Manifesto of the Border Rufans,
AN APPEAL FROM TEE PEOPLE OF KA vSAS TERRITORY
‘THE TEOPLE OF TUE UNION,
4), A1E03 8.1
1y t3 oar friewds

70
[From, tke Kamsss Lty Futerpriso
In juetics 1o oorselves, aTd &9 &
Narthard South, we préseptn frak, brief stutement, of
the causes which comipel us o A leptile noly metus Joit
e to enenre the preservation of oar poaucal rights, 03¢
property, our bomes—oar very lises.
‘Belere tee act to orgaeize 1he Ter,
Nebra:ka tecame asiaw, 1beab: s, members of
Ctogress, of the Legizlatres of tie New England States,
wilh cthere, men of Wea th and tzient end enerey, ro-
golred to Cefeat the purpuses of tast bUlL; o prevent the
yeople who might rettle tose Territories from deter-
runing their pohtical couditen—frem deciling for them-
selver whether slaves sould be beld 1z tose Territories.
Th. v boasted that Ibey bad tbe meo aud the ‘money
prectically 10 euiliy the law; aud even before it becams
 Jaw, as a means of defeating s operation, they procarcd
tbe incorporation of compapivs, With miliions of capital,
uxder the false name of ** Emigrant Aid Societics,” whase
avowed objects were 10 force 1nto thia Tercitory & popu-
Jation which should exclude slaveholders thercfrem.
be miscalled emigrants fntroduced by these sosieties
were not such as Eave settled, or would Daterally seitle, &
| pew country; they werc mot expecte become * get-
1ers,” permavenly to cecepy the conntry; did not come
1o better tt eir copdition, to make homes for themselves
or their childres, but were hired 10 come to the elections,
10 remain only 10 vote, o secute the election and obtain
the control of the Legislature, and then to pass laws es-
clodirg slavery and siavehoiders frem the Territory.
1bis meazs, before & population suficient 1o estab-
Tish 3 State government, could be introduced; before the
time could arrive atwhich it was intended the people
+hould be freeto fix their polilicsl condition by the adop-
tion of 8 constitation, {keir action was to ba forestailed,
1be principle of the law practically defeated—the people
of one half of the Union excladed. ~
Net only ¢id they prociaim this 10 be their purpose,
beast of their ability by excesa of men and money to
eflict it, but their birelings were fornieked with arms,
2nd caite threatering violence 10 all who dared oppyse
them,
The pecrle of western Missouri, who kuew the fitness
of Kansas for slave Jabor, were anxious that the psople
of the South thovld nave the right i common with the
people of the North to occury it; Dal
1key themeelves should bave the Tight 10 ocor
in fheir neighborkood, adjoining their very farms, sepa-
rated frcm them bot by an invisible line, which every
man ia Mang or Maseschuscts Wes entitted to comie
and yossess. When, Lowover, it was proclaimed that
they were mot only to b excluded from Kansas, but
in the exd were to be cxpelied from taeir bomes in
Missouri, they were forced to look to their salely—
10 make sacrifices, nowever great, to protect themselves
sgaimst the threatened attack. They asked mo favors
by legslstion, no_advattages in officil appoigtments,
Dt were contented to ~play (he game”” that was ofiered

ories of Kans1s anl
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them.

‘With ail the oddz of men and woney againat them; with
all the obetacles whicha corrupt end creity Goyernor,
vested with almost unlimited power, could throw in their
way; without belp, almost without éympaiby of friends,
+0 helplecs ecemcd the girnggle, they entered upon the
contest for their yights, and won. They succeeded in
placing in the Territory more cmigrants than the money
of the abolitionists had been able 10 transport, and elest-
ed the Legislatare.

Tecome g0 hold that they rcake b secret of thel: foter-
vors. Thry e2im faber partioa of an_army Galled by
thera, *tbe army «f the North,” and 10 b* Waziag a war
1 £3IprITEZUOD EEATSL €1ery Tan who Is £ob aa aholi-
O estor Shetron dared uo awsit the arivel o his
cuctseor, bt abandons bis pe:t aud leaves u3 ¥ibadi
woverzor,

Ve bave asked fhe aproimtment of 3 successar wha
«was gequanted with gur cop:Litidn; who, 8 Citizeo of tae
Territery, idecnfed with s iotereats, famultar wrrt its
Yistory. woud pot be prejudiced or misled by the fabie-
Loods which Eave been ro syatematically fabricated
«gzinst Te—one who, heretofore a resideat, as he is a px
uveof s ing Stave, is yet not a '
but bas the capacity to appreciate #ud the bolducss an{
integnty requisite faitfolly 1o diecharga bis duty, ve
garcless of the possible effect it mizbt have npon the clec.
¥iom of £eme pelty Foliticien in a dietynt Sta

Ja Hs stead we bave cne appointed who is
ovr condition. a strapeer 1o our people; who we have o0
10uck cauee to fear will, 1f R Worse, Prove mo maro eili-
cuest to protect s than his predecestors.

With, then, 2 goverument whick bas proved imbecilo—
hag failed 10 entorce the 1aws for our prowction—with an
army of lawless banditti overranaing our country—what
shall we ¢o?

Thovgh we bavo full confideuce in the fategrity and 0
nelity of M. Woodsor, Pow actiog s Governor, We know
rot at what moment bis anthorny will ba Suspeaded.
e carnot await the convipience in coming to ur newly
appointed Governor. We canrol hazsrd a second editan
«f imbecilty or carruption.

must act at orce and elctively, These traitors,
scassins and robbers muet be pubished, must now be
avebt a lesson they Will remember,

Wage D0 warupon men for their opinions; have
never attempled 10 exclude any from seliling amoag us;
«e bave demanded oply that all ehould alike submit to
the law. Toall steh we will afford protection, whatever
will be their political opinions. _But Lane’s army and iis
+Blies must be expelied from the Territory, Thus alone
vake salo OUK Pertors or property—taus aloas
30 we briog pesce to our Territory.

To do tkis we will need azsistance. Our citizens, uaor-
senized, ard many of them unarmed, for they came not
us €ol¢iers—tbough able_heretafors to aszemble a force
suficient to compel the obedience of the rebsls, Gow that

¢y bave been strengthened by this invadivg ermy,
tharongbly dnilled, perfectly equipped, mounted and ready

‘march 2t & moment’s notice (0 atiack our defenceless
setrlements—may be overpowered, Shonid we b abls
< ven to vanquizh this additional farce, we are threatened
with 2 further invasion o hize charatter throngh Jows

ignorant of

2

d Xebraska.
Tis is 5o mere local quarrel—no mere riot: butitis
war—a war waged by 81 army—a war professedly forour
«Xtermiation, ltisno mere resistance toihe laws; no
smplo rebellion of our citizens, bt a war of invasion—
the army a foreign army—properly named ihe “army of
1he North.?

It is, then, net only the right, but the duty, of all good
itizens of Missouri ard every otber State to ‘come 10 our
apce, and enable ue 1o éxpel these invaders.

3r. Woodson, ince the resianation of Governor Shan-
zon, ‘m the abstnce of Governor Geary, has fearlensly
met ke resporsibil.ties of the teust forcea vpon him, has
preclaimed the existence of the rebellion, and called
¢n the militia of toe Territory to assembic fof Hs suppres-

:on,
We call on you to come; 0 furnish us assistance in

After
o bear to defeat us. - Reeder attemptod to diorgenize the
Legislature he Ead been compelied by his official oath to

ci Failig in_this, and tneir instrament Reeder
being removed, the abohtionists, despairing of success
otherwise, determined to regort to thelr “last hope’’—
force. Kot beiog ablo 10 1w to serve them, not
Garing to trust the validity of the laws to the decision of
the courts, the proper tribunal, they resolved 10 sci the
laws at defance, They procecded 0 organiscs State
overnment, end under this mockery atlempled & revo-
lotion, organized an army, evccted their jortitications and

defied the ofticers of the Jaw.
' Ope year ego Governor Shannon was compelled to call
cn the militia of the Territory 12 enforce to the law againsi
them. The law-abid:ng citizens responded to his cail, No
sooner were they assembled than the rebels sued for
rexce, professed a readiness to submit to the law,
pledged themselves to aid in its execution, begged only
not {0 be degraded by being deprived of thar arms,
aimed ozly the right to test the validity of the la¥s by
an appesl to the courts.

The Governor, confiding in their pledges, acceded to
tbeir requect and disbanded tbe militia.

No zooner, howerer, was the force which could have

i iesi than

wpelied their submitsion
boasted of their succezslol knavery in’ deceiviog the tos

confihng Governor, Armed a3 they were, fortified, and
encouraged to hope for aid and proteczion jrom the Con-
gressabout to assemble, in ihe county of Couglas, and
olbers in which they were concentrated, they renewed
wheir 3ebeliion, instiiuted a system of atrocities whic
ihey believed would resultin the expulsion of all law-
ubidiog citizens.  Exbeldened gtill further by the trea
sozable kction of tho majority of the House of Represen-
tatives, and of their Investigaling Committee, they pro
ceeced £ far that sgain the power of the liw-abiding
citizeng was required to compel their submission.

No eooner do the paople assemble in force saificient to
compel their obedicrce, than sgain they profess with decp
hemitity heir repentasce and readiness o submit to the
iww. The leaders of tacir rebellion having fled any
\bandoned them, thefr fordcations destroyed, their
capnon und arms Which could be found taken from them,
taercy was sgain ¢atended 10 them.

While we shocld frankly say that there was hardly a
eflectieg mi the Territory who placed any trustin

Eeir promises, it was yet bellesed that, convinced of
sker Teskress, baving been twice overpowered, the
migkt submit, and the paicful necessity of their esoulsios
I extermination, Which their repeated outrages had be
s 1o make scem mesitable, be aveided.

We inclive to believe that such might have becn the
vesult but for the system of extraordioary blunders

Abich Eas characterized the administration of the Terri-

ol government, from the moment of their fecond sub-

oliriovists in Congress—the aid in men, money and mu
witiens of war fursished (aem by the poople of {he non-
~lavehoiding States,

Inctead of retaining a civil posse which wa3 effective,
mmediately on the capture of lawrence, the stronghold
of the traitors, Governor Shanmon. as if Cistrastial of the
#Itizens, 25 if 1o protect the treitors, cansed the citi

be , apd called out the troops of the Uuited
States.

‘The hopelessness of a successful rebellion being thus
twica fully esposed, immediately on the disperson of the
tbe aboliticrists commenced assassinating the

«w-abiding citizens, driviog them [rom their homes,
hurung their dwell.ngs, destroying theie property. in tha
vounties of Douglas, Lykmns and Franklin, where the
=bolitinpists were strongest. ‘Thetroaps were pawerless
© Protect our friends; oo the contrary, as employed,

Y were a pretection to the rebbers azd assassies.
an army can Qisperse a mob, can captere another
army with their drams beating and colors flying, thay
but give notice to the micnight iccendiary, the robber or
usrassin, and advise (hem 0 escape. Brown and his ban
oltti, with the blood of the mnrdered Wilkerson and shez-
man, of Doyle 2nd his sons, not yet cold upon their hans,
#ith & Marshal's osse Sent10 arresione of their pum.
ber—prisoners caught in the act by Col. Sutaner—are not
aply suffered 10 £0 iree With the Borses and arms which
+key bad taken from their prisoners, but are coarteously
entreated—sin ply adviced to go home. WEite Pate and
is posse are rugely icsulted, Drown aod Walker are

ufered to march &t the head of their assassins from
vouDty 10 county, Wile citizeLs who asserable 1o arrest
+he marauders are ériven back, actually expelled from
+he Territory by the troops under 13is commander, be
canse they are fouud with arms in their hards, thovgh
tbieir only arms had been distributed to them as Territo-~
) wilita.

Toall this we submitted, under the promice that the
::!::dshmll\l be entorced, our lives and property pro-

cled.

What hias been the result? The House of Representa.
sives proceeds wilh its efforts to disorgaise our govern-
ment—10 eet aside all our laws—to bring anarchy upon
us.

The army, falsely represcnted as our protection, is re-
quired 10 be dicbanded, unless we are deprived of the
protection of the law.

Mass mectings are beld in cvery nonshveholdizce
State, 1o contribute aid to the rebels and assassins in our
widet; pational conventions assembled to devise means
07 raising an srmy to destroy us. Lame—a traitor, a fu
£itive frum justice—is permitied openly tn traverse one
half of our States, enlisting &0 army 0 exterminate us.
Not an effort is made 10 arrest him.

While the eplistment of a bandful of aliens te fight
»gaiDst u forelgn power calls forth all the energy of aur
government, the zeal of every oficer, from President to
City Marshal, to check it, is decmed umatoned for hit
€ause 10 hazard n war with the mightiest power on earth,
&n army is raised openly, and boldly marched thousands
of miles through States 'snd Territories, under the com
mand of & tugitive Irailor, to invade our oil, subvers oor

ps are cnlistel from Boeton to
organized and equinped at Chicaghais marched through

Iirois, Yowa and Nebraska irto Kansas, and thraugh tke ;

heart of our territory—its progress is poted aud heralded
—ts leader #tops by the way i proclaim the war of ex-
termization be intends 10 wage against us—to gather,
with the promise of epoils, recruus fo his forces. The
whele government is paraigzed. The federal, the State,
:he Territorial governments, all alize dare not meet tbe
tavader. One branch of the government alone is awaxe
—tbe Bouse of Representatives is azuve in removing atl
obetacles from bis N

with his army, enters our Territory. His con-
federates in our midat hereldiore confining themselves
10 the arsass!

of indivduis, the pilage, the burn-

begin to embody;

tosurrender, when they are taken prisoners, i -
ing plundered end buraed: They march (hvmy ooy
very Jimits of our Capitol, and this, 25 they avow, was
only eaved by tae storm of raiz, that rendered their fire
&rms useless.

All 1bis s doze under fbe very eycs of ihe tr
ke United States. And 5o attémp 38 made o abrent

Wen Governor Shannor; hoping that
harm him, who bad taice saved themn rom moronrs ,.::f
ishment, who bad, er unwittngly, so eflzctualry
protected them, ventores to Lawrence, ‘which ho hay
ssved for -them, and calls 0n them to reiéave the prison-,
ers they bad taken, big hfe is threateed—he is told that
they do not recognize him &8 Gosernor—that they aro a
portion of the “‘army af the Nerth"—are at war with the

ané kold trerr i

They demaod and compel him 10 excharge the .
Titus and kis feliow prisoners for, fetors held in costody
tRéer arrestfor arsch atd robbery. Ihey bave mow

A

uen, d muniucss, that we msy drive ous
sms “army of the North,” who would subvert our go-
vernment zed expel us from our homes..

ur_people, taongh poor, many of them stripped of
+heir all, others barrassed by the fiend3so that they have
veen unable to provide for their familice, are yet trae
wen; will stana with you ehoulder to shanlder ia defence
uf ot rights, of priccip'es in which you have a common
it net deeper inicrest than they.

By the wene of this etroggle I to be decided whether
uw or Jawleesness sball reign In our country. If we are
vanquiehed, you too will be victims.

Tet pot ovir appeal bo in vain.

D. R. Atchisce, B. F. Treedwell,
Joe. C. Andereon, &

. Cook,
Wm._ H. Tebbs,

T. B, Rosser,
W, J. Preston, S. J. Jones,
A. A Preston, J. 1. Striogfelloss,
P. I. Abel.
Avctsr 36, 1856,

We, be ailizens of Miszourl, urge our Jellow citizens
23d the citizens of uther States to respond to the ebave
call of {be citizens of Kansne,

W. Locipban, AG, :
Oliver Anderson, Jessee Morin,
Jno. V. B

B. J. Brows, oid,
Tecry L. Routt, E. F. Striagfeliow.




