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bolh down together. [ would have given him a release
iz fnll fer the rest of the journey 1o be off hisback ; but
he started again, and with the same care ascended seve-
ral steps, 50 close to the edge that cven on the back of a
muleit would have heen Véry uncomfortable. My fear
lest he shonld break down or stumble was excessive.—
To my extreme reliel, the 1lmth turned swsy ; but | had
hardly congratnlated myself upon my escape before he
descended 2 few steps. This was much worse than as-
cending ; ifhe fell, nothing couid keep me from going
over his head ; but [ remained 1ill he put me down of
s own accord,  The poor fellow was wet with perspi.
ration, and tyembled in every limb. Another stood rea.
dy lo take me up, but [ had enough. Pawling tried it.

MODE OF TRAVELLING IN CENTRAL AMERIC

AS PRACTICED DY MESSRS. STEPHENS AND CATIIERWOOD.

our condition and prospects were dismnel. Rainstherd
work, bad fare, sgelyed nothing ; bt we could no more
exist without sleep than the * foolish fellow™ of *Esop,
who, at the moment Tiﬁl 1 he had Jearned to live with-
out eafing, died. Jn g1l I travelsdhrou h thecountry
Pawling had never encoun{ored such hard work s5since
hemet us. e :
In the mean time work went on. As at Copan, it
w3 my business fo prepare the dilferent ‘ohjecis’for Mr.
Catherwood to draw. Many of thagstones.had.to ‘be
scrubbed and cleaned ; and a5’ it wasdgr.obiect to have
the utmost possible accuracy in tre, dra:véﬁf , it many-
rﬁinzaﬁaﬂo]lds _Evure-tn Ill_e. erected g}w S to ‘sct. up
but only for ashort time. It was bad enough to seean § * ‘ ! 3 1 «| part his Jabor,  That (he rre}mv e ther Rt
Indian loiking withadead weight on hisback; buttofeel } At daylight I returned, and found Mr. €. and Paw. fmtegfﬁtl‘htl]safgﬁ}éctz‘?:é ]Ilhﬂﬁ gfgfgriﬂt}?};ﬂfﬁ;ncg&ghg
him trembling under cne's own body, hesr hishard | ling sitting on the slones, half dressed, in rueful con. give a description of ihe buildine in ﬁ*lt;rh“-" e lived,
breathing, see the swegt rolling down him, and feel the | cleve. They had passed the night worse than 1, and | called the palace, . SRR
PALENQUE,

have been published of the immensc labor and expense
of exploring these ruins, which, 25 ] before remarke

made it almost seem presumpinons for me to undertake it
with my own resources, are exapgerated and untrue,
Being on the ground at the commencement of the dry
season, with eight or ten-young ¢ pioneers,” having n
spirit of enterprise equal to their bone and muscle, in
legs than six months the wlhole of these ruins could be
taid bare. Any man who has ever “ cleared”a hundred
aeres of land is competent o undertske it, and the time
and money spent by one of our young men in 8 “ winter
in Paris” would determine beyond all peradventore whe.
ther the ¢ily ever did cover the immense extent whiely
gome hfve supposes,

*’.

A,

a

-

\{ insecurity of the position, made this a mode of traveilin

‘| which nothing but counstitutional laziness and insensihiﬁ
ity ‘eould endure. Walking, or rather climbing, stop-
ping very eften to rest, and riding when it wag at all
praciicalle, we reached a thatched shed, where we
wished to stop for the night, but there was no water. =

ZiThe next night they reached Palenque in safety,

2t he thus deseribes the last part of his journey:—

The road waslevel,but the woods were still as thick
23 on the mountain, = At =2 quarter before eleven we
reached a path which led 1o the vuing, oT somewhere
elst.  'We had abandoned the intention of going directly
to ilie ruins; for, besides that we were in a shattered con.
dition, we conll not communicate at all with our Indi-
ans, and probably they did not know where the ruins
were. At Jength we came oat upon as opeén plain, and
looked back atthe range we had ergssed, rupning off to
Pelen and the country of unbaptised Indians,

As we advanced we came jnlo a region of fine pasture

rouncs, and saw herds of cattle. The grass showed
the effect of early rains,and the picturesque appearance
of thecountry reminded me of many asceue at home;
but there was a trec of singular beauly that was asfran-
ger, having aliigh, naked trunk and spreading top, with
leaves of vivid green, covered with yellow Rowers.—
Continuing careicssiy, and stopping from time to time to
eiioy the smiling ¥view eround, and realise our cscape
o1 the dnl; mountains behing,swe rose upon & slight
{able-ua ol apdsaw ibe villoge before vs, consisting of
ORe Frussgown strect mnb-sRen even by a mule path.
with a fow streggline white kouses on each zide,on 4
glight elevation at llie farther end a thatched chureh,
with @ rude ¢cyoss and belfry before it, A Doy couldroil
on the gvass from the church door out of the village. In
fact,it was the most dcad and-olive place I ever saw;
but, coming {rom villages thronged with wild Indians,-
its air of repose was most.grateful to us,

our limits will now only allow us to notice, briefly,
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places about il we discovered the remaing of rel, Llne,
yellow, black, and white. - . |
The tops of the doprways were all broken, They bad
evidently been square, and over every one were large
niches in the wall on each sjde, in whiclf the lintels had
been laid. These lintels had all fallen; and the stones
above formed broken natura} arches. Undérnegth were

. Alfront view of thig buildiog is givenjn’the engrav.
mg. It stands on an artifieial elagatiou of an u‘lﬂm
form, forty feet high, three hundred and ten feet in fromt .
and rear, end two hundred and sixty feet on each sida, |
This elevation was formerly faced with stone, which has
been thrown down by the growth of trees, and ita form
is hardly distinguiehable,
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_An Era in Ameriean Literature--=Cevitral
Ameries and its Magnificent Rulns,

Two spzndid volumes with the above fitle, writ-
ten by 21r. Stephens, the celebrated traveller, and 1l
lust-ated with sixty-six fine plates engraved by Gim-
¥er, Dick, Halpin, &e. after beautiful drawings by
~-Catherwood, have just been published by the Messts.

Hiarpers, Brothers. And it is just praise that this is
-the most valnable work, in every sense of the word,
- ever published in any part of this country.
On reading if, and inspecting the numerous beau-
tiful and faithfu} engravings it contains of ruins, of
_palaces, towers, altars, idols, monuments, obelisks,
imuges, and historical monuments of all descriptions,
atill to be found ina comparatively perfect state in
the centre of this great Continent, awfu} memorials,
but of whom we know not, the mind is lost in wonder
. and adoration, and the heart involuntarlly exclaims
‘that the History of the world hag yet to be written !

Mr. Stephens wasseat ont fp Central America with
. 4 special mission from our Government, Oct. 3, 1839,
. and returnad to New York, July 31, 1810, being ab-
sent tenmonthe. The work in question has been in
preparation about nine months, over two hundred
persons have been employed upon it during that tine,
and £13,000 have been expended in getting it up.

In the present notice therefore we shall do little
. ote than place before our readers numerous ex-
tracts and illustrations thereof, which we have pre®
~pared at a very heavy expense. ’

It is a new subject. The Mighty Ruins and Anti-
. quilies of the Nuw FVorld. And we, therefore, de-
vole more than ordinary spaee and experise in ioti-
¢inz tais valuable work. |
t And here weadvise all who read the work or this
notice to commence by placing before them a map
- of Central America, Messrs. Stephens & Cather.
woed, for they were fellow travellers, reached Balize
-in the Bay of Honduras on the 20th day after the leav-
g Now Yok,

Frem Balize they successively visited Puenta Gor- |
An, oo Uade Indians, Rie Dolice, Moiagua River,
-Bualan, Zacapa, Chiquimula, St, Stephanos, Copan
River, Viilage of Copan, Equipulas, Quezaltapeque
Mountain, San Jacinto, San Rosalie, Chimalapa,

- Gustatoqua, Ll Puente, Gaatemalz, Mexico, La At

tigua, St. Pablo, Volcano de Agua, Ciudad Viejs, -
Alotenango, Escuintla, Masagua, Port of Istapa, the
Pacific Ocean, back to Guatemala, Leke of Amati-
 tan, Overo, Port of Acajutla, Zonzanate, Volcano of
Tzalco, Gulf of Nicoya, Calderalharbor, Mountain of
Aguacate, La Garita Alihuela, Heredia, Rio Segon-
do, Cartago, thence back to Guatemala, by Esparza,
-QCosta Rica, River Lagartos, Santa Rosa, Bagases,
- Guaneaste Harbor of San Juan, Nicaragua, survey-
-ed the route of the proposed Atlantic and TPacific
Canal, thence to Tierra Caliente, Masaya, village,
lake, and voleano, Ninditi, Mauagua, Mateares, Na-
gatotes, to Leon. Thento Chinandaga, Realejo,Ne-
goscola, San Salvador, to Guatemala. Thence to
the ruins of Quiryna, and back to Guatemala. Then
to the ruins of Qniche. Thence to the City of Que-
saléenango 3 on to Comitan, thus entering Mexico ;
theace to Ocosingo, and atJast to the far famed ruin-
ous City of Palenque. Thence they went to Sisal
and the rains of Axmal in Yucatan ; and embarked
at Sisal for home on the 24th of June, 3810 ; having
‘been in the country about seven months and twenty-

- four days.
My, Stephens’ pleasant style of telling a story 1s
weli knewn, nevertheless we must give a few exiracts

-descriptive of his adventures. _
~ On Janding at the Balize, he thus describes the

. place :—

. By thie time I had twice passed the whole length of
the principal street, and the town seemed In the entire
posgession of biacks. The bridge, the market place,
the gtreets and stores-were thronged with them, and I
might have fancied mysell in the capital of a negro re-
public. They were & fine-looking race, fall, straight,
‘and athletic, with skins black, amooth, and glosgy as
-yelvet, and well dressed,the men in white cotion shirts
and trottsers, with straw hats, and the women in white
frocks, with short sieeves and broad red borders, and
adorneil. with large red earrings and necklaces; and 1
¢ould not help remarking that the frock was their only
grticle of dress, and that it was the fashion of these sable
‘Jadies to drop this considerably from off the right ghoul-
der, and to carry tho skirt in the left hand, and raise it to

-any height necessary for ¢rossing puddies.

. What * height necessary”. it may be fora safhle
1ady to raise her petticoutsto crossa gutter n Balize,
we know not, but we believe My, 8. might have seen
. .the same custom practised by white ladies in Broad-

‘way on a wel day. |

By the [ollowing account he niust have begn repaid
Aot all his troubles, when from the summit of the

- “Voleano of Cartago he had a
. "Vigw oF tHE ATLanTio ANp Pactric OCEANS AT THE

BAME MOMENT.

~ The lofty point on which we stood was perfectly clear,
-the atmosphere'was of transparent purity, and looking
beyond the region of desolation, below us, &t & distance
-0f perhaps two thousand feet, the whole country was
.e¢vaved with clouds, and the city at the foot of the vel-
.¢ano was invisible, "By deim_es the more distant clonds
were lifted, and over the immense bed we saw at the
-game moment the Atlantic and Pacific Oceaps. This was
the grand sgectacle we had hoped, but scarcely expect-
+ ed to behold. My companjons ad pecended the volcano
. geveral times, but on account of the clouds had only seen
-{be two sess once befote. The points et which they
-erere visible were the Gulfof Nicoya and the harbor of
San Juan, not dircctly opposite, but nearly at right an-
. gles to éach other, xo that we saw them withoat turning
‘ ﬁ‘l& hody. ‘Inaright Jinaover the tope of the mountsins
~qieither was mors than twenty miles distant, and from
- the great height at which. we sood they seemed almost
at-our feet. ﬁ is the enly point in the world which com-
iﬂm{s 2 view of the twd seas ; and I ranked the sight

ith those mest interesting occasions, when from thetop
AL Mount SiniPIE0N G but npon the Desert of Arabis,
afid from MountHér f saw the DeadSem, - ;7

Iy PN . i . ]

e 700’s mode of kissing all the girls at Sunlose and
ﬂiéﬁthgn’s litile love scene with the “belle 6f Guana-
¢asid > worth reading, especially. whete he speaks
of kidking her across.the table—and the cheeks that

r

the author hasno wife. Afterleaving thisyoung lady
early one morning, he starts to survey the canal line
across the Isthinus of Nicaragua, with a valuable ac-
count of whieh he closes the first volume.

The description of the voleano of Ninder at the
commencement of the second volume is exceedingly
egraphic, and the book is worth purchasing if it were
only to read that picce. The mode of sleeping in
thja same room adopted by the males and femaules in
Nicaragua, appeats to be as promiscuous as in any
part of the world. The account of the Voleano of
Cosaguina is very interesting: dhd the mode of

12§53 zvadrengzuiar stone structure, sixty-six feet on
each side atthe base, and rising in a pyranidal form to
the height,in its present condition, of thirty-three [ect.
On threa sides there is a range of stepsin the middle,
step seventeen inches high on the upper surface, which
makes the range so steep that in descending some cau-
tion Is pecessary. At the corners are four buitresses of
cut stone, diminishing in size fromthe line of the sqHare,
end apparently intended to support the strveture. Gn
the side facing the west there ave no steps, but the sur-
face is smooth and covered with stueco, gray from long
exposare. By hreakingalittle at the corners we aw
that there were differcnt layers of stucco, doubtless put
on af different tymes, and ali had been ornamented with
gainted figures, Inone place we made out part of the
ody of a leopard, well drawn 2nd ¢olored. |
The top ol the Sacrificatorio is broken and ruined, but
there is no doubt that it once supported an altar for those
sacrifices of human victims which struck even the Span-
jards with horror. It was barely large enough for the
altar and ofliciating priests, and the id{ﬁ to whom the sac-
rifice was offered, The whole wag in full view of the
peorle at the foot,

Iy naked, pointed out the Idel to which the =acrifice was
made, that the people might pay their adoratoins, snd
then extended him wpon the artar. This hed 2 convex
surface, and the body of the victim lay arched, with the
trunk elevated andthe head and feet depressed. Four

riests held the Jegs and arms, and gnother kept his head

rm with & wooden instrument made in the form of a
coiled serpent, go that he was prevented from making
the least movement ‘The head priestthen approzched,
and with 2 knife made of flint cut an aperturein the
breast, and tore out the hesrt, which, yet palpitating, he
offered to the sun, and then three it at the feet of the idol.
If the idol was gigantic and hellow, it was usual to intre-

The barbarous ministers carried unthe vietim entire. {

ested on the piak musiin pillow of herbed. It’s well ; wearing theirbieeches adopted by the boatmen, was

 qoite novel,

approaches the vuins of 3anta Cruz delQuiche. The
distant view of the ruins precisely resembles the dis
tant view of the celebrated encampment of the an-
cient Dritons on the Herefordshire Beacon. The
account of ihe Kings of Quiche and Kachiguel, whe,

according to Fuentes, the chronicler of Guatemala,
| were descended from the Tottecan Indians, should
be read with great cave. Itis highly II}EEIEEHI]%* _
The most important part of these ruins now left 1s
here represented, and is called

PLACE OF SACRIFICE AT SANTA CRUZ DEL QUICHE.,

4

had goue to the fele at Tumbale. There was no alezl-
de, no alguazils; A few Indians were Iying about ina
state of uller nudity,and when %-e looked into the huls
the women ran away, probably alarmed at secing men
with pantaloons. .

Here it wa= cnstomary for those who intented to cross
the monuntains to take hammacasor sillas; the former
heing a cushioned chair, with a long pole at each end,
to be borne by fonr indians before and Lehind, the travel-
ler siiting with his face to the side, and, ag the justitia
told ug, only usel by very heavy men and padres; and
the latter an arm chair, to be carried on the back of un
Indian. )

Mope oF TraveLLENG.

This was two days journey from Palenque. They
sleptnere, and he thus desenbas the mode of tra-
velling, as represented ta the plate at the head of this
article:—

Barly the nest morning the pary started, with silla
and men, altogether our party swelled to twenty lodi
Qmns,

The country through which we were now travelling
was as wild as before the Bpanisi conguest, and without
' a habitation until we reachad Palenquae. The road was
through a forest so pvergrown wiih Lbrosh and uader.
wood as to be impeneirable, and the branches were trim-
med barely Ligh enongh to admit a man's travelling on.
der themon foot, o that an the backs of our mules we
were constantly oblized io bend our bodies, and even to
digmount. Insome pﬁm:es, for a greut distance sround,
the woods seemed Killed by the heat, the foliage wither-
ed, the feaves dry and crisp, as il hurned by the sun; and
a tornado had swiept the country, of which no mention
wasmade in the S8an Pedro papess,

We met three [ndians carrying elubs in their hands,

duce the keart of the vietim into its mouth with a aol-
den spoon. 1f the vietim was a prisoner of war, 85 soon
a8 it was sacrificed they cut off the bead to preserve the
scull,and threw the body dowr the steps, when it was
taken up by the officer or soldier to whom the prisoner
had belonged, and caraied to his house to be dressed and
served up as an entertainment for his friends. It he was
not a prisoner of war, hut & slave purchased for the sac-
rifiee, the proprietor carried off the body for the same
purpose. In recurring tothe barbarous scenes of which
the spot had been the theatre, it seemed a righteous
gward that the bloody altar was hurled down, and the
race of its ministers destroyed,

After this our anthorgoes to Quezaltenango, which
18 a fine Moorish looking city, in the heart of wild
mountain scenery. The ceremnonies of the Holy

naked except asmall piece of cotion cloth around the
loins and passing between the legs, one of them, young,
tall, and of almirable sy mmetry of form, losking the {ree-
born gentleman of the woeds. Shortly alterward we
passed & stream, where naked Indians were setting rude
nets for fish, wild and primitive asin the {irst ages of
savagelife,

Attwenty minutes past ten we commenced ascending
the mountain. Itwas very hot, and I ¢an give ne idea of
the toil of ascendiog these motntzing. Our mules could
barely clamber up with their saddles only. We disen-
cumbered ourseives of sword, spurs, aud all useless trap-
pings; in fact, came down to shirt and pantaloons, and
asnear the condition of the Indians as we could. Qur
procession would have been a spectacle in Brosdway.—
First were four Indians, each with a rough oxide box,
secured by an ivon chain and large padiock, on his back;
then Juan, withonly & bat and pair of thin cotton cotton

—

Week are thrilling. The whole place was full of in-
terest.

Near Guaguetenango My, S. discovered the fos
il remains of a2 large mastodon. He then went to
visit the ruins here called lus cuevas, the caves.—
They were 2bout one and a half miles from the
city, in the midst of a fine plain. There were also
several mounds round abous here, supposed to be
sepuichres of the ancients. Here he again met
Pawling, and they opened a mound, and got out
the following |
' Vases Fousp AT GUAGUETENANGO.

He says:—

In the afternoon we opened one of the mounds. The
{nterior was & rough coal of stones and lime, and affer an
hour’s digging we came to fragments of bones andtbe
two lower vases in the plate opposite. The first of the
two wag entive when we diScovered it, but, unforturate-
ly, was broken in getting it out, though wc obtained all
t[vm pleced. It i3 graceful in desjzn, the surface is polish-
ed, and the wc-rl;mnnshiﬂ very good, The ]sst was al.
ready broken, and though more complicated, the surface
ignot polished, The tripod at the top of the engraving
is 3 copy of the vase before referred to, found in the tomb,
which I procured from the owner of the [and. It is
iwelve inches in digmeter, and the surface i3 polished.
Wediscovered no treasute, but our day’s work was most
interesting, and we only regretied that we had ot time

to explore more thoroughly. , B
From here the travellex went on to San Pedro, of
whlch he says: - iy

If 2 bad name could killa place;? San Pedro was tiaritnf
ed., From the haciends of Padre 8olis to Tumbals, eve-

ry one we niet cautioned us against the Indiens of Sen

drawers, driving two spare mules, and carrying a dou-
ble-barrelled gun over his naked shoulders; then gur-
selves, each one driving before him or leading hia own
mule ; then an Indian carrying the silla, with relief car-
riers, and several boys beering smell bags of provisions,
the Indians of the silla being much surprised at our not
uging them according to contract and the price paid.—
Though toiling excessively, we felt asense of degrada
tion atbeing carried on a man’s shoulders, At that time
I was inthe worst condition of the three, and the night
before had gone to bed at San Pedro witheut supper,
which for any of us «as sure evidence of being in a bad

l

way.
%e hagd brought the silla with us merely as a measure
ofprecaution, with much expeetation of being obliged to
uee ofit; but at a steep pitch, which made my head al-
most burzt to think of chimbing, I resorted to it for the
first time, 1t was alarge,clumsy armchair, puttogether
with wooden ping and bark slrings. The Indien- who
was to earry me, like al} the others, was small, not more
than five feet scven, very thin, but symmetrically form.
ed. A barkstrap was tied to the armeof the chair; and,
sitting down, he placed his back against the back of the
chair, adjusted the length of the sirings, and smooted the
berk across his forehead with a little cushion 1o relieve
the pressure. An Indian on each side lifted it up, and
the carrier rose on hiz feet; stood still & moment, threw
me up on¢e ov twice to adjust me on his shoulders, and
get off with one man on each side. 1t was a great relief,
but J conld feel every movement, even to thught:aving ﬁf
hischest. The ascent was one of the steepest on the
wholeroad. [n afew minutes he stopped and sent ferth
a sound, usual with Indian carriers, between a whistle
and a blow, »lways painfultomy ears, but which I never
neverfelt so disagreeably before, M y, face was turned
backward ; I could not see where he as going, but ob-
gerved that thelindianon the Ieft fell back. I§nt to in-
crepse the labor of carrying me, I sat as still 88 possible ;
hutin a few mmutf;s,_luu}ting overmy shoulder, saw that
e were agpproaching the edge of a precipice more than
a thousand fcet deep. Herel became very anxiousto dis.
mount ; but [ could not speak intelligibly, and the In-
dians could or would not understand my signs. My car-
rier moved along carefully, with his lel%~ foot first, feeling
that the slone on which ke put it down was steady and
secure before hebrought up the other, and by degrees
ffter a particularly careful muvement, brought bot feet

a fearful whistle ‘and blow. i1 fose and fell with every
'hreath& felt highody trembling:ander me, and his knees
Boeme

slightest irregular movement on my part might

ﬁring us

We are compelled to pass on from this part to
chapter ten of 1he seeond volume, where the author

Pl

Pejro. Fertunalely, Lowever,nearly the whele village -

up within half 8 step of the precipice, atbpﬁed, pnd gave

giving away- The precipice was awlul, and the-

the
Ruixs or PALENQUE.

Asg the ruiusof Palenque are the first which awakened
altention toihe existence of ancient apnd unknown cities
in America, and as,on that -account, they are perhaps
more interesting to the public, it may not be amiss to
state the circumstances ol their first discovery.

The account is, that inthe year 1750, 2 party of Span-
iards in the interior of Mexico penetrated to the Jands
north of the disiriet of Carren, in the province of Chia-
pas, when all at onee they found in the midstof a vast
solitnde ancient stone buildings, the remains of a city,
still embracing from eighteen to twenty-four milesin ex-
Eent, known to the Indians by the name of Casas de Pie-

ras.

The existence of such a ¢ity was entirely unknown;
there is no mention of it in any book, and no iradition
that it had ever been. To this day it is not known by
what nameit was called, and the only appellation given
to it ig that of Palenque, after the village near which the
ring skand. ‘

The aews of the discovery passed irom mouth fo mouth
was repeafed in somecities of the province, and reached
the seat of goveroment ; but littie attention wae paid

to it.

It was not tl] 1756, thirty years subsequent to the dis-
covery, that the King of Spain ordered an explanation ;
on thethird of May, 1737, Captain Antoniodel Kio arrived
al the village, under a commission from the government
of Guatemala aad on the fftlf he proceeded to the site of
the ruined city. In his official report he says, on ma-
king his first essay, owing to the thickness of the woods,
and a fog so dense thaf it was impossibie for the men lo
distinguish ezeh othe: at five puces’ distance, the princi-
pal building was compietely concealed from their view,

He retarned to the village, and alter concerling mea-
sures wilhi the deputy of the district, an order was jssued

st

to the inhabitants of Tumbala, requiring twe hundred
Indinne with axes and billhooks, On the 17th seventy-
nine arrived, furnished wlth twenty-cight axce, after

which iwenly wore were obtained in tne village; and
with these he egain moved forward, and immediately
commenced lelling (rees, which was followed by a gen.
cral conflagration. :

The report of Captain Del Rio, with the commentary «f
Doctor Panl Felix Cabrera of New Guatimala, dedueing
sn Egyptian origin for the people, thrangh either the
supineness or the jealousy of the Spapish government
was locked up inthe archives of Guatimeia until the
time of the Revelution, when, by the operation of liberal
princjples, the nri%inal manuscripts came into the hands
of an Engl,iﬁh entieman long resident in that couniry,
and ap English translation was published at London in
1839, 'This was the first rotice in Europe of the discove
ry of these ruins ; and, instead of electrifying the pub-
lic mind, either from want of interest in the subject, dis-
trust, nv some other cause, 8o little notice was taken of
it, tha' “n 1931 the [iterary Gazeite, a paper of great eir-
exlativi. in London, announced it a5 & new discovery
made by Colonel Gulindo, whese unfortunate fate has
heen before referred to. Ifa like dizcovery had been
mada in Italy, Greece, Egypt, or Asia, within ihe reach
of Eurouean travel, it would have created au interest not
inferior to the ciscovery of Herculangem, or Pomnpeii,or
the ruing of Pestum, . ‘

While the report and drawings of Del Rioslept in the
archives of Guatemals, Charles the Fourth of Spain or-
dered another expedition, at the head of which was placed

|

Capiain Dupaix, witha secretary and draughtsman, and
a detachment of dragooons. His expeditions were made
in 1805, 1806, and 1307, the last of which was.to Pa-
lenque.

The manuseripts of Dupaix, and the designz ol his
draunghtsman Castenda, were about to be sent to Madrid,
which was then occupied by the Freach army, when
the revolution broke out in Mexi¢o ; they then became
an object of secondary importance, énd remained during
the wars of independence under the control of Castena-
da, who deposited them n the Cabinet of Natural Histo-
ry in Mexice. In 1833 Ni. Baradere disentombed them
from the cartons of the museum, where, but for this ac-
cident, they might still have remained, and the know-

ledge of the existence of thit cify again becn Jost,

In regard to the extent of these ruins. Kven inthis
practical age the imagination of a man delights in won.
ders. The Indians and the people of Palenque say that
they cover a space of sixty miles; in & series of well-
written articles in our own country they have been set
down as ten timeslarger than New York ; and lately 1
have seen an article in some of the newspapers, refer-
ring to our expeditiod, which represents this city,disco-
vered by us, ag having been three times}as large 88 Lon-
don! It is not in my nature fo discredit any marvelious
story. I am slow to disbelieve, and would rather sustain
all such inventions , but it has Leen my unhappy lot to
find marvels fade away as 1 approacked them : eren the
Dead Sen lost its mysterious charm ; 2nd besides,as &
travelier and “writer of a book,” I know that if 1 go
wrong, those who come after me will not fail to set me
right. Underthese considerations, not from any wish
of my own, and with many thanks to my friends of the
press, [ am obliged to say that the Indians and people of
Pelenque really know nothing of the ruins personally,
and the other accounts do not rest upon any suflicient
faundation. The whole country for miles around ie cov-
ered by & dense forest of gigantic trees, with a growik
of brush and underwood unknewn in the wooded des-
erts of gur own conntry, and impenetrable in any- divec-
tign, except by cuotling 2 way with 2 machete.” What
licg buried in that forest it is impossible to say of my
own konowledge ; without a guide, we might have gone
within a hundred feet of all the buildings without dis-
covering one of them, .

Captain Del Rtio, the first explorer, with men and
means at command, stotes in his report, that in the exe-
cution of his commission he cut down end burned all
the woods ; he does not say how far, but, judging {rom
the breaches and excavatious made in the interiorof the
buildings. probably for miles aronnd, Captain Dupaix,
geting under a royal commission, and with all the re-
gources such a commission would give, did not discover
any more buildings than those mentioned by Del Rio,
and we saw only thesame ; but, having the bepefit of
them as guides, at least of Del Rio (for at thattime we
had not seen Dupaix’s work), we of course saw things
which eseaped their observation, just as those whocome
after us will see what escaped ours, This place, how-
ever, was the principal object of our expedition, and it
w3é onr wish owd intention to make a thorough explo-
ration. Regpect for my official character, the spemqi
tenor of my passport, and letters from MeXican authorl-
ties, gave me every facility. The prefect asgnmed that
{ was sent by my government exprossiy to explnra_ the
ruins j and every person in Palenque except our friend

ispopition would pecasit, was disposed te sasist us. Bu,
Ehelifz were acciduttal difliculties which were insupera-
ble. Firet, it wss the rainy season. This, under any.
cireumslances, wonld bave made it dificult ; but as the
raing didnot commence till three or four o’clock, and
the weather was clear alwaysin the morning, it alone
would not have beeu sufiicient to prevent our atiempting
it ; but there were other difficulties, which embarrasse
ns from the beginning, nnd vontinued during our whele
residence among the rmins, Tlhere was not an axe or
spade in the place, and, 85 usual, the only inslrument
was the machete, which here was like a short and wide-
| bladed sword ; and the

aater then &t ani other place we had visited

work was gr ]
ks f tine corn,end the Indians, un.
It was the season of planting s A e

der the immediate pressure ef famine,
with their milpas. Fhe price of an lndien’s labor was
eighteen cents per dey; but the elealde, who had the
direction of thie bra:ch of the business, would pot let
me advance to more than twenty.five cents, and 'tlm
most he would engago to 6end me was from four to six 4
day. They would not sleep ot the ruius, came late, and
‘went away early ; fometimes only two or tLree appeared,

religiottso

{he aicalde, and even heas much asthe perversity of his |

‘ silent, defying the most sumtinizing
‘inteliect. Even our

diffienlty of procuring Indiansto |

and the same men rarely came twice, £¢ that during our
-giay we had all the lndisns of the village in rotation,
Th{u increased very much our Jabor, as it made il neces-
-mary to stand over them constantly to divect their work ;
‘and just as one set began to understand precicely what
we wanted, we were obliged to teach the same to others ;
and | may remark that their labor, —thnuégh nominaily
cheap, was dearin reference to the work dene, |

At that time 1 expected to relura o Palenque ; whe-

ther 1 shall do so now of not is uncertain ;. but § am anx.
jous that it should be understood that the accounis which

butous friendsthe padres o9

The building stands with its face to the east, and mea.'

gures two hundred and twenty-eight feet {ront by one
hundred and cighty feat deep.yiisg height is nut{nure
than twenty-five feet, and ali around it had a broad pre-
ecting cornuce of stone - The front contsined fourteen
doorways,about nine feet wide each, 2nd the intervenin
F_:eta arg between six and geven feet wide. On the le
in approaching the palace) cight of the piershave fallen
down, a5 has alfo the corner on the right, and the ter-
raco underneath is cumbered with the ruins. But six
prers remain eutire, and the rest of thefront is open.

Stucce Bas-RELIEF a1 THE PaLace, Paresque.
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The building was constructed of stone, with 2 moriar w
of lime sud sand, and the whele front was covered with
stucco, and painicl. The piors were ornamented with
spirited fgures in ‘:I.m'z-r.jﬁe}, one of which is represented
in the above engraving, .On the iop are three hiero-
glyphica suuk in the sticco, 1t is enclosed by a richly-
ornamented horder, about ten feet high and six wide, of
which ouly a port now remains, The principol person.
gge stands in an upright position and in profile, exhibit.
ing an extmﬁrﬂinaprlfaqial angle of ahout forty-five de-
grecs. ‘The upper part of the head seems o have been
conipressed and lenpgihened, perhaps, by the game
cess employed upon the heads of the Choctaw and
head Indians of our own country. The head represents
q different species from any now existing in that region
of country ; and, supposing the statuee to be images of
fivin ]Jersnna%es, or the creations of artists, according
to their ideas of perfect figures, they indicate a race of
people now lost and unknown, The head-dress is evi-
dently a plume of feathers. Over the shoulders 15 a
short covering, decorated with studs, and a breastplate ;
part of the ornament of the girdle is broken ; the tuni¢ is
is probably & leopard’s skin; and the whole dress, ne

doubt, exhibils the costume of this unknown people. He |
holds in his hand a staff or sceptre, and opposite his hands |

are the marks of three hieroglyphics, which have de-
cayed or been broken off. Al his feet are too naked
figures seated cross legged, and apparently supplianis.—
A fertile imagination might find many explanations for
these strange figures, but no satisfactory interpretation

resents itgell to my miud, The hieroglyphics doubt.
fesa tell its history. The stucce is of admirable consis-

1~Iiat:+ g

heaps of rubbish, but there were no remains of lintels.
If they had been single slabs of stone, somenf them must
have been visible and prominent; and we made up our
minds that these lintels were of weod. -
Thebuilders were evidently ignorant of the princi-
ples of the arch, and the support was made by stones Iap-
ping over sathey rose,as at Ocosingo, and among the Cy-
clopepn remapins in Greece and Italy. Along thetop was
alayer of flat stone, and the sides, being plastered, pre-
sented 2 flat gurfece. The loag, unbroken corridors in
front of the palace wereprobably intended for lords and
tgentlemg.n in waiting; or perhaps, in-that beautiful posi-
ton, which, before the forest grew up, murt have com-
manded an extended view of a cultivated and inhabited
reccive the reports of
ers, and to sdminister justice, .. o,
From the centre door of this corridor a range of stone
éteps thirty feet long leads toa rectangular cBurtyard,
eighty feet long and seventy broad. On each side of the
steps are grim and gigantic figures, carved on stone in
bassp.relievo, nine or ten feet hi%l, and in a position
alightly inclined backward from the end of the steps to
the floor of the corrider. | _
Thae engraving below representsthisside of the court
yard, .

lain, the king himself satin it to
19 offic

K181 SipE oF CoURT-YARD OF PALACE AT PaLENQUE;

When we first took possession of the palace tais court-
srd was encumbered with trees, so that we could hard-
¥ 6ee across it, and it was 5o filled up with cubbish that
we were obliged to make excavations of several feet be-
fore these figures could be drawn. '
. On each side of the courtyard the palace was divided
1ato apartments, probably for sleeping. On'the right the
pieri have all fallen down. On the left they are still
standing, and ornamented with slucco fizures. In the
centre apsrtment, in one of the holes beiore referred to
of the arch, gre the remains of a wooden pole about a
foot lunf, which once stretched across, but the rest had
decayed.. it wagthe only piece of wood ‘we found at Pa.
leuque, and we did not discoverthis until otk time af
ter we had made up our minds in regard to~the wooden
lintels ovér the doors. It was much worm-eaten, snd
bably, in a few years, not a.vestiga of. itspisl be left.
., The whole courtyard was‘overgrown with treés, uud
it was encumbered with ruing several fect high, so that
the exact architectural arrangements could not be seen.
Hsving our beds In thue corridor adjoining, when we
awoke in the morning, and when we had finished the
work of the day, we had it underour eyes. Every time
we descended the steps, the grim and mysterious figures
stared us in the faee, and it became to us one of the most
jnteresting parts of the ruins, Wewere exceedingly
anxipus to make excavations, clear out the mass of rub.
bish, and lay the whole platforin hare; but this was im.
Foﬁmhle. It is probahly paved with stone or cement; and
rom the profusion of ornamentin other parts, there is
reason to believe that many-curious and interesting spe-
cimens may be brought te'light. This agreeable worl
is left for the fulure traveller, who may go there better
rovided with men and materials, and with mora know-
edge of what he hag to encotunter; and, in my opinion,
if he finds nothing new, the mere speciscle of the court
yard entire will repay him for the labor and expense of

tency, aed hard as stone, 1t wes painted, and in different

clearing it.

ADORATORIO; OR, ALTAR CASA.

by T NI 15T
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We conaidered the oratorio or aliar the most initerest-
ing portion of the ruins of Palenque; and in crder that
the readermay understend it in sl jis details, the piste
of it is presented, which shows distinctly all the combi.
nations of the doorway, with its broken ornaments, the
tablets on each side; and within the doorway is seenthe
Jarge tableton the back of the inner wall. The reader
will form {rom it some idea of the whole, and of its ef-
fect upon the stranger, when, as he climbs up the rumed
pyramdal structure, on the (hreshold of the door this
geene presentd itsell. We could not but regard it 85 a
holy place, dedicated tothe gods, and consecrated by the

ervances of g lost and 'unknown people.—
Comparatively the hand of ruin has spared it, and the
eat tablet; surviving the wreck of cleménte, stands per.
gﬁt apd entire. Lonely, deserted, and withoutany *#or-
shippers ot ite shrine, the figures and characiers are dis.
tinct ag when the people who reared it weut.up to pay
their adorations heforeit, Tous it was all. a mystery;
gaze and reach ¢
{ricnds the padres. could make no-

thing of it: sl :
Tn addition to the above, we give the following
deseription of a T
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Law Cougt AT PALENQUE.
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an escuela or .scHool,

balustrade.
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imd these 'slon&s, they said,: confained: the: tables of the
aw, - L. = S T

" There is one important fact to be noticed. The hiero-
glyphics. are the same-as were fontnd at Copan and Qut- .

‘rigua. The intermediate. country is now o¢cupied by

racegof Indians speaking many different languages,and
entirely unintelligitle to eackh other; but there 15 room
for the belief that the whole of this couniry was once
occupied by the game race, speaking the samelanguage,
or at least, having the some written characters. =
Teere is no staircase or other visible communication
between the lower and upper parts of -this building, and
the only way of reaching the latter was by, climbing a
tree which grows ¢loseageinst the wall, and the branche
es of which spread over.the rool. The roaf is laelined.-
and the sides are covered with stucco ornaments, »»ich
from exposure to the elements, and thie aseatlts of trees
and bushes, are faded and ruined;so thatit was impossi-
bleto draw them; but enough remained to give the im-
ession that, when perfect and’ painted, they must hav.:
een rich and imposing. Along the topwas a'range 0.
pillars eightecn inches high and twelve apart, m, sof -
small pieces of stone laid in mortar, and covered with
stucco, crowning which ie & fayer of flal projecting
stones, having somewhat the appearanceof a low open
» . - 1 : r!-
With these helps and the did.of the plain, the reader
will ba able to find his way through the ruined pslace of
Palenque; he will form some idea of the profusion of ita
srnaments, of their unique and siriking character, and of
their mournful effect, shrouded by irees; and perhaps
with him, as withus, fancy will:present. it as it wil be~
fore the hand of tuin had swept over.it, perfect in its ant-
plitude and rich decorations, and ogcupied by the strange
people whese portraits and figuresnow adoriiits w alls.
* Aftér this, the-travellers discovesed nther-‘r]nus at .
Yucatan, which ate also deseribed, but waich we.
havenotroomfor: . - A
All speculation isidle inregard-to the oiigmob
thede yuing, * They bear partial marks of Chinege,
Jupanese, Hindop, Jewish: and-J:gyplian oogin,

Lmiged, Andiyet, were probably erected by race

of people, distinet from- either of them, though . of

The pdisns call this Tiuilal}ilgg

it o tribunal of justice, {"Agiatic ongini -



