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—
DETAILS OF THE FIGHT AT TORT
B8AUNDERS.
Correspendence of The N, Y. Tribune,
WALKER'S CayMp oX Rock CRLEK,
. KANsAs, Aug. 15, 1856

‘The brutal murder of 3sjor Hoyt has caused an
intersity of hatred to ruffianiem and a deasire to rid
1he Territory of rufliane, never, pethaps, equaled
in the history of our difficultics. The aggravated
and eavagelike circumstances of the murder,
seemed to arouse even the peaceful and conserva-
tive poriion of our citizens, wko heretofore hyd
taken a grin-and-bear-it position, s0 that on Thure-
day last it was evident to ol that noihing Ices then
bangivg the muderers would satisfy the people.
Accordingly, about fifty men, armed to the teeth,
marched from Lawrcnco to this placo as a reén-
forcement to the citizens alresdy asscmbled there
for the same purpose. It will bo remembered that
Fort Saunderais the title given to the dea of the
derperados who have becn robbing and iniulting
ke Fyee-State setilers on Washington Creek, a
branch of sho Wakarusa.

When the reinforcement axrived here from Law.
reoce, a conncil was held, which resulted ia the
appointment of a committee to vivic Major Gedg-
wick, the dant of three companics of dra-
goous, near Lecompton. The commitiee was
directed to inform the Major of the brutal murder
of Mr, Boyt, who had been ridiog a’ong peaceably
and unarmed, in the vicinity of Fert Sanders on
Washington Creek; that when his body was found
by come Frce State men, it was siercod through
with ten balls, his throat cut, and a paper plas-
tered on his face to prevent Lis being recognized
by his friends. The committee wae aleo dirccted
to tell him of tbe murder, on'the Santa Fé road,
of Mr. George Williams, another Free State min,
and to a1k kim to drive the g’mi from the Terri-
tory. ‘The committea retarned here to-day, about
noon, acd stated that Major Sedgwick was acting
under orders, and that be bad no orders to dis-
band any compavy unlesa required to do so by his
supcrior officer, or by ths Governor, or something
to that effect, -

In the meantimd rumors roached us that about
{hity of the Kickapoo Rangers under command
of & tringfellow, hed passed over Blanton’s Bridge
in the direction of Fort Saunders on Washington
Creek, and the number of Ruffians there was va.
riously estimated at from 150 to 300 men. In the
morning a scouting party of forty horsemen had
been sent from our, camp to reconnoiter, and to
arcertain if possidle ‘tho hest method, of attack.
They soon returned and reported, and at 1 o'clock
this afrerndon abont 300 men under commend of
Gen. Cook took up.the line of march from this
camp to Fort Ssundere.

The distance between the two campu is about
six miles, and o8 the loog defilo of men marched
over tho iﬁg‘l grounds which form cno sida of the
valley of Wastington Creek, ‘they presented a
rather imposing appearance. From this poict, at
a distance of four wiles, wo conld see tBo fort as
it stood on a high blufl on the south side of the
creek.

Croesing the creek about two miles below tha
fort, tbo Free-Stats men marched up a high bill or

rather a continuation of bluffs, common to mast of

1he stredms of Kangas. At last we camo in sight
“of {he fort, which looked & great “deal more for-

midabld at b dirtance than it did when near to it.
SHill the ground was well selected, 2a0d noa botter
“place exists ip Kazsea than that to make a suc.
s¢asfud difenie,  Op each 1130 of {bo fory vhero



wo or Iree Targe Tents; and everything looked, |

exteinally, as if1he Fufans took comfort. .
A campany of infautry was drawa up itrfront of
ud_withgn xiﬂlo-:hut [ ﬂtxhe fort. whﬂo:t;? co‘n-
avies of cavalry were drawn up at.zight aogies
g: the line of infanh{, tbu? efol" F!n{ae' sidze.
About this timé, a .i:ixd hbraemah was'seed rid-
ing from the fort: towdrd tharasine-iathé “rear;
but no effort was wade ta_jntercept him. -It:.was
now generally believed that the furt Was either,
deeented, or else théy ‘were laying in ambush fo
encourage the'closer Approach ofvur fottess The
order waa given, and & compaoy from ‘Lawrence
kpovn as {he ** Stubbs,” charged through the fart
and down into a steep rivine whepa it was suposed
the Ruffiats had hid in the low brush and timber.
Not a soul could be seen, and the'Chivalry, who
figured 20 bravely at tbe destruotion uf’ Lawrence
were, on this occasion, not o, chivalrous. On
scanning the prairie with a lelescope, a fow atrag-
gling hursernen were secn riding at fall gallop, A
negro tlave-boy, about' eighteen ‘yeara of age,
erawled out of the brush semétvherd, and reported
tbat some sixty men hid boen.there: about an haur
g0, but when they saw us coming they mounted,
and rode away. As the case was reveracd and as
his master bad ran away from’ him' inatead of he
from his master, I told himhe was free. I
not see him afterward, but I suppose Le weot to
somo of the cabins of the Pro-Slavery aettlors,
clise by, with whom he was probably acquainted,
A great many Interesting relics were takem'frim
the fort before it was destroyed; sowio'of them
indicative znuulgl}! of the character of.its inmates,
For istance, there was any quantity of * yaller-
Livéred” 'literature; a copy of * The Lawa of
Kansas,” bound in calf; several silk parasols and
ofber articles of dress belonging to the Lawrence
Iadies, taken duiing the sack on the 21st of May:
and some United Scates wuskets, But the best
tr?by of all—one which exbibited the sppreciation
and taeto of its des; to the best advant
was a flag with & white ground, ia one corner of
which were thirteen black stars, Across it were
threa black stripes, each about six incbes wide,
and in another eorner were tho words, **Enforce
the Lawe, 76, with the names of two ladies,
supposed to be the donors. The fort, built of
logs, l‘amrcd and hewed, with its port-holes,
barricades and entrencbments, was soon de-
molished, and wo returned to this camp tired
euvough. The camp-fires are now bumnieg, the
Clicago Company and Gen. Cook fvel fine, and
4 al] goes merry as a marriago-bell.” PoTTER.
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