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HISTORY OF THE WAR IN KANSAS,

THE events which have recently transpired in Kansas are of such interest,
and belong so directly to the History of the ¢ Great West,” as to demand
a supplementary chapter in our work. The following summary has been
carefully compiled from letters, newspapers, and documents, put forth by doth
parties to the struggle, with a single eye to an impartial narrative of events
as they occurred.

The question of Slavery being the hinge on which the whole struggle in
Kansas turns, it will be necessary, in order to comprehend the position of the
contending parties in that Territory, to take a brief view of the history of
Slavery in this country, and the legislative action of the General Government
in relation to it.

ORbpINANCE OF 1787. Before the adoption of the Constitution, in 1789,
a majority of the States were Slaveholding. Measures had, however, been
taken in all the Northern States to abolish it, and in all except six of the
old thirteen States, it soon ceased to exist as an institution. In 1787, the
Territory lying north-west of the Ohio river, was ceded to the United States
by the States of Virginia, New York, and Connecticut. Congress accepted
the cession, and passed an ordinance for the government of the Territolx, in
which was incorporated the following provision, originally proposed by
THoMAS JEFFERSON : ' : ~

Article 6 of the “ Ordinance for the Government of the Territory of the United States,
North- West of the river Ohio. )

“ There shall be neither Slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said Territory, other-
wise than in the punishment of crime, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted ;
Provided, always, that any person escaping into the same, from whom labor or service is
lawfully due in any one of the original States, such fugitive may be lawfull; reclaimed,
and conveyed to the person claiming his or her labor or service as aforesaid.”

This constituted all the Territory belonging at that time to the United
States.

This ordinance was ratified, and full effect given to it, by the first Congress
which met under the new Constitution, in August, 1789.

Tae Missovrl CoMPROMISE.

The next action of the General Government in relation to Slavery in the
national Territories, was in the year 1820.

On the 18th of December, 1818, the petition of the Legislature of
Missouri Territory, asking for the admission of that Territory into the
Union, was presented to Congress. A bill embodying the views of the
petitioners was framed, and an amendment prohibiting the further introduc-
tion of Slavery, was adopted by a vote of 87 to 76 in the House of Repre-
sentatives. On the 15th of March, on motion of James Tallmadge, of New
York, an amendment, providing that all children born within said State
after its ggdmission shall be free at the age of twenty-five years, g;u adopted
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450 HISTORY OF THE WAR IN KANSAS.

by a vote of 79to 67. The Senate refused to concur in these two amend-
ments, and, as the House insisted on them, the bill did not pass at thas
session.

During the next session of Congress, the Missouri Bill being again under
consideration, Mr Thomas, of Illinois, proposed, on the 18th of January, 1820,
the following amencdment, in order to induce the House to yield their par-
pose of preventing the further introduction of Slavery into Missouri:

*“ And be it further enacled, That in all that Territory ceded by France to the United
States, under the name of Louisiana, which lies north of thirty-six degrees thirty minates
north latitude, excepting only such part thereof as is incladed within the limits of the
State contemplated gy this act, Slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the

pishment of crime, whereof the party shall bave been duly convicted, shall be and is

ereby forever prohibited : Prorided, alicays, That any person escaping into the same from
whom labor or service is lawfully cluimed in any State or Territory of the United States,
such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the person claiming his or her
labor or service as aforesaid.”

This proposition had the desired effect.

The question of substitutiuﬁ this compromise amendment for the amend-
ments restricting Slavery in Missouri was decided in the affirmative, in the
House, by a vote of 134 to 42. The same proposition, in the Senate, was
adopted by a vote of 33 to 11. The two Houses thus concurring with each
other, the bill passed, and Missouri was to be admitted as a Slave State
without any restriction as to Slavery, on the express condition that Slavery
should be forever prohibited in all Territory of the United States north
of 36° 30",

The Territory of Kansas was a part of this Louisiana purchase, and, as
it all lies north of 36° 30’, was included in this Missouri prohibition.

The strong excitement which this memorable contest produced both at the
North and at the South, was at that day unprecedented*. It, however,
seemed to be wholly allayed afier a few years. The North acquiesced in
the admission of Missouri, and afterward of Arkansas, (both lying south
of the line,) as Slave States, and the South acquiesced in the admission of
Towa (lying north of the line) as a Free State. But little occurred, for s
period of twenty-five years, to disturb the harmony subsisting between the
two sections of the Union.

CoNFIRMATIONS OF THE COMPROMISE.

On the admission of Texas, in 1845, by a joint resolution of March 1st,
the Missouri Compromise was reaffirmed, and its operation extended, by
the third article of the second section, declaring that such States as may be
formed out of such portion of the said Territory lying south of 4
north latitude, commonly known as the Missouri Compromise line, shall be
admitted with or without Slavery, as the people of each State asking ad-
mission may desire, and in States formed north of that line, Slavery shall
be prohibited.

When the admission of Oregon was under consideration, August 10,
1848, Mr. Douglas moved an amendment recognizing the Missouri line and
extending it to the Pacific. All the Southern Senators voted for this
proposition, and it was adopted by a vote of 33 to 21. The House, how-
ever, non-concurred in the amendment, by a vote of 121 to 82. The Senate
receded, and a clause excluding Slavery was adopted instead.

The compromise measures of 1850, though they failed when aggregated,

© See page 37
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were separately adopted. They embraced, 1st, An act to establish the
northern and western boundary of Texas, and pay that State and her credi-
tors ten millions, for the relinquishment of her claims to New Mexico—
with a provision that nothing therein contained shall be construed to impair
the validity of the third article of the second section of the joint resolution
of March 1, 1845—(the article which reaffirmed the Missouri Compromise
line ;) 2d, the establishment of the Territorial Government of New Mexico;
3d, the establishment of the Territorial Government of Utah; 4th, the ad-
mission of California; 5th, the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act; and 6th,
the suppression of the Slave Trade in the District of Columbia.

THE KANSAS-NEBRASKA BILL.

Some years after the passage of these Compromise Measures, which were
anpporte({ by their leading advocates in Congress, as a finality on the Slavery
question, Mr. Senator Douglas, of Illinois, brought forward, in the Senate, a
bill for the organization of the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska. The bill,
a8 first drawn, contained no provision relating to Slavery. Subsequently,
however, Mr. Douglas inserted an amendment, which repealed, in terms, the
prohibition of Slavery in both Territories by the Missouri Compromise.

This provision is a part of the 14th section of the bill, and reads as
follows:

“That the Constitution, and all the laws of the United States which are not locally
inapplicable, shall have the same force and effect within the said Territory of Nebrasks
as elsewhere within the United States, except the eighth section of the act preparatory
to the admission of Missouri into the Union, approved March sixth, eighteen gundred
and twenty, which, being inconsistent with the principle of non-intervention by Congresa
with Slavery in the Stutes and Territories, as recognized ‘l')rv the legislation of eighteen
bundred and fifty, commonly called the Compromise Measures, is hereby declared
inoperative and void; it being the true intent and meaning of this act not to legislate
8lavery into any Territory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people
thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic institutions in their own way,
subject only to the Constitution of the United States: Provided, That nothing herein
contained shall be construed to revive or put in force any law or regulation which may
have existed prior to the act of sixth March, eighteen hundred and twenty, either
protecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing Slavery.”

The discussion of this bill in Congress was the prelude to an exciting
and bitter contest, which soon spread throughout the country. The majority
of the people of the North, deeming this attempt to interfere with the
established legislation of the Missouri Compromise a breach of faith, and
strenuously opposed, from principle, to the extension of Slavery, were
.deeply aroused. Meetings were held in all the leading towns and cities,
and petitions and remonstrances against the measure were poured in upon
Congress. The Nebraska Bill was everywhere the current topic of conver-
sation and of the press. The South, on their part, viewed the matter at first
with comparative indifference. They had not originated the measure—the
Territoriy was as yet wholly unsettled, and too remote to be of immediate
practical importance to any of the Southern States except Missouri. Still,
in the ultimate decision, the South voted nearly as a unit for the bill.

The debate was protracted and exciting. It was argued by Mr. Douglas
and his supporters, that the measure was demanded aliie by justice and the
Democratic principle: that Congress has no power to exclude Slavery from
the Territories, any more than to establish it: that to the people of the
Territories alone belongs the rightful exercise of sovereignty over their
domestic concerns: that the national domain, being purchased by the blood



452 HISTORY OF THE WAR IN KANBAS.

and treasure of the whole country, belongs to both sections of the Uniem
alike : that the South have the same right to carry their slaves there, as the
North have to carry their horses or any other species of property: that the
Missouri Compromise was an infraction of the principle of popular sover-
eignty : that, being only an ordinary act of Congress, it was repealable by a
subsequent Congress: that the passage of the bill would not, in all pro-
bability, carry Slavery into the Territory, but that it was essential to s
great principle that the bill should pass.

On the other hand, it was strongly urged that the measure was a repeal,
not of a mere law, but a compromise of the nature of a compact, entered
into by the North and South, and binding upon both: that by the admis-
sion of Missouri and Arkansas as Slave States, the South had received her
share of the consideration, whilst it was now proposed to rob the North of
hers: that, by twenty-five years acquiescence in the prohibition, as well as by
its application to Texas and Oregon, the South were estopped from repudi-
ating 1t now: that the power of Congress to pass such a restriction, was clearly
conferred by the Constitution, giving it the entire control and regulation of
the Territories: that the doctrine of popular sovereignty in the territories
was 8 new and fallacious one, brought forward with the sole design of extend-
ing Slavery: that popular sovereignty in a new community,—in the
absence of an established constitution, would only lead to anarchy and con-
fusion: that the exclusion of Slavery by act of Congress, was mot o
just, but expedient and proper: that the Ordinance of 1787, passed by the
early Fathers of the Republic, was a wise and salutary measure, as proved
by the prosperity and wealth of the great States from which human bondage
had been excluded by it: that the claim of the South to carry her Slaves
into any Territory was unfounded, because Slavery is a mere local relation,
confined wholly to the States where it exists by law: that the inherent
injustice of the system, together with its injurious effects on human welfare,
imperatively forbid its further extension; and that this attempt to spread
Slavery over a vast Territory solemnly consecrated to freedom, was but to
renew the Slavery agitation, which would endanger the permanence of our
institutions, and destroy the harmony of the Union.

This bill, after an ever-memorable contest, passed the Senate on the 4th
of March, 1854, by a vote of 37 to 14, and passed the House of Representa-
tives on May 23, 1854, by a vote of 113 to 100.

It provided for the appointment of the Governor and Judges of the Terni-
tory by the President and Senate.

The first officers of the Territory appointed by the President were as
follows:

EXECUTIVE. SALARY.
A. H. Reeder of Penn., lately Governor---« ----vcerevceriueeennasinnnnn. $2.500
Daniel Woodson of Arkansas, Secret.ary»~--~--~-------~---~------~- PN X 1)

JUDICIARY.

Samuel Dexter Lecompte, Chief Justice:-- - c-erreereremmcimmenniinsenne.. §$ 2 000
Sanders N. Johnston, Associate Justice:----swresers sessrrseisesssaasieneee.2 000
Rush Elmore, do. dO-rv-errmrrnnrrrnrrnrnsiaraieenreeiatanareaaas 2,000
A_ndrew J, IS&&CB, Attorney’ fees. ...................................................... 25.0

J. B. Donald_gon’ Margha]’ fe@B.-eoereeennenen R RERIIEL :
All these were appointed for a term of four years commencing in 1854.

Almost immediately after the passage of the bill to organize the Terri-
tory, settlers from hﬁssouri began to move over the border. Clubs were



HISTORY OF THE WAR IN KANSAS. 458

formed to promote settlement, and meetings were held at which strong reso-
Jutions toward making Kansas a Slave State were passed. On the other
hand, a general feeling existed in the Free States, to the effect that, Congress
having fga.iled to protect Kansas from the inroads of Slavery, the question
must be met on the soil of the Territory, and, if possible, decided for
Freedom by the doctrine of “Squatter Sovereignty” itself. A very consi-
derable emigration was the result, and several ‘* Emigrant Aid Societies "
were organized, with capital held in shares, and intended to.facilitate the
speedy and economical removal of settlers from the Free States. These
organizations at once excited in the State of Missouri a feeling of intense
animosity. The fear that Kansas would be made a Free State operated with
great force in the border counties, in conzequence of a feeling of insecurity
to Slave property in such an event. The fact that, by the “ Nebraska Bill,”
the eastern boundary of Kansas had been made nearly to coincide in extent
with the western boundary of Missouri, was significant. It was necessary,
if the institution of Slavery was to flourish in security and vigor in Missouri,
that Kansas should be a Slave State. Thus the original opposition of the
Missourians to the settlement of Kansas by Free State men, grew out of the
necessity of their position, not from a feeling of antagonism to the North,
nor to the Emigrant Aid Societies, considereg simply as such. Moreover,
the immediate proximity to Missouri of the fertile soil of Kaunsas, lying in
the same latitude, and promising bountiful rewards to the planter, operated
as a strong incentive to possession. The feeling thus excited in Missouri
soon spread to other Southern States. Bound together by a common in-
terest, and that interest depending directly upon the profitable market for
Slave labor, they could not look on with indifference. The value of Slave
property is enhanced by every new field of fertile soil that can be opened
for its employment. Thus the South, having but a limited supply of pro-
ductive soil within her own borders, continually needs room to spread, and
secks new Territories for culture.

On the other hand, the North viewed with jealousy and alarm the settle-
ment of the Territory by Slaves. The two systems of Free Labor and Slave
Labor are antagonistical in interest, as well as in principle. The Free La-
borer of the North, whether native or foreign born, goes reluctantly to work
by the side of Slaves.

The feeling of opposition to the extension of Slavery, always vital in the
Northern States, had repeatedly succumbed to other considerations, until
at length it appeared as if the North were not in earnest. Again and again
had Slavery been extended by the aid of Northern votes in Congress, and it
is a significant fact, that this repeal of the Missouri restriction itself was
brought forward by a Northern Senator, passed by a Northern majority, and
approved by a Northern administration. So easy and compliant had the

orth become, that it is even probable, had the extension of Slavery over
Kansas came in any shape save the undoing of a Compromise, that the
North would have acquiesced. But, coming in the shape it did, it thoroughly
aroused the popular mind throughout the Free States, and carried the fecling
of oppositon to an unexampled hight. In the next election most of the
Northern members who had voted for the Nebraska Bill were defeated.
The agitation of the question of the Freedom of Kansas became the univer-
sal topic of discussion, and action soon followed upon discussion.

The gathering of emigrants and the formation of companies going on actively
in the North, soon led to open opposition on the part of the citizens of Mis-
souri, who seemed in a manner to consider the Territory as their own.
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On the 28d of July, 1854, a meeting was held at Weston, Mo. It had been
called by the “Platte County Self-Defensive Association.” On motion of
Dr. Bayless, resolutions were adopted declaring that the association, when-
ever called upon by any of the citizens of Kansas Territory, will hold itself
in readiness together to assist in removing any and all emigrants who go
there under the auspices of the Northern Emigration Aid Societies, and
recommending to other counties bordering on Kansas to adopt regulations
similar 1o those of this Association. The resolutions were signed by G. Gal-
loway, President, and B. F. Stringfellow, Secretary.

On the 9th of August, a meeting was held at Platte city, when the resols-
tions of the Weston meeting were amended, by adding to them expressions
declaring ‘“that those who are not for us are against us; that those who
hate Slaveholders have no right to Slaveholders’ money;” also recommend-
ing that merchants make their purchases in the cities of the Slaveholding
States. Another meeting of the association was held on the 12th of August,
at Weston, when Mr. B. F. Stringfellow offered resolutions declaring that
Negro Slavery, as it exists in our country, is neither a moral nor a political
evil to the white race, because it makes color, not money, the mark which
distinguishes classes ; that the condition of the negro is better as a Slave
than it has ever been in Freedom.

Governor Reeder arrived at Fort Leavenworth on the 6th of October, 1854,

" and soon after visited Lawrence, where he was met by the citizens, and Gen.
Pomeroy delivered an address of welcome, to which he replied, declaring
his intention to maintain, as far as possible, law and order in the Territory
—to preserve the purity of the ballot-box and the right of free speech.

On the 16th of November he was waited upon at his residence, at Fort
Leavenworth, by Messrs. F. Gwinner, D. A. N. Grover, Robt. C. Miller, Wm.
F. Dyer, and Alfred Jones, who professed to be a committee appointed by a
meeting of Kansas citizens, held at Leavenworth the day before, with a
memorial urging an immediate election for a Territorial Legislature. The
Governor received them with politeness, but stated that it was a notorious
fact that the meecting by which the committee had been appointed was com-
posed mainly of citizens of Missouri, with a few only of the citizens of Kan-
sas, that two of the Committee were undoubted residents of Missouri, the
chairman residing at Liberty, Mo., whose only attempt at a residence in the
Territory consisted of a card nailed to a tree upon ground long since occu-
pied by settlers, who had built and lived upon the claim. The president of
the meeting, Major John Dougherty, was a resident and large landholder in
Clay county, Mo., as he had subsequently stated, and the gentlemen com-
posing the meeting came from across the river, thronging the road from the
ferry to the town, being variously estimated at from two hundred to three
hundred persons, who, after the meeting, immediately returned to their homes
in Missouri. After relating the particulars of this occurrence, as having
caused deep dissatisfuction, Governor Reeder said:

‘“Few men, with all the facts before them, would be hardy enough to say that the as-
sumption is entitled to any respect. The law guarantees to us the right to manage our
own affairs, which is the great, much-discussed feature of our government, and one which
the people hiil;:iy prize, under the pledges of which the inbabitants of the Territory have
come and sta their future furtunes on our soil. The pledges of the law must be
redeemed ; and it were a poor and pitiless boon to have escaped from the domination of
Congress, if we are only to pass under the hands of another set of self-constituted rulers,
foreign to our soil, and sharing none of our burdens. It does not suit us; and I much
mistake the people of this Territory if they submit to it. One’thing I am certain of, that
baving sworn to perform the duties of the office of Governor with fidelity, I shall de-
nounce and resist it in friend or fue, and without regard to the locality, the party, the
faction, ur the ism from which it comes.”
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The first election of delegates to Congress took place November 29,
1854. This Territory was divided into nineteen districts. Gov. Reeder
appointed election judges, and instructed them to administer the oaths to
everl_‘yJerson suspected of residing in another State or Territory, and who
desired to vote. The organized army of Missourians, however, took forcible
possession of the polls, and elected General Whitfield as the delegate for Kan-
8as to the Congress of the United States. The opposition vote was divided.

Gov. Reeder issued, in March, 1855, a proclamation for the election to
take place on the 30th of that month, in which he stated that “a voter must
dwell in the Territory at the time of offering his vote; that he must then have
commenced an actual inhabitancy, which he actually intends to continue per-
manently, and he must have made the Territory his residence, to the exclu-
sion of any other home.” This proclamation was very unsatisfactory to the
pro-Slavery party.

A few days before the first Kansas election under the Nebraska Act, Gen.
Stringfellow, addressing a crowd at St. Joseph, Mo., spoke as follows—given
as in the “ Squatter Sovereign:”

“Y tell you to mark every scoundrel among you that is the least tainted with Free
Soilism or Abolitionism, and exterminate him. Neither give nor take quarter from the
~——rascals. I propose to mark them in this house, and on the present occasion, so you
may crush them out. To those who have qualms of conscience as to violating laws, State
or National, the time has come when such impositions must be disregarded, as your rights
and property are in danger; and I advise you, one and all, to enter every election districs
in Kansas, 1n defiance of Reeder and his vile myrmidons, and vote at the point of the
bowie knife and revolver. Neither give nor take quarter, as our case demands it. It is
enough that the Slaveholding interest wills it, from which there is no appeal. Whas
right has Gov Reeder to rule Missourians in Kansns? His J)roclamution and prescribed
oath must be repudiated. It is your interest to do so. Mind that Slavery is established
where it is not prohibited.”

On the 30th of March, a body of five thousand men from Missouri, regularly
officered and disciplined, seized on all the polls in each election district in Kan-
sas; appointed their own judges, where those previously appointed would not
conform to their requirements, and cast about three-fourths of the votes
polled, returning pro-Slavery men to the prospective Legislature, from every
district in the Territory. .

The Kansas Herald, an organ of both the administration and pro-Slavery
party, announced the result of the Legislative election in the Territory im-
mediately afterward as follows:

* Yesterday was a proud and glorious day for the friends of Southern Rights. The

triumph of the pro-Slavery party was complete and overwhelming. Come on, Southern
men ! bring your slaves and fill up the Territory! Kansax is saved.”

The Squatter Sovereign, published in Missouri, thus announced the result

of the election, the day after it closed:
INpspPewDENCE, March 31, 1855.

*Several hundred emigrants from Kansas have just entered our city. They were
preceded by the Westport and Independence brass bands. They came in at the west side
of the public square, and procceded entirely around it, the Lunds cheering us with fine
music, and the emigrants with good news. Immediately fillowing the bands were two
hundred horsemen 1n regular order; following these were one hundred and fifty wagons,
carriages, etc. Thoy gave repeated cheers for Kansas and Missouri. They report that
not an anti-Slavery man will be in the Legislature of Kansas. We have made a clean
sweep.”

A letter written at Brunswick, in Missouri, dated April 20, 1855, and pub-
lished in the New York Herald, says that

 From five to seven thousand men started from Missouri to attend the election, some
o remove, but the most to return to their families, with an intention, if they liked the



466 HISTORY OF THE WAR IN KANBAS.

Territory, to make it their permanent sbode at the earliest moment practicable. Bt they
iotended to vote. The Missvurians were, many of them, Duuglas men. There were eae
hundred and fifty voters from this county, one hundred and seventy-five from Howard, ome
hundred from Cooper. Indeed, every eounty furnished its quota; and when they s=t out %
looked liked an army. ® # 2 They wetearmed. ¢ # And, as there were no housss im
the Territory, they carried tents. Their mission was a peaceable one — to vote, and to drive
down stakes for their future homes. After the election, some fifteen hundred of the vofsss
sent a committee to Mr. Reeder, to ascertain if it was his purpose to ratify the election. Ha
answered that it was, and that the majority at an election must carry the day. But it is et
to be deuied that the fiftcen hundred, apprehending that the Guvernor might attempt to m
the tyrant — since his conduct had already been insidious and unjust — wore on their
bunches of hemp. They were resolved, if a tyrant attempted to trample upon the rights ef
the sovereign people, to hang him.”

The Hon. David R. Atchison, a direct and out-spoken man, who" never
shrinks from responsibility, and who is confessedly eminent at once as a
political leader in Missouri, and as a leader of the pro-Slavery movement
therein directed against Kansas, in a speech reported as having been made to

his fellow citizens, said :

“] saw it with my own eyes. These men came with the avowed pu of driving or
expelling you from the Territory. What did I advise you to do? y, meet them at
their own e. When the first election came off, I told you to go over and vote You
did 80, and beat them. We, our party in Kansas, nominated Gen. Whitfield. They, the
Abolitionists, nominated Flenniken ; not Flanegan, for Flanegan was a good, honest mam,
but Flenniken. Well, the next day after the election, that same Flenniken, with thres
hundred of his voters, left the Territory, and has never returned—no, never returned !

“ Well, what next? Ww. an election for members of the Lwhslature, to organize the
Territory, must be held. What did I advise you to do then? y. meet them on their
own ground, and beat them at their own game again ; and, cold and inclement as ths
weather was, I went over with a company of men. My object in going was not to vote;
I had not a right to vote, unless I had disfranchised myself in Missouri. I was not
within two miles of a voting place. My object in going was not to vote, but to settle s
difficulty between two of our candidates; and the Abolitionists of the North said, and
published it abroad, that Atchison was there, with bowie ‘knife and reﬁolver, and, by —,
it was true. I never did go into that Territory I never intend to go into that Territory,
without being prepared for all such kind of cattle. Well, we beat them, and Gov. Reeder
gave certificates to a majority of all the members of both Houses; and then, after they
were organized, as everybody will admit, they were the only competent persons to ssy
who were and who were not members of the same.”

The road between Westport and Lawrence was filled with covered ns
loaded with Missourians, who made no secret of their going into m-
ritory to vote, and then returning. Long before the ballot-boxes were
closed, hundreds were returning to their Missouri homes.

At many of the polling places, violence was used to forcibly ejeet those
having legal possession of the polls previous to this foreign arrival. The
polls were thus taken possession of by the Missourians, who made their
own returns as to the results of the election.

Soon after the election, applications for certificates were made to Gov.
Reeder by the persons declared to have been elected as members of the
Kaunsas Legislature. The Governor granted certificates to all those against
whom no petitions or affidavits were filed. Those members, who the Gov-
ernor was satisfied, by sufficient evidence, had been fraudulently elected,
were refused certificates, and a new clection ordered in their several districts.

On Saturday, April 14,1855, two hundred citizens of Platte County, Mo.,
assembled at Parkville, Mo., and attacked’ the office of T%e Luminary,
which they had charged with Free State proclivities on the Kansas ques-
tion. They destroyed the fixtures and threw the press into the river. The
editors were absent at the time, or they would have been violently dealt with.

On the 30th of April, there was a political gathering at Leavenworth
city, when Malcolm Clark, & prominent pro-Slavery politician, cried out,
after & question had beemn put by the chair: ‘“ We have the Majority.”



Lawrence.

- The above Views in KANSAS, were taken for this work in May, 1856.
- The large building, in the central part of the engraving of Lawrence, is the
. Free State Hotel, which was destroyed the week after this view was drawn.

Nea# the river bank is seen a breastwork, which had been erected for defense
‘by the citizens.

Eatered, socording to Act of Congress, in the year 1868, by HENRY HOWE, in the Clerk’s Office of the
District Court of the United States, for the Southern District of Obio.
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To this a lawyer named McCres, replied : ““ It’s a lie;” whereupon Clark
struck him with a club, which seat him stunned and staggering against a
wall. As soon as he recovered, McCrea drew a revolver and shot Clark,
killing him instantly. McCrea was hotly pursued by Clark’s friends, but
escaped the shots fired at him. Ile ran into the river, and escaped to his
friends, but was finally delivered up to the authorities.
On the 17th of May, 1855, fourteen of the Missourians crossed the river
at Leavenworth, and seized Mr. William Phillips, one of the most intelli-
ent and respectgble citizens, a lawyer, who had contested the election in
Eis district (the 16th), on which account a new election was ordered. He
was taken several miles into Missouri, one side of his head shaved, and all
his clothes stripped off. He was then tarred and feathered. They next
rode him on a rail & mile and & half; put him up at auction, and sold him
at one dollar, as an insult to such as were opposed to the sale of Slaves.
He was then taken home by his purchaser.

On the 2d of July, the Legislature assembled according to the proclamation
of the Governor at Pawnee, when it was organized by the choice of Daniel
S. Stringfellow as speaker.

On his election, Speaker Stringfellow addressed the house, and, after
thanking them for the honor cenferred upon him, congratulated his friends
upon the triumph of pro-Slavery principles in the I%egislature, expressing
his conviction that the destinies of the Union would hang upon their action.

The next day Gov. Reeder’s message was received. In it the Governor
contended for the right of the people of Kansas to settle their own affairs,
uninfluenced by those of other States; declared that the Territorial Legis-
lature might act on the question of Slavery to a limited and partial extent,
and temporarily regulate it in the Territory ; showed what laws were then
in force; directed attention to the definition of the boundaries of counties
and districts, and the qualification of voters; recommended a stringent
Liquor Law on accouut of the Indians; thought that a light tax only would
be required, and that fpx'e-emptions might be taxed ; recommended the imme-
diate establishinent of a seat of government, and announced the following as
the population of the Territory.

DesTRIOTS. ‘ Males. l Females. , Veters. ' Nativea. ' Foreig's. ‘ Slaves. i Tosal,
i.. 623 239 269 867 75 — 963
TR 36 203 19 506 19 7 518 |
1. 161 9l 102 25 12 6 259
. 106 7 57 169 2 1 177
| v #2¢ | s8 | w2 | 13% | = | 2% | 140
VI 2 38 53 791 12 M 810
viL....o. 82 % 53 117 1 1 118
vii.....: 56 o » 76 6 10 83
X, 6t 25 36 12 3 85
X, 97 5 3 103 23 = 151
> TO0N 33 3 24 38 . — 36
x| e 89 78 o6 5 7 23
X, 168 16 % 13 H 14 anu
xive.l| ess 512 333 301 1 3B | 1,067
V... e 3 308 846 16 15 873
VI 708 a5 385 104 | 104 33 | 1,83
xvilo)| m 59 8 | 1,00 5 23 150 -
XvVIL...... - - 28 - - = -
| Total 5088 | 3913 | 2877 | 7.6 | 403 | 193 | 6560
. D et
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A report was received from the Committee on Contcsted Elections, which
had been empowered to send for persons and papers, recommending that
the Free State members who had been elected in the place of those to whom
Gov. Reeder had refused certificates be ejected from their seats, and those
previously returned, as elected in March, be received as members without the
certificates of the Governor. The report stated that the Committee had
received a bundle of papers from the governor in relation to the contested
seats; but having determined before they came how to proceed in the mat-
ter, they had decided neither to open the papers, nor to examine the partics.
This report was adopted by a large majority, and the action protested
against by the members who were thus expelled from the House, which pro-
test the House refused to have recorded on the Journal. In the course of
the first week the Legislature passed an act removing the seat of govern-
ment from Pawnee to the Shawnee Manual Labor School. the act to take
effect from and after its passage; also, an act adopting the laws generally
of Missouri, as the laws of Kansas. On the 6th of July, the Governor
vetoed the bill removing the seat of government. The Legislature then
passed it by a two-thirds vote, and immediately adjourned to meet accord-
ing to said act. When the Committee waited on Gov. Reeder to inform him
of the action of the House, he replied in very distinct terms, that he would
not recognize any further action of theirs, but would consider the Legislature
dissolved by that act.

Both branches of the Legislature were then composed of pro-Slavery men,
with but one exception. Meetings were being held throughout the Territory,
disavowing the authority of the self-constituted Legislature.

On the 16th of July, the two Houses met pursuant to adjournment at the
Shawnee Mission. A bill was reccived from the Council autkorizing the
Marshal of the Territory to confine persons convicted or charged with crimi-
nal offences in the Territory, in any jail in the State of Missouri.

A bill was introduced requiring citizens emigrating from Massachusets or
other Northern States, which have annulled or may hereafter nullify the laws
of the United States, on entering Kansas to take an oath of allegiance to
support the Constitution and laws of the United States and the laws of this
Territory. Also, a bill authorizing the collection of a poll-tax on the resi-
dents in the Territory.

On the 22d of July, Samuel D. Houston, the only Free State member of
the House of Assembly, resigned his seat, giving as a reason for so doi
the introduction of illegal elements into the body, and the nullification of its
own proceedings by its ille%z;l removal from Pawnee, and declaring that
some of the members of the House were not then, and never had been, resi-
dents of the Territory, but were living in the State of Missouri.

The Legislature, finding themselves in this dilemma, drew up a memorial
to the President of the United States, giving a history of the Territory, rep-
resenting that the Governor had been guilty of speculation in land ; of assum-
ing undue authority in his proclamation; of delaying the meeting of the
Legislature until the 2d of July, and then of returning bills, refusing his
assent to the same; also declaring the incompetency of the Governor, and
praying for his removal. A committee was dispatched to Washington with
this memorial.

. July 25th, the two Houses went into joint session, and elected the various
County Officers, for the several counties into which they had divided the
Territory. These appointments were for siz years.

Among the acts passed by the Legislature were the following:
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AN ACT TO PUNISH OFFENSES AGAINST SLAVE PROPERTY.

Secrion 1. Be it enacled by the Governor and Legislative Assembly of the Territory of
Kansas, That every person, bond or free, who shall be convicted of actually raising a
zebe:]lion or insurrection of Slaves, free negroes, or mulattoes, in this Territory, shall suffer

eath. ’

Sec. 2. Every free person who shall aid or assist in any rebellion or insurrection of
Slaves, free negroes, or mulattoes, or shall furnish arms, or do any overt act in furtherance
of such rebellion or insurection, shall suffer death.

Sec. 3. If any free person shall by speaking, or writing, or printing, advise, persuade, or
induce any Slaves to rebel, conspire against, or murder any citizen of the Territory, or
shall bring into,‘})rint, write, publish, or circulate, or cause to be brought into, printed,
written, published, or circulated, or shall knowingly aid or assist in the bringing into,
printing, writing, publishing, or circulating in this Territory any book, paper, magazine,
pamphlet, or circular for the purpose of exciting insurrection, rebellion, revolt, or con-
spiracy, on the part of the Slaves, frec negroes or mulatoes against the citizens of the

erritory or any part of them, such persons shall be guilty of felony and suffer death.

Sec. 4. If any person shall entice, decoy, or carry away out of this Territory, any
Slave belonging to another, with the intent to deprive the owner thereof of the services
of such Slave, or with intent to effect or procure the freedom of such Slaves, he shall
be adjudged guilty of grand. larceny, and on conviction thereof shall suffer death, or be
imprisoned at hard labor for not less than ten years.

ec. 5. If any person aid or assist in enticing, decoying, or persuading, or carrying
away, or sending out of thia Territory, any Slave belong to another, with intent to procure
or effect the freedom of such Slave, or with intent to deprive the owner thereof of the
services of such Slave, he shall be adjudged guilty of grand larceny, and on conviction
thereof shall suffer death, or be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than ten years.

Sec. 6. If any person shall entice, decoy, or carry away out of any State or Territory
of the United States any Slave belonging to another, with intent to procure or effect the
freedom of such Slave, or to deprive the owner thereof of the services of such Slave, and
shall bring such Slave into this Territory, he shall be adjudged guilty of graad larceny,
in the same manner as if such Slaves had been enticed, decoyed, or earried awny out of this
Territory; and in such case the larceny may be charged to have been committed in any
eounty of this Territory, into or through which such Slave shall have heen brought by
such person; and on conviction thereof the person offending shall suffer death, or be
imprisoned at hard labor for not less than ten years.

ec. 7. If any person shall entice, or persuade, or induce any Slave to escape from the
service of his master or owner in this Territory, or shall aid or assist any Slave in
escaping from the service of his master or owner, or shall assist, harbor, or conceal any
Slave who may have escaped from the service of his master or owner, he shall be deemed
ilty of felony, and punished by imprisonment at hard labor for « term of not less than
five years.

S:{:. 8. If a:g erson in this Territory shall aid or assist, harhor, or conceal any Slave
who has escaped from the service of his master or owner in another State or Territory,
such person shall be punished in like manner as if such Slave had escaped from the
service of his master or owner in this Territory.

Sec. 9. If any person shall resist any officer while attempting to arrest any Slave that
may have escaped from the service of his master or owner, or shall rescue such Slave when
in the custody of any officer or other person who may have such Slave in enstody, whether
such Slave may have escaped frum the service of his master or owner in this Territory or
in any other State or Territory, the person so offending shall be™ guilty of feluny, und
punished by imprisonment at hard labor for & term of not less than two years.

8ec. 10. If any Marshal, Sheriff. or Constable, or the Deputy of any such officer,
shall, when required by any person, refuse to aid or assist in the arrest and capture of
any Slave that may have escaped from the service of master or owner, whether such
8lave shall have escaped from his master or owner in this Territory, or any State or other
Territory, such officer shall be fined in a sum of not less than one hundred, or more than
five hundred dollars.

Skc. 11. If any persoun print, write, introduce into, publish, or circulate, or cause to be
brought inte, printed, written, published, or circulated, or shall knowingly aid or nasist
in bringing into, printing, publishing, or circulating within this Territory, any book, pa-
per, pamphlet, magazine, handbill, or circular, containing any statements, arguments,
opinion, sentiment, doctrine, advice, or inuendo, calculated to produce a disorderly, dan-

erous, or rebellious disaffection among the Slaves in this Territory, or to induce such
gltwes to encape from the service of their masters, or to resist their authority, he shall be
Euilty of felony, and be punished by imprisonment at hard labor for a term not less than
ve years.
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8ec. 12 If any free by speaking or wri sssert o maintain thet
bave not the right to hold Slaves in this Territory, or shall introduce into this Territory,
print, publish, write, circulate, or couse to be introduced into this Territory, written,
pnnted'.) pablisbed, or circulated in shis Territory, sny beok, psper, magasine, ;-Fhle,
or circular, containing any denisl of the right of persons to hold Slaves in this Terntory,
such person shall be deemed guilty of felony, and punished by imprisonmest st hard
labor for & term of not less than two yenars. .

Szc. 13. No person who is eomscientionsly oppesed to holding Slaves, or who does not
admit the right to hold Slaves in this Territory, shall sit as a juror on the trial of may
prosecution for any violation of any of the seetions of this acs

This act to take effect and be in force from and after the 15th day of September,
A. D. 1855.

Attest, J. M. Lruz, Clerk. J. . STRIKGFELLOW, Speaker of the House

Attest, J. A. Haroerxay, Clerk. THOMAS JOHNSON, President of the Couneil

An Act to punish persons decoying Slaves from their masters:

8gcrion 1. Be it enacled by the Governer and Legislative Assemdly of Kansas Terrs-
fory, That if any person shall entice, decoy, or carry away out of this Territory,
Slave belonging to another, with intent to deprive the owner thereof of the services
sach Slave, or with intent to effect or proeure the freedom of such Slaves, he shall be
adjuged guilty of grand larceny, and on conviction thereof shall suffer death.

Sec. 2 If any n shall aid or assist in enticing, decoying, or perseading, or carry-
ing away, or sending out of this Territory, any Slave beloaging to another, with intent to
procare or effect the freedom of such Slave, er with intent to deprive the owner thereof
of the services of such Slave, he shall be adjudged guilty of grand larceny, and om cce-
viction thereof shall sauffer death.

Szc 3. If any person shall emtice, deeo{, or earry awsy out of any State or other
Territory of the United States, any Slave belonging to another, with intent to procure or
effect the freedom of such Slave, or to deprive the owner thereof of the services of smch
Slave, and shall bring such Slave into this Territory, he shall be adjudged guilty of grand
larceny, in the same manner as if sach Slave bad enticed, decoyed, or carried away
out of this Territory : in such case the larceny may be ch to have been commitied
in any county of this Territory into or throngz whieh sach Slave shall have been broaght
by such person, and, on conviction thereof, the person offending shall saffer death.

An Act to regulate Elections:

Secrion 1. Be it enacted, ete., That every froe white male eitisen of the United States,
and every free male Indian who is made a citizen by trmti\or otherwise, and over the age
of twenty-one years, who shall be an inhabitant of this Territory, and of the county oc
district in which be offers to vote, and shall have rid a Territorial tax, shall be a qualified
elector for all elective officers ; and all Indians who are inhabitants of this Territory, and
who may have adopted the customs of the white man, and who are liable to pay taxes,
shall be deemed citizsens : Provided, That no soldier, seaman or mariner in the regulsr
army or navy of the United States, shall be entitled to vote by reason of being on service
therein : And provided further, That no person who shall have been convicted of any
violation of any of the provisions of an act of Congress entitled " An Act respecting
fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from the service of their masaters,” lsmd
Feima 12, 1793, or of an act to amend and supplementary to said Act. approved Sep-
tember?S, 1850 ; whether such conviction were bg criminal proceeding or by civil action
for the recovery of any penalty prescribed by either of said Acts, in any Court of the
United States, or of any State or Territory, of any offense deemed infamous, shall not be
entitled to vote at any election, or to hold any office in this Territory : And prowided fr-
ther, That if any person offering to vote s be challenged and be required to take an
oath or affirmation, to be administered by one of the Judges of the Election that he will
sustain the provisions of the above-recited Acts of Congress, and of the Act entitled : “An
Act to organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas,” approved May 30, 1854, and
shall refuse to take such oath or affirmatien, the vote of such person shall be rejected.

An Act supplemental to an Act to provide for the collection of the

Revenue:

SecrioN 1. Be it enacted, elc., That in addition to the provisions of an Act entitled
““ An Act for the Collection of the Revenue,” the Sheriff of each and every county shall
Qu or before the first Monday of October, A. D. 1855, collect the sam of one dollar as s
poll tax from each person in the said Territory of Kansas who is or may be eatitled tc
vote in said Territory, as provided in said Act, to which this is supplementary.
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An Act designating Lecompton as the capital of the Territory.

An Act appointing but one voting district for each precinct.

An Act decreeing that aliens desirous of becoming citizens shall take an oath to support
the Constitution, Organic Act, and Fugitive Slave Law.

On the arrival of Gov. Recder at the Shawnee Mission, on the 16th of
July, he found a letter from Secretary Marcy, informing him that he was
suspended on the plea of speculation in Kaw lands. ‘I%xe duties of Gov-
ernor then devolved, pro tem., upon the Secretary of the Territory.

The office of Governor was then offered to John L. Dawson, of Penn-
sylvania, the author of the Homestead Bill, but he respectfully declined
the appointment.

Judge Elmore, Associate of the Snpreme Court of Kansas, was removed
on similar grounds to those assigned for the displacement of Governor
Reeder, and Judge Moore, of Alabama, was appointed snccessor.

Subsequently, Wilson Shannon, of Ohio, received the appointment of
Governor and proceeded to the Territory, where he arrived early in Sep-
tember. On his arrival in Westport, (Missouri,) he declared publicly to
the people: *The enactments of your Legislature are valid, and 1 have
the will, and am clothed with the power, to employ whatever force is
necessary to carry them into execution; and I call upon you to sustain
me in the discharge of this duty.

‘| think, with reference to Slavery, that as Missonri and Kansas and
adjoining States—as much of that immense trade up the Missouri, is
already rivaling the commerce between the United States and some foreign
conntrivs, and must necessarily lead to a great trade and perpetunal inter-
course between themn,—it would be well it their instztutzons ihould Zar-
monize; otherwise there will be continual quarrels and border feuds. 1
am for slavery in Kansas.” It is but just to the Governor to state, that
he has denied some of the positions as reported in this speech; but his
subsequent conduct towards the Free State people seems to convict him.

SETTLEMENTS.

The principal towns in Kansas are Lawrence, Leavenworth, Pawnee,
Topeka, Ossawattamie, Boston, and Grasshopper Falls. These, except
Leavenworth, have sprung from the efforts of Northern men, and are chiefly
composed of industrious mechanics, farmers, etc., with mills, churches, and
newspapers.

On the 5th of September, 1855, a Free State Convention was held at
Big Springs. It was numerously and respectably attended, numbering in
all one hundred delegates.

This Convention, among other resolutions, resolved to repudiate all the
acts of the so-called Legislature of Kansas; to take no part in the election
of a delegate to Congress which that body had appointed ; but to appoint
an election to take place one week after that appointed by the Legislature.
Ex-Governor Reeder was agreed upon as the candidate of the Free State
party. It was expected that he would be elected on the occasion without
opposition; and as General Whitfield would be elected by the Missourians,
the effect would be to bring the question of popular rights in Kansas be-
fore the House of Representatives, at Washington.

A Convention assembled at Topeka, on the 19th of September, to consider
the expediency of the immediate formation of a State Government. Ten
districts were represented by the thirty-nine delegates. President—Wx.
Y. RoBERTS, of &uhington.
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Numerous resolutions were adopted. The first, “ By the people of Kan-
sas Territory, in Delegate Convention assembled,” authorizes the holding sn
election on the second Tuesday of October, in the several precincts of the
Territory, for members of a Convention to form a State Constitution, prepa-
ratory to application for admission into the Union.

The second apportions the delegates, and fixes their number at 52—twice
the number of representatives in the Legislature.

The third provides for an ¢ Executive Committee of Kansas Territory ” of
seven members, who shall have the general superintendence of the affairs of
the Territory, so far as regards the organization of a State Government.

The fourth resolution provides for the manner of conducting the election.
The fifth for proclaiming the names of the delegates elected to the said Con-
vention.

The sixth, that the Constitutional Convention shall be held at Topeka on
the fourth Tuesday of October next.

The election for a Delegate to Congress, ordered by the pro-Slavery
Legislature sitting at Shawnee Mission, was held as directed, on the 1st of
October, and was conducted as usual. The voters had mainly come over
from Missouri on purpose; they did not seem to be so numerous as on
former occasions, but made up the deficiency by voting oftener. Altogether
they polled some two thousand eight hundred votes for Whitfield, who was of
course declared elected.

On the 9th of October, pursuant to notice, the Free State men held their
election. They allowed no non-resident to vote, and no resident who had
not been such for at least thirty days; they had regular inspectors, opened
their polls, closed them, and counted the ballots with due regularity, returned
some two thousand four hundred votes cast—nearly all for Gov. Reeder as
delegate. They also elected delegates from the several districts to a Con-
stitutional Convention to assemble at Topeka on the fourth Tuesday of the
month, as aforesaid, and form a State Convention.

That Convention assembled accordingly, and chose Col. James H. Lane
its president. Col. Lane was a member of the last Congress from Indiana,
and warmly supported the Nebraska Bill; many other members were of sim-
ilar political views, and much time was ccnsumed in an attempt to obtaim
from the Convention an indorsement of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill. This, it
was confidently stated by several of the members, would secure the support
of Douglas, Cass, and other leading squatter-sovereignty members of Con-
gress, for the State organization, and would thus insure its sanction by that
body. But the majority of the Convention seemed not to estimate at so
high a value the friendship of those persons, or to regard their aid as muoch
to be relied upon, and this proposition, after being once carried, was finally
discarded. Another matter of warm discussion was, whether the new State
Government should be inaugurated at once, or should wait to receive the
sanction of Congress. Dr. Robinson and other eastern delegates were in
favor of the latter course. For the former, the example of California was
urged, and the absolute necessity of providing forthwith a government for the
Territory, that which had been intended to be organized under the Kansas-
Nebraska Act having come to nothing in consequence of the Missouri inva-
sion. This latter argument it was not easy to answer, and the immediate
organization was finally carried. It was provided that the Constitution, as
adopted, should be submitted to the votes of the people on the 15th of
Deccmber, and if sustained by a majority of the voters, that the election un-
der it for State officers should take place on the third Tuesday in January.
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Though it was Provided, by the Bill of Rights, that ¢Slavery shall not
exist in the State,” yet to avoid any charge of ultraism, it was also, with
strange inconsistency, provided that this prohibition should not go into
operation until the 4th of July, 1857, thus giving the slaveholders ample
time to remove their slaves. A clause prohibiting the settlement of free
negroes in the State was strongly urged by many members; and it was
finally agreed to submit such a provision to the people in a separate article.

The Convention having completed its labors, adjourned on the 11th of
November.

In cancus the Convention adopted the annexed resolutions: —

Resolved, That we recognize but two political parties in this Territory, namely, a Free-
State and a pro-Slavery party; and in our party no test should be required for office
except honesty, ability, and devotion to the Free State cause.

Resolved, That a State Convention be held in the city of Lawrence, on the 22d day of
December, to nominate State officers.

Immediately after the adjournment of the Free-State Convention, the
leaders of the pro-Slavery party called “a Law and Order Convention,”
which met at Leavenworth on the 14th of November. Governor Shannon
Y)resided, and Judges Lecompte and Elmore acted as Vice Presidents, and

r. Stringfellow as Secretary. The resolutions sustain the Kansas Act,
assail Reeder, call the Topeka Convention a treasonable assemblage, endorse
Governor Shannon, and pledge the law and order-loving, State rights-loving,
Union-loving party to the support of the Executive and the laws of the Ter-
ritory. The Convention then adjourned.

On the 22d of November, a murder was committed by one Coleman, at
Hickory Point, about twelve miles north of Lawrence. This Coleman way-
1aid and shot a neighbor of his named Dow, because Dow had complained of
trespasses by Coleman on his claim. The murderer and his accomplices fled
to Lecompton to Governor Shannon, and the step taken for the punish-
ment of this murder was to send a Missouri Postmaster, named Jones, whom
the Legislature had made Sheriff of Douglas County, to arrest a man named
Branson, at whose house Dow lodged, and against whom Coleman swore a
complaint that he was in fear of his life. Branson was released from arrest
by a party of his neighbors, and took refuge in Lawrence. The Sheriff gave
out that Shannon hag promised to back him with ten thousand men, and the
people of Lawrence armed and associated for mutual defense. The most ex-
travagant rumors were spread through Missouri, and telegraphed eastward.

Shannon even telegraphed to thegPresident for authority to call out the
United States troops in Fort Leavenworth. Large bodies of Missourians
marched to Shannon’s assistance, but the rumors of Sharp’s rifles at Law-
rence appear to have prevented an attack.

This transaction became the moving cause of an unprecedented excite-
ment. Gov. Shannon issued his proclamation, which was circulated through
the border countics of Missouri; and Platte, Clay, Sabine, Howard, Carlisle,
and Jefferson, each contributed a volunteer company, recruited from
the road-side, and armed with such weapons as chance afforded, which were
denominated the “shot-gun militia.” This force was under the command
of a Missouri officer, and bore with them two wagon loads of rifles, belongin
to Missouri, drawn by six mules, from the arsenal at Jefferson city; an
seven pieces of cannon, belonging to the United States, from its arsenal at
Liberty, Mo. This formidable array numbered nearly eighteen hundred
men, who crossed the borders, and encamped at Wakerusa, over against the
doomed city of Lawrence, which was now threatened with destruction.
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Gov. Shannon ascoompanied the troops, as did also Chief Justice Lecompte,
and David R. Atchison.

For more than a week the invading force continued encamped, and deadly
conflict seemed imminent.

Fortunately for the peace of the country a direct conflict between the
opposing forces was avoided by an amicable arrangement. The loases
sustained by the settlers in property taken, and time and money e ded
in their own cefense, added much to the trials incident to a new settlement.
Many persons were unlawfully taken and detained—in some cases under
circumstances of gross cruelty. This was especially so in the arrest and
treatment of Dr. G. A. Cutter and G. F. Warren. They were taken with-
out cause or warrant, sixty miles from Lawrence, and when Dr. Cutter was
quite sick. They were compelled to go to the camp, at Lawrence, were put
into the custody of Sheriff Jones, who had no process to arrest them—they were
taken into a small room kept as a liquor shop, which was open and very cold
That night Jones came in with others and went to “playing poker, at 25
cents ante.” The prisoners were obliged to sit up all night, as there was no
room to lie down when the men were playing. Jones insulted them fre-
quently, and told one of them he must either “tell or swing.” The
then objected to this treatment of prisoners, and Jone;nﬁesist.ed. F.
Warren thus describes their subsequent conduct :—

“They then carried us down to their camp. Kelley, of the igm, who
lives ineyAwhiaon, came round and said he tln};'sted foryblood, m&mm liks to
hang us on the first tree. Cutter was very weak, and that excited him so that he became
delirious. They sent for three doctors—who came. Dr. Stringfellow was one of them.
They remained there with Cutter until after midnight, and then took him up to the office,
a8 it was very cold in camp.”

During the foray, either George W. Clark, or Mr. Burns, murdered Thomas
Barber, while the imaer was on the highway, on the road from Lawrence to
his claim. Both fired at him, and it is impossible from the proof to tefl
whose shot was fatal. The “report of the Investigating Committee” of
Congress thus speaks of this invasion:

“ Among the many acts of lawless violence which it has been the duty of
your committee to investigate, this invasion of Lawrence is the most de-
fenceless. A comparison of the facts proven, with the official statements
of the officers of the government, will show how groundless were the pre-
texts which gave rise to it. A community in which no crime had been com-
mitted by any of its members, against none of whom had a warrant beea
issued or a complaint made, who had resisted no process in the hands of s
real or pretended officer, was threatened with destruction in the name of
“law and order,” and that, too, by men who marched from a nei%hhnr
ing State, with arms obtained by force, and who, in every their
%rogreu, violated many laws, and among others the constitation of the

nited States.

“The chief guilt of it must rest on Samuel J. Jones. His character is
illustrated by his language st Lecompton, when peace was made. ‘He
said Major Clark and Burns both claimed the credit of killing that d—d
abolitionist, and he didn 't know which ought to have it. If Shannon hadn’t
been & d—d old fool that peace would never have been declared. He would
have wi&od Lawrence out. He had men and means enough to do it.’ ”

On the 8th of December, 1855, the invading army retired from Law-
rence Gov. Shannon having entered into a treaty with the inhsbitants, by

which the people agreed not to obstruct the serving of process, by the
proper officers, within their limita.
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On the 15th of December, 1855, the new Free State Constitution,
adopted by the Topeka Conventiori, was voted on by the people. Little
interruption was experienced, except at Leavenworth, where the Free State
citizens were overawed and prevented from holding their meeting.

On the 22d, while the editor of The Zerritorial Register, the Free State
paper at Leavenworth, was absent, attending a Convention to nominate
officers under the Free State Constitution, his office was attacked by a Mis-
souri mob, and his press destroyed. :

The President, in his Annual Mcssage, had told Congress that nothing
had yet occurred in Kansas that would justify any intervention on his part.
But, officers having been chosen under the Topeka Constitution — under
which Constitution the House of Representatives has since voted to admit
Kansas into the Union—he hastened, on the 24th of January, 1850, to send
a special Message, indorsing the pro-Slavery Legislature and ccde, and
representing the formation of the Frce State Government as equivalent to
an act of rebellion, such as at last called for the interference of the United
States Government.

This was followed up by a proclamation, directed against the Froe State
men, dated the 11th of February. This proclamation assumes the binding
force of the code of laws enacted by the pro-Slavery Legislature, and the
duty of all citizens to submit to them and to assist in their enforcement.

Notwithstanding this Mproclamation, the Topeka Legislature met and
organized on the 4th of March. They chose Senators and passed certain
acts, but determined not to make any assumption of the actnal adminis-
tration of affairs till Congress had acted upon the question of the admis-
sion of Kansas under the Topeka Constitution.

It was upon the strength of these proceedings that indictments for high
treason were found against Charles Robinson, Geo. W. Brown, ex-Gov.
Reeder, Gen. Lane, Geo. W. Deitzler and others, who had participated in
the formation of the State Government. Messrs. Robinson, Brown, Deitz-
ler and several otRers, were arrested and imprisoned at Lecompton during
the entire summer, guarded by United States Dragoons.

On the 19th of March, 1856, the House of Representatives, at Wash-
ington, having under consideration the conflicting claims of Gov. Reeder
and Gov. Whitfield to represent the Territory of Kansas in Congress,
appointed £ commission to proceed to Kansas and investigate fully the
facts as to the election of Representatives. This committee was composed
of Mr. Howard of Michigan,gdr. Sherman of Ohio, Mr. Oliver of Missouri.
They arrived at Lawrence on the 17th of April, and proceeded immedi-
ately to take testimony in relation to the matters in dispute.

We here give the following extract from the Report of the Kansas Inves-
tigating Committee :
The alleged causes of the invasion of March, 1855, are included in the following charges :

L That the New England Aid Society of Boston was then importing into the Territory
large numbers of men, merely for the purpose of controlling the elections. That they came
without womer, children, or baggage, went into the Territory, voted and returned again.

I1. That men were hired in the Eastern or Northern States, or induced to go to the Terri*
tory solely to vote, and not to settle, and by so doing to make it a Free State.

IIT. That the Governor of the Territory purposely Xostponcd the day of election, to allow
this emigration to arrive, and notified the Ermgrant id Society and persons in the Eastern
States of the day of election, before he gave notice to the people of Missouri and the Territory.

That these chn:ges were industriously circulated ; that growsly exaggerated statements
-were made in regard to them ; that the newspaper press aud lcading men in public meet-
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ings in Western Missouri, aided in one case by a chaplain of the United States Armr,

gave currency and credit to them, and thas excited the people, and induced many well
meaniog citizens of Missouri to march into the Territory to meet and repel the n{legd
Eastern paupers and abolitionists, is fully proven by many witnesses.

But these charges are not sustained by the proof.

In April, 1854, the General Assembly of Masaachusetts passed an act emtitled “An set
i rate the Mas:achusetts Emigrant Aid Society.” The object of the society, =8
decl in the first section of this act was *‘for the purpose of assisting emigramts
settle in the West.” The moneyed capital of the corporation was not to exceed five mill
jons of dollars, but no more than four per cent. could be assessed during the vear 1854,
and no more than ten per cent. in any one year thereafter. No organizativn was per-
fected or proceedings had under this law.

On the 24th of July, 1854, certain persons in Boston, Massachusetta, concluded articles
of agreement and association for an Emigrant Aid Society. The purpose of this Asso-
ciation was declared to be “ assisting emigrants to settle in the West.” Under these
articles of associution each stockbolder was individually liable. To avoid this diffcalty,
an application was made to the General Assembly of Massachusetts for an act of incor
poration, which was %rnmed. On the 21st day of February, 1855, an act was passed to
incorporate the New England Emigrant Aid Company. The purposes of this act were
declared to be ** directing emigrution westward, and aiding and providing accommodation for
the emigrants after arriving at their place of destination.” The capital stock of the
tion was not to exceed one million of dollare  Under this charter a company was

Your commi-tee hase examined some of its officers and a portion of its ei and
records to ascertain what has been done by it. The public attention, at that time, was
directed to the Territory of Kansas, and emigration naturally tended in that direction
To ascertain its character and resources this company sent its agent into it, and the io-
formation thus obtained was published. The company made arrangements with varicss
lines of transportation to reduce the expense of emigration into the Territory, and pro-
cured tickets at the reduced rates.” Applications were made to the company by persons
desiring to emigrate, and when they were numervus enough to form a of coave-
nient size, tickets were sold to them at the reduced rates. An agent acquainted with the
route was selected to accompany them. Their b was checked, and all troable and
danger of loss to the emigrant in this way avoid;i

Under these arrangements, companies went into the Territory in the fall of 1854, eader
the articles of the association referred to. The company did not pay any portion of the fare,
or furnish any personal or real property to the emigrant. The company, dering 1835,
sent into the Territory from eight to ten saw mills, purchased one hotel in Kaneas City,
which they subsequently sold, built one hotel at Lawrence, and owned one other bailding
in that place. In some cases, to induce them to make improvements, town lots were
given to them by town associations in this Territory. They held no property of any
other kind or description. They imposed no condition upon their emigrants, snd did
not inquire into their political, religicus, or social opinions. The total amoant exm
by them, including the salaries of their agents and officers, and the expenses inci to
t{l organization, was less than $100,000.

Their purposes, as far as your committee can ascertain, were lawful, and comtributed
to supply those wants most experienced in the settlement of a new country.

The only persons or company who emigrated into the Territory under the auspices of
the Emigrant Aid Society, in 1855, prior to the election in March, was s party of 158

s who came under the charge of Charles Robinson.

In this there were 67 women and children. They came as actusl settlers, intead-
ing to m 'geu- homes in the Territory, and for no other purpose. They had aboumt
their persons but little baggage; usually sufficient clothing in o carpet for & short
time. Their 'peroonal effects, such as clothing, furniture, etc.,, were put into trunks and
boxes; and, for convenience in selecting cheapness in transportation, was marked
“Kansas party baggage, care B. Slater, St. Louis.” Generally this was g
freight, in the usual way, to the care of s commission merchant. This party had, im ad-
dition to the usual allowance of one hundred pounds to each passenger, a large quantity
of baggage, on which the respective owners psid the usual freight passenger oF
party paid his or their own ex?enaes; and the only benefit they derived from the Society,
not shared by all the pecple of the Territory, was the reduction of about &7 in the pri
of the f;ref.” t.ble convenience of traveling in ;h company inn‘nlstesd of alone, ustill the o
ness an ility in transporting their freight throu, ar agenta. sently,
many emigrants being eitl'::r dig pointed with the et;‘:ntry or its political eondxb.qhn. e
deceived by the statements made %y the newspapers and by the agents of the society,

became dissatisfied, and returned, both before and after the election, to their old bomes
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HMost of them are now settlers in the Territory. Some few voted at the election in Law-
rence, but the number was small. This company of peaceful emigrants, moving with
their household guods, was distorted into am invading horde of pauper abolitionists,
who were, with others of a similar character, to control the domestic institutions of the
Territory, and then overturn those of a neighboring powerful State.

In regard to the second charge: There is no proof that any man was either hired or
induced to come into the Territory from any Free State, merely to vote. The entire em-
éf"‘ﬁ"" in March, 1855, is estimated at 500 persons, including men, women, and children.

hey cvme on steamboats up the Missouri river, in the ordinary course of emigration.
Many returned for causes similar to those before stated, but the body are now residents.
The ouly persons of those who were connected by proof with the election were some who
voted at the Big Blue Precint, in the Tenth District, and at Pawnee, in the Ninth Distriot.
Their purpose and character are stated in a former part of this report.

The third charge is entirely groundless. The organic law requires the Governor to
cause an enumeration of the inhabitants and legal voters to be made, and that he appor-
tioned the mewmbers of the Council and House according to this enumeration. For reasons
stated by persons enguaged in taking the census, it was not completed until the early pars
of March, 1855. At that time the day of holding the election had not been, and could
not have heen, named by the Governor. As soon as practicable after the returns were
brought in, he issued his proclamation for an election, and named the earliest day con-
sistent with due notice as the day of election. The day on which the election was to be
held was a matter of conjecture all over the country. But it was generally known that
it would be in the latter part of March. The precise day was not known by any one
until the proclamation issucd. It was not known to the agents of the Emigrant Aid
Society in Boston on the 13th of March, 1855, when the party of emigraats before
referred to, left.

Your committee are satisfied that these charges were made the mere pretext to induoe
an armed invasion into the Territory, as a means to control the election and establish
slavery there.

Early in April, several hundred men from Georgia and Carolina, arrived
in the Territory, under the command of Major Buford, of Georgia.

On the 24th of April, Sheriff Jones entered Lawrence and made several
arrests of Free Statc men. While in his tent he was shot with a pistol,
without ball, and lay for some weeks, reported dangerously wounded. The
people of Lawrence, in a public meeting held April 30, repudiated any con-
nection with, or approval of the shooting of Jones.

On the 5th of R‘lay, the Grand Jury found bills of indictment againsé
Gov. Reeder, Gov. Robinson, Geo. W. Deitzler, and six others, for treason.

Gov. Reeder was summoned to appear before the Grand Jury, but de-
clined, on the ground of privilege, he being then in attendance on the
sittings of the Congressional Investigating Committee at Lawrence, taking
evidence to support hLis claims to a seat in the House.

On the 8th of May, Gov. Robinson, descending the Missouri river on his
way east, was seized and detained by a mob at Lexington, Mo. He was
afterward arrested and sent back to Kansas.

Reeder and Lane, being indicted on the same charge, succeeded in
making their escape out of the Territory.

On the 11th of May, Marshal Donaldson summoned a posse armed with
U. S. muskets, furnished by Gov. Shannon, from the militia quota of the
Territory, and took Buford's men into pay, together with several hundred
others. He then proceeded toward Lawrence, where he announced his in-
tention of making arrests of several obnoxious Free State men. The
citizens of Lawrence, in public meeting, determined to offer no resistance to
the serving of the writs by Donaldson, and denied the charge of having
resisted any of the authorities of the Territory.

We subjoin a “ Free State” account of the sacking of Lawrence, fol-
lowed by a counter-statement from a pro-Slavery source:

Laweence, Kansas, Wednesday, May 21, 1856.

I am called upon to write one of the many painful events in the hiutm{ of Kanssa,
namely, the partial destruction of Lawrence by an'nrmod ru@ﬁm mob. ” t had been
rumored 8o long that these Southern ruffiuns were going to * wipe us out,” that veopls
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did not believe they would. The attempted assassination of Jones, the refussl of Gov.
Reeder to leave the Investigating Committee, and the startling facts brought to light
the testimony before that body, gave them pretext and inclination to do almose
any thing. Especially did they want to exasperate us to make some false step; bat 1
this they failed, and the Lawrence people remain, as they always have been, riﬁ:l

God and the world—contending only for the free exercise of those inali e rights
which God gave, and which the world—except its tyrants—acknowledge. The people made
no preparation to fight, and the Committee of Safetg‘,l appointed by a public meeting of
the people a few days ago, forbade any resistance whatever to the United States authori-
ties. I'Pree State men who left their claims and volunteered to assist in defending the
town, were sent away, and returned home. Men were advised not ther in groups
in the streets; to be each at his proper employment, and if the United States Marshal
called upon any to assist in making arrests, to do #o cheerfully. This was regarded by
the committee (Gen. Pomeroy was its chairman) as the best policy.

This morning, about 6 o’clock, a large body of men came from the camp, near Le
compton, and halted on Mount Oread, near the residence of Governor Robinson, in this
city. They were armed with United States rifles, (where did they get them?) shot guns,
muskets, ginrp's rifles, broad swords, bayonets, revolvers, cutlasses, and bowie-knives.
The Sharp’s rifles were in the hands of a company called the *Kickapoo Rangers”
They mustered about three hundred horsemen and two hundred footmen, 2s near as I
eould count—five hundred armed men. They were headed by one I. B. Donaldsom,
United States Marshal of Kansas, who claimed that they were there as his posse—they
having responded to his late proclamation. They formed in line, facing the north-east,
and planted two large cannon in range with the Free State Hotel and other large build-
ings in Massachusetts street. They carried banners over their heads, far more significant
than a death’s-head and cross-bones, doubtless, to those who knew what they meant
There was & white flag with black stripes; ared flag with a lone white star in the center.
On one side of this flag was “Souvrmeen Ricurs,” and on the reverse was *Socrm
Carovring,” inscribed with black paint. The orthography displayed on that and other

on which I saw inscriptions, might have been at par in Chaucer’s time. But let
their orthogm%hy go. What have these inscriptions, what has * Sovte CaroLiNa” o
*SLAVERY IN Kansig” to do with Marshal Donaldson’s writs?  About noon this man
went, with a posse of ten men, and arrested G. W. Deitzler, Esq., private secretary of Gov.
Robinson; Cul. Jenking, whom they had set free yesterday; Judge Smith, who had just re-
turned from the east, and some others, less conspicuous—taking them as prisoners to
the camp. This is the third time for Col. Jenkins within two weeks, and they never have
charged him with any thing except Free State-ism.

About 3 o’clock p. u., Sheriff Jones, accompanied by twenty-five horsemen, armed %
the teeth, rode up to the east door of the Free State Hotel and stopped. Gen. Pomeroy
went out to meet him, and several others, myself among the number, followed. Jones
Jooks thin and pale, but quite as bloodthirsty as ever. Ile demanded that all the arms
be given up to him, and said he would give them one hour to prepare for the consequences
if they did not do so. Gen. Pomeroy said that he had no control over private property,
but that if there were any public arms, they would be given up. After some consulta-
tion with the committee, they handed over several pieces of artillery, which were imme-
diately conveyed to their lines.

In the mean time, the United States Marshal dismissed his posse, and they bad moved
their two field-pieces into Massachusetts street—the ruffians being summoned on the spot
by Jones as his posse. About this time Atchison made a speech to them, but I could
not get near enough to hear what he said. He was frequently applauded by cheers and
howls, At this time women were seen burrying with their children, mostly all weeping,.
through the streets, trying to get out of the city. Citizens looked each other in the face
and read there the suppressed anger of each at the treachery of Donaldson. Why?
Jones was in the town with an army of five hundred men. Not an effort could now be
made for defense; that was too late. Jones gave the people an hour to get themselves
out of the hotel; that it had been presented by the Grand Jury of Douglas county as a
puisance, together with the Herald of Freedom and Free Szatq and Judge Lecompze
wanted them removed.

Further detail is unnecessary now. The lone-star flag was placed on the offices of these
papers, the presses destroyed, and the type thrown into the river. They then proceeded
to cannonade the Free State Hotel. This they tried, more than an hour, to raze to the

nd by this means, but in vain, for it stood as firm as ever. They then attempted to

low it up with powder, but failed again. They then fired it, and it burned to the
ground, amid the shricks and howls of an infuriated mob. The men of Lawrence, de-
prived of their arms, looked on. No resistance was made—not & word said. Those who
‘were not engaged in taking care of women and children, looked on at this succession of
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outrages as if they doubted the evidence of their senses. It was hard to believe that
God’s beautiful earth contained such savages!

Then commenced the pillage and robbery of private dwellings; money and articles of
value were sought for and obtained. One More, a recent settler, lost $8,000. Jewelry,
fine cloths, every thing portable and of value was freely taken. The people avoided contact
with the mob as much as possible. No other buildings in the town were injured.

About 7 o’clock they began to vacate the town. At this hour—11 p. ¥.—all is still
and quiet again; but the ruffians have set fire to Gov. Robinson’s dwelling-house, on
Mount Oreaé, and I hear its timbers crackling from here. His loas will be about %5,000—
not estimating his library, which was said to be very valuable. The whole loss is esti-
mated by some at $100,000, and by some even more than that. It is a blow we may not
recover from soon, but we will not sink under it. The sentiment of the people is,
*“Whipped but not conquered.” Y’o’r'rnn.

The following account of the invasion of Lawrence is taken from the
“Western Dispatch,” Independence, Mo.
L]

InperENDENCE, MoO., Friday, May 23, 1856,

We learn from a gentleman just from Lawrence, that he passed there on yesterday,
late in the afternoon; and that, at that time, the Sheriff—Jones, who was not killed—was
executing the process of the Courts. He had arrested several prisoners, charged with
high offenses, and had, under process from the Courts, abated several nuisances, among
others, the Emigrant Aid Hotel, in reality a fort, and built to enable Robinson and his
band to hold out against the laws. The two printing presses, and a large quantity of ma-
terial, were destroyed. Several pieces of artillery were taken, and about two hundred
Sharp’s rifies. (When will Parson Beecher and Professor Silliman get up another sub-
scription for the benefit of the Ruffians ?)

he Herald of Freedom was just being printed, and we have a copy of the half-printed
sheet from which we will make some extracts in future. Yesterday’s proceedings prove
Brown to be a false prophet, however.

No violence was done to any person in the town, or to any person.

Up to the very hour of Sheriff Junes’ entry upon the scene, they strongly proclaimed
their resistance to the Territorial authorities, and their valiant determination to 'die at
the end of their guns before they would submit. The presumed entry of that gentleman
among them, however, produced a wonderful change in their feelings.

We learn that the affair was managed in this wiso:

The United States Marshal having summoned & posse to assist him in executing the
laws, moved on the ground with his posse—in all 450 or 500 men—and took his position
upon the hill overlooking the town. He then went down and made some arrests, without
opposition, they all declaring that they did not intend to resist him (which was a lie, be-
cause Reeder had done it not a week gefore, as well as others).

They seemed to chuckle over this, as if much ado had been made about nothing. The
Marshal then came up with his prisoners and dismissed his posse, but the Sheriff (Jones&
was upon the ground, and, although still feeble from his wound, he took the saddle, an
at once summoned the posse to his aid as Sheriff.

He then rode into town at the head of twenty men, aud announced to General Pome-
roy, and other prominent citizens, his business, which was, as Sheriff, to arrest certain
men there, to take from the rebellious organization their arms, and to abate the fort or
hotel, and presses, as nuisances—that he desired to effect this peaceably if he could, and
that they could decide whether it should be done peaceably or forcibly, and that he gave
them ten minutes to make the decision.

Knowing their man, they, who an hour before swore resistance, lost no time to consent
and submit, and the posse moved down about 3 o’clock P. M., and, without noise or con-
fusion, proceeded to abate the nuisances, which was done in about two hours; and, after
the prisoners were arrested, they withdrew.

It can not be charged now that Missourians had any hand in thie, for it is certain that
the whole force on tﬁe ground was of the Territory itself, and did not number one-fourth
of the Southern citizens therein. It doubtless will be charged to be another Missouri
invasion, and we emphatically give it the lie in advance. There are large numbers of
our citizens who sympathize with their friends in Kanzas, but their sense of right, as well
as of policy, prevented them from going, and they have not done so. It is the bona fide
residents of the Territory who have contributed to this triumph of the laws, and it shows
to all the world that they can and will see them executed.

These Northern gentlemen who think it their mission to regulate the affairs of the
rest of the world, may find that they have mistaken their vocation, if they expect to con-
quer Southern and Western men in the open field. They do excel us in the manufucture
of wooden clocks and such like enterorises, and we bave never denied it, but history has
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not shown, not even the bistory of Kansss, that they are our masters in the polite art of
rifle-shooting, ether in skill or willingness with the weapon—and if they are determined
to bring this matter to a bloody issue, let it come now!

In wruth, what » commentary is this surrender of furtified Lawrence, upon which se
much money, labor and wind have been expended to intimidate, upon the valorous boast-
ings of Beecher and Greeley. What a lesson upon the usefulness and efcacy of that
terrible inventiun, “Sharp’s Rifle,” to unstring our Southern nerves! Woald it mot be
better to crues the Puritans with a race of men who will use weapons when they are
intw their hands, and make less ado about their deeds, fo be doue, in the newspapers?

How is this stampede of officers and men to be accvunted for on any other ground thea
sheer cowardice ?

They Lave been claiming all along a larger population in Kansas, and bave broaghs
out a Congress Commiittee to prove it; and yet. being in conscience to the laws,
with a furtified town, and abundance of arms in their hands, and lon proclamations to
all the world that they would defend it with at least three hundred resident men, (as they
claim) two thousand seven hundred and seventy men enrulled in their secret league, they
tamely submit w lees than five hundred men.

Their dilemma is that they have lied as to their numbers, or slenk away like cowards
when the crisis came.

We commend them to the prayers of Parson Beecher.

The following is taken from the Doniphan (Kansas) Constitutional, of Mxy
23, 1856 ;

“We have just arrived from the notoricus abolition hole, Lawrence.® On Wed
evening, the 2lst, about five hundred men under the direction of the United States
assembled before the town, and demanded that the arms in Lawrence be given up, and
he be allowed to arrest those for whom he bad writs. They submnitted to the demand and

unconditionally surrendered, giving up fuar pieces of cannon and some twenty ’s

rifies. Before the marshal dismissed the men, Sheriff Jones, though but hzefy shot
one of the cowardly traiturs, in the darkness of the night, appeared on borseback m{
n:jnmoned the whole company to assist him in making arrests and carrying out his
orders,

*The whole affair was done with order and according fo law. The Sheriff made about
twenty arrests, and the Grand Jury of Douglas county having declared the Fort or Big
Rock Hotel, and the two printing-presses nuisances. the Sheriff was legally bound t
destroy them. Thirty cannon shots were fired at the Hotel, breaking it in many places,
and then it was burned up. The two presses were totally destroyed.

* There were two or three abolitionists killed ; two Southern men dangerously wounded
by accident. After the Southern men left Lawrence, the house belonging to the vile
traiwr Robinson was burned, we have been told. This was contrary to orders, and mests
with the cundemnation of all the Southern men.

‘i{'l‘he laws have been enfurced even in Lawrence. Hurrah for the Law-and-Order men
of Kansas.

*The Doniphan Tigers have returned with joy in their hearts and hovor upon their
company.”

On the 26th of May, a skirmish occurred at the settlement of Osawattamie,
in which three Free State men and five pro-Slavery men were killed. The
Free State men now began to make a concerted and armed resistance to the
bands which were spread over the Territorg.

On the 28th of May, Major Walsh, of South Carolina, at the head of a
party of Buford’s men, arrested five of the principal men of Leavenworth,
and ordered them to leave the city. At the same time, a public meeting,
called at Leavenworth, passed strong resolutions against the State men,
and appointed a Committee of Safety.

Lawrence was sacked on the 21st of May. On the 1st of June the
Free State men attacked a body of marauders who had established them-
selves at Palmyra, about fifteen miles from Lawrence, wounded five—hav-
ing three of their own party wounded—took twenty-one prisoners, and re-
covered & good many arms and other things stolen from the Free State men.
On the 3d of June another attack was made on another pro-Slavery marand-
ing party, which had established itself at Franklin, four and a half miles
from Lawrence. The attack was kept up all night, when the assailants re-
treated, carrying off, however, a wagon-load of ammunition, arms and pro-
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visions, from a store-honse of the enemy, of which they had possessed
themselves. In this affuir one of the pro-Slavery party was killed and
two wounded—the Frec State mnen escaping without loss.

BarrLe oF PaLmyra.

The following account is from the correspondent of the New York
Tribune:

Lawrence, Kansas, Thursday, June 5, 1856.

“ Through the day we have learned the particulars of the battle of Pal-
myra. The pro-Slavery party numbering thirty-one, under the command
of Capt. H. C. Pate, correspondent of the Missour: Republican, and
another Southerner of Buford’s party, were on their way trom the Ossa-
wattamie neighborhood, where they had gone to fight, after the issue of
the Westport ** War” extra, to the camp on Bull creek, where some 200
Missonrians and Southerners are now assembled, waiting for further
re-enforcements prior to making another attack. The Frec State party
was a mixed guerilla one, numbering 25. They became aware of the pro-
Slavery men, and tried to slip on them unperceived, but the accidental
discharge of one of their guns put the enemy on their guard. The Ero—
Slavery men were in a hollow or ravine, where there was some timber,
logs, and stumps. The Free State men were on the hill fuce and in the

s of the bottom. Pate and the other captain drew up their men in
ine, and placed the prisoners they had in the front rank — these were
unarmed.

* The Free State men formed, advanced, and pounred in a volley, which
was inmediately returned. One of the Free State prisoners in tront of
Pate’s men was wounded, and when the firing began, the three broke and
fled. The Free State men, who did not know who they were, fired on
them, and the pro-Slavery men fired on them—their situation being most
critical. They escaped, one of them severely wounded; his wound was
reported mortal last night, but it is now supposed will get well. The first
few volleys did most of the mischief. After that, the pro-Slavery men
hid behind logs, and stumps, and trees, and fired from thence. The Freo
State men lay down in the grass, and fired as they ﬁOt a glimpee of their
opponents. This firing continued for two or three hours, when Pate and
his company hoisted the white flag and surrendered. They were just in
time, as a re-enforcement of fifty %’ree State men arrived a few minutes
after, and arrivals kept pouring in until after dark. 8

** Beside the Free State prisoner that was wounded, two other Free
State men were slightly wounded, but not disabled. Two of the pro-
Slavery prisoners are wounded—one shot in the mouth, the ball lodging
in the back of the jaw; the other was shot in the back part of the neck,
the ball coming out at his back. John McGee (the Westport McGee) was
also wounded, and had gone to a house in the ncighborhood. It was
reported that he died this afternoon. Five other pro-Slavery men were
said to be wounded, but rode off as soon as they were hurt.

* Capt. Pate declares that he is still in the {)nasa of the United States
Marshal, and that he has been advised by the Deputy Sheriff to go down
to the Pottawatamic, and hunt up those who bhad killed the pro-Slavery
men there.

“A paper was drawn up at noon to-day, between Captain Brown and
these men, by which it was agreed that some twenty Free State men who
bave been taizen and are prisoners in a pro-Slavery camp on the Neosha,
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ghould be exchanged, and that Captain Brown’s two sons, who are also
prisoners, should be exchanged for Captain Pate and the Southermn
captain.

** While these negotiations were pending, a messenger was sent to them,
telling them that the United States Dragoons were coming down. Capt.
Brown moved off his company in small detachments, with the prisoners
distributed among them. The rest of the Free State men dispersed.”

Col. Sumner, commander of the United States troops in the military
district of which Kansas forins a part, now began to take active coercive
measures to put down the fighting in Kansas. Gen. Whitfield, the pro-
Slavery delegate to Congress, advanced into the Territory with a strong
body of Missourians, but Col. Sumner, who had already released the pn-
soners taken by the Free State men at Franklin, compelled him to retire.

A party, however, of these men, joined by some of the released prisoners,
attacked and plundered the Free State town of Ossawattamie. TE;:)
on this occasion, pillaged all the houses, robbing even the women of their
earnings, destroyed a printing-press, stole a large number of horses, and
carried off all the arms they could find. By great exertions on the part
of Sumner, the larger armed bodies in the Territory were dis&ened and
broken up, many of the Free State men being deprived of their arms.
But though fighting on a large scale was intermitted for a few weeks,
Kansas still remained the seat of war. Everybody went armed. Little
was thought of except defense. Robberies and all sorts of outrages were
frequent.  While access through Missouri was forbidden to emigrants from
the Frec States, new hordes of vagabond whites continued to arrive from
the Soath, whose only means of subsistence was the plunder of the Free
State men. With this object, they established themseclves in numerous
bodies at certain armed posts, and spread their ravages in every direction.
It was this state of things, and the resolution of the Free State men to
submit to it no longer, which led to the renewal of military operations on
a large scale.

Comparative quiet now prevailed in the Territory, and for about two
months but little fighting occurred. The Free State prisoners, however,
still remained in close confinement at Lecompton, and the laws of the pro-
Slavery Legislature in full force against the Free State men.

Meanwhiﬂ the “ Congressional Committee of Investigation’ closed their
labors, and submitted a Report to Congress, accompa.nb{:':g a large volame
of testimony. Mr. Oliver, of Missouri, presented a “ Minority Report,” in
which he controverts the conclusions arrived at by the majority.

On the 20th of June, a company of seventy emigrants from Chicago to
Kansas, on their way up the Missouri river on the steamer “ Star of the
West,” were stopped and deprived of their arms at Lexington, Mo., by a
body of citizens of Missouri. The steamer was then suffered to depart on
its way up the river, but was again stopped by a mob at Kansas city, where

“A comxa.ng of armed southerners came on board the Star of the West, headed by
David R. Atchison and B. F. Stringfellow, as an escort for the Chicago prisoners. Atchr
son and Stringfellow, as a Committee, informed the prisoners that it would be useless for
them to attempt to land; they could command three or four hundred men at ang int,
and as sure as any of them should attempt to land, they would be slaughtered. m
emigrants, I am assured, would have attempted it, had they met with any enconragemens
from on shore. Mr. Grover, who was agent for the company, told Atchison on their
arrival here that he was a citizen of the Territory, and that he had a Colt’s revolver which
he ehould certainly use, if he was hindered from coming off—and he came off I think it
is to be regretted that others did not follow his example.

“The goods of the prisoners, to a large amount, were landed here, and are in the ces
tody of the Carolinians.”
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On the 26th of June, a company of Massachusetts emigrants, under charge
of Dr. Calvin Cutter, were stopped near Lexington, their arms taken from
them by a mob, and they were afterward sent back down the river.

Two days after, a party of Illinois emigrants on the ‘Arabia,” were
robbed by a crowd of Missourians and others, and sent back like the rest.
The Rev. Mr. Strawn, their leader, escaped, and applied in vain to Gov.
Shannon, Col. Sumner, and Chief Justice Lecompte, for any assistance
toward the recovery of his property.

These forcible seizures of arms and other property in the hands of the
Free State men emigrating into the Territory, were continued to such a
degree, as ultimately to amount to a complete blockade of the Missouri river.
In consequence of these interruptions, the intercepted emigrants began to take
the circuitous route via Iowa and Nebraska, coming into Kansas over land.

The 4th of July, the time fixed for the assembling of the Free State
Legislature, now arrived. Two days previous, a Convention of the Free
State party met at Topeka, and Bassed resolutions in favor of the Republican

ty and denunciatory of the Democrats, appealing to the friends of Free
g:nsas in Congress, to stop the supplies until Kansas should be admitted under
the Topeka Constitution. Marshal Donaldson and Judge Elmore read to the
Convention the President’s ¥February Proclamation, and Gov. Shannon’s
Proclamation, and one from Mr. Woodson, Secretary of the Territory; also
a note from Col. Sumner, saying that he would prevent the meeting of the
Legislatare. They were unheeded. About 800 persons were present, all
armed. -

Both branches of the Legislature met on the 4th. The roll was called, .
and a quorum found to be present. About noon Col. Sumner entered the
town with 200 dragoons, and planted two cannon at the head of Kansas
avenue. The troops were drawn up before Constitutional Hall, when Sum-
ner told the citizens that he would not disarm them or break up the Conven-
tion, but he had orders to dissolve the Legislature, and would do so.

Sumner then repaired to the Hall of Representatives, and informed the
members that he had orders to disperse them. He said: “I am called upon
to perform the most painful duty of my life. Under the authority of the
President, I am here to disperse this Legislature. In accordance with my
orders I command you to disperse. God knows I have no party feeling in
the matter, and willy have none while I hold my present position in Kansas.
I have just returned from the border, where I have been sending home the
Missourians, and I am now here with instructions to disperse this Legislature.
I again command you to disperse.”

udge Schuyler asked if they were to understand that they were to be driven
out at the point of the bayonet? Col. Sumner replied, “ I will use the whole
force under my command to enforce my orders.”” The House then dispersed.
A similar scene was enacted in the Senate, which also dispersed.

The Convention was preparing resolutions indorsing the State Govern-
ment and the Topeka Constitution. Fears of invasion kept large numbers
from attending.

In the month of July, Col. Sumner was suspended by the War Depart-
ment, and Gen. Persifer F. Smith, of Louisiana, appointed in his place.

BarTLE oF WasHiNgTON CREEK.

On the 5th of August, at the request of the inhabitants of Osawattamie,
a body of men from Lawrence marched against a post of Georgian maraud-
ors, established in that neighborhood. )
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We subjoin an account of their enterprise, taken from the Afissomry

Democrat :

* For some time past some of the young gentlemen imported into this Territory by Col.
Buford, bave been gathering together at a camp on Washington ereek, one of the tribo-
taries of the Wakerusa, and bave been committing depredations upon the neighboring
corn-fields and poultry-yards of the settlers in that locality. As it was soon seen thas
their intentions were not to make claims and become actual settlers, the peuple there began
to object to this order of things. .

*Ac length the pevple sent over to Lawrence, a distance of some twelve miles, and asked
the citizens of that town to assist in driving them away A messenger was sent to Mxjor
Sedgwick, asking him to send a company of troops to that camp and investigate the
matter, and if the charges of pillaging were true, to use the troops in driving them awsy,
and protecting the actual settlers in their rights. Major Sedgwick replied, that these
pevple were peaceable and peaceful ; that this time the Free State men bad been hoaxed;
that it would have been perfectly safe for any Free-Soiler to go into the camp at Wash-
ington creek.

g’l’he messenger returned to Lawrence, and on the afternoon of the same day another
messenger was dispatched to Washington creek. to ascertain, if possible, the truth of the
statements made, so that the people of Lawrence would know bow to act Mr. Hoy,
who was relected to gu, is already known to the public as the gentleman who lost about
one hundred Sharp's riflea at Lexington. e was naturally very quiet and gentlemanly
in his demeanor, courtesus to strangers, and respected bere by every body for bis perse-
vering bravery in behalf of the Freedom in Kunsas. He was sent to the Washi
creek pro-Slavery camp entirely unarmed. lle was to have returned that same nighs
with reliable infurmation as to the truth of the charges alleged against this band of Geor-

ians. Ife did not come back. The next day intelligence reached us that he bad been
ﬁ"ut taken prisoner by them and then shot.

* The same evening (the 12th inst,) about one hundred of the young men of Lawrenes
volunteered to go to a camp of the Georgians at Franklin, and recover some of the arms
which had been stolen during the sack of that city in May last. From thence the
intended to march to Washington creek, disperse the mob, and take away Mr. Hoxt's
body, and return. It was a beautiful moonlight night, slightly bazy. The thought of
redressing wrong b{ force of arms to the truly intelligent American eitizen. is always a
sad thought ;: but when redress of grievances can be had in no other way, and when the
dearest rights of man are trampled under foot, then the redress of wrungs by arms
becomes a necessary, but still a sad duty. Such was the feeling of most of the young mea
who marched along the road to Frunklin.

“On arriving, they found that the news of their coming had gone before them, and that
the Georgians were going to fight. They were gathered mng:: in a large
which was barricaded like a furt, through the chinks between the logs of which
pointed their rifles. They were asked at first to give up all their arms, which they re
to do. They were supposed to number about eighty. The Free State men drew closs up
and determined to ‘storm the garrison, or die in the attempt.’

“ The struggle lasted for about three hours, when the Georgians surrendered 'l'hg
came out, threw down their arms and fled. The Free State men then took possession
one brass cannon, fifty United States muskets (Kmbably belonging to some arsenal,) and
8 few guns taken from Lawrence during the sack of the 21st of May last.

*The Free State men had one killed and six wounded. The Georgiams report foer
wounded. In cunsequence of their dead and wounded, the Lawrence boys returned home
instead of going to Washington creek, as they expected to do.”

The opening of the new route through Iowa and Nebraska, was completed
about the 10th of August, when a party of about 400 emigrants arrived at
Topeka. Three parties were left behind to form as many towns on the road.
Gen. Lane was at the head of this party.

On the 12th of August, the second battle of Franklin was fought. The post
of marauders established there was taken, and a cannon (the same with
which Lawrence had been battered,) together with large quantities of arms,
and many stolen horses, were recovered. The loss of the Free State men
was one killed and six wounded. Four of the pro-Slavery men were
wounded. The men at Washington creek abandoned their fort and fled.

On the 14th of August, Col. Titus’ house, near Lecompton, was attacked by

the Free State men, battered, and taken, together with twenty-one prisoners,
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including Titus, who was wounded. This Col. Titus was formerly a Cuban
fillibuster, who migrated to the Territory from Florida. The loss of the pro-
Slavery men was two killed and three wounded. The other side had four
wounded—one mortally.”

Two days after, the following circular was issued at Westport, Mo., and

widely scattered:
““Near Lecoxpron, dug. 16, 1856.

“Frienxps or Law anp Oroer: The Abolitionists have come on us this morning, about
daylight, whipped and taken prisoners our men. Lecompton is taken, and deserted hy the
women and cgnildren. Lane’s men are about eight hundred strong. The United States
troops have also been whipped. Will you come to our rescue before we are all murdered ?
We are out of powder and lead, and every kind of ammunition. Qur friends are now
stationed in Sheriff Jones’ house, a8 many as can, and will fight to the last. Will you
help us? If so. come at once. Unless we get help, we will be all murdered. The
foregoing is reliable. “D. R. ATCHISON,

“W. H. RUSSELL.
“J0S. C. ANDERSON.
“A. G. BOON.”

The above was a somewhat exaggerated account of the affair, inasmuch as
Lecompton was not taken—one hundred United States dragoons having
interfered to prevent an attack on that place, and the Free State forces
retired to Lawrence with their prisoners.

Gov. Shannon, Major Sedgwick, and Dr. Roderick, of Lecompton, went to
‘Lawrence on the 17th to demand the release of the prisoners.

After a conference, it was agreed that when six of the Free State prisoners,
held by the authorities, were delivered up, the howitzers, taken from Law-
rence, returned, and all the camps of pro-Slavery men dispersed, the prisoners
should be released.

An universal excitement now spread along the Missouri border. It was
seen, for the first time, that determined men were at the head of the Free
State forces, and that they could not be ¢ crushed out” with ease. The
Missouri Democrat, of August 25th, published the following :

A gentleman who arrived yesterday afternoon from Weston, on the David Tatum,
reports that the most intense excitement prevails along the borders of Missouri and Kan-
sas. Of the Free State party, men, women, and children were flying in all directions.
While the David Tatum was lying ut Leavenworth, upward of one hundred of these
fugitives went on board. These persons had left behind them all their property, which had
been taken possession of by those who ordered them to leave. The greatest and most
shocking excesses had been committed a few days ago, within five miles of Leavenworth.
A party of men called at a house. and inquired for the head of the family. They were
told that he was absent. They at first affected to discredit this frequently repeated assev-
eration, but finally said to the femules of the family: ‘ D—n your souls, then come out
here, yourselves — we want you.” A mother and daughter were then taken out into the
bushes, where they were kept all night, being subjected to the most foul indignities. In
the morning they were allowed to crawl back home, more dead than alive.

*“At Kaneas city, robbery of horses and valuables continued to be of common occur-
rence, and murders were almost equally frequent. ‘

**Gov. Price (of Mo.,) had been in the disturbed distriots, but was burrying home,
hourly expecting a dispatch frum the President, ordering out the militin of the State. In
this event, he would command them in person. Atchison was also on the borders fanning
the movements against Kansas.

* Lexington had five hundred men under arms.

“Jackson, Clay and Platte counties were each to furnish the same number. Three
thousand men frum Missouri were expected to arrive in the Territory in a few days.”

The following account of the feelings of the Free State men at Lawrence,
we take from a private letter :
“ Lawrence, Kansas, dug. 27, 1856.
“This city once more nssumes o defensive position. The two or three imprudent acts
by which the people here sought to bring the murderers of Hoyt, Wiiliams, and others
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to justice, have been construed by the leaders of the Southern into an g
driving out the pro-Slavery settlers, a design which was never ed of by the Law-
rence people. An address, inflammatory in its character, sppealing to the passions of the
people, distorting the real facts of the case, counselling another invasion from s foreign
State, has been signed by Atchison, Stringfellow, Russell and Booue, and cireulated i»
the western counties of Missouri. Lawrence seems to be the place selected as the vieum
of pro-Slavery fanaticism, and the citizens of this anfortunate city are the sacrifices to te
offered on its altar in pursuance of the fiat gone forth that ‘no quarter is to be given’ R
can not, then, under these eireumstances, surprise even the most conservative citizem im
your State to krow that the people here are preparing to defend their homes, and to this
object are building fortifications. placing strong guards and making themzelves acquained
with military drill. And I will venture the assertion that it must be a large foree indeod
that will force them to succumb.

“I have characterized the several battles, of which I have kept yoa fully advised, s
being in{rudenl on the part of the Free State setilers; bLut when we consider the facs
that the United States truops were appealed to, to disband these of * young genile
men,’ in vain—when we consider that not one of the marderers of Free State men has
heretofore been brought to justice, but rather encouraged by patronage from Mr. Pierce,
and by being enrolled as United States officials, we are led to look upon the uprising of
the people as perfectly natural, if not perfectly right. In judging of these things, peopie
should lay the case in question in its true position ; divesting ﬁlmneelvea of all grqulwr_
they should ask themselves: ‘What if these murders had occurred in owr owrn State, and
the authorities had refused to bring the murderers tn justice—what would we have done *

“Civil war exists—there is no denying this—and civil war would be the result any
where in the United States, where the people of one State undertook to control the actions
of the people of another State. Civil war has been existing in Kansas ever since the 30th
of March, 1855, and will continue to exist until the State Government of Missouni or the
General Government at Washington shall take measures to prevent fillibustering expedi-
tions—in short till the actual settlers shall be allowed to cultivate peaceably their soil and
their political opinions, and tu decide peaceably the character of both at the ballotbox»

“On the 17th of August, a Mr. Hops, from Ohio, was murdered and
scalped near Leavenworth city. Mr. Hops had been in the Territory bat
a few days. He had hired a house in Leavenworth city, with the intention
of making that place his home, and was on his return from Lawrence,
whither he had taken his wife to remain a few days with her brother, the
Rev. Mr. Nute. When he had returned to within sbout two miles of
Leavenworth city, and within sight of the residence of Mr. Wallace, a Free
State man, he was met by a ruffian on horseback who inquired where he was
from ; and being informed that he was last from Lawrence, the stranger
drew a revolver and shot him through the head. Mr. Hops was in a .
and the horse starting along the murdered man fell to the ground. e
ruffian sprang from his horse, took out his knife and scalped his victim,
when he remounted, and putting spurs to his horse rode rapidly off in the
direction of Leavenworth city. This fiendish outrage was witnessed by Mrs.
Wallace and her daughter. A teamster in the service of the United States
drove up and saw the body before the pulze had ceased to beat. The name
of the man who perpetrated this horrid deed is Fugert, and he is well known
in Leavenworth, and belongs to the party encamped at that city under com-
mand of Atchison. He had made a bet of $6 against a pair of boots, that
he would go out and return with an Abolitionst’s scalp within two hours.
On his return to camp, he obtained his boots, and, then placing the scalp
of his victim on the end of a pole, paraded the streets with it, boasting of
his prowess ; and all this almost within hail of Fort Leavenworth, where the
United States forces are stationed, under command of Gen. Persifer F.
Smith. A German named Bimber, who expressed himself rather freely in
regard to this horrible barbarity, was shot dead on the spot, and another
man, who also reprobated the act, saved his life only by precipitate flight,
with pistol-balls whistling freely about his head.
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“On hearing the fate of her husband, Mrs. Hops, in company with her
brother, Mr. Nute, and about a dozen other citizens of Lawrence, started for
Leavenworth to obtain the body of Mr. Hops, and give it Christian burial.
When near Lawrence, the party were captured and held as prisoners by a

"band of ruffians under Capt. Emory, the man of whom Hops had hired the

horse and buggy. The body of the murdered man had been buried, and the

" ruffians refused the widow the consolation of looking upon her husband’s

grave. Seventg dollars were found in the pockets of the murdered man, all
which went as funeral expenses, leaving the disconsolate widow in the hands
of the ruffians without a dollar. She desired to leave the scene of her
terrible sorrows. The ruffians at first refused to let her deg;rt, but she
finally succeeded in getting on board a boat bound down the Missouri, the
captain of which, out of compassion, protected her, and gave her a free

assage to St. Lounis. On the boat she related her story, and was taunting-
y told by the heartless and ruffianly passengers that she was uttering
another ¢abolition lic.””

Among the party who accompanied Mrs. Hops from Lawrence to Leaven-
worth, and who were taken prisoners, was Dr. Avery, an estimable Quaker
gentleman from Richmond, Ind., who went out to Kansas to obtain facts in
regard to the actual state of things there, intending to return in a short time.

n the 18th of August, Gen. Richardson, commander of the Kansas militia,
on his own authority, called out the militia by proclamation, stating that
the Territory was invaded by the Free State men. At the same time, a
E:o-Sla.very army, called out by Atchison and Stringfellow’s proclamation,

gan to assemble at Westport, Mo. They soon collected to the number
of four hundred and fifty men, when they marched to Santa Fe, on the
borders of the Territory, but within the limits of Missouri. Here they
were further re~inforce(¥, and now amounting to eleven hundred and fifty
men, rank and file, they organized themselves into two regiments, and chose

~Atchison Commander-in-Chief. They took the name of ¢ The Army of Law-

and-Order in Kansas Territory.”

Gov. Shannon was removed early in August, and acting Gov. WoodSon,
on the 25th, issued a proclamation, declaring the Territory in a state of open
insurrection and rebellion, and calling out all the militia of Kansas. He
also gave special directions for occupying the Nebraska road, and cutting
off any force of invaders that might attempt to enter the Territory in that
direction. Another portion of the militia were ordered to assemble at
Lecompton, while the militia of the Southern division were to rendervous at
Palmyra, about fifteen miles east of Lawrence.

Here, then, were three bodies of militia under the orders of Gov. Woodson,
surrounding Lawrence, and threatening it in three directions; one under
Gen, Richardson, on the Nebraska road, another at Lecompton under
Woodson, cutting off Lawrence from Topeka and the western settlements,
and a third between Lawrence and Leavenworth.

In addition to these forces within the Territory, were the much larger
volunteer forces from Missouri, under Atchison. On the 26th August, they
advanced to Cedar creck in Kansas, and the next day to Bull creek, from
whence a detachment with one or two pieces of artillery was sent off under
General Reid against Osawattamie.

A body of Free State men, from this place, had, a few days before, attacked a
post of pro-Slavery men, in their neighborhood, put them to flight, and ¥gcover-
ed a large drove of stolen cattle. The subjoined accounts of the pro-Slavery
foray on Osawattamie, are taken from the published narratives of both sides.
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BATTLE oP OSAWATTAMIE.

On Friday, the 29th of August, a Free State man who had been held as a pri st
New Santa Fe. Ma, for about ten days, charged with the crime of telling the ;m State
men of the movements of the revolutionary army, arrived at Gsawattamie very late in the
evening, and told the peaple—those who were not alrendy abed—that the tywn would be
attacked very soun—perhaps that same night. lle advised the Free State men not t»
attempt a defence, as there was only forty of them, and they coold never fight agaimst
six hundred ruffians with any chance of success.

The town had been threatened fur & long time, and no defensze by the Free State mea
was anticipated. from the fact that most of the guods had been removed from it, and the
women and children had taken refuge at some less obnoxious point. Therefure, it could
not have been the spoils which they sought, they knowing, through their pro-Slavery
spies resident in the place, that there was nothing worth coming for.

Orawattamie is situated on the Oxage river, just abuve the confluence with that stresm
of the Potawatamie creek. The Osage river above the Potawatamie is sometimes called
the Meredezine, but is known on most mape as the Osage. The town was well located,
and was the center of an extentive area of Free State as well as pr-Slavery setilemest
It has revernl stores. shops, and a saw-mill, and was nearer to the State of Mi i then
m6 other town in southern Kaneas.

n Saturday morning, not much after daybreak, n messenger rode into town, stating
that the Missourians were coming; that they were close at hand; that Fred. Brown, s
eon of Capt. Juhn Brown. had been met on the road by two scouts of the enemy. and
that they had murdered him, and that if the peoﬂle were going to fight they had better
prepare for it, and if they were not going to fight, that they ought 10 leave there very
soon.

All was confusion among the Free State men. No ammunition had been prepared. snd
except what they had on their pereons and in their belis, none could be had How
ever, they saw that whatever was to be doue, must be dune q;ickly, and all the men in
town to the number of furty, rallied under their Captaing, Brown and Cline, and ook
to the timber which lines the hanks of the Osage to the width of at least half a mila
In the meantime, the Border Ruffians were marching duwn the prairie in the direction of
the town. It must be horne in mind that the Osage runs in a soutb-easterly direction,
and the Putawatamie creek in a north-easterly direction. The town is built in the furks
of these streams, and was apprached by the pro-Slavery forces on the west. Meanwhile,
the Free State men had rallied ut two pointe, and had fired upon the enesny with ¢ffect.
The pro-Slavery men then formed a line of battle, from which, and from the dispsition
they, made of their furces, it was evident they did not know that they were fighting 8
mere haudful of men. They were drawn up in order, and their line reached from stream
to stream ncross the prairie, which ut the distance frum the forks which they stuod. must
have been three hundred perches They also pointed two pieces of ~annoy, toward the
woods where the Free State men were, hut these effected nothing. The finng was kept
up on both sides with great spirit fur 8 long time, till the Free State men got shor of
smmunition. Menanwhile, & company of about fifty of the pro-Slavery men had beea
detailed to charge into the timlLer on the Orage side, and rvut the Free State mem.
While those were advancing, a party of Free Siate men kept them engaged till the «thers,
who had no ammunition. could make good their ercape. by way of a private ford which
the roffians forgot to guard. The ruffians kept advancing. Three Free State men were
etill left, two on horseback and one on foot. e of the horremen tonk to the river, the
other fullowed, and then the single footman. It was a fearful time for all three, bet
especially for the fuotman. They were attemipting to swim a rapid stream oovered by
the guns—some of themn Sharp's riffes—of fifty of the ruffians. One of the borsemen was
shot, the other ercaped. The one who was ~hot was a Mr. Partridge, a brave man. The
footman, finding that he could not swim and carry hia rifle too, let it fall into the rives,
and escaped. His name is Hohnex, of New York city, and a brave fellow. The uthers,
it is rupposed, escaped by means of this private ford. The last time Capt. Brown was
seen, he was making for this ford, which, if he crussed rafely, he is atill alive. 1f other
wise, then he is dead: because so obnoxious is he to them that, once in their hands, they
would doulitless kill him inatantly, as they have ofien threatened to do.

This army, estimated at from three hundred to six hundred, then entered the town,
sacked once more the already sacked city, and burned e\'erf building in it ts the greund,
with the exception of two houses which belonged to pro-Slavery men, and a mill which
they did not see. It ig evident from the manuer in which they did this thing, that it
was done in a great burry, and done. too, under a fear of being caught at it by a larger
force than their own. Indeed, so great was their hurry to get away from the scene of
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their hellish work, that they forgot to take away all of their dead, and left one man
Iying in the street.

The burning of the town has left many without homes or means, but the citizens aro
as persevering as they are brave, and they intend again to build up their town some
time soon.

From e ¢ Donipuan (K. T.) ConstiTuTioNar.”

Mr. F. F. Shepherd and three others have just arrived in this city from Bull creek, with
the lettors we publish below. From Mr. Shepherd we learn that the Abolitionists have com-
mitted numerous outrages and murders within a few days past. Cattle and horses have
been run off, houses burned, property destroyed, and pro-Slavery settlers murdered, or
forced to tnke refuge in the brush and wood along the streams and ravines.

A battle took place yesterday morning between two hundred and fifty pro-Slavery men,
under Gen. Rei(r. and about two hundred Abolitionists, under command of Brown, the
assasein. The first fire came from tho Abolitionists, wounding five pro-Slavery men. A
piece of artillery wns fired upon the Abolition forces, and three of their number killed.
A charge was immediately made by Gen. Reid, in which not less than thirty of the enemy
were killed (our informant thinks that there were more than that number), and four taken
prisvners. he notorious Brown, and onc of his sons, were certainly killed.

Many of the Abolitionists, in their flight, attempted to swim the river, and a number
were drowned.

Orawattamie was burned to the ground, every house, as well as its contents, being
reduced to ashes. There were no women or children in the place.

All those wounded before the charge will recover, with proper care. Mr. Jackson has
a more serious wound than any one of the five.

Reid commanded two hundred and fifty men. . The number under Brown could not be
estimated, as they wero partly concealed by the bushes, and into which they commenced
retreating soon after the first fire.

Four were captured as prisoners. Two pro-Slavery men were prisoners, in the hands
of Brown, and were rescued by Reid’s forces. From them Mr. Shepherd learned that a
battle had taken place in the direction of Fort Scott, in which Brown killed thirteen of
the law-and-order citizens of the Territory. We could gather none of the particulars.

Mesxrs. Rice, Patterson, and S. Q. Cary reached this place last night, direct from the
seat of war, and brought us the following highly important news, which we stop the press

to luy befure vur readers and the public.
Caup, BurL Crezk, Sept. 1, 1856.

Friznp GreenN:—We write to inform our friends that we had an engagement with the
enemy in which we were completely victorious.

Evening before last (Aug. 30), two hundred and fifty men were dispatched to Osa-
wattamie, about thirty miles from this place, the headquarters of the notorious Capt.
Brown. We made a forced march, traveling all night, and reached the place about an
bour after sunrise. We had one six-pounder. The enemy commenced firing on us at half
a mile, which is point blank range for Sharp’s rifles, They had taken cover under a
thick growth of underwood, and numbered about one hundred and fifty.

We charged upon them, having to march eight hundred yards across an open prairie,
against an unseen foe, through a hail-storm of rifle bullets. This was done with a cool-
ness and ability unsu , until we got within fifty yards of them, when we com-
menced a galling fire, which together with some telling rounds of grape from our cannon,
soon drove them frum their biding place, with & loss of some twenty or thirty men killed.

We lost not a single man, and had only five or six wounded. 1 had with me fifty of
our men, all of whom were in the hottest of the engagement, und distinguished them-
selves—they being about one-third of all who were in the fight, so that we routed them from
their covert, man to man. We had three men wounded, one badly, and two slightly. We
burned their town and returned to camp last night aboat ten o’clock.

Notwithstanding this brilliant success we found it impossible to march upon Lawrence,
for want of men and munitions of war, and have fallen back upon Cedar creek, to wait
for re-inforcements. Will Missonri forever slumber? If this expedition fails we have
nothing to hope for! Is it possible we are to endure hardships and fatigues for nothing,
and our friends not make a common causo with us? We ought to have five thousand
men, to drive these cut-throats from this Territory. Already we have slumbered until
the last pro-Slavery man who came here with the promise of protection, has been mur
dered, ur driven away—his house burned, and even his children stripped of their clothing.
Every section presents awful pictures of murdered and ruined settlements—and those whe
bave dune all tEis are now at Lawrence, about fiftecn hundred strong,.and shoald we leave

, this country is turned over, irretrievably, to & gung of murderers, whose thirst for
blood and plunder, will scon carry them to our own homes.

.

-
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Let our friends come by boat to Kaneas City, and from thence to Lawrence is
about forty-five miles, which can be traveled on foot in two days. We want foot soldiers—
we have already too many horses. Send on men immediately or never. Ship canmom
with them, Coxgrave Jacksox,

G. M. B. Mavnas,
Capt. Company B.
In addition to the above, we quote the following letter, dated

“ LeavEsworTH, Aug. 31, 1856.
*Qur Osawattamie Brown is maintaining his ground south of Kaw river. His foree
consists of about two hundred men. It is reported that he has had an engagement with
the invading forces, as they have entered that portion of the Territory. News was re-
ceived at Westport that in the collision between Brown’s men and the pro-Slavery .
some eighty of the latter, out of a company of three hundred, were killed and woun -

“Brown’s loss is stated at much less. Capt. Wilkes’ company of fifty Carclinians
arrived at Leavenworth a day or two since.

l“ They ‘pressed’ a sufficient number of horses in the neighborhood to mount them-
selves.

“The pro-Slavery force, consisting of Georgians, Carolinians, and other late emigrants
from the South, are encam?ed some eight or ten miles from this city, in the interior.
Some eight hundred of Lane’s men are between this and Lawrence.

“The day before { sterday a company of about ten persons, on their way from Law-
rence to Leavenworth, were taken prisoners by F. Emory’s (pro-Slavery) men. In the
gart}y arrested were Mrs. Iops (wife of the unfortunate man who was shot and scalped

y Fugert, some time ago ;) her brother-in-law; an old man of seventy years of age; and
a young man, all of whom were en route for St. Louis at the time. e men were taken
to the pro-Slavery camp; the women and children were permitted to go to Leavenworth.
Mrs. Hops took passage on the J. M. Convers, but her brother-in-law was not permitted
to accompany her. One of these prisoners, a German, was shot down in the streets of
Leavenworth city, in endeavoring to effect his escape from the captors.”

On the next day after the battle of Osawattamie, the pro-Slavery forces
appeared at Prairie city, still nearer the town of Lawrence, but moved away
without doing any damage. As soon as all this news reached Lawrence,
Lane marched with three hundred men to attack the enemy’s camp at Bull
creek, accomplishing that day forty-five miles, and that without food. Onmn
the 31st he approached the Missouri camp, but the enemy, without stopping
to ﬁ%d:; retreated before him. Lane followed them up till they had crossed
the Missouri border, when he returned to Lawrence, leaving, however, a

strong force at Hickory point.

The pro-Slavery army hereupon postponed their contemplated attack on
Lawrence until the 13th of September. On the 1st, Atchison resigned, and
Gen. Reid was chosen Commander-in-Chief. The following letter is one of the
numerous accounts of the condition of things in the Territory at this time:

Leavenworrs Crry, dug. 29, 1856,

We have never before had times so perilous as at present. It seems as if all our citizsens
must become involved in the civil tumult. No Free State man who has taken any part
in political matters is safe for » moment. Nearly all such men have left either for the
States or for the interior of the Territory; and 3' lavery men who have heretofore been
moderate in their conduct are now leading bands of ruffians.

Emory, who has a company under his command, and under whose orders Pimpleton
was killed in our streets yesterday, has hitherto been a man of peace. He is the princi
mail contractor in the Territory. Wm. H. Russell gives his name to inflammatory dis-
patches, calling Missourians to arms, and indorsing all the falsehoods which have beem
employed in raising the present tumult. I have conversed with a prisoner who was
released from one of their camps yesterdsy. He names to me many men who have

ed among us as honorable and peaceable citizens, who are now leagued with the Bor-
er Ruffians. Party spirit and the sanction which r:cﬂreat national party has given to the
Kansas frauds, have beguiled them into the most ess exoesses.

Ex-Governor Shannon is in town to-day on his way eastward. He saye that Gea. Lane
can command nearly three thonsand men, and he warns yro»Shvory men from any attemps,
with their present foroe, to cubdue the Free State men of Kansas. Iﬁnopoﬁu{n every
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band, that Lane has a forco sufficient for any emergency. Yet there ia doubting in some
quarters. Why does he not rid Leavenworth and its vicinity of the assassins and the bands
of marauders who infest every public road, they say? The answer is this: Gen. Lane,
and the Freé State men in arms, have not attacked any party which was not openly and
unquestionably guil&ly of violent and flagrant outrages against life or property. None
others have been molested, and the history of our troubles will prove this. The citizens
of Kansas have had no law for their protection.
‘What will be the end of the war in Kansas, God only knows.

On the 1st of September a company of soldiers entered Leavenworth,
and drove out the Free State men, or warned them to leave within a
specified time.

SraTEMENT oF AN EvE-WITNESS,

“On Sunday evening, about 9 o’clock, a party of about eighty men, mostly Missouri-
ans and Georgians, armed with United States muskets, came into the city of Leavenworth,
from aca.ms of the mob on Stranger creek. They immediately called upon all pro-
Blavery and law-and-order men, to show their hand, and fall into the ranks. They
continped to muster men until after midnight. The impression of the Free State citizens
was, that they had come in to take part in the election of Mayor, which was to take
place next day (Monday), and but few Free State families left town. Monday morning
at 7 o’clock, the mob again commenced enrolling men, pressing a number of our men
into the ranks. While the enrollment was still going on, a party of twenty-five horse-
men, commanded by Mr. Frederick Emory, proprietor of the s line between Kansas
City and Indianols, and Leavenworth and Fort Riley, and mail contractor, surrounded
the house of Wm. and G. Phillips. One of these was partner of McCrea formerly. Some
of the party dismounted, and breaking the door rushed in; a fight ensued. There were
only five or six men in the house. Mr. Phillips told me but a moment before the attack
that he would not be taken. The result of the conflict was that William Phillips, Esq.,
was killed, one Free State man wounded, and the rest taken prisoners. Two of the
ttt.acking were killed. The l;lar-isonex's were sent to the camp at Stranger creek, the
mob saying that they would be hung immediately. This is the last I know of them.
The women and children escaped from the house during the ﬁght. The party then plun-
dered the house. The articles taken were K;u into wa%ns and carried into the country.
The party then proceeded to the house of Mr. George H. Kelly, which they surrounded,
and the family escaping, they plundered it. The party of horsemen then joined the
main body of the mo%, who now numbered about two hundred. The mob, dividing up
into small parties, commenced scouring the town, searching every house, and gave out
word that every Free State man, woman and child, must be out of the town by 6 o’clock
that evening. They notified the women to be readg to go on board a boat at 6 o’clock.
They took all the State men prisoners that they could find, excepting those whom
they had forced to enroll.

. *“The Free State men were mostly unarmed. The prisoners taken were temporaril
put into & building, and afterward sent to the camp on Stranger creek. I left town at
o’clock, P. x. When I left, the mob were carrying on the work of pillage and murder,
while terror-stricken women and children were running in every direction, seekin
safoty—screaming with terror. The scene beggars description. A large number
women and children were put aboard boats that evening, and the next morning I esti-
mated the number of families thus partly sent away, at from fifty to seventy-five. The
children were put on board the steamboats without any regard to their separation from
their parents. Women were allowed to escape down the river, but no men. A large
number of Free State people ran to the fort (three miles off). The mob threatened to
take the fort. I ran into the bushes, and at night sent & boy to my house near town, to
get my horse and family. My family came donf' and I think are now in s place of
safety. Several houses were burned that night. I do not know to what extent the mob
earried on their work after I left.”

By way of showing the style and spirit of Col. Lane, in the position
of (general-in-Chief of the Free State men of Kansas, we subjoin a letter
from the correspondence of the “ Detroit Daily Advertiser,” dated

Lawzzxcz, Sept. 3, 1856.
At 12 x. to day, our forces now in town were drawn up for review. There is no more
danger of insubordination among them than there was among Napoleon’s Old Guard, but
there is & good chance for warm work before them; and by way of variety the General
made the annexed apm Heo was dressed in a slouched Kossuth hat, white-bosomed
lhut,th;loolhr and thrown open, s blue woolen overshirt, and eoarse tweed
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trowsers, tucked inside his boots. I describe his drese, not becasse it is _
unique or beantiful, but it is all the go in Kansas now, always e ing the whils i
and often substitating the red for the blue. I do not care to describe Generel's pu
sonal appearance too minutely, but a change of dress metamorphoses him ﬁ
and if the ruffians catch him they will catch a weasel asleep. Bat here is his I s

“Commissioned Officers of the First Division :

“We can not whip Missouri without strict obedience to all orders, and if theve is am
officer who has not made up his mind to die rather than yield aa inch, and whe hes sed
dewrminedwobe’yeveryorder, when I give the word march, I wish that oficer to dis-
obey that order!”

At the word every officer obeyed.

“ Soldiers of the First Division :

“We can not conquer these fiends who surround us without obedience to all commands.
If there is a man in the ranks who is not prepared to die for Free Kansss, who is not
willing to obey all orders ; if there is & man who will leave his company without 8 writ-
ten orﬁer from his captain, countersigned at head quarters, I desire, I that mam
to disobey the order to march. In a few hours (I think he meant days, etc.,) we shall be
surrounded by these fiends, who are thirsting for our heart’s blood, and strict discipline
is necessary to conquer them. .

**Attention—Division. Forward—March.” :

Tt is needless to say that every man obeyed the command.

“Boys we will drive these fiends to burning hell before we get through with them ™

Hearty cheers were given and the division dismissed.

Early in August, John W. Geary was appointed Governor of Kansas Ter-
ritory by the President, and arrived about the 1st of September. On the
11th, he issued the following

PROCLAMATION.

Whereas, A large number of volunteer militia has been called into the service of the
Territory of Kansas, by authority of the late acting Governor, for the maintenance of
order, many of whom have been taken from their occupations or business, and deprived
of their ordinary means of support and of their domestic enjoyment: and
GenWerdlmG , The employment of militia is not fmtxht.i;orued' bydmy fmth :t:l)lm from the

overnment, except upon requisition o commander of the mili depart-
ment in which Kansas is tla):nbr:oedr?qund il

Whereas, An authorized regular force has been placed at my disposal sufficient to im-
sure the execution of the laws that may be obstructed by combinations too powerfel to
be suppressed by the ordinary courss of judicial proceedings: now

Therefore, I, John W. Geary, Governor of the Territory of Kansas, do issue this, my
Proclamation, declaring that the services of such volunteer militia are ne longer re-

mired ; and hereby orger that they be immediately discharged. The Secretary and the
}fnﬁumt(}memlofthe'.l‘erritorywmmutuontof service each command at ite place
rendezvous.

And I command all bodies of men, combined, armed and equipped with munitions of
war, without suthority of the government, instantly to dis| or quit the Territory, ss
ﬂlavnll answer the contrary at their peril

testimony whereof, I bave hereanto set my hand, and affixed the seal of the Terri-
{smar] tory of Kansas. Done at Lecompton, this eleventh day of September, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six.
. Jonx W. Grazy,
. ’ Governor of Kamsas.
By the Governor. . Daxizr Woobsox,

Secretary.
After this, the outrages and skirmishes in the Territory rspidlﬂy diminished.
The return to Missouri of the large bands who had so long flourished un-
checked, save by an occasional rebuff from the Free State men, left the lstter
without cause of war. We give an account of the disbanding of the Missouri

army, etc.

, Wrsrrory, Sepi. 17, 1856.
The army reached Franklin on Sanday niil.xt‘ 14th, and went into camp. The pext
y Gov. Geary came down, and a council was held with all the officers of the army. Gov.
a: once requested that Gen. Reid should comply with his proclamation, which is
ith sens.

1
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" The council was held in the storehouse of Dr. Skillick, whom the Abolitionists robbed
of all his goods and $5,000 in money, and who is himself now lying at the point of death
from sickness brought on by their outrageous treatment of him. Gov. Geary rose and
spoke. He addressed the council in a mild and gentlemanly manner, and told them what
he wished. He wanted them to disband and go home, and should he need their services
and find the force at his command inadequate, he would call them out, and Gen. Smith
would enroll them ; that he was determined to enforce the laws, to put down the villians
and crush out Lane’s army of marauders, as he properly styled them. It was his desire,
as his determination, to establish peace and gecure every man in his rights and property.
He urged those present, by all that was dear to them and sacred to patriotism, to comply,
remarking that, ‘“though held in a board house, the present was the most important
council since the days of the Revolution, as its issues involved a dissolution of the Union
it produced.”

n. Atchison made a characteristic speech. He reviewed the ravages of Lane’s men,
the outrageous conduct of the Abolitionists in driving away pro-Slavery men from the
Territory, and concluded by saying that it was a painful duty, but yet a duty he could
not evade, to comply with the request of the Governor. He said he was not prepared,
though he diﬂ'ereg with the Governor, to resist his authority—* that to me had not come
yet—he hoped it would not come;”” but he (Gov. Geary) would have to be successful beyond
all expectation, if he did not find himself greatly deceived, and that a different policy
would have to be pursued. He would retire to his home at Atchison, and await patiently
a result which he feared the Governor would never witness—that of bringing Lane and
eompsnﬁnto subjugation of the law, without whipping them.

Gen. Reid said that he came to Kansas from Missouri—it was useless, and he did
not wish to deny that — to aid those who were bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh, in
conquering a peace that would secure liberty and prosperity to them. He came and found
that there was an Executive in the Territory willing and able to afford his friends ample
protection in both, and even if he could not afford them protection, it was not for him to
resist the laws, and make himself a traitor; he would not do it. He wanted to see the
Abolitionists put down, and believed, as he hoped, that Gov. Geary would do it. To
resist him would be placing the pro-Slavery party in the very position which they
denounce the Abolitionists for occupying.

Col. Titus, Mr. Hughes, Col. Young, 6en. Clark, Capt, Shelby, and others spoke. Col.
Titus referred feelingly to his treatment at the hands of Lane. They wounded him, rob-
bed him, burned his house down, even took and kept the oil-painted portrait of his wife’s
mother, who is dead. Col. Titus is from Florida, and came out enrlz last Spring, bringin
his family. In her far-off home Mrs. T. valued, as very precious, the portrait of her de
mother. Was it not oruel to take from her the last emblem of maternal love? Gen.
Clark said he thought the time had come for us to take the means of protection in our own
hands and fight it out, but he had confidence in Gov. Geary, and would yield gracefully
to his policy.

It w?xg agreed that the Governor should retire and await the decision of the Council.
A Committee was appointed to inform Gov. Geary of the decision, memorializing him in
relation to some of our peculiar troubles, and set forth the facts of the case to the world.
They will be published officially soon. Perhaps the Committee will send them to T'he
Republican. gn the afternoon, about 3 o’clock, the force retired to camp on the Wake-
rusa. After supper the forces were summoned in front of the General’s quarters, where
several speeches were made to the crowd. The speakers were Gen. Clark of Missouri,
Col. Titas, Col. J. C. Anderson, Mr. Reynolds, formerly of The Frankfort (Ky.) Yoeman,
Mr. Clayton of Alabama, and your correspondent. Gov. Geary had authorized Col
Titus to raise three companies o{ volunteers, to be mustered into service, consisting of
eighty men each, two companies to be mounted. About one hundred enrolled. The
batallion will be completed in a few days.

At 12 o’clock we were aroused, and took up the line of march at 1 on Tuesday morning,
making Cedar creek to breakfast, and this place by 2 o’clock The army marched from
near this place on aocount of the convenience of getting provisions here. The Leaven-
worth, Kick's&oo, Atchison and Doniphan companies rendezvous also at the camp near
Westport. us ends the last expedition. Lane had left Lawrence unprotected ; he fled
from his fortifications there and on the Wakerusa. Our forces could have destroyed
Lawrence; they could have successfully, for the time, resisted the Governor, but they did
not ; and whatever may be said of the result, it can not be denied that it vindicated our .
professions of law and order. N

Wesrrort, Sept. 18, 1856.

I forgot to mention in my letter of yesterday, that Gov. Geary had captured, with a
company of dragoons, ninnty-six of the Lane party under arms, and holds them for trial
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He is earrymg the war into Africa. Gov Reeder and Gerrit Smith bad much bettor nse
their money for Fremont, as his case is now hopeless, and it will be throwing moaey
away if it Is sent to Lane. Gen. Lane is at this time plundering the people on his roas
back toward Nebraska. When last heard from, he was ravaging the Grasshopper creek
coubx:tyh. pe'ghe Governor has sent the troops after him, and they will bring him back, it is
to oped.

Of course there are hundreds of people who bave been run off from their claims who
can not return to them yet. Peace must ba firmly established before it will be safe for
them to do so. The next thing is to prepare for the election, which takes place on the
first Monday in October, two weeks from thls time—short notice. Many of the counties
bave made no nomination yet Some of them, perhaps, will not be represented at all
The Governor will issue his proclamation in a few days, and the pro-SFMery party will
take active steps to organize t%oroughly, The Abolitionists, if true to their professions,
will not vote at all. They are sticking to the ** State of Kansas” yet. The State of
Kansas will give her electoral vote to Fremont. Will not that raise the waning stock of

Black Republicanism?
Westrorz, Sepl. 19, 1856

Gov. Geary has gone at the head of several companies of dragroone in search of Lase
He is determined to arrest him if he is in the Tgrritory. That is doing the thing well
A fault of Gov. Shannon was indolence. He would not see an order or wish execated
Gov. Geary goes and sees the writ on Lane executed in person. This augurs of suceess.
The Abolitionists, we have just learned, have sent off Mr. S. L. McKinney’s wagons they
took from his Santa Fe train, to Iowa, loaded with stolen goods. What is to be said of
such a party ? It robs the highways, and its members who commit the robberies run of
to Jowa to escape.

Per contra, we give the following, from the New York Tribune:

The following correspondence, which we extract from The Lecompton Union, the
pro-Slavery court journal of Kansas (the offices of all the Free State papers, ex-
cept possibly that formerly issued at Topeka, having long since been destroyed),
will show how and why the Free State men were crushed out. They had no pro-
visions; they could get none except from or throngh Missouri; and Gen. Pierces
chief agents gave them but this choice—submit to the bogus **laws;” fight the
Federal Government; or stand still and be starved out. Read the correspondence:

Lawgrsnce, Kansas, Sept. 6, 1856.
To his excellency Gov. Woodson, and Col. Cook, Commander of the United Stales Troops
niear Lecomplon :

Gentizuen :—The roads leading to Leavenworth and Westport are beset by bands of
armed men, who seize our men and arrest all trains of wagons going to either point
§hm thoroughfares furnish the only avenues by which provisions can be introdu it

ansas.

Our people are suffering for provisions. We have our trains and money g::pared tosg)
ply ourselves. We respectfully, for our people, request that these roads
opened by the troops subject to your order or command, or at least an escort of the same
be furnished to our trains that are now waiting to start. We trust that not s momest
will be lost in responding to this call. Our people will quietly submit no longer.

In bebalf of the Kansas State Central Committee.

Wu. Hurcarwsos,

J. Broon.
H. MiLzs Moore, Secretary Kansas Central Committee.

LxcoxproN, Kansas TERRIvoRY, }
Exzcorive Orrice, Sept. 7, 1856.

Iba:;asrt. Wim. Huichinson and J. Blood, in behalf of the Kansas State (ot
mibiee : :
GenTLEMEN :—Your communication of yesterday, addressed to Col. Cook and mysell
asking that the roads leading from Lawrence to Leavenworth, and from Lawrence ¥
Westport, should be opened so that you can get provisions for your people, waa recel
to-day about noon. : ®
If the roads in question are closed at this time, gentlemen (which I do not doabt), -
the convenience and necessities of your people, you must be aware that it is the os@
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and inevitable result of the present lawless and revolutionary position in which you haye,
of your own aocord, most unfortunately placed yourselves. So long as you continue to
hold yourselves in such a position, it is unnecessary for me to say to you, the Government
can not comply with your request. If you ly desire the protection of the Govern-
ment, it is your obvious duty to respect and tqet\he laws of the Territory, organized
by the Government of the United States,&nd to ceasé*at once and forever all attempts to .
sabvert by force and violence that Govergiment, and establish upon its ruins your so-called
*¢ State Government.”
But give a sufficient guarantee to thid effect, gentlemen—that you will quictly submit to
the enforcement of the Territorial lawy, by the Tervilorial officers, until said laws are
modified or repealed, or declared invalid by the courts, and L assure you and your
p.eqi)lo, that your request will not onlyibe promptly complied ¥ith, but that the whole
civil and military power of the Government will be exerte to protect you fully in all
your lawful right.s of person and property; and I would take the liberty of invoking you,
in the name of our common country, and for the sake of all that is near and dear to
American citizens, to do so at once, that peace and harmony may once more prevail.
Very respectfully yours, Dan’t Woobson,
Acting GQovernor Kansas Territory.

{Extract from s Private Letter from the Rev. Joux H. Byrer, of Leavenworth, K. T.]
Lawzence, K. T., Sept. 17, 1856.

Dgar Brorazr :—I am still an exile from my family. Gov. Geary is earnestly striving
to secure and maintain the peace of the Territory; but it is a difficult undertaking., He
sent a messenger last night on the way to Washington with dispatches.

As I wrote you before, Gov. Geary, on the 15th inst., went to the eSro—Slavery camp at
Franklin, in which was nearly three thousand men, and commanded them to go home.
This the officer reluctantly consented to do. A regiment of two or three hun with
four pieces of cannon, desired to pass through this town on their way to Leavenworth
City. Knowing their desperate character, the citizens denied their request. The event
Jjustified their dgecision. they marched on to cross the river above, they were guilty
of robbery and outrage. They stole all the horses they could find. Among others, they
took the horses of Mr. Buffum. He was a poor cripple and was just harnessing them as
the ruffians came up. He attempted to remonstrate with them, when one of them cried
out, “Shoot the d—d son of a b—,”” and he was at once shot down. The Governor came
on soon after and went into the house and saw the wounded man. It is understood thas
he will make strenuous efforts to arrest the murderer. Mr. Buffum died this morning.
This lawless regiment is the one by which I was taken and held prisoner A part of
this body have crossed the river and gone homeward, and a part are still encamped this
side of t:{pton; the other and larger division of the invading army has gone south
eastward to Missvuri. The men swear they will invade the Territory again. On their
way back they gathered in one hundred and twenty-five head of cattle, which they drove
off. They also sacked the little town of Franklin, and the store and tavern of Pascal
Fish, of the Shawnee Nation of Indians. One of the men also left the ranks on the way,
and when he came in he said he had shot & “d—d Yankee.” The captain of the com-
pany to which he belonged told my informant that he had arrested the man and intended
to hang him. He will be very clear of doing that All these and similar outrages
oeourreﬁ after the Governor had commanded them to retarn peacefully, and the leaders
had consented to do so. .

I shall not be disappointed if theft, robbery, and murder continue to desolate the
Territory till the approach of winter.

THE END.
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