No questions for the state’s star witness.
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Ricardo (Monkey) Merales, cenier, shicugs as he wiusds up anetirer day in court in wiich kis oniy
words from the stand were: “Chaniz you, your honor.’

Monkey Morales spea

By JOFN KATZENBACH $20-8& ~ (D without the name of Rigardo Morales teing

Herald Stajj Writer .

‘After ¢ight wasks of testiinony shout the
state’s key Operaticn Tick-Talks wituess,
shout his creaikility, reliability, his crimes
and his sworn sllegaticas of bigh-leval po-
lice corrupiica, Ricards (Moukey) Morales
Wednesday {inaily wis put on the witness
stand.

Mo one azked him any guestions.

Neitlier presecutors (who called him to
the stand), ror juilze, ncr defense atiorneys
agked any ¢uestions. After less than 10 min-
ntes, patiently awaiting the Iirst query while
it was. deterinirad thai therc would be n¢
auesiioning, Moreles was excused. As he
walked from the courtrocnl he tirned to the

deiendanis, the oress and a variety of ofher.

speciaiors aud offered za exaggerated shrug.

Tharougihont the eifort by defense aitor-
neys to cuppress the evidence in the Tick-
Talks case, hardiy a2 minutz has passed in
Dede Cirpuit Judge Gerald Kogan's court

spoken. Morales' appearance io testify sbout
his crimes and his corruption alisgaiions hes
heen eageriy - and anxiously — aaticipat-
ed.

Hiorales, 5 onatims CIA open At
ted killer, terrorist bowrder and cesasicas!
ding dealer would be Grought inlc the cotri-
roora uader police escort, Judge IZogan an-
nounced. The courirooin would be scarcied.
All speciators would be fri

Deienss attorney Dowg
hamunered at Moraies” cradil
asked for st!l raere precaud!
honor,” ke said. *T think Mr. Maora!
sheuld be searched.”

¥ogan similed and denied (e rey

Morales, 42, i the informant wh
led Miami poiice’ inio the wireiaps which

‘preduced soie 1,000 heurs of converaaoond

about alieged narcoiics transactio i
sulted in tne arresiz of mooe then 50 persons,
He is tha essential siate’s witness iy the bure

ks no evil

rins

Tick-Talis dase.

For *he past eignt weoks Hogan has been
reaving the eiforis by defease la vyers to
suppress fhe wirstap evideace. They have
claime? thaat Merales was au unreliable in-
‘prmaent ~ and & worse criminal thai any of

he peovle swept ap in the Tick-Talks ar-
resta in Augast 1981,

Dade prosccutors have differzd. They
have ingisted that Morales passed lie-dciec-
wr tests, They have said be tarned on his as-
snciaies in the narcclcs irace beesuse of a
=hift in ihe sruggling enterprise. {rom co-
cuies ond morijuana to hercin, which offeand-
ed his sease of merality.

Consequently, Morzles has been more on
iriel In the suppression hearing than any of
the 32 remaining defendants. A seuse of ex-
nectation accompanied his entrznce into the
couriroon.

e warnily grested defendants Vrank Cas-

Dlogse iurn ta MORALES [ 14D



14D The Miami Herald / Thursday, May 20, 1982

Key 1

“ick-Talks witness ta lks

OI]MW 45,4 iittle words in court

MORALES / Ffom 1D

tro, Jose Marcos and Juan
B. Fernandez — the men whose
freedom he has put in_jeopardy.
They spoke quickly in Spanish and
then shared a loud laugh. There was
no apparent animosity between ac-
“cuser and accused.

Morales’ hair is sow gray, and he
is thickening arouud the niddle. He
wore Calvin Klein jeans and a green
pullover sweater. He smiled broad-
ly at the lawyers, shook hands all
around, greetod detectives, prosecu-
tors and mugged for the camera-
men.

There was nothing to remind

anyone of Morales’ pasi as a free-
lanée bomber for wurring gambling
interests in Miami’s 1937 bloody
“Bookie Wars” or of his training as
‘a CIA agent. He once was a merce-
nary soldier in the Congo and has
worked with the FBI and DEA. For
& time, he was chief of counter espi-
onage for the Venezuelan secret po-
lice.
. In the past weeks it has surfaced
that Morales, in addition to admit-
ting to numerous crimes beyond the
'statute of limitaticas, admitting a
murder he cannot be prosecuted for
(because of the speedy trial rule),
and admitting, complicity in the
1976 bombing of Cubana Airlines
jetliner that killed 73, has also al-
leged widespread tov-level corrup-
tion in the Miami and Metro police
departments. What would he say, in
public¢, on the witness stand?

He readily raised his hand and
swore to tell the truth.

And then the expected didn’t ma-
terialize.

“As far as the state iz con-
cerned,” sajd Assistant State Attor-
ney Rina Cohan, ‘“the matters of
Mr. Morales’ past are not legally
relévant. The state’s position is that
e is credible.

“By calling him to the stind, we
are, in effect, vouching for hie cred-

Judge Gerald Kogan: No
questions.

ibility. We have no questions,” she

said.

She then suggested Judge Kogan
and the defense fire away.

“The court has no questions,”
Kogan said. “So why do we need
Mr. Morales?”

A good question indeed. No one
answered.

‘Well,” the judge continued, “‘the
state has no questions. The court
has no questions. The defense has
no questions. Thereiore, Mr. Mo-
rales is excused.”

Morales uttered the only words
he would speak on the witness
stand: “Thank you, your honor.”

He rose and exited. Court was re-

cessed for the day. In all, less than,

10 minutss devoted to the man vrho
has been, in effect, the subiect of

close to eight weeks of tastimeny in
on# of Dade’s pre-trial hearings.
After the session, Cohan zaid, “It
is our position that we consider the
question of Mr, Morales’ credibility
to be legally irrelevant. We volun-
teered to produce Mr. Morales for
the defense. They've been saying ali
these things about him. Ent they de-
clined to question him. By calling
him, we are ‘vouching for his credi-
bility. That's basic legal theory.
“There’s nothing I can add,” she
said becanse the case is pending.
Defense attoineys Williams, Kirk
Munroe, Benedict Kuehne and Wil-

Jliam Cagney en masse suggested

that prosecutors went through the
“charade’ and “low theater” in “an
effort to avoid embarassment” be-
cause of what Morales would admit
to on the staud.

They said they were legally pre-
cluded fromn.: cross-examiiing Mo-
rales when prosecutors asked nu
questions. The issue of which side
called Morales to the stand is criti-
cal. The side calling him can ask
only neutral guestions — not ag-
gressive efforts to make him con-
tradict himself.

“It clearly indicated a lack of
credibility on the part of the prose-
cutors. If she (Cohan) were pre-
pared to vouch for his credibility,
she would hav'\ asked questions,”
they srid.

The Tick-Tdlks hearing is now
expected to come to a swift conclu-
gion. But a final ruling by Judge
Kogan on the complicated legal is-
sues that swirl around Morales end
the 1,060 hours of wiretaps, is not
expected for weeks.



