KANSAS.
I Prisos a7 Lecowrton,
Saturday Morning, October 3, 1856.
To the Eiditor of the National Era:
| Since my letier of Monday, there has been
10 visible change in afslis in Kansas.  In iu-
fluence aud power, despotism still scems to
predominate; yet they have not altogether
been able completcly 1o sever justice from
bope. ‘There is ro little bitterncss of feeling
among us, when we think of eur condition—of
beinyg packed together, like Leasta ot felons, futo
2 small, damp, and loathsou:o prison, for noth-

ing but a dufferenca ia political views, aud a i

tenacity in npbolding thom—for the pretests
used by our enemies are a9 false 2s the as.
sumption that Llerty isa lie. Vet the feelings
of the Bogusoctacy sesws terribly groond st
the baoyancy of spitit we occasionally show,
and appear o think we have no right to hope,
that our very souls should he strichen with 2
terror of the horrors they wonld ghdly inllict
upon us.

Joseph C, Anderson, of Lexington, Mo., and
occasionally prosecnting altorney befora the
Court of Judge Cato, said, the other diy. that
sothing but a knowledze that we could be res-
cund at any lime we might devire, or a befief
that we would not be very severely dealt with,
could account for our unerashed spirits, and
often jubilant feelings: that Lane would be
here in a few weeks, with several thousand
armed men, of which we were perfectly aware;
and that rothing Lut & speedy and terrible ex
ample woald insure ohedience to the bogus
lnws, and the safety of the Union.

Five prisoners were released on Monday
evening, by order of the Governor. The cir-
cumstances of their amrest and imprisonment
are these: One Falton, who says he ia “Sherifl
of Calhoun county,” some time during the last
campaign went with & mob, and disarmeid some
Free State people,living near Indianola. Ilehad
also hired some osen of others of his neighbors,
and afierwards refused to give them up to their
owpers, 1lis brother and two sons defended
him in the commission of these outrages. Tho
injured persons at last combined together, and
went to him, demarding their property; with
which demand he found it his interest to com-
ply- Since the whoiesale arrests of the last
few weeks commenced, this Fulton laid in
court a charse against the persons afvresaid,
of “robbiag his ho 1ss of one yole of oren, and
other articles of personal property,” for which
they were seized and imprisoned. Afler a
week's anxiety and suspetse, they were brought
up for examination. Lefore this was entered
upot, however, Fulion came to the prisoners,
zud informed them of the sorrow he felt for
having them arrested, sayirg that he should
give no evidence that might cooviet them. e
said he had been hasty in the course he had
first taken, and, his cool reflection telling him
how wrong it was to seek rezenge upon his
neighbors for snch trifling offences, he had
changed his determination. He hoped they
would remember bim Lindly for his forbear-
ance. The real canse, however, for thig change
was as follows: Evidence had lately been ob-
tained of his having stolen several horses fram
bis weighborhood, and run the same off to Mis-
souri. Some of these horses belonged to one
of the prisoners whom be had had arrested,
who, not being one of the strictest of Free
State men, threatening to prosecute Fulton,
the iatter conciuded it best to back out. _Well,
the examinaton was commenced, but Fulton
telling the truth aboot the matter, which was
not deemed safl'cient to commit them, the case
was suspended indefinitely. I believe. The af
fair shortly afterwards coming before the Gav-
ernor, he ordered their liberation.

This same Fulton had another man arrested,
on a charge of stealing a cow. On examina-
tioa, it was proven that the alleged theft was
nothing more than a purchase, although the
purchase money had not yet been paid.

‘The Court committed the defendant to prison,
until payment should be made. The price of
the cow was thirty-five doliars. He asked to
be relsased by givicg security for the payment
of the sum in five days—but the Court refused.
The oficials have a design in heeping him here,
and be wll be hept until that design is accom-
[ lished, or il they are compelled to Jiberate

im. Day before yesterday, one man was dis-
cha"ged, and yesterday four others—tbe causes
in eac case being similar to those which acta-
ated Mr, Fulton in that first mentiozed above,
Otherwise, they would wl have been kept
imprisoned. Oh! that the people f the States
could know the smallest proportion of the
‘ wrongs perpetrated against the pecple of Kan-
8as by the mob-born Barons who try to role
‘over them!

" Judre Lecompte arrived on Monday evening,
and % examinations, since had, bave heen be

fore him. A prisoner from Pleasant Hi!l was
examined on a charge of stealing three Shang-
fiai chickens, and recommitted in default of|
bail in the sum of five hundred dollara.

| All the prisoners, except one, bave had their
preliminary trisl. ~ Eighty-eigtt are committed

for murder, and fourteen for Lighway robbery. | b

Another waa brought upon & charge of robbing
a man of “three stacks of oats and five acres
of putatoes.” No evidence was found against
im, but the Court and prosecuting attoruey
‘eay they will beep him until they get some,

Spies, under the name of gaards, are still
kept in the prison, for the parpese of catcbing
whatever admissions we may make, ard usiog
the same in court as evidence against us. The
threats and actions of the militia, as well 43 the
citizens end hangers-on about town, are causes
of moch annoyancetous. No prisoner dare,
without great precation, veoture to spproach
a window or door at night. But an evening o
two since, three large stones were hurled in at
us, but luckily bitting no ove. The guard amuse
themselves by panching us with their bagoneta
when we come uear them—and they ofen leave
their posts for tha purpose—and by now and
then taking sight apon us with coched guns.
A man living just across the street got three
gucs ia his Bouse one night, and gave direc-
tions to his household to prepare for ires ibv-
Litionists for Lreakfast, e swore he would
Lill ten of us before morning. Ry urder of|
the Governor, ha was pat under guard for the
night, Whether his relish for an Abolition diet
bas iu any way dimicished, I kaow not. Thirty
Mississippians acrived bere yesterday, and, of
course, most of them wera very anxious to get
a fuir view of 2 “Livg Abolitionist ;™ 39, the of-
ficinls being disposed Lo gratify them, they were

brongkiintotakealookatthe caged lions.  Their
conversation was of the most insultin s character
possible. Their words may be given, but their
manner of delivering them, never. One of them
approached a prisouer, aed pusked up bis hat,
at the same time coarsely exclaiming, “ raise
your hat, God damu you; J coms from Missis-
sippi.” Many otker of their expressions were or-
naented with jewels similar to the above.
These are characteristic of the whole course of
Rullisnism in Kansas.

‘The Ituffians nre making great preparations
for ths election which comes off on Mouday.
Four wagon Joads of whishy have been Lrought
into Lecompton alone, for vse on that day. They
will be lefi to have their fan all alone—ihe Free
State men will not vote. But of this the Pro-
Slavery partyare not certain; and this, no doult,
accounts in a great measure for the arresting
business, which haa of late been carried on so
largels, and which our enemies expected would
bave been much more extensive. Over seren
Kundred writs for the arrest of Free State men
are now in the hauds of ratshals and sheriffs,
They are a very numerous class here, bat their
virlles canaot be ssid to be in proportion to
their number. Deputy Marshal Cramer, a few
dags since, refused to serve a writ against &
ProSlavery man but the Governor, bearing of
the =ir, gave him to understand that be was
1o lsager an United States oflicer. Another of
Donaldson’s deputies took it into his head that
he had to taheand heep as his own the property
of any person whom he might Arrest—thi:s mui-
Ling himself a conliscating General. So the
other day, after arresting two wen who had
come iz from the conatry en horseback, he took
possession of their horses. Complaint was made
10 Doualdson, who said he would inquire into
the matter, and se¢ jstice dene. e mself
aficrwards told me that he fonud the casetobe
a3 represented; he told the owners that he had
sont the horaes home; but they have not been
heard from siuce.

Donaldson is as saintly an old hypacrite s 1
ever hoew, ITo says that he tuhes sides with
no partys that Lie is neither Free State nor Pro-
Slavery, but mercly in favor of * faw aud order.”
Nee am 1 surs bot that be has at present some-
thing more to influence him than politicad de-
sires.  He receives from the Government three |
elollars uwl fifty cents per weck, for the Loard |
of eath prisoner suder his cliarge, tkile it cotts |
hiue gust one wrenth of that sum!  Anlyet he

ways scolding aboat our ¢ating 70 much,
No ittle nneasiness i3 being felt, it is 8 id,
concerniny the lately avowed political opinions
of Judge Cato. I'wll explain: Mr. Litchey,
of Topel, an sidderamp to General Luns,
had been examined Dbefore Cato last week, on
several chares—among others, one of rescuine |
4 prisoner (rom the hands of a bugus Sheriil.
Mr. Ritchey admitted the rescue; and,in a few
lain, common sense remarks, went oa 1o show
“the invalility of the Territorial laws, and ‘
commissions granted under them: and thatthe |
socalled “Sheriil” had no more right to the |
custaldy of the priscaer than he; and said that |
whea lie saw a man m the situation in which i
Le found the prisoner—who hal a log chaia
around each anble, snd ancther about his body,
and wag compelled thus to labor in a saw mill—
Lis ideas of duty promptesd lum to the course he
bad tulen.” TheJudge listened very attentive-
Iy, and said, in repl5, “tbat he would not at
that time argae the valiity of those laws, hut
that, even considering them of no biuding effect,
1t must be remembered that there was & higher
law—one far above all laws made by man™—or
“raftian,” he is accused of baving mentally
ded. However, T do not. think this “misun-
derstanding ™ will resnlt in angthing very seri.
ous. Ihave before neglected to note the arri-
val of the late Vermont and Massachusetts
omigrant_ train, numberinz about 130, under
charge of Mr. Redpath. They reacked Topeka
on the 26th ultimo. Oxn learning of their ar-
rival, the Marshal, withi a equad cf troops, went
up for the purpose of arresting Mr. Redpath,
on a churge of % juvading Kansas with a foreign
arms  Meny of this “army ® are women and
children, who, I doubt not, thought themselves
inbly dianified on hearing themselses thus
styled. Mr. Redpath happened to be cat of
town, and, [ bear, was much grieved at finding
Limself the egase uf so much trouble. The
next day, he came down, and had a private in-
terview with the Governor, wko, on being told |
and satisfied that the great “invading army”
was merely a company of emigrants, who kad
come here with the honest purpose of taking
claims, bringing with them agricultaral imple-
wents for their cultivation, building them com
fortable homes, and hecomiag sober, quiet citi-
220, hut had brought armg with them tor the de-
fence of their persons and rights, he told them
to lave no fears. He said that they had an
undoubled right to come in this manner, and
snould be protected in doing so.

A few days ago, Capiain Walker was sent for
by the Governor, who desired an interview with
him. The Governor wished to get Wulker to
raise a company of one hundred piched men,
drill them weil, and have them in readiness for
suy emergency. They had not been long in
conference, before the Marshal entered, and,
=pologiziog to the Goveror, told bim he was
under the necassity of proceeding %o arrest the
Captain. Governor Geary doubted the neces-
sity, and so informed the Marshal. e told;
him that Captain Walker was here under bis
safe conduct, aud shouid be molested neither
here nor while on his way home. Some Raf
fizng who were near offered their assistance to
the Marshal, but Tites, who has always given
Walker the credit of saving his hife at the time
e was taken prisoner, bearing of the difficalty,
came, and, putting bimself between the Marshal
and his desired vietim, declared that the Cap-
tain should be arrested only over his dead body!
The Marshal and bia friends then withdrew,
and Colonel Titos himsell escorted Captain
Walker oct of town. .

1 bave just learned that T1. Miles Moore, of
Leavenworth, was taken prisouer at Kansas
city, on Friday, by & squad of Kickspoo ran-
gers, nod has sines been taken to Leavenwarth,
1o be tried for “high treason,” I suppose, at
the next term of court, which will commence
on the 15th. The object of this is easily to be
seen. Moore and Parrott are engaged 10 con-
duct the defence of the prisoners. The course
of the cnemy is marked out. Every witzess
who has appeared in sur behalf, cr wha it was
thonght would do 80 with effect, has been ar-
rested.  Our counsel are ta be served in the
same manner. Parrott will soon be a compan-
ion of Moore's. The game will then be aearly
st an end. Secarcely a Free State lawyer in
the Territory will remain at liberty, and what
fow there are will e frightened into silence.

The next four weehs will decide the ques-
tion, whether Kansas i3 to obtain justice in a
peaceable manner, o throngh the mediam of
blood. By that time, the Governor will have
ad an opportunity of serving us, snd of prov-
for himself able and willing to protect us from
ovirage and oppression. We are still ablo to
protect ourselves 5 and when this question is

decided, the course of the Free State party will
be taben. K.



