






























16 AFFAIRS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA. 

agua. I have no doubt many person~ ~ave left t~i~ place wit~in the 
past few months, 'for the. ,purpose of aldmg the mlhtB;ry operatlOn~ of 
Walker in Ameflca, but they all wIthout orgamza-
tion, without visible arms or military equipments any description; 
some, for the avowed purpose of l?cating as peaceful occ.upants ~p~m 
the of Nicaragua, whICh arc offered certam quantities 
to those . may choose to emigrate; and with through 
tickets to New York, claiming to be peaceful passengers. No infor­
mation which would justify the seizure of a vessel, or the commence-
ment of a has come to my 

assure you that such be law 
be promptly enforced. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. INGE. 

C. CUSHING, 
Attorney General United Staie.s, Wa,slzington. 

OFFICE OF THE A'lTORNEY OF THE UNITED STATES 
THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT CAJ.IFORNIA, 

Los Angeles, 1856. 
SIR: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 10th of De-

cember last, calling special attention, by direction of the President, 
to subject the preparations being made in various ports of 
United States to recruit men for the invasion of the State of Nicaragua, 
or otherwise taking part in military operations there, and desiring me 
to measures to detect and defeat all enterprises, and to bring 
the parties guilty to punishment; and detain any vessel fitted out 
to carryon the undertaking; and to give seasonable notice if in any 
case occasion should arise for the exercise of the direct authority of the 
President. 

shall use all due diligence to carry out thc instructions of 
President in the premises. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CUSHING, 
• P. OR]), District Attorney. 

Attorney General United States, Washi1f{/ton. 

OFFICE OF THE A'lTORNEY OF THE UNITED STATES 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CAUFORNIA, 

Los Angeles, Februar1J 1856, 
I have had the honor receive your of the 14th of 

cember, 1855, on the subject of illegal military enterprises against 
the State of Nicaragua originating in California. 

shall use every to out directions and of 
President in regard these illegal enterprises. 





















































































































74: AFFAIRS WITH THB GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA. 

revolution in May,' 1854, can better than I a 
establishment of order and tranquility. It is to 

enlightened members the cabinet now in 
carried to the humblest i 

reciatc the re­
through 
ritly will 

the land. 
assured that the of her Britannic JlIillleSl,V will yield 

equal sympathies, so affairs of the 
ducted in keeping with usages and in conformity 
nations. 

be con­
the laws of 

Meanwhile I shall, by next mail, transmit to the charge d'affaires 
()f her Britannic M.ajesty, Charles Lemor Wyke, residing in Guate­
mala, the treaty, and the accompanying communication, for his infor­
mation and guidance. 

have the honor most humble servant, 
THOMAS MANNING, 

In charge mce-coosulate. 
Excellency Don .u."'~LD.V J ERE'l, 
Secretary of supreme TITI"Tt:ni!l'UJlrUU rJll1"P.1"nm"P!M. 

C. 

[TraDIIlation. ] 

President pro tem. Republic of Nicaragua inhabitanU. 

Whereas, it is ascertained that of the 
States, in opposition public ,."T1,hnru>n 

"""."'_";;;0 a recognition existing administration Nicaragua, 
and refuses to enter into communication with the Hon. P. H. French, 
at present its accredited minister to said government, therefore he, 
in the exercise of his powers, decrees: 

Art. 1. All official communication with the Hon. J. H. Wheeler, 
minister resident of the government of the United States in this 
republic, is hereby suspended. 

Art. 2. All powers 
plenipotentiary to 

Art. 3. Let this 
to said Mr. P. 

to report on 

on Col. P. H. 
government, are revoked. 

known to whom 
in order that 

minister 

in Granada, on day of the month of January, ]856. 
PATRICIO RIVAS. 

To the Minister General, Don FERMIN FERRER, 

Correct F. FERRER. 



























AFFAIRS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA, 87 

ARTICLE XII. 

State gives to the the right 
indemnity, public lands 
the wood, stone, timber, or any 

may require for and the use 
ependencies. And hereby further 

the right to take and make use of snch portions the public lands as 
they may require for the establishment or erection of houses, stores, 
docks, wharves, stations, and all other useful objects connected with 
the works of said canal. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

case the company require any materials, 
stone, &c., which found in or upon thc 

individuals, it obligated to pay for 
may be agreed the company 
but all the may be required for passage of 

the canal, in its entire route, shall be at the expense of the State, and 
the company shall not be liable to pay any indemnity for the same. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

All the articles that the company may require, both for the sur-
explorations, the construction and works 

eanal, or such a8 the company e8tabli8h, such 
machines, instruments, , and all other materials, 

admitted into the of duties of Imd may 
discharged in any harbors, or at any within its 

that the company select; in this however, 
giving notice of such intention to the proper government officer. 
But the company shall have no right to introhcc within the terri­
tory of the State any goods, merchandise, or any other articles of 
commerce for sale or exchange, without paying the duties established 
by law. And they are also prohibited from importing any articles 
()r materials which may be monopolized or prohibited by the State, 

purpose, except for of the works of canaL 

State binds itself and aid, in way, 
and laborers, may be em-

ployed in the explorations surveys of the route, and in the con­
stnlCtion of the works of the canal; and to this end stipulates, that 
all citizens of the country, who may be so employed by the company, 
shall be free and exempt from all civil or milItary service of the State 
whatsoever; but to entitle them, however, to the right of exemption 
from such military service, they shall have been previously in the 

of the company least the period month. The 
guarantees to who may on the 











































108 AFFAIRS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF NICARA.GUA. 

in Nicaragua to appear before them fort.hwith, to give all evidence 
may be requirecl and with the privilege defend the 

of their principals. 
'l'he said companies be considered 

of conducting examination, and for 
collectively responsible such sum as may 

due to the State, but for no other. 
5. For the purpose of securing the payment of such amount the 

said board find due, they are hereby commanded to cause all the pro­
perty of ·said companies to be seized forthwith and held by responsible 
persons, subject to the order of said board. 

6. That the transit of passengers across this isthmus may suffer no 
interruption, the board authorized to deliver responsible 

as may make all the said seized, upon 
executing a one-fourth appralsed 

and with the that the same forthcoming 
called for by board, and that the in the 
shall continue transport the passengers arrive on 

the side of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, and the expenses of trans­
porting said passengers shall be charged against the said companies. 

'1. Before allowing the said property to be bonded, the board shall 
cause the same to be fairly approved by three competent persons 
appointed for the purpose. 

S. The board shall proceed summarily and with dispatch, and on 
determining the amount the companies the State, shall 

their proceedings to the ~r:o'\Ternnlen.t. 
The compensation of COlnIIlllllililOlwrl8, 

board of appraisers appointed, 

Let this be t>"1WnTn"""'ot,,rl to the proper 

Given at Granada the 18th day of February, 1856. 
P ATRICIO RIVAS. 

No.2. 

NEW YORK, 1856. 
Isaac C. Lea, the American 

Company, (of Nicaragua,) do hereby certify bonus of 
ten thousand dollars per annum, due the Stat.e of Nicaragua under the 
grant from said State to the said company, was duly paid on the drafts 
of said State for the same, in the years 1849, 1850, and 1851; and I 
do hereby further certify, as secretary of the Accessory Trausit Com­
pany, that the said bonus was duly paid by the said Accessory Transit 
Company, on the State for the 1853, and 
1854, and that they and ready to pay same for the 

1855, but were by Messrs. Manning, & Co., 



























































AFFAIRS WITH GOVERNMENT OF 137 

have constantly these bandits of both 
oceans. In this posture affairs my government gives you, as the 
representative of the company, public and private notice that, pending 
the hostilities against the invaders of the soil of' Central America, the 
transit of the steamers plying on the river St. John and lake NicarlP 
gua must be suspended, being ready to use all the means in its power 
to stop such transit, in the (not to be supposed) event that the com-

should contravene this notice. In this government 
against all for the consequences, serious 

.''''J Uv, which may company or To 
n .. ,nu'nt. an allegation of this notice, copy of 

the respective governments. 
eave -you. 

JOAQUIN B. CALVO. 
To the AGENT OF THE NICARAGUA ACCmsORY 'l'RANSIT COMPANY, 

San Juan del Norte. 

A true copy. L. MOLINA. 

to Mr Molina. 

DEPARTMENT 
Washington, 1856. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of' the United States, has the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Molina, charge 
d'affaires of Costa Rica, of the 8th instant, with the accompanying 
papers, stating the views and declaring the policy of his government 
with reference to the existing state of affairs in Nicaragua, and reflect-

what he pleases the lawless conduct of citizens and 
of the United 

undersigned misunderstood the 
note, it reflects faith of the 

their neutral not only with 
Central American Mr. Molina must that so 

grave a charge as this, affecting so directly the honor of the United 
States, should not have been lightly made, or presented without ade­
quate proof to sustain it. That persons, formerly citizens or inhabi­
tants of the United States, are now found among the enemies of Costa 
Rica, or any other of the Central American States, does not at all sus­
tain such a charge. The right of expatriation is not, I believe, with-

from the citizens government or under 
jurisdiction. This always been open ingress of 

foreigners, and those free to come been free 
. and in respect under no 
restraint than States. 

undersigned ill Bot the citizens or of Costa 
Rica have not the same right of expatriation as those of the U nitedStates. 
The laws of neither country, it is presumed, have conferred the 
authority to examine into the motives which may lead anyone to ex-
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drance on the part 0/ fhe U;",,',lwcru.u'-,," of the United States, the under-
has good grounds that these have been 

to prevent the of the United of neu-
and have visited bound to express 

detecting violators of With 
information on it is believed }Iolina, in-

stead of reproaching this government for remissness in enforcing its 
laws, would have done justice to its fair intentiolls and vigorous efforts 
to execute them. 

It cannot be supposed that Mr. Molina means to make it a ground 
of complaint that unassociated individuals have voluntarily left the 
United States with intention of entering into foreign military service. 

acts are not intcrnational law. the repre-
of a free l'tIolina must be it is not 

the competence liberal government 
the motives and ,vhich induce an 

~~.Th~ ~~~~ ~ 
power, which government, however character, 

has ever attempted to enforce upon another as a duty of neutrality. 
In the controversy which this government has had with Great Bri­

tain in regard to enlistments in the United States for the British ser­
vice, the right of individuals to go voluntarily out of the United 
States for the purpose of entering into that service has not been ques­
tioned; but the complaint against the British government is, that it 

employed agents to the United retain, 
persons to go that purpose. 
there was reason that agents 

country to recruit prosecutions 
nrrnn.,t. instituted, going on. 

judicial against those agents doing what 
Great Britain contends her agents had a right to do within the United 
States. 

If Mr. Molina means to complain of the insufficiency of our laws in 
regard to neutrality, the reply to such a charge is that these laws are 
as stringent as those of any other nation. If he intends to go further, 
and to imply the want of good faith on the part of this government 

executing them, the repelled as unfounded. 
difficult to conceive other object Mr. could have 
addressing to the the note of instant, if it 

to enter a formal against the of our 
neutrality or of good faith them. 

President believes Molina will consider to the 
friendly relations now existing between the United States and Costa 
Rica so to explain his note as to repel either inference. 

The President sincerely regrets the state of hostility which now 
exists in Central Americn. He has faithfully discharged the obliga­
tions of neutrality due from this government not only to the friendly 
State of Costa Rica, but the other Central American non'.uu"'nTn 

Cherishing sentiments for Costa 
that he had the duties 

that State, cannot withhold 












































































