Cop relieved of duty

over drug-dealer link
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A Miami police detective who
served as a wiretap operator in the
QOperation Tick-Talks probe has
been relieved of duty because of an
alleged link to a suspected narcotics
dealer, a Dade Circuit judge was
told Thursday.

Judge Gerald Kogan, who is pre-
siding over the Tick-Talks case,
said Officer Raul Puig, .36, a long-
time member of the department’s
sensitive Special Investigations Sec-
tion (SIS), was seen “fraternizing”
with Oscar Cantu, 54, a Miami man
incicted in 1978 on federal narcot-
ics charges.

Miami police, who were investi-
gating Cantu at about the same
time, used wiretaps in their probe.
Those tape recordings, stored in a
locked vault at police headquarters,
were discovered this wezk to have
been sabotaged, Kogan disclosed.

Kogan, who is hedring pretrial
motions by defense attorneys to
suppiess 1,000 hours of wiretap ev-
idence collected in the Tick-Talks
case, discussed the matter in court
after being briefed on Puig’s status
by Maj. Paul Oboz, head of SIS.

Cantu also was the subject of a
Miami police investigation i which
wiretaps were used, Judge Kogan
said Maj. Oboz told him. The judge
szid he was told that the Miami po-
lice probe of Cantu was held in
abeyauce until the federzl case
against Cantu was ceuncluded.

Cantu was convicted, ard sen-
tenced to 12 years in prison, Sam
Smargon, the federal prcsecutor,
said. Cantu appealed the conviction,
but last month the U.S. Eleventh
Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed
kis conviction for conspiracy to
possess. with intent to distribute co-

caine and marijuana, and use of a -

telephone in the furtherance of a
conspiracy, Smargon said.

Miami ' police recently recpened
tieir own Cantu investigation. This
week, Kogan said, Oboz and anoth-
er SIS officei retrieved the wiretap
recordings from the vauli where
they nad been-stored since 1979,

Police discoverad the tapes- had
been tampercd with, Kogan said.
The distortions rendered them *“un-
usable in any prosecution,” the

-judge said.

An investigation showed that
sorneone had passed a wagnet over
the tapes, Kogan said. Toe tamper-
ing was doae in the police locker
where they were kept, he said.

The judge did not elaborate fur-
ther. He promised to turn over an
edited transcript of his in-chambers
conversation with Uboz today.

No suspect has yet been linked to
the tape-tampering.

Efforts to reach Puig Thursday
were unsuccessiui.

Puig has been with the police de-
partmeant since Januury 1874, He

.resigned in August 1880 to go into

business with his family — a police
spokesman said he dian’t know
what type of business — but was
rehired in Fevruary 1581 and reas-
signesd to SIS, at an annual salary of
$24,710.

Most of Puig’s careei has been
spent in that uvnit. His work has
broughi him. numerous cornenda-
tions, including one irom a March
1978 diug bust in whick 56 pounds
of cocaine valued st $32 million
was seized, $513,000 was confiscat-
ed and seven narsons were arrested.

Tuig’s personnel iile includes a
Deceinber 1679 letier irom Dade
Siate Attorney Junet Revo to Miami
Police Chiel Kenneth Harms com-
plimenting thé ofiicer's work in ihe
Video-Canary siing opexation.

Puig also was comumendad by
Maj. Oboz fcr his work in the Tick-
Taiks case. He vras a wirsiap upera-
tor, monitoring cunveisaions from
four telephone wiretaps and two
rcom transmitters.



