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In regard to the second chargo: Thereis no proof
that any man was either hired or induced to come
into the Territory from aay Free Stute, murely to
vote The entire emigration in March, 1805, is esti-
mated at 508 persons (242,) including wmen, wemen
and cbildren.” They cune on srosmboats up the
Missouri River, in the ordinary course of ewmigra-
tion, Many returned for causes similar to those be-
fore stated, but the body of them aro nosw residents,
Tie only persens -of those who wero connected by
Droof wita the election were some who voted at the
Big Blue Precinctin tne Tonth Distirict, and at Paw-
pee in the Ninth Districk, Their purpuse and cha-
racter are stated in a former part of thia report.

The toird charge is entirely groundiess. The ox-
ganic law requires the Governor to cause an enume-
rution of tue inhabitaunts and legal voters to bo
made, and that he apportion the members of the
Council aud House according to this epumeration.
¥or rearons stated by personscngagad in taking tho
census, it was not completed until the early part of
Marob, 1855 (343.) At tnat time toe day of holding
the election had not peen and could not have becn
named by the Governor. As scon as practicavle
after the retarns were bronght ic, he 183ued his pro-
clamstion for an election, and nzmaeod the earliast
day consistent with due notice a3 the day of elec-
tion. The day on which the election was to be held
was 8 matter of eonjecture atl over tha country. But
it war generaliy known thatit would bain the latter
part of March. The precise day was not knowan by
auy one until tue proclamanton issuad. It was uot
known to the sgents of *he Emigrant Aid Society in
Boston on the 13th of M-rch, 1855, whon the party of
amigrants before referred to lofs (244)

Your Committee arv =satisfled that thess charges
wsre made the mere pretext to induce an nrmed
invasion into the Terntory, as a mesns to coutrol
the election and establish Siavory thera.

The real purposs is avowed nad illustrated by the
testimeny and conduct of Col. Joan Scott. ot S¢. Jo-
seph's, Missouri, who a~ted us vho attorney for the
sittizg delegare hefore your Committve. The ful-
lowinys are extracts from nis doposition:

“Prior to the ¢lection in Burr Oak precinct, in_the
Fonrtearth District, ot the 20°h of Novembes, 1834, I
had been a residen: of Missau i, aud T then determiued,
if J found it necessary, to become a restdent ot Kansas
Territory. Cn the dav previnus to the election I sertled
up my beard at my boarling-housy, in St._Jowsh's, Mis-
s0uTi, and went over to the Te ritory, snd took ooarding
with Mr Bryant, near whose hotse the polls were held
the r-e*¢ day, for one month, s0 that { might haveirin

power, by mera'y determinine to do so, to become a
resideat of the ‘Cerrifors on the day of election.

twhes Ty nume was proposed as 8 Judge of Election,
objecuons were made by two persousouls, Y * % * %
1 shen paslicty ivformed those present that T had a claim
in the Terzitervy that T had taken beard in she Terri--
iory for & mo=ih. and that I conid atl nny moment necorme
an actusl resiient and legat voteriu the ‘lerritory, and
tnat T would do o, if 1 eoncluded &% ans thme during the
day that my vote wouid bhe necessary fo earry thas pre-
cisetin faver of the Pro-Slavery candidae for dele:aie
to Congress. * * * * I4did notduring the day consid-
er it neceesary (o becoms 2 resident of the Territory for
thaparpuse mentioned, and did nos vote orofier to vole #%
tnat elecrion.

I held the office of City-At'orney for &, Joseph's at
that time, and bad held it for two orthree vears presious-
Iy, ani contmued o hold it rill this Spring. * * = *
voted atan olection at St Jeseph'z in the Spring of 1835,
apd was reappointed City-Attorney. The question of
Siavesy wa=put in issue at the clecdon of Movember,
1554, to the rsme exfent as i every election in thisg Terri-
tory. Geuneral \Whitfield wes regarded a3 the Pro Swve-
ry cax drdute for the Pro-Siavery Party. Iregarded the
quesiion ot :avery as the primarily promioent issug at
that election, and so far as 1 know, ail parties agreed in
miaking that question the issug of the election.

It 18 wy dutention and the tntention " « great many
oiher Missourians now vesident in Migsatri, whenever the
Slavery issue 1a to be determined upon by the poople of
this Territeryinthe adovtion of the Stute Constitution, to
remove to this Lerrilory in time to acquira the right to be-
coemeiegnl Toterd uponihat quegtion  The leading pie-
2.08¢ of our inteaded remorval tv the Territoryisto deter-
aiinethe domestic Tnstitutiuns of this Tervitory, when 1.
coanes 10 be i State. and we would not come but for thit
purpose, and would never thi:k of coming here but for
that purpvse. I Urlieve there area orveai many in 8is-
eorricho Gre 60 8 buated ™ -

Tee invasion of March 30 left both partiesin a
state of excitoment, tonding dirsctly to preduce vin-
ience. The successinl pirty was lawless and reck-
igss, while assuming the nameof tho ¢ Law-and-
OrgGer™ party. The other party, at first surprised
and con‘cunded, wag grestly irritared, and some
rexolved to prevent t-e succoss of the invasion., fn
som¢ Diatricta, as befors statad, protests were sont
zo the Governar; in others this wag preveated by
thrests; in others by the want of titae, only four
days beiry allowed by the proclamation for this
purpoze; acd in others by wbe belief thas a new
election wonld brieza noe invasion. About the
-same time, ail clusses of men commenced bearing
desdly weaprus asbout the person, a prastice which
hins continned tc thiz time. Under tuese circum-
atarees, & slight or acciacntal quarrel produced
unususl violence, and lawless acts orcame frequent,
Tais evil conditivn of the pubide micd was fursher
incrensed by acts of vislence in Western Missouri,
whers, in April, a newspuper prezs cualled the Park-
viile Zuvanary, «as destroyes by a raob.

About the same time, Malcolm Clark assaulted
Cole McCran at a rquastter mesting in Leavenworth,
ard wss shot by McCrex in alieged self-duofonce.

On the 17th day of May, Witllam Dhillips, a law-
ser of Legvenwortn, was f{irst notified to loave, and
vpexn his refusal, was forerbly seized, taken acrozs
ihe river, and carricd several miles into Miszouri,
and then torred aud feathered, and one side of his
texzd shaved, and othor gross indignities put upon
his person.

Previons to the outrage, a public meeting was
held, (245, at which resoluzions were unanitmously
paseed, locking to unixwful violence, and grously
intolerant in their character. Thoe right of free
speech on the subject of Sluvery wus characterized
as a disturbance of the pexce and quiet of the com-
munity., s&d as “circulating incendiary sonti-
ments' They say ** to the peculiar friends of
Northern funsties.” ¢ Go home snd do your treugon
where youmay find syrmpathy. Among other re-
solves is the foilowng :

Resolved, That the ivstitutlen of Slavery is knowmn and
recognizea in this Territory; that we repel the dectrine,
that it isa moral and poitical evil. and we hurl back:
with ecorn upon its slauderous authorsthe charge of in-.
humarity ; and we warn &il persons not to come to our

peaceful firesides to s ander us, nud sow the seeds of dis-™

cord between the mas-erand the servant; for, as much.
as we depracate the necessity to which wu may be driven,,
we cannot be responsib!c for the consequencea.

EA Committee of Vigilance ot thirty men was ap-
pointed, *“ to obrerve ana repnrt ail such persons ay
shall, * * * * by the exprassion of Abolition senti-
ments, produce distursance to the quiet of the citi-
zens, or dauger to toeir domestic relations; aad all
such pergons so offerding spall be notifiad and made
to leave the Tertitocy.”

The meeting was ‘“ably and eloguently addressed]
by Judge Lecompte, Col. J. N, Burps of Wosterm
Missouri, acd others.” Thus tne hoad of the Ju-
diciary in tbe Territory not oaly assisted at a public
and bitterly partiean mecfing, whose direct teu-
dency was to produce violence and disorder, but,
before suy 1.w 18 passed in the Territory, he pre~
judges the character of the domestic institutions,
which the people of the Territory wuic, by taeir
orgonic lawr, *‘lcfs pertectiy froe to form and rogu-~
iste in their own way.”

Og this Cornwittos were soveral of thote who held
gert-iﬁcates of ciection us mombers of tho Legisla~

ure ;
residenta of Miasouri, and weny of tho Committee
have eince been appointed to the leading oflices in
the Toailory, one of which i3 the Sheriilslty of the
County. Their firstact was that of mobbing Paillips,

Subsequertly, on the 25ch of May, A. D 1855, a
public meetieg was beld. at whica R. R Raes, n
member oiect of the Courcil, prosided, 246.) The
following sesolutions, offcred by Judge Payne, n. mem-
ber elect of the Houre, were unanimousiy adopted s

Re-olved, That we heartilv indorse the action of the
Commitiee of citizers that shaved, tarrad and tearhered,
rode on & ratl, and had soid by a negro, ¥Wm. Phiflips, thrg,
mo-al perjiner.

. Resolved. That we re'urnonr thanks to the Committeg
for faithfully performing the trust enjoined upon thom by
the Pro-Slavery Party,

Resolved, That the Committee be now discharged.

Resolved, That we severely condemn thosa b'ro-Slavery
i{lfns‘{ho. irom mercenary motives. are cailing upon the

0- :;2;7 %utg to submit without furtheraction.
‘hme wmmdn“xal in order to secure peace and hurmonv to
éla Post Yi.]'l'c’ now rolemuly declare that the I'ro.

very rarty @ill stand firmly by and carry out the reso~

lutions reported by the Commit " thas -
rase on the memorabie ?x‘lth.m i#teq appotnted for thas pur

The _act of moral perjury here y i
swearing by Phillips to » trutiu rm"’fif,'&,ggt{;’ ,’Z’nﬁgfi
to the election of Murc 2 30, in tho Sixteonth Disteick
The membors receiving their certifienteg of t,hé
Govermnor as members of the General Asscubly of the
Territory, met at Pawnee, the place sppointed 1,
ihe Governor, on the 2d of July, A. D. 1855, Theip
yroceedings are stutaed in thres printod hooks, herp.
with submitted.entitled respoctively, ¢ The Seatutey
of the Turritory of Kansas;" ‘¢ The Journal of the
Council of the Territory of Kansss,” and ¢ fhe Jonpre
nal of the House of Represeatatives of tho Territory
of Kansaa :

Your Committee do notregard theirenactmants ag

alid lawi. A Legislature thus imposed upon a peo.

T@3). W. H. Chick, Mr. Riddlerburger. (243 Wmy
Barbour. ’
(244) Charles Bobinson.

10 A, Payne.
(C# B R Reos.

goms of the others wcere then and still are !

ple canzot affect their political righta. - Such an at-
tempt to do sp, if sucgessful, ig virtually 8n over-
throw of the ¢rganiclaw, and'reducés the peopls of
the Territory, to iho condition of vasaals to & neigh-
boring ‘Stute. - To,uvoid the evils of, anarchy, no
made, but the citizens should appeal 0 the ballot.
box at public elections, to the Federal Judiclury,

and to Copgress for relief. Such, from the- proof,
would have been the course of tue people but for the
nature of these coactments und tha manner in which
they ure euforced. Taeir character and their exe-
cution have been 8o intimately conuected with one
bravck of this investigarion—that relating to ** vio-
lent anud tumuituous proceedings in the Territory”

—thab we wers compoiled to exsmine them.

The *Inws* in the siatute books ure goueral and

Epecinl} tho latter are strictly of a local character,
relating to bridges, roade, and thelike. The great
bedy of the general luws are exact transeripts from
tbe Mieseun Crde. To msuke them in some cases
cornform to the organic net, separate acts wure passed
defining the rmeaning of woras, - Thus, the word
¢ State* is to bo unaerstood as meauving ¢ Territo-
v (2475 the word “ County Conrt* shall be con-
strued te menn the Board of Commisaionera transact-
ing ceunty business, or the Probute Court, according
to the ixtens thereof.  The words ¢ Circuit Court®™
tc mean  Distriet Court,” ¢248.)
EiThe materiul differences in tho Missouri and Kan-
sas statutes are ugon tho following subjects: Tno
«qualificutions of voters aud of members of the Lagis-
Iative Assembly; the official oath of all officers, nt-
torneys and voters ; the mode of solecting officars
and their quulifications; the slave code, and the
quaslifications of jurors.

. Upon these rubjects the provisions of the Missou-
ri Codo are such as are usual in many of tee States.
But by tho * Kansas Statutes," every office ia the
Terrirory, executive and judicial, was to bo appoint-
«ed by the Legislature, or by some officor appuinted
by it. These sppointments were not merely to mset
‘a temporary exigency, but were to honld over two
Tegulur elections and until after the general elec-
‘tion in October, 1357 (249,) st which the membnrs
of the new Council wure to be elocted (250) The
mew Legislature is required to meet on the first
3Monday in Jannary, 1858 (€5L) Thus, by tke
‘tetms of theae ** Laws,” nhe people have no control
whatever over either the Legisluture, the Executive,
or the Judicial Departments of tne Territorial Gov-
wrnment, until a time before which, by the natural
rogress of population, the Perritorizl Government
‘will be ruperzeded by a State Governwent.

No sossion of the Legislature is to be held during
1866, bus the membe: s of the louse are Lo be vlect-
wd in Octobor of that year (2562.) A candidate, to
Tbe eligible at tnis election. must swesr to support
the Fugitive Slave luw (253,) and esch Judge of
‘Election, sud each voter, it challonged, must taike
the #ap:e osth (254.) Tne same oath is reqaired of
every officer elected or appointed in the ’I‘eryitory,
and of every nttorney admitted to practico in the
Courts (250.)

A portion of the militin isrequired to muster on
the day of clontion (266.) ‘Evory free wuite male
citizeu of the United States, und every free male [a-
¢ian who is made a citizen by treaty or otherwise,
@mod over the age of 21 years, and who shallbean
@nhabitant of the Territory and of the: County and
District in which he offers to vote, and shall have
paid 8 Tenritorial tax, shall be a qualified eloctor for
ull elcctive offices™ (207.) Two clusses of persous
were thus excluced w&xo by the orgaunic act were al-
lowed to vote, viz: these who woutd not swear to
tthe oath required, and tbose of foreign birth who
bad declarsd on oath their intention to becewme cit-
iizens (268.) Any man of proper age who was in ¢tne
*Territury on the 8ay of election, and who hal paid
©ne deliar as a tax to the Sherifl, who was to be at
the polls to receive it (239,) could vote us an *‘ia-
habitant,"” althougo be had breakfastod in Missouri
and intended to return there for supper. Thureecan
e no duabt that this unusual and uvconstitutional
Pprovirion was inserted to provent a full and fair ex-
preesion of the popular witl in the clection of mewm-
bers of the House, orto cantrolit by non-residonts.
Al jurors nro required to be selected by the Sheriff
and ¢ ro person who is congcientiously opposed to
4ho holding of slaves, or wpo does not admit the
2ighbt to bold sluves in the Territory,shall be u juror
31 uny cause" uflectizg the right to hold slaves or
‘rolatirg to slave properiy.

The Slave Codo, and overy provision relating to
sluves, ure of u churacter intolerant and unusual
even for that class of legislation. Toe character aad
conduct of the men appointed to hold office in the
Terricory contnbuted very touch to produce the
events which followoa. Thus, Samuel I. Jones was
appointed Sheriff of tho County of Douglag, which
included within iv the First and Sucona Election
Districts. He bud made himself peculiariy obaoxious
to the settlers by his conduct on thbe 3Uth of Marca
in the Second District, and by his burning the cab-
ins of Joreph Oakley and Samuel Smith (260.)

An election for Delegates to Congress, to bo held
on the 1st aay of October, 1858, was provided for
with the sxne rules and reguiationsas were applied
to other e:cctions. The Frec-State men took no
part in this elecrion, having made arrangoments for
bolding on election on thefith of tne sume month.
The ciri1zens of Missouri attended at the elecricn of
t+ho 1st of October, some puying the dolisr tux, oth-
ers ot being required to pay it. Thoy were pres-
eat und voted at toe voting-places of Atckison (261,)
and Doniphan (262,) 1n Atchison County ; at Green
Surings, Johnson Conbty (2053) at Willow Springs
(#64;) Frazkiin (209,) and Lec nupton (266,) in Doug-
188 Uourty 3 at Fort Scott, Buurbon County (2573)
&> Raptiste Laota, Lykius Couuty, where some Ia-
éiane voted, some whites paying tha§l tax for them
(265 3) ot Leuvenworth City (268,) and at Kickapoo
City, Leavenwortn County ; at the latter place, un-
der tho lead of Gen. B T. Stringlellow and Col. Lew-
iz Barwes, of bissouri (270.) From two of tho olsc-
tion precincis ut whicn it was albiegad thern was
illegal voting, viz.: Delaware ana Wyandosse, your
Cuvmmitteo failed to obtain the astezdance of wit-
nesses. Your Committeo did not deem it necessary,
ip Tegard to this clection, to enter into details, as it
was muuifest thar, from their being out ons can-
didate—Gen. Whirtield—ho must have received a
mwajority of the votes ecusr.  This election, tierefore,
depends not on the nuber or characcer of tho yotes
reeoved, but apon too vahaity of the laws under
~hich it wus hetd,  Sufficient. testimony was taken
to show that the voting of citizens of Misgsouri was
pricticed at this election, as at ail formor electivns
in tne Turritory. ‘The following table will exhibit
the rosult of the tostimony as regurds the number
of legal arnd illegal votes at this election. Tne
County o} Morshull embraces the same territory as
wasincluded in the Eloventh Discrict; and the
1easons beforo stated indicate that the great major-
ity of the votes then cust were cither illogal or fic-
titious. In the Conuties to which our examination
extended, there were itlegal votes cast, as nsur
as the proof wilt enable us to determine:

Abetiect or Poll-bools o Qetober 1, 1835,

. - -t
#¥s & % 8
Pu® o S, HMpSEa
T - oM
COUNTIES. TOWNSINNS, o &3 & 2 oE B
S L] [ %
s 2= « > Ob
- A
“8 @ © oz =&
Atchison....Gragshopperi..., 7 — —_ - —_
Shannou.........131 [ 1 £ R— -
Bourbon ceeceseaecees eeesesea 242~ 249 50 1093
Rrown....... eecssessesrssesses 4 — 4 4 —_
Calhoun.. ceasestnsencesees 20— 20 99 -
DAVIB.ceesrsnsnnsccrrasssosncse 3 4 3 12 —_
Doniphan, ... bwt Gakeeeoenoo 42 — - 41 1
Jowa.eiicieneres 31— —_ —-—
WEHLE ceerennnns 66 — — 62 4
Washington..... 3  — — 69 —_
Wolt River...... 85 ~— 21 & —
Douglas.....Franklin ..... ves § - — 23 €3
Lawrence.aeeeess 42— — 42 -
Lecompiou......101 - — — -
i ‘Willow 8prings.lts — 352 53 50
YTraukiia..., 1B — 15 15 —_
Jeit tereeeeerases 43 b 45 - =
JUNDEOD e et iiiereannease oae 0 — 100 00 100
Leavenworth, Atexaudria..... 42— —_— = —
Delawarc.oooea 289 — —_ - —
Kickapoeo........150 1 —_ - 50
leavenworth..,. %12 — — — 10
A Wysncotte. ..., 246 3 &5 —
LyKinf.civiierenneenns L2000 —~ 220 70 150
lynn... - 67— .
Madison.....
Marshsll... 7 - 191 24 147
femaba. A [ 6 —
Riley... ceeeseranes 2B - 28 2 -
Shaweee..... Hupared
snd Ten...eows 25 — — —_
. Tecumwsah...... LB — B2 -
Wike...e..y..Councit Grove.. 14— M -

White these enactments of the alleged Legislative
Assembly were being mnde, o movement was insti.
tuted to form a Stato Government and apply for ad-
mission into the Unicn as a State. Tne first step
tuken by tho poople of the Territory, in conscquence
of the invasions of March 30, 1855, was tho circula.
tien for signuture of a graphic and truchfal memorial
to Congress,  Your Comuwittec find that every ulle-
gation in this memorial has becn sustained by the
tostimony. No further stop was taken, as it was
hoped that some action by tho (foneral Government
would protect them in their rights. When the al-
leged Legislativo Assembly proceeded to eonstruct
the serics of enactments referred to, the scttlers
were of opinion that submission to them would re.
sult in depriving theni of the rights secured to them
by the organic law. Their political condition was
freely discussed in the Torritery during the Sum.
mer of 1805, Several meotings were held iu rofor-
ence to holding a Convention to form a State Gov-
ernment and to apply for sdmission into the Union
a8 a State. Public opinion gradually settled in
favor of such sn application to the Congress to meet
in December, 1855. The first general meoting was
held in Lawrerce on the 15th of August, 1855,

Tbedfouowing preamble and resolutions were then

28860
P Whereas, The people of Kansas have beon, since its set-
tlement, avd nos are, without auy law-making power;
therefore beit

Resolved, That we, the people of Kansas Territory, in
mass meeting assembledq, irrespeclive of par:y distinetions,
influenced by common necessity, and greatly desirous of
promoting the common good, do 'hereby call upon end re-
quest all bony fide citizers of Kansag ferritory, of what-
ever po'itical views or predilections, to consult together in
their resjeciive Election Birtricts, and ia mass conven-
tion or otherwise elect three delegates for each represen-

217) Slatutes, page 719, (248) Statutes. page 763. .
(24%) Sintutes, pazes 168, 27, 712 (250) 330, (351) 475,

{¥2) Sta uter, page 330, (253) p. 833, (264) p, 232, (353)
PP, 182, 539 616, (256) p. 469, (257) p 332,

(@58) Statotes page 24, (369) p. 333, :

(350) Samues Smith and Fdward Oakley. (260 D. W-
Field. (%) Johu Laniis. (24 Robert Morrow, 1 Jea-
kine, B C. Westiall. (264) 4. White, T. Wolverton, J.
Lej‘a. (%) 1. 3L Cox. L. A. Prather, (255 B. C. West-
fall, G9T) I8 b, Cook,J. Hamilton. () B. C. Wesi-
!!'lél!;“a?;;f',' G. T, Warren, H, Niles Moore. 1979 J. W.

armed or -organized resistazce to them should be.

tave to which said Flection 'District 15 entitled fa the
oure of Representatives of the Legziatative .rseembly, by
proclamation ‘of Governor Reeder,  of date- 19th!of Mn?.
1856 ; said delegates to assemble in Couvention at the town .
of Toyeka on the 19th day of :Beptember, 1835; then and

‘there o cousider and dotermine upon all subjects of pub-

lc i-ntoregr? and pariicalarly upon that huving refercnce
to the speedy formation of a State Constitution, with an
intention of sn imwmediate application to beudmitted as a
8ta’e into the Union of~thc'dnited States of America.

Otber mwoetings were held in various parts of the
Territory, which indorsed the action of tho Lawrsuce
meeting, and delegutes wore selected in compliauce
with its recommendations,

They mcet ot Topeka, on the 10th day of 8eplem.
ber, 1856. By their resolutions they wrovided for
the uppointment of an Exceutive Committee to con-
sist of seven persons, who were required to ‘“keep a
rocerd of their procendings, and shall have a general
superintendence of the . flairs of the Torritory s0 far
B8 regards the orgauization of the State Govern-
meunr." They wore required to take steps for an
election to be held on the second Taerday of the
October foilowing, under regulations imposed by
that Commistee, ** for members of a Uonvantioo to
form a Conatitution, adopt s Bill of Rirhts for the
people ot Kansas, and take all needful measurss for
orgsnizing & State Goveroment, proparatory to the
adwisrion of Kan:as into the Trnion ns a State."
The rules prescribed woere such s usually govern
elections ia most of thoe States of tho Union, and in
moat respects wers similar to thosocontained 1 the
proclamution of Gov. Reedor for the electisn of
March 30, 1855,

The Executive Committes, appointed by that
Convention, accepted their appointment, and en-
tered upon the discharge of their duties by issuing
& proclamation addressed to the legal voters of Kan-
sas, requesting them to meet at their several pre-
cincts, at the time and places nameod in the procla~
mation, then and there to cast their ballots for
rembers of a Constitutional Convontion, to meat at
Topeka on the 4th Tuesday of October then next.

The proclamation designated the places ol elec-
tions, appointed Judges. recited the qualifications
of voters and the apportionment of members of the
Conventien.

Afrer this proclamation was issued, public mest-
ings were held in every District in the Territory,
and in nesrly every precinct. The State movement
wos a genersl topic of discussion throughoat the
Territory, and there was but little oppoasirion ox-
hibited toit. Electiorns were held at the time and
pisces designated, and the returns =vere sont to the
Executive Committee. The following table is an
nbstract, of these returns:

Tie result of the election was proclaimed by the
Executive Committes, and the membners-elect ware
required o meet on the 23d day of October, 1855, at
Topeka, In pursuance of this proclamation and di-
rection, the Constitutional Convention met at the
time and place appointed, and formed a State Con-
stitution. A memorial to Congress was slso pre-
pated, praying for the admission of Kausas iqto the
Tpion under thas Coustitution, The Conveation
sleo proviced that the question of tho adoption of
the Constitution and other questitns be sabmisted
to the people, and requirad the Executine Commit-
tee to take the necessary steps for that purposes.

Accordivgly, an election wag held for that pur-
pose on tke 16th day of December, 1855, in com-
plinnce wirb the preclamation issued by the Execu-
tive (ommittee. The returns of this election wore
made by the Executive Commttes, and an abstract
of thim is contained in the following table:
Abgtract of the Election on the Adoption of the State

Constitution, Dec. 15, 1855,

& Exclusion 3
S ) General of usgroes 3 .
" Cons'itu- Baakizg and mu. & 3
ks tion._ Law. ~ jattoed. d§
Preoincta. Yes No. Yes. No. Yes. No. &S
1..Llawrexce..... L343 1 925 & 183 223 3@(2
Bianton... . 12 2 69 14 438 20 76
Palmyra.. .11 9 3 12 — 12
franklin... . 45 4 381 15 48 2 53
2, .Bloomington, LA37 — 122 1t 118 15 137
xast Douglas. ., 18 —~ 183 4 14 4 13
3..Topeka,...... .18 — 135 9 69 64 136
Washington 42— dl 1 8 - 42
Brownsville . 24—~ 23 2 2 2
Tecumseh.. .8 — 923 1t o4 — &
4..Prairie Lit: ., . TS - 39 33 69 2 N2
b.,Little Oeuge...... .8 7 16 12 9 T 3
Big sugare..ooue. 182 5 18 20 — 21
NeoshOeeeaseneses 13 — 6 6 12 — 12
Potawstomie...... 89 3 A 19 33 13 43
1ide rugar 42 18 84 S 42 2 60
Stantolieeeess 2 — 4 &3 3 6 a7
Osuwatamie.. .86 1 33 20 38 17 b9
T Tilti e veeeceeenaees 30 B 32 7 2% 16 4
Juniata.. 0 - 25 6 10 1¢ 31
8..0hlo Cizyeevvernvns 31 — 18 5 20 1 2
Mill Creek.eeueee. 20 — — 20 20 — 20
St Mary'ge.eieeee. 4 —~ — 4 14 —~ U4
Waobaunseeseo... 19 — 17 1 T 1 19
0, ., Pawneceeeceeeeess 46 — 15 20 4D 5 45
Grassheppar talls, 54 — 18 384 B) 3 b4
10. . Donipbatie.c.veree 93 — 5 14 2t — 2
BurrQak....coeuees 95 — 7 15 20 1 a3
Jesse Padur's..... 12 — 1 it S - 13
11..0cenB.ceccnncevess 28 — § 20 28 — 2
K cka 00....000000 20 — 71 16 4 20
13.. Pleusant H1ll..,.. 47 — 37 6 45 1 47
Indisnolg. «covveee 19 — — 13 10 — 19
W hitfeldesviveanss T — 3 4 6 — 7
14..Wolf Rivere.e..... 24 — 11 12 18 6 84
St.Joseph's vott'm 16 — 4 9 14 1 15
15..M¢t. Pleavant...... 32 — 32 1 30 2 33
16, FB5t00 savneenaass 1 2 863 10 71 — 73
17..MissioDeceenicreene T — [ 1 2 7

Totaleeeenee. o, L3146 1,120 584 1,987 458 1,778

N. B.—Poll-kock at Leavenworth was destroyed.

The Execntive Committee thenisaued a proclama-
tiou reciting the results of the election of the 15tn
of December, and at ¢he same time provided for an
clection to be held on the 155k day of Janunry, 1856,
for Stare Officers and mewmbers of the Goneral As-
gembly of tr.e State of Kansas., An election was ac-
cordingly held in the several election precincts, the
returns of which were sent to the Executive Com.-
mittee. An abstract of thom is contained in the
fol.owing tuble:

Abstract of the Rlection of January 16, 1856.

=Sec. State.;\.u A's. Trea'r

ARPUIOH "X °D
— seresesaese s3I Y ',:)

9112004 ‘A "M "A0)
$320003 "X "M, 40D ey

%g ""Q"O.L‘UJ o '-N
ceeeres TN ‘3 A

ceessensenogUI O ) “AOD
23, eneeiesneprogoy M Y "

ceeecerengArRY D

221 0100J¢ SAIL “H WD "NV
ARBIAeyUPE M W TO) d3Y

o] soe e aopANTS D A

B ) senacesnesn

Precinets. :
TWashingion.. 1 29 .. 9 29 29
Doy ivhan....23 .. 82 .. 32 .. 33 .. 32 .. R
Q=awatamie..82 .. &0 .. 83 .. 8 .. 8 ., &1
Gsaee... g9 ,.019 L 19 .19 L0190 . 19 19
Laston.. o 6 66 7 66 7 66 7 64 8 75 73
Burr Osk....24 .. 24 .. 24 .. 24 ., 24 .. M4 M
Stdog. 2ot'm48 1 49 .. 50 .. 49 .. 60 .. 50 6O
Ppd'n'shouse?? .. 27 .. 27 ., 87 .. &7 .. 271 ;
Cvolf kiver..56 .. 36 .. 86 .. 86 .. 36 ,, 36 36
ZaptDouglas28 4 25 8 28 3 28 '3 33 8 31 3t
S enton......51 .. 81 .. 31 ..-38 .. 381 .. 8l Pk
'otawatamie.sy .. 39 .. 39 .. 39-,, 33 ,, vy 33
Titi15e0ee....28 4 28 4 28 4 28- -4 28 4 32 &
Bianton......02 25 42 28 & s 6494 B5 17 78 77
Prairie City..2¢ 50 25 456 27-37 27 45 27 33 72 71
Pleasant HilL42 2 43 2 43 2 40 2 43 2 45 44
Mission.ee...10 .. 1 9 100 ,,°10 ., 10 .. 10 10
Palmyra.....2 .. 2% .. 25 .. 36 .. 35 .. 2 25
Frenkliv..... 8 58 &5 0 8 58 58 8 58 66 66
L.SugarCr'kds .. 35 .. 38 .0 34 .0 34 .. 8% ¥
Little Osuge.19 .. 10 .. 19 .. 19 ., 19 .. 19 9
Topeks......50 61 61 64 77 68 83 62 &9 48 145 135
Tecumssh... 1 3 1 3¢ 1 34 1 4 8 24 35 35
Brownsville.. & 25 % 23 .. 8 3 23 20 .. .. 20
Kickapoo....1d 81 6 5% 14 51 14 51 14 51 65 63
Ceavenw'th.04 7 9¢ 7 04 7 94 7T 04 71¢1 150
Lawrence...560 41 176 245 883 43 580 ., 986 38 426 805
NEOBEGesoraranes oo 15 o0 oo oo 13 .0 13, 13 K
SloughCreck.. 14 14 .. .. 14 .. 14 .. 14 .. 14
Wysndot,.... I 1 34 .. 85 .. 86 .. 3% .. 85 1
~Supr'e Judges—JRp. 8, Prin-
| @) mQ e =o't [y ters,
G Bk R e o
- . 1y - =
Bl ] Qlpisl s ¥z g B 2
e ElE(EE R 22E] ¢
B EIEIEIEI3 BRG] 8|2
' Preciners, i s t:‘ g g: 2 2l g ] %
RN F -t o I
SRR IR R IR -1
R R N b E N E - R
H I ’,_- H B A S N M
Washingion 1] a] %elelezianl 1) s8] 1{2e
Doxiphan.. BT EE] R 1 | IO O U DU -4 B 1 B 1 N
Oszwatamie . 81| 81 8. ].<].e LTI 1 1
UBa8Ceevas e 14) 14 o 9 19§ 194..
Lastou Gu| 73 B 76) ¢} T
Bure Oek..... eosene| 2} 24 . 241 24,
- 8t, Joseplt's Bov'm..| §:1 5¢ FEIM
Padon’s House.....| 27| 27 a7 2.
IWoIf River.........} 36] 86! # 36) 36]..
st Douglas, ... | 29| 27 31| 231 &
StaNtoN.eesveaees | 3L} 817 & 311 314..
Potawatamie........| 39[ 34 30 53..
Titud.eeesss woao] 28 32 a3l 28! 4
BIANION . peavacieees| BB| 8O 3 77| 64124
Praitie City...c....| 27} 27 45 0l 2pidsn
Neasant Hill.......| 43{ 45 2 431 45( 431 3
MiBBIOD. e ees enaaaa | 10] 10] 10]5000000, 10 *91 10],,
PalmyT8eeeeercaer.. | 2B} 25] 851, 0041, a5 25{ 95i..
Franklin .coveenenns & 8| 8[57157|48 66 8{'68
Litile Sugar Creek.| 341 34} 34)..1..1.. 34| 86§ 23}..
Little Usgge..c..... 19] 19] 19{..4..1..]..] 1891 19] 19184
TOPBLS. uueeeeees .| 81141 84[6116L], 61| &4 145] 98]..
Tecumseh..........| 1 26] 1|34134..134} ..| 35| 1|34
Brownsvillee.ceevaee] ool oo sofecfoeletoc) cof oo 18] 8
Kickapoo.....o.vues 141 14] 1415151611611 t4] ~65] 145
Lenrcnworth.......| 94{10L| 94 71 71..) 7] 94! 101] 94) 7
TAWICHCC: o e easeat. |30 1879 [371] 621481531 46188) 4271373153
Neorho..ose oes JUDDE S .1 15 141 HFUS IO PO PG O SV B 1113 & 1 O
Slough Creek.......| 14 CLJufudtelugl L 14y L |14
Wyandot...see.... t 85] 8] 861..0..1..1..1 8b}. UB) 85i..
* Antliony Floyd 1. :

Tho result of this election was announced by =
proclamation by the Executive Committee, :

In sceordance with the Constitution thus adopt-
ed, the members of the State Legislature and most
of the State oflicers met on the day and at the
placo dosignated by the State Constitution, and
took the oath therein prescribed.

After clecting United States Sonators, passing
gome preliminary laws, and appointing a Codifying
Committee and preparing s Memorial to Congress,
the Generul Asrombly adjourned tomeot on the 4th
day of Jury, 1856, .

The laws pussed wore all conditional upon the ad-
mission of Kansas as a State into the Union. These
proceedings were regular, and in the opinion of your
Committee the Constitution thus adopted fairly ex-
preeses the wil. of the majority of the sottlers.
They now await the action of Congress upon their
Memorial. .

These eloctions, whether they wers conducted in
pursuance of luw or nob. wore noc illegal. _

Whether the result of them is sanctionod by tho
action of Congress, or they are rezarded as the mero

xprossion of a popular will,aud Congress ghould re-

pevey

“tjon, is securea to them Ly the Lonstitution of the

fuse to grant the prayer of the Memaorial, that can-
pot affect their legality. - The right of the people to
sesemble and express their political opinion in any
form, whether by weuns of an election or a conven-

Urited States, Even if toe elections aro to bo re-
gnrded 88 the act of a Party, whethor pnlitical or
otberwise, they wore proper; in scenrdsnce with
examples, both in Btates and Territories.

Theelections, however, were preceded aud followed
by actsof violonce on the part of thoze who opposed
them, and thuse porsons who approved and sus-
tained tho invasion from Missouri were peculiarly
bostile to these peaceful movements preliminary to
the organization of a State Government Iostances
of tbia violence will be referred to hereafter.

To provide for the election of De.egares to Cone
gress, aud ot the same time do it in ench a maaner
88 to obtain the judgment of tho Houze of Reore-
septatives upon the validity of the aileged Legisia~
tive Asecmbly sitticg at Shawnse Mission, » Cone
vention was beld at Big §prings on tho Sth aud 6th
days of Saprember. 1850, This was a party Conven-
tion, and a party calling itself the Free-State Pacty
wans then organized. It wus in no way counected
with the State movement, except that the election
of Delegate to Congress was fixed by it on the samn
day 8s the election of members of a Consritutional
Convention, instead of tho day proscribed by tho
alleged Legirlative Assemnly, Aadrew . Rpeder
was put n pomination as Teriitorial Delagite to
Congress, aud 8n eiecrion was provided for under the
regulstions prescribed for thoe ecicction of March 30,
1850, excepting a8 to the appointment of officers,
and the persons to whom the roturas of the elections
should be muade. Tho election was held in accord-
ance with these regulations, an abstract of the re.
turne of which is contaioed in the following table:

Abstract: of the election of A. H. Reeder:

Distriet. Voting Place. No. Votos.| Distriet. Voting I'laca. No. Votea,
L. LAWTENCo ... 0T IX. . PAWEE8 ceaeeeend
.Blanton..ieoeee, 77 X..Big ue.ceienes 7

SPalmyra........ 16 ..Rock Creck...... 39
I1..Bleomington....11d XT1..Biack Varmilion 14
.«Benicia ...t 270 X118 MarF's.ieaeos 49
II1..Brownsville..... 24 ..Silver Luke..... . 28
..Topeka......... 181} XII1..Pleasgant HIill... 43
..Tecumseh...... 31 ..Falus Procinct... 45
..Big Springs...... .. Hickory Point.. 11
..Camp Creok..... 7} XIV..BurrCsk........ 33
IV.. Willow Springs. 64_ Donichan..ieee. 43

YV..Hampden,...... 33
..NeoshO..eoeaaene
Stanton,...eee.e. 44
..Ossawatcmie.... 74
..Pottawatomie ... b6

Palermo ..., ..,
XV..0cenu.ooeaae.. 32
..Crosay's Store...
..Jackson Crane's. 30

XVI..Leavenworth....503

..Big Sugar Creek. 28 .. Wyandotte...... 3%
.. ++Little Sugur Cr'k 41 Delawars........ 22
Y1..8cott Town...,.. 27 ~.Easton .. ...e B
..Columbia 2 .« Rid=e oin . 42

2l XVII..Wakarusa..
.. Mission..

..Fergna's,

[
V11..Council Uity 14

YIII..Waubousa...... 26{ XVIIIL. .lowa Poln 40
.JA.J. Baker .16 —_—

The resoluticus passed by tiis Convention indi-
cate the state of feeling which existed in the Thrri-
tory in consequence of the invasion from Wissouri,
snd the enactments of the aleged Legislative As-
eembly. The languaga of some of the resolutions 13
violent, and cun only be justified eitber in couse-
quence of the attempts to enforce the grossest acts
of tyrauny, or for the purpose of guarding against a
pimilar invasion in future,

In the Fall of 1855, there sprany out of the exist-
ing discords and excitement in the Territory, two
gecret Froa-State Bocioties (271.) They wors defon-
sive in their character, and «were designed to form
a protection to their membors against unlawful
acts of violence and nssault., One of the Societics
wus purely of g local character, and was confined to
the town of Lawrence. Very shortly aftoriss or-
ganization it produced its desired effect, and then
went out of usd snd ceased to exist (272)) Both §>-
cieties were cumbersome, nod of no utility except to
give confidence to the Free-State men and enable
them to know uand nid each other in contemplataed
danger. So far as the evidence shows, they lod to
no uct of violance in resistance to either reslor al-
leged laws (273.)

eumatances of gross cruslty. This wasespsecially so
im the arrest and trestmont of Dr, G. A. Custor and
& F. Warren. They were taken, without cause or
warrant, 60 wiles from Lawrence, nnd when Dr. Cut-

-#er was quite elck. They were compelled togo to

the camp at Lawreuce, were put into the custody of
% Sheriff Jonos," who had no process to arrest them
—they wore taken into & small room kept as a ligu~r
ehop, which was open and very cold. That mght
Jones came in with others. aud went fo ¢ plaging
poker s 25 cents ante.” The prisoners were obliged
o ¢it up all night, as thore was no room to liadown,
when the men were playing. Jones insulted them
frequently, and told cne of them he must eithwer
= tell or 8wing." The guard then objected to this
¥reatmwent of priconers, aud Jones desisted G. F.
Warren thus deacribes their subsequent conduct:

“Thay then carried us down to their camp; Kelly of
F'he Squutter Svvereign, who lives in Atchison, cawe
round and said ho thirsted for blood, and ~aid he

.shoulq like to hang us on tho first tree. Cuther was

wery woak, and that oxcited hlm so that he became
dicliricus. They sent for threo doctors, who came.
Dr. Stringfellow wus one of tham, They remained
there with Cutter until aftor miduight, und then
took him up to the office, nsit was very cold in
camp." : ;

During the foray. either Georgo W. Clark, or Mr,
Burns, murdered Thomaus Barber, while the lastor
was on the highway on his road from Lawrence to
his cluim. Both fired at him, and it is impossible
from the proof to tall whososhot was fatal Thede-
ﬂt-%lzs.or this homicide are stated by eye-witnesses
(282.)

Among the many ncts of luwless vielonce which
it bas been the duty of your Committen to investi-
gate, thie invasion of Lawrence is the most doefence-
‘er8, A comparigon of the facts proven, with tuo
official statements of the officera of the Goverument,
wi)l chow how groundless were the protexts which
pave rise to it. A comiiupity in which no crime had
bien committed by any of its members, agaiust none
of wkom bad a warraot beon issuod or a complaiat
made, who bad resist«d o process in the hands of a
real or pretenaod officer, was thraatened with de-
structicn in tee pame of “law and order," aand
that, 100, by men who marched from u neighbonng
8tute with nyme obtained by force, and who, in every
stage of their progress, violated many taws, and
t(a&!gr;g others the Coustitution of tho United States

Thochief goilt of 1t must rest on Samuel Jones.
His character is illustrated by his languags at Lo-
compton, where pesce wus mads : ‘¢ Toe said Major
Clark and Burus botb eluiwed the crodit of killing
that d—-d Abolitio:ist, and he dida’t koow
which ought to haveit. If Shanuon hadn't been s
d——d uld fonl, thst peace would never have bean
decluied. e wouid hinve wiped Lawronce out, I
bhad mon and means enough to do it."* (284) )

Bhortiy aftor the retreat of the forces from before
Luwience, the election upon tae adoption of the
State Constitution wus held at Leavenworth City,
on tho 15th ot December, 1855, hi'e it wus pro-
ceeding quicrly, abous noon, Charles Dunn, with u
party of otbers, smashed in the window of tne buitd-
ing in which t.ﬁe eleciion was being held, and then
Jumped into the room where the judges of election
wer sitting, and drove them off. (236) One of the
clerks of the election snatcbed up the ballot-box
and followed tho judges, throwing the box behind
the counter of an adjoining room, through which he
pasred on ris way out. AB hs got to the streeg
deor, Dunn caught him by tht throat and pushed
him up sgainst the outside of the building, and de-
meanded the ballot-box. (286.)

+ Then Dunn aud another person struck him in the
face; and he fell into the mud, the crowd rushed on
B#im and kicked him on the hesd and in his aidea
(287.) In_ this manner the e'ection was broiten up—
Durnn sud his party obtaining the ballot-box and
canying it off.

To nvoid a similar outrage at the election for
Stute officers, &e., to be held oa the 16th of January,
1850, tbe election for Leavenworth District wus ap.
pointed to be held at Easton, and the time post.
poned until the 17th day of Junuury. 1856 (283.) On

On the 218t day of November, 1655, . M. Coleman,,
a Pro-Slavery man, and Charies W. Dow, a IFree-
Stute man, bad a dispute about the division ling be-
tween their respective claims, Several hours after-
ward, 88 Dow was passing from a blacksmica's shop
“toward his claim, und by the vabin of Colemang, the
latter shot Dow with a double-barreled guan, loadedl
with stugs, Dow was unarmed. He foll ucross the
roud aud died immediately. ‘Pois wasabout 1o'clocle
P, M. His dead body was allowed to o whero it
fell untii after sundown, when it was conveyud by
Jucob Branson to his house, at which Dow boarded.,
Tbhe testimony in regard to this howicide is volum-
inous (£74,) and shows clearly that it wa3 a deliber-
nte murder by Celeman, sad that Harrison Bulkely
and a Mr. Hargous were accessories to it. The ex-
citewent cauved by it was very grest among at
classer of the settlers. - On the 26th, alarge mesting;
of citizens was held at the place where the airder
was committed, and resciutions pazsed that Cole-
man should be brought to justice. In the mean-
time Coleman had gone to Mis«ouri, and thea to
Guverpor Shannon at Shawnee Mission,in Johnsow
County. He was thers taken into custody by S. L.
Jopes, then actirg as Sheriffi. No warrant was
issued, or exsmination had, On the day of the
meeting at Hickory Point, Hariison Bradley pro-
cured s peace wacranb against Jacob Brausou,
whicn was pluced in the hunds of Jones, Thub
sume ovening, after Dravson had goae to bead,
Jones eume to his cabin with a. party of about
Y5 persons, samong whom were Hargous and
Buckley—burst open the door and saw Brunson in
bed. He then drew his pistol, cocked it, and pre-
sented it to Dranson's breawst, and s8aid, ¢*You ure
my prisoner, and if you move I will blow you
through. The others cocked their guns and gath-
ered yound him avd took him prisoner. They alll
mwoeunsted und went to Buckley's house, After o sime
they went on & circuitous route towards Blautoa's
Drioge, stopping to ‘“ diinzk" on the way. Asbhey
approached the bridge thore were 13 in the purty,
several huving stopped. Joues rode up to the pris-
oner. ard, ac:on other things, told wimm thay he
bad ¢ heard there were 100 men st your houss to-
oay," wud, ‘‘that he regretted they wero not there,
ynd thut they were cheated out of their spors® (276.)
Ir the meausime, the alurm hud been given in the
reighiborhood of Branson's arrest, and several of the
sottlers, amcng whowm were soms wro itad attendod
the meeting at Hickory Pownt tuat day, gathered
togother, They were greutly excited; tho alloged
injustice of such an arrest of a quiet settler under a

peace warrant by ¢ Sheriif Jones,” aidea by two

men believea to be accessory to a mnurder, and who
were allowed to be at large, exasperated them, and
they proceeded as rapidly as possiole by & nearer
route than that taken by Joner, and stopped nesr
the house of J. S. Abbott, one of thom. They wore
on foot as Jones' party approached on u cancer. The
rescuers suGdenly forined »weross the road in front of
Jonses and his party., Jones halted, and usked,
¢ What's up ' The reply was, “That's what we
want Lo know! What's up?* Dranson said, * They
hiave got me a prisoner.” Some one in fthe rescuing
purty told him to come over to their side. Hedid
so. and dismounted, and the mule he rode was
driven over to Jones' patty; Jones then left (276.)
O! the persens engaged in this vrescue three were
trom Lawrence, and had attended the meoeting:
Your_Cornmittee have devmed it proper to detail the
porticulars of this rescue, as it was made tae ground-
work of what is known a3 tho Wakarusa War. Onm
the same night of the rescue tte cabins of Coleman
nnd Buckley were burued, but by whom is lefs im
doubt by the testimonv.

On tho morning of the reacue of Branson, Jones
was at thevillage of Fruukiin near Lawrence. ‘The
rescue was spoken of in the presence of Jones, and
more converzation passed between two others im
his presence, as to whether it wus most proper to
send for assistance to Col, Boone in Missouri, or te
Gov. Shannon. Jones wrote a dispatch and haudod
it to a messenger. As soon as he started, Jones
gaid: * That man is tuking my dispatch to Mis-
somi, aud by G—d I will have revenge before I see
Missow:l" A person present, who was examined
us & witness (2i7,) compiained publicly thas the dis-
patch was not sent to the Governor; and within half
an hourone was sent to the Governor by Jones,
through Hargous. Within a few days large num-
bers of men from the State of Missouri gathered and
encamped on the Wakarusa, They brought witi
them alL the cquipments of war, To obtain them, o
purty of men under the direction of Judge T. V.
Thompson broke into the United Stutes Arsenal
and Armory at Liborty, Missowri, and after & forci-
ble éetentvion of Captain Leonard (then in chaege)
(218,) they took the cannon, muskets, rifles, pow=-
Jor, barness, and indeced all the materials and mu-
nitiona of wuar they desired, some of which have
never been returned or accounted for,

The chief hostility of-this miiitury foray was
against the town of Lawrence, and this was ospe-
cially the case with the officera of the law.

Your Committeo can see in the testimony no vea-
son, excuse, or palliation for this feeling. Up iothis
time no warrant or proclamation of any kind had been
in the hands of any oficer against any citizen of Law-
rence (279). No arrest had been attempted, aud no
writ resisted in that town. The rescue of Bransum
gprang out of & murder committed thirteen miles
from Lawrence, in a detached settlement, and neith~
or the town . or its citizens extended any protec-
tion to Branson's rescuers (2580). On the contrary,,
two or thiee days atter the rescue, S. N. Wood, who
cluimed publicly to be one of the rescuing party,
wished to be arrested for the purpose of testing the
Territorial lnws, and walked up to Sheriff Jones and
shook hands with him, and exchanged other courre-
sies. Ife could have been arrested without any
difilenlty, and it was his design, when he went to
Mr. Jones, to be arrested, but no attempt was mads
to de so (28L)

It is obvious that thie only causc of this hostility
is the known desire of the citizens of Lawrence to

-make Kansas a Free State, and their repugnance to

laws imposed upon them by non-residents.

Your Committes do not propose to detail the inci-
dents connected with this foray. Fortunately for
the peace of the country, a direct conflict betwoenm
the opposing forces was avoided by an amicable nr-
rapgement. The losses sustained by the settlers im |
property taken and time and mouey expended im .
their own defence, added much to thetrials incident
to a new settlement. Many persons were unlaw-
tully taken and detained—in some caees, under cir-

271) Pst Laughiin, Fraceis. (372) G. P. Lowry, A, H.
Reeder, (273) Lowry, Reeder and M, F. Couwav.

(274) Wm. and Nicholss McKinpey, D. T. Jones and
wite. Thomss Brown, I. M, Coleman and ethevs.

@5 Jacob Branson.

a76) Jacoh Branson.

©97) L. A, Prattier. (278) Luther Feonard,

@7%) William Shannon_Charles Robinson.

) G. P. Lowry and Charies Robinson.

(381) Chniles Bobinson.

tho way t© ths election, persons were stopped by u
party of oen at a grocery, and their guns taken from
them (280.) During the afternoon, parties came ug
to the place of olection and throstened to destroy
the ballot-box, und were guilty of othor insolent and
abusive conduct (289 ) After the polls were closed,
many of the settlors being apprehensive of an utbe
tack, were armed in the house where the election
hed been held untii the next morning, Late that
night, Stephen Bpark, with his son and nephew,
started for home, bis route running by the sbore of
a Mr, Daweon, where o large party of armod men
bad collectid. As he approachned, these men dee
wavded thar he should surrencdor, and gathered
about him to enforce the demand (290.) Information
was carricd by & man in the company of Mr. Sparks
to the house where the election hzd been held, R,
P. Brown apd & company of men imuwediately went
dowy to relieve Br. Sparks, and did relieve him
when he was inimminent danger (201) Mr. Sparks
then sturted back with Mr, Brown and his party,
ana while cn tboeir way were fired upon by the othar
purty. They returned the fire, and an irregular
fight then ensued, in which a8 msn by the name of
Cook, of the Pio-Siuvery party, received s mortgl
wournd, and two of the Free-State party were slights
1y woundead.

Mr. Brown, with seven others who had accompa.
nied him from Lesvenworth, started on toeiv raturn
heme, When they bad procecded s part of the way,
they were stopped and tuken prisoners by a party o
men cuMled the Kickapoo Rangers, undor the come
mwund of Capt, Johu W, Martin, Thoy were disarmed
sud taken baek to Easton, sud put in Dawson's
store, (202)) Brown was sepsrated from the rest of
his purty, sud taken in the ofice of E. S, Trottor,
(293.) By this time several of Martin's purty a.mi
~rome of the citizens of the place had becowme intoxi.
cated, and expressed a detormination to kill Brown,
204.) Capt Martin was desirous to, and did all ia
his powar to save him. Several hours were spent 12
discovering what should be done with Brown ang
his party. Inthemeantime, without the kunwledgs
of Lis party, Cupt. Martin literated all of Brown's
party but himeeif, and aided them in their escipe,
€85.) The crowd repentodly tried to ges in the room
where Brown was, and at ous time succoeded, bug
were put out by Mertin and vthers, Martin, finding
that furtbar effort on kis part to gave Brown was
useless, lefs and went home. Tke crowd then got
possession of Browe, and finally butcherad him in
cold hlood. Tho wound of which he died was in.
flicted with a hutcebet by a man of the name of Gibe
son. After he had been mortally wounded, Browa
was sent home with Charles Ducn, and died tuag
night, No attempt was made to arrest or punish
the murderers of Brown, Mapy of them were wolls
known citizens, and some of them were officers of the
law. On toenext Grand Jury which sat in Lueavens
worth County, the Sheriff summoned several of tho
persens implhicated in this murder, (296.) One of
them wuys M. P, Rively, at that time Treasurer of the
County. Hr bas been exsmined as a witness before
ue. The Ye¢aron he gives why no indictments were
sound is, ** thay killed one of the Pro-Slavery men,
and the Pro-Slavery men killed one of the otheras,

Grand Jury, however, found bills of indictment
agzinst those who acted as Judges of the3Free-Stane
election. Rively eays: I know our utmost endea.
vors were made to find out who acted as Judges and
Clexks on tke 17th of January Inst, and at all the bo.
gus elections held by the Abolitionists here. We
wele very anxious to find them out, as we though{
them acting illegally.”

Your Committee, in their examinations, have found
that in no case of erime or homicide, meutioned ia
the report or in the testimony, hus auy indictmont
been found against the guilty party, except in the
homicide of Clark by McCrea, McCrea being a Frea.
Statc man.

Your Cowmittee did not doem it within their
power or duty to take testimony as to events which
have transpired since thedate of theirappointinent;
but as some of the events temnded seriously to ome
barrass, hinder and delay their investigatious, they

deem it proper here to refer to them. On their ur
‘vival in the Territory the paople wero arrayed in two
bostile parties, The hostility of them was con.
tinually increased during our stay in the Territory
by the arrival of armed bodies of men who, from
their equipments, camoe not to follow the penceful
pursuits of life, but armed and organized into com.
paniee apparently for war—by- the unlawful detens
tion of persons and property while passing through
the State of Missoud, aud by frequent torcible scis
zures of persons and property in the Torritery wi she
out legal warrant. Your Committee regret that thoy
were compelled to witnees instances of each of theag
clusses of outrages. While holding their seysion at
Westport, Mo., at the request of the sitting Dele.
gate, they saw several bodies of armed men, con-
forsedly citizens of Misgouri, march into the Terri-
tory on forays asgainst its citizens, but under the
pretence o! enforcing the enactinents before referred
to. The wagons of emigrants were stopped in the
highways and searchod without claim of' legal pow-
ers, and in some instances all their property taken
from them. In Leavenworth City, leading citizens
were arrcsted at noonday in our prosonce, by au
armed force, without any claim of authority, excopd
thut derived from s seli-constituted Committee of
Vigilsnce, many of whom were Legislative and Exe
cutive ofticers.  Some were released on prowising to
leave the Territory, and others after being detained
for & time were formally notifiod to leave, under the
severest peunsltics. The enly oflence churged against
them was their political opinions, and no one was
thus arrosted for alleged crimo of any grade. There
was no resiztance to those lawless acts by the sof-
tlers, because in their opinion the persons engaged
in them would be sustaiped and reinforced by the
citizens of the populous border counties of Missouri,
from whonce they wore only roparated by the river.
In ono care witnessed by your Committee, an appli-
cation for the writ of habexs corpus was preventoed
Ly the urgent solicitation of Pro.Sluvery men, who
insisted tkat it would endanger the life of the pii-
sener to be discharged under legal process.

While we remained in the Territory, repeated nets
of outrage were committed upon tho quiet, un-
offending citizens, of which we reccived athexvnn'u
inteligence. Men were attacked on the highway,
robbed, and subsequently jmprisoned. Men wt;;e
ek : Thomas W. Pierson. Jane W.
Célzbolnﬂsfx?g’ég‘ézg "3‘5;?5 Article 4 of the Amenflmonts.
(254, Harrigon Nichols. (286.) George Wetherell, Geo.

H. Keller. (266.) Georse Wetheroll:
357 Georca Vo etherell, George W. Hallis. (288) J, C.
a#&%ﬁ,(ﬁe&ﬁ‘;ﬁ J?f:}%?ng, Joseph H. Bird. (239) Slophen

Sparks. - .
., (291) GQeorge A. Taylor, Stephen
e Stepbenlzsi?srks oD Gooreo A,

rarks . @) Henry J. Adams (

%‘ln!;'xi‘;;' Wb iy, Salin 1L, Marda, Wiley Willlams,
@93) Tienry J. Adems, J. W. Martin. ©84) Wiley Wil-
liams, J. W. Martin, 11, . Adams. (295) H J.Adsams, G,

8oized and eearched, and their weapons of detence
tukea from them witnout compensation. Harsss
were frequently taken snd spproprinted. QOxan
were taken from tho yoke wtlle plowing, and
butchered in the presence of their ownurs, Ona
Joung man was seized in the streets of thy town of
Atchison, and under circumstances of gross oqr-
barity was tarred und cottoncd, ned iz thntk condi.
tion war sent to his family, All ths provisions of
the Constitution of the United Staton securing pare
aon snd property are utterly disrewsrded, Tho
officers of the law, instead of protecting rho paople,
Wwere in some instances engagud in these outeasros,
Aud in no instance did we lenrn timnt nny miu was
arrested, ivdicted or punishud for uny of tncae
Crimes. - While ruch offengus wore eommistod with
Wopunity, the laws were used as n meaes of indictiag
wen for holding elections, prélimivury to framing
Cozstitution and epplying for sdmission ity tho
nion as the Stave ot Kanzas, Chargus of bigh
treason wWord made against prominent citizens apon
gyonnds which scem 0 your Comamitice nbsurd wnd
ridiculous, nnd under thess charges thuy are aow
kold in custody nnd aro refussd the privilego of Lil.
In vevorel cuses mon wers arrested. in the 8rats of
Missouri while pussing ou their lnwful huginasa
through that Stute, und detaiced until indictments
could be found in the Terrivory,
Theso proceedings were fallowed by an offence of
eiil greater msgoisude. Under eolor of legal prs-
cesg, 8 company of about T00 urmed rnun, tue groat
body of whom your Commi! tee ur: sutistlod wore nok
citizons of tre Toerritory, marched wnte the town of
Lawyence urder dMarghal Donadson nnd 8, 3, Jones,
officers claiming to act under the luw, and Lompbard.
¢d and thea hurued to the ground s valuable hotel
and ono privats house; dortroged fwo printing
preseee and material; and then, heing relensoed by
the officers, whose posse thoy clsimed to be, pro-
ceeded to eeck, pillagy nnd rob houses, arorez,
trurks, &o., even to the clothiug of women and
ehildren. Sowe of the lotrers thus unlawfuily taken |
were p1ivate oues, written by the coutearing Dele.
gurta, and they warn offerad m evidence., Your Uam-
mittee did not deew that the persons holding tham
bad any right thus to use thew, and refused to be
wade the instruments “to roport privato letters
thus obtained.
This foreo was pot resisted, heeause it was eollect-
ed sud mnrshaled under the forms of law, But thiy
act of burbarity, unexuruplod in the history of our
Government, wus folloxuvd by its natural conso-
quences. All the restraints which Americsn citi-
zep8 ure ucrustomed to pay oven to the appenrance
of law wore thrown eff; one act of violence lee tu
snothoer; homicides bocamo frequont. A party un-
der H. €, Pute, ccruposed chicfly of citireus of Mis-
souri, were taken prisouers by u pacty of settlors ;
and while your Gommittee were at Westpor, u comn-
veny, chiefly of dlivsouriuns, nccompanied by toe
acting delegute, went 10 reliove Pate aad his parsy,
and a collision was prevented by tne United Scates
troope, Civil war hes scemed 1mpending in the
Terntory. Nothing cin provent tio preat n calsmity
but the presence of aluipge fores of Unitod Suaten
troops, undoc & commandor who wiil with prudence
und discretion quict tho excited passions of bath
parties, and expel with force the armed bands of
awless men, coming from Misseud and elsewuure,
who with criminul pertinacity intest the Territory,

In some cases. and as to unu entire eloction dise
trict, the conditlon of the country prevented the
atcendunce of witnoessog. who wuro either arrearod
or detained while obeying our process, or deterred
from #0 doing. The Sergeant-st-Arms, who aerved
the processes upon them, was himaseif arrosted and
dotained for a short time by aw wrmed force, cluime
ing tobe a posso of the Maganal, bat was allowved
to proceed upen an examing'ivn of his papors, nnd
was furnished with a pass siguned by * \Warren D).
Wilkes, of South Carolina. Juhkn Upton, sunther
officer of the Gommittes, was subsequeatly stopped
by a lawless for-¢ ou the bordera of the Territory,
and after belng detrined and treatod with groat in-
aignity, was reloaced, e also was fursished with
u paus, sipped by Lwo citizens of Migsouri,’and ad.
orereed to ¢ Pro Slovery ruen " By reason of thasg

disturbances wo wero delayed in Westport, so0 that
while in sesslon thers our timo was but partially ov.
cupied.

But the obstruction which ereater tho most sari-
ous embarrassment t0 your Committue was thn at-
.tem pted nrrect of (tov. Heeder, the coutusting Delel
gute, upon u writ of sttachmont issued agaln+t him
by Judge Lecompte to compel hir attondance az a
witness before the Grand dJury of Dougiss County.
Wiltiam Fane, rocently from the Suate of Georgia,
sud claiming to he the Deputy-darshal, cime inte
the room of the Committes while Gov. Reader was
examinipg a witness before us, andproducing the
wiit required Gov. Recder to stiend him. Subse-
quent events have only strenuthoncd the conviction
of your Commuttee that this was a wanton and ua-
lawiul interference by the Judge woo irsued the
wiit, tending greutly to obstrucs o fall and tair in-
vestigation. Gov. ltoeder and Gen Whitfisld alone
were 1utly possossed of rhag local infarmation whicl
would enable us to elicit the whole trurh, and it
was obvious to svery one that any eveat which
would separate either o1 them from the Cummittes
would necessarily binder, dolay and embarrasr it.
Gov. Reeder claimed that under the circumstauces
in which he was pluced he was privileged from ar-
rest except for tremson, felony, or breach of tne
peace. As this wus a question of privilege, praper
for the Courts, or for thu priviingod person alous to
determine on his pertl, wo dechined ro give him any
protection or take ary action in the matter, Ifore-
tused to obey the writ, betieviug it to be a mere pre-
teuce to get the custody of his person, snd fearing
a8 hie sileged, that e would bu nssassinated by
lawless bands ofmen thee gathering in and near Le-
compton. He then left tho Territory,

Subsequentiy H. Miles Moors, an attorney in
Leavenworth City, but for severnl yoara a citizen of
‘Weston, Mo., kindly furnished the Commitree in-
formatiion as to the residence of verrons voring at
the electious, und in some cases e xamined wituessos
Lefore us. He wux urrcsted obn tho srreets of thait
town by ar armed bacd of ubout thirly men, Leaded
by W. D. Wilkes, without any color of authority,
confined, with otber citizens, undec a militury guard
for 24 heurs, apd then notified toleavs the Tarrito-
ry. His teslimony wus regardea as importans, and
upon his sworn stutement thut it would endinger
bis person te give it openly, the msjority of your
Committee deemed it proper to exumine bim e¢x
parte, and did so.

By reason of these occurrvences, the contestant,
and the purty with and for whom hoe acted, were
unrepresented before us during u greater portion of
the time, aud vour Commisnes waro required te as-
certuin the tiurh in the best mauner taoy comd.

Your Committeo repost the tollowing fucts nad
couclusions as estublished by the restimony:

Firgt—That cach election in the Territory held ua-
der the organic or nllegnd Territorinl law has been
carried by orgunized invasions from the State of

and I thougnt it was about mutual.’' The same |

Missouri, by which the pcople of the Territory tuve
been prevented irom exercising therighus secured
to them by the organic law.

Seeond—-~That tno alleged Torritorial Logislature
was an illegally-constituted body. and had no power
to pass valid laws, and their ensctmonts ave, there-
fore, null and void. )

Third~That these alleged laws have not,nsa
goveral thing, been used to protect persons and
property and to punish wrong, but for unlanful
purposes,

Fourth-That the clection under which the aittingy
Delogate, Jonx W, Wirrriznp, holds his seat, wus
not beld in pursnance of auy valid law, and that
it should be regarded only as tho uxpression of the
choice of those resident citizens who voted for him.

Fifth—That the election under which the cou-
testicg Dolegnte, AxpREW I Rrecpsr, claims his
soat, was not beld in pursuance of law, and that it
should be regarded only ns tho oxpression of
the choice of the resident citizens who voted {or
him.

Sizth—That Avprew 1. ReErpngreceived a groat-
or number of votes of resident citizens than Jonw
"VW. WHITEFIELD, for Dolezate.

Seventh—That in the piesent condition of the
Territory a {air election cannot be held withoat n
new census, & stringent and well-.guarded election
law, the sclection of impartial Judgoes, and thoe
presence of United States troops ul evory place of
claction. ”

Liighth—That tho various elections held by the
people of the Torritory preliminary to the formation
of the Statc Government, have been as regular as
the disturbed condition of the Territory would al-
low; and that the Constitution passed Ly the Coan-
vention, held in pursnance ol gaid eolactions, em-
bodies the will of a majority of the people,

‘As it is not tho province of your Committac to
suggost remodivs for the existing bmubim:l in ﬁ-lu:
Territory of Kansus, thoy content themsolves with
the foregoing statement of fac S,

] ich i ,cctfully submitted,
All ot which is TespectUY Ryt AL HowaARD,

JOLIN SUERMAN.

N Teyier, 4. B Bird, Wiley Willias,
A(-:m‘"';f AT, Bivoly.




