Officer charges
Cuban activist
with bomb plot
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A Miami narcotics detective
claimed in court Monday that well-
known Latin" community activist
Raul Villaverde wanted .to bomb the
detective’s' house, but was stopped
by an admitted drug dealer and ex-
.Spy turned nolice informant,-Ricar-

‘do (Monkey) Morales Navarette. .
The claim was branded “‘charac-
ter assassination” by defense attor-
neys. Villaverde deniéd the accusa-
tions made by Detective Diosdado
Diaz. He laughed at the contention
~and said, “He is lying like he has
‘been tire last three weeks in court.”
Diaz, testifying in the .now
gseven-week long effort by defense

attorneys for the 41-Tick-Talks de--

fendants to suppress 1,000 hours of

wiretap evidence, said Villaverde -

designed the bombmg because Diaz
was closing in on the -drug-smug-

gling operation headed by Carlos .

Quesada. Diaz has claimed ‘that Vil
laverde, along with his two broth-
ers, was a paxt of “the Quesada or-,
ganization.”

The detective. said he Iearned of.

the plot -— and the effort to hait.it
-—. when Morales turned on his al-

leged former partners- and became.

tne state’s primary vntness in the
massive druz probe.”

In-a May 4, 1981 raid on the‘

Grove Isle apértment reated by
Quesada, Diaz said Quesada (who
himsslf was orice a 1ederal wiiness
and admitted narcotics tratficking)
" turned to him.."He said he.should
have let Raul Villaverde bomb me,”
Diaz told Judge Gerald Kogan.

Morzles had told him, Diaz tésti-
fied, that the bumbing plot was -

aborted by -Morales and Quesada.
Sitiing in the audience;

account

* Villaverde agreed “Do you think. )
I would risk my position in gettmg, ,
ria of & person so insignificant as

Diaz? I never knew who the guy
wis. I didn’t even-know his name
-urtil. after- the arrests, ‘at the ar-
Taignment.” That. was in August
:1981, several months after the perl-
od covéred by Diaz’s claims.. g

"Diaz characterized Villaverde: as
‘a ClA-trained expert in demolitions
and sinall arns. He said that Villav-
erde, knov/n in Miami primarily -as
an anii-Castro "actiyist, had. also

spent iime in Venezuela “killing. .

terrorists, anti-guerilla work.”

Quesada, -
free on $1 million bond in the case;
shook his head in disbelief at Dlaz 8-,

VAL e, ovh6 splits his”tirme
beiwes: y wo °k for an ;mport export ’

- firm in-Miami and his sugar farm in

the central part of Florida, was in-
deed trained by the CIA in the early
19608, - His brother, Rafael, *who
was renortedly lost at sea in March,
is perhaps vetter known than he. A
third brother, Jorge, spent nearly
20 vears in a Cuban prisons. ... .

All three werge arrested in the
Tick-Talks case in August 1981.
Charges subsequently were drop--
ped against Jorge. The case against
Rafael was made moot hy his ap--
parent disappearance in a heating
accident in the Bahamas. Raul stiil
faces adrs ug tratnclrmg charge.-

“] have nevar used any of my ca-
pabilities in the, United States,” Vil-
laverde said. “And if I was going to
do somehmlg_, like that, do you think
I would be stupid enough to tell
Carlos Quesaua and Ricardo Mo-
rales?”

When Diaz made his accusation,
it was met with outrage by defense
attorneys- Douglas wuhams and

Kirk Munroe. Williams complained
about” the lack of “any objective
cross-cheek on the accuracy of at-
-tributions,” in the claim.

“It's an out-and-out character as-
sassination,” he said. “It's totally

: gratuitous.”

Diaz claimed that the rationale
for the alleged plot was two-fold:

.that the Villaverde brothers were
‘upset because he had arrested an-

other anti-Castro activist and be-

_cause they knew the detective, was
- closing. :

-in ‘on the organization,
about-to'make arrests.
- - As with all of the  sensational re-
-ports that have emerged from
Diaz’s testimony, at the. core is the
‘switch by Ricardo Morales ‘from
drug -dealer to information dealer.
Morales, 42, himself was CiA-
trained. He fought as-a mercenary
soldier in the Congo. aligned him-
self at various iimes with the FBI,
the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion, CIA, and served as chief of
-‘oounter-espionage ‘for the Venezue-
len scéret.police.

It is his credibility as an mform-
‘ant that has been called into ques-
tion during the marathon hearing

-on the evidence conducted by Judge
Kogan..It is critical that the prose-

cution demonstrate that police had
no other means of penetrating. the
“'Quesada organization” other than
Wiretaps.





