THE BAITLE BUTWELN (OL. MARVLY
AND THE HORDER-RUNFIANS—TRIAT-
MENT OF FREE-STATE PRISONERS,

Carxopozdcnce of the N, Y. Tribune.

1 AWRLNCE, K. T., Sept. 22, 1855.
1hare been waiting for soe days to unriddle, if
rossible, the wyatery whick hangs around the posi
tion of Gav. Geary in relation to the Bogue Latve,

To me that position is etill a mystery, and I there-

fore propose o tell you what tho peaple here think

about it, judging him solcly by his acts since he
came into the Territery, Some of theso acts were
duly meutioned iu my last lctter, and the state of
the case will more fully appear by the follqwing
staterent of facte, made to e by Lieut. George

Earle of the Lawrence * Stubbs,” who was mado

prisoner by order of Gov. Geary.

T need not reetate the circumstances which lod
Col. Harvey to start to Lanc's assistance witha
force of over 100 men. Tt appears now that the
pecple here sent a diepateh to Geary stating the
caee, and ing some of the ges which
that body of Ruffiana were evcry day perpetrating
upon Free-State men, and_atking him whether it
would be right to go to their astietanco? To thia
Gor, Geary replied by a meesenger, toho ncoer
reacked Lascrence, that ¢ ey must not go. Nomes.
seuger roaching Lawrerce, Col, Harvey marched

on Saturday uight, aud oo the pext day (Aug, 14
e m. lyr:i‘éed at's place where wasa sawmi
and improved claim belonging to a Free-State man,
but now entirely deserted, where they rested. This
wes eix miles from the Ruffian fort beld by the
+ Kanzas militia.” After eating eome roasted corn
for breakfust they started, and at about 11 a. m.
they got within Tange of the fort. They placed
tbe pieco of artillery in front, aud ~were
.\,Ppuned b{ Captain  Cufter's company
of infantry.  The cavalry then rode to the right of
the fort, and were immediately fired upon by the
Ruffians. The battle then commenced. "The
Stubbs were placed in a ravinento the right of the
fort, the cavalry (who had uow dismouuted) in a
cornficld within Sharp’s rifle shot. The battle
ruged, though not incessantly, for about five hours,
and just as the artillery were taking their third
position, a flag of truce appeared, The Lostilities
now censed, but Col. Harvey told the flag-bearer
that until the blach flag which floated over the fort
was tahen down, he would listen to no propositions.
The flag was immediately hauled down and des.
troyed by themselves, each “protesting that he did
not belpraice it.  An agreement was then entered
into tbat they would retire and disband peaceably,
There were three Free-State surgeons alung, and
some of these volunteered to dress their wounded,
They had three killed and seven wounded. The
Free-State men had five wounded. They (the
Ruffians) numnbered eighty men, arnmed with United
States mushets, knives and revolvers.

At G p. m, the Free-State men marched back to
the place where they bad rested in the morning,
and in the mean time had sent their surgoous to
Lawrence with the wounded. They reached the
mill where they inteuded to camp for the night.
Col. Harvey hud been mvited to eat supper at the
cabin of a settler a_short distance from there, and
alter geeing that his men wero as comfortable as
circumefances would perinit, he went there, About
10 p. m,, the guard discovered a body of mounted
men on the hill overlooking tho eamp. On being
challenged, they stated that they were United
States troops, Capt. Wood commandiog, Capt.

ocd rode down aund inquired if this was
Harvey's cawp? He was emswered affirm-
atively. Be then iuquired for IHarsey
Scine one said he was not there,  He then ordered
the Free-State wen to fall into Lue.  About fifteen
did so. He then irformed them that they might
consider themeclves prisoners. He was thenanked
upon what nuthority he acted. e replied, * By
authority of the United Stalcs, and imhr of

Gor. Geary.” Ho told them that they ioust
lay down their arms also. Capt. Bickerton, of the
Frec-State Artillery, sald that, of course, they
would net resist the United States troops, and
would lay down their arms, provided he (Wood)
would be responeible for them., This was promiscd,
and the prisoners were marched, without food, thy
sume night in the direction of Lecompton, whero
they arrived the next morning (15th) at 8 o’clock.
Here they were drawn up in line, and the ’ro-
Slavery men_began to try to taunt them by calling
them ** Abolitioniste,” sud other names, aud crow-
ing over their present condition. They were told
1hiat Lawrence had been *“ wiped out™ last evening,
and otber things ealeulated toexcite them toa quar.
rel. DBut they bore these insults calmly.

They were then marched to the cawp of the sol-
diers, aud #lthough they called incesrantly for food
and though one man sunk down from exhaustion,
no food wan furnished them till 8 o'clock p. m.
Tley were furnicbed with hard bread and bacon,
aud though thishind of fure was reugh and unusual,
yet it wust hase been sweet after a long march and
{(with the exception of some roasted corn) a fast of
furty-cight hours,

An incident [hn}»penﬁl at Hurvey's Camp which
is, perhaps, worthy of rccord. Immediately after
tLe arrest of Harvey’s mcn, the Pro-Slavery guide
who showed Capt, Wood where the Free-State
cump wae, rodo off in the direction of the Pro-
Slavery camp, intending, doubtless, to put the Ruf-
Gans on their guard. He wasimwediately followed
by fkree dragoons, they supposing that he wasa
Free-State man wlko was fryivg to esca; They
told bim to halt three times, He rafueeseio do so,
and they fir He turned in his eaddle and re-
turped the fire at the dragoone, They then fired
once more and shot him through the heart. On
bringivg bhim to the light theﬁound it was their
guide. "His body was tuken to Lecompton, td to
4 feed-bux ebind ene of the wugons,

‘While croreing (he ferry at Lecomnpton on Mou-
dsy merning, quite & number made their escape, so
that when they were counted, there were 101 in-
rtead of 125.  Yor shelter, the prisoners had onl,
two small tents, which would shelter, if’ crowded,”
¢ight or ten persons.  The balance had to take the
prairie for a Led, and the beavy night dews forcov-
eriug,  Lieut, Earle epeaks in high teris of the
kivdness of Lieut. Colburn of the United States
aimy to bimeelfand other priconers.

On Thureday, (Sel;t. 38), sixteen other Free
State prironers were bronght down from Topeka,
On Friday, fifty of them were marched down to
Lecompton to be examined before Judge Cato, "Chey
were lived around the Court-room, aud the citizens
weie told to look at the prisouers and sce if they
could identify any of them,  Several of the Ruf-
fians whe had promised Col. Harmey to go home,
stepped forward and identified fifteen.  The Judge
remunded all of them back to prison till Mouday,
sudsaid  that there would be more witnesses againat
them then! Notice was accordingly sent around
totLat eflect, o that Pro-Slavery men can have a
chanee to h;ung up charges against them., The
fifteen identified are charged with murder, robbers,
gruud larceny, and all the uther crimes in the cal-
endar.  Of eonree all the others. will be identified.

On Friday night Mr. Earle, with three others,
teok ndvnmu&;e of the intense darkness, and rolled
abeut a bundred e-nrds. crawled about as many
mor8, &nd, = ket Srougn thew outside the senti-
nele, they mado trachs for home, 'Tis =aid others
have rolled ont.

Pre-Slavery men,in the mean time, are swearing
to the ownenhip of I'ree-State Lorses nud rifles
whichthey never owned. lndeed, upon application
to Donaldson, they can sometimes be hug without
an cath, and {hus Frec-State men are being robbed,
while they have no chance to rebat the oath, or
prove fhat their property never was owned by its
claimant.  On being remonstrated with abont this
mmtter, Mr, Donaldson made this reply: “ If you
are released, you can apply to the Courls for
redress.”  What consolation{

The murderer of David Biftum is atill unarrest-
od and unkung. 1t is very singular that ke is not
yet taken. Not a Pro-Slavery man bas yet been
arrested in the Territory, by order of Gov. Geary.

I have just beard fiom Lecownpton. The Froe-
State men are in charge of Col. TaTUS, Whumn
Geary has corelled as a captain of a company, uu-
der conmand of (fen. Smith. Of course, the
Free-State men will be well taken care of by Titus,
Geary was down kero to-day, I underatand, trying
to raise & compuuy of volunteers to senve, like
TiTL®, under Gen. SyiTi. I think the number
(¢iglity-three) can be raised to-imorrow. But they
will never conzent to be used to enforce the bogus
laws, g0 that Le eaunot ensnare them in that way
at leant,  The Free-State men were not examined
fo-day before Cato. They were remanded back
again till to-morrew, ‘They will be represented in
Cenrt by M. J, Parrott and H. Mills 3foore, esqa.

1 have refrained, thue far, from commenting to
{Le dicadvantago of Gov, Geary upon these facts,
althvugh heee facls sre made” the premises from
whicl, without a very intricate mode of reasoning,
it ja nesumed that his infiuence is against the Froe-
State cause. True, he may be able to show the
wiedom of bis policy, and such wisdom may be
self-evident to the Buchanan organs of the nation;
yet be will probably fiud that there are other ele-
ments than Buchananiim at work in the popular
beart. I huve mo doubt at all thut Gov. Geary
nieans well, but when we remember that he is sar.
rounded by the same batch of Territorial officers
which eurrounded Sbannon—when we remember
that these men will offer their counsel and wield
more or lees influence upon him—when we remem-
ber that these men, from Woodson down to Cra-
mer, hate with malignant hatred anything which
locke'like Freedom—when we remember thit he
was eppuinted by a puerile and wicked Administra.
tlon, and instructed by the head of a bloodihirsty °
D?mment—when we remember all these things,
and many more as strongly to the Kuiut aa these,
we are fearful that the design of the Presidentis
to cruth out Freedom, and that even the individu-
ality of John W. Geary may be submerged, and .
perhape Joet, se Sharcen's” wae. jn this grand ‘
effort, FPOTTLR,




