraba...ooiieveercees...  840,399.00
Jinotepe. e ceennns .]413088 10
S8am Marcos 4637(1)
8anta Tererd.............. 42'385(0

491,839.00

Other Distriets....c........
Total........ccc0

Department of Chinandega.

Department of Leon.

El Sauce..c..civvienceeeees  H8,758.20
Leon...oe.s ceseeeese 2,718,572.94
TelCh..ovveeranrveonnnsionns 6,631.

Total...oiieeilannaaness 2,778,962.14

Department of Managua.
Manogus........cooeveeee .. 9,518,675.00
Momotombo 300,00
Nagarote...... [RETTTTTTRRo
“an Rafael del Sur..........

Total.. s eeneens 9ETB28.00

Coringo. .. .cooeeerencesecess. 9553376
Chinaadega........co00ce000 901,035.41
Chichigalpa. ...c.ovvnenn...  102,287.74
El Viejo....cooeveveerennnees  70,450.00
Posoltega .. . 32,740.00
Somotillo. ... 32,950.00
’Vﬂlm’mevt cesssieervanssess  16,260.00

TOtAl. . ervrenerenenen. . 1,410,766.91

Department of Chontales,

ACOYAPA..eeountterivncanne
Acobite .. iiriernncinanennesons

..... “esesen y

El Castillo..........
Julgalp..cooieiniaens
La Libertad...oeuv.. ..
San Carlos.........
8an José.......
San Lorenzo....
&an Miguel.........
8an Pedro ........
Santo TOMAB..eueverneannens

Total..

e ssoossssenansns

Diriomo ..oviunins
Uranada.......
Nundalme .
Pannloyn. ..oiiiievneininne

Other Districts.............. 15,840.00

TOul.ereeeeeeeennen. 8,817,000.31
Department of Jinotega.
Concordin..ee... 23,211.00
Jinotegs. 440,258.86
San Isidrc 2,450.00
B8an lhhol del Nom 28,145.00
Kste 278,867.72

13,162.00
786,124.58

Total. ceveerrreneennens. 2906,618.00
Department of Nueva Segovia.
Ciudad Antigua . 7,060.00
Julaps...... . ,229.00
Jiearo.. 106,980.00
Macuel ,668.00
Mosonte 8,4:18.00
Ocotal ., 177,554.00
Somoto. .. 122,,98.00
Sun Jos¢ de Quilall ,000,00
Sta. Maria 9,5350.00

p 14,890.00
ondegn. 19,113.50
Total..ou covevensaneees. B510,852.50

Altn Gracin,
Relon. .
Buenos Alre
Moyogalpn
Potosl ..
R:vn; ceee
San Jo

San Ju:n‘:del Sur...

Muymuy.
Sun Dionisio.
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Total Pesos ....cc.ovnernvnnennnsss 83,872,600.45

Arranging the different Departments in the order of their
relative wealth, the following result is reached:

Department. Millions of Pesos. Depurtment. i Millions of Pesos.
Managus . .oooeescinones 12.82 ChinAndega .voevevenase 1.83
ada cooe.ne . 11.42 Matagalpa.. .. 1.2
o . 8.1 Chontales . L00
8.72 Jinotega. 0.98
2.52 Nueva Begovia...... 0.69

The principal cities in their appraisement of property
have the following order:

Total Urban Property | Rural Property

Citles. in Pesos. in Pesos. in Pesos.
Managua.......ouvnnn. veeeanes vees]| 12,260,008 2,744,333 9,616,678
Granada . veees| 11,142,241 2,570,562 8,571,679
LeOB ... ieriiiiistnnoinmiaananns 3,451,000 737,427 2,713,572
coen 2,611,031 416,629 2,194,402
2,169,842 - 487,859 1,671,988
1,649,083 285,365 1,413,688

1,211,798 310,763 901,

1,488,570 191,637 896,
569 100,170 840,390
619,487 44,850 874,687

541,616 101,228 440,

In another order follow the Departments in regard to
their contributions to the national treasury, which is as
follows:

Carazo, Granada, Managua, Leon, Masaya, Matagalpa,
Jinotega, Nueva Segovia, Chinandega, Rivas and Chontales.
Custom houses have the following relative importance,
Corinto, San Juan del Norte, San Juan del Sur and Bluefields.
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COMMERCE.

The following data are due to the German Consul, Mr.
Carl lleyden, who, at the expense of the German Govern-
ment, with the help of the Chicl of Statistics and of Custom
House Officials, brought them together. They relate to the
year of 1896 and partly, for comparison, to 1895:

Colombia .

¢
Pern 2T
Guatemala. .....

Total

Germany.. .
Great Britain. |

Honduras. .
Salvador and Costa Rica.
Other countries.........

Importauon. Exportation.
it g e e T BN | T R S
Pesos, Pesos. Pesos. Pesos.
1895, 1895, 1895, 1806

623,074 H

10,945. -IB‘
]"1 |U7 BO|
’1»\
7.00!
501,9%1,27

90,000.10

8,618.54 '
6,960.00
]:;,:;N.‘;.Ttil
101,546, 41|
497,000.00|

2 ‘l. 1,318.53
GR4, 798,00

(.1(. 86102

2,‘.’5‘1(‘,] 45.88
729,696.63

United States .... .....| M‘T,Nfl.!'b 1 (I"*,:I .96
France.... Bus 386,661.80
Italy.... 7
Spain.

China.

162,655.4
l BT ,007.68
619 667.31

2 B‘fvﬁ 60

4,245,459.78

1
.'li,mn,lT‘

6,15R,396.03

5,047,004.05
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The imports from the United States consi:ted prin-

cipally of:

Pesos.
Wheatflour.......c.o0n00e.. 155,385.88

Wines ......... . 60, 1‘1488
Cashmers. . ..coeeevernrrnons 47,;56.24
Petroleum ......ccu0.. o 47,080.71
Drugs and Medicines. . . 87,453.68
Wire (Femce)..... ,485.00
Calf Leath 979,

tJ

Iron plping .c.. coecennnnnn
Cottonades...... ..... ..
Perfumes..........

Machinery
Preserved fruits .

Principal imports from Great Britain in 1896 were:

Pesov !

Cotton seencniasaiianas '271«..81
Cotton g‘”‘.lnnkeh...... ....... 146,318
Gauss. .. covvirnrancniriiins 148, ,Mﬂ‘l(
Drilu-c.................... 08,464

Backs. ... ....... 46.7.“«
Cotten thread ............. . gg,zg:g{l
Drum 8........  81,647.41
Hardware.o....ccoovee.vnren ,346.87

Weolen blankets............
Taces ......coevnniienn,

Rooflug sheets..............
Cotton hnndkm hiefs... ...
Cashmere.............. «...
YO eeennnennns e,
Raflroad mul’lnl...‘ .......
Iron tanks..

Principal imports from Germany in the same year were:

Peson.
zt:el radls..ooniiinniiiinne, 11(4),4:(;;,22
tton goods.. . ..o iun. . 4 i3540,42
Beer...cooeees . .. 84,696.56
32,916 60
32,845.80
27,740.67
25,752 65
26,232 76
21,269 68
20,170 5)
19,686.16
18,664.26

Chinaware..................
Cement.... ...
Hardware.....
Toflet Sets......
Distillery apparatus
Matches..... .....
Drrugs and Medicin

ie@ .ooeiiiaiien
Leather good
Stearin candles
Furniture ...
Printed cotton.
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Frence sold in Nicaragua chiefly wines, ribbons, roofing,
furnitur=, shoes, hats, cotton goods, jewelry, leather, perfumes,
cashmere, silk fabrics, paper, hardware, books, drugs and
medicines, and pocketbooks.

Italy: Vinegar, wines, hats, paper, salami sausage, oil,
fence wire.

Spain: Books, wines and sausages.

- China: Silk fabrics.

Chile: Wines, canned goods, beans.

Mezico: Cigars and cigarettes.

Colombia: Sackcloth, cotton goods, clothing, wines and
liquors.

Guatemala: Woolen blankets.

Salvador and Costa Rica: Cacao, tobacco, cigars, rice.

Peru: Sugar.

Lcuador: Panama hats.

The exports of Nicaragua consist largely of coffee, and
in 18906 she sent as follows:

1,112, 171) kilos. valued at  (47,658.80 pesos, to the United States.

3,!14 o« 2,276,531.60 ¢¢ (lermany.
91,972 ¢ o 474,658.68 ¢ ‘¢ France.
8(}.‘!,699 “ s f)ﬂ\) 133,43 ¢« ‘¢ Great Britain.
H7,010 ¢ “ ‘Z'l 340.60 ¢ “ Itll{‘
1,488 ¢ ¢ 19, 17640 ¢ Austria,
Total 6,501,113 kilos. vnlncd at 4,158,494.21 pesos.

The largest portion of the coffee goes out of the port of
Corinto, one-twelith out of the port of San Juan del Sur, and
the same proportion out of the port of Greytown, or San
Juan del Norte. The largest portion goes out clean as “café
en oro:” about one-tenth is “café en pergamino;” one-one-
hundredth “café negro,” and one-three-hundredth “café en
cereza.”

FFor comparison the following list of coffee exports for
fifteen vears, although incomplete, is given. It was made out
by the Austrian Consul, Mr. Low, with the help of govern-
ment officials:
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: Year. ‘l Pounds. P:_':: li(.ll()l;::“ Vilue in Pesos.
3,520,800 8.00 282,344
1,528,500 8.50 BRL05
4,898,200 o a2
7,028 X 67,5
51458,100 9.50 BINBI9
1.8 100 9.50 GRT148
7,062,500 10.00 701,210
71235,100 10.00 723510
6,847,000 20.00 %:‘sﬁﬁs?s%’
8,816,600 X 3, B
8,414,500 20,00 1,652,400
1',382,000 24.00 2,731,680
9,154,000 22,00 2,013,880

Other articles of exportation are bananas, sugar, rubber
mora or fustic in logs or in extract, campeche or brazilwood,
hides, deer skins, gold, cheese, cattle, coconuts, indigo, turtle
shell (carey), cacao, tobacco, starch, hammocks, palm leaves,
salt, corn and beans.

To the United Statcs there were exported during 1896,
besides the already mentioned coffee:

68,667 kilos. valued at 217,286.74 pesos.
16,280 « " 7,952.00 ¢
D7

‘e 49,880.10 ¢

The United States Consul, Dr. Paul Wieseke, in
Managua, whose district embraces all Nicaragua, except the
Atlantic coast lands, furnished the following data about the
exports to the United States during the fiscal year, from the

1st of July, 1896, to the 3oth of June, 1897. passing through
the ports of Corinto and San Juan del Sur:

Port of

Articles. i Port of Corinto. 8an Juun del Sur,

4,260

| 868,181.49 pesos. 388,175.06 pesos.




From the Atlantic coast were sent during the same time,
and mostly through the port of Bluefields:

BANSNAS. coveeetnnn: vosntanennaisocnaisasnas 1,488,000 bunches, valued at
Cocoanuts . 0
Gold dust ounces, “
Rubber..... pounds, “
Coinad silver . pesos, o
Turtle shell (e A poundl,

Hun.an bones (pro{-bly the bodies of Chinauen belngunt buck to Chlu) e

At Cabo de Gracias a Dios were imported during 6
months on 11 steamers, 18 sailing vessels, 17 canoes, 330,840
pounds, valued at 45,371 pesos, and exported rubber, carey,
tuna, gutta-percha, cedar, caoba, skins, gold, bananas, 61,814

pounds, valued at 32,409 pesos.

The exportation to Germany consisted mostly of coffee,

brazilwood and coined silver.

To Great Britain, coffee, gold and coined silver.

To France, coffee, mora or fustic and hides.

To Italy and Austria, only coffee.
To Colombia, silver.

To Guatemala, sugar, corn, salt, beans and hides.

To Costa Rica, sugar, tobacco, palm leaves.
To Honduras, beans, corn and sugar.
To Salvador, corn, hammocks, salt, cheese, hides, sole

leather and starch.

For the year 1897 the following data were secured con-

cerning the export of coffee:

Port of Corinto.

X te1,189,0811, «
85,266 ¢ ¢ 11,490 16()‘ o o

FROM JANUARY TO SEPTEMBER.
13.17'1 ln::ks, or 140,624 pounds col!eo “neg\-o "
1)

¢ pergamino '
[ oro. "

Port of San Juan del Sur.

FROM MARCH TO JUNE
1,843 sacks, or 238,400 pounds coffes * oro.”

Port of San Juan del Norte.

FHOM JANUAKY TO JUNK.
10,178 sucks, oF 1,200,650 pounds coffee *¢oro."
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From San Juan del Norte were exported during the first
six months of 1897, 62,153 pounds of rubber under the fol-
lowing marks: F. CH. H—V. 'Z. H—C.—~K.—M. V. H—
M. A—E. CH—F. A].—]J. FG—S. C—L—M. E—R. M.
—J. A. C—NZ—C. F. B—]J. G—BA—]J. E—]. E. A—
JCK—LL

As the National Departiment of Statistics in N caragua
consists only of a chief without subordinates, the latter having
been dismissed because the last revolution demanded econ-
omy, no other official data could be obtained without personal
work in the different custom houses and other offices.

From the as yet unprinted report of the Minister of
Fomento the following note is taken which may be of some
use, namely, that on the national railroads and steamships
there had been transported to the port of Corinto, from
February to June, 1897:

69,028 sacks, or 8.448,122 poundn of coﬂoo from Managus:

21,988 ¢ ¢ Musnya
g« o« m.m “ “ & Qrunads.
83,828 ll,&ﬁm

The statements presented in this chapter have been com-
piled from official sourees. While the disorganized condition of
affairs in Nicaragus makes the presentation of accurate statistics
almost an impossibility,. still these figures may be accepted as
fairly representative of the commerce of the country.

It will be seen by a glance at the tables given, that in
1896 the total importations were 3,726,667 pesos as against an
exportation of 5,647,004 pesos, leaving a balance of trade in
favor oft Nicaragua amounting to 1,920,337 pesos.

Of the total import and export trade the ratios according
to principal countries were divided as follows: Germany 34
per cent., Great Brifain 23 per cent., United States 18 per
cent., France g per cent.

Taking the exports from Nicaragua, the proportionate
shares of chief countries in this trade were: Germany 40 per
cent., United States 18 per cent., Great Britain 13 per ceunt.,
France 7 per cent.

Tu




The imports into Nicaragua were distributed as follows:
Great 3ritain 38 per cent., Geymany 25 per cent., United
States 18 per cent., France 13 per cent.

The principal lines of importation are textiles (especially
cotton fabrics), steel rails, ironwares of all kinds, and
machinery.

Of cottons there were. imported a valuation of 831,830
pesos, chiefly drilling, muslins, calicoes, thread, etc. Of these
Great Britain sent 72 per cent., Germany 17 per cent., and the
United States 11 per cent.

Of irom, its manufactures, and hardware there were im-
ported 296,011 pesos, of which 60 per cent. came from Ger-
many, 23 per cent. from Great Britain, 17 per cent. from the
United States.

Of machinery, about 43,000 pesos were imported, six-
sevenths of which were from England and the remainder from
the United States.

Of the trade in food-stuffs the United States held the most
important share. They sent thither, in 1896, a valuation of
188,618.18 pesos, comprising, in order of importance, wheat-
flour, rice, maize, potatoes, and olives. The only food importa-
tion enumerated from other countries for the same period was
about 12,000 pesos in value of rice, from Germany.
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®
MEANS OF COMMUNICATION AND TRANSPORTATION.

POST AND TELEGRAPH.

Since the 2oth of April, 1876, Nicaragua has been con-
nected with the outside world by telegraph. There are now
1.752 miles of telegraph wire running through the country,
with 126 apparatus in 83 stations, served by 127 officials, 117
messengers and 66 guards of lines. During the year ending
with May, 1897, there were sent out 222,464 private messages;
150,640 official; 103,916 transit; in all 477,020 messages.

On the 2d of October, 1882, a submarine cable office was
opened at San Juan del Sur. Some years ago telephone
apparatus were put in connection with the telegraph lines.

The postal service is managed in Nicaragua by a Director
General, 10 employés of the General Direction, 19 adminis-
trators, 18 auxiliaries, 91 postal agents, 126 letter carriers
and 29 postal contractors, all at the headquarters of the De-
partment. There are 19 first class, 91 second class, and g
exchange offices.

The largest amount of correspondence was received and
despatched in Corinto, followed by Granada, Managua, Leon,
Masaya, Rivas, San Juan del Norte, Bluefields, Chinandega,
Jinogalpa, Jinotepe, Matagalpa, Rama, San Juan del Sur,
Somoto, Jinotega, Ocotal.

In 1896 there were received 1,376,366 pieces of corre-
spondence, and 1,242,876 were delivered.
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The distances between the different administrative centres
in miles is approximately as follows:

a .
Bt

= =
I I
= % ] 5
- e = .
TRy B d
31 12 -2 » & o
9 7169 -— o 2 s
10889'718-—::;::23
g g 49 ggmm& £ 3
g 44 163 1 — T ] I :
S8 107 119 178 196 135 25—§ 8 L . ]
100 119 131 190 208 147 87 12— & H F § 4 S
171 190 202 261 279 218 108 133 146 % & & 5 . Z :
240 259 271 330 848 287 177 202 24 (9 — S 3 5» 3 k-]
264 283 205 854 372 311 201 226 238 O3 24 — 3 g a
132 161 163 222 240 179 166 181 193 48 117 141 — & 5 3 -
108 127 139 195 216 165 171 196 208 72 141 166 2% — 5 » @& 3
100 81 69 128 146 109 163 188 200 280 349 873 232 208 — 5 i

327 815 374 392 355 409 434 446 517 586 GI0 478 454 884 — &
490 471 459 B18 536 863 678 0590 661 730 764 G2 598 528 144 — 3
233 214 202 261 279 242 296 321 833 44 473 497 365 841 183 284 140 — 2
922 903 891 850 968 931 986 1010 1022 1093 1162 1186 1054 1080 708 576 432 672 &

The regular connection of Nicaragua with the outside
world by steamers is performed on the west side by the
Pacific Mail Steamship Co., the vessels of which, southward
bound, touch at Corinto on the 6th, 13th and 26th of each
month, and at San Juan del Sur one day later. Going north
they call at San Juan del Sur on s5th, 14th and 24th, and
at Corinto on the 12th, 15th and 25th of each month. The
company receives a subsidy of $8,000 (gold) a year from the
Government of Nicaragua for this service and for carrying
the mail. An irregular service is performed by the stcamers
of the Cosmos line, which are bound to call at the ports of
Corinto and San Juan del Sur at least five times a year, two
or three times at each port. I'or this the line receives $300
(gold) for each trip, but is also required to bring cargoes
direct at a reduction of 10 per cent. on the freight scales
established by the Pacific Mail.

On the Atlantic side a steamer of the Atlas Steamship
Co., Limited, now calls once a month at the port of San Juan
del Norte, or Greytown, both on its way going south and
returning north. In former times this port was reached by
these stcamers twice a month each way. In addition, an
Italian line, “La Veloce,” sends vessels here once a month to
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seek cargo and passengers going south. Some time since
steamers of the Royal Mail Line came twice a month to this
port, but finding the business unprofitable abandoned the
service.

It is said that there is an independent steamer of 250
tons burden plying between the ports of San Juan del Norte,
Bluefields, Boca del Rama, Rio Grande, Wuonauta and Prin-
zapolca, Cabo de Gracias 4 Dios, Corn Island and Puerto
Limon, making several round trips a month, and receiving
24,000 silver pesos a year for carrying the mail.

At the ports of San Juan del Norte and Bluefields, as
occasion may require, fruit or banana steamers call, as
those of the Bluefields’ Banana Co., of the Morgan Line, of
the Honduras & Guatemala Mail Line, etc. Often passengers
destined to Europe or the United States are obliged to take
small sailing vessels to Puerto Limon in Costa Rica, about
60 miles south of San Juan del Norte, in order to obtain
passage. Small sailing vessels do most of the coast busi-
ness along the Atlantic.

. In the chapter on Commercial Statistics there is enu-
merated the number of ships which entered the Atlantic and
Pacific ports of Nicaragua during the year 1896.

From the port of Greytown there is communication, by
means of flat-bottomed steamers on the San Juan River, with
Nicaragua Lake; three times a month by the steamer “Hol-
lembeck,” which runs in onc day to Castillo Viejo, and by
the steamer “Managua,” which runs thence to San Carlos
in one-half day, and wvice versa. This line has lately been
bought by the Atlas Steamship Co., Limited, which also
owns the steamer “Victoria,” of 180 tons burden, made in
Wilmington, Del,, plying on the Great Lakes, and performing
service between San Carlos and the different lake-ports, as San
Ubaldo, Granada, San Jorge and others. This line has its
headquarters at Granada.

There are about 6,000 to 8,000 tons of freight transported
by this line each year, and from 3,550 to 5,000 passengers.
The freight rate is from 25 to 35 pesos per ton, except for
coffee, which pays one gold peso per 100 pounds for de-
livery in New York and Furope. Passenger rates are 30
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pesos for first class and 12} for second class between Granada
and San Juan del Norte. !

On the Lake of Managua are three steamers, the “Man-
agua,” of 120 tons, the “Angela,” of 120 tons, and the “Prog-
reso,” of 100 tons. These belong to the National Government
and ply between the ports of Managua and Momotombo,
connecting daily with the railroad service, on one side to the
sea-port of Corinto and on the other side to the lake-port of
Granada.

There is besides a small private steamer, “Vapor Giiis,”
which runs between Managua and San Francisco del Carni-
cero, Tipitapa and San Ramon. The passage costs 50 cen-
tavos per person, and the freight 30 centavos per 100 pounds.

The national steamers had, during the fiscal year ending
with June, 1897, the following income from passengers and
freight:

Puu‘n[en from \lomntmulm to ‘\hnu"u AL
Freigzht “
Passengers from Mmm UL m Momnwmlm
Freight “

ees 19 P‘I\ Mg penos.

126,491.99 pesos.

The railroads were built by the National Government.
The first, between Corinto and Momotombo, was opened to
the public on February 27th, 1884, and the second, between
Managua and Granada, on May 1st, 1886.

The itinerary of the first road is:

18 nulu (rnm Curiuen to Chinandega. 3. mlln 1mm Corlnto to Teon.
Chichignlpa. 1a Pas
i “ Poroltegn, 58 . s Momotomto.
29 s “ Quezalguaque.

The itinerary of the second road is:

8 milos from Managua to 8bana Graude. 19 mlleu from lhnn‘nn te Masaya.
1 u“ s Portillo San Blas.
14 “ b Campuzano. 32 “ “ Granada,
17 “ “ Nindiri.
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Between Maomotombo and Managua the distance is 32
miles by steamer.

On the first road therc were moved 37,972 first class
passengers and 266,487 third class on ordinary trains, and 420
first class and 9,364 third class on excursion trains, from
whom 110,260.30 pesos were derived.

Of freight there were moved on the same line 31,735
tons of private goods, 2,052 tons of official goods, and 7,238
tons received from the eastern division, making a total of
41,025 tons, on which the freight was 247,159.91 pesos.

_ The eastern division of the railroad moved 29,499 first
class passengers, 2,350 second class and 245,144 third class,
making a total of 276,922 passengers. Their fares came to
120,001.25 pesos during the year, from the preceding July to
June, 1897.

During the same time 83,823 sacks of coffee, weighing
11,535,500 pounds, and 10,185,200 tons of other freight were
moved, for which 106,274.16 pesos were paid. These statis-
tics are compiled from an unpublished memorial of the Min-
ister of Fomento.

The following interesting tables are derived from the
same source, and concern the traffic on the eastern and
western divisions of the railroad during the year ending June
25th, 1897. In them is presented the traffic of different
cities in such a way as to disclose the relative commercial im-
portance of each, as well as the aggregate freights and the
receipts of the roads by months.




318()()3 Aq peznbiq

Ll

FREIGHT TRAFFIC OF NICARAGUA RAILROADS FOR

THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 25TH, 1897.

Freight in pounds moved on the western railroad:

Name. l Corinto. | Chinandega., El Viejo. |Chichigalpa | Posoltega. ;Qumlguaque.i Leon. | LePaz. |Momotombo.| Tjoal.
CORBIEE. oo v s e e 2,016,553 | 182,104 119,524 109,085 | 10,728,026 29,985 3,973 | 14,126,907
Clizandegs ........ | 2680477 |..... ... | 127,202 | 7,698 | 311,013 | 1,369,991 | 201,286 1283 | 5,246,909
El Viejo....... ceees | 1,170,223 239, PSRRI 4,834 5.287 194,147 19:780; | Preseailc deamt 1,638,181
Chichigalpa........ .| n212:867 | 1081078 |7 10,040 2,804 | 198,152 | 1,350,140 | 104,903 26,845 | 3,959,020
Posoltega........... 1948 0,286 | T R0 e 13, 427185 | 86,872 14,220 | 1,030'241
Quezalguaque....... 281.757 | 7 | 219 2,178 R KA R ‘ 192 ! 31 (16 829 601,531
Leot ; : 100,714 258,296 | 108,822 |, ... ..ceens | 365,399 124,486 7,257,665

| 145,2 54,343 | 108,683 | 2,300,319 |....... 25,619 | 4,320,079
b 219 | 1,630 l 722 |82,3881 [ st cve ... 236,566
| 581,897 553,010 793,034 | 716,621,199 | ‘rz,ou. 201,255 | 38,417,093
Freight in pounds moved during the same time from the western to the eastern division:
Name. ] l[:magm. :’ Sabana Grande. | El Portillo. ICampnuno | Nindiri, \(unys. San Blas. | Granada, Total.
COBBLONS . 3V uivse s u s onss s Wose's ' 6,277,808 | 1,651,374 4,472 7,407,450 | 15,380,
Chinandega.............. 1,565,935 | 331,143 |.... o 53, 151,
El Viejo..... 442,807 | 53,545
Chichigaipa . 2 423 448 185,276
Posoltega. .. ... .o | 185,504 | 22,852
Quezalguaque. . e 19,927 | 5,207 |.
LOOR < <ot sass 2,298 143 742,408 |.
La Paz...... 785 451,652 |.
Momotombo . 50,011 400 |... 9,313
Total... veeees | H,504,456 3,415,947 4,‘52 9,957,424 | 25,063,058
Freight paxd in pesos to the eastern dxvxsxon of the Nica ragua National Railroad:
Name. July. IAngun Sept. |October.| Nov. [ Dec. | January. lFebmryl lhrehl April. | May. | June. | Tota),
913.36| 1,081.31) 1,406.78| 987.19| 1,206.95 1?m4. 1,354.100  1,142.43] 1,207.00  1,356.08) 1 eqe9 Bll 1,050.36] 14,046.02
41| '544.20| '499.48| 436.86| '600.47| '512.65| 50048 53599 85713 S73.07| ‘35871l 472 5,322,
18.75 3.90, 21.80 31 90 41.15) 16.20 19.65 4o 25.50| 11.1 223.
64480| 63005 595.15 865501 2,2%5.80| 300495 508015 537105 542610 5486100 28,576.54
15,87 809 7.9 z.m' 3.44 11.57 17.05 17, 41' 15.10 24.84)  130.
eveee| weaei| Mool “Br0| “TCerde] U “Yoris| 000l 8035 8650 'gisas
90 4506 4124 2018/ 8212 : 52.08 3549 2743 3572 49598
13435 240, m 104.25| 23670 19755 175/ 1)| 15250 11615 13020, 12850 148.15 904705
2,67580| 1,431 80| 1,313 23| L,007.23) 893.08 107327 157475 5,205.05 11,0882 14,885.68 _10,446.86  2,45182 546157
4,302.98 | 3,861.56 4,138.22 3,450 96| 3,708.27| 4,006.15| 5,7.;1 05/ 710,400, | 18,115.271 2201535 18,814.26, " 7,706.21 106,274.60




A new railroad is under construction by the National
Government, under contract with Messrs. Morris, Heyden &
Co., of Managua, Mr. J. Wiest being the engineer-in-chief.
It is to connect Masaya and Jinotepe, passing through a

number of villages (pueblos), and is to be called “Ferrocarril

de los Pueblos.” 1t is virtually a branch of the eastern line, and
will be of extreme importance to the coffee planters and mer-
chants in the Department of Carazo.

A tramway line, with steam service, connects the port of
San Jorge on the great lake with Rivas. A horse tramway
runs also from San Juan del Norte to Ciudad America.
Another tramway exists in Bluefields, connecting this city
with Bluff, its harbor. Also, a street tramway line in Granada
may be mentioned. )

There are lines of stages between Granada and Rivas (51
miles) and between Masaya and Jinotepe (18 miles), having
a government subsidy and running daily during the summer
or dry season. :

Over 300 leagues of wagon roads (caminos carreteros),
connecting with the railroads and other places, cross the
country in the Departments of Chinandega, Leon, Managua,
Masaya, Carazo, Granada, Rivas and Chontales. The traffic
on these roads, which are very defective, and during the rainy
season are impassable, is carried mostly on primitive ox-
carts with two wooden wheels and without springs. These
carts move very slowly up and down the hills, through rivers
and creeks without bridges, very often also through swamps
(jicarales) in tortuous track. There remains a macadamized
road between the port of San Juan del Sur and the lake port
of La Virgen, constructed about forty-five years ago by the
New York and Californian Transit Company.

Toward the north, northeast and cast of the Cordilleras,
in the Departments of Nueva Segovia, Jinotega, Matagalpa
and the larger part of Chontales, as also in many other regions
of Nicaragua, the country is too mountainous for wagon
roads, and communication between the different communi-

ties is only possible on the back of a horse or mule over diffi-
cult trails.
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NICARAGUA CANAL.

Of great importance to Nicaragua, and also to the com-
merce of the world, is the construction of the Nicaragua
Inter-Oceanic Canal. Fortunately,as the author of the book on
Nicaragua, published by the Bureau of the American Repub-
lics, says, through a timely intervention of the celebrated engi-
neer, Mr. A. G. Menocal, representing an American company,
the execution of this work is still reserved for American enter-
prise. A contract to this end was ratified by the Nicaraguan
Congress on April 24th, 1897, giving to the American com-
pany an exclusive privilege for gg years to control this canal,
allowing it also to construct a railroad along its route, and
engaging not to permit the building of other railroads that
might enter into competition for the traffic of the canal.

The Nicaragua Government, desirous that this water-way
should be built with American money, obtained through Mr.
Rodriguez, Minister of the Greater Republic of Central
America in Washington, a rencwed interest of the United
States Government, which appointed three cminent engineers
to re-survey the proposed route in order to obtain authentic
data to quiet any controversy raised in Congress or by the
press against the construction of this work.

It is interesting to read the history of this canal route
and of that on the Isthmus of ’anama, as well as of numer-
ous other proposed inter-oceanic routes, between Colombia
and the Isthmus of Techuantepeque, with the various
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modifications propesed from time to time since Nuiiez de
Bilbao in 1513 crossed for the first time tiue Isthmus of
Panama. There is extant a voluminous literature on this
subject available to those who care for such research, but it
cannot be introduced here without destroying the propor-
tions of this monograph. In regard to the proposed Nica-
ragua Canal the following technical deiails are of great

interest.

Total distance from ocean to ocean. . 104 m“el
Canal in emnt.ion . o veeeee e 8
Length of basins . 2t
River 8an Juan..... PN [N
Take NIGAIRZUA .ooevver inrnnnnninns covenovnnns ".0.5 o

Free mavigation im lake, river and basins..

Elevation of summit—level of canal Lbova sen-lavel .. 110 feet
Leugth of summit-level................... ..... . 53.2 miles
Number of 1ocks .. coo.vvvuienne o0 Liiiiiieians Cee e e e eeeeee,
Greatost lift of lock................ e e eeeieieeees weaieeraiaeian 46 feet
Dimensjons of locks. (!50 feet long, R0 feet wide
Depth of eanal. . . . 80 feet
Leust width at bottom ... . . “
Time-tranait from oeantoooean e eeeieees 2% hours
Cost of canal, American estimate...................... ..l um.(m,(m to &88 000,000

The San Juan River has a number of mouths, the largest
being the Colorado, Taura and the San Juan, the latter
flowing into the proposed harbor of the canal. The whole
deltaic country consists of flat, alluvial lands in which there
are numerous lagoons and swamps. These lands are covered
with high grasses, bushes and trees enveloped by climbing
vines, They extend for about 9} miles along the course
laid out for the new canal. The canal is to be excavated
through these low lands by machinery, and then to pass be-
tween low hills and through wooded valleys by means of a
number of locks in close succession, the first one having a
lift of 21 feet, the second, 1} miles further on, a lift of
30 feet, and a third, 2} miles beyond, a lift of 45 feet.
Here, at an elevation of 106 feet above the sea, the summit
level begins. A cut of about 3 miles in length and 141
feet deep must be made to connect the water of the canal
with the waters of the San Juan River at Ochoa, a little below
the mouth of the San Carlos River on the other side.

The San Juan River, called by the conquistadores the
Desaguadero because it is the outlet of the Great Nicaragua
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Lake, is the most peculiar tropical river on earth, being ex-
empt from floods, such as, for example, occur in the upper
Parana River in very similar surroundings, where they rise
to 39 meters above the average level of the year, producing
a tremendous current and carrying down the stream an im-
mense number of trees dangerous to any boat, and often
making the regular ports inaccessible. This peculiarity of the
San Juan River, which it has in common with the rivers con-
necting the Great North American Lakes,is of great advantage
in the construction of this canal. At Ochoa a dam wijll be
erected to deepen the water over the rapids, and especially to
keep the upper waters of the San Juan River permanently at a
level of 106 feet above the sca. These impounded waters form
a continuation of the canal until the Great Lake is reached,
the surface of which is 110 feet above the sea level. With
the exception of about 28 miles above the Toro Rapids, where
rock blasting and dredging to an average depth of 431 feet will
be required in several localities, the navigation channel will
be 1,000 feet wide and from 28 to 130 feet deep. In the
Great Lake of Nicaragua a channel 30 feet in depth will be
secured by dredging through a soft mud bottom to an aver-
age depth of 10 feet for about 14 miles from the shore. This
channel will have a width of 150 feet. From this point the
course of navigation is across the lake to the mouth of the
Rio Lajas. Thence the canal must pass for a distance of about
9 miles to the valley of the Rio Grande and the Tola basin,
penetrating on its way a slight ridge that reaches a level of 43
feet above the lake. This work will require considerable earth
and rock excavation. About 5} miles further on, near La
Flor, are to be located locks Nos. 4 and 5 and a large dam,
to hold the waters of the Tola basin. The first of these locks
terminates the summit level of the canal. The locks are to be
close together, and to have a lift of 423 feet each. About 1}
miles beyond is lock No. 6, the last of the western series, and
designed to lower the waters of the canal to the level of the
Pacific by means of a lift of from 21 to 29 feet, varying accord-
ing to the state of the tides.

From lock No. 6 to Brito, the western terminus, there
will be 1} miles of alluvial excavation. A port will have to
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be built at Brito, and very considerable sums are required
for its construction. The harbor on the Atlantic side, at San
Juan del Norte, is obstructed by drifting sand, and large sums
will be needed for its restoration and maintenance. Enor-
mous amounts of money will also be required to build the dam
at Ochoa and the embankments in the river valley necessary
to retain the navigable waters at the required height.

This inter-oceanic line may be the best attainable
ender existing circumstances, but there is an excellent port
in the Bay of Salinas on the Pacific coast, which could be
reacfied by bringing the canal thence to the Sapoa River. The
isthmus there is about 7} miles narrower than by the Lajas
River route, although the summit to be surmounted is 8o feet
aigher. The harbor of Salinas is unexcelled, having an area
of from 6 to 8 square miles, and being nearly circular; it is
also without entering rivers and without sediment or drifting
sands; is from 35 to 8o feet deep; is well protected from the
southwest winds, and has shores which would permit direct
landing. It is surrounded by a beautiful as well as healthful
country. The United States Government would do well to
instruct its engineers to take this harbor question once more
into serious consideration. This line has been proposed by a
very competent and distinguished French engineer, M. Belly,
who once owned a concession for this canal, and devoted many
years to the investigation of its problems. Even before him
an eminent Swedish ‘engineer, Mr. M. Oerstedt, recommended
this same line from the Sapoa River to the Bay of Salinas.
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GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS.

Nicaragua was first sighted by Columbus in 1502, and
it was first visited and explored by the Spanish military
adventurer, Gil Gonzales de Avila, in 1522, who gives a very
interesting account of his manner of taking possession of
Nicaragua in his letter to the Emperor Charles V, dated
March 6th, 1524. He says: “En el cielo, mas arriba del Sol,
hay un Sefior que hizo todas las cosas y los hombres y los
que esto creen y lo tienen por Sefior y son Cristianos, cuando
mueren van arriba donde él estd y los que no son Cristianos
van a un fuego que esti de bajo de la tierra! Hizoles ademas
comprender que todos los que asi creian quedaban por vasallos
del gran Rey de Castilla.”

(In heaven, above the sun, there is a Lord who made all
things and mankind, and those who Dbelieve this and accept
Him as their Lord and are Christians, after death will ascend
to where the Lord is, and those who are not Christians will
go to a fire which is beneath the earth. I gave them to
understand that all who belicve this would be considered as
vassals of the great King of Castile.)

The aboriginees of Nicaragua, who inhabited the country
at the time of the conquest, were:

1. The Chorotegans, divided into Dirians, Nagrandans
and Orotinans, who occupied thie valley of the lakes and part
of the highlands of Masaya.

2. The Chondales, who lived along the Cordillera de
los Andes, facing the lakes.
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3. The Niquirans and Cholutecans of Mexican origin
who occupied Rivas, the islands of Ometepe and Zapatera,
the Pacific coast and the Costa Rican territories of Guana-
caste and Nicoya.

4. The Carabisi, who lived in the rest of the Nicaraguan
territory, from the Cordilleras to the Atlantic Ocean, as
savage tribes.

The languages spoken by them were Niquiran or Mexi-
can, Chorotegan, Oritinan, Chondal, Pipil and Caribisi.

There -are still many Indians of the Carabisi tribes along
the rivers of the Atlantic slopes, who have changed their
customs very little. Other Indians have blood mixed with
that of the conquerors and their descendants, and have
accepted their language and customs. There are also many
Indians who, besidés the Spanish, speak their own language,
as in Masaya, Chontales, Carazo, Matagalpa, Nueva Segovia
and Jinotega, where they have preserved their blood pure.
Comparatively few full-blooded Indians remain in the Depart-
ments of Leon, Granada, Managua, Rivas and Chinandega.
In the ports and places along the Atlantic coast the negro
element prevails and much English is spoken. Negro blood
is apparent also in a great number of Zambos and people of
all shades of color.

The white people of pure blood are comparatively scarce
among Nicaraguans. They are mostly found in the larger
cities in the Departments of Leon, Chinandega, Granada and
Rivas. A few thousand white foreigners are scattered through
the ports and larger cities, in some mining districts and on
some plantations. As seen in the demographic tables already
given, the population of Nicaragua is only distinguished as
Indian and Ladino. By ILadinos we may understand people
of all colors and shades who wear clothes differing from the
native Indian dress.

Nicaragua is an immensely rich and fertile country, but
her development is far below her capabilities. That devel-
opment is retarded by the character and customs of her peo-
ple, and by revolutions which have brought the government
authority into disrepute. IHer agriculture is restricted and
almost primitive; her mines improperly managed; her indus-
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tries poorly organized; her labor inefficient and improperly
handled; her commerce defective; her social life and her intel-
lectual level, for want of education, comparatively low; and
her municipalities are lacking in energy.

One reason for the backwardness of civilization probably
lies in the fact that the people have always been poor,
uneducated and inexperienced. They have not been trained
to the function of self-government so as to make it the in-
strument of attaining the best results,

The lives of most of the people are quite simple and
primitive, and they are indifferent to the refinements of life, the
benefits of education, the enjovment of luxury and the acquisi-
tion of wealth. Among them still exists a kind of caste based
on color, established by the Spaniards, and the tempcrament
of the lower classes exhibits an apathetic resignation to pov-
erty and a lack of social ambition.

Withal they are a joyous people, full of gayety despite
their poverty. Perhaps the very fertility of their soil and the
mildness of their climate contribute to this temperament.
They do not hunger, because they have an abundance of
bananas and other fruits, of fish, pork, game, milk and eggs.
They do not shiver, because the climate is warm, and a roof
to protect against the rain is an adequate shelter. The gener-
osity of nature leaves them little to desire worth the trouble
of much exertion. Correspondent with these conditions, but
also a hindrance to progress, is a disposition to leave every-
thing for mafiana (to-morrow). Little is done with prompt-
ness or completeness. It surprises these people to see our
fevered impatience for results. Yet they have a sensitive sclf-
respect and a disposition to emulate, if the task be not too
arduous, the example of nations in the van of modern progress.

The mass of the people live in adobe houses with a roof
of tiles. These are seldom floored or ceiled, and where the
latter is found it is “cielo raso” (a frame over which white
cotton cloth is stretched). Owing to the hot climate glass
windows are not in vogue amongst ordinary people. The
furniture is simple and scant. Bedsteads are without mat-
tresses, and in the kitchen cooking is generally done over an

open fire. In many of the houses the old Indian mill-stone
is still in use.
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In cities the houses are mostly arranged in streets of
equal lengths, which cross at right angles. But how diverse:
the aspect of these cities is may be conjectured from facts.
like these; Jinotega, with 727 houses, has 49 streets; El Viejo,
with 131 houses, has 25 streets; Somotillo, with 426 houses,.
has 28 streets; while Granada, with 4,494 houses, has only 21
streets. In a table in Chapter IV are given lists of towns and
villages, with the number of their houses, streets and plazas,
where the curious may find material for comparing their
varied appearance.

In Granada, Leon and La Libertad a few streets are paved..
Between the houses in some cities are walls of adobe or wood.
In others the partition line is marked by a hedge of cereus or
cactus, or by the same pinuela (bromelia) of which the fences
are made that enclose the potreros in the country. There are:
usually a few fruit trees near the house, but seldom a flower
garden. Street cleaning is generally left to the rain or the
wind, to the pigs and to the zopilotes (Cathartes aura), the
well known black bird seen everywhere in tropical and sub-
tropical lands. Another street feature is the large number
of naked children, mostly boys. The girls generally wear
chemises. Very few cities have plazas of cultivated aspect.
The capital, Managua, has none which could induce the peo-
ple to resort to it. During the rainy season the streets are in
a very bad condition. So also are the country roads. In the
northern highlands and in the jicarales the roads at that
season are practically impassable, and an order of the gov-
ernment has been seen prohibiting in certain districts wagon
travel during the rainy season.

The ordinary clothing of men consists of a palm leaf hat,
a shirt and a pair of trousers; of women it consists of a loose-
chemise, a cotton skirt and a silk sharol or rebozo worn over
the shoulders. All go barefooted, except the Indian, who
uses sandals. The higher class of Ladinos imitate European
usages and try to keep up with that style. The national
drink may be set down as tiste, or'a mixture of pulverized
roasted cacao, corn meal, sugar and water.

Social life is monotonous. There are no clubs, coffee
houses, theatres, promenades or other places of amusement
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or of pleasure. The wealthy people, with few exceptions,
live in patriarchal simplicity. The taste for music and other
fine arts, for books and education is but slightly developed.
There are a few comfortable and well furnished houses, but
the greatest luxury consists in having many servants. The
National Library, with about 8,000 volumes, is the only in-
stitution of the kind in the land. The national literature is
small, and the number of books sold by different commercial
houses is very limited.

The government commands inadequate respect. Its
work goes on very slowly, and only a few sufficiently quali-
fied men of social standing are in office. Slower still, it is said,
are the proceedings of the judiciary of the country.

The tendency to outbreaks of political factions seems
inveterate, and the government palace, as well as the dwell-
ing house of the President and his family, is so guarded
as to present the aspect of a barrack.

In a previous chapter it has been stated that the govern-
ment aims to promote agriculture by giving premiums for
plantations of coffee, rubber, cacao, indigo, textile plants,
wheat, etc., also by giving certain privileges to planters and
laborers engaged in such work, and to promote immigration
by facilitating the acquisition of land. As to the latter, there
is a degree fixing the purchase price of land. Under it there
are charged 2 pesos for each manzana (about 1.79 acres) of
national land suitable for stock raising, 3 for each manzana
of agricultural land, and 5 for each manzana if well watered.
One peso more is added for each manzana if useful timber
stands on it. Two-thirds of the purchase must be paid in
cash, the rest may be paid in documents of public credit.
There is no tax on land, but there is a municipal tax of five
mills per pesos on net income in some of the Departments, and
also an export duty on coffee of 2 pesos per 100 pounds. .

Agriculture in Nicaragua has been impeded by a lack of
roads and of a proper skill and knowledge. Many inexperi-
cnced and incompetent capitalists have invested in plan-
tations and mines only to losc.

The greatest difficulty agriculture encounters is the con-
dition of labor. Nicaraguan laborers wish to be treated a¢
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hidalgos, and are full of tricks and the resources of deception.
In other countries, as in Guatemala and Mexico, after the sup-
pression of the so-called “encomiendos” and of forced labor,
and after the abolition of the costly African slavery, a sort
of peonage was invented. In this system poor families were
allowed to dwell on the vast estates of the rich for a rental
payable only in labor. This mode of payment was cxtended
afterward to all debts for commodities advanced by the land
owner or contracted in any other way.

In Nicaragua the pcople have had complete liberty, but
there is now some restriction on it. There is an agricultural
law which practically establishes the peonage system just de-
scribed. The laborer is frec to go where he likes and to work
when he likes, provided he is out of debt. But as soon as he
contracts a debt, it may be in receiving only a few pesos of
his wages in advance, he immediately loses his liberty. He
is now bound to work out this debt in labor, as also every
other debt he may contract subsequently for money or goods
furnished to him. His legal wages are 50 centavos per day
(about 20 cents). As this labor js substantially the only kind
to be obtained, the land owner uses every means to keep his
laborers in constant debt. Every workman must be in pos-
session of a special document showing where he works, but
his landlord can transfer his claims to any one else who will
pay the man’s debts.

It has already been stated that there are no roads
passable all the year around. In the mountainous region
there are no cart roads at all, and the horse paths traversing
the country are so bad during the rainy season that no trans-
portation of goods can be attempted. It is clear that under
such conditions freights will be so high as to put an end to the
exchange of products, and especially of those of little value.

There are no agricultural societies nor other organiza-
tions through which these detrimental conditions can be
considered and a change in them promoted. As there is no
official register or record of titles (cadastre), and as there are
no agricultural statistics, nor maps of detailed survey, it is
difficult to establish an agricultural mortgage bank, an agency
which would be of very much advantage, especially to the
large planters of cacao, coffee, etc.
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Nearly all men have commercial abilities in Nicaragua.
But general as these qualities are, they go with a lack of spirit
-of association and enterprise, which also holds the country
back in its economic and industrial progress. The same
effect arises too from the prevalence of short-sighted jealousy,
which is shown especially to men in public life. It is a great
hindrance to industrial enterprise, to the development of per-
sonal talent and influence, to the acquisition of larger fortunes
and to the elevation of men.

Mr. Levy, in his highly interesting work published in
1871, said truly that much of the existing defective conditions
of this country were due to the trade restrictions of the Span-
ish colonial system. There was also a time when, for fear of
pirates, everything from Central America had to go by way
of Granada through the Great Lakes and the San Juan River
to Cartagena, Colombia, and this traffic brought prosperity
to Nicaragua. It induced its people to produce flour, achiote,
cochineal, wine, precious woods, resins, fibres, etc., for expor-
tation. This production ceased when Charles III in 1778
established free-trade between the colonies, and created a navy
adequate to protect them from the invasion of pirates. Still
later, the achievement of independence in 1821 almost com-
pletely extinguished the former prosperity. It was followed
by ceaseless internal dissensions and revolutions, which dimin-
ished production in an extraordinary manner. As Mr. Levy
says again, commerce was reduced to the sale of cacao, cheese,
and articles of household industry to the neighboring coun-
tries, which commerce still exists, and to the importation of a
very few articles from Europe. All the old capital disap-
peared with the Spaniards, and it is chiefly due to English
merchants and bankers that Nicaragua continued to figure in
the commercial world.

The connection with England came principally with the
use of steamers in oceanic trade. Naturally, in order to
open an exchange of products with a country exceedingly
rich in resources, but not producing much, long credits have
to be given, and to-day Nicaraguan commerce subsists almost
wholly on the extended credits opened by European houscs,
by which practically they receive its coffee, hides, rubber, etc.,
in pavment.

89



It can be said that Nicaragua, after a long stagnation,
came again intd6 commercial activity when the gold fields of
California were discovered in 1849. Then an American Tran-
sit Company was organized, which brought the gold seekers
and a current of emigrants through Nicaragua, via the San
Juan River, the Great Lake and the Isthmus of Rivas, on their
way to California. Many supplies were profitably sold to them,.
as also was afterward done when the Panama railroad was.
opened in 1858, and a regular steamship route to California
established, which touched the Nicaraguan port of Corinto.
The result of this was a general large increase of production
and a sudden considerable augmentation of imports.

The subsequent economic history of Nicaragua, for want
of better data, may be indicated by the following table of
national rents taken from a pamphlet prepared by the Min-
ister of Fomento in 1804.

Yoars. Pesos Years Pesos,

1876 and 1876....... 2,324,998
1877 ‘¢ 1878......

.. 3,118,281
147812 16
1,229,101.95

<. 1,357,002.16
1,782,760.06

2,011,670.25

In the chapter on commerce the articles of actual export
and import have been indicated. In order to deal success-
fully with the merchants or consumers of Nicaragua, and to
take advantage of the resources and opportunities there

. opened, it is necessary that one’s knowledge of the country
should be exact and detailed. Therefore, this monograph
brings together the most authentic facts concerning the geo-
graphical character of the country, its means of communica-
tion, its population and customs, statistics of production and
consumption, its economic, financial, political and social con-
dition, and its resources in general,

The importers, of whom lists have been given in the
chapter on commerce, sell to the retail merchants on a cash
basis, but on long credits; if the same men export they buy



their goods direct from the producers, often making advances
on the crops in articles of daily constimption, but using little
money.

Small producers sell their own products in the local
markets, where such facilities are provided, as in Leon,
Managua, Masaya, Granada, or in the public plazas. Nearly
every importer and merchant engages in a general trade; not
seldom they also secll beans, cercals and other agricultural
products of daily consumption.

Among the first requirements for doing business in
Nicaragua are to sell cheaply, and to have a great variety of
designs, colors, etc., but always in accordance with the tastes
and usages of the natives. It is further important that goods.
should be put up with constant uniformity as to length, width
and sizes; also to be punctual and exact in filling orders; to
have the merchandise well and neatly labeled; to have it prop-
erly packed to suit the conditions of Nicaragua traffic, as for
example, in small and strong boxes with the gross weight
not exceeding 200 pounds, often with tin lining when they are
to go by canoe, boat, or on mules’ backs into the interior.

There can be no doubt that trade in Nicaragua will be
a risky business so long as wholesale dealers grant long
credits. The retail merchant, in turn, is often obliged to
make the same concession in order to sell at all. The risk
in later years is still greater, because of constant révolutions
carried on with forced loans and voluntary or involuntary
contributions, in connection with compulsory closing of stores
or with selling goods at any price in order to cover the amount.
of dictated contributions.

In view of such abuses no commercial relations with
native merchants can be reccommended, and nobody knows.
whether the foreign houses will not also suffer, The English
consul says that it is a safe rule not to rely upon the con-
tinued existence for twelve months of even the apparently
good and strong houses under these circumstances.

History in Nicaragua rcally begins with the conquest by
Gil Gonzalez de Avila in 1522, and his arrangements with the
cacique, Nicarao, whose capital stood on the shore of the
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lake, then called Cocibolca, not far from the point where
afterward rose the Villa of Nicaragua, now the city of Rivas.

The first Spanish governor of Nicaragua was Hernandez
.de Cordova, the founder of the cities of Granada, old Leon
.and others. The last governor was Miguel Gonzalez de Saravia.

After the year 1570 Nicaragua formed a part of the Capi-
tania General de Guatemala. Public affairs were then in the
hands of a “Concejo” or “Audiencia,” called “Real Can-
cilleria,” whose president was the head of the “Reino” or
“Capitania General.”

The limits’ of this monograpli permit only a short rcla-
tion of the principal historical events in Nicaragua. During
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries negro slaves were
imported. Great earthquakes occurred, which changed the
bed of the San Juan River. Pirates devastated Segovia,
‘Granada and other parts of the country, and the fortresses
-of San Carlos and El Castillo on the San Juan River had to
be built. In 1610 there was a great eruption of the volcano
Momotombo. .

During the eighteenth century there were continued in-
vasions of the pirates, to which were added forays of the
Zambos along the coast. The inhabitants of Segovia, Mat-
agalpa, Jinotega and Sébaco were compelled to forsake their
Cities,

In 1762 the English governor of Jamaica invaded Nica-
ragua, pénetrating the country along the line of the San
Juan River, but he was killed.

On the 15th of September, 1821, the independence of
Central America was proclaimed and Nicaragua as a State,
-entered the “Republica Federal de Centro-Anierica,” after a
short connection with the Mexican Empire in 1822. This
connection was formed by General Iturbide, but it was de-
stroyed by a revolt led by Cleto Ordofiez, of Granada.

In 1838 the Federal Republic, which had only two presi-
-dents, Manuel José Arce and General Francisco Morazan,
broke up, and Nicaragua became an independent republic.
Now followed a government of twenty successive Direc-
tores Supremos, of whom the first was Pablo Buitrago and the
last Fulgencio Vega. On the organization of the Republic the
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Director received the title of President. The succession of
Presidents is as follows:

Frutos Chamorro...... ... 1854
Tomas Martinez ...... ... 1868
Fernando Guaman.. 1867

Vicente Quadra............ seee 1871
Pedro Jonquin Chinmorro .

General Jonquin Zavala.
Dr. Adan Curdenae,.....
Col Evaristo Carazo ...
Roberto Sacasa ... e vene
General Santo8 J. ZelBYR...cco.eeveiierreecesiesocsosenssannan tesecenes geaevses 1888

Following the declaration of independence there were
numerous civil wars, interrupted by an invasion of filibusters
from the United States. In 1835 a tremendous eruption of
the volcano Coseguina occurred. )

In 1850 Spain recognized the independence of Nicaragua,.
and in the same‘_'ygﬁr' ghe first steamers, the “Director” and
“Nicaragua,” ran up the San Juan River, making a connec-
tion between the port of La Virgen on the Great Lake and
the Atlantic Ocean, while from the port of La Virgen an over-
land transportation line to the Pacific Ocean was established.

In 1846 the culture of coffec was introduced; in 1847
occurred a British invasion; in 1851 Managua was made the
capital of the Republic; in 1855 William Walker landed a
filibustering expedition in Nicaragua and devastated the coun-
try for several years; in 1858 the boundary question with
Costa Rica was settled; in 1876 the first telegraph line was
cstablished; in 1878 work on the national railroads began; and
in 1894 the Mosquito Coast was incorporated.

In closing these bricf statements it should be said that,
after a revolution, the Liberal Party came into power in 1893.
with which event the aristocratic type of government appar-
ently disappeared, a type in which, like those of old Venice
and of Greece, public affairs are directed wholly by large
proprietors and capitalists, the people having little or no rec-
ognition. Whether this change is to the advantage of the
country the future only can show.
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