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EKEY WEST.

l’ntemtint Information About the Uso-
lmtea City.
From Our Gwn Correspondent
Key Wesr, Fia,, Tnesday, May 8, 18v3.

At the most extreme southerly pownt of
“Uncle SBam‘’s’” domain, beantifully siteuases
1pon a sea-gird i8le, Is the growing sommereiat
City ot Koy West, with a population of 8.008
jouls, reprosenting almost. evervy oivilized
rationality—Euglilsh, Freuch, Spauish, Mex.
san, Italian, Ohinesd, &c. About one-third of
the inhabitaots are Amoricans, and one-third
Ipanish or Cabans, abd ovoe-fourth Bahamsa
negroos. The principal source of prosperiy is
rom the oigar business, under the coatrol of
the Cubans, There are manufactared dsily
135,000 oigars, worth $10,000. The datlles acoru-
ing to the Government from this branch of
tcdustry alons exceeds $250,000 £ year. The .
ponge trade 18 an imporiant item of com-
merce here, and 18 direotly controlled by na-
tives of the Babamas, whoge early traioiog on
the reefs renders them invaluabia for that
branch of industry. Lney have seventy veasets,
of from five tu thirty tons bueden, eugaged in it,
giving employment to 850 persons, The aponga
business 18 worth $160,000 annually. Turtle fiah-
ing 18 a flourishing busioess here, g1ving employ-
ment to 100 men. They are shipped principally
to New-York and Baltimore. Smack fishing for
the Cuba market encages 100 men and fifteen ves-
sels. There are two free schools, larzely attend-
ed, here, bestdes a convent, and eight ohurebes,
tour Methodist, one Eviecopalian, two Bavtiss,
and ono Catholie. Commercial intercourse con-
rists of a weekly line of ateamers from New-
York, a somi-monthly ine from Baitimore, anaa
weekly line from New-Orleans and Galveston.
Rents are high here in conseguence of the ereat
influx of immigrants from the Bahamas and
Cuba. Tnere are two Euglish papers published
here. The Dispatch, published by Col. Crane, is
a live Repubhican journad, devoted to local in-
teresta, and Is liberally supported. The climate
is remarkable for mildneas throughout the year,
the mercury never falling below 590, and 1t does
not reach higher than 95° The thermometer
ranged from 54° to 62° In January, 59° to 83%%m
February, 53° to 89° in March, and 81° to W° in
April. The cable eonvecting Key Wost with
Havana, which was broken & year age, has been
s picked up ' and 18 in operatiou again.



