Tick-Talks hearing

testimony, ends
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Testimony ended Thursday in the
eight-week effort by defense attor-
neys to suppress 1,000 hours of
wiretap evidence collected in the
Miami Police Department’s Cpera-~
tion Tick-Talks drug-smuggling
probe.

Dade proszcutors completed their-
case in the prefrial suppression
hearing with testimony by a state’
insurance claims adjuster and by
James Regan, executive assistant to
State Attorney Jauet Reno. The two
testified about the procedure uased
to establish bonds for the Miami of-
ficers who acted as special state at-
torney’s investigators during the
.case that. cuiminated last August.
with the arrests of more than 50
persons. ) ‘

Attorneys for the 32 remaining:
defendants claim the bonding proc-
ess was not properly completed. If
so, the evidence collected in the
eight-month investigation may be
inadmissible.

Most of the eight-week hearing:
on a motion to suppress the evi-
dence heard by Dade Circuit Judge
Gerald Kogan has centered on key-
prosecution witness Ricardo (Mon-
key) Morales.

Deiense attorneys claim tie ex-
spy and admitted terrorist, assnssin
and drug dealer is not a credible
witness. Prosecutors say he told the
truth about the narcotics rings he
was associated with — information
that resulted in the wiretaps.



