KANSAS.
Prisoy or Tut Hrxnzen,
Lrcowrroy, Kavsis,
Thursday Evening, Oct. 15, 1836,
To the Editor of the National Era:

Thiogs still move o in their wonted coarse.
A brave paople can be forced,to sequiesce in
& system of Government for themselves which
they bad no band in makiog, only by 5 strong
military power.  Such bas beed the case in all
ages and with all men, while they continued ‘o
be men, and such ia the case in Kausas now.
New prisoners are still bring bronght in, and
others, after wechs of sulfering, during which
they have contracted diseases which wll in
many cases accompany them to their graves,
beside the loss of ticwe and property, which the
enemy have plandered at the prisoness’ bomes,
while they are bere for nothing ia teath but the
crime—in Kansasit ésa crime—of daringtowish
and labor for the extension of the rights of man,

harged, when the d ho hold
sway find they have the wrong man. Gov.
Geary is still in favor of allowiny the people to
govern themselves in all things, uurestricted by
suy power whatever, and yet, at the same time,
he'ashs us to submit for a little while to the
government of a forcign mob. By that little
while he means uctil an entire new Legislature
could beelected. Todothisevea would require
anotheryesr. Batthisisnot ull. Therearecoun-
ty oflicers a; soiuted to serve for four yesrs yet,
and any law repealing or watenally modiffing
the pretonc. & one under which they were ap-
pointed, weuld be declared unconstitutional or
invalid *¢ any aud every ove of our Territorial
or Fed-"al Courts baviny jurisdiction in the
case. ‘To talk of such subaussion, to a people
who have orce tasted tho sweets of Liberty, is
useless hypoerisy, We have already endured
war—most korrible war—for epiniow’s sake, and
we are willi g, yes, anxivus, to endure it to the
end of our lives, rather than be for one hour the
base slaves which such submission would make

3.
On Saturday last, the people of Topela first
heard of the confinement of William Q. Fisher—
of whose case [ have once before written you—
i default of fumediafe payment of a debt of
35, and on_ Sunday they sent down & messen-
ger, who paid the money over to the Court, from
which he obtained an order to the oficer of the
guard for Fisher's discharge. It was dark be-
ore he passed the outside post of the sentiuel,
but fearing they wouid drum up some mnew
charge on which 1» arrest him, ho took a by-
path, and went all the way to Topeka the same
aight on foot, althrugh Le was thought hardly
able to walk, and hiad becn under care of the
physician durimg reost of his imprisonment.

While these nezotiations wete going ou for
the discharge of Fisher, znother prisoner, E. K.
Moftet, former)y from Ohio, was mahing arrunge-
ments for *pawring ofl " with bim. lle cut o
hole through the tloor at the south end of the
prison, and at night passel tkroagh it,und in g
short time succeeded in making n hole in the
wall, by which he could pass through under an
elevated building on the south, between which
aud the rest building there is an alley three
or four feet in width. The first building 1s used
as the guard room. The sentivel’s post extends
from the south end of the prison directly into
1he street, leaving this alley about twenty five
seet beyond the post.  About three o'clock on
Mondsy moruiog, Motlet crawled out into the
alley, and, afier walking off very quietly two or
three rods, was scen by the sentinel, who hailed
him with ¥ Who goes tbere?” 4 Officer of the
uspht,” responded Moffet, considerably accelg-
rating bis gair, Thé centinel called out the
sergeant of the guacd, who eame out and fired
twice, but by this time the prisoner was in the
woods. Titus got out his regiment, and scoured
the bills unil dayliaht, but to no purpose. Kvery
morning, at eight v'ock, all the prisoners are
paeaded 1n front of tke prisea for roll call and
ccanting, As luck for us would bave it, the
officers have whways been very car-less in stri-
Ling from tke roll the names of those who have

discharged.

Some two weeks ago, the ofncer of the gaarl
carelessly erase] the nawe of Clacles Duzzes,
whom Colonel Whipple's regiment, when sack
ing Osawlie, found in pnson at that place,
with three leary chains about him—all for
steahing hig own borse. At his examinstion
for that beinous offence, all the witnesscs ad
mitted that the horse belonged to Digges, and
ths commtting justice granted the same, but
s2id he was guilty of two cffences which would
answer his purpose 23 woll as il’ he ad stalen
the horse. These nere, that in the first
he had “negleled or Tefused cecourse to the
Tervitoral laws;* and, secondly, that “ the
d—d rascof e fron Chicago.” Wellzs 1
was going 10 61y, it wag arrazged that at roll
call, Digges should answer to the mame of
Moft, the olject of which was to prevens the
officers and other autborities from Lnowing the
residence of the prisoner ko Lad esveped ; for,
ence knowing i, we tacughi it not improbable
that they might send spies to his house to ar-
rest bim While paging & lust visit to his family
before tleeing to the States, e Dnmes
were unswered to as usual, which was a subject
of no huttk ise to the officers. 1 ined,
bowever, to ascertain who was tlo mising
man, the prisoners were onlered to step in front
and form another sank o3 their severn] names
were caled. Bt this ume, Digges eaw eome
Fro Slavery men in tho street, who were looking
at the prisxoaers, and, well aware that they would
recogmse hita a2 not being Mopfif, no one an.
swered to that name; and after the oyl was
over, Digzes was standing alons m the rear.
Colonel Titus, whe wai present, siier ascertain-
ing his ngme, sad alio fiudicg it marked on the
soll * diacharged,” ashed him why he reniained
Lere, acd was answered by another prisoner,
that boarding was cheaper bere than anyahere
else. This was a settler. Titua aos relishing
the idea of huring s fnend Donaldson being
a1 the evpsaze of boardiag prisoners who were
tept korg illegally, be vrdesed the zuard to

33 Digges ont, ila did not stop to take bis

xtea vivtbes, und even forgol his breakfast,
which was in waiting.

The troors came back on Mondsy fram an
unsuccessful gearch for [ aye, up towards Ne.
Lraska, In reply to svae wuestions ushed them
Ihy the grleazers, they savd they “didnc find
ulm much They came wpon a trsin of emi
gracts to the zumber of 240, all of whom were
taken into custody, and marched under guard
to Iadiancla, a small town oppocite Topeks,
and ou ibe worth bavk of die Kaw. Tues-
day cveninz, ibe Goseraor went up and beld a
sounci} with them, Finding them to be peace-
fal emigraate, e welcomed them % gladly and
heartily " to the enchanted land. e left un-
Ger g showar of cheers, and the emigrants lefi—
some for Topeka, others for Lawrence and
other places. Itissa d that the Governor spole
very complimentarily ot their conduct and =p-
peacance,

1 bave weitten you of the seizures of Babcock
aud Yoy gt Topeka, and of Mitchell at West-
on. Tketwo formes were farther examined on
Monday, and tinally dwcharged, the offcials
apprehending they were getung into greater
ditticulty than they had sought. Captain Miteh
€ll was brought in by the Marsha} the same
dag. Annexed will be found kig statement of
the whole affair, which way Le relied upon as
tr eyery particular, 8

The grand jury did nct get tegetber until
Tuesday. It cousists of eighicen men. s:argal
mewbers are professed Auti Shuvery or Vedo
Stafe men, one 3 member 0; the rree Stufe
Legistatare, but o aost stringent blacklaw
wan, and but little, if any, more to be relied
uwpon than avowed Pro-Slavery men. Bat
Composed, as 1t was, wholly of our enemies, or
of thoae who dored not proclim themselvea
cur friecds, the grand jury found nothing in
the testimony, tahen befere Judges Cato and
Lecompte on our _preliminary examinasion,
which would, in their opinion, warrsas them in
indicting us. Scores of witnesses have beer |
called, but 83 et only two indictments bave
been found. These are ayatust fubu Rilchey

of Topela, for sacking the town of O+awhi

on
the 8th of September last, and Ezekiel Whippla

of Lawrence, sapposed by the enemy fo ba

Colonel Whipple of Topeka, who commanded

the second regiment at Osawkie. Roth will ba

tried on Saturday. Whoipple wi'l not attempt

to disprove his identity with the Colond of that

nsme, but will cenfine his defence to an alibi.
In Ritchey's case, the main question will come

up. The proof that he was a participart in the

affair is irresistible. And were it less o, it
would make no difference.

The Free State party were driven by acfual
1rar, and by impending starsation, to take from
those who had bronght these calamities upon
us, provesions and necessary elothing, by the
same force which had been used in attemptsat
our destruction. Mr. Ritchey with others
choss this course in preference to atarvation,
and he is too bold and is too conscious of the
sighteousness of hiz cause, to shriah from auy
just aceountability. R

Daring the preliminary examination, beforc
Judge Cato, of the Ilichory Point atfuir, seven
of the prisoners were identified by witneses
present, as being concerned in this battle. Thiv
morning, whils we were on parade, several o
were in that battle, on the side of the enemy,
were brought in to examine us for identification.
They testified to recogaising five more. Thres
of theso were doubtless there; bat two, llenry
Hoover and J, H. Kagi, were both at Topka
the whole day of the battle, while the former
resides at Pleasant Hill, ten miles from Usaw-
Lie—being at that time twenty miles farther
than his home from the scene of action. An
alidi will be proved in both cases. I think that
all arrested on the charge of being engaged
there, will be discharged by Satarday, or early
next, week—probably, though, 10 be ted
on some other charge.

One of the guards, who went with a prisouer
to the river this moruing for water, tried to et
him to run, sayine he wonld sheot arer bt
The prisener recollected Laving heard some of

guards saying they shoukd atiempt sows
such game, if they could get no other chance to
shoot any of us.

I learn, that while on his way to the States,
. Miles Moore has Leen acain arrested by
aaother mob down at Lexington, or some cther
point on the river. 1 can give no particulurs.

The authorities, receivirg information thst
some of the late emigration would puss on thetr
way to Lawrence ig-day by the main read,
which i3 three miles from here, became fearful
of u rescue, took away the militia gusrd, and
again placed over ug one composel of regular
troops.  Ha they bave given vp relinnce on the
potency of their uniform for protection, The
militia are all in camp, ten or Giteen rods back
of the prison. .

STATEMINT OF CAPTAIN MITCHI'LL
 PRisov AT LecowrTon,
duber 16, 1836,

Dear Ste: You ask of me a brief statement
of the eircumstance of my seizure and subse
quent imprisonment and nrrest ut this place,
together with such ollie= facts 23 may b usces-
sary to o proper uaderstandint of tho case.
Below, 1 will endeavar to comply with your re-
quest:

I was born in Canton county, Kentucky, in
the year 1327, 1 resided at my lurthplace until
1451, wheu I came to_Liberty, Clay county,
Misgouri. Two years since, 1 came from the
Intter place to Kansas, and have, during the
Tile peace that has heen left s, hecu carrying
on the trade of muster builder, ut Topeka.

About the first of June Jast, 1 was elected
Captain of Compang F, Topehn L'ree State
Volunterrs, and served in that capacity for wp-
wards of two mouths, and resigned that offica
at the nrgent request of General Lnne, who

ive me 3 tormission B3 OGE OF hix aws.
When the General went to Nebrashn, shont the
time of the arrival of Qoverzor (eary, for the
purpose of escortiag down from thers & compa.
ny of emigrants, who were in waiting near the
line, I accompriniad kimt.  n account of somss
necessary business trunsaclions, however, | did
not return with the company, a3 1 hud expact
ed, bt rammoed st Nebrashu tity nntd the
2d inst., when, supposing that peace had en-
sued, I thoupht J could come home in safetz
by wag of St. Joseph, Wanton, and Leaven
worth—this Leing a guuch more comiorinble
route than tho uninkabited aud direct one, |
tooh an espress for St. Joseph, st which place
1 emharked on hoard the steamer David Tiuus
for Weston, where [ arrived Tuesday morn.
ing, the Tth.

A short time afier my srrival, o crowd of
men, of ali ages—and degrees of drunhenness-—
began to ]X::nlbtr about the holel at which I had
putup. In this assemblane was Deaft Thom
308, who had known me during my residency
in Liberty, and bad since lesrned that 1 coms-
maaded A tompuny of Frea State volgnteers.
Thomssam is Lnown s being one of the mast
nolorious pawblers in Western Missouri. This
man busily engazed himself in pointing me
out 10 the mob, who received his remarhs anid
epithets with the most fiendish shouts and exe-
cralions I ever heard.

Tn an hour and a balf or 0, a man came up
to me, and, after considerable hesitation, seid,
#Wetl, neighbor, 1 suppose 1 ahall have to ar-
rest you.”" I nsked him by what authority he
did 0; and be rephed, that “it was said | ha.t
been captain of an Aholtion coupany up 1
Kansas, and it was his duty, s an cllicer of the
city of Weston, 10 arrest me, and send we to
the Marshal of the Territory.” 'Thia cllicer
then procared of Thomssan snd of Dr. Striryg-
fellow the names of several persons, which, he
eaid be wished 1o seud to the Marshal, 33 wit-
nesses against me. Some oljected to my be-
ing seot to the Teritory. Stringfellow wag
foremost amony these. e said | should b
hung at once; that such s procceding would
save a great deal of trouble; that there would
then be 1o diffeulty -rith me hereafier. After
considerable dehilerslion, however, it was dv
cided that | should be zent in irons to Leaven
worth, to bg there given into the charpre of the
Mazshol. Mang expressions, which § canoot
remember, such us “Uang the G—d d——d son
of & b——h,” and others, *0a indecext to think
of writing, were applied to me during this cou-
ference. This particular one was several times
used by Pr. Stnngfellow.  The olficer then left
me, extizely unprotected und surrosnded by
the mob, and in n few moments returned with
a pair of handculfs, which Le, with others whow
be bad called to hig asmstance, placed wpon
me. A caniage was then procured, i which
T was placed, with a guard or deputy, of the
name of Owesa; another rde beside us, un n
mule. Under this escort, 1 arrived at Leaven-
worth the same day. I did rot come sil the
way in itons, howeser—for, before procecding
far out of Westcn, Owens zédressed me with
“Mr. Mitchell, I believe you are s winte man
and a gentleman; and no maz of honor shou'd
be treated thus, like & dog,” aut took the jrons
off me. At Leavenworth, I was delivered over
to U, S. Deputy Marshal HcMechan. Ie taik
ed of taking me 1o tbe towu of D-laware, to
place me in jail there; but or my Chering ta
pay the expeises of a guard, if bo would let
me remain at Leavenworib, be sent for Dou-
aldson, who consented to my offer.

A guard of twa waa employed, botk in the
room with we. Soue nights, when all were
drusk, they would imagine that Lane—Jue
Lane, thes called him—was consing to rescue

me; and then they would put oa three addi-
tional guards—one at the door of my room,
which was in the second story, arotber at the
top of the stairs, and suother at the fuot. DBe.
wde this, o large drioken crew wers hept
acound the building Lelow. My expenses fur
gard and luard wie cight dellacs aud by
cents perday.  Severnl Limes the crowd camie
into the oo to hang me.

I remaned &t Leavenorth wntil Sundey,
the 12th, when Marshul Uonaldson started
with me for this placo, whera we arrived cn the
morning of the 1.h. I was lodged fa prison
iu sedissely on my srrival.  This worving ©
“was iaken before Judge Wood, for examina-

tias, und then for the first time saw the ware
ram under which they say J was arrested. It
rxerely set forth that T %had been teen passing
threugh Daawhie ou the first day of the attack
at Iickory Poiut” Theee wilbestey testified



on examiratioa to the charge in the indiet-
ment. Judge Wood then s61d be should re-
ommit me, te awais the action of the grand
jury. I ssled him if I could be admitted to
Tail —telling him at the same time that ¥ asked
merely vat of curiosity; that I did not intend
to give bail. At ihis he retorted, that if I
wouid pot give bail, he would not inform me
what sum he had fised; but that I might rest
aesured that it would be steep enough for all
purposes. So I was retursed to pnson, and
hbere I remain.

To each and every ove of these stalements
1 am willing to make cath.

Yours, Xe, Marmiv J. MiTcueLe.
Me. J. H. Rugi.




