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.Firemen on Alert for More Expl. 

Bombs Cached for Cuba Go ( 

. 

t
By TOM LOWNES 
Borali llialt Writer 

osPhorus bombs stored 
fo shipment to the Cuban 
re Is exploded in a southwest 
se .ion apartment house Fri­

' day. 
The building was temporar­

ily evacuated a.d a crew of 
firemen was posted on 24-hour 

. 

watch to gUard against future 
fires . . 

Pudd!es of diluted phospho­
rus, temporarily rendered 
harmless by a heavy dousing 
of water, left the ent ire build­
ing at 1560 SW Fifth St. in 
danger of new, unpreventable 
blazes as water began to evap­
orate. 

. 

Less than an hour after the 
original. fire-explosion In a sec­
ond floor closet a second blaze 
sprang up on t~e apartment 
house stairs, more than 100 
feet from the first fire. 

Firefighters were also rush­
ed to the Miami Police Station 
where blazes flared in four 

barrels and tubs of phospho­
rus bombs and machine-gun 
bullets which officers had 
hauled away from the apart­
ment house. 

Miami Detective C h a r 1 e s 
Sapp said more than 100 four­
inch fire bombs and 3,000 
rounds of .30 caliber · machine 
gun ammunition were fQund in 
the closet cache. 

Mod est 0 Echevarria, in 
whose apartment the ammuni­
tion was found, was arrested 
for investigation of possessing 
explosives without a license. 
His wife, Mrs. Rose Flo res 
.Echevarria, was picked up for 
questioning and then released. 

Fire Inspector P. F. O'Con­
nell said he was posting a 

crew of firemen 
watch at the build 

All phosphorm 
carpeting was r i 
hauled out. 

"The phosphon 
tracked through 
building," O'Conn 

"As soon as th 
{Jut , that stuff c 
flames- anywher 

O'Connell poi 
scorched spot on 
stairs, about 100 
first fire. The sp 
up' less than an h 
original fire. 

As fi remen rak 
fuming debris 
Echevarria apar 
officers shouted 
Ings at t h e m: 

Firemen SOB Crusted Machinegun Bullets in Tub 
arms .ei~ure touched 011 trouble lor police 

\ 



, «. 
'Section B 

RADIO·TV 2 
\ CLASSIFIED 3·17 

COMICS 18·19 

Q!bt~i'am'{Htral~ 
Saturday, July 26, 1958 Complete Local News 

By TOM LOWNES watch to gU'ard against future Less than an hour after the barrels and tubs of phospho­
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ily evacuated aad a crew ot blazes as water began to evap­ ed to the Miami Police Station 
inch fire bombs and 3.000firemen was posted on 24-hour orate. where blazes flared in four 
rounds of ,3D caliber machine 
gun ammunition were found in 
the closet cache. 

Mod est 0 Echevarria, in 
whose apartment the ammuni­

found, was arrested 
investigation of' possessing 

without a license. 
His wife, Mrs, Rose Flo res 

was picked up for 
questioning and then released. 

Fire Inspector P. F. O'Con­
said he was posting a 

tion was 
for 
explosives 

Echevarria, 

\ nell 

,Fil'emen on Alel't for MOl'e Explosions 
) 

. ' . 

Bombs: Cached for Cuba Go Off Here Instead 

crew of firemen on ' B U-hour 
wa.tch a.t the buiidinr. 

All phosphorus-soaked hall 
carpeting was ripped up and 
hauled out. 

"The phosphorus has bee n 
tracked through the who I e 
building," O'Connell said, 

"As soon as the water dries 
{Jut, that stuff can go up in 
flames~anywhere, anytime." 

O'Connell pointed to a 
scorched spot on the building's 
stairs, about 100 feet from the 
first fire. The spot had flared 
up less thah an hour after the 
original fire. 

As fi~emen raked the soggy, 
fuming debris out of the 
Echevarria apartment, their 
officers IIhouted urgent warn­
inlll at the m: "Don't touch 

Mrs. Echevarria 
• •• relealed 

your faces - that stuff will 
burn your skin off!" 

Firemen, police, ' and report­
ers emerging from the build­

ing had their shoes and boots 
.doused with a spray of water 
to dilute the phosphorus pick­
ed up in the apartment. 

"When you go home, soak 
your shoes in water, and leave 


. them outside the Iiouse-they 

may catch fire during the 

night," said O'Connell. 

As he talked, other firemen 
were hard-pressed to 'keep doz­
ens of neighborhood children 
from running through puddles 
of diluted phosphorus bare­
footed, , 

Customs age n t s reported 
Thursday another seizure of 
guns ' and ammunition that 
were ready to be shipped out 
of the country from Miami. 
Agents found three \ machine 
,guns, several rifles and 20,000 
rounds of ammunition in a 
house at 2498 SW 21st St. 

~----------------------~-------------------
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This odd set of circumstances By BILL MOESER 

Reporter of T he Miami Ne, .. 
 surrounding the Golden Wing 

There's a flying club operating Corp. - which operates out of 
In nearby .Broward County which Broward International Airport ­
uses sleek, powerful P-51 fighter 

has excited the curiosity of fed-planes instead of the usual Cubs. 
eral agents, who have spent many 

Members of the club are, for Ihnnrc ,v" itin<1 "nrl wat.chine for 

Wing Corp. was chartered on Known Cuban exiles have been 

Jan. 8, 1957, for $25,000 with 250 observed by government agents 
shares of stock. either taking part in training 

Officers of the corporation in- flights or working on the planes in 

clude the president Manuel J .recent weeks. Diaz, born in Cuba 
. ' in 1934, but a naturalized Ameri-

Dlaz, 25, of 2151 SW 21st Ter ., and can, was issued a private pilot's 

d 
One P -51 arrived at the North 

Perry Airport in Hollywood early 
in Febl,"uary this year and by Sl 

April two more arrived. They then a 
were moved to Broward Interna- c; 
tiona!. SI 
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,leuths Maintain Watch Over Alien Air Fleet In Broward 

This odd set of circumstances IWing Corp. was chartered on 

surrounding the Golden Wing 
Corp. - which operates out of 
Broward International Airport ­
has excited the curiosity of fed­
eral agents, who have spent many 
hours waiting and watching for 
machine guns to be placed on the 
planes. 

"If these folks so much as get 
aboard with a sidearm strapped 
to them we'll pick them up. But 
in 3meantime they are getting 
their training flights in," said an 
agen 

Sta e records reveal the Golden 

Jan. 8, 1957, for $25,000 with 250 
shares of stock. 

·•Officers af th e corporatIon \D­
. 

clude the preSident, Manuel J. 
Diaz, 25, of 2151 SW 21st Ter., and 
two Miami attorneys, David Mc­
Donald, of 4160 Grove St., and 
David C. McDonald, of 1305 Al· 
hambra Circle, Coral Gables. 

Well-informed sources name de­
posed Cuban President Carlos 
Prio as the banker .for the minia­
ture air force. But Diaz did the 
dealing and bought the planes 
from surplus government stock. 

*­
Known Cuban exiles have been 

observed by government agents 
either taking part in training 
flights or working on the planes in 
recent weeks. Dlaz, born lD Cuba 
in 1934, but a naturalized Ameri­
can, was issued a private pilot's 
license on June 19, 1957. He re­
ceived a commerc·ial license soon 
afterwards. 

ed I ld 't 
F era agents wou n com­

ment about the planes other than 
to say they were watching them. 
When asked if military aircraft 
operated by exiles constituted a 
neuiality violation a customs ag­
ent aid, "We are keeping our eye 
on em. If those people try to 
exp t the fighters without a li­
cense or launch an · expedition 
against a friendly nation or tran­
sport arms or munitions aboard 
those planes we'll nab them. 

"We know they think they can 
just slip aboard some night, in­
stall a few guns and take off. But 
we'll be ready for them." 

The aircraft have even made 
legal flights outside the limits of 
the U.S. on March 15, for exam­
ple, a fl ight was made to Nassau 
for training purposes: 

The planes were purchased 
from the government redistribu­
ting and marketing division of 
Norton Air Force Base in Cali­
fornia. 

On Dec. 10, 1957, one Mustang 
fighter was bought by Diaz for 
$1,525.27 - paid in eash. It cost 
the U. S. $240,000 for this plane 
in 1944. And on Jan. 11, three 
days after the Golden Wing Corp. 
was chartered, Diaz bought two 
more planes for a similar amount 
each. 

The aircraft were taken to the 
Sky Harbor Airport . in Phoenix, 
Ariz.. where they were refur­
bished and readied for flight to 
Florida. 

* 

One P-51 arrived at the North 

Perry Airport in Hollywood early 
in Feb~uary this year and by 
April two more arrived. They then 
were moved to Broward Interna­
tiona!. 

The sprawling Broward airport 
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has been the scene of other rebel i U 
fi.flights. Almost impossible to eon­

tain are surreptitious takeoffs in Im 
the darkness. Two years ago Cu- w 
bans took off from Broward to 

fire-bomb sugar eane fields ~ith bJ 
phosphorous. a! 

IT 

And the same sources say bel a ' 
leaders often use the field for h 
takeoffs for flights into the Sierra n 
Maestra mountains and back. 

Efforts have been made by the In 
rebels to buy machine guns and ­
bombs for the aircraft. It is not 
known how successful these ef­
forts have been. 

In recent weeks Castro has 
sent six rebel columns into ad­
joining provinces to present a thin 
line of march across the island 
for an assault. The troops need 
military a ir support badly. 

Batista recently said, "Only an 
act of God will prevent an elec­
tion in Cuba on Nov. 3." Castro 
has replied the elections will nev­
er be held. 

The one thing Batista has been 
unsuccessful at is throttling the 
aerial supply line from south 
Florida to the rebel forces. 
· 

On Aug. 29, Charles Hormel, a 
Miamian, was released in $2,500 
bond charged by federal author­
ities with smuggling arms to re­
bel forces. Hormel admitted mak­
ing 27 successful flights to Cuba. 
On his 28th trip he crashed into 
the Caribbean sea near the U.S. 
Naval Base at Guantanamo. He 
was aided in his flight from Cuba V-j 

by the rebel underground. . 

http:1,525.27
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By BILL MOESER 

Reporter of The Miami Ne... 


There's a flying club operating 
In nearby .Broward County which 
uses sleek, powerful P-51 fighter 
planes instead of the usual Cubs. 

Members of the club are, for 
the most part, Cuban aliens who 
are likely to have a grudge against 
the dictatorship of Fulgencio Ba­
tista. 

P-51 fighter planes were the 
mainstay of the United States 
during World War II. They can 
be pushed at the rate of 350 miles 
an hour or more and never have 
been considered toys. 

This odd set of circumstances IWing Corp. was chartered on 
surrounding the Golden Wing 
Corp. - which operates out of 
Broward International Airport ­
has excited the curiosity of fed­
eral agents, who have spent many 
hours waiting and watching for 
machine guns to be placed on the 
planes. 

"If these folks so much as get 
aboard with a sidearm strapped 
to them we'll pick them up. But 
in ~ meantime they are getting 
their training flights in." said an 
agen 

Sta e records reveal the Golden 

Jan. 8. 1957, for $25,000 with 250 
shares of stock. 

t·· Officers 0 f the corpora Ion tn­
. I 

elude the president, Manue J . 
Diaz, 25, of 2151 SW 21st Ter., and 
two Miami attorneys, David Mc­
Donald, of 4160 Grove St.. and 
David C. McDonald, of 1305 AI­
hambra Circle. Coral Gables. 

Well-informed sources name .de­
posed Cuban President Carlos 
Prio as the banker for the minia­
ture air force. But Diaz did the 
dealing and bought the planes 
from surplus government stock. 

Known Cuban exiles have been 
observed by government agents 
either taking part in training 
flights or working on the planes in . . 
recent weeks. Dlaz, born 10 Cuba 
in 1934, but a naturalized Ameri­
can, was isslled a private pilot's 
license on June 19, 1957. He re­
ceived a commercial license soon 
afterwards, 

Federal agents wouldn't corn­
ment about the planes other than 
to say they were watching them. 
When asked if military aircraft 
operated by exiles constituted a 
neulality violation a customs ag­
ent aid. "We are keeping our eye 
on em. If those people try to 

I exp t the fighters without a li­
cense or launch an expedition 
against a friendly nation or tran­
sport arms or munitions aboard 
those planes we'll nab them. 

"We know they think they can 
just slip aboard some night, in­
stall a few guns and take off. But 
we'll be r eady for them. " 

The aircraft have even made 
legal flights outside the limits of 
the U.S. on March 15, for exam­
ple, a flight was made to Nassau 
for training purposes: 

One P-51 arrived at the North 

iJ 

I 
c 
E 
VI 

il 
g 

So 

P 
d 

Perry Airport in Hollywood early 

by Iin FebJ;'uary this year and SI 

April two more arrived. They then a. 
were moved to Broward Interna. c. 

lSItional. 

The sprawling Broward airport 
has been the scene of other rebel 
flights. Almost impossible to eon­
tain are surreptitious takeoffs In 
the darkness. Two years ago Cu­
bans took off from Broward to 

I....bomb _ ..,., r~1do ~i" 
phosphorous. 

And the same sources say bel 
leaders often use the field for 
takeoffs for flights into the Sierra 
Maestra mountains and back. 
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Efforts have been made by the I " 
rebels to buy machine guns and -
bombs for the aircraft. It is not 
known how successful these ef­
forts have been. 

In recent weeks Castro has 
sent six rebel columns into ad­
joining provinces to present a thin 
line of march across the island 
for an assault. The troops need 
military "air support badly. 
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. Cuban Exiles Lef: 1.. large At Perdue 
Continued from Page I-A 

however, Perdue admitted writing "It Is false to say that any 

the note to Hernandez and said: political exile's family would be in the note are in fear for their 


persecuted in Cuba for the revo­ families also." 

"It was all In . line of duty_ I lutionary activity of one person." 

Nobregas said he, Martinez Eu­Was assigned to protect Hernan- A photostatic copy of the re­

dez ' home and . that 's what I port from Perdue to Hernandez genio and Orlando Acosta were 

Was doing when I spotted these, Was produced by Jose Aleman, stopped by Perdue while en route 

three Cubans on San Marino wealthy Cl!ban exile whose Trade to Tropical Hobbyland in Miami 

Island. Winds Hotel was raided twice to buy a pet for Aleman. "He 


"I chased them and caught 
 questioned us and then let us go,"this week by Beach police and said Nobregas. them . on the Miami . side after Metro deputies. 

calling the Miami police for help. 
 'Sent To Us In The Maj)' Beach Police Chief Michael Fox Afterward I wrote a note to Her­ "I don't vouch for the note," said Perdue Was working present­nandez and left it at his door. I said Aleman. "It Was sent to us ly as an investigator aSSigned to

thought he ought to know who in the mail, apparently by the his office. ~ Was hanging around his house. person who stole Hernandez' 
briefcase. "I don't know what this i all"I don't want some crazy revo­ about," said Fox. "'but I'll klutionary throwing a bomb at me into it.""What I would like to know is r- - - _________ 

or my family. I Was~ jUst doing why a city detective would be 
my job. I don 't take sides in the writing to Hernandez. If he had 
matter. I'm not for Batista or anything to report, he should haveagainst him." 

reported it to his superiors, " 

Hernandez Comments 


The three men named in Per­Consul Hernandez · said he saw 
due's report all live at Aleman's 3Cubans Level

• 

nothing unusual about Perdue 
hotel, One of the men, An el No­

ting him a note. "Detective 
bregas y Heria, is perSOnal sec-P due was assigned to guard 

; retary 0 Aleman. ~ m house after I asked protec­

ti from your State Depart­ "My family has been subj ted 

ment," said Hernandez_ to abuse in Cuba," said N re­
 Ch r~~CK1.R~':erdre 

gas, "and the other men na ed 

Reporter ,of 'lb~ ~llam.1 N~i:mi Beach claimed to­
Three Cuban political exiles IIV~! I: persecution because of a 

f rday their families had been earmar ti H L. (Pat) Perdue to 
re ort written by veteran Beach Detee ve . . 

p d do Hernandez. 
Cuban Consul E uar d 't' g allegedly was amon~ 

d ' own han wrl In • t M' ml/ The report, in Per ue S h his briefcase was stolen a laIHernandez' personal papers w en 

International Airport March 5. k d ' f he would submit 
I ful figure known When as e I t 

Perdue, a co or ' h' d Tng comparison tes , f Y Years as MiamI Beac s to a han wrl I 
or man d" at first Z A Col 1"one-man bookie squa • Continued on Page '. .

denied writing the report. ---III' 
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Miami New. P hoto ' By Jay Spencer 

METRO DEPUTIES FORCED WAY IN 
Mrs. Olga Garcia And Daughter Olgita At lIpme 

~ ~;. -,;~5r -I1/. : ! .. ., 

Terrorism Laid 
To Arms Raiders 

'Metro Deputies 

Rough' - Aleman 


By JOSEPH HOFFMAN 

Reporter of Tbe Miami New. 


Charges that Metro deputies seeking Cuban arms manhandled 
his tenants during two raids on his apartment house were made 
today by millionaire Jose Aleman. 

Aleman said the deputies pushed several of the tenants, broke 

down several doors in attempting to enter some of the apartments 

at the Trade Winds hotel, 2315 Pine Tree Dr., Miami Beach, and 

did a lot of unnecessary yelling. t --------------------~---.: 


C. W. Thompson, chief of staff 
services for the Metro Depart­
ment of Public Safety, denied all 

.of Aleman's charges. 

"Having checked with several 
of the officers who were at the I I 

scene yesterday, I am convinced 
the deputies handled themselves 
in a courteous manner at all times 
and at no time treated anyone 
roughly." 

A spokesman for the hotel said 
Dne of the deputies told him that 
both Aleman and manager Albert 
Rubio would be arrested for aid­
ing criminals if they refused to 
let all the apartments be search­
ed. 

The spokesman added that one 
of the sergeants said he realized 
they had no search warrants but 
said they were going to search 
th "' '''' l'Y'Ic- On \1" ' !H! o n t h&l nrrlpr nf 
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METRO DEPUTIES FORCED WAY IN 

Mrs. Olga Garcia And Daughter Olgita At Hpme 


By JOSEPH HOFFMAN 
Reporter of Tbe Miami New. 

Charges that Metro deputies seeking Cuban 
his tenants during two raids on his apartment 
today by millionaire Jose Aleman. 

Aleman said the deputies pushed several of the 
down several doors in attempting to enter some of 
at the Trade Winds hotel, 2315 Pine Tree Dr., 
did a lot of unnecessary yelling. .. 

C. W. Thompson, chief of staff 

services for the Metro Depart­

ment of Public Safety. denied all 


.of Aleman's 'charges. 

"Having checked with several 
of the officers who were at the 
scene yesterday, I am convinced 
the deputies handled themselves 
in a courteous manner at all times 
and at no time treated anyone 
roughly." 

A spokesman for the hotel said 
one of the deputies told him that 
both Aleman and manager Albert 
Rubio would be arrested for aid­
ing criminals if they refused to 
let all the apartments be search­
ed. 

The spokesman added that one 
of the sergeants said he realized 
they had no search warrants but 
said they were goi ng to search 
the rooms anyway on the order of 
the State Hotel Commission. No 
officia l of the commission was 
available for comment. 

Tenant Terrified 
The deputies had been tipped 

off that more dynamite and am­
munition was stored in the hotel 
after · they found a large supply 
in one of the rooms Tuesday. The 
hotel commission reportedly gave 
the. okay. to ' search all rooms .with­
out warrants. . . . ~ 

An American tenant at e 
. r.~el commen,ted of yesterda , s 
~ld: , 

I "I was petrified. They were 
tyelling and banging down doors 
with hammers. I never knew this 
kind of thing took place in this 
country." 

Aleman, who denied having any 
knowledge about what was found 
in his hotel, said Miami Beach 
Police Chief Mike Fox was the 
only law enforcement officer who 
tried to pacify the situation. 

Aleman said 'Fox got there just 
as deputies were tf.ying to break 
down a door and he stopped 
them from further rough stuff. 

Fox, however. said he saw no 
rough goings on and said as far 
as he was concerned the deputies 
handled themselves 'fittingly at 
all times. ' , 

Meanwhile, Federal J udge Sey­
bourn H:· 'Lynne ordered a war­
rant issued for the rearrest of 
J uan Alejandro Milen Delgado, 34, 
on a charge of violating terms of 
his federal probation. 



THE MIAMI NEWS, Wedn~~day. une 25, 1958 

\' Miami News Photo by Bob Bailey 
" 

HUGE CACHE OF DYNAMITE AND GUNS FOUND ON MIAMI BEACH 
Metro Safety Director Thomas Kelly And Chie~ Mike Fox Examine It _ 

4 Cubans Arrested 


In Dynamite Raid 

By HERB CARLSON 


Reporter of rbe Miami New. 


Metro deputies and Miami Beach police uncovered a cache of 
dynamite and some arms stored in a Miami Beach hotel and, as a 
result, four Cubans were in county jail today. 

Metro Safety Director Thomas J . Kelly said the 900 sticks of 
dynamite - 450 pounds - constituted a "major hazard to life and 
property." 

The deputies and police, armed 
with two warrants, raided the 
Tri de Winds ' Hotel Apartments, 
23 Pine Tree Dr., late yester­
da following what Kelly called 
"s vera! months of surveillance." 

Young Jose B. Aleman, million­
aire Miamian, foe of Cuban Presi­
dent Fulgencio Batista and finan­
cial backer for Cuban rebel lead­
er Fidel Castro, appeared at the 
scene to say he owned the hotel 
but wouldn't give police a key to 
two apartments they wanted to 
enter, Kelly reported. 

Bonds Refused 
Police said they'd give him five 

minutes to find a key, but when 
Aleman didn't return immediately 

police to believe the arms had 
been destinedfor Castro forces in 
Cuba. 

Kelly said his men WOUl! at­
tempt to trace the nine box of 
explosives containing the na­
mite sticks to current loss of 
explosives from magazines main­
tained by road and home build­
ers in South Dade County. 

The deputies found what ap­
peared to 'be a guard list and 
duty schedule for "sentries." 
They broke two padlocks to gain 
access to closets. ' 

Police believe a one-way mir­
ror in a door served as a guard 
lookout post. 

, 

.....-~~------------...,
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4 Cubans 

'Are Seized 


By JAMES BUCHANAN 

Horald IIt_" Writ•• 


Four Cubans were caught ! 
with their guard down Tues- I 
day and lost 900 sticks of dy­
namite and a small arsenal of , 

a 

guns they had secreted in a I 
Miami Beach hotel owned by 


prominent foe of Cuban 

President F ulgencio Batista. 


Sheriff's deputies, who h ad 

been watching the Tradewinds 


otel at 2315 Pinetree Dr: for 

weeks, had no trouble gain· 
admittance to the room ­
hough the Cubans had post d 


a 24-hour guard to prevent ­
tection or theft of t he expl ­
sives. I

r 
Believed Intended for revo­

lutionary forces In Cuba., the 
dynamite supply was describ­
ed by _explosive expert l U 'I 

"big enough to blow up the 
hotel and half t he block 

undlt... I 
he Tradewinds, a known 

re ge for Cuban rebels and 
p~t ical exiles who have fled 
their homeland, is owned by 
Jose Aleman, Miami Be a c h 
real estate man and admitted 
sup p 0 r t e r of revolutionary 
forces. I 

Aleman could not be reach ­

ed Tuesday night for question­

ing, but Public Safety Direetor 

Thomas J. Kelly said the ho­

tel , owner would be q ui z z ed 

sometime Wednesday. 


Aleman at one time was an 

officer of the local branch of 

Directorio Revolucionario, a 

Cuban political party fighting 

President Batista. 


Alonr with the dynamite, 

f fie e r I conflsca.ted two 


ompson lub-machine gun!!, 

;, M-l carbine, an Itallan­


ade rifle and an M-8 carbine. 


Literature found In the 

room indicated the f.our men 

were members of the Direc­

torio Revolucionario. Also un­

covered was a "guard sched­
ule" naming some 15 Cubans 

who were assigned "watches" 

to prevent rival revolutionary 

groups from hijacking the ex­
plosives. 


The men arrested are Alon-


I 

so Franco Abdias and J u a n 
IAlexandro Milian, who w er e 

registered as occupants of the 

room, and 'DIego ltfarquez and 
Segundo Jose Ferrero, who l 
were present when deputies 

I knocked on the door and pre­
sented their search warrants. I The four were held in jail 
Tuesday night on charges of 

Isuspicion of megal possession 
I and storage of explosives. I 

the police kicked down a door and I,.----------~_.J 
arrested three "sentries" on the 
spot. 

Those arrested were identified 
as Diego Marquez, 29; Juan A. 
Milan, 34, and Alonzo F. Abdias, 
25. 

While the arrests were being 
made, another man, identified as 
Segundo J. Ferrero, 34, of 2815 
NW 7th Ave., walked in, and po­
1: ___u" L:_ :_ ': _ :1 .l __ 
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HUGE CACHE OF DYNAMITE AND GUNS FOUND ON mAM! BEACH 
Metro Safety Director Thomas Kelly And Chie~ Mike Fox Examine It _ 

4 Cubans Arrested 

In Dynamite Raid 
By HERB CARLSON 


Reporter of The Miami Ne.... 


Metro deputies and Miami Beach police uncovered a cache of 

dynamite and some arms stored in a Miami Beach hotel and. as a 

result, four Cubans were in county jail today. 


Metro Safety Director Thomas J. Kelly said the 900 sticks of 

dynamite - 450 pounds - constituted a "major hazard to life and 

property." 


The deputies and police, armed police to believe the arms had 

with two warrants, raided the 
 been destined for Castro forces in 

Tride Winds 'Hotel Apartments, 
 Cuba. 

23 Pine Tree Dr., late yester· 

da following what Kelly called 
 Kelly said his men WOUI¥t. 

.
"s veral months of surveillance." tempt. to trace ~e. Dine box of 

explOSIVes contammg the a-
Young Jose B. Aleman, million­

milo "'''''' to "",on' "'" ofaire Miamian, foe of Cuban Presi­ "",,,,,,,,,,, !rom ma'...... ~I..dent Fulgencio Batista and finan ­ tained by road and home build­
cial backer for Cuban rebel lead· ers in South Dade County. 
er Fidel Castro, appeared at the 

scene to say he owned the hotel 
 The deputies found what ap­
but wouldn't give police a key to 
 peared to be . a guard list and 

two apartments they wanted to 
 duty schedule for "sentries." 

enter, Kelly reported. 
 They broke two padlocks to gain 

access to closets.Bonds Refused 

Police said they'd give him five 
 Police believe a one-way mir­


minutes to find a key, but when 
 ror in a door served as a guard 

Aleman didn 't return immediately 
 lookout post. 

the police kicked down a door and 

arrested three "sentries" on the 

spot. 


Those arrested were identified 

as Diego Marquez, 29 ; Juan A. 

Milan, 34, and Alonzo F. Abdias, 

25. 

While the arrests were being 

made, another man, identified as 

Segundo J. Ferrero, 34, of 2815 

NW 7th Ave., walked in, and po­

lice put him in jail, too. 


None were allowed to post bond. 

They were held for suspicion of 

,illegally possessing and storing 

explosives. Metro deputies also 

considered holding them for ille­

gally possessing automatic weap­

ons. The police said Treasury De­

partment agents were interested 


' in two Thompson submachine 
. guns which were confiscated. 

p()llc~ Break Padlocks 
Police also found several rifles. 


c;arbines, hand guns ' and ammu~ 


nition. 

Sea navigational charts for use 


between Miami and Cuba led the 


guns they had secreted In a 
Miami Beach hotel owned by 
a prominent foe ot Cuban 
President Fulgencio Batista. 

Sheriff's deputies, who h 8 d 
been watching the Tradewinds 
Hotel at 2315 Plnetree Dr. for 
~v. eeks, had no .trouble gain~
admittance to the room ­
hough the Cubans had post d 

'.a 24-hour guard to prevent ­
tection or theft of the exp ­
sives. I 

Believed Intended for revo­
lutionary forcel In Cuba, the 
dynamite lupply wal describ­
ed by explolh'e expert' as ' 
"big enough to blow up the I 
hotel and half the block 

J,
und It!' I 
he Tradewinds, a known 

r ge for Cuban rebels and 
tical exiles who have fled 

their homeland, is owned by 
Jose Aleman, Miami Be a c h 
real estate man and admitted 
sup p 0 r t e r of revolutionary 
forces. 

Aleman could not be reach­
ed Tuesday night for question­
Ing, but Public Safety Direetor 
Thomas J. Kelly laid the ho­
tel. owner would be qui z zed 
sometime Wednesday. 

Aleman at one time was an 
officer of the local branch of 
Directorio Revolucionario, a 
Cuban political party fighting 
President Batista. 

i,

Along with the dynamite, 


f fie e r I confilcated two 

ompllon lub-machlne gunl. 


M-I carbine. an Itallan­
ade ritle and an M·e carbine. 

Literature found In the 
room indicated the four men 
were members of the Direc­
torio Revolucionario. Also un­
covered was a "guard sched· 
ule" naming lome 15 Cubans 
who were assigned "watches" 
to prevent rival revolutionary 
groups from hijacking the · ex· 
plosives. 

I The men arr~sted are Alon­
so Franco AbdIas and J u a n
Alexandro Milian, who w ere 
registered as occu ants of the , I ~. and " .... ila........d
IISegundo Jose Ferrero, W.ho I 
were present when deputiesIknocked on the door and pre­
sented their search warrants.I The four were held in jail 
Tuesday night on charges of 
.suspicion of illegal possession 
I and Itorage of explosives. 
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Rebels Beef Up 

, Cuba 3rd Front 


By HAL HENDRIX 
I.aUa ABMl10a EdItor of The lIIIaml N_ 

The Cuban rebels' third front in Las Villas province bas been 
beefed up considerably in the last few days, according to broad· 
~asts from Fidel Castro's clandestine radio in the Sierra Maestra 
range of Oriente province. 

The rebels claim that a major strategy move has been com· 
pleted with the shift of six columns of guerrill.as from the Sierra 
Maestra area across Camaguey province and into Las Villas. 
Rebel leaders here estimate there are about 1,500 fighters in the 
Las Villas task force. 

. The rebel radio noted that Ernesto fChe) Guevara, the Ar­
gentine doctor who bas been with Castro lince the Oriente aombat 
began in December, 1956, is eommanding one of the new Las 
Villas columns. Other rebel commanders named are Camilo Cief­
uegos, Juan Almeida, Huber Matos and Jaime Vega. 

. Rebel sources report that attacks on transportation facilities 
have been stepped up in both Las Villas 

~ . and Oriente. Several railway bridges report­

edly have been dynamited in recent days. 

Encounters between the guerrillas and gov-. 


· 	ernment troops have been frequent, with casu­

alties higb on both aide.. 


:. The rebel radio also has noted that Second 
. Front forces headed by Raul Castro, brother 

, of Fidel. have iJitensified their combat ac­
· tivities in Oriente. An attack this week on the town of Siboney re­
: lulted in the deaths of about 25 soldiers, the radio broadcast stated. 

Coincidental with the step-up in rebel forays, President 
Fulgencio Batista has announced changes of military commands in 
Las Villas and Oriente. 

Top Tacticwn Gets Command 
Maj. Gen. Eulogio A. Cantillo Porras, considered the top 

tactician in Batista's army, has become commander of the 1st 
miUtary district with headquarters in Santiago, capital of Oriente . 

. , Gen • . Cantillo formerly was chief of the zone of operations in Bayamo 
· ·and headed the ineffective 'all-out offensive" against Fidel Castro 
"last .spring. 

Brig. Gen. Alberto del Rio Chaviano has been transferred from 
Santiago to Las Villas as chief of the 3rd military district. He is • 
son-in-law of Gen. Francisco Tabernilla, chief of staff of the Cuban r; armed forces. 


<. * * * 

'-i Solution of Argentina's air force crisis marked another defeat 
" for President Arturo Frondizi, according to observers in Buenos 
.:Aires. 

Frondizi was forced to give in' to rebellious air force offi­
cers, who defiantly rejected his proposal for an upper echelon 
air force reshuffle in favor of Peronistas. After forcing the res­
ignation of Frondizi's Secretary of Air Roberto Huerta, the rebels 
virtually named the new one, Brigadier Ramon Amado Abrahim. , . Abrahim was the first Air Minister of the revolutiO~gOV-
ernment that ousted Dictator Juan Domingo Peron in Sep r, 
1955. 

* * * 
~ In Washington, Chairman Herbert Bonner of the House Mer­
' ehant Marine Committee predicts that the Panama Canal will 
" reach its saturation point within the next 12 or 15 years. He re­

ports that a special technical staff currently is studying proposed 
alternatives for a new means of traffic between the Atlantic and 

. Pacific. A new canal across Nicaragua has been proposed for 
many years . . 

* * * Colombian President Alberto Lleras Camargo has asked the 
;·House of Representatives to shelve proposed legislation that would 

:t', double the salary of presidents to about $670 a month. LIeras be· 
• ·1ieves he should set an example of the policy of fiScal austerity he 

has launched. 

http:guerrill.as
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Now I-fold 42
• 

(! (2. U.S. Consul , 

1Contacts Rebels 


The A ••oct.ted Pre•• 

HAVANA. June 3O-Rebels struck again today in their bold 
campaign of kidnaping Americans and other foreigners. seizing 
two plant officials in Eastern Cuba. 

The new stroke was announced by the U. S. Embassy as U. S. 
Consul Park Wollam negotiated with the rebels in the mountains for 
the release of 40 other kidnaped Americans and 2 Canadians. 

\ Sherman Avery White. general I 
manager of the big U. S.-built 
Nicaro Nickel Plant. and his ", "­
sistant. J. Andrew Poll. we;-e I No-Ticket¥ 
carried off by a band of eight 
rebels at 8:30 a.m. Rule Faces The swift seizure by rebels. who 
left no trace. was of the s~me 
pattern as the abductions last 
week. All are believed designed Short Life 
to draw attention to rebel leader 
Fil Castro's sputtering revolt By BELLA KELLY 
aga st President Fulgencio Ba­

lIItaml N..... Metro Bureaa
tis 

The policy of no enforcement 
n Contact With Rebels of traffic laws in Miami Shores 

U_ "S. Embassy sources" said appeared headed for a quick end 
Wollam still was in contact with today. 
the rebels in the mountains of 
Oriente Province but thete "'as County Attorney Darrey Davis 
no indicat.ion when the men w.....ld said Shores City Attorney Tom I 

--:-~ "" released. They included 10 Anderson would take legal steps 
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HAVANA, June 3O-Rebels struck again today in their bold 
campaign of kidnaping Americans and other foreigners, seizing 
two plant officials in Eastern Cuba. • 

The new stroke was announced by the U. S. Embassy as U. S. 
Consul Park Wollam negotiated with the rebels in the mountains for 
the release of 40 other kidnaped Americans and 2 Canadians. 

\ Sherman Avery White, general I 
manager of the big U. S.-built 
Nicaro Nickel Plant, and his ', . 
sistant, J . Andrew Poll, we;'e 

I carried off by a band of eight 
rebels at 8:30 a.m. 

The swift seizure by rebels, who 
left no trace, was of the s~me 
pattern as the abductions last 
week. All are believed designed 
to draw attention to rebel leader 
Fi~ Castro's sputtering revolt 
aga st President Fulgencio Ba­
tis 

n Contact With Rebels 

U. ,S. Embassy sources, said 
Wollam still was in contact with 
the rebels in the mountains of 
Oriente Province but there "'as 

Ino indicat.ion when the men w,ld 
~ released. They included 10 
U. ' S. and 2 Canadian en!1ineers. 
the fi rst to be seized in the new 
campaign. 

Of those held, 29 are U. S. 

No-Ticket¥ ] 

Rule Faces ­

Short Life 
By BELLA KELLY 

Miami Ne .... Metro Bor.all 

The policy of no enforcement 
of traffic laws in Miami Shores 
appeared headed for a quick end 
today. 

County Attorney Darrey Davis 
said Shores City Attorney Tom 
Anderson would take legal steps 
this afternoon to keep traffic en­
forcement the same as it has 
always been until the issue is 
finally settled by the courts. 

servicemen who disappeared over 
the weekend, 28 of them on an I Shores polie.e officers were on 
overnight picnic excursion from 
the ~. S. Navy Base at Guanta­
namo. The other man was grab" 
bed as h. walked just olltside the 
base. 

A okesman at the base said 
the vy knew nothing of reports 
publi ed abroad that the men 
might be freed today. He said, 
however, the Navy does not ex­
pect the men to be held long. 

i 
The rebel radio made its fi,'st 

mention of the kidnapings today. 
Predicts Release 809n 

An unidentified announcer said 
that "although we have no direct 
contact with Commander (Raou\) 
Castro's column, we 'Can say that 
we believe the Yankees will be 
released soon." 

The rebel radio expressed "sur­
prise" at the Cuban Army an­
nouncement that ground and air 
pursuit would be halted until such 
time as the American captives 
are released. 

"It's too bad these army of­
ficers were not concerned about 
killing so many Cuban farmers 
while shooting at our forces," the 
announcer said. 

Raoul Castro is a brother of 
Fidel Castro and is reported to 
have been in direct command of 
the kidnapings. 

The rebel announcer said that 
the 12-man engineer group first 
victims of the mass kidnap, "cer­
tainly will not be harmed." 

patrol over the weekend but were 
not issuing traffic tickets. 

..' . 
A Circuit Court order, Signed 

by Judge Pat Cannon, held that 
Metro traffic laws supersede those 
of municipalities, that the Shores 
traffic ordinance was nullified by 
the Metro traf£ic code and that 
traffic violations in the Shores 
should be tried in Metro court. 

Davis, who said the attitude of 
no enforcement was "rather 
shocking," said pe had been in­
formed by Ande,son that he 
would apr:2ar before J udge Can­
non lllter today to seek a stay of 
the Circuit Court order until the 
appeal is 'decided. 

Sheriff Tom Kelly said he had 
no plans to patrol the Miami 
ShOl'es area for traffic violations 
if the riegative policy continued. 

The sheriff said if there was 
any urgency in the area regarding 
enforcement it would be his re­
sponsibility to go in but that his 
men would not be sent in to check 
parking meters and minor traffic 
violations. 
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Gun Smugglers Get · 

2-Year Prison Terms 


H"OUSTON -!R't- Two-year 
prison sentences were pro­
nounced for five persons arrest­
ed near here in April when 
federal agents seized firearms 
believed destined for Cuban 

. rebels. 
Each also was flned $500. 

One of the defendants, Mario 
Villamia, collapsed after Fed­
eral Judge Allen B. Hannay 
pronounced sentence. Hannay 
ealled Villamia the ringleader. 

Others sentenced were Man­
uel Arques. Miss Evelyn Elea­
nor Archer. and two Cubans. 
Francisco Obregon and Abel­
ardo Barrera. 

. t e five had pleaded no con­
te to charges of conspiracy 
an unlawful possession of fire­
ar s, A sixth person, Robert 
E . cKeown, has not yet en­
tered a plea. 

"My family is in Cuba," Vil­
lamia t old Hannay while plead­
ing for mercy. "Many friends 
of mine have died there fight­
ing for freedom." 

Gino Negretti of Miami, at­
torney who represented the 
five, admitted the defendants 
violated laws "but not. the 
spirit of our nation." 

"There was no monetary 
gain in what they did." he said. 
"They merely held liberty in 
sacred trust." 

Miss Archer told Hannay she 
and Arques have plahned to 
be married. They were arrest­
ed aboard a ship, the Buddy 
Dee, seized by federal agents 
at a dock at Kemah on ~I­
veston Bay. The agents ear 'er 
had seized a quantity of a s 
and other equipment at a h se 
at nearby Seabrook. 
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Tip Leads To Log In Lot 

Gun Cach~ Seized, 

Agents Grill 2 Menl 


Four Thompson submachine 
guns were found by U.S. customs 
agents at a parking lot of the 
West Flagler Kennel Club, the 
customs service disclosed today. 

The weapons, reactivated mod­
els, were found last night behind 
a log on the lot after an anony­
mous tip was telephoned to Char­
les E. Wyatt, supervising customs 
agent. 

The informer said two carloads 
of Cubans were "acting mysteri­
ous around the Flagler dog 
track." 

Agents W. B. Lankford and WaI­
ce Shanley investigated. They 

ound two autol! at the track. ehen they sought to question the 
occupants, one car raced away. 

In the other car were two men, 
one of whom said he was Cuban 
and the other claiming Panaman­
ian nationality. 

The men were released when 
a search failed to show any rea­
son for holding them. Howev~r, 
the agents know their identities. 

The agents then searched the 
parking lot and found a package 
hidden behind a log. In it were 
four sub-machine guns which had 
been deactivated so the firing 
mechanism would not work. 

However, Wyatt said, the ;P­
ons had been reactivated. att 
said it had not been Ie ned 
where the guns came from. 

league's summer tournam(-•atlsta 

Foes Pick 


lj.':!ll~f1 
By JAMES BUCHANAN 


Herald Staff Wrlt.r 


Dr. Manuel Urrutia was re ­
ported Saturday night t o have 
been chosen by 11 rebel organ­
izations to become t he provi­
sional chief executive of Cuba 
if President Fulgencio Batista 
is ousted. 

The Herald\ learned from a 
reliable source that the long­
awaited meeting of the rebel 
chieftains was held here Sat ­
urday . afternoon, and that aU 
but one of the 11 voted for Ur­
rutia. 

.Urrutia is a 57-year-old for­
mer Cuban judge who early in 
1958 was named as the man 
w!lom rebel leader Fidel Cas­
tro wanted to run the country 
between his predicted ouster 
of Batista and the first nation­
wide elections. 

. Failure of other rebel groups 
to' accept Urrutia led Castro to 
pull his 26th of July movement 
out of the National Liberation 
Front which the anti-Batista 
l1'0ups had formed. 

However, a new rebel coal­
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ition was formed in late July n 
during a meeting at Caracas, j 

Venezuela. J 
Called the "Civic Revolution- 4 

ary Front," or Frente Civico ( 
Revolucionario, the group again 
swore to coordinate its efforts 
to oust the CUDan president, , 
whom they term a dictator. 

Urrutia, who divides his time 
between Miami and New York 
City, was forced to flee Cuba 
last December with his wife 
and three daughters. He is now 
in New York. 

A judge at Santiago de Cuba, 
in the heart of strife-torn Ori: 
ente province, Urrutia said j e 
had been "warned to get out f 
the country by police" after e\ had freed 40 young men ­
rested for alleged rebel acti i­
ty. 

According to reports ,reach­
InC The Herald, only the Di­
rectorio Revolucionarlo, head­
ed by R n r I que Rodriquez 
Loeche, failed to ,'ote for Ur­
rutia. The Directorio offered 
no other candidate, but. pre­
vented the Judge'A "nomina­
tion" from being unanimous. 

Other organizations said t o 
ha·ve been represented at the 
meeting included the 26th of 
July Movement ; Ortodoxo Par­
ty, Organacion Autentico; Civic 
Resistance Movement ; the Fed­
eration of University Students; 
the Democratic Party; Exiled 
Army Officers, the Directorio 
Obrero Revolucionario; the Ha­
vana Bar Association and the 
Montaristi. 

• 
Rebels' Almeida 

Dead, Cuba Says 


HAVANA, Cuba - (UP!) ­
The government said Saturqay 
rebel group leader "Gallego 
Almeida," bel i eve d to be 
second in command at the in­
surgents' "second front" head­
quarters in northern Oriente 
Province, was killed wi th 17 of 
hi~ men ' in a claSh with Cuban 
army tooops. 

An army communique said 1 
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agents at a parking lot of 
West Flagler Kennel Club, the 
customs service disclosed today. 

The weapons, reactivated mod­
els, were found last night behind 
a log on the lot after an anony· 
mous tip was telephoned to Char­
les E. Wyatt, supervising customs 
agent. 

The informer said two carloads 
of Cubans were "acting mysteri­
ous around the Flagler dog 
track." 

Agents W. B. Lankford and Wal­
ce Shanley investigated. They 

ound two autos at the track. Shen they sought to question the 
occupants, one car raced away. 

....... __"'6 "".",a" 0 0 1\.& "e W Cl.,--rQ~U.lQ- -

the Iand the other claiming Panam n­
. t' l't a 
Ian na lona I y. 

The men Were released when 
a search failed to show any rea­
son for holding them. Howev'er, 
the agents know their identities. 

The agents then searched the 
parking lot and found a package 
hidden behind a log. In it were 
four sub-machine guns which had 
been deactivated so the firing 
mechanism would not work. 

However, Wyatt said, the $P­
ons had been reactivated. aU 
said it had not been Ie ned 
where the guns came from. 

:::;- ­

..,......... .. "'. .. ..,g ..... ... . --.or__J ___.... .....___.• : ____.... ..,..-.... ...-~--.. ... 


izations to become the provi- I L 
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lional chief executive of Cuba 
if President Fulgencio Batista 
is ousted. llil 

The Herald\ learned from a B, 
reliable source that the long­
awaited meeting of the rebel IM 
chieftains was held here Sat- B 
urday afternoon. and that all 
but one of the 11 voted for Ur­ 81 

rutia. vi 

.Urrutia is a 57-year-old for- H 
nier Cuban Judge who early In P( 
1958 was named as the man 
w!lom rebel leader Fidei Cas­
tro wanted t.o run the country 
between his predicted ouster 
of Batista and the first nation­
wide elections. 

Failure of other rebel groups 
to accept Urrutia led Castro to I
pull his 26th of July movement 
out of the National . Liberation 
Front which the anti-Batista 
IfOUps had formed. 

However, a new rebel coal­
ition was formed in late July n 
during a meeting at Caracas, J 
Venezuela. J 

Called the "Civic Revolution- 4 
ary Front," or Frente Civico ( 
Revolucionario, the group again 
swore to coordinate its efforts 
to oust the Cub'an president, I , 
whom they term a dictator. 

Urrutia, who divides his time 
between Miami and New York 
City, was forced to flee Cuba 
last December with his wife 
and three daughters. He is now 
in New York. 

A judge at Santiago de Cuba, 
in the heart of strife-torn Ori ­
ente province, Urrutia said Ie 
had been "warned to get out f 
the country by police" after e\ had freed 40 young men ­
rested for alleged rebel acti i· 
ty. 

According to reports .reach­
InC The- Herald, only the DI­
rectorio Bevolucionario, head­
ed by R n r I que Rodriquez 
Loeche, faUed to vote for Ur­
rutia. The Directorio offered 
no other candidate, but pre­
vented Ole Judge's "nomina­
tion" from being unanimous. 

Other organizations said to 
ha:ve been represented at the 
meeting included the 26th of 
July Movement; Ortodoxo Par­
ty, Organacion Autentico; Civic 
Resistance Movement ; the Fed­
eration of University Students; 
the Democratic Party; Exiled 
Army Officers, the Directorio 
Obrero Revolucionario; the Ha ­
vana Bar Association and the 
Montaristi. 

• 

Rebels' Almeida 

Dead, Cuba Says 


HAVANA, Cuba - (UPI) ­
The government said Saturqay 
rebel group leader "Gallego 
Almeida," bel i eve d to be 
second in command at the in­
lurgents' "second front" head­
quarters in northern Oriente 
Province, was killed with 17 of 
hii men in a clash with Cuban 
army tooops. 

An army communique said 

the clash took place at 'Purial 

de Jibacoa, in Oriente, with 

government losses confined to 

one soldier wounded. 


A "Juan Almeida" has long 
been identified as having com­
manded a. rebel raiding force , _ 
in northern Oriente before 
Raul Castro, brother of insur­
gent chief Fidel Castro, opened 
a so-cailed "second front" in 
that area. 

Reports from Orient-e indicat­

ed Saturday that the rebels 

were on the offensive over a 

wide sector, and with consider­

able local success. Army forces 

were reported to be pulling 

back from advanced outposts. 
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£~Rebels ..;p , Up 
Gun-R unning) Plotting 
In Handy Miami Area-

U .S. 	Figures It Seizes Half of 
Contraband; Coin Cans Aid 
Cuba's Castro, Not Charity 

By PAt:L LANCASTER 
S taff R,.eporter oj THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

MIAMI-Next to the cash register in a small 
grocery store in the heart of this city stands 
a red and black striped can bearing the num­
ber "26." It looks like one of those containers 
often set out to collect a few coins for charity. 

But there is a difference-a big one. Drop 
a coin in this can and you're contributing not 

I to a charity, but to a revolution. Money col­
, lected here, the plump, Spanish-speaking gro­
~ cel'freely admits, goes to support Fidel Castro, 
I the rebel leader battling Cuban President 
Batista. The "26" on the can commemorates 
July 26, 1953, when Castro made his first overtImove again=i.t the dictator of the island nation 

I just an hour away from here by air. 
Containers for Castro are visible at many 

spots in Miami frequented by Cubans. They're
\ one of the more obvious signs of Latin Ameri­

f. 
plotting and intrigue that currently go on 


b neath the glittering surface of this tOf't 

ven. And Government customs men say ne 

t~c man!f~stations o~ this plolting- n· 


runmng- now IS on the rise. 

"Maze of Conspiracy" 


"Everybody's impression of this area is 
that it's strictly a playground. But here among 
the sunlight and palm tree!! and tourists isa 
maze of conspiracy which endangers every­
body," claims W. D. McKee, head of the 
criminal intelligence squad of Dade County, 
which embraces the greater Miami area. 



By PA1.:L LANCASTER 
St.at! ~eporter oj THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

MIAMI-Next to the cash register in a small 
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a red and black striped can bearing the num­
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a coin in this can and you're contributing not 

I to a charity, but to a revolution. Money col-

Ilected here, the plump, Spanish-speaking gro­
, cel' freely admits, goes to support Fidel Castro, 
the rebel leader battling Cuban President 
Batista. The "26" on the can commemorates 
July 26, 1953, when Castro made his first overt 
move agai~t the dictator of the island nation 

I just an hour away from here by air. 
Containers for Castro are visible at many

Ispots in Miami frequented by Cubans. They're 

f 
l one of the more obvious signa of Latin Ameri­

plotting and intrigue that currently go on 
b neath the glittering surface of this to 'st 

ven. And Government customs men say ne 

thc manifestations of this Plotting-,Jn­
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"Maze of Conspiracy" 


"Everybody's impression of this area is 

that it's strictly a playground. But here among 

the sunlight and palm tree~ and tourists isa 

maze of conspiracy which endangers every­

body," claims W. D. McKee, head of the 

criminal intelligence squad of Dade County, 

which embraces the greater Miami area. 


Attempts to sneak munitions out of the coun­

try through south Florida "have picked up" 

100% in the past year and a half," Mr. Fortier 

reports. 


Despite efforts by customs and other agen- . 

cies, a lot of arms slip through. "We figure we I 

probably get, about 50% of it," Mr. Fortier 

says. "Castro says he gets about 90% of the 

stuff shipped to him, but we think that's a I 

little too generous." I 

Seizing tile Harpoon 

North of here last week, customs agen~and
der patrolmen swooped down on a 6 -foot 

y ht, the Harpoon, as Cuban rebels re died~ munitions-laden craft for a trip to ba. 
Seized were 31 men and $10,000 worth of miIi- I---~-------------t 
tary gear and medical supplies. Another recent 
yacht foray at secluded Big Pine Key netted 
31 revolutionaries, an anti-tank gun, 23 rifles, 
13 sub machine guns and 11,000 rounds of 
ammunition. 

Arms smuggling by air also lteeps U.S. 

agents busy. Recently customs men sat 

patiently at the Miami airport for two days 

watching an innocent-lookipg parked C-46. 

When a truck drove up and begun unloading, 

the agents closed in, seizing "rifles, machine 

guns, field eqUipment, food and medical sup­
plies for 180 men," recalls Mr. Fortier. 
Value of, the goods intended for Dominican 
Republic insurgents: $25,000. 

For the most part, rebels bu~' up guns in 
small quantities from widely scattered dealers, 
according to one customs investigator, "The 
guns come from arms dealers all over the 
United States," he explains. 

To the dismay of Latin arms' procurers, 
Yankee confidence men also have moved into 
the business of selling war supplies. For ex­
ample, inspect a hand grenade from a cap­
tured stockpile of Cuban rebel munitions. At 
first glance it appears to be an ordinary gre­
nade, but closer inspection shows it's the in­
nocuous kind used by troops in training. The 
hole from which a cork stopper normally pops 
out harmlessly in practice throws has been 
plugged and painted over. 

There's always the possibility-a worrisome 
one for local police officials- that innocent by· . 
standers may blunder into danger in the midst I 
of all this plotting. "A tourist checks into a 
motel here, and for all he knows there might 
be several cases of dynamite next door," says 
Dade County's Sgt. McKee. 
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Thursday, July 31, 1958 THE MIAMI HEB-'-~" ­

Man Accused of Possessing 'Arsenar -
An thony Sturgis, 33, of 2498 

SW 21st St :, was nabbed by 
federal c u s tom s agents 
Wednesday and charged wi th 
concealing 200 rifles, six rna· 
chine guns, dynamite, 50,000 
r ou nds of ammunition and hand 
grenades in two southwest Mi­
ami homes. 

The arsenal was seized sev·\ 
eral days ago. 

I 

I ~. 
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Pakistanis Hire 7 Cuban Fugitives 
B~' DOM BONAFEDE 


Herald Itdl Write' 


Seven Cuban pilots who fled 
Cuba for asylum in the U. S. 
will move on to the other side 
of the world. 

Part of II. group of 29 Cublln 
fliers living in Miami since rle­
fecting three months ago, 
the seven !;aid they have 
landed jobs with the Pakista n 
International Airlines. 

" I feel happy It"" JI. IIttl" 
sad." commented pilot Fran­
cisco Alvarez, "happy to ' be 
able to . continue my career 
but lad to leave my country 
and my friends." 

Refusing to fly 'arms for the 
Batista rE'gime, t.he lIirmen 
fled to Miami but once here 
they found they ' culdn't fly 
commercially because ' they 
weren't U. S. citizens. 

They appealed to the Miami 
4 i aJiCh :;of the International 
Rescue Committee, ~Cil pdY 

them in touch with Capt. S. K. l'outes from bases at Karachi, I the Phillpplne!l Airlines be· 
Khan. operations director of Rawalpindi and Dacca. I cause they speak Spanish," 
the Pakist an Airlines. Mary Barrer, field director I she rema,rked. 

Khan himself traveled from of the IRC, noted the st or' I In 'addition t o Alva rez t h e 
hal;! eV~rt more of a global. fla- I rou . I d J 'F 

Karachi to Miami. checked vor sJnce the International Ig p mc ~ es .orgo o.YO, 
Ollt the pilots and signed them IFederation of Air Line Pilots 
to two-year contracts. 

. . 
They w III receIve. $~OO I 

monthly (no taxes), lIvJng RI· 
lowances and bonuse~. They 
will fly DC-3'g on domestic 

Association in London first 
notified her office of the open­
ings in Pakistan. 

"We II.I~I) lire trylnl' to l'et 
jobs for t.he O'ther pilots with 

Ra~ael T~UJlllo. MIguel E nCISO, 
LUIS Tablo, Fausto Gomez and 
Humberlo Armanda' ­

They life ~cheduled to Je e 
Miami Monday. Their fami e~ 
will jOin them in about· afmonth. 
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Go on 
Hunger Strike 


By DUANE JONES 
Rerald stall Writer 

FORT LAUDERDALE - Thirty-one . Cuban reb~ls 

hel, in the county jail started a "hunger strike" Tuesday 
nig t in protest against what they called "exor6itil'1t bail 
bon s." 

Sheriff J . A. Lloyd said he was told the strike would con­
tinue until federal authorities reduced the prisoners' bonds 

i from $5,000 to $3,000. 

"It's out of our ha.nds," 
Lloyd added. "We couldn't 
help them if we wa.nted to." 

An unidentified spokesman 
for the rebels told of the strike 
plan in a letter forwarded to 
Lloyd earlier in the day. 

It read: 
"Dear Mr. Sheriff, 

"We have taken the deter­
ml~tion of appealing to a hun­
ger strike as a means to get­
tin a SUbstantial reduction of 
th bond imposed by tte 
federal au thorities. 

"We want to make it cle r 
that this hunger strike is n t 
intended and is not again t 
any particular procedures of I 
the Broward jail authorities, I 
which we consider are very I 
sa t isfactory. I 

"The Cuban Prisoners." 
Lloyd sa id he received the 

Je tter afte r the pr isoners con- I 
suited with their attorney I 
Tuesday morning. The sheriff 
thought the attorney suggested 
the strike. 

Jallers said the prilloners, 
accused of violating the Neu­
trality Act, refused the e\'e­
ning meal "without making a 
scen~." . 

"We served it and they turn­
their backs," one added. The 
meal included mashed potatoes, 
liver, green beans, bread and 

d~ert.he U. S. Commissioner set 
th bond high last week a the 
re uest of the U. S. attolneyl
w said some Cuban r bels 
in other cases had faile t o 
show up for trial. 
, 



l 


• » 

• 

..
Castro Sees Sweeping Win 

In Full-Scale .'Cuban ,War 


HAVANA, Cuba - (!II- Fi­
del Castro declared Wednes­
day his rebels will open up a 
"total war'~ throughout Cub a 
within six months to overthrow 
President Fulgencio Batista. 

"Within six months we will 
open fronts in all parts of the 
island," he said in a r adio state­
ment. "Our troops will advance 
on all points of Cuban t erri­
tory from east to west and 
will crush the dictator's army." 

He claimed the rebels had 
inflicted crushing defeats on 
Batista forces during their re­
cent offensive in eastern Cuba. 

loth sldelJ have made freque~ 
iaims of victories. j 
Castro urged young office 

and soldiers of Batista's ar .. .. I 

Since the government 8n­
nounce~ . a drive against the I 
rebel IJtroDg points in July 

to. join the rebels and asked the 
Cuban people to support the 
rebellion. 

Castro said that if a mili­
t-ary coup unseats, Batista, it 
must be led "by clean elements 

and robbery deliver-y of f!xecu­
tive power to a provisional 
president to be named by the 

/ 
..n d I' revolutionary mov"~i'lllOep""tloo...io 

r eorganization of the army. 
'with democratic ideals, not I--------~~=== 
by the unscrupulous military 
opportunists" ,he claimed are 
leading Batista's army now. 

The rebel leader said he 
would recognize a coup against 
Batista only if it met these 
conditions: £ 

Arrest of Batista and poli­
cal leaders collaborating with 
him; 
ficers 

arrest of "all milita of­
gu ilty of crimes, torture 



. ~ew/~ Y{0..r . .. 

Rebels Picl{ Next 

::.. Cuba 'President' 


The Cuban Civic Revolutionary week. A spokesman !Dr the or­
Frnnt, a union of political par­ ganization is expected tl) travel to 
ties and organizations seeking to Washington during the week to
overthrow Presiderit Fulgencio 

register the Front with the JusticeBatista yesterday. agreed on the 
nomination of Judge Manuel Ur­ Department "so it will have legal 
rutia" as head of a de facto gov­ status. 

2!rnment if and when Batista is 


Two committee chairmen wereousted. " . named at yesterday's meetillg. 
7 Agreement on the 57-year-~ld Dr. Manuel Bisbee, head "o~e 
~urist, now living in self-imp<!,sed Orthodoxo Party, was nam to 
tlxile in New York, was reached head public information for e 
here at an informal meeting of rebels, and Dr. Manuel An '0 

all representatives of the Front. de Varona was named chief of 
public relations.( Proposed By Castro 

Judge Urrutia first was pro­
posed as a provisional president 
.by rebel chieftaht Fidel Castro 
last December, shortly after the 
judge left Santiago, Cuba, for the 
United States. Judge Urrutia said 
he and his family fled because 
their lives had been threatened. 

The obly revolutionary group to 
vote against Urrutia was the Dir­
ectorio Revolucionario. The three 
representatives from that group 
attending the meeting - Dr. En­
rique Rodriguez Loeche, Dr. Pri­
mitivo Lima and Jose Naranjo 
- explained that their organiza­
tion had nothing agaiDst Urrutia 
but that they preferred a man 
Who had a revolutionary back­
ground. 

Judge Urrutia first gained pop­
ularity among the rebels when he 
refused to pass sentence "on rev­
olutionists brought before him. " 
He said they were acting on pa­
triotic principles. 

The manner in which Castro 
first advanced Judge Urrutia's 
candidacy irritated various ele­
ments of the former Cuban Liber­
ation Council, the ill-fated prede­
cessor of the Civic Revolutionary 
Front. 

Still Ponder Type 

But reports from representa­
tives of the new unity group indi­
cate that the judge now is con­
sidered by all members as the 
best choice for a neutral provi­
sional leader. 

£t has been learned that ie 

ont still is considering w t 
pe of provisional governm t 

should be installed...in the ev l 
of a successful revolution. 

There has been discussion In 
the meetings here and in Cara­
cas, Venezuela, where the united 
Front was born, of establishing a 
civilian council, or junta, to gov­
ern Cuba until constitutional elec­
tions could be held. Judge Ur­
rutia would head such a junta 
or council. 

It is expected that Judge Urru­
tia will come to Miami soon for 
conferences with Front represen­
tatives. 

To Register With u.S. 

Informal gatherings of the 


Front will continue in Miami thi!: 


Ex-Dictator Duped for $70 

Ousted Venezuelan Dictator 

Marcos Perez Jimenez, who 
now lives at Miami Beach, gave 
$700 to a confidence man be­
lieving he was a State De­
partment official who was going 
to "clear" his name, the FBI 
said Wednesday. 

Only the pessimism of the 
man, identified as James E. 
Powell, 42, kept him from get­
ting $20,000 from the hopeful 
ex-strongman, the FBI said in 
iWashington. 

Powell was Jailed under 
$11,000 bond. Agents sa.ld he 
po~ as Under Secretary of 
State Robert Murphy to de­
fraud Jimenez, 

The FBI said Powell told 
Jimenez he could clarify his 
muddled immigration status 
and combat the unfavorable 
publicity surrounding him since 
his fall from power in January. 

After obtaining $700 from the 
ex-dictator for "messenger serv­
ice," the FBI said Powell was 
planning a $20,000 function aim­
ed at putting Jimenez back in 
a favorable light. 

But then Powell, described 
as having a 2% -page criminal 
record, tipped the Venezuelan 
Embassy " that Jimenez was 
planning a coup to regain pow­
er. Powell apparently thought 
the $20,000 would never be 
forthcoming. 

~-
I 

Actually, the FBI said, an 
aide was en route from Mi­
ami with the money and Jim­
enez himself was set to fly to 
Washington. 

Jimenez was due in Washing­
ton July 4, but myst~riously 

called off his announced visit. 
The FBI also said that Pow­

ell recently seized an arm s 
shipment in a Florida ware­
house while posing as a cus­
toms officer. The FBI said he 
was trapped by real customs 
officers while negotiating with 
Cuban rebel representatives for 
the resale to them of their own J 
weapons. . _ _ 

(n 1;" 
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130 Jailed 
Fo~ Arms 

Smuggling 
Thirty Cuban rebel sym­

pathizers who tried to take a 
boatload of arms fr.qm Dania 
to Rebel Chieftain Fidel Castro 
were sentenced to 60 days in 
jail and fin e d $200 e a c h 
Wednesday. 

'Federal Judge Em e t t C. 
Choate handed down the sen­
tence a ft e r the men plead­
ed guilty to a charge of illegal 
exportation of arms. He allowed 
them credit for five weeks time 
already spent in jail since their 
arrest last month. 

Assistant U. S. Attorney 
O. B. Cline said he was "dls­
appbinted" because the sen­
tence was not stiffer. 

The government had success­
fully fought for $5,000 bonds 
on each man - highest set so 
far in a wave of Cuban revolu- I 
tionary activity in South Flor­

ida. I
When Border Patrol inspec­

tors and customs agents came 
on the band of rebels aboard 
the 60-foot yacht, Harpoon, in 
the Intracoastal Waterway, 
they refused at first to sur­
render, tried to ground the boat 
as it moved down the water­
way, attempted to open fire on I 

the agents, and threatened to I 
blow up the vessel. I 

The smuggling attempt was 
termed by agents as the most 
explosive situation they had 
encountered since gunrunning
iactivities broke out in Florida. 

One rebel took aim at Border 
Patrol Inspector Ray Bond with 
a machinegun, but t he gun 
jammed. The magazine had 
been inserted backward. 

The yacht was loaded with 
thousands of rounds of am­
munition, rifles. antitank guns, 
machinegun . ha,ge grenades,i 

food and medical supplies. 



HORlUEL 

Miami Adventurer 

Seiz'ed With Arms 


By GEORGE SOUTHWORTH 

Hera.• 11 Latin Amerie.. Editor 


Charles Hormel, Miami sol­

dier of fortune, does not be­

long t o the meat-packing 

family and he doesn't fare too 

well at packing off guns for the 

Cuban rebels. 


They have caught him again. 

This t ime on a J amaican island 

100 miles south of Cuba. There 


1 were a couple of guys with 'him 

i
' in a plane loaded with arms 

and ammunition. 


harleS E, Wyatt, supervis­

i g customs agent in Miami, 

s 'd Thursday he has received 

in ormation that Harmel and 


the planeload of 

arms landed on 

Grand Cayman 


whose b rot he r , JorgeIsland, about 
Triana, is a former Cuban air 100 miles west 


. of J amaica. 
 force f lier now in trOUble with 
U. S. authorities for illegal "I have sf'nt 
entry into this country afterone of our Mia- , 
an a lleged gunrunning trip to'lmi ' agents, Wal- I 
hi~ homeland.. lace S han 1e y, I 


. down there to

linvestigate the Harmel ren~ed a plane here 
'case," W y a t t that crashed m Cuba on Aug. 

said. "We believe that this ' 16 with a load of guns and am­
plane took off from the Great- I munition that were confiscated 
er Miami area in violation of by the Cuban government. The 
U. 	 S. neutrality l~ws, " . Iu, s. government 'charged him 

Harmel, who lIves at 7850 Iwith illegally exporting muni­

Smuggler's Route 

SW 23rd St., has been con­ tions. He is free on $2,500 bond 
vic ted and sent to prison in' on that charge. . 
fi ..... different states for rob­
bery. auto theft, narcotics and 

He III married tit a Cuban 

0l her violations. 

Deliciously prepared dinner 
of Pig's Knuckles &: Sauer­
kraut $1.25-San Regis Rest &: 
Bar-S815 Bisc. Blvd. 
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•.. for smuggling to the Caribbean's rebels are se'zed by U.S. Customs authorities at Miami Airport
tI ' I / { 

... The Shady Business on a Sunny Strip of Flori1a 
ment of Americans in Haiti's swiftly- possibilities. Caches of munitions and sode was a severe blow to Kelly's Public 
crushed revolt: arms are turned up periodically in quiet Safety Department. 
~Customs officials swarmed aboard a residential neighborhoods or among the But such active American involvement , 
plane at the Miami International Airport, pleasure domes of the beach. Last spring, has been rare. The role in which Ameri­
found it loaded with $25,000 worth of the police found rebels loading hand cans mainly figure is that of purveyor of 
machine guns, rifles, explosives, and am- grenades in a fancy waterfront motel. A arms to the various revolutionary groups. 
munition-evidently intended for the recent fire in a downtown Miami apart- For machine guns and cannon, the plot­
Dominican Republic in a plot to over- ment house was ignited by homemade ters must turn to weapons brokers, who 
throw dictator Rafael Trujillo. phosphorus bombs bound for Cuba. deal in Almy surplus. 
~Exiles from Cuba-leaders and mem- Enough alms to start a small civil war At the end of World War II, the 
bers of the seven or eight different have been found in trucks rumbling Army disposed of huge quantities of ma­
parties opposed to President Fulgencio through the city streets. chine guns, artillery, vehicles, and even 
Batista-prepared to hold a unity meet- Rebels Go AwaYI "The average citi- tanks, as scrap. The weapons were 
ing in Miami. . Out of this, they hoped zen in Dade County," says Sgt. W.D. stripped and supposedly made useless 
to launch a new drive to overthrow the McKee of the Public Safety Depart- for warfare. But it was a relatively sim­
Cuban dictator. ment's Intelligence Squad, "doesn't have pIe matter for armaments experts to put 
~In a Miami Beach home said to be the slightest concept of the danger... them back into fighting trim. This was 
worth a walloping $400,000, Venezuela's due to revolutionary activity here. It's the materiel the brokers had to offer­
exiled dictator, Marcos Perez Jimenez, just possible for a tourist to move right and some of them even distributed cir­
dwelt in guarded seclusion. Miami au- into a revolutionary group." culars among revolutionary groups listing 
thorities had pinned nothing on him. But And Sheriff Thomas J. Kelly, Dade the available wares. 
the new regime in Caracas was accusing County Public Safety director, sighs: "I Contraband I One broker, who wrote 
him of using his asylum in the U.S. to wish they'd take their stockpiles of ma- ~6m a Wall Street address, advised an 
plot his return to power. chine guns, dynamite, and bombs out of J~~ent in Miami some months ago that 

Just how many political refugees are Florida. We are very upset. It takes up he could arrange for the sale of 90 
operating in Dade County can only be so much of our time-ten, twelve, or Sherman 'M-4 tanks "immediately de­
guessed at. The Immigration Service says fifteen men, night and .day for the last liverable anywhere in Latin America" 
there are no more than a few hundred. six or eight months." at $47,500 each. Each tank, he wrote, 
Popular estimates run into the thousands. Sheriff Kelly had other reasons for had three SO-caliber machine guns 
Whatever their numbers, a core of hot- worry. At least six of his 400 deputies and one of 50-caliber, and could also 
eyed revolutionaries in the area is busy had been involved in last week's be equipped with 75-mm. cannon. This 
smuggling guns, plotting revenge, and tragicomic expeditionary foray into Haiti. particular deal fell through, but the 
planning expeditionary forces. But of the five Americans killed when broker's letter fell into the hands of 

Although most Americans in Dade the uprising was crushed, four were NEWSWEEK'S Miami correspondent, Bert 
County have little or no contact with listed by Haitian authorities as fonner Collier, who quoted it in Th~ ml 
the revolutionaries, there are dangerous Dade County deputies. The whole epi- Herald. Attached to the letter, Collier 
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Arms fro111 secret arsenals ... 

Gunrunning ... 
Revolt swiftly flared-and was 


swiftly smothered-in Haiti last week. 

It was born, the Haitian Government 

charged, in Florida's Dade County. 


No one disputed the Haitian claim. 

The fact was that conspiracies aimed 

at other Latin American regimes also 

had started in Dade. 


In the following special report, 

NEWSWEEK'S Chief Southern corre­

spondent, William A. Emerson, ex­

amines the upsurge of revolutionary 

activity in and around Miami, and the 

area's booming business-gunrunning. 


It's busy, sunshiny, carefree-it's 

Dade County. Along the sea rises the. 

glistening far;ade of alabaster and neon 

that is Miami Beach. Across the cause­

ways, Miami's skyline sparkles in the
I 

Isun. But beneath the gay and the grand, 
dark threads of intrigue run through the 
city, the beach, and many municipalities 
that lie within Dade's borders. Dade has 
become the underground capital-in-exile 
for the plotters of revolution in the Carib­
bean and throughout Latin America. 

Gunrunning is big business-nothing 
like the tourist trade, of course, but big. 
In the past few years, a quarter of a mil­
lion dollars' worth of arms and munitions, 
bound for trouble spots, has been con­
fiscated by the U.S. Customs alone. Pre­
sumably that is only a fraction of the 
weapons that got through. 

Last week, in addition to the involve-

Newsweek 
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-Herald Photo by Mel Kenyon 

This Obsolete Bomber, a B.I8, Was Loaded With Arms For 'Fidel' 
••• plane was spoiled by residen.t near airport when it landed 

-Herald Photo b7 Gene Hyde 

Cuban Wome.n Pri$oners Ushered Through Door at Broward Jail 
• • • white-helmeted ojjicer, gun in holster, looks on at lejt 

Arms-La( 

22 CUbl 

In Bro", 


B~lets Rip 

Tires~ Foil 

EscaPe 

One 'Man Dashes 
Away on Foot 

By DUANE JONES 
Rerald Stall Writ.. 

FORT LAUDERDALE ' 
An ancient arms-laden bomb­
er and 22 Cuban rebel sympa- I 
thizers were seized amid gun- ' 
fire here Monday night at 1m 
abandoned airfield. 

One man escaped on foot as 
federa~ and . local . officers 
machinegunned the t·ires of an 
automobile ' in which five of the 
men tried to flee. The others 
surrendered, unhurt. 

The · capture ·fonoweda tip 
from a householder nea·r the ( 

., airport-Prospect Field-who ' 
saw the plane land about 7 
p.m. 

U. S. Border Patrol Officer 

Robert W. Gilbert said the 22 

captives-two of them women 

-were booked on charges of 

violating the Neutrality Act. 


Many of the Cubans gave Mi­

ami addresses. 


The two women, iden tified as 

Gloria Casanas, 26" and Elsa 

Casanas, 23, gave their address 

as 427 SW Eighth Ave., Miami. 


Several of ' the men listed a 

motel-apartment at 2335 Pine 

Tree Dr., Miami Beach, and an­

other said he was from Coral 

Gables. 


Other names and addresses: 
Rodger E. Steadman, 41, 

1309 Brickell Ave., Miami ; Nel­
son Figueroa, 31: Perez Juan, 
24; Jose Asses; 23; 'Mario Pu­
ente Ferro. 48; Arnaldo R. Gar­
cia , 24 ; George Garcia, 24: and 
Marl~np .Enrique Torres, 17, ali i 
of MIamI. Pedro Rodriguez, 31 ; 
Osueldo Carmona, 35; Juan 
Gener, 37; Jorge D. Drellezo, 
17; Duenas Enzo, 28 ; and Ped­
ro Avelino, 31, all of Miami 
RpArh 
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Arms-Laden Bomber, ' 
22 Cubans C~ptured 
In Broward Gunfire 

==----__~' r ------------------r----'------------------­
Bullets Rip 
Tires~ Foil 

EscaPe 
One ·Man Dashes 

Away on Foot 


By DUANE JONES 
Berald IU." Writer 

FORT LAUDERDALE ' 
An ancient arms-laden bomb­
er and 22 Cuban rebel sympa­
thizers were seized amid gun ­
fire here Monday night at an 
abandoned airfield. 

One man escaped on foot as 
. 	federa~ and . local officers 

machinegunned the · tires of an 
automobile in which five of the 
men tried to flee. The others 
surrendered, unhurt. 

The · capture followed a tip 
from a householder near the ( 

" airport-Prospect Field-who ' 
the plane land about '7 

p.m. 

U. S. Border Patrol .Officer 
Robert W. Gilbert said the 22 
captives-two of them women 
-were booked on charges of 
violating the Neutrality Act. 

Many of the Cubans gave Mi­
ami addresses. 

The t wo women, identified as 
Gloria Casanas, 26. and Elsa 
Casanas, 23, gave their address 
as 427 SW Eighth Ave., Miami. I 

Several of ' the men listed a 
motel-apartment at 2335 Pine 
Tree Dr., Miami Beach, and an­
other said he was from Coral 
Gables. 

Other names and addresses: 
Rodger E. Steadman. 41, 

1309 Brickell Ave., Miami ; Nel­
son Figueroa , 31: Perez Juan, 
24; Jose Asses: 23; 'Mario Pu­
ente Ferro. 48; Arnaldo R. Gar­
cia, 24; George Garcia, 24 ; and 
Marlanp Enrique Torres, 17, all 
of Miami. Pedro Rodriguez, 31; 
Osueldo Carmona, 35; Juan 
Gener, 37; Jorge D. Drellezo, 
17; Duenas Enzo, 28; and Ped­
ro Avelino, 31, all of Miami 
Beach. 

Mike Bisbe, 22, Coral Gables. 
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L8, Was Loaded With Arms For 'Fidel' 
, spotted,by resident near airport when it landed 

-Herald Photo b7 Oene Hyde 

rshered Through Door at Broward Jail 
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Escape 
One Man Dashes 
Away on Foot 

By DUANE JONES 
Berald Slall Writer 

FORT LAUDERDALE ' 
An ancient arms-laden bomb­

er and 22 Cuban rebel sympa­

thizers were seized amid gun­

fire here Monday night at an 

abandoned airfield. 


One man escaped on foot as 

federa~ and . local officers 

machinegunned the ' tires of an 

automobile 'in which five of the 

men tried to flee. The others 

surrendered, unhurt. 


The· ca.pture followed a tip 
from a householder near the I ( 

" airport-Prospect Field-who ' 
saw the plane land about 7 
p.m. 

U. S. Border Patrpl Officer 

Robert W. Gilbert said. the 22 

captives-,two of them women 

-were booked on charges of 

violating the Neutrality Act. 


Many of the Cubans gave Mi­

ami addresses. 


The two women, identified as 

GIorbi Casanas, 26, · and Elsa 

Casanas, 23, gave their address 

as 427 SW Eighth Ave., Miami. 


Several of ' the men listed a 

motel-apartment at 2335 Pine 

Tree Dr.. Miami Beach, and an­

other said he was from Coral 

Gables. 


Other names and addresses: 

Rodger E. Steadman, 41, 


1309 Brickell Ave., Miami; Nel­

son Figueroa, 31: Perez Juan, 

24; Jose Asses: 23; 'Mario Pu­

ente Ferro, 48; Arnaldo R. Gar­

cia, 24; George Garcia, 24: and 

Marianp Enrique Torres, 17, all 

of Miami. Pedro Rodriguez, 31; 

Osueldo Carmona, 35; Juan 

Gener, 37; Jorge D. Drellezo, 

17; Duenas Enzo, 28; and Ped­

ro A velino, 31, all of Miami 

Beach. 


Mike Bisbe, 22, Coral Gabtes. 

Rodrigue Ernesto, 27; Juan 


Figueras, 20; Camilio Martinez, 

Marcoa Hirigoyen, 34, and B. 

H. 	 Rinaldo, 25, all of Cuba. 


Gilbert said that rifles, sub­

machine guns, ammunition and 

field equipment in packages 

marked "Fidel" were loaded 

from 10' automobiles onto the 

old B18 bomber, ,which pre-, 

dates World War II. 


Cuba's armed rebellion is 

headed by Fidel Castro, . whose 

headquarters are in the island 

republic's easternmost Oriente 

province. 


Officers said the plane was 
almost fully loaded when they 
swarmed onto the field and 
made the arrests. 

Gilbert said the plane· U. S. 

registered, was believed to have 

flown here from Tampa. 


It bore the number 'N62477." 

Ownership was 'not at once de­

termined. Federal officials had 

been watching the field-now 

a prospective industrial site ­
because of previous Cuban reb­

el activity on this area. 


Officers said it would take 

some time to question and learn 

the names of the men arrested, 

since apparently. none of them 

spoke English and no futerpre­

ter was at hand. 


GUbert said about 30 of­

•Turn to Page 2A Col, 6 




