Tho Saockiag of Lavwrosoco—Atchlsen’s |
- Npoeshs
I havo reeidéd in the City of Lawrenco,
Kanzas Tersitory, about ono year. 1 wasin
that city on the 21st day of May, A.D. 1856,
In tho morning, about 4 o’clock, I salv sta-
tioned on  the ‘l‘xill comwmanding . the town,
about'ono hundred mounted wen, drayn up
in live of battle; tho number was increased
by addition of two Cowpanies from Ilatte
County, Mo.; ono artillery and the other rifle.
A Company commanded by Major Buford,
numbering somwo threo hundrod ; a cowpany
com! of oitizens of Westport, and Inde-
pondence, Mo., numbering sowe two hundred.
‘Theso men, amounting in allto sowe seven
or eight hundred, weie claimed by the United
Stutes Marshal to be hix posso, summoned to
assist in tho servica of certain writs which he
held against persons i Lawrence.

About 11 o'clock two Deputy Marshals,
with'a small posso of unarmed men, camoin-
to the atzeots of that city. Iinquired of tho
Deputics it the entiro posso wero Lo onter town.
In¥eply to which they gave overy assuraunce
that if thero was no  resistaiice to the arrcsts
they werc about to make, their posse should
not onter the town. ‘They. proceeded to the
Tree-State Hotel, and made the arrests of G.
W. Doitzler and G, W. Smith, The Marshal,

"withhis posse, dined by invitation with the,
Messrs. Eldridges in thohotel. after dinner,
the Deputies said in front of tho hotel, thut
their duty was done and their posse divmissed.
At the samc time _there was asignal given to
the men on the hill, sud they marched into
town, placing four ;cannon at oneend of the
main . street, 5083 to' comman
strect, S, J. Jonegtheit rode into town to
she front of the hotel, and ssked for Gon.
Pomeroy. Gen. L. soon came. aud Jones
demuuded the surrender of all the arms and
amunition that there was in town, or he wadld
storm the town in an hour. Jones wasTir
formed by Lim that the only arms ho knew
anything .abopt weres swmafl howitzer and
some sroall picees of canuon, which ho was
willing to give up by Jones’ reccipting. As
they went for the arms, I weat back to the
posse, nud David R. Atchison was mnking a
speoch to thom. 1 was prevented from hear-
ing his ontire spesch, by the continued cheers
and yells of theecrowd, (* posse.””) A fow
sentences I heard distinetly, which wero as
follows : : :

o ‘L'his day I ama 8 Kickapoo Ranger; this <
dny is tho most glorious of 1y long life; this
aay have wo entered Lawrence, und the Yan-
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kces havo not dared toshuot u guil; 8 glorious.
victory, boys, by God! Boys, the Emigrant
Aid Tiotol, with her port hotes, must this day
bo tested, and ¢ blown to hell, The daraned
Abolition pressvs: must go into Kaw River,
and thero soak out souic of their darky 1ove,—
If tho men or women undertuke to stop us,
we'll hang thom, by God ! Aladyis entitled
to thopty ion of cvery gentieman, but when
& woman takes upon hersclf tho gardb of man-
Lood, sho is no moro worthy of your protec.
tion than a savage brute.”” At this time Mr.
Jones rodo out among them, and Atchison,
turning to his company, said; ¢ Ravgers, I
now givo you into the hands of Sherifl Jones,
torbecomo his posse, toassist him to enforce
the luws of Kanzas Torritoty. Do your duty
faithfully, as X know you will.” Sherifl Jones
thon placed two companies to carry tho type
of The Free State'and Herald of Freedom to the
river, and break the presscs to pieces.—’
About this time ho (Joues) rode in frout of
the hotel and notitied the proprictors that they
“iBust leave that house, for he was going.to
_tear.it down._ DBeing_well acquaintod _with
Mr. Jones, I stopped forward and asked him
“by what authorfty ho destroyed the printing
press and tho hotel. Eis answer was une-
quivocaland distinct. ¢ Thogrand jury have
presented the hotel and tho two printing
presscs as nuisances, and 1hold an order from
the Court to abato them, and I'shall do it.”"—
He then had the four cannon placed about 105
feet from the front of the hotel.  They fired
thirty shots at the front side and could not
damnge it much,  So the order was given by
Col. Titus, who way the military commander,
. to sot tho. building on fire. The order was

oboyed, and the house was burned to the
weound. Whila they wero firing upon the
hotol, I went to tho Post Otlice and found
that thoy had just run the clerk out heeanso
he had a **Sharp's rifle.”” While there, thero
was a party of the powso cainointo the office ;
some one of them kicked tho door open Jead-
ing into the Post Oflice, it being an apartmient
in n store. They wentin, looked atout until
their curiosity was satistied, then came out.
Dr. Stringfellow was onc of the nuwmber,
Dr. Stringlellow looked about, and said,—
- #What can I take for_ plundes His eye fell
upon some cigars; #o lie took two boxes, put
them under his. arm, and siid, as he walked
off, *This will' do for me.”” 1left the Post
Office anl went to the store of G. W. & W,
Hutchinson & Co. The store was locked.
Col. Titus xaid, **1 thiuk there are Sharps’
rifles in there ; stave her in boys, if she iz lock-.
el They oboyed him by broaking in the
front window ith tho butts of their guns,
and then crawling in sowe ten of them. 1
then lefe that place, for my bonrding-house,
Oumy way thero 1 saw u party ot men who
scomed to bo overjoyed nt some prise they had
obtained. I walked up to them and found it to
bo the trunk of A. 1L Reeder. "Tlioy-had bro.
ken the lid off and were emptying thie con-
tents on the ground—cach selecting some ar«
ticle of clothing, some letter, some paper, that
pleased their faney. 1 proceeded to my board-
ing-house, and tound that it was guarded,
and that moun were ‘inside.  They lmd burst
in the window, and went in and came out
therown As soon as they left, J went iuto the
Jouse, and forad that they had brokei oper
all the trunks in the house, and sl the dr
ers to thio sceretary, rifled everything, in facts
in the house. I found thoy had taken all my
clothing,many of my private letters, and $538
in money from mry trunk; that they had te-
kou all the clothing ot Mr. Burdett, tho gen-
tleman with whom L board. I saw themn pass
ncross the stroet and break the window in, in
the house of B. Johnson, and quite a number
pasy in through the window. Aftor somo
timo they.came out shouting triwinphantly,
with “their arms (61l of clothing, and.two or
three common guns.” L then returned to the
place where wo had taken the womon and chil-
dren forsafety, and watched the burning of the
hotel, The posse began  to go homeward,
While they wore passing the house of Gov.
Charles Robinson, thrte_times it was sct on
fire, and a8 often extinguished. We thought
they had ali left town and began to come to
our homes agnin, when there came back some
fifty mounted men, and rode around the ruing
~of—tho-hotal,..xud gave_thren cheers-fortho-
ruins, On their return to their camp, the
house of Gov. Chas. Robinson was sct on fire
and burned. Thus ended the abatement of the
nuisances which the Court orderod Sheriff

Jones to abate, .

On the day above mentioned, while I was
in the trowd of persons who were destroying
the hotel, some six of them came to me and
inquired if my name was Legate. [ told
them 1t was, The fhost officious of the num-
ber then said ; **Do you, Sir, know,” hesitat-
ing a woment, thon turuing fuce from me, he
putled something from his pocket which had
the appearance of a letter—having only @
glimpso of it, couldn’t tell for certainty—turn.
Ing back to me, snid ohn M. Farle, of Wor-,.
cester, Massachusetts 3" Lreplied that I knew
him as an editor.  «A d-—d Aboliton editor
that you write to, isit? G—d d—n you!"”
He. then repeated several sentences in o letter
which 1 had written to the above named edi-
tor, which led me to conclude that they had
the said letter in their possession. They made
threats of hanging me, showing mo the beau-
ties ot hemp, &e. To which 1 replied, they
could hang mo no younger.

" 1then told ihem they must have xuhb(lcd
the wail to have obtained my letter to Mr,
Earle, His reply was, that there wos a place
between Lawrence and Wenstport where your
de—d aholition letters enan be read, it you do
put them in the mail; and if we ever sce any
more of your letters, we'll hang you, by Gi-d.
T told him 1 shonld write to whom 1 pieased,
and thus we sepurated, Jas, L Bhearn,
Lawiene <
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