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AMERICAN RERUGEES
TELL OF HARDSHIPS

Left Everything Behind in Flight
‘from_Mexico—Arrive at
San Antonio.

ONE  TRAINLOAD MISSING

Not Heard From for Ten Days—Min-
‘Ing Man Slain, and Others For
tifying Their Camps.

|
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Special to The New ¥ork Times. i

SAN ANTONIO, Texas, May 7.—The
northbound International & Great North-
ern express, which arrived here this
afternoon, was crowded with refugecs
from Mexico, half of whom were women
and children. They had come out of
Aexico Ly a circuitous route via San
Luis Potosi and Tampico, their train
being more than twenty-four hours late
when it pulied into the Nuevo Laredo.

' terminal early this morning. i

Two-thirds of the refugees had no |
baggage, not having had time nor a wayi
fo carry it in the long cross-country’
Journeys they were compelled to make in:
order- to reach railway stations wl’xereuj
traffic is still maintained. Three of thg
svomen refugees wore divided skirts such
#5 are worn by women when riding horse-
back. One of the women said she had|

_ridden from a srmall mining town in the|
. State of Guanajuato to San Luis Potosi, a}
> journey « 7 three davs on horseback.
Seventy-eight of the refugees left the
} train at Sar Antonio. and about half as
‘ ruzny proceeded North. The stories toid
' by these people all agreed in the one im-
' portant point that chaos ‘'is imminent in!
Mexico. One man told of the rumored
murder of an American mining engineer
,at a mining camp in Durango. Thci'
man, whose name was Rice and who was !
Superintendent of the Sultana copper:
mires in Durango, was held up for money |
by insurrectos, and when he said that |

he had none was murdered. according Lo!
the man who arrived here to-day. |
Other refugees from mining camps;
sz2id the managers of the mines were
fortifying their places and/ were arming
their men preparatory to-‘making a de-
ferise, of their property in the event they |
were  attacked by the rebels. One of}
these who brought this news was E. J.|
Stanley, a mining engineer, who has been |
working in the Btate of Zacatecas. M.
Stanley was accompanied by his wife. i
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All Americans Fleeing.

“ Every American who can is gettingi
out of Mexico with all possible speed.”!
Mr. Stanley said. ‘ They all realize the!
great danger they are in and can see no
hope for a return of peace for months to
come. [t is quite true that the mining|
camps are being fortified and the miners:
armed, for the purpose of resisting in
the event the insurrectos try to destrov
the prepertles. ,

“We had a hard time getting out.
added Mr. Stanley, ‘“and I can assure
you that few of us did anv sleeping .onl
the train that brought us out of Mexncu!
and which got into Nuevo IL.aredo tns:
morning over a full day behind time.!
When our train got to Saltillo Federal]
soldiers boarded it. and all night ali oi,
us, particularly the women. were fearful!
that it was to be attacked by the insur-!
rectos. Fortunately., our fears were un-l
founded, and we managed 10 get through
without being held up.” |

Another of the refugees was B !
Belden, an oil man., swho has been \'isit-;
ing at a mining ecamp In Durango. It
was Mr. Belden who told of the reported
murder of Supt.. Rice of the Sultana’
mines. - '

““ While T was in Durango.” Mr. Bel-.
den said, **a Mexican came in_ from the’
Sultana copper mines and told us that
Mr. Rice had been murdered. A band’
of insurrectos had gone into the Sultina:
mines, the lexican said. and had de-
manded all of the combanv’'s readv cash:
of Mr. Rice. When Mr. Rice told them;
that he had no cash on hand thev shot,
him through the head. killing him in-;
stantly, according to the Mexican.™ |

One of the waomen refugees. who asked |
that her name be withheld and who was:
one of the three women who arrived i
divided skirts, told the story of her ride;
of three davs and nights from Guana-:
juato to San Luis Potosi. i

Story.

Waoman Refugee's

“ 1t is almost anarchy in that part of
Mexico from which T managed to make

my escape.”’ she said. ‘' Nobody, particu-
Jarly Americans., feels safe down_there
cnow. T was unable to Dring any baggage

at all. and all that I came out of Mexica

with is the somewhat embarrassing trav-
'+ eling costume that you see me wearing
; now. My husband came as far as Nuevo
l.aredo with me, and although I hpggedl
kim to come on Nerth with me. he in-!
sisterd on trying to get back to the mines '

and do his
erty.”

Franklin W. Smith, a consulting en-

neer of Parral in the -State of Chihua-

ua, another of the refugees, said that
itige country of which Torreon is the centre
|is mow in a state of anarchy. As indi-
| cating the terrible conditions existing
jaround Torreon, he said.that when he
| tried to get to Parral a month ago it re-
| quired seven days’ traveling to make a
journey that usually requires only half a
'day. He traveled over 1,250 miles, he

said, to make what in time_of peace is a
journey of only 130 miles. Parral is on a

branch of the Torreon & Juarez Railroad.
The road, he said, has been completely
torn up by the insurrectos. Ten days ago

he said the road was repaired and a train
. crowded with refugees started for Tor-
' reon. R .
. *“We have not heard a word from that
"train or any of the people who were in it
i since that night,”” Mr. Smith said. *‘ The
only news we have is that it did not reach
its destination. due to the fact that the
track was torn up in fourteen gifferent
places the night the run to Torreon was
[attempted. I have heard that Torreon has
j fallen, but when I left there was no way
lof confirming it as both rail and wire
| communication with the place was sus-
l pended. :

| Bandits Turned Loose.

! “ 1 can assure you that it is anarchy
i pure and simple in the Torreon country.
: For instance, when the insurrectos capt-
“ared the towns of lerdo and Gomez Pala-
cio recently they iiberated over 300 pris-
oners who were in the jalls in those
places. These men were the worst char-
acters in that part of the country, and,
since their liberation they have been pil-
laging the country. Some of them joined
the rebels. but most of them are operat-
ing independently of them.™

Edward Atkins of Elkhart, Ind., another
arrival. came from Mexico City. He said
that he had not seen any fighting, but
that he knew that the situation was ter-
rible. He said that most of those with
whom he talked believed that intervention
hy the United States was certain within
the next thirty days.

It would he hard to imaginte a more be-
draggled looking lot of men, women, and
¢hildren than were those who got hére
+o-day. Many of them were scantily clad
and some of them wore clothes that were
| fvll of holes as a result of the cross-coun-

trv journeys they were compelled to make
| in order to get to places on rallroads.

part in protecting our prop-
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