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Ricardo (Monl\e)) Morales Na-
varrete died in sterile hospital sur-
roundings Wednesday, blessed by a
priest and surrounded by family..

The rumors, the gossip and the
intrigue did not die with him.

‘His brain not functioning since a
bullet smashed into his skull Mon-
day night, Morales, 43, was pro-
nounced dead at 1:32 p.m.

He 'stopped breathirg almost im-
mediately after Dr. Jorge Picaza®
disconnected the life-support sys-
tem, with the permrssron of the
famlly

" “Two sons, a daughter and other
relatives were at his bedside,” said
Mercy Hospital spokesman Herb
Kelly. 3.

“The kids are all mixed up,” said

- a family friend.

"John Komorowski.
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“They are very
upset. They just loved their father.”
Many people did not.
Morales was a spy.a killer, a ter-
rorist and a drug trafficker. He ad- -
mitted murder and bragged of his

opart in the bombmg of a Cubana

Airlines fhght in which 73 persons
died.

Double, and even triple, agent, a
man who worked for the CIA and
was a top Venezuelan secret police
official, Morales was “a real-life
James Bond,” said’ his attorney,:

.Metro-Dade police say the
would-be James Bond’s fatal caper
was a barroom brawl, not so pure,
but simple. .

Immediately after the shooting at
Cherry's, a bar at Roger’s on the -
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was " sald one detective who was at the

nd: Wltnesses
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“We will have to locate all of them, proba-
bly 10 to 15 people and hope they will co-
., operate,” said Wesolowski. The task, he saxd

. will not be simple.

- Controversial and feared Morales llfe was
%, @ Tabryinth. :
He often switched sides, repudratmg
... .friends and causes.. The witnesses, said Wes-
.., olowski, “might not have liked Morales and
. they might not want to get involved. It's
". gonna take time."”

- Roy Black, a hngh-powered. hrgh-pnced
., criminal defense attorney, has talked to po-
" lice. He said his client, Rogeho Novo, a sus-
pect, is innocent. . o

Novo, one of the owners of the restaurant
“"has not talked to detectives. Police say Novo
- left before they arrived.

“There is r,o question,” sard Black. “My

Green Restaurant in Key Blscayne. pohce an- -

;nounced they knew who drd xt and the gun-

. man was being sought.

" No one has been ar- R

' rested yet, And Wednes-
.day, an arrest ‘did not
. seem imminent. i

- “We have a lot of leg- §

' work to do,” said Homi- | L
‘cide Sgt. Frank Weso- !

* lowski. “We have to go -
.slow and be meticulous m
rand compile:: all .our p

' facts.” YA

PA major lmpedlment T
*to the jnvestigation, he saiaiasd==s

. said, is the disappearance ' Morales e
of many witnesses. They ranaway.. '

“Everybody there’ knew who Morales

oy

to Morales. shoomlg

client:absolutely did not shoot Monkey Mo- -'
rales. He [Novo] is a nice, cultured gentleman
who runs this restaurant and bar, He is the *
last person in the world that one would sus- -
pect would shoot somebody.
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spothght of public scrutmy in 1980 when he
" became a state informant in the Operation -
Tick-Talks narcotics probe. -
..... ‘In an eight-week long hearing to surpress
) . . -+ more than 1,000 hours of wire

It really is just a barroom shootmg."1 against nearly 50 defendantt;l P gl}ycl;xj':?:se
Black said. “It is simply bizarre because of : - crimes made headlines. '
_the people involved.”

: ' - 2.+ .. Circuit Judge Gerald K

. Black says Novo never met Morales.. . | .; defense attorr%eys that Mglgaa]r;sag‘;?!% ‘:‘;2
Morales drove his flashy blood-red Cadll .inot reliable and the cases were thrown out. .

lac to the Key Biscayne bar the night he was’ "

shot. His companion was Nancy Lamazares

Cid, a long-time associate and the wrdow of a: i

slain drug trafficker.

erlram Cagney, one of the attorneys who
had vehemently opposed the credibility of
) - Morales and the use of his testimony, said
T Wednesday that the dead man “lived his life

Cid, hysterical and screamin , was still |
- with Morales when police found %um drown- . kmelrlrc?rizsnggh]xepfst 'l't' mired fn mtngue and bro-
ing in his own blood on the carpeted floor of ... . ' ‘
the mirrored bar Monday night. ‘r Herald Staff Wnter Ana’ Veczana Suarez ‘
Morales exposed his shadow. life to the -contributed to this report. L





