VOICES FROM THE POLITICAL PRISONS OF
KANSAS,
GeEat Pourticas Prisos,
Lecomplon, Kansas, Oct. 19, 1836

T the American Peoples
1t is well known to the whole cirilized world,
that, previous to the arrival of Governor Geary
in Kansas, the Territory was ravaged by a most
direful civil war. It is equally well known that
in all that terrible drama the people of Kansas
were alone the sufferces, and that organized
bands of robbers and murderers from an ad-
 joiuing State were almost the sole perpetrators.
I the beginning, they had wrested our Govern-
| ment from ns, aud made our laws; but fnding

' us, a3 should be every people who have once,

iusled the swaets of liberty, unwilliog to fawn
to their dictates aud acknowledge them our
lords, they used fire, statvation, and the sword,
to bring 08 to submission. Haviog no other
recourse, our people were at last compelled i
resort to the stores of our ememies for the
necessaries of life.
As we have said, sach was the condition of

things on the arrival of onr new Governor. e | vp2

appeared among us about the 1st of September,
sod was baled as our deliverer. The much-
lamented Msjor Hogt, who had known Geary
in Pennsylvania, in Mexico, and in California,
assured us that we might hope for justice and

Geary's militia, after the murdering of Di
Baffam, passed through Lecompton unde
Black flag, the emblem of pirates, no 0ge ¢
ing to molest them. A large portion O
nawber have families depending wpon 0 €
ings for support, and outstanding crops of g
value going to waste or saffering heary los
We com now, &t last, to spess of @ sub
100 immediate, 100 vital, toadmit of our past
it unnoticed, yet too full of horror to dwell upc
e allnde to ourtreatment and condition iz
our coufinement here, any description of whi
must come far short of the terrible reality.
few of our guard will ever be remembere
s with emotions of the deepest gratitude 10
their hindness, but the greatest portion of thei
are dranben, brawling demons, too vile an
wicked for portrayal. Times withoat numbe
Lave they threarened to eitker shoot or stab .
and not anfrequently bave they attempted 8,
earry out their base and hellish threats. Seg,
eral nights bave the guard amused themselveg
throughout their different watches, by cursin
us, throwing stones at the house, breaking i
glass, sash, Se. Two large cannon stand
S but a fow yards from our prison, and twd
night has the match beea swang several hours
in-the bands of the gunuers, wilh orders to dis-
charge both, heavily loaded with shotand slags,
o us, in case ocur friends should come in
sufficient force to avenge our Wrongs. These,
however, are only slight, compared with otber
inaults and sufferings heaped upon us daily. |
Most of us are poorely clad, few have any bed-|
ding. Our prison is open and airy, yet small, |

protection. Geary’s course at L

City, and the assorances of Mr. Adams, bis
confidential friead and adviser, together with
our ardent hopes for peace and rest, led us to
believe he would e our friend. All, at least,
were williog to trust bim, to act with him, 20d
under his sdvice. Nor was this confidence in
his friendahip shaken by bis Inaugarsl and
Proclamation, which was issaed on the 11th,
copies of which were brought down to Lawreace
the same evening by Mr. Adams, and rewd to
the people. We therefore detenained to tahe
1o offensive steps without his sanction.

'At daybreak, on the mornuy of the 12th of
September, Governor Geary, at the head of 400
United States troops, rode up to the fort ou
Capitol Hill, near Lawrence, and ashed who
bad command of the place. Captain Bickerton
answered: * I have the honor to comand hers
st present” The Governcr then advanced,
saging, 1 am Governor Geary, of Kausas; L
have come to prevent the effusion of blood.
I have heard that & body of fifteen hundred
men were marching on Lawrence, for the pur-
pose of destroying the town.” Geary was then
ashed if he knew that 10 b a fact, and replied
that he had it “ofticially.” Captain Bickerton
remarked, that “1f there are no more than §if
teen bundred, they will £o back faster than
they came.” 'With an appearance of astonish-
ment, the Governor asked, % Dan't you expect
1o e yorerned by the Consfitution” ~Captain
Bickerton responded, that the Free State men
had always been goserned byit, ¢ Weli)" said
the Governor, 4don't your people sometimes
burn houses aod commit other depredations?”
«1 should not wonder if, Ly this time, some
have become g0 exasperated as to do 30, re-
turned Captaia Bickerto, sdding, a3 he pointed
to the brags cannon, 4 Sacramento,” “1 wis st
Frankhn, and aided in the taking of that: I
was also st Washington Creck, aod at Titus's
Fort. We found Titus the evening before en-
gaged in roblung houses aud stealing horses,
{and, ke might bave continued, “msking at
tempts upan the Tives of our citizens.”] Ifthe
destruction of such dens of murderers and plun-
derers is house-burning, then are the Free State
men houseburners indeed.” The Governor
sard that he most see that the laws (Tertitorial)
be obeyed. Bicherton replied, that the Free
State men could not do 80, 80 long as they be-
Tieved Slavery 1o be an evi, for they could not
even express sentiments jn accordance with
their ehef, without exposing themselves to the
heaviest penalties, After same further conver
<ation shout the “1sws,” and their validity, the
tGovernor inquired a3 to who were the constitu-
ted authoriues of Lawrence, and being answer-
ed that there were no persons poscessing that
pacticular title, he offored 10 “trent™ with Cap-
tain Bickerton. The Captain, however, declined,
aud sent the (overncr 1uto town, where he was
warmly welcomed by & largze number of citizens
and other Kansas seftlers, who have takeu
refuge in the place, the Governor ass ing them
n & epeech thut he intended to drive all lawless
bands out of the Territory, but for the present

rius for their o profection, and not doband
wntal ke shouldpirst have accomplished his part.
Whila Lawrence was being visited by the
Governar, a*band of Southern marauders, under
the lead of one Robestson, madea descent upon
tho town of Grasshopper Falls, ani after plun-
dering the same, set Lire to it, burning & con
siderable amount of property. They then re-
treated to Hickory Point, where they intended
to remain fortified until called upon by the
wmain bady of the * Law and Ord>r» army, to
aid in the “wiping out” of Lawrence. The
day following, General Lane, who hal not yet
seen the Goveracr's proclamation, with between
30 and 160 men, happened to pass near Hicko-
ry Point, and at the unanimous demand of the
Ctizens nnder him, led them to an attack upon
\he forrified suffians ; but having no artillery, he
found himaelf unable to dislodize them without
ereat loss, 80 withdrew, sending to Lawrence
for repnforcemonts. Lane’s messenger arric
st hawreae un fhe evemng of the {3th.  Maay

were in a quandary. Itobertson's company
would soon join the furces before Lawrence, and
toust be whipped then, if oot now. Which
courss should be taken? Mr. Adams, the
Giend of the fioverner, and who remained in
tewn afier the depastare of Geaws, priviie;y
advised many to go, and publicly sanctioned
the expedition, remarhing that he would go
bumself, 1t he ouly bad  borse! This decided
the Lo-rse of the people. They thought for
once that they copis e‘e~ their bomes snd
L iteide with the approbatiad of hign suthoriiy:
| A furce of 120 was soén rale-d and marched
uuder the commaad of Col Harsey. In the
mean tioe, Lane scce;ved the Goveror's Proc-
Iamation, so he withdrew from Hickory Toiut
aud afterward disbanded bis men; but this di
‘ot deter Hurvey from mahing an attach upon
the fortified position, which he di, completely
routing the enemy, willing on2 of thejr number,
and wounding many othera. Sack, at least, i3
{ho charge against bis mea. On our retorn,
e encamped fivo miles front the scene of ac
tion, where wo were all taken prisoners that
Wbt by 2 detachment of United Statea dea-
oons, ander the command of Cap
Qar forces numbered 101, No resistance was
imale to the troops. After being deprived of
our &rtud, & gtrong gusrd was placed aroundus.
‘About thya time, the guids, a Pro Stavery man
Uy the name of Grayson, fearing thet Captein
Wool might possibly arrest the other party
also, 23 intioations were male to that effect,
B robe through the guard for the purpose of giv-
og them waroing. He was hailed by the sea-
tizel, hut did not stop, at the same time eryirg
ogt, “ Halt youyself; i—1 d&—n sou!™ At
thia tke weutinel fired, but witnout etrect. firay
son retarned it, the bali taking effect in the sen-
tinels shoulder. Two other sentinels advanced
»nd fired, one shot going through the heart of

adrased the Free Stale men to yemaa wader | ¢

wished 10 obey the summons 2t once—otlers |

and, without, surrounded with unearthly flths !
within, all & ing witl i \ !
thing—-mixed with misery. When youtks, we |
Titeaod srith doubt to tha dark stories of the
Jersey prison shipa, and the black hole of Cal- !
cutta, never dreaming that we should at Jastbe (
a sad, actual part of their counterpart! More .
than once have we prophesied to one another, :
that all would not leave this charnel house zfive. |
Qur assertions have been verified. Several bave |
been daugerously sich, one has died. Iisname |
was W, Bowles, and formerly from St. Charles, 1
Mo, He labored with us nobly for our God-
wives rights, and it was with feelings of unut
ferabla sorrow that we parted w.th him. After
an fllness of two days, he left his suffennzs this
Tmorning at 1 o'clock. Before his deatk, we
reyuestad the officers of the guard to have bim
removed to & place of quiet. We talked and
became tired, yot nothing was done. Last night,
all the physicians in town were sent for, and
euch refased to come.  Dr. Joln P, Wood, whd
is also Judze of Prot d C: mmittal Josti
could not come, % becanse he was sick;” et he
was seen that evening, as well as the following
‘merniog, doing bard Iabor. Otbers had reasons,
we know not, what. Dr. Brooks was sent for
five times, but, as ho was at a card table, play-
ing pober, be awore he “would not lewve the
game to save every G—d d—d Abolitionist in
the Territory.” Many thanks, however, are dus
to Mr. Caldwell—s Pro-Slavery man, and Mar.
shal of the townof Lecompton—for the Kind aid
he gave us.

The Governor paid us avisit yesterday mora-
fng, which is the third sinee our {acarceratio
We showed him young Bowles, aod toM kim
we fearcd this was the beginning of an epidem-
ic which would prove futal to not n few. We
showed him our scuuty clothing. He giid that
the Grand Jary, which was in_session all Tast
sweek, would probably finish its business by
night; that all against whom no bills were
found would beimmediately released; and that,
althouzh he was going away, and should be ab-
sent soveral dags, yet be should leave ordecs
that all those retarred should be provided with
every comfort that could be procared. Butthe
Giraad Jury has uot ended its esamoation, and
none can tell when it will, hnesssod deatl
of the most horrid forms are in our midst; the
scrapinge of Pandemouium surround us; we
can see nothing left us but anappealto the last
tribunal, with God a3 our judze, and out jury
the reat American pecpie. \We are willing to
sufler, i necessary, for the cause of Liberty aud
of Kansas; but is it necessary?  Will you ao-
swer to God, and Jet us hear your decicion ?
Nofe.—Of course, every prisoner whose nsrae
is here attached i3 not perseaally knowing 1o
every indecidual slafement : but every statemeut
hore made is huown by wwny of us to be com-
posed of nctual facts, and ull are satslied of
their truth.  To the name of each subsenberis
attached his_formcr residenco:
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Giragson, killing bim instantly, This sthe osly
toundstion for the story of & “ great fight be-
tween the AboLuonists and the Government
troops,” so much circuluted by certan partics.
The nest day, we were ‘marched to Lecomp-
1an, wkeore e wera for the first weeh under
Zuard of the Lederal troops. We were then
g ribod to the prsowhouse, where we now
are, guarded by the Verritorisl militia, nive-
tenths of whom are non residents, and intend
leaving the Territory so soon a3 the time of
their three months’ ealistment under Geary is
out. A number of otber prisoners bave been
LrougDt 12 813, charged with various offences.
A number have escsped traw thus Gea o1 ko
Tor, & few hsve been diseharged, and one was
X'J-ced {his morning by the Great Peliverer.
Oar nomber = 20% sinety-eight, eighty seven
e e beld on thé Hickory Point cherge,
The remainiag eleven are suspecied Cf DTER
Leen engagel in feeding their starving families
ith bread forcibly taken from thuse Wk yere
ndsavoring to destroy them. Time and again,
the Goernor has sail ‘that no sction should be
taken concerning political offences committes
grevioya fo the issuing of bis Proclamation, yet

| ¥ ore than once since ha3 be furaished that
portion of the Feders] aray uader bis commend,
1o make seizures of persona 0 ch;{ged. e
2o all held, either againat this promise, of fr
eing the adrice of one supposed to spesk
anthoritatively. ‘And in all thig time, nota Pro-
‘Blacery man has beer. qrrested, aithough Gav.
Geary and the . S, Marshal conul U85 bat
ST of erimez and wurders without number,

" conanitted by the leaders of that purty. Lyven



