AN INCIDEST OF PRISON LIFE AT
LECOMPTON.

From Ous Byowal Correspondent.
Lawresce, K. T., Dec. 1, 1256,

Aw the sumerous escapadea of the prisoners a’
Racompten threaten to leave but few of the gal-
ot band arrested under arms, in defense of the
righ's of Free Kaneas, in their imprisonment, every
mcident conpected with this mest tyranical and
arregular legal persecution becomes invesied with
more than usual mterest.

One of the days of weary imprisonmeat bad
drawn to a close. The prisoners, like the caged
Bearta of 8 menagerie, had varied the monotony of
their confinement, now by walking impulsively
and sullenly through the cell, and now by sitting
Jown on the filthy flvor of the prison (there being
sothing to #it on,) with baods clasped on their
forebead; partly to balance their uneasy potition,
and ‘n‘ru’ to presa down the little world f-fllumght
m tbeir aching besin, which dreamt -of hippier
daye, for them and freedom, when our government
whosld once more become just and republicao.
They dreamed thus even while all around them
would have shut out everything like hope from such
a picture; but thus they boped while snother day
of light and misery wore away ieto darknese, and
keft them to think or grope in the prison gloom.

Col. Titus sod his militia were then guarding
them, snd these partisan jailers watched with a
hawk-like vigilance, which found pleasure in every
pang wrung out of the sons of freedom, and who
fielt & gratification in thus making like caged beasts,
the brave prisoners whom they dared not snd oould
sot bave epptured, Guards surrounded the house,
and beside these one gunrd remained in the prison
msear fhem to see that all remained right inmide,
and that no sttempt at escape was made. Tae
foree detailed that night was from that one of
Titus's companies which was armed with the dra-
geon arms, saber and revolver, and rome of them
had carbiver. The night wore later, and the pris-
oners sought respite for their weariness, aod for-
getfulness for their woes in sleep, whi'e the man en
guard within paced backward and frward through
the prieon. Perhape he wight have been pettish at
his disagreesble duty, or in bad humor from want of
Bquor, or misfortunes at cards, or, what is more
Ekely, cureed with the meanness of a malignunt
disposition, As the prisoners began to sink into
quiet repose, the wickedness of his disposition made
bim unwilling that they should thus enjoy a tempo-
rary respite in s'cep, or sip the waters of Le:the
even in such uncomfortable slumber, In his prom-
enade be began to stamp and kick his feet on the
floor, while he made a rattling noise wilh his saber,
This weapon be would take and rattle up against
fke celling, and then strike against the floor till he
succceded in waking and keeping awake all of the
unfortunates. Like other petty malicious minds,
#e did not “ weary in well-doing,” but persever-
mwgly continued his task of annoyance with a per-
s e which Id have made the duty oner-
our had be been ordered to do i*,

Now it is very tantaliziog for a lot of men to be
kept awake by the malicious fully and wickeduess
«f one scoundrel. There was griuding of teeth and
angry muitering, and at last, as the annoyance
seemed intermioable, one of the prisonecs requested
the guard to desist and allow them to s'eep.

* You G—d d—d Abolision dog,” was the furious
sesponse, “‘we get no sleep, and yo1 shall have
msone;"” and the ** sabre march” was continued more
aetively.

This was past endurance, and, afer o li‘tle, Mr.
Gates of Jllinois and Mr. Butler of New: Hampshire
rose and went 0 him, and told him calwly but
sternly that he must desist. Imsgine a Border
Ruffien thus bearded, and in » rage. He stamped,
and be swore, and exhausted hie vocabulary of
abuse on them. Ope thing he did not do—use his
weapoue—for ho bad sense enough to know that
such u proceeding wight not be very safe; but he
weund up his tornndo of abuse by ealling vocil-
erously en the guard and the officer of the guard.

Scon the gunrds entered the prieon with lighte,
fhat revealed their shining wespons in threatening
sititudes.  The goard inside was 5o furious with
rage that be could not or would not explain the
matter, but swore that there was oue man (Butler)
whom be would shoot.

Bome of the prisoners explained the circum-
stances to the officer of the guird, in hopes of put-
ting & stop to the annoyance, but it was in vain.
When the complaint was made the officer swore
more loudly and profanely than his inferior, and de-
clared that they had a right to wear their sabera
where they pleased, and do with them what they
plesced, and that no ** d—d Abolit onist should at-

tempt to dictate to them.”

The inside-guard still continued to swear that he
weould kill Butler, and, getting » light, be ealled,
with voeiferous oaths, that the prissaer should be
brought before him, so that he could see his face
and be able to recoguize him ou'side, Thus suw-
moned, the prisoner, who was not sure that the
fhreat to kill him would be postponed beyond the
present moment, stepped up, and, face to lace,
these men looked at each other. The bloated fice
of the guard, till more red from rage, with eyes
flashing in fury, and the stern face of the prisoner,
pale from confinement.
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LATEST 1TEMS OF
From Our Bpesial Cormeepondent.
Lawnesce, K. T., Dec. 2, 155,

One of the prisoners taken at Osawatamie about
a week sgo bas beea tried and convisted at Tecu n-
seh. He has been sentenced to a year's labor with
the ball and chaio. Mr. Partridge’s trial was to
bare eommenced to-day, He wilt either be con
victed or seut to prison until be can be.

Yesterday tho Supreme Court was in session at
Lecompton, Gov. Geary's suspeasion of Judge Le-
eompte o the contrary notwithstanding. As Lhere
are only two Federal Judges in the Territory,
Judges Cato snd Lecompte, the Supreme Uourt
esnsin’e of them, Judge Lecompte being Chiel
Justice. The only case before the Court is that of
Judge Elmore, Judge E'more, it wil' be renem-
bered, was removed by President Pierce at the
same imwe that Gov, Reeder was removel. Jalg»
Elniore reeists the action of the President in remove
ing him, on the geound that the organic act gave
ibe President no power tu remove Judges befire
the expiration of their term, and that he could derive
his power, in the premises, from no other source.
The two Judges differ in opinion on the subjest;
Chief-Justice Lecompte sustains his old associate,
Judge Flmore, while Judge Cato takes exceptions.
The care will go up to the Supreme Court of the
United States, and this hearing was understood
muerely as a prelimioary step.

Another of the prisoners got sway from Le.
compton. Three of hem were under #he foor at-
fempting to make their escape, wher ibe i_l!nrm
woae raised and the prisen ¢rtered 0 MY ifsbe

NEWS.

. ; KANBAS, | priecners were ol there, As an nhdnﬁuof&q

securacy of guch investigations all wae repiied
right. Bhortly after, one of the prisonars "o red
a «tone from the bottom wall at the “md of the
bouse. A guard was stationed there, He waited
there untii the guard had his “eck turned and
then dashed off, The guard baled hin, aod aa b2
still flied, sent & bullet after him. He escaped un-
burt, but his two compariops were taken from un-
der the house, and Jodged once more in prison,

Toe 'and sales at Leavenworth have progressed
without anythiog of unusual interest. The land
tas been pold an far east an the vieinity of Siranger’s
Creek. It will be at least two weeks belire it
reaches {he peighborhood of Kickspoo, Leaven-
worth, or Delaware. When it does, there will be
wore likelihood of difficult’es oecurring. As high
as 4 per acre has been given for the Iand, and for
the last few days it has ranged from $2 775 to £4
per acre. There are purchasers of all politics, but
tbe Pro.Slavery men continue to buy a great deal.
The only incident of pote originated in a sligh®, but
common mistake. A man who was payiog for
what be called his * claim,” at the valaa’ion price,
when questioned by the Commissioners, gave his
tesidence as Platte County, Mo, The Commis-
sicners usked bow be could live in Platte County if
be had a “*elvim" in the Territorg 1 The agent for
the sales, who either did not comprebend this pe-
euliar phage of Border Ruffianism, or who did not
like it made so public, appointed a Pro-Slavery
Commireion to iuvestigate and report on such
claime. Wm. Russell, of the firm of Mnjors &
Russell, a rabid Pro-Slavery man, and agent for the
Soutbern Aid Society, was the Chairman of the
Committee. Of course, they reported favorably to
the P'ro-Blavery man from ‘‘Platte,” and will, o
couree, in all similar cases,

Mesers. Hyat ard Arny, of the National Kansas
Committee, are here, Mr. Eldridge has retired
from copnection with the Disbursing Commitiee.
The latter are sctively engaged in distribat og the
articles of clothing to those of the peaple in need.

THE NEW-YORK CITY KANSAS GUARDS.
Te the Editor of The N. ¥, Tribune,

Sin: It ie proposed by the New.-York Ci'y Kansas
Guard to hold a meeting ot the Tabernacle on Satur-
day next, for the purpose of raising o suflicient sum of
noney to equip snd provision twenty-five men, who
intend to leave the metropolis immediately for the
“outpoet of Freedom ™ weet of the Missouri,

A great deal of money, donated for the relief or pro-
tection of the equatters, bas already, pecessarily or
unrecessarily, been wasted or expended before it
rescted the Territory—neccsearily, by the blockade
of the Miseonri River and the leng'h of the overland
journey; munecessmily, by the vilainy of frandulent
or dishonest ngeuts, who pocketed L{m money and
rever repaid it.

1t is derirable that every dollsr subacribed hereafter
should be so expended as to etrengthen our cause and
sustuin our party. Experience has demonst-ated that
morey expruded in paying the pu.mfu of emigrants
to Kaneas is dishureed ‘With very inadequate retormn.
It is the wors! policy that was ever adopted. Rather
Jet us arm and provide ffr the sqnatters already there
than forward another company ta sold and growl, like
Ccl. Hervey aud his friends, at the dstribution of
clothing, or the agents of the friends of Kaosus in the

Noth,

1, n{mn, emigranta are fo he sent there free of ex-
penee, it wonld ﬁc better to send 3uu|;gblm1i<. ¢ than
young men— fur the girls would remanin there and in-
duce, I have no deuot, an equal numb:r of squa’ters—
who may relurn at any moment —to stay there also, and
seitle down for life,

A worse time for ¢emigration than the preeent eculd
not bave been selected,  The Misso uri River is elosed,
Do tbe New-York City Guards imagine that the Mis-
eourinns wonld permit them to pase undisturbed through
their State? 11 they do. they know nothing of them,
Do they purpote to go by .n‘y of Iowa ! 1If they do,
Heaven pity them.  They will find that eamping out
in the snow-covered prairies la a very undesirnble and
umomantic expericnee,

1 pgret that I feel compelled to cast ecld water on a
praiseworthy purpose; but pstriotism widhont fore-
sight and prudence is &8'ways misciievous in its opern-
tions end disastoons in its rosnlte.

Yhese views— what [ #ay about the emigration of la-
dies excepted—are the opinious, alss, 1 am anhorized
to #inte, of Amos A. Lawrence, the Hoo. El Pnayer,
Dr. Koesell, Dr, Cabot, Dr. Webb, aud other equally
promicent fricuds of Free Kansas in Bastin,

Heaten, Dec. 10, 1856, JAMES REDPATH
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VINDICATION OF FREEDOM IN THE
TERRITORIES,
—_—
SPEECH OF HON, JOSHUA R, GIDDINGS,

Delivered in the House of Representatives of the United Srates,
Dec. 10, 1856,

{The question being on the adoption of a resolution
to prist fifteen thousand copies of the President’s
Message. ]

Mr. Giopiscs—Mr. Speaker: One thing is estab-
lished by our eurrent political history, that is, that
we are destined to continue the agitation of the
great question which, according to all past anuals,
has agitated the world. The rights of man are
still the thames of discussion. From the time
when the barons of England, usder King John,
at the point of the sword, extorted from the Bri-
tish Crown coneessions to the rights of the people,
that question has continued to vecupy the atten-
tien of their descendante. When our American
fathers felt the hand of oppreesion; when they
saw that injustice was done to these thirteun ecolo-
pies: when those ¢ donies united in resistance to
the enforcement of British power; when Ameri-
cans wet Englishmen upcn the fields of Lexington
and Coneord and Bunker Hill; when American and
British blood flowed together upon those fields—
the civilized world, the Christian world, demanded
tbe caure why men, believing in the same religion,
epeaking the same langusge, trusting in the sae
Gud, were thus butcbering each other uswon those
fields of bloody contlict. 1t was a pertivent e
quirs—one which the Continental Congross held to
be important. Then South Carelina and Massa-
chusetts, Georgia aind Connecticut. and all of the
original Suates, counseled together and made an-
swer with united toiee,

The reason for their going into that seven years'
struggle war pliced i leters o liviog Beht before
the world, written hy the inspired pen of Jeforson,
1s the mewber from South Carchina [ Mr. Keitt j—
who hae justresnmed his seit—prepared to stand
by the eclemu declarations made on that anspieivis
vecasion ! 1he Repubhean party have rvspoaded
to this questions they have reaffirmed those prisei-
ples, the great, the immortal, the hea ven-horn
truths then proclaimed. that all men are, by tieir Crea-
tar, erdowed with certuin ipaliena®ie righls—amons
which are life, libery, snd the par f ha
These 1ights came from our Creator, nof from th
dent, vur fromn Copgress, but from the (hnaig
wind. On this grout undy ne prnogg Ie they Dassdth ir
vindication before the civilized world, 1+ toe mombar
feomn Scuth Carviiva riedy to stand Ly them! I Le
is got present, 1 sek sny member of the Denoc-atie
perty, North or South wheiher that party is ready to
stand by these doctrives! 1 paunso for an anewes, |
hear po reply.  But, Sir, snch is the resporse which
1 alwaye gl to my welldetined iniwomogatoes Men
froro the South unequivocally deny this truth 3

arent

that party in the North dare not speak ke
tive. 1here tbhey sit, If they were to 2
pegative they would be off by thir o

if in the sftirmat've, they : repad
sScuth, Thus thew vibira's betwoan &
uncertsin in which they will laod (L
wy soul 1 pity then; 1 pity any ma .
avow honestly the sentionts wiica tiod Las
in bis boeom,

The sclievicent truth that all men are croatad witk
the ir aliensble tight to life, iiberty, and the pursuit of
Lappiness, was, in Uie other wing of the Capiol, Ly «
leedicg member of that pasty prosonnced th b
soglfeeredent e, There the mambers of the Dome.
eratio par'y sit in silerce, giviog the's tacit conesnt &
the corre tuces of this sextiment, which I rmyard as
nothing less thap a libal ppon these patriol fataers
aronzd whoes pemes the glorious reoallections f .
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early history row clurer,  Ir this Flall wa bhad, during
the leat sese'on, & bong nmm 1 the raatleman
from Geos gin [Mr. Srephear thut Mavery
wae ap ivesiindor canctiome acd eoldd




