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PREFACE 

"THERE never was more need for a good life of any man 
than there was for one of John Brown," wrote Charles Eliot 
Norton in March, 1860, in expressing in the Atlantic Monthly 
his dissatisfaction with the first biography of the leader of 
the attack upon Harper's Ferry. Twenty-six years later, in 
the same publication, Mr. John T. Morse, Jr., wrote that U so 
grand a subject cannot fail to inspire a writer able to do jus
tice to the theme; and when such an one draws Brown, he 
will produce one of the most attractive books in the lan
guage. But meantime the ill-starred • martyr' suffers a pro
longation of martyrdom, standing like another St. Sebastian 
to be riddled with the odious arrows of fulsome panegyrists." 
Since 1886 there have appeared five other lives of Brown, the 
most important being that of Richard J. Hinton, who in his 
preface gloried in holding a brief for Brown and his men. 

The present volume is inspired by no such purpose, but is 
due to a belief that fifty years after the Harper's Ferry tragedy, 
the time is ripe for a study of John Brown, free from bias, 
from the errors in taste and fact of the mere panegyrist, and 
from the blind prejudice of those who can see in John Brown 
nothing but a criminal. The pages that follow were written 
to detract from or champion no man or set of men, but to put 
forth the essential truths of history as far as ascertainable, 
and to judge Brown, his followers and associates in the light 
thereof. How successful this attempt has been is for the 
reader to judge. That this volume in no wise approaches the 
attractiveness which Mr. Morse looked for, the author fully 
understands. On the other hand, no stone has been left un
turned to make accurate the smallest detail; the original docu
ments, contemporary letters and living witnesses have been 
examined in every quarter of the United States. Materials 
never before utilized have. been drawn upon, and others dis
covered whose existence has heretofore been unknown. Wher
ever sources have been quoted, they have been cited verbatim 
et literati.m, the effort being to reproduce exactly spelling, 
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viii PREFACE 

. capitalization and punctuation, particularly in John Brown's 
own letters, which have suffered hitherto from free-hand 
editing. If at times, particularly in dealing with the Kansas 
period of John Brown's life, it may seem as if there were a 
superfluity of detail, the explanation is that already a hun
dred myths have attached themselves to John Brown's name 
which often hinge upon a date, or the possibility of his pre-

. sence at a given place at a given hour. Over some of them have 
raged long and bitter controversies which give little evidence 
of the softening effects of time. 

So complex a character as John Brown's is not to be dis
missed by merely likening him to the Hebrew prophets or to 
a €romwellian Roundhead, though both parallels are not 
inapt; and the historian's task is made heavier since nearly 
all characterizations of the man have been at one extreme or 
another. But there is, after all, no personality so complex that 
it cannot be tested by accepted ethical standards. To do this 
sincerely, to pass a deliberate and accurate historical judg
ment, to bestow praise and blame without favor or sectional 
partisanship, has been the author's endeavor. 

His efforts have been generously aided by the friends, rela
tives and associates of John Brown, whenever approached, 
and by many others who pay tribute, by their deep interest, 
to the vital force of John Brown's story. It would be impos
sible to mention all here. But to Salmon Brown and Henry 
Thompson is due the writer's ability to record for the first 
time the exact facts as to the happenings on the Pottawatomie, 
and the author is also particularly indebted to Jason Brown, 
Miss Sarah Brown, Mrs. Annie Brown Adams, and Mrs. 
John Brown, Jr. Thomas Wentworth Higginson, F. B. San
born, Horace White, George B. Gill, Luke F. Parsons, Mrs. 
Emma Wattles Morse, Mrs. Rebecca Spring, Jennie Dunbar 
(Mrs. Lee Garcelon) and R. G. Elliott, of Lawrence, are a few 
of the survivors of John Brown's time who have aided by 
counselor reminiscence. Special thanks are due to George 
W. Martin, Miss Adams and Miss Clara Francis, of the Kan
sas Historical Society, for valuable assistance, as well as to 
the Historical Department of Iowa, the Western Reserve 
Historical Society, the Department of Archives and History 
of the Virginia State Library, the Pennsylvania and Massa-
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chusetts Historical Societies, and to Louis A. Reese, lately of 
Brown University, who generously placed at the author's 
disposal the manuscript of his admirable work on "The Ad
mission of Kansas as a State." Mrs. S. L. Clark, of Berea, 
Kentucky, Mrs. S. C. Davis, of Kalamazoo, Miss Leah Talia
ferro, of Gloucester County, Virginia, Miss Mary E. Thomp
son, Mrs. Ellen Brown Fablinger, Mrs. J. B. Remington, of 
Osawatomie, Kansas, Dr. Thaddeus Hyatt, the family of the 
late Joshua R. Giddings, Dr. Frederick C. Waite, of Western 
Reserve University, Dr. Henry A. Stevens, of Boston, Cleon 
Moore, of Charlestown, West Virginia, William E. Connel
ley, of Topeka, Kansas, and Edwin Tatham, of New York, 
have placed the author under special obligations here grate
fully acknowledged. 

Dr. Thomas Featherstonhaugh, of Washington, has been 
most generous in giving the author free access to his rich 
collections of books, pamphlets and photographs, and they 
have been largely drawn upon. The author also gladly records 
his lasting indebtedness to Miss Katherine Mayo, whose jour
neys in search of material for his use have covered a period of 
more than two years and many thousands of miles. But for 
her judgment, her tact and skill, and her enthusiasm for the 
work, it could hardly have approached its present compre
hensiveness. Finally, without the approval, generous aid and 
encouragement of his uncle, Francis Jackson Garrison, of 
Boston, the author could not have undertaken or completed 
this book. 

NEW YOJlE, Auplt I, 1910. 
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JOHN BROWN 
CHAPTER I 

THE MOULDING OF THE MAN 

RED RocK, IOWA 15th July, 1857 

MJl. HENRY L. STEARNS. 
My DEAR YOUNG FJlIEND I have not forgotten my pro

mise to write you; but my constant care, & anxiety: have 
obliged me to put it off a long time. I do not flatter myself 
that I can write anything that will very much interest you: 
but have concluded to send you a short story of a certain boy 
of my acquaintance: & for convenience & shortness of name, 
I will call him John. This story will be mainly a naration of 
follies and errors; which it is to be hoped ,OU ma, avoid; but 
there is one thing connected with it, which will be calculated 
to encourage any young person to persevereing effort; & that 
is the degree of success in accomplishing his objects which to 
a great extent marked the course of this boy throughout my 
entire acquaintance with him; notwithstanding his moderate 
capacity; & still more moderate acquirements. 

John was born May 9th, 1800, at Torrington, Litchfield Co. 
Connecticut; of poor but respectable parents: a decendan t on 
the side of his Father of one of the company of the Mayflower 
who landed at Plymouth 1620. His mother was decended 
from a man who came at an early period to New England from 
Amsterdam, in Holland. Both his Fathers and his Mothers 
Fathers served in the war of the revolution: His Father's 
Father; died in a bam at New York while in the service, in 
1776• 

I cannot tell you of anything in the first Four years of 
John's life worth mentioning save that at that earl, age he 
was tempted by Three large Brass Pins belonging to a girl who 
lived in the family & stole them. In this he waS detected by 
his Mother; & after having a full day to think of the wrong; 
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2 JOHN BROWN 

received from her a thorough whipping. When he was Five 
years old his Father moved to Ohio; then a wilderness filled 
with wild beasts, & Indians. During the long journey which 
was perfonned in part or mostly with an Oxteam; he was 
called on by turns to assist a boy Five years older (who had 
been adopted by his Father & Mother) & learned to think he 
could accomplish smart things in driving the Cows; & riding 
the horses. Sometimes he met with Rattle Snakes which were 
very large; & which some of the company generally managed 
to kill. After getting to Ohio in 1805 he was for some time 
rather afraid of the Indians, & of their Rifles; but this soon 
wore off: & he used to hang about them quite as much as was 
consisten t with good manners; & learned a trifle of their talk. 
His father learned to dress Deer Skins, & at 6 years old John 
was installed a young Buck Skin. He was perhaps rather 
observing as he ever after remembered the entire process of 
Deer Skin dressing; so that he could at any time dress his 
own leather such as Squirel, Raccoon, Cat, Wolf or Dog Skins; 
and also learned to make Whip Lashes: which brought him 
some change at times; & was of considerable service in many 
ways. At Six years old John began to be qui te a rambler in the 
wild new country finding birds and Squirrels and sometimes a 
wild Turkeys nest. But about this period he was placed in the 
School of adversity; which my young friend was a most neces
sary part of his early training. You may laugh when you come 
to read about it; but these were sore trials to John: whose 
earthly treasures were very jew, & smaU. These were the be
ginning of a severe but much needed course of dicipline which 
he afterwards was to pass through; & which it is to be hoped 
has learned him before this time that the Heavenly Father 
sees it best to take all the little things out of his hands which 
he has ever placed in them. When John was in his Sixth year 
a poor Indian boy gave him a Yellow Marble the first he had 
ever seen. This he thought a great deal of ; & kept it a good 
while; but at last he lost it beyond recovery. It took years to 
heal the wound & 'I think he cried at times about it. About 
Five months after this he caught a young Squirel tearing off 
his tail in doing it; & getting severely bitten at the same time 
himself. He however held on to the liUle bob tail Squirrel; & 
finally got him perfectly tamed, so that he almost idolized his 
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THE MOULDING OF THE MAN 3 

pet. This too he lost; by its wandering away; or by getting 
killed; & for a year or two John was in mourning; and looking 
at all the Squirrels he could see to try & discover Bobtail, if 
possible. I must not neglect to tell you of a verry bad & foolish 
habbit to which John was somewhat addicted. I mean telling 
lies; generally to screen himself from blame; or from punish
ment. He could not well endure to be reproached; & I now 
think had he been oftener encouraged to be entirely frank; 
by making frankness a kind of atonement for some of his faults; 
he would not have been so often guilty in after life of this 
fault; nor have been obliged to struggle so long with so mean 
a habit. 

John was never CJUa"elsome; but was excessively fond of the 
Jwrdest & roughest kind of plays; & could never get enough [of) 
them. Indeed when for a short time he was sometimes sent 
to School the opportuni ty it afforded to wrestle, & Snow ball 
& run & jump & knock off old seedy Wool hats; offered to 
him almost the only compensation for the confinement, & re
straints of school. I need not tell you that with such a feeling 
& but little chance of going to school at all: he did not become 
much of a schollar. He would always choose to stay at home 
& work hard rather than be sent to school; & during the 
Warm season might generally be seen barefooted & bareheaded: 
with Buck skin Breeches suspended often with one leather 
strap over his shoulder but sometimes with Two. To be sent 
off through the wilderness alone to very considerable distances 
was particularly his delight; & in this he was often indulged 
so that by the time he was Twelve years old he was sent off 
more than a Hundred Miles with companies of cattle; & he 
would have thought his character much injured had he been 
obliged to be helped in any such job. This was a boyish kind 
of feeling but characteristic however. At Eight years old, 
John was left a Motherless boy which loss was complete & 
pennanent for notwithstanding his Father again married to 
a sensible. inteligent. and on many accounts a very estimable 
woman; yet he never adopted her in feeling,· but continued 
to pine after his own Mother for years. This opperated very 
unfavorably uppon him; as he was both naturally "fond of 
females; &, withall, extremely diffident; & deprived him of a 
suitable connecting link between the different sexes; the want 
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4 JOHN BROWN 

of which might under some circumstances, have proved his 
ruin. When the war broke out with England: his Father soon 
commenced furnishing the troops with beef cattle, the collect
ing & driving of which afforded him some opportunity for the 
chase (on foot) of wild steers & other cattle through the woods. 
During this war he had some chance to fonn his own boyish 
judgment of men & measures: & to become somewhat famil
iarly acquainted with some who have· figured before the coun
try since that time. The effect of what he saw during the 
war was to so far disgust him with Military affairs that he 
would neither train, or drill; but paid fines; & got along like a 
Quaker untill his age finally has cleared him of Military duty. 
During the war with England a circumstance occurred that 
in the end made him a most determined A bolitionis': & led him 
to declare, or Swear: Eternal war with Slavery. He was stay
ing for a short time with a very gentlemanly landlord since a 
United States Marshall who held a slave boy near his own age 
very active, inteligent, and good feeling; & to whom John 
was under considerable obligation for numerous little acts of 
kindness. The Master made a great pet of John: brought him 
to table with his first company; & friends; called their atten
tion to every little smart thing he said or did: & to the fact of 
his being more than a hundred miles from home with a com
pany of cattle alone; while the negro boy (who was fully if not 
more than his equal) was badly clothed, poorly fed ; & lodged 
in cold weather; & beaten before his ey~ with Iron Shovels 
or any other thing that came first to hand. This brought John 
to reflect on the wretched, hopeless condition, of Fatherless 
& Motherless slave children: for such children have neither 
Fathers or Mothers to protect & provide for them. He some
times would raise the question is God 'heir Fmher 1 At the age 
of Ten years, an old friend induced him to read a little history, 
& offered him the free use of a good library; by; which he 

. acquired some taste for reading: which fonned the principle 
part of his early education: & diverted him in a great measure 
from bad company. He by this means grew to be verry fond of 
the company & conversation of old & inteligent persons. He 
never attempted to dance in his life; nor did he ever learn to 
know one of a pack of Cards from ano'her. He learned nothing 
of Grammer; nor did he get at school 80 much knowledge of 
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THE MOULDING OF THE MAN 5 

comm[on] Arithmetic as the Four ground rules. This win give 
you some general idea of the first Fifteen years of his life; 
during which time he became very strong & large of his age & 
ambitious to perform the full labour of a man; at almost any 
kind of hard work. By reading the lives of great, wise & good 
men their sayings, and writings; he grew to a dislike of vain & 
frivolous ctmfJeJ'soJion & persons i & was often greatly obliged 
by the kind manner in which older & more inteligent persons 
treated him at their houses: & in conversation; which was 
a great relief on account of his extreme bashfulness. He very 
early in life became ambitious to excel in doing anything he 
undertook to perform. This kind of feeling I would recom
mend to all young persons both Male & female: as it will cer
tainly tend to secure admission to the company of the more 
inteligent; & better portion of every community. By an 
means endeavour to excel in some laudable pursuit. I had 
like to have forgotten to ten you of one of John's misfortunes 
which set rather hard on him while a young boy. He had by 
some means perlJaps by gift of his Father become the owner 
of a little Ewe Lamb which did finely till it was about Two 
Thirds grown; & then sickened and died. This brought an
other protracted mouming season: not that he felt the pecun
iary loss so heavily: for that was never his disposition; but so 
strong & earnest were his attachments. John had been taught 
from earliest childhood to u fear God & keep his command
ments;" & though quite skeptical he had always by turns felt 
much serious doubt as to his future well being; & about this 
time became to some extent a convert to Christianity & ever 
after a firm believer in the divine authenticity of the Bible. 
With this book he became very familiar, & possessed a most 
unusual memory of its entire contents. 

Now some of the things I have been telling of i were just such 
as I would recommend to you: & I would like to know that you 
had selected these out; & adopted them as part of your own 
plan of life: & I wish you to have some deffin~ plan. Many 
seem to have none; & others never to stick to any that they do 
form. This was not the case with John. He followed up with 
len4city whatever he set about so long as it answered his gen
eral purpose: & hence he rarely failed in some good degree to 
effect the things he undertook. This was so much the case 
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that he habiluaUy expected 10 succeed in his undertakings. With 
this feeling should be coupled; the consciousness that our plans 
are -right in themselves. 

During the period I have named, John had acquired a kind 
of ownership to certain animals of some little value but as 
he had come to understand that the title of minors might be a 
little imperfect: he had recourse to various means in order to 
secure a more independent; & perfect right of property. One 
of these means was to exchange with his Father for some
thing of far less value. Another was by trading with other per
sons for something his Father had never owned. Older persons 
have sometimes found difficulty with titles. 

From Fifteen to Twenty years old, he spent most of his 
time working at the Tanner & Currier's trade keeping Bach
elors hall; & he officiating as Cook; & for most of the time 
as foreman of the establishment under his Father. During 
this period he found much trouble with some of the bad hab
its I have mentioned & with some that I have not told you 
of: his conscience urging him forward with great power in this 
matter: but his close attention to business; & success in its 
management; together with the way he got along with a com
pany of men, & boys; made him quite a favorite with the seri
ous & more inteligent portion of older persons. This was so 
much the case; & secured for him so many little notices from 
those he esteemed; that his vanity was very much fed by 
it: & he came forward to manhood quite full of self-conceit; 
& self-confident; notwithstanding his e:m-eme bashfulness. A 
younger brother used sometimes to remind him of this: & 
to repeat to him this expression which you may somewhere 
find, "A King against whom there is no rising up." The habit 
so early formed of being obeyed rendered him in after life 
too much disposed to speak in an imperious or dictating way. 
From Fifteen years & upward he felt a good deal of anxiety 
to learn; but could only read & studdy a little; both for want 
of time; & on account of inflammation of the eyes. He how
ever managed by the help of books to make himself tolera
bly well acquainted with common Arithmetic; & Surveying; 
which he practiced more or less after he was Twenty years old. 
At a little past Twenty years led by his own inclination & 
prompted also by his Father, he married a remarkably plain; 
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but neat industrious & economic:al girl; of excellent character; 
earnest piety; & good practical common sense; about one 
year younger than himself. This woman by her mild, frank, 
& more than all else j by her very consistent conduct; acquired 
& ever while she lived maintained a most powerful; & good 
influence over him. Her plain but kind admonitions generally 
had the right effect; without arousing his haughty obstinate 
temper. John began early in life to discover a great liking to 
fine Cattle, Horses, Sheep, & Swine; & as soon as circum
stances would enable him he began to be a practical Shep
herd: it being a calling for which in early life he had a kind of 
enthusiastic longing: together with the idea that as a business 
it bid fair to afford him the means of carrying out his greatest 
or principal object. I have now given you a kind of general 
idea of the early life of this boy; & if I believed it would be 
worth the trouble; or afford much interest to any good feeling 
person; I might be tempted to tell you something of his course 
in after life; or manhood. I do not say that I will do it. 

You will discover that in using up my half sheets to save 
paper j I have written Two pages, 80 that one does not follow 
the other as it should. I have no time to write it over; & but 
for unavoidable hindrances in traveling I can hardly say when 
I should have written what I have. With an honest desire for 
your best good, I subscribe myself, 

Your Friend, 
J. BROWN. 

P. S. I had like to have forgotten to acknowledge your con .. 
tribution in aid of the cause in which I serve. God Allmighty 
bless you; my son. 

J. B. 

In this simple, straightforward, yet remarkable narrative I 
John Brown of Osawatomie and Harper's Ferry outlined his 
youth to the thirteen-year-old son of his benefactor, George 
Luther Stearns. It remains the chief source of knowledge as to 
the formative period of one who for a brief day challenged the 
attention of a great nation, compelled it to heart searchings 
most beneficent in their results, and through his death of ap
parent ignominy achieved not only an historical immortality, 
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but a far-reaching victory over forces of evil against which 'he 
had dared and lost his life. John Brown, a Puritan in the aus
terity of his manner of living, the narrowness of his vision and 
the hardships he underwent, came of a family of pioneers. But 
he was not of those adventurers into the wilderness who are 
content, after carving out with the axe a little kingdom for 
themselves, to rule peacefully to the end of their days. His 
early adventures, his contact with the American aborigines, 
his boyish experiences with the flotsam and jetsam of armies 
in the field, all bred up in him a restlessness not characteris
tic of the original Puritans, but with him a dominant feature of 
his whole career. To John Brown life from the outset meant 
incessant strife, first against unconquered nature, then in the 
struggle for a living, and finally in that effort to be a Samson to 
the pro-slavery Philistines in which his existence culminated . 
.. I expect nothing but to endure hardness," he wrote to a 
friend in an attempt to enlist him in the Harper's Ferry enter
prise. I t would have been surprising, indeed, had he expected 
anything else, for to nothing else was he accustomed. From 
the .. school of adversity" in which he was placed, as he wrote, 
at the age of six years, he graduated only at his death. 

The picture which John Brown drew of his experiences in 
the early settlement of Ohio, just a century ago, was by no 
means over-colored. The American public is apt to think that 
pioneering waS difficult only in New England in the seven
~nth century, in Kentucky and Tennessee in the eighteenth, 
and in the far West in the nineteenth. But the story of the 
settlement of the Middle West reads in no essential differ
ently, if perhaps less dramatically, than the better known ex
tensions of the ever-expanding frontier. There were the same 
hardships, the same facing of death by disease or, at times, in 
ambush, the same exhausting toil, the same terrifying loneli
ness, the same never-ending battling against relentless ele
ments. This struggle for existence Brown's family shared 
with those fellow emigrants who ventured with them into the 
Ohio forest primeval, destroying it with great labor, driving 
the wolves, panthers and bears from their rude cabin doors, 
and subsisting, penuriously enough, on the wild game of the 
woods and such scanty crops as the squirrels, blackbirds, rac
coons and porcupines permitted to grow to maturity among 
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the stumps of the cleared tracts. As late as 1817 there were 
bears who helped themselves in this district of Ohio to the 
settlers' pigs, and in 1819, in a great hunt, no less than one 
hundred deer and a dozen and a half bears and wolves were 
corralled and shot down by the hunters of four townships J 

around Hudson. These wild animals of the forest not only 
supplied meat for the scantily furnished larders, but skins 
wherewith to make clothing and caps for others besides John 
Brown. Farms were bought and paid for in hard and bitter 
experiences. The roads were but a pretence, rough log bridges 
led across the swamps, and the only means of transportation 
which could survive long were the roughest sleds, ox-carts 
and stone-boats. In the summer of 1806, the year after John 
Brown arrived, there were, according to an old settler,' frosts 
every month, "no com got ripe, and the next spring we had 
to send to the Ohio river for seed com to plant." This was 
the beginning of the "school of adversity" for John Brown, 
and the next summer's session was one of the hardest that the 
pioneers ever stored away in their recollections. But not the 
worst; that John Brown thought the summer of 1817, which 
he described as a period" of extreme scarcity of not only f1J01IeY, 
but of the greatest distress for want of provisions known 
during the nineteenth century."· He and three others were 
destitute "between the seaside and Ohio," but they had 
learned not to be afraid of " spoiling themselves by hard work," 
and they managed to keep body and soul together. Even in 
times of plenty, provisions were hard to get, and were best 
purchased by labor of those fortunate enough to have an 
abundance, the rate being three and a half pounds of pork for a 
day's service. Fortunately, the neighboring Indians, Senecas, 
Ottawas and Chippewas, were well behaved and friendly, 
rarely sinning, but often sinned against. It was in this atmos
phere so friendly to the steeling of muscles, the training of eyes 
and hands, the enduring of arduous labor and the cultivation 
of the primal virtues, that John Brown grew up to self-reliant 
manhood. Under these conditions was his character moulded 
and forged, until there emerged a man of singular natural force, 
direct of speech, earnest of purpose, and usually resolute, with 
the frontiersman's ability to shift readily from one occupation 
to another and an incurable readiness to wander. 
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.. Although the time when a man comes into the world and the 
place where he appears are in certain ways important and may 
well begin his story," declared Professor N. S. Shaler in his all 
too brief autobiography, "the really weighty question concerns 
his inheritances and the conditions in which they were devel
oped. That he brings with him something that is in a mea
sure independent of all his progenitors, a certain individuality 
which makes him distinct in essentials from like beings he 
succeeds, is true - vastly true; but the way he is to go is, to 
a great extent, shaped by those who sent him his life." 6 The 
conditions of early life in Ohio were precisely those for which 
John Brown's inheritances should best have fitted him. He 
came of simple, frugal, hard-working folk, deeply interested 
in religion and the church into which they sent some of their 
best, and, above all, imbued with a strong love of liberty. 
His father's father, who died "in a barn in New York" while 
a captain of the Ninth Company, or Train-band 9, in the 
Eighteenth Regiment of the Connecticut Colony, likewise 
bore the name of John Brown, and on the other side the 
tradition of arms came down to him from his maternal grand
father. The Revolutionary Captain John Brown was the son 
and grandson of men of the same name, likewise citizens of 
Connecticut, the senior of whom, born February 4, 16<)4, was 
the son of Peter Brown, of Windsor, Connecticut. Through 
this Peter Brown, John Brown of Osawatomie, like many 
another of his patronymic, believed himself descended from 
Peter Brown of the goodly Mayflower company, - errone
ously, for modern genealogical research has proved that the 
Mayflower Peter Brown left no male issue.' But the posses
sion of an actual Mayflower progenitor is not indispensable 
to the establishment of a long line of ancestry, and so Peter 
Brown of Windsor, born in 1632, can surely lay claim to being 
among the earliest white colonists on this continent, - early 
enough at least to make it plain that in John Brown of Osa
watomie's veins ran the blood of solid middle-class citizens, 
the bone and sinew of the early colonies, as of the infant 
American republic. • 

It is not related of any of the colonial John Browns that 
they were especially distinguished. When Captain John 
Brown, of the Eighteenth Connecticut, gave his life for the 
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independence of his country, he left a wife and ten children 
at West Simsbury, now Canton, Connecticut, and a posthu
mous son came into the world soon after his father perished, 
the oldest child, a daughter, being then about seventeen. 
"The care and support of this family," wrote his son Owen 
many years later, "fell mostly on my mother. The labor
ing men were mostly in the army. She was one of the best 
mothers; active and sensible. She did all that could be ex
pected of a mother; yet for the want of help we lost our crops, 
then our cattle, and so became poor." In the "dreadful hard 
winter" of 1778-79 they were deprived of nearly all their 
sheep, cattle and hogs, and the spring found them in the 
greatest distress. This was the "school of adversity" in which 
John Brown's father was trained, he also beginning at the age 
of six the lessons in hardship which made of him a sturdy, 
vigorous, honest pioneer, and hardened his body for its long 
existence of eighty-five years. In the autobiography 7 which 
he wrote at his children's request, when nearly eighty years 
of age, Owen Brown summed up his career in this sentence: 
"My life has been of little worth, mostly filled up with van
ity." In this harsh judgment his neighbors would not have 
concurred. Owen Brown stood. well with everybody, even 
with those who had no liking for his militant son. Yet this 
sentence gives a key to the piety which filled Owen's life, and 
explains, too, whence the son received his own strong religious 
tendency. In Owen Brown's last letter to his son, penned only 
six weeks before his death, occurs this wish: " I ask all of you 
to pray more earnestly for the salvation of my soul than for the 
life of my body, and that I may give myself and all I have up 
to Christ and honer him by a sacrifise of all we have."· 

Similar pious expressions are to be found in almost every 
one of John Brown's letters to the members of his family. 
Their salvation, their clinging to the orthodox Congregational 
faith to which he held so tenaciously, their devotion to the 
Scriptures, - these are things which ever concerned him. 
Indeed, the resemblance of John Brown to his father appears 
in many ways, not the least in their respective biographies. 
Owen's is as characteristic a document as the one which 
begins this volume. In it he relates his wanderings as an 
apprentice and later as a full-fledged shoemaker and tanner. 
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But if he moved about a good deal in the struggle to S\1p

port himself, learn a trade and relieve the heavily burdened 
mother of his support, when he finally reached Ohio, in 1805, 
Owen Brown remained in one locality for fifty-one years, until 
his death, May 8, 1856. Owen received, he narrates, consid
erable instruction from the Rev. Jeremiah Hallock, the min
ister of Canton, who was a connection of many of the Browns, 
hiring out to this worthy pastor for six months in 1790. In 
the spring of 1791 the family fortunes were again in the 
ascendant. One brother, John by name, was for many years 
an honored citizen of New Hartford, Connecticut; another, 
Frederick, after serving in the Connecticut Legislature during 
the War of 1812, moved to Wadsworth, Medina County, Ohio, 
where he was long a highly respected county judge.· Of this 
Frederick's sons, two became successful physicians and one 
a minister. 

In the fall of 1790, Owen Brown became acquainted with 
his future wife, Ruth Mills, "who was the choice of my affec
tions ever after, although we were not married for more than 
two years." He was, at this time, it appears, "under some 
conviction of sin but whether I was pardoned or not God only 
knows - this I know I have not lived like a Christian." The 
beginning of his married life Owen Brown described thus: 

II Feb 13th 1793 I was married to Ruth Mills in March begun to 
keep House and here I will say was the begining of days with me. 
I think our good Minister felt all the anxiety of Parent that we 
should begin wright, he gave us good counsel and I have no doubts 
with a praying spiret, here I will say never had any Person such an 
assendence over my conduct as my wife, this she had without the lest 
appearence of userpation, and if I have been respected in the World 
I must ascribe it more to her than to any other Person. We begun 
with but very little property but with industry and frugality, which 
gave us a very comfortable seport and a small increas. We took in 
children to live with us very soon after we began to keep House.· 
Our first Child was born at Canton June 29th 1794 a son we called 
Salmon he was a very thrifty forward Child, we lived in Canton about 
two years, I worked at Shoemaking, Tanning and Farming we made 
Butter and Chees on a small scale and all our labours turned to good 
account. we had great calls [cause] for thanksgiven, we were at peace 
with all our Neighbours, we lived in a rented House and I seamed 

• Levi Blakeslee. early adopted by OweD and Ruth Brown, became the head 
of a highly respected Ohio family. 
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to be called to build or moove. I thought of the latter and went 
directly to Norfolk as I was there acquainted and my wife had kept 
a school there one summer. the People of Norfolk incoureged me and 
I bought a small Farm with House and Bam, I then sold what little 
I had, and made a very suddon move to Norfolk, we found Friends 
in deed and in kneed. I there set up Shoemaking and tanning, hired 
a joumaman did a small good business and gave good sattisfac
tion •••. In Feb, 1799 I had an oppertunityto sell my place of Nor
folk which I did without any consultation of our Neighbours who 
thought they had some dame on my future servises as they had been 
very kind and helpfull and questioned weather I had not been hasty 
but I went as hastely to Torrington and bought a place, all though 
I had but very little acquantence there. I was very quick on the 
moove we found very good Neighbours I was somewhat prosperus 
in my business. In 1800, May 9th John was born one hundred 
years after his Great Grand Father nothing very uncommon .••• 
my determination to come to Ohio was so strong that I started 
with my Family in Comp[anyl [with] B Whedan Esq and his Family 
an though out of health on the 9th of June 1805 with an Ox teem 
through Pennsylvania here I will say I found Mr. Whedan a very 
kind and helpfull Companion on the Road. we arived at Hudson on 
the 27 of July and was received with many tokens of kindness we did 
not come to a land of idleness neither did I expect it. Our ways were 
as prosperious as we could expect. I came with a determination to 
help to build up and be a help in the seport of religion and civil Order. 
We had some hardships to undergo but they appear greater in history 
than they were in reality. I was often calld to go into woods to make 
devisians of lands sometimes 60 or 70 Miles [from] home and be gone 
some times two week and sleep on the ground and that without in
jery. When we came to Ohio the Indians were more numorous than 
the white People but were very friendly and I bel eave were a benifet 
rather than injery there [were] some Persons that seamed disposed 
to quarel with the Indians but I never had, they brought us Venson 
Turkeys Fish and the like sometimes wan ted bread or meal more 
than they could pay for, but were faithfull to pay there debts .... 
My business went on very well and was somewhat prosperious in 
most of our conceims friendly feelings were man fest the company 
that called on us was of the best kind the Missionarus of the G0s
pel and leadin~ men traviling through the Cuntry call on us and I 
become acquamt with the business People and Ministers of the 
Gospel in all parts of the Reserve and some in Pennsilvany 1807 Feb 
13th Fredrick my 6th Son was born I do not think of anything to 
notice but the common blessings of health peace and prosperity 
for which I would ever acknowledge with thanksgiven I had a very 
pleasent and orderly family untill December 9th 1808 when all my 
earthly prospects appeared to be blasted My beloved Wife gave 
birth to an Infent Daughter that died in a few ours as my wife 
expresed [it] had a short pasage through time My wife followed in 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



14 JOHN BROWN 

a few ours after these were days of affliction I was left with 
five (or six, including Levi Blakesley, my adopted son) small Chil
dren the oldes but a little one 10 years old this sean all most mak('s 
my heart blead now these were the first that were ever buried in 
ground now ocupide at the Centre of Hudson." 

Owen Brown was subsequently married twice, his second 
wife being Sallie Root, and his third Mrs. Lucy Hinsdale. He 
was the father of ten sons and six daughters, the most distin
guished of them, next to John Brown, being Salmon Brown, 
who died in New Orleans September 6, 1833, a lawyer of 
standing, the editor of the New Orleans Bee, and a politician 
bitterly opposed to President Jackson and his methods. Owen 
Brown was early in life an Abolitionist, and in a quaint manu
script left the story of his becoming one. A Mr. Thomson, a 
Presbyterian or Congregational minister of Virginia, brought 
his slaves to New Canaan, Connecticut, for safety during the 
Revolution. In 1797 or 1798 he returned to move them back 
to Virginia, at which they rebelled, one married slave run
ning away. The owner declared that he would carry the wife 
and children back to bondage without him. The situation was 
complicated by Mr. Thomson's having been asked to preach. 
He was finally requested not to appear in the pUlpit; the 
matter then came before the assembled church, and there 
was a vigorous debate in Mr. Thomson's presence. What 
happened is thus told by Owen Brown:' 

U An old man asked him if he could part man and wife contrary 
to their minds. Mr. T. said he married them himself, and did not 
enjoin obedience on the woman. He was asked if he did not consider 
marriage to be an institution of God; he said he did. He was again 
asked why he did not do it in conformity of God's word. He ap
peared checked, and only said it was the custom. He was told that 
the blacks were free by the act of the Legislature of Connecticut; 
he said he belonged to another State, and that Connecticut had no 
controle over his property. I think he did not get his property as 
he call[ed] it. Ever since, I have been an Abolitionist; I am so near 
the end of life I think I shall die an Abolitionist." 

And this he did, as consistently as he had lived a voluntary 
agent of the Underground Railroad, never failing to aid a 
fugitive slave who appealed to him for food and forwarding 
toward the North Star.10 Thus his son John had every incen
tive to follow in his footsteps. How deeply Owen Brown felt 
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appears from his withdrawal of his long-sustained and active 
interest in Western Reserve College, when that institution 
refused admission to a colored man. II He then became a 
supporter of Oberlin College, of which he was a trustee from 
November 24, 1835, until August 28, 1844.12 

Of Ruth Mills, John Brown's mother, it is to be noted, 
besides her premature death when her famous son was but 
eight years old, that her ancestry goes as far back in the 
colonial records as does her husband's. The Mills family is 
descended from Peter Wouter van der Meulen, of Amsterdam, 
whose son Peter settled in Wmdsor, Connecticut. He refused 
to Anglicize his name, but his son Peter, born 1666, became 
plain Peter Mills. Of the next generation, the Rev. Gideon 
Mills graduated from Yale College, but died before the Revo
lution, in which his son, Lieutenant Gideon Mills, served well. 
When fifty-one years of age, in 1800, the latter removed to 
Ohio, five years before his daughter Ruth and her husband, 
Owen Brown, followed him into that wild territory. Through 
his maternal grandmother, Ruth Humphrey, John Brown 
of Osawatomie was connected with a well-known divine, the 
Rev. Luther Humphrey, and was cousin also to the Rev. Dr. 
Heman Humphrey, sometime president of Amherst College, 
as well as to the Rev. Nathan Brown, long a missionary in 
India and Japan. There was thus on both sides a family con
nection of which John Brown might well be proud, that war
ranted, in later Kansas days, his introduction to a committee 
of the Massachusetts Legislature as a representative of the 
best type of old New England citizenship. It is undeniable, 
too, that the influence of his ancestry was a powerful one 
throughout Brown's entire life. In some respects, as has been 
often suggested, he seems to have belonged to the eighteenth 
rather than to the nineteenth century, if not to a still earlier 
one. It can hardly be doubted that, had he been brought face 
to face with his ancestors, there would have been discovered 
a marked resemblance in character, if not in looks; for the 
main traits which marked the frugal, sober-minded, religious, 
soil-tilling farmer-folk of New England were all in that de
scendant who, so far as history records, was the first member 
of the family to go to what is usually considered an infamous 
death, as he was the first American to be hanged for treason. 
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Of John Brown's boyhood but few incidents remain to be 
told; his early maturity is, perhaps, partly a reason for this. 
For boys who at twelve assume such duties and responsibili
ties as were his, there is but a brief childhood. He seems to 
have had to his credit or discredit the usual number of rough 
pranks. There is a story that he tried to explode some powder 
under his step-mother, and that, when his father attempted 
to punish him for this offence, a sheepskin carefully tucked 
away in his clothes protected him from the force of the blows. 
Again, it is variously said that he precipitated his father, or 
his step-mother, from the hay-mow of the bam to the floor 
beneath, by placing loose planks over an opening and then 
enticing the victim across it. But these and even less authen
ticated stories emanate often from prejudiced sources,'· and 
if John Brown was guilty of unduly rough or dangerous horse
play, it is a fact that he was always on the best of terms with 
his father, as their letters show, and with his step-mother. It 
is said of him that he was early one of the best Bible teachers 
available, and therefore in demand in the Sunday Schools of 
the communities in which he lived. To his steadfast perusal 
of the Bible is undoubtedly due most of the directness, the 
clearness and the force of his written English. It was, declared 
in after years his daughter, Ruth Brown Thompson, It his 
favorite volume, "and he had such a perfect knowledge of it 
that when any person was reading it, he would correct the 
least mistake." His range of reading was, however, at no time 
wide; his taste was for historical works. Franklin's writings, 
Rollin's Ancient History, ...£sop's Fables, Plutarch's Lives, 
a life of Oliver Cromwell, and one of Napoleon and his Mar
shals, all had their influence upon him. His Pilgrim's Progress 
he naturally knew well, and Baxter's Saints' Rest was to him 
a safe and sure guide to devout Christianity, while the works 
of Edwards and Witherspoon were always on his shelves. In 
all his letters, there is hardly a reference to any book save 
the Bible. 

As for John Brown's schooling, as his autobiography records, 
it was fitful and scanty. The public schools of a newly occu
pied region are not often of the best. The first one in Hudson 
was established in ISoI, in a log-house near the centre of the 
Hudson township, and it is probable that John Brown at· 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



THE MOULDING OF THE MAN 17 

tended this school, as Owen Brown's home was in this vicinity. 
The Rev. Dr. Leonard Bacon, of New Haven, was a school
mate of Brown's at Tallmadge, Ohio, in 1808, in a school 
founded by Bacon's father. An old lady, years afterwards, 
when Bacon shortly before his death revisited Tallmadge, 
reminded him of a curious dialogue at a school exhibition 
between himself as William Penn and John Brown as Pi
zarro." .When a tall stripling, either in 1816 or 1819, Brown 
revisited Connecticut with his brother Salmon and another 
settler's son, Orson M. Oviatt, with the idea of going to 
Amherst College and entering the ministry. During his brief 
stay in the East, he attended the well-known school of the 
Rev. Moses Hallock at Plainfield, Massachusetts, and Morris 
Academy in Connecticut." A son of Mr. Hallock, in 1859, 
remembered him as a" tall, sedate and dignified young man. 
He had been a tanner, and relinquished a prosperous business 
for the purpose of intellectual improvement. He brought with 
him a piece of sole leather about a foot square, which he him
self had tanned for seven years, to resole his boots. He had 
also a piece of sheepskin which he had tanned, and of which 
he cut some strips, about an eighth of an inch wide, for other 
students to pull upon." The schoolmaster confidently tried to 
snap one of these straps, but in vain, and his son long remem
bered .. the very marked, yet kind, immovableness of the 
young man's [Brown's] face on seeing his father's defeat." ., 
But an attack of inflammation of the eyes put an end to 
Brown's dream of a higher education, and he returned to 
Hudson and the tanning business, living in a cabin near the 
tan-yard, at first keeping bachelor's hall with Levi Blakeslee, 
his adopted brother. John Brown was early a remarkably 
good cook, with. a strong liking for this part of housekeep
ing which lasted throughout his life.·1 The neatness of his 
kitchen was surpassed by that of no housewife, and the pains 
he took to sweep and sand the floor are still remembered. 

It was while he was living thus that there occurred another 
incident to confirm his opposition to slavery. To John Brown 
and Levi Blakeslee came a runaway slave begging for aid. He 
was at once taken into the cabin, where John Brown stood 
guard over him while Blakeslee, when evening had come, went 
up to the town for supplies. Suddenly the slave and his Sa-
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maritan heard the noise of approaching horses. John Brown 
motioned to the slave to go out of the window and hide in the 
brush. This he did. Soon the alarm proved to have been occa
sioned only by neighbors returning from town, and Brown 
went out into the dark to look for the negro. "I found him 
behind a log," he said in telling the story, "and I heard his 
heart thumping before I reached him. At that I vowed eternal 
enmity to slavery." II Another story of John Brown's kind
ness of heart probably belongs to this period. His uncle, 
Frederick Brown, then judge of Wadsworth County, obtained 
a requisition from Governor Trimble, of Ohio, on the Governor 
of New York for the arrest of a young horse thief, and gave it 
to his nephew in Hudson to serve. John Brown fOUD(~ the boy 
and arrested him. Then Brown managed, because it was a 
first offence and the boy was repentant, and because the peni
tentiary would ruin his character, to save him from that fate, 
and to have him, instead, indentured till his twenty-first year 
to the man whose horse he stole. He got the neighbors to go 
bond for the boy's good behavior during the period. This 
was done, the boy reformed, and died a respected citizen in 
old age.*' These and other incidents would seem to show that 
when John Brown professed religion in 1816 and joined the 
Congregational Church, to which he was ever after so devoted, 
he had made up his mind to try to practise as well as to 
profess the doctrines of Christianity. 

Good cook that John Brown was, he had been having his 
bread baked by Mrs. Amos Lusk, a widow living near by. 
Soon he decided that it would be better if she moved into his 
Jog-cabin with her daughter and took charge of the entire 
housekeeping, now become serious by reason of the growth 
of his tanning business and the increase iJ.:l the number of 
journeymen and apprentices. The propinquity of the young 
home-maker and of the u remarkably plain" daughter of Mrs. 
Lusk led promptly to matrimony. They were married June 
21, 1820, when the husband lacked nearly eleven months of 
being of age. If Dianthe Lusk was plain and rather short in 
stature, she attracted by her quiet, amiable disposition. Ac; 
deeply religious as her husband, she was given to singing well, 
generally hymns and religious songs, was neat and cheerful, 
and without a marked sense of humor. In the twelve years of 
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their married life, Dianthe gave birth to seven children, dying 
August 10, 1832, three days after the coming of a son. Of her 
other six children, five grew to manhood and womanhood, all 
of marked character and vigorous personality: John Brown, 
Jr., Jason, Owen, Ruth and Frederick, the last named meeting 
a cruel death in Kansas in his twenty-sixth year. Of these, 
Jason alone survives at this writing, at the age of eighty-six. 
Dianthe Lusk, too, could boast of an old colonial lineage, for 
her ancestry traced back to the famous Adams family of Mas
sachusetts. There was, however, a mental weakness in the Lusk 
family which manifested itself early in her married lift', as 
it did in her two sisters.u In two of her sons, John Brown, 
Jr., and Frederick, there was also a disposition to insanity. 
Devoted as he was to his wife, John Brown ruled his home 
with a strong hand, in a way that seemed to some akin to 
cruelty; but his children and an overwhelming mass of evi
dence prove the contrary. He did not get on well with his 
brother-in-law, Milton Lusk, who refused to attend the wed
ding because John Brown the Puritan had asked him to visit 
his mother and sister on some other day than the Sabbath.1I 

They were at no time congenial, though in later years Milton 
Lusk bore no ill-will to his brother-in-law; yet he always 
disliked the rigor imposed upon his sister's household. But 
the Brown children were devoted to both parents, and revered 
always the memory of their mother. They remembered, too, 
when symptoms of mental illness appeared, the kindliness and 
tenderness with which the husband shielded and tended and 
watched over his wife. 

As to his children, John Brown at first believed in the use of 
the rod, and he was particularly anxious that they should not 
yield to the "habit of lying" which had worried him so much 
in his own boyhood. "Terribly severe" is the way his punish~ 
ments were described, and he made no allowance for childish 
imaginings. Once when Jason, then not yet four years old, told 
of a dream he had had and insisted that it was the reality, his 
father thrashed him severely, albeit with tears in his eyes." 
But in later years, it is pleasant to record, John Brown, after 
travelling about the world, came to realize that there were 
other methods of dealing with children, and softened consider
ably, even expressing regret for his early theory and practice 
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of punishments. There are instances in number of touching 
devotion to this or that child; of his sitting up night after night 
with an ailing infant. Once he hurried to North Elba from 
Troy on the rumor that smallpox had broken out in a near-by 
village, in order that he might be on hand to nurse if the , 
scourge entered his family. He nursed several of his children 
through scarlet fever without medical aid, and in consequence 
became in demand in other stricken homes in the neighbor
hood. " Whenever any of the family were sick, he did not often 
trust watchers to care for the sick ones, but sat up himself and 
was like a tender mother. At one time he sat up every night 
for two weeks, while mother was sick, for fear he would over
sleep if he went to bed, and the fire would go out, and she take 
cold. No one outside of his own family can ever know the 
strength and tenderness of his character," wrote Mrs. Ruth 
Brown Thompson in her reminiscences of her father. His 
character was not an unusual one in this respect; the combi
nation of iron discipline with extreme tenderness of heart is 
often the mark of deep affection and high purpose in men of 
power and rigid self-control, and so it was with him. Not 
unnaturally, his children reacted from" the very strict con
trol and Sunday School rules" under which they lived, and 
used, as Salmon puts it, "to carry on pretty high," as some of 
the neighbors who still live can tell the tale. 

Sabbath in the Brown family had all the horrors of the New 
England rest day of several generations ago. There were strict 
religious observances, and there was no playing and no pre
tence at playing. Visiting was discouraged, as well as receiving 
visits. The head of the family was not without humor, but as 
Fowler, the phrenologist, correctly said of him, his jokes were 
"more cutting than cute." He inclined to sarcasm, and "his 
words were as sharp as his eyes to those who did not please 
him." In the final drama at Harper's Ferry, Watson Brown 
said to his father: "The trouble is, you want your boys to be 
brave as tigers, and still afraid of you." "And that was per
fectly true" is Salmon Brown's confirmation of the remark. 
Similarly, John Brown wanted his children to be as true as 
steel, as honest as men and women possibly can be and as 
truthful, and yet afraid of him. As was often the case, the 
intense religious training given to his children in the broaden-
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ing period of the first half of the nineteenth century resulted 
in a reaction. All his sons were strangers to church-ties. In 
this their strong feeling in regard to slavery, to which they 
came naturally from grandfather and father, played a great 
part. Yet this dislike of slavery was never beaten into them; 
nor is it true that John Brown ever forced a son into one of 
his campaigns. It is doubtful if he could often have com
manded such strong natures. Dislike of human bondage, as the 
children grew up, became as much a factor in the family's life 
as the natural desire for food and clothing and shelter. It was 
no more assumed than inculcated; they hated it with a hatred 
greater in some cases than their wish to live. Whatever else 
may be said of the Brown family life, or of the father as a dis~ 
ciplinarian, it is a fact that the children grew up into honorable 
men and women, not successful in accumulating worldly goods 
in any degree, but as illustrative of the homely virtues as their 
father and their grandfather. Temperate they all of them 
were, like their father, yet not all or always total abstainers. 
John Brown himself, though an abstainer after 1829, firmly 
believed that "a free use of pure wines in the country would 
do away with a great deal of intemperance, and that it was a 
good temperance work to make pure wine and use it." J. For 
a time two of his sons devoted themselves to grape-growing 
for wine purposes, until they finally came to have scruples 
against it. 

Of John Brown's early life after his marriage there is, for
tunately, a reliable record. James Foreman, one of his jour
neymen in 1820, wrote down his recollections of his employer 
shortly after the latter's death in 1859,11 for the benefit of 
Brown's first biographer, who did not, howev-er, utilize them. 

"It was John Brown's fixed rule," wrote Mr. Foreman, "that 
his apprentices and journeymen must always attend church every 
Sunday, and family worship every morning. In the summer of 1824 
a journeyman of his stole from him a very fine calfskin. Brown dis
covered the deed, made the man confess, lectured him at length and 
then told him he would not prosecute him unless he left his place; 
but, that, if he did leave, he should be prosecuted to the end of the 
law. 

"The journeyman staid about two months, through fear of pro
secution; and in the meantime all hands about the tannery and in 
the house were strictly forbidden speaking to him, not even to ask a 
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question; and I think a worse punishment could not have been set 
upon a poor human being than this was to him: But it reformed 
him and he afterward became a useful man. 

U In the fall of the same year his wife was taken sick under pecul
iar circumstances, and Brown started for the Dr. and some lady 
friends, from his residence Ii miles to the centre of Hudson. On his 
way he espied two men tying up two bags of apples and making 
ready to put them on their horses.' Brown immediately tied his own 
horse, went to the men and made them empty their apples, own up 
to the theft, and settle up the matter before he attended to the case. 
of his wife. Such was his strict integrity for honesty and justice." 

Once, Mr. Foreman remembered, Brown fell into a discus
sion with a Methodist minister, who, being flippant and fluent, 
seemed to talk the tanner down • 

.. [Brown] afterward commented on the man's manners and said he 
should like a public debate with him. Soon after the preacher came 
to enquire whether Brown desired, as was reported, a public debate, 
and whether, also, if he had said the speaker was 'no gentleman, let 
alone a clergyman.' Brown replied: 'I did say you were no gentle
man. I said more than that, sir.' 'What did you say, sir?' enquired 
the preacher. 'I said, sir,' replied Brown, 'that it would take as 
many men like you to make a gentleman as it would take wrens to 
make a cock turkey!' The public debate, howevt'I, came off, con
ducted in questions and answers, Brown first to ask all his questions, 
which the other should answer and then the reverse. But John 
Brown's questions so exhausted and confused his opponent, that the 
latter retired without opening his side of the debate. . . . So strict 
was he that his leather should be perfectly dry before sold, that a 
man might come ten miles for five pounds of sole leather and if the 
least particle of moisture could be detected in it he must go home 
without if.' No compromise as to amount of dampness could be 
effected. • . . He was jocose and mirthful, when the conversation 
did not turn on anything profane or vulgar, and the Bible was almost 
at his tongue's end. • • . He considered it as much his duty to help 
a negro escape as it was to help catch a horse thief, and of a new 
settler • . . [his] first enquiry • . • was whether he was an observer 
of the Sabbath, opposed to slavery and a supporter of the gospel and 
common schools; if so, all was right with him; if not, he was looked 
upon by Brown with suspicion. In politics he was originally an 
Adams man and afterwards a Whig and I believe a strong one. Yet 
I eto not believe the time ever was that he would have voted for 
Henry Clay, for the reason that he had fought a duel and owned 
slaves. • • • His food was always plain and simple, all luxuries being 
dispensed with and not allowed in his family, and in the year 1830 
. be rigidly adopted the teetotal temperance principle. 

U Hunting, gunning and fishing he had an abhorrence of as learn-

Digitized by Coog Ie 



THE MOULDING OF THE MAN 23 

ing men and boys to idle away their time and learn them lazy habits, 
and it was with the greatest reluctance that he would trust a man 
with a piece of leather who came after it with a gun on his shoulder. 
• • • He took great pains to inculcate general information among 
the people, good moral books and papers, and to establish a reading 
community. " 

In May, 1825, despite the success of his Hudson tannery 
and his having built himself a substantial house the year 
before, John Brown moved his family to Richmond, Crawford 
County, Pennsylvania, near Meadville, where with note
worthy energy he had cleared twenty-five acres of timber 
lands, built a fine tannery, sunk vats, and had leather tan
ning in them all by the 1st of October." The virgin forests 
and cheap cost of transportation lured him to his new home. 
Here, like his father at Hudson, John Brown was of marked 
value to the new settlement at Richmond by his devotion to 
the cause of religion and civil order. He surveyed new roads, 
was instrumental in erecting school-houses, procuring preach
ers and "encouraging everything that would have a moral 
tendency." It became almost a proverb in Richmond, so Mr. 
Foreman records, to say of an aggressive man that he was 
~'as enterprising and honest as John Brown, and as useful to 
the county." This removal of his family gave its young mem
bers just such a taste of pioneering as their father had had at 
Hudson, and was the first of ten migrations under the lead
ership of their restless head, prior to the emigration to Kansas 
of the eldest sons in 1854-55. In Richmond the family dwelt 
nearly ten years, until for business reasons the bread-winner 
felt himself compelled to return to Ohio." 

In the year 1828 John Brown brought into Crawford County 
the first blooded stock its settlers had ever seen. Being in
strumental in obtaining the first post-office in that region, 
he received this same year the appointment of postmaster 
from President John Quincy Adams, January 7, serving until 
May 27, 1835, when he left the State; and there are letters 
extant bearing his franks as postmaster of Randolph, as the 
new post-officewas called. The first school was held alternately 
in John Brown's home and that of a Delamater family, con
nections of Dianthe Lusk, the Delamater children boarding 
for the winter tenns in Brown's home, and the Brown chit .. 
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dren spending the summer terms at the Delamaters', for 
a period of four years, only a few other children attending. 
George B. Delamater, one of the scholars, retained a vivid 
impression of the early winter breakfasts in the Brown family, 
"immediately after which Bibles were distributed, Brown 
requiring each one to read a given number of verses, himself 
leading; then he would stand up and pray, grasping the back 
of the chair at the top and inclining slightly forward," which 
solemn moment, so Salmon Brown remembers, the elder chil
dren frequently utilized for playing tricks on one another. 
Sunday religious exercises were at first held in Brown's barn. 
Of them Mr. Delamater says, ueverything seemed fixed as 
fate by the inspiring presence of him whose every movement, 
however spontaneous, seemed to enforce confonnity to his 
ideas of what must or must not be done. . . . He was no 
scold, did nothing petulantly; but seemed to be simply an 
inspired paternal ruler; controlling and providing for the circle 
of which he was the head," - testimony of value as showing 
that even at this early age Brown had the compelling power 
of masterful leadership. 

Here in Richmond the first great grief came into John 
Brown's life in the death of a four-year-old son, Frederick, on 
March 31, 1831, and the demise in August, 1832, of Dianthe 
Brown and her unnamed infant son who also had such a u short 
passage through time." 21 Their graves are still to be found 
near the old, now rebuilt, tannery, and are cared for and pro
tected out of regard for John Brown. Nearly a year later he 
was married for the second time, to Mary Anne Day," daugh
ter of Charles Day, of Whitehall, New York, who was then 
a resident of Troy township, Pennsylvania. Her father was 
a blacksmith, who had been fairly well-to-do, but had lost his 
property by endorsing notes, so that Mary Day grew up with 
narrow means and almost no schooling. For a time after the 
death of Dianthe Brown, Mary's elder sister went to John 
Brown's as housekeeper, and Mary, presently, was engaged to 
come there to spin. She was then a large, silent girl, only six
teen years of age. John Brown quickly grew fond of her, per
haps saw the staying powers in her, and one day gave her a 
letter offering marriage. She was so overcome that she dared 
not read it. Next morning she found courage to do so, and 
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when she went down to the spring for water for the house, he 
followed her and she gave him her answer there. A woman of 
rugged physical health and even greater ruggedness of nature, 
she bore for her husband thirteen children within twenty-one 
years, of whom seven died in childhood, and two were killed 
in early manhood at Harper's Ferry. Besides the lives of the 
latter, Oliver and Watson, Mary Day Brown made cheerfully 
and willingly many other sacrifices for the cause to which her 
husband also gave his life, as will appear later. No one but a 
strong character could have borne uncomplainingly the hard
ships which fell to her lo.t, particularly in her bleak Adirondack 
home in the later years. But she was as truly of the stuff of 
which martyrs are made as was her husband -even if she had 
had less advantages and opportunities for learning and culture 
than he. If there ever was a family in which the mother did 
her full share and more of arduous labor, it was this one. No
thing but the complete faith he had in her ability to be both 
mother and guardian of his flock made possible for John Brown 
his long absences from home year after year, both when in 
business and when warring against slavery in Kansas and 
Vtrginia. And Mary Day Brown was a woman of few words, 
even after the catastrophe at Harper's Ferry. 

During part of the interval between Dianthe Brown's 
death and her husband's remarriage, John Brown boarded 
with Mr. Foreman, who had just married. Even in his first 
grief, Mr. Foreman remembers, John Brown had a deep 
interest in the welfare of his neighbors. Others remember 
Brown as the organizer of an Independent Congregational 
Society, which came into being on January II, 1832, its arti
cles of faith being written out in his hand as clerk of the 
society. It is recalled, too, that besides being postmaster he 
had for some years the carrying of the mails between Mead
ville and Riceville, a distance of twenty miles. Politically, he 
was at this time an Adams man, and he was still as interested 
in the fugitive slave as he had been in Hudson. There was 
in the haymow of his bam a roughly boarded room, entered 
by a trap-door, and ventilated and equipped for the use of 
escaping slaves. The whole was always so cleverly concealed 
by hay that a man might stand on the trap-door and yet 
see no signs of the hiding-place. In striking contrast to John 
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Brown's later development into a man of disguises, assumed 
names and many plots, was his dislike of the Masonic orders. 
He became a member of a lodge while residing either in Hud
son or in Richmond, and for a while was an ardent disciple. 
Then, however, he rebelled and withdrew. "Somewhere," so 
John Brown, Jr., told the story in after years, "in an historical 
museum, I think, is the first firearm that father ever possessed. 
The way he came to get it was this: Father had been a Free 
Mason for years. You have read about the great excitement 
over the disappearance of Morgan, who had threatened to 
expose the secrets of Masonry? Well, father denounced the 
murder of Morgan in the hottest kind of terms. This was 
when we lived over in Pennsylvania. Father had occasion to go 
to Meadville. A mob bent on lynching him surrounded the 
hotel, but Landlord Smith enabled him to escape through a 
back entrance. Father then got a sort of pistol that was about 
half rifie, and he became very adept in its use, killing deerwith 
it on several occasions." 10 It was in September, 1826, that 
the country was so excited over the anti-Masonic revelations 
of William Morgan which resulted in his murder. 

After just ten years of residence in Richmond, John Brown 
removed to Franklin Mills, Portage County, Ohio, to go into 
the tanning business with Zenas Kent, a well-to-do business 
man of that town. In a letter written to him on April 24, 1835, 
John Brown thus details the financial distress he found him
self in, which no doubt accentuated his desire for a new field 
of activity: Ii 

"Yours of the 14th was received by last Mail. I was disappointed 
in the extreme not to obtain the money I expected; & I know of 
no possible way to get along without it. I had borrowed it for a few 
days to settle up a number of honorary debts which I could not 
leave unpaid and come away. It is utterly impossible to sell any
thing for ready cash or to collect debts. I expect Father to come out 
for cattle about the first of May and I wish you without fail to send 
it by him. It is now to late to think of sending it by mail. I was 
intending to turn everything I could into shingles as one way to real
ize cash in Ohio, before you wrote me about them. 25, dollars of the 
money I want is to enable me to carry that object into effect .•.• " • 

• In spelling and punctuation these earlier letten are superior to the later 
epistles; the handwriting is by this time the familiar one, full of character and 
strength. 
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The partnership of Kent & Brown was not destined to be of 
long duration, for the latter had no sooner completed the 
tannery at Franklin than it was rented by Marvin Kent, a 
son of the senior partner, even before the departments were 
ready for operation and the vats in place, so that the business 
of tanning hides was never actually carried on by the firm. I. 
John Brown then secured a contract for the construction of 
part of the Ohio and Pennsylvania Canal, from Franklin Mills 
to Akron, during which time he dealt chiefly with the Kents. 
It was a year later that John Brown began some land specu
lations which proved quite disastrous and did much to injure 
his standing and business credit. With a Mr. Thompson he 
purchased a farm of more than a hundred acres owned by a 
Mr. Haymaker, which then adjoined Franklin village (now 
the prosperous town of Kent), believing that the coming oi 
the canal and other changes would make Franklin a great 
manufacturing town. For this farm there was paid $7000, 
mostly money borrowed of Heman Oviatt, who had acquired 
large means as a trader with the Indians, and of Frederick 
Wadsworth. The farm was quickly plotted by Brown as 
U Brown and Thompson's addition to Franklin Village." But 
be was far ahead of his time in this scheme, and within a 
couple of years the land was foreclosed by Oviatt and Wads
worth. This tract, crossed by three trunk-line railroads, is 
now of great value, containing as it does an island park, the 
shops of the Erie Railroad and some large manufactories. The 
Haymaker house in which Brown lived is still standing. 
About the same time, John Brown, with twenty-one other 
prominent men of Franklin, Ravenna and Akron, formed the 
Franklin Land company, and purchased of Zenas Kent and 
others the water-power, mills, lands, etc., in both the upper 
and lower Franklin villages. Through the cooperation of the 
canal company, the two water-powers were combined mid
way between the two villages. A new settlement was then 
laid out between both places, and would undoubtedly have 
been a successful enterprise, had the canal company lived up 
to its agreement. Instead, it drew off largely the waters of 
the Cuyahoga River, ostensibly for canal purposes, but in 
reality, in the opinion of John Brown and his partners, for the 
purpose of pushing Akron ahead at the expense of the new 
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village, to which the Brown and Thompson addition was 
planned before the town itself was well under way. 

In these and other schemes John Brown became so deeply 
involved that he failed during the bad times of 1837, lost 
nearly all his property by assignment to his creditors, and 
was th~n not able to pay all his debts, some of which were 
never liquidated. His father also lost heavily through him. 
While he says in his autobiography that he "rarely failed in 
some good degree to effect the things he undertook," this can
not apply to his business affairs in the 1835 to 1845 period of 
his life, or even later, but must be taken as referring to those 
philanthropic or public-spirited undertakings in which he had 
won a name for himself a short time previous to that story of 
his life. In 1842 he was even compelled to go through bank
ruptcy. Naturally, all this greatly damaged Brown's business 
standing, and created with some people who had lost money 
through him that doubt of his integrity which so often follows 
the loss of money through another. But the final verdict in 
the vicinity of Franklin was summed up recently by the late 
Marvin Kent. To him Brown was at this early period a man 
of "fast, stubborn and strenuous convictions that nothing 
short of a mental rebirth could ever have altered;" a "man of 
ordinary calibre with a propensity to business failure in what
ever he attempted." * There is no allegation of dishonesty, 
despite the unpaid accounts and protested notes still on 
the books of Marvin Kent and his father. Heman Oviatt, of 
Richfield, Ohio, who lent John Brown money and became in
volved in lawsuits in consequence, testified to his integrity, 
and so do many others. But there can be no question that 
after leaving Richmond, Pennsylvania, he was anything but 
successful in business, and his affairs became so involved as 
to make it a matter of regret that he could not have devoted 
himself exclusively to tanning and farming in Richmond. To 
his son, John Brown, Jr., he in after years explained his mis
fortunes by saying that these grew out of one root - doing 
business on credit." "Instead of being thoroughly imbued 
with the doctrine of pay as you go, I started out in life with 

• "It is a Brown trait to be migratory, sanguine about what they think they 
can do, to speculate, to go into debt, and to make a good many failures." - JalOn 
Brown, December 28, 1908. 
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the idea that nothing could be done without capital, and that 
a poor man must use his credi t and borrow; and this pernicious 
notion has been the rock on which I, as well as many others, 
have split. The practical effect of this false doctrine has been 
to keep me like a toad under a harrow most of my business 
life. Running into debt includes so much evil that I hope all 
my children will shun it as they would a pestilence." The 
purchase of four farms on credit seems to have been a chief 
cause of Brown's collapse." Three of these Franklin farms 
were said to be worth twenty thousand dollars before the 
financial crash of 1837. 

Brown quitted Franklin Mills in 1837, returning with his 
family to Hudson, but only for a brief period. He seems to 
have alternated between the two places until 1841. One of 
his ventures at this period was breeding race-horses. In 1838 
began his long years of travelling about the country. His first 
recorded visit to New York, after reaching manhood, was on 
December 5. 1838. when he drove some cattle from Ohio to 
Connecticut. "My unceasing & anxious care for the present 
and everlasting welfare of every one of my family seems to be 
threefold as I get seperated farther and farther from them." he 
wrote home from the metropolis. II On this trip he negotiated 
for the agency of a New York steel scythes house, and on 
the 18th of Janllary, at West Hartford. Connecticut. made 
a purchase of ten Saxony sheep for one hundred and thirty 
dollars, - this being the beginning of his long career as John 
Brown the Shepherd. II Other purchases of Saxony sheep fol
low in quick succession. according to the entries in the first of 
a series of notebooks which often did duty as rough diaries. 
The sheep he seems to have taken by boat to Albany and 
driven thence to Ohio; his notebook teems at this time with 
hints for the care of sheep and such quaint entries as the fol
lowing: "Deacon Abel Hinsdale left off entirely the use of 
Tobacco at the age of 66 now 73 & has used none since that 
time. No bard) consequnses have followed. Qery When will a 
man become to old to leave off any bad habit." 

In June, 1839. when his family was again in Franklin Mills, 
he made another trip to the East on cattle business. the fol
lowing being a typical home letter of this, for him, so trying 
and disastrous period: 17 
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My DEAR WIFE & CHILDREN 
NSWllAR170JU) 12th June 1839 

I write to let you know that I am in comfortable health & that I 
expect to be on my way home in the course of a week should nothing 
befall me If I am longer detained I will write you again. The cattle 
business has succeeded about as I expected, but I am now some what 
in fear that I shall fail of getting the money I expected on the loan. 
Should that be the will of Providence I know of no other way but 
we must consider ourselves verry poor for our debts must be paid, 
if paid at a sacrifise. Should that happen (though it may not) I hope 
God who is ri~h in mercy will grant us all grace to conform to our 
circumstances with cheerfulness & true resignation. I want to see 
each of my dear family verry much but must wait Gods time. Try. 
all of you to do the best you can, and do not one of you be discour
aged, tomorrow may be a much brighter day. Cease not to ask Gods 
blessing on yourselves and me. Keep this letter wholly to yourselves, 
excepting that I expect to start for home soon, and that I did not 
write confidently about my success should anyone enquire Edward 
is well, & Owen Mills. You may shew this to my Father, but to no 
one else. 

I am not without great hopes of getting relief I would not have 
you understand, but things have looked more unfavourable for a few 
days. I think I shall write you again before I start. Earnestly com
mending you every one to God, and to his mercy, which endureth 
forever, I remain your affectionate husband and father 

The friends here I believe are all well. 
JOHN BROWN 

J. B. 

Three days after writing this letter, John Brown received 
from the New England Woolen Company, at Rockville, Con
necticut, the sum of twenty-eight hundred dollars through 
its agent, George Kellogg, for the purchase of wool, which 
money, regrettably enough, he pledged for his own benefit and 
was then unable to redeem." Fortunately for him, the Com
pany exercised leniency toward him, in return for which 
Brown promised, in 1842, after having passed through bank
ruptcy, to pay the money from time to time, with interest, as 
Divine Providence might enable him to do. This moral obli
gation he freely recognized, as will appear from the follow
ing letter to Mr. Kellogg, written in .1840, when Brown was 
temporarily in Hudson again, and in such distressing cir
cumstances that he had not the means to pay the postage for 
forwarding two letters from Mr. Kellogg which had been 
sent to him at Franklin Mills: at 
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"That means are so very limited is in consequence of my being 
left penyless for the time being, by the assignment and disposal of 
my property with no less than a family of ten children to provide for, 
the sickness of my wife and three of my oldest children since that 
time, and the most severe pressure generally for want of money ever 
known in this Country. Specie is almost out of the question and no
thing but specie will pay our postage. . . . I le-arned a good while 
after the delivery of the Flour and Wool, to my further mortification 
and sorrow that they had not been forwarded when I expected, but 
was assured they should be immediately. I hope they have been 
received safe, and I most earnestly hope that the Devine Providence 
will yet enable me to make you full amends for all the wrong I have 
done, and to give you and my abused friend Whitman (whose name 
I feel ashamed to mention) some evidence that the injury I have 
occasioned was not premeditated and intentional at least." 

In pledging himself to pay, John Brown promised to prove 
.. the sincerity of my past professions, when legally free to act 
as I choose." '" At his death in 1859, this debt like many 
another was still unpaid, and John Brown bequeathed fifty 
dollars toward its payment by his last will and testament. 
It was not only that he was visionary as a business man, but 
that he developed the fatal tendency to speculate, doubtless 
an outgrowth of his restlessness and the usual desire of the 
bankrupt for a sudden coup to restore his fortunes. 

III the intervals of sheep and cattle trading, he and his 
father conceived the idea in 1840 of taking up some of the 
Virginia (now in Doddridge and Tyler counties of West Vir
ginia) land belonging to Oberlin College. He appeared April I, 
1840, before a committee of Oberlin trustees and opened nego
tiations with it for the survey and purchase of some of the 
Virginia possessions. n Two days later, the full board con
sidered a letter from John Brown in which he offered "to 
visit, survey and make the necessary investigation respecting 
boundaries, etc, of those lands, for one dollar per day, and a 
modest allowance for necessary expenses." This communica
tion also stated frankly that this was to be a preliminary step 
towards locating his family upon the lands, "should the open
ing prove a favorable one." The trustees promptly voted 
to accept the offer, and the treasurer was ordered to furnish 
John Brown with "a commission & needful outfit." This 
was promptly done the same day, and by the 27th of April, 
Brown thus wrote from Ripley, Virginia, to his wife and chil-
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dren: II I have seen the spot where, if it be the will of Provi
dence, I hope one day to live with my family." He liked the 
country as well as he had expected to, "and its inhabitants 
rather better." Were they, he believed, "as resolute and in
dustrious as the Northern people, and did they understand 
how to manage as well, they would become rich; but they are 
not generally so." That John Brown did not subsequently 
settle on these Virginia lands is not, however, to be charged 
to the will of Providence, but to himself. His surveys and 
reports were duly received by the Oberlin trustees on July 
14, 1840, and on August 1 I they voted to address a letter 
to him on the subject. Through his own fault, however, nego
tiations dragged so that the whole plan fell through. This 
appears from John Brown's letters to Levi Burnell, the trea
surer of Oberlin, who had duly notified him that the Pruden
tial Committee of the trustees had been authorized by the 
board to perfect negotiations and convey to "Brother John 
Brown of Hudson One Thousand acres of our Virginia Land 
on conditions suggested in the correspondence ... between 
him and the Committee." On October 20, Mr. Burnell wrote 
to Owen Brown asking for the status of the negotiations. He 
received no answer from John Brown until January 2, 1841. 
This reply shows that the latter had been vacillating through
out the fall as to whether he should or should not move to 
Virginia, and runs in part thus: 

II I should have written you before but my time has been com
pletely taken up, and owing to a variety of circumstances I have 
sometimes allmost given up the idea of going to the south at all; but 
after long reflection, and consultation about it, I feel prepared to 
say definitely that I expect Providence willing to accept the pro
posal of your Board, and that I shall want every thing understood, 
and aranged as nearly as may be, for my removal in the next Spring. 
I would here say that I shall expect to receive a thousand acres of 
land in a body that will includ a living spring of water dischargeing 
itself at a heighth sufficient to accommodate a tanery as I shall 
expect to pursue that business on the small scale if I go. It is my 
regular occupation. I mentioned several such springs in my report, 
but found them very scarce." 

Meanwhile, the college had experienced a change of heart, 
apparently, because of Brown's procrastination, as appears 
from his letter of February 5. 1841, to Mr. Burnell: 
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LEVI BURNELL ESQR 
Ht1J)S()N 5th Feby 1841 

DR SR: I have just returned from a journey to Pa, and have read 
yours of 20th Jany, & must say that I am somewhat disappointed 
ID the information which it brings; & considering all that has passed, 
that on the part of the Institution I had not been called upon to 
decide positively nor even advised of any hurry for a more definite 
answer; & that on my part I had never intimated any other than an 
intention to accept the offer made; nor called for my pay, I should 
think your Committee would have done nearer the thing that is 
right had they at least signified their wish to know my determina
tion, before putting it out of their power to perform what they had 
engaged. Probably I was not so prompt in makeing up my mind 
fully, & in communicating my determination as I had ought to 
be, & if Providence intends to defeat my plans there is no doubt 
the best of reasons for it, & we will rejoice that he who directs the 
steps of men knows perfectly well how to direct them; & will most 
assuredly make his counsel to stand. A failure of the consideration 
I do not so much regard as the derangement of my plan of future 
opperations. If the Virginia lands are, or are not disposed of, I wish 
you would give me the earliest information, & in the event of their 
still remaining on hand I suppose it not unreasonable for me still 
to expect a fulfillment of the offer on the part of the Institution. 
Should the land be conveyed away perhaps your Committee or 
some of the friends might still be instrumental in getting me an 
employment at the south. Please write me as soon as you have 
any information to give 

Respectfully your friend 
JOHN BROWN. 

To this letter no answer was returned. On March 26, 
Brown again wrote from Hudson asking whether the lands 
had been sold. If the committee no longer wished to nego
tiate with him, they need only say so frankly and send him 
thirty dollars (for which he had waited nearly a year), 
upon receipt of which he would "consider the institution 
discharged from all further obligation." Thus ended the first 
plan for an exodus of the John Brown family. 

As a result of this disappointment, Brown was compelled 
to tum to sheep-herding, taking charge in the spring of 1841 
of the Bocks of Captain Oviatt at Richfield, Ohio, and speed
ily becoming known as a remarkable shepherd, able to tell 
at a glance the presence within his flock of a strange animal. 
This partnership arrangement proving satisfactory, Brown 
again moved his family, in 1842, to Richfield, where he had 
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the great misfortune to lose, in 1843, four of his children, aged 
respectively, nine, six, three and one years, three of them 
being buried at one time, - a crushing family calamity. 
The beginning of the family's stay in Richfield was marked, 
too, by Brown's discharge as a bankrupt, stripped of every
thing but a few articles which the court had decided on Sep
tember 28, 1842, were absolutely necessary to the maintenance 
of the family, - among them eleven Bibles and Testaments, 
one volume entitled 'Beauties of the Bible,' one 'Church 
Member's Guide,' besides two mares, two cows, two hogs, 
three lambs, nineteen hens, seven sheep, and, last of all, three 
pocket knives valued at 37~ cents.41 Gradually, Brown be
came well known as a winner of prizes for sheep and cattle 
at the annual fairs of Summit County, and before his removal 
from Richfield to Akron, April 10, 1844, he had established 
a tannery which, at the beginning of that year, was unable 
to keep up with the business offered to it. This change of 
residence was due to the establishment of a new business 
partnership, the longest and the final one of John Brown's 
career. It was, to quote him:" 

., a copartnership with Simon Perkins, Jr., of Akron, with a view to 
carry on the sheep business extensively. He is to furnish all the feed 
and shelter for wintering, as a set-off against our taking all the care 
of the flock. All other expenses we are to share equally, and to divide 
the profits equally. This arrangement will reduce our cash rents at 
least '250 yearly, and save our hiring help in haying. We expect 
to keep the Captain Oviatt farm for pasturing, but my family will 
go into a very good house belonging to Mr. Perkins, - say from a 
half a mile to a mile out of Akron. I think this is the most com
fortable and most favorable arrangement of my worldly concerns 
that I ever had, and calculated to afford us more leisure for im
provement, by day and by night, than any other. I do hope that 
God has enabled us to make it in mercy to us, and not that he 
should send leanness into our souls. . . • This, I think, will be con
sidered no mean alliance for our family, and I most earnestly hope 
they will have wisdom given to make the most of it. It is certainly 
indorsing the poor bankrupt and his family, three of whom were 
but recently in Akron jail, in a manner quite unexpected, and proves 
that notwithstanding we have been a company of I Belted Knights,' 
our industrious and steady endeavors to maintain our integrity 
and our character have not been wholly overlooked. Mr. Perkins 
is perfectly advised of our poverty, and the times that have passed 
over us." 
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John Brown was within bounds in thus exulting; the most 
trying financial periods of his life were now behind him, even 
though the Perkins partnership resulted eventually in severe 
losses and dissolution. At least it was a connection with a 
high-minded and prosperous man, and it lasted ten years. 
When it was over, the partners were still friends, but Mr. 
Perkins did not retain a high opinion of John Brown's ability 
or sagacity as a business man. 

I t was a lovely neighborhood, this about Akron, to which 
Brown now removed his family. They occupied a cottage 
on what is still known as Perkins Hill, near Simon Perkins's 
own home, with an extended and charming view over hill 
and dale, - an ideal sheep country, and a location which 
must have attracted anyone save a predisposed wanderer. 
Here the family life went on smoothly, though not without 
its tragedies, notably the death of his daughter Amelia, acci
dentally scalded to death through the carelessness of an elder 
sister. This brought forth from the afflicted father, who was 
absent in Springfield, the following letter: U 

SP.RINGJ'IELD 8th Nov 1846 

Sabbath evening 
My DEAR AFFLICTED WIFE & CHILDREN 

I yesterday at night returned after an absence of several days from 
this place & am uterly unable to give any expression of my feelings 
on hearing of the dreadful news contained in Owens letter of the 
30th & Mr. Perkins of the 31st Oct. I seem to be struck almost 
dumb. 

One more dear little feeble child I am to meet no more till the 
dead small & great shall stand before God. This is a bitter cup 
indeed, but blessed be God: a brighter day shall dawn; & let us not 
sorrow as those that have no hope. Oh that we that remain, had 
wisdom wisely to consider; & to keep in view our latter end. Divine 
Providence seems to lay a heavy burden; & responsibility on you 
my dear Mary,' but I trust you will be enabled to bear it in some 
measure as you ought. I exceedingly regret that I am unable to 
return, & be present to share your trials with you: but anxious as I 
am to be once more at home I do not feel at liberty to return yet. 
I hope to be able to get away before verry long; but cannot say 
when. I trust that none of you will feel disposed to cast an unrea
sonable blame on my dear Ruth on account of the dreadful trial we 
are called [to] suffer; for if the want of proper care in each, & all of 
us has not been attended with fatal consequenses it is no thanks 
to us. If I had a right sence of my habitual neglect of my familys 
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Eternal interests i I should probably go crazy. I humbly hope this 
dreadful afflictive Providence will lead us all more properly to ap
preciate the amazeing, unforseen, untold, consequences i that hang 
upon the right or wrong doing of things seemingly of trifling account. 
Who can tell or comprehend the vast results for good, or for evil i 
that are to follow the saying of one little word. Evrything worthy 
of being done at all: is worthy of being done in good earnest, & in the 
best possible manner. We are in mid ling health & expect to write 
some of you again soon. Our warmest thanks to our kind friends 
Mr. & Mrs. Perkins & family. From your affectionate husband, & 
father 

JOHN BROWN 

While Brown's self-accusation of "habitual neglect" is 
no more to be borne out than his father's charging himself 
with a wasted life, it is true that some of his neighbors won
dered that he did not give more time to his family. That 
Akron home he ruled, as he did the later one at Springfield, 
with iron firmness and complete mastery, and as long as the 
children were with him they were under strict discipline, 
al though the cane figured now but little. This was a relief to 
him as well as to his sons, for it is related of him that after 
he had given only a certain part of some blows he meant to 
bestow, he gave his whip to his son and bade him strike his 
father." Yet he exacted loyalty of his children as he did 
fealty from his animals. It is a widely believed story in Akron 
to this day that John Brown once shot - to the horror of 
the children - a valuable shepherd dog, because it was so 
fond of the Perkins children as to be unwilling to stay at 
home. It is similarly narrated that he compelled his wife to 
ride to church with him on a pillion on a young and unbroken 
horse he wished to tame, with the result that she was twice 
thrown. 48 One thing is beyond doubt: but little reference 
to his children's schooling appears in his letters, if we except 
those written to his daughter Ruth while she was away at 
school. Only John Brown, Jr., obtained special educational 
advantages. 

While the family life flowed on in this wise, the aftermath 
of its head's business failure remained to plague him in the 
shape of many lawsuits. On the records of the Portage 
County 'Court of Common Pleas at Ravenna, Ohio, are no 
less than twenty-one lawsuits in which John Brown figured 
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as defendant during the years from 1820 to 1845." Of these, 
thirteen were actions brought to recover money loaned on 
promissory notes either to Brown singly or in company with 
others. The remaining suits were mostly for claims for wages 
or payments due, or for non-fulfilment of contracts. Judg
ment against Brown was once entered by his consent for a 
nominal sum, and another case was an amicable suit in debt. 
In ten other cases he was successfully sued and judgments 
were obtained against him individually or jointly with others. 
In three cases those who sued him were "non-suited" as 
being without real cause for action, and two other cases were 
settled out of court. Four cases Brown won, among them 
being a suit for damages for false arrest and assault and bat
tery, brought by an alleged horse-thief because Brown and 
other citizens had aided a constable in arresting him. A num
ber of these suits grew out of Brown's failure and his real 
estate speculations. A serious litigation was an action brought 
by the Bank of Wooster to recover on a bill of exchange drawn 
by Brown and others on the Leather Manufacturers Bank of 
New York, and repudiated by that institution on the ground 
that Brown and his associates had no money in the bank. 
During the suit the original amount claimed was rapidly re
duced, and when the judgment against Brown and his associ
ates was rendered, it was for $911.65. In June, 1842, Brown 
was sued by Tertius Wadsworth and Joseph Wells, in partner
ship with whom he had been buying and driving cattle to 
Connecticut. In 1845, Daniel C. Gaylord, who several times 
had sued Brown, succeeded in compelling Brown and his as
sociates to convey to him certain Franklin lands which they 
had contracted to sell, but the title for which they refused 
to convey. The court upheld Gaylord's claim. The only case 
in which Brown figured as plaintiff was settled out of court 
in his favor. 

But the most important suit of Brown's business life, and 
the one which has been oftenest cited to injure his business 
reputation, was a complicated one which grew out of one 
of these Ravenna cases.·' On July II, 1836, he applied to 
Heman Oviatt, Frederick Brown, Joshua Stow and three 
brothers of the name of Wetmore, to become security for him 
on a note to the Western Reserve Bank for $6000. The note 
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not being paid, the bank sued and obtained judgment against 
all of them in May, 1837, and on August 2, 1837, they all 
gave their joint judgment bond to the bank, payable in sixty 
days. This not being paid, the bank again sued, and, an 
execution being issued, Heman Oviatt was compelIed to pay 
the bank in full. He then in tum sued John Brown and 
his fellow endorsers. The litigation which followed was 
greatly complicated by Brown's actions in connection with 
a piece of property known as Westlands, for which he had at 
first not the title, but a penal bond of conveyance. Brown 
gave this bond to Oviatt as collateral for Oviatt's having en
dorsed the judgment bond to the bank. When the deed for 
the Westlands property was duly given to Brown, he recorded 
it without notifying Oviatt of this action. Later, he mortgaged 
this property to two men, again without the knowledge of 
Heman Oviatt. Meanwhile Daniel C. Gaylord had "recovered 
judgment against Brown in another transaction, and to sat
isfy it, caused the sale of Westlands by the sheriff. At John 
Brown's request, Amos P. Chamberlain, heretofore a warm 
friend and business associate of Brown's, bought in the pro
perty at the sheriff's sale, doubtless with the idea that Brown 
would presently find the money to buy it back for himself. 
But as soon as Oviatt was compelled to payoff the judgment 
bond at the Western Reserve Bank, he naturally wished to 
reimburse himself by the penal bond of conveyance of West
lands, which, he felt, gave him the title to the property. Find
ing that, through the land transactions already related, the 
penal bond had become valueless, he brought suit to have 
the sale of Westlands to Chamberlain set aside as fraudulent. 
The Supreme Court of Ohio held that Chamberlain had a 
rightful title and dismissed the suit. John Brown himself was 
not directly sued by Oviatt, being, to use a lawyer's term, 
"legally safe" throughout the en tire traIisaction. From the 
point of view of probity and fair play he does not, however, 
escape criticism. He was morally bound to reimburse those 
who had aided him to obtain the money from the bank and 
had suffered thereby. Even after this lapse of years, his action 
in secretly recording the transfer of the land and then mort
gaging it bears an unpleasant aspect. It is quite probable that 
this complication was due to the great confusion of Brown's 
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affairs, and his own poor business head. Moreover, it may 
well be that in due course Oviatt and the other securities 
were repaid in full by Brown during his period of prosperity 
with Mr. Perkins. Certainly, as already stated, Heman Oviatt 
bore Brown no grudge in after years. On the other hand, 
Brown may have taken advantage of the bankruptcy pro
ceedings to escape liability for these debts. 

The story of this case does not, however, end here. John 
Brown refused for a time to give up Westlands to Amos Cham
berlain, believing that he had the right to pasture his cattle 
there temporarily, and still, apparently, thinking that Cham
berlain had purchased the farm not for occupancy but for 
the purpose of turning it back to him. After having repeat
edly summoned Chamberlain for trespass on the land which 
Chamberlain had actually purchased, John Brown and his 
sons held a shanty on the place by force of arms until com
pelled to desist by the arrival of the sheriff summoned by 
Chamberlain. According to the Chamberlain family, John 
Brown ordered his sons to shoot Chamberlain if he set foot 
on the farm, - a statement vigorously denied by John Brown, 
Jr. Jason Brown recollects that "father put us all in the 
cabin on the farm with some old-fashioned muskets and we 
stayed in it night and day. Then Mr. Chamberlain sued 
father and sent a constable and his posse to drive us out. 
We showed them our guns. Then he got the sheriff of Port
age County to come out and arrest us. Of course we could 
not resist the sheriff." Finally the sheriff arrested John Brown 
and two sons, John and Owen, who were thereupon placed 
in the Akron jail. Chamberlain, having destroyed the shanty 
which Brown had occupied and obtained possession of the 
land, allowed the case to drop, and Brown and his sons were 
released. 41 

Fortunately for John Brown's side of the case, there has 
just come to light a letter he wrote to Mr. Chamberlain in 
order to prevent, if possible, the carrying on of a long litigation. 
It records the spirit in which John Brown acted, and proves 
him to have been sincerely of the opinion that he had been 
gravely wronged, and that, in holding his farm as he did, Mr. 
Chamberlain not only injured Brown, but also the latter's 
innocent creditors. No one can maintain, after the perusal 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



40 JOHN BROWN 

of this communication, that Brown was unreasoning in the 
matter, or that he was deliberately trying to defraud a neigh
bor of land righteously purchased. It is altogether likely that 
if similar documents in regard to the other cases cited, which 
appear, on the surface, to make against John Brown's probity, 
could be found, these other entanglements would also be 
susceptible of a far better interpretation. The letter to Mr. 
Chamberlain, offering peace or arbitration before war, reads 
as follows: 10 

MR. AMos CHAMBERLAIN 
DEAR SIR 

HUDSON 27th April 1841 

I was yesterday makeing preparation for the commencement 
and vigorous prosecution of a tedious, distressing, wasteing, and 
long protracted war, but after hearing by my son of some remarks 
you made to him I am induced before I proceed any further in the 
way of hostile preparation: to stop and make one more earnest 
effort for Peace And let me begin by assureing you that notwith
standing I feel myself to be deeply and sorely injured by you, (with
out even the shadow of a provocation on my part to tempt you 
to begin as you did last October;) I have no conciousness of wish 
to injure either yourself or any of your family nor to interfere with 
your happiness, no not even to value of one hair of your head. I 
perfectly well remember the uniform good understanding and good 
feeling which had ever (previous to last fall) elcisted between us 
from our youth. I have not forgotten the days of cheerful labour 
which we have performed together, nor the acts of mutual kindness 
and accomodation which have passed between us. I can assure you 
that I ever have been and still am your honest, hearty friend. I 
have looked with sincere gratification uppon your steady growing 
prosperity, and flattering prospects of your young family. I have 
made your happiness and prosperity my own instead of feeling 
envious at your success. When I antisipated a return to Hudson 
with my family I expected great satisfaction from again haveing 
you for a neighbour. This is true whatever you may think of me, or 
whatever representation you may make of me to others. And now 
I ask you why will you trample on the rights of your friend and of his 

"numerous family? Is it because he is poor? Why will you kneed
lessly make yourself the means of depriveing all my honest creditors 
of their Just due? Ought not my property if it must be sacrifised to 
fall into the hands of honest and some of them poor and suffering 
Creditors? Will God smile on the gains which you may acquire at 
the expence of suffering families deprived of their honest dues? And 
let me here ask Have you since you bid off that farm felt the same 
inward peace and conciousness of right you had before felt? I do 
not believe you have, and for this plain reason that you have been 
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industrious in circulateing evil reports of me (as I believe) in order to 
prevent the community from enquiring into your motives and con
duct. This is perfectly natural, and no new thing under the sun. If 
it could be made to appear that N aboth the J ezreelite had blas
phemed God and the King, then it would be perfectly right for Ahab 
to possess his vineyard. So reasoned wicked men thousands of years 
ago. I ask myoId friend again is your path a path of peace? does 
it promise peace? I have two definite things to offer you once and 
for all. One is that you take ample security of Seth Thompson for 
what you have paid and for what you may have to pay (which 
D. C. Gaylord has ever wickedly refused) and release my farm and 
thereby provide for yourself an honorable and secure retreat out of 
the strife and perplexity and restore you to peace with your friends 
and with yourself. The other is that if you do not like that offer, 
that you submit the matter to disinterested, discreet, and good men 
to say what is just and honest between us. 

You may ask why do not you go to Thompson for your relief. I 
answer that I should do so at once, but I cannot recover anything of 
Thompson but the face of the note and interest, nothing for all the 
costs, and expences, and penalties and sacrifise of my property. 
All Thompson is either morally or legally bound to pay is the note 
and interest. He is an inocent and honest debtor and when in his low 
state of health, and the extreme pressure he could not pay the money 
promptly came forward [and) offered his land as security. "That 
security is still kept for the purpose, as I positively know any state
ments to the contrary notwithstanding. 

I now ask you to read this letter calmly, and patiently, and often, 
and show it to your neighbours, and friends, such as Mr. Zina Post 
and many other worthy men and advise with them before you at
tempt to force your way any further. I ask you to make it your first 
business and give me without delay your final determination in 
regard to it. 

. Respectfully your friend 
JOHN BROWN. 

This appeal to reason and friendliness ought to have soft
ened Mr. Chamberlain's heart. No one now knows just what 
the result was; but since there is no evidence of a U tedious, 
distressing, wasteing, and long protracted war" between the 
neighbors, it is likely that it had its effect. At any rate, it 
closes a chapter of John Brown's business life which, besides 
occasioning him deep and poignant distress, left its marks 
upon him. Had he not, however, been withal a strong, seri
ous and fundamentally honest character, he must have been 
completely wrecked upon the shoals out of which, with Mr. 
Perkins's aid, he was now to find his way. 
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CHAPTER II 

"HIS GREATEST OR PRINCIPAL OBJECT" 

WHEN was it that John Brown, practical shepherd, tanner, 
farmer, surveyor, cattle expert, real estate speculator and 
wool-merchant, first conceived what he calls in his autobio
graphy "his greatest or principal object" in life - the forci
ble overthrow of slavery in his native land? The question 
is not an idle one, since the object adopted as the magnetic 
needle to guide his destiny eventually resulted in the rousing 
of a nation to its smallest hamlet, and beyond doubt pre
cipitated the bloody civil war which others besides John 
Brown clearly foresaw. The mystery of individuality does 
not lose anything of its spell with the passage of timej in 
the case of this strongly marked character, there is nothing 
concerning it of greater interest than the transformation of 
the simple guardian of flocks and tiller of the soil, Spartan 
in his rugged simplicity of living, into an arch-plotter, a 
man of many disguises, a belligerent pioneer, a fugitive be
fore the law at one moment and an assailant of a sovereign 
government in the next. Psychologists must find in such an 
evolution of spirit a field for inquiry and speculation without 
end. Why should one who so hated the profession of arms be 
the first to take it up in order to free the slave from his chains? 
What was there in the humdrum life of an Ohio farmer to 
cause him to espouse the role of a border-chieftain in the 
middle of the nineteenth century? From what midnight star 
did this shepherd draw his inspiration to go forth and kill? 
What was there in the process of tanning to make,a man who 
had never seen blood spilt in anger ready to blot out the lives 
of other beings whose chief crime was that they differed with 
him as to the righteousness of human bondage? Why should 
the restless iron spirit of the Roundhead suddenly have mani
fested itself in this prosaic seller of town lots when he had 
spent more than five decades in peace and quiet? Doubtless 
the answer to some of these questions must be left to the new 
science which would plot and chart the soul, and measure to 
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the hundredth of a degree each quivering emotion. But the 
historian may properly inquire when it was that the" greatest 
or principal object" of this militant reformer's life first began 
to manifest itself in his acts and deeds. 

John Brown's horror of the South's "peculiar institution," 
as it affected individuals, we know to have come to him, as 
the autobiography again testifies, at the age of twelve, when, 
he says, he declared, or swore, "eternal war with slavery." 
But the oaths of a lad of such tender years do not often be
come the guiding force of maturity; in John Brown's case, 
not even his constant friendliness to fugitive slaves permits 
the assumption that early in his manhood he had definitely 
resolved upon the plan of overthrowing slavery by men and 
arms which he finally chose. Not until his thirty-fifth year 
is there direct documentary evidence that his mind was espe
cially concerning itself with the welfare of the black man in 
bondage,- that is, to any greater extent than were the minds 
and consciences of hundreds, if not thousands, of Ohio farmers 
who were later among the strongest enemies of human bond
age, and even then were dauntless station-masters and con
ductors on the rapidly expanding Underground Railroad. In 
November, 1834, when John Brown's stay in Pennsylvania 
was actually within six months of its close, when he was, 
however, apparently to remain in Richmond as a successful 
tanner and farmer, he first expressed on paper a wish to aid 
his fellow-Americans in chains.7 I t is in the following epistle 
to his brother Frederick, unstamped because it bears the 
frank of John Brown, then still postmaster at Randolph, of 
which Richmond was a part: 1 

RANDOLPH, Nov. 21, 1834-
DEAR BROTHER, - As I have had only one letter from Hudson 

since you left here, and that some weeks since, I begin to get uneasy 
and apprehensive that all is not well. I had satisfied my mind about 
it for some time, in expectation of seeing father here, but I begin to 
give that up for the present. Since you left here I have been trying 
to devise some means whereby I might do something in a practical 
way for my poor fellow-men who are in bondage, and having fully 
consulted the feelings of my wife and my three boys, we have agreed 
to get at least one negro boy or youth, and bring him up as we do 
our own, - viz., give him a good English education, learn him what 
we can about the history of the world, about business, about general 
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subjects, and, above all, try to teach him the fear of God. We think 
of three ways to obtain one: First, to try to get some Christian 
slave-holder to release one to us. Second, to get a free one if no one 
will let us have one that is a slave. Third, if that does not succeed, 
we have all agreed to submit to considerable privation in order to 
buy one. This we are now using means in order to effect, in the con
fident expectation that God is about to bring them all out of the 
house of bondage. 

I will just mention that when this subject was first introduced, 
Jason had gone to bed; but no sooner did he hear the thing hinted, 
than his wann heart kindled, and he turned out to have a part in 
the discussion of a subject of such exceeding interest. I have for 
years been trying to devise some way to get a school a-going here 
for blacks, and I think that on many accounts it would be a most 
favorable location. Children here would have no intercourse with 
vicious people of their own kind, nor with openly vicious persons 
of any kind. There would be no powerful opposition influence 
against such a thing; and should there be any, I believe the settle
ment might be so effected in future as to have almost the whole in
fluence of the place in favor of such a school. Write me how you 
would like to join me, and try to get on from Hudson and there
abouts some firstrate abolitionist families with you. I do honestly 
believe that our united exertions alone might soon, with the good 
hand of our God upon us, effect it all. 

This has been with me a favorite theme of reflection for years. 
I think that a place which might be in some measure settled with 
a view to such an object would be much more favorable to such 
an undertaking than would any such place as Hudson, with all its 
conflicting interests and feelings; and I do think such advantages 
ought to be afforded the young blacks, whether they are all to be 
immediately set free or not. Perhaps we might, under God, in 
that way do more towards breaking their yoke effectually than 
in any other. 1£ the young blacks of our country could once be
come enlightened, it would most assuredly operate on slavery like 
firing powder confined in rock, and all slaveholders know it well. 
Witness their heaven-daring laws against teaching blacks. 1£ once 
the Christians in the free States would set to work in earnest in 
teaching the blacks, the people of the slaveholding States would 
find themselves constitutionally driven to set about the work of 
emancipation immediately. The laws of this State are now such 
that the inhabitants of any township may raise by a tax in aid of 
the State school-fund any amount of money they may choose by 
a vote, for the purpose of common schools, which any child may 
have access to by application. If you will join me in this under
taking, I will make with you any arrangement of our temporal 
concerns that shall be fair. Our health is good, and our prospects 
about business rather brightening. 

Affectionately yours, JOHN BROWN. 
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It will he noticed, as has heretofore been pointed out,' that 
there is here a total absence of any belligerent intention 
on the writer's part; he who afterwards became disgusted 
with the Abolitionists because their propaganda involved talk 
alone, and no violent physical action against slavery, was 
planning, when nearly thirty-five, nothing more startling than 
a school for blacks, confident in the belief that their educa
tion in the North would shatter the whole system of slavery in 
the South, and turning for aid exclusively to friends in his 
former Ohio home. Again, he shows no knowledge of the pre
judice in the North against teaching blacks which had resulted 
in his native State in the suppresSion of schools for them in 
New Haven in 1831, and in Canterbury in 1834. Throughout 
his correspondence of these years, and later, there is little 
to indicate that Brown was in touch with much of what was 
going on in the nation. Indeed, as late as June 22, 1844, he 
wrote to his family, "I am extremely ignorant at present of 
miscellaneous subjects."1 It is the recollection of the family, 
however, that before this time they were called upon by their 
father to take a solemn oath to do all in their power to abolish 
slavery, after hearing from him of his purpose of attacking 
the institution. Jason Brown fixes the date of this event at 
1839, the place as Franklin, and those who were party to it 
as Mrs. Brown, a colored preacher, Fayette by name, and 
the three sons, John, Jr., Jason and Owen. He specifies merely 
that they were sworn II to do all in their power to abolish 
slavery," and does not use the word" force." John Brown, Jr., 
"Titing to F. B. Sanborn in December, 1890, thus expressed 
his opinion: 4 ' 

II It is, of course, impossible for me to say when such idea and 
plan first entered his [John Brown's] mind and became a purpose; 
but I can say with certainty that he first informed his family that 
he entertained such purpose while we were yet living in Franklin, 
O. (now called Kent), and before he went to Virginia, in 1840, to 
survey the lands which had been donated by Arthur Tappan to 
Oberlin College; and this was certainly as early as 1839. The place 
and the circumstances where he first informed us of that purpose 
are as perfectIr in my memory as any other event in my life. Fa
ther, mother, Jason, Owen and I were, late in the evening, seated 
around the fire in the open fire-place of the kitchen, in the old 
Haymaker house where we then lived; and there he first informed 
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us of his determination to make war on slavery-not such war as 
Mr. Garrison· informs us 'was equally the purpose of the non
resistant abolitionists,' but war by force and anns. He said that 
he had long entertained such a purpose - that he believed it his 
duty to devote his life, if need be, to this object, which he made us 
fully to understand. After spending considerable time in setting 
forth in most impressive language the hopeless condition of the 
slave, he asked who of us were willing to make common cause with 
him in doing all in our power to 'break the jaws of the wicked and 
pluck the spoil out of his teeth,' naming each of us in succession, 
Are you, Mary, john, jason, and Owen? Receiving an affinnative 
answer from each, he kneeled in prayer, and all did the same. This 
posture in prayer impressed me greatly as it was the first time I 
had ever known him to assume it. After prayer he asked us to raise 
our right hands, and he then administered to us an oath, the exact 
tenns of which I cannot recall, but in substance it bound us to 
secrecy and devotion to the pu~se of fighting slavery by force 
and arms to the extent of our ability. According to jason's recol
lections, Mr. Fayette, a colored theological student at Western 
Reserve College, Hudson, Ohio, was with us at the time but of this 
I am not certain." 

It must be noted here that in this letter John Brown, Jr., 
gives the date of the oath as 1839; in his lengthy affidavit in 
the case of Gerrit Smith against the Chicago Tribune, he 
gave the date as 1836, three years earlier, and in an account 
given in Mr. Sanborn's book he placed it at 1837; three dis
tinct times for the same event. It can, therefore, best be 
stated as occurring before 1840.5 At this time, John Brown, 
Jr., was in his nineteenth year, Jason about sixteen years 
old, and Owen between fourteen and fifteen. The only tes
timonyas to an early project akin to that of the final raid, 
available from anyone else outside the family, is that of 
George B. Delamater,' who says, "Having spent several days 
and nights with Old John Brown at various times between 
1840 and 1844, I enjoyed his society and was made acquainted 
with his views in regard to American slavery and its rela
tions at that time from various standpoints, and also with 
the scheme which he had under consideration for freeing 
persons held in bondage." Mr. Delamater at this period was 
a mere stripling; it is an interesting contrast to his recollec
tions that Mr. Foreman, in his long account of John Brown's 

• Wendell Phillips Garrieon, in Thti P,dflllu oj HM,.," Ferry. 
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stay at Richmond from 1825 to 1835, makes no mention of 
having heard of any deliberate project; yet he was much 
older and more intimate with Brown than was Mr. Delamater, 
who, in this earlier Richmond period, was only a school-boy. 

That the subject was undoubtedly much in his mind prior 
to this appears again from an anecdote related by General 
Henry B. Carrington, and placed by him in the year 1836, 
although probably occurring in 1838, when there is the first 
definite record of John Brown's having been in Connecticut 
after his school days. General Carrington thus tells this inci
dent of his boyhood:' 

"When I was a boy and went to school in Torrington, there came 
into the school room one day a tall man, rather slender, with gray
ish hair, who said to the boys: 'I want to ask you some questions 
in geography. Where is Africa?' 'It is on the other side of the 
ocean, of course,' said a boy. 'Why "of course, It, asked the man. 
The boy could n't say why 'of course.' Then the man proceeded to 
tell them something about Africa and the negroes, and the evil of 
the slave trade, and the wrongs and sufferings of the slaves, and 
then said, 'How many of you boys will agree to use your influence, 
whatever it may be, against this great curse, when you grow up?' 
They held up their hands. He then said that he was afraid that 
some of them might forget it, and added, 'Now I want those who 
are quile sure that they will not forget it, who will promise to use 
their time and influence toward resisting this evil, to rise.' Another 
boy and I stood up. Then this man put his hands on our heads 
and said, 'Now may my Father in Heaven, who is your Father, and 
who is the Father of the African: and Christ, who is my Master 
and Saviour, and your Master and Saviour, and the Master and 
Saviour of the African: and the Holy Spirit, which gives me strength 
and comfort, when I need it, and will give you strength and com
fort when you need it, and which gives strength and comfort to 
the African, enable you to keep this resolution which you have 
now taken.' And that man was John Brown." 

Most important after that of the Brown family is the tes
timony of Frederick Douglass, the colored leader, who states 
in his autobiography' that Brown confided the Virginia plan 
to him, without specifying Harper's Ferry or speaking of the 
arsenal, "about the time" he began his newspaper enterprise 
in Rochester in 1847, and among other details added that 
Brown explained his frugal manner of living by his wish to 
lay by money for this abolition project. Frederick Dou~lass 
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visited Brown in his home in Springfield on this occasion . 
.. From this night spent with John Brown," said Mr. Douglass, 
II • •• while I continued to write and speak against slavery. 
I became all the same less hopeful of its peaceful abolition. 
My utterances became more and more tinged by the color 
of this man's strong impressions. Speaking at an anti-slavery 
convention in Salem. Ohio, I expressed the apprehension that 
slavery could only be destroyed by blood-shed. when I was 
suddenly and sharply interrupted by my good old friend 
Sojourner Truth with the question, 'Frederick. is God dead?' 
'No,' I answered, 'and because God is not dead, slavery can 
only end in blood.'" 

If this testimony seems to show that the plan of using force 
was then, in 1847, taking shape in Brown's mind, - it may 
have been delayed in coming to earlier maturity by his bank
ruptcy and financial distress, - there is nothing in John 
Brown's letters or diary to indicate so early an all-ruling 
plan of applying force to slavery as John Brown, Jr., records. 
I t is said that his father first conceived the idea of using the 
Allegheny Mountains as the scene for an armed attack on 
slavery, and a means of running off freed slaves to the North, 
when he surveyed the Oberlin lands.· But his letter to his 
family from Ripley, Virginia, April 27, 1840,10 already cited, 
is peaceable enough, and his hope of settling his family there 
is hardly consistent with his anti-slavery policy of later years. 
Indeed, while recording his pleasure that the residents of the 
vicinity were more attractive people than he had thought, 
he had nothing to say about the institution of slavery which 
he then, for the first time, really beheld at close range. So 
far as the evidence of contemporary documents goes, until 
1840, at least, there is nothing to show that there was any
thing more than a family agreement to oppose slavery, with
out specification as to the precise method of assault. 

The transformation of the peaceful tanner and shepherd 
into a man burning to use arms upon an institution which 
refused to yield to peaceful agitation would seem to have 
taken place in the latter part of his fourth decade, as Mr. 
Douglass testified. Gradually his plan took final shape. There 
was nothing in the surroundings of pastoral Richfield or 
Akron to suggest narrow defiles and mountainous passes 
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teeming with sharpshooters. But, little by little, visions of 
this kind came into Brown's brain more and more as the years 
passed, until in the early fifties his plan was clear to him in 
its outlines, much as actually put into execution. The salient 
idea was that mountains had throughout history been the 
means of enabling a few brave souls, whether gladiators, or 
slaves, or free men, Swiss, I talians, or Spaniards, or Circas
sians, to defy and sometimes to defeat armies of their op
pressors. Into the mountain fastnesses regular troops pene
trated, it was thought, with difficulty, and the ranges them
selves afforded an easy line of communication even through 
a wholly hostile country. Moreover, mountains were just 
the place to assemble bondmen and to give them arms with 
which to fight for liberty. For the project was now far dif
ferent from that John Brown described to his brother in 1834; 
slavery, it appeared, was, after all, not to be undone by edu
cating the negroes already freed, but by the sword of Gideon 
and a band as carefully chosen as was his. Gradually the 
practical shepherd felt his blood stirring within him, but not 
until after removal to Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1846, 
when he had the opportunity to come into closer knowledge 
of the militant Boston Abolitionists, is there written evi
dence of this. He had seen the Liberator in his father's home, 
for Owen Brown early became a subscriber to this and other 
vigorous anti-slavery journals. John Brown's children also 
remember to have received the Liberator in Ohio, when it 
was still a youthful publication,ll and later in North Elba. 
The Tribune, too, as it attained fame under Greeley, was as 
welcome a visitor to this home as to so many thousands of 
others. Its approval of the doctrine of opposing slavery with 
Sharp's rifles commended it particularly in the Kansas days 
to John Brown, who was by nature unable to sympathize 
with the Garrisonian doctrine of non-resistance to force, 
although there are some who would believe Brown to have 
been a non-resistant as late as 1830. They cite in support 
of their contention a garbled anecdote, according to which 
he permitted himself to be cowhided without resisting his 
assailant's fury.11 Brown's residence in Springfield gave him 
the opportunity not only to attend anti-slavery meetings, 
but also to meet many colored people; in the first written 
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evidence of his growing aggressiveness towards slavery there 
is reference to enlightenment at the hands of Abby Kelley 
Foster,· Garrison lIand other really benevolent persons." 
This curious production of Brown's bespeaks the influence 
upon him of Franklin's writings; throughout, it is an admo
nition to the negroes to avoid their besetting sins, an incen
tive to thrift, frugality and solidarity, and it is written as if 
from the pen of a black man, Sambo. Contributed in 1848 
or 1849 to a little-known Abolition newspaper, The Ram's 
Horn, published and edited by colored men in New York, 
this essay denounces the negroes for their supineness in the 
face of wrong, instead of their U nobly resisting" brutal ag
gressions. t 

But for all its denunciation of the negro's U tamely sub
mitting to every species of indignity, contempt and wrong," 
it cannot be maintained that this satirical article indicated 
that Brown had gone very far along the path toward an armed 
attack on slavery, although started in that direction. Nor 
does it appear from this that he had as yet reached the 
conclusion that the New England Abolitionists were to be 
shunned because they were all talk. In 1851, however, the 
policy of armed resistance becomes much more clearly de
veloped; the man of war is now emerging from the chrysalis 
of peace. On January 15 of that year there was organized in 
Springfield a branch of the United States League of Gilead
ites - the first and apparently the only one. It was Brown's 
idea; he chose the title, and it was his first effort to organize 
the colored people to defend themselves and advance their 
interests. It was a practical application of the teachings of 
Sambo, and was inspired by the passage of the Fugitive 
Slave Law, which made legal in the North the rendition of 
negroes who had found their way to free States. The II Words 
of Advice" for the Gileadites, II as written and recommended 
by John Brown" and adopted as the principles of the new 
organization, begin with the motto IIUnion is Strength," 

. • "John Brown was strong for women's rights and women's suffrage. He 
always went to hear Lucretia Mott and Abby Kelley Foster, even though it coat 
him considerable efFort to reach the place where they spoke." - Annie Brown 
Adams. 

t See AppendiL 
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and declare in the first sentence that Ie Nothing so charms 
the American people as personal bravery."11 The object of 
the Gileadites was not, however, to attack slavery on its 
own territory, but to band the colored people together to re
sist slave-catchers and make impossible the returning to the 
South of a fugitive who had reached Northern soil. Brown 
wrote: 

"No jury can be found in the Northern States, that would con
vict a man for defending his rights to the last extremity. This is 
well understood by Southern Congressmen, who insisted that the 
right of trial by jury should not be granted to the fugitive. Col
ored people have more fast friends amongst the whites than they 
suppose ..•• Just think of the money expended by individuals 
in your behalf in the past twenty years! Think of the number 
who have been mobbed and imprisoned on your account. Have 
any of you seen the Branded Hand? Do you remember the names of 
Lovejoy and Torrey? Should one of your number be arrested, you 
must collect together as quickly as possible so as to outnumber your 
adversaries who are taking an active part against you. Let no 
able-bodied man appear on the ground unequipped, or with his 
weapons exposed to view; let that be understood beforehand. Your 
plans must be known only to yourself, and with the understanding 
that all traitors must die, wherever caught and proven to be guilty. 
'Whosoever is fearful or afraid, let him return and depart early 
from Mount Gilead.' Uudges, VII chap., 3 verse: Deut. XX Chap. 
S verse.} Give all cowards an opportunity to show it on condi
tion of holding their peace. Do not delay one moment after you 
are-ready; you will lose all your resolution if you do. Let the first 
blow be the signal for all to engage; and when engaged do not do 
your work by halves; but make clean work with your enemies, 
and be sure you meddle not with any others • . • Your enemies 
will be slow to attack you after you have once done up the work 
nicely .•. ." 

J All this has the characteristic ring of John Brown the 
Kansas fighter, particularly the admonition to make U clean 
work with your enemies." Here is the stern Puritan parent, 
intolerant of childish fault, developed into a man urging not 
only shedding the blood of one's enemies, but the making of 
.. clean work" of it, much as pirate captains advocated the 
walking of the plank as a sanitarily satisfactory way of dis
posing of one's captives. This advice, as will be seen later in 
this narrative, recurs frequently in the days when the Round
head was in the field at work. Certainly, when engaged, 
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he always lived up to his doctrine of going at once to close 
. quarters with his enemy, after the manner of John Paul Jones. 
The transformation of the practical shepherd was thus coming 
on apace. 

Characteristic, too, is Brown's suggestion in the "Words 
of Advice," that a lasso might be "applied to a slave-catcher 
for once with good effect." "Stand by one another, and by 
your friends, while a drop of blood remains; and be hanged, 
if you must, but tell no tales out of school," - this is another 
solemn admonition which smacks of the Spanish Main, yet 
accurately foreshadows his own conduct when overcome by 
his enemies. Original is the hint to the coloI:ed people to 
embroil their white friends in the event of trouble: "After 
effecting a rescue, if you are assailed, go into the houses of 
your most prominent and influential white friends with your 
wives, and that will effectually fasten upon them the suspi
cion of being connected with you, and will compel them to 
make a common cause with you, whether they would other
wise live up to their profession or not. This would leave them 
no choice in the matter." These "Words of Advice" were 
followed by an agreement and nine resolutions which practi
cally restate the agreement. This was signed by forty-four 
colored men and women of Springfield. It is typical of other 
documents John Brown drew up on, to him, serious occa
sions, and is in his best style: 14 

AGREEMENT 

As citizens of the United States of America, trusting in a just 
and merciful God, whose spirit and all-powerful aid we humbly 
implore, we will ever be true to the Bag of our beloved country, 
always acting under it. We, whose names are hereunto affixed, 
do constitute ourselves a branch of the United States League of 
Gileadites. We will provide ourselves at once with suitable imple
ments, and will aid those who do not possess the means, if any 
such are disposed to join us. We invite every colored person whose 
heart is engaged for the performance of our business, whether male 
or female, old or young. The duty of the aged, infirm, and young 
members of the League shall be to give instant notice to all mem
bers in case of an attack upon any of our people. We agree to 
have no officers except a Treasurer and Secretary pro tem., until 
after lOme trial of courage and talent of able-bodied members shall 
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enable us to elect officers from those who shall have rendered the 
most important selVices. Nothing but wisdom and undaunted cour
age, efficiency, and general good conduct shall in anyway in1luence 
us in electing our officers. 

It is not of record that any members of the Gileadites 
actually took a hand in a slave-rescue "with suitable imple
ments." There is, on the other hand, no doubt that the de
termined Springfield wool-merchant, in drafting these reso
lutions in his fifty-first year, meant them to contain advice 
which may briefly be summed up as forcible resistance to the 
officers of the law, and an admonition to shoot to kill on all 
such occasions. As long as he was in Springfield, John Brown 
continued to concern himself with these colored friends. On 
November 28, 1850, just before he organized the Gileadites, 
he wrote to his wife: 11 U I of course keep encouraging my 
colored friends to I trust in God and keep their powder dry.' 
I did so today, at Thanksgiving meeting, publicly," 

From the Gileadites to plans for guerrilla warfare was an 
easy step. In his second memorandum-book, preserved in the 
Boston Public Library, there is an entry which was probably 
recorded early in 1855. It reads thus: 

"Circassia has about 550,000 
Switzerland 2,037,030 

Guerilla warfare see Life of Lord Wellington Page 71 to Page 75 
eMina). See also Page 102 some valuable hints in same Book. See 
also Page 196 some most important instructions to officers. See 
also same Book Page 235 these words Deep and narrow' defiles 
where 300 men would suffice to check an arm,. See also Page 236 
on top of Page." , 

The book in question is Joachim Hayward Stocqueler's 
two-volume I Life of Field Marshal the Duke of Wellington,' 
published in London in 1852, and the activity of the Spanish 
guerrillas under their able leader Mina was what attracted 
Brown's attention. The "most important instructions to 
officers" related to discipline and cooking, and page 235 fur
nished a description of the mountainous and broken topogra
phyof Spain. Directly opposite the entry quoted above is a 
list of Southern towns, with four Pennsylvania cities mixed in, 
as if Brown were considering such strategic points as Little 
Rock, Arkansas; Charleston, South Carolina; San Antonio, 
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Texas; St. Louis, Missouri; Augusta, Georgia, and others, in 
an elaborate plan for assailing the slave-power and running 
off its much cherished property. Some Ohio friends of Brown, 
Colonel Daniel Woodruff, an officer of the War of 1812, his 
son-in-law, Mr. Henry Myers and his daughter, according to 
the recollections of the two latter (Colonel Woodruff having 
died soon after), learned from John Brown the details of his 
Virginia plan as early as the late fall of 1854 or the beginning 
of 1855." According to Mr. Myers, who heard the discussion 
between John Brown and his father-in-law, the former's ob
ject in visiting Colonel Woodruff was to persuade him to join 
in a raid on Harper's Ferry, to take place at that time, if 
it could be organized. He had seen active military service, 
and Brown wanted the aid of his practical experience. Dur .. 
ing his stay, which he spent in urgent endeavor to persuade 
Colonel Woodruff, Brown detailed his whole scheme, so that 
all the Woodruff household came to understand it. He spoke 
of the evil days in Kansas, then existing, and he wished to 
relieve Kansas and to retaliate by striking at another point. 
He wanted to attack the arsenal at Harper's Ferry: first, to 
frighten Virginia and detach it from the slave interest; second, 
to capture the rifles to arm the slaves; and third, to destroy 
the arsenal machinery, so that it could not be used to tum 
out more arms for the perhaps long guerrilla war that might 
follow.; and to destroy whatever guns were already stored 
there that he could not carry away. 

That this revelation of his plan is not improbable appears 
from other testimony. In August, 1854, John Brown wrote 
to his sons, who were then planning to combat slavery by 
settling in Kansas as Free State m.en, that he could not join 
them because he felt a call to duty in another section of the 
country.17 Evidently, the practical shepherd now clearly real
ized what was his greatest object in life and was devoting 
himself to it. His daughter, Annie Brown Adams, says that 
she first learned the plan of the raid the winter she was eleven 
years old (in 1854); and then she heard of it as to take place 
at Harper's Ferry.ls Later, in hearing other people's stories, 
she found other places mentioned. Salmon explained this to 
her by saying that their father several times changed his 
plans, and that he had spoken of them to various other people 
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at these different times. "I think I may say," writes Mrs. 
Adams, "without any intention of boasting, that I knew 
more about his plans than anyone else, or at least anyone 
else who I survived to tell the tale.' He always talked freely 
to of his plans, from the he first explained them to 

un'"et"",,, before he went when I was 
would say as of apology to uu,u,;,,,,u 

know I can trust never tell !lInu!"I'un 

not to,' after me of his 
the North Elba from 1849 to 1851, 

Miss Sarah Brown thinks, and all the children knew 
that a blow was to be struck at Harper's Ferry. She clearly 
remembers how, when Harper's Ferry came into the lesson 
at school, her heart hammered and she shivered as with cold. 
Yet she cannot recall that any of them were ever cautioned 
to as to this. they all 
the of secrecy as father's plans 
that were known superfluous. She 
recalls behind her chair and watching 
draw of log forts, the logs were 
laid, how roofs were to made, and how trees were to 
be felled without, and laid as obstacles to attacking parties. 
This was to be in the mountains near Harper's Ferry, and her 
father was making the pictures and explaining his plans to one 
Epps, a negro neighbor, who was looking on, and whom her 
father endeavoring - induce to join 

father was so ready others with his 
in their ability secret, that 

,"-UJIUU<;;. Woodruff would entirely in keeping, 
that he Thomas Thomas, negro 

porter in the employ of Perkins & Brown in Springfield, 
soon after his arrival there in 1846,11 but there is no direct 
confirmatory evidence of his having laid his plan before some 
of the Gileadites. Thomas Thomas took no active interest in 
Brown's plans, being neither conspicuous in the League, nor 
a member his employer's convention in 

raid on Harper's 
purposes behind 
is probable that 

passed precisely as 

and the objects 
have varied 

U,,",UU,l" of the nrr\arJ:n:nrnll> 
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and the actual place of starting his revolt. Thus, while he 
first thought of Harper's Ferry, as Mrs. Annie Brown Adams 
testifies,1O other places were at times discussed; even up to the 
raid, it was thought by some of the Boston backers of Brown 
that the place of striking the first blow would be some other 
locality than Harper's Ferry,1l which, by its nearness to the 
capital of the nation and its being on a railroad, was ren
dered much less desirable for the purpose in hand than some 
place nearer the Ohio boundary. So, too, the prime object 
was at one time the terrorizing of the slaveholders and the 
making of slaveholding less profitable, by reducing the value 
of slaves along the border. Not until later was there thought 
out a plan for capturing, controlling and governing a whole 
section of the United States. Again, in the Kansas years, a 
prime motive was to relieve the pro-slavery pressure upon 
Kansas by attacking slavery elsewhere. At one time, as his 
son Salmon points out, John Brown hoped to force a settle
ment of the slavery question by embroiling both sections. 
This was in line with his whole Kansas policy of inducing a 
settlement by bringing armed pro-slavery and Free State forces 
to close quarters, and letting them fight it out. After the 
Kansas episode, John Brown planned agitation for the pur
pose of setting the South afire. The Southern leaders in Con
gress having continually threatened secession, John Brown 
hoped to help them carry out their threat or force them into 
it, saying that the "North would then whip the South back 
into the Union without slavery." Salmon Brown declares 
that he heard his father and John Brown, Jr., discuss this by 
the hour, and insists that" the Harper's Ferry raid had that 
idea behind it far more than any other," the biographers of 
his father having failed heretofore to bring out this central 
far-reaching idea to the extent it merits. II But the main 
motive was, after all, to come to close quarters with slavery, 
and to try force where argument and peaceful agitation had 
theretofore failed to break the slaves' chains. And so, shortly 
before he reached the age of fifty, this unknown and incon
spicuous wool-merchant and cattle-raiser had fully resolved 
to be the David to the Goliath of slavery. He entertained 
no doubt that he could accomplish that end, if he could but 
command the funds necessary for the purchase of arms. 
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po While all this metamorphosis of the man was going on, 
John Brown's new business venture had really brought him 
into smoother waters, even though it was not destined to be 
lasting or a financial success. After tending the Perkins flocks 
for two years, it was decided to establish a headquarters in 
Massachusetts for the sale of the wool, and there followed 
the residence in Springfield which meant so much for Brown's 
development. It was in 1846 that he opened the office, and 
the next year his family joined him there. Frederick Douglass, 
after seeing the fine store of Perkins & Brown, was prepared 
to find Brown's residence in Springfield similarly impressive. 
U In fact," he wrote, II "the house was neither commodious 
nor elegant, nor its situation desirable. It was a small wooden 
building, on a back street, in a neighborhood chiefly occupied 
by laboring men and mechanics; respectable enough to be 
sure, but not quite the place, I thought, where one would look 
for the residence of a flourishing and successful merchant. 
Plain as was the outside of this man's house, the inside was 
plainer. Its furniture would have satisfied a Spartan ...• 
There was an air of plainness about it [the house] which almost 
suggested destitution." The meal was "such as a man might 
relish after following the plow all day, or performing a forced 
march of a dozen miles over a rough road in frosty weather." 
Everything in the home implied to Mr. Douglass "stern 
truth, solid purpose, and rigid economy." "I was not long," 
he added, "in company with the master of this house before 
I discovered that he was, indeed, the master of it, and was 
likely to become mine too if I stayed long enough with him. 
He fulfilled St. Paul's idea of the head of the family. His wife 
believed in him, and his children observed him with reverence. 
Whenever he spoke his words commanded earnest attention . 
. . . Certainly I never felt myself in the presence of a stronger 
religious influence than while in this man's house." 

As for John Brown the man, he was then in his forty-eighth 
year, without the stoop that a few years later made him seem 
prematurely old. His attire, however simple, was always neat 
and of good materials; in Ohio, the testimony is, he dressed 
like a substantial farmer in the woolen suits of the time and 
wore cowhide boots. Physically strong and sinewy, he was 
not five feet eleven in height, with a disproportionately small 
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head, an inflexible and stem mouth and a prominent chin. 
His hair, already tinged with gray, was closely trimmed and 
grew well over his forehead. But his bluish gray eyes were 
what held and won people; they fairly shone when he talked. 
Mr. Douglass remembers that they were ufull of light and 
fire." U His nose was somewhat prominent and of what is 
known as the Roman type. With all, the face was vigorous, 
shrewd and impressive. Once a visitor to the North Elba 
homestead remarked to a family group: U I think your father 
looks like an eagle." uYes," replied Watson Brown, uor some 
other carnivorous bird." II But the comparison was not meant 
to be unflattering; it was the keenness of the eagle's looks, 
the sharp watchfulness of his glance, even with half-shut eyes, 
that suggested the comparison. On the prairies, those who 
rode with John Brown were struck with the range and the 
alertness of his vision, from which nothing escaped, while 
those who saw him in the cities noticed the long springing 
step and apparent deep absorption in his own reflections. 
Yet all agreed upon the impressiveness of John Brown's hear
ing; even in later years, when his appearance was so rural as 
to attract attention on the streets of Boston, the earnestness 
of his face and the vigor of his form prevented any disposition 
to ridicule. 

The object of the establishment of Perkins & Brown's 
office in Springfield was to classify wools for wool-growers, in 
order that they might thus obtain a better value for their 
product than had been the case up to that time, and to 
sell it on a commission of two cents per pound.·' Having 
warehouses, Perkins & Brown received large shipments of 
wool from farmers known to them, and then by carefully 
sorting the fleeces were able to approach manufacturers of 
cashmere, broadcloth, jeans or satinette, with the wools of the 
grade they desired. In the first Springfield letter-book of 
the firm, into which were laboriously copied in long-hand all 
its letters,17 the first epistle bears the date of June 23, 1846, 
and is a tribute to John Brown's probity in that it notifies 
Mr. Marvin Kent that, if he should send wool to the firm to 
sell, the amount of the commissions earned would be used to 
liquidate John Brown's old debts to himself and his father. 
The times were not, however, propitious for the new enter-
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prise. The Walker tariff was just being passed by Congress, and 
the war with Mexico was on. The legislative uncertainty made 
the wool market dull and unstable, and when the Walker bill 
was signed, the price of Saxony wool, in which Perkins & 
Brown were especially interested, dropped from seventy-five to 
twenty-five cents. Perkins & Brown were, however, able to 
start off by selling the splendid wool of their own flocks for the 
good price of sixty-nine cents, and early in July, in a letter in 
Brown's handwriting, they asserted that "we receive at this 
place more of the first class of American wools than any other 
house in the country." t8 Many of the firm's letters are in 
the handwriting of John Brown, Jr., who, having finished 
an excellent schooling and being ready for business life, be
came a clerk in the Springfield office, in which Jason Brown 
also served. By August 26, John Brown was able to report, 
cheerfully, to the senior partner in Ohio, as follows: 19 "We 
are getting in wool rapidly, generally from 50 to 80 bales per 
day. We are selling a little and have very frequent calls from 
manufacturers. Musgrave paid up our note at the Agawam 
[bank] yesterday so that I now have our name clear of any 
paper in this country .•.. We have had a big wool-growers 
meeting at Springfield; Bishop Campbell presiding, in referA 

ence to sending wool hereafter to Europe." 
This project of exporting wool to England and the Conti .. 

nent deeply interested Brown from the beginning of his 
Springfield residence, particularly as he found himself, in the 
fall of 1846, loaded up with other people's wool, unable to sell 
it for them at fair figures, and quite unwilling to sacrifice it 
at forced sales. On November 27,1846, he wrote to a client 10 

that he would have gone across the Atlantic with a quan
tity of wool save for unforeseen hindrances. He had sent to 
England in 1845, from Ohio, some fleeces "which received 
unqualified praise both for condition and quality," and, as he 
said in this letter, the firm was bent on encouraging exporta
tion "and in giving character to American wools in Europe." 
Indeed, the sale of their higher grades of wool to an English
man for export on December 21, 1846, was all that saved 
Perkins & Brown from a disastrous ending to their first 
season's business. They were being hard pushed by those who 
had sent the wool and were in need of money, and who could 
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not understand why the firm had not been able to sell a single 
pound of fine wool from July to December. Moreover, some 
customers had just grievances, for the letter-book contains far 
too many apologies for failure to acknowledge letters and 

,n.n .. ,n1"" and to accurate accounts, young 
To one of John Brown explained the 

"AL',Ao,LAUIl thus: II 

We have at last that some of manu-
tactur'ers are leagued break us down, offered 
them wool at their own price & they refuse to buy ...• We hope 
every wool-grower in the country will be at Steubenville [Ohio] 
czd Wednesday of Feb'y next, to hear statements about the wool 
trade of a most interesting character. There is no difficulty in the 
matter as we shall be abundantly able to show, if the farmers will 
only be true to themselves. . • . Matters of more importance to 

will then be than what kind Tarriif are to 
No sacrifise the only thing to get 

broad shouldered, farmers how 
have been imposed the whole cured 

eH1ect111ally " 

At this convention Brown made his peace with the Ohio 
wool-growers who had shipped to him, but he did not find a 
means of checkmating the cloth manufacturers. He read to 
the convention a report on the best mode of making wools 
ready for market and kindred subjects. It was resolved that 

care should in preparing the 
tha t depots be and 
for the sale Perkins & Brown East-

house, and a five, of which was 
was appointed foreign American 

wools.u The wicked manufacturers continued, however, to 
make trouble for the wool-growers and the commission house 
of Perkins & Brown, whose eventual retirement from the 
wool business is still laid at their doors. They did not wish 
the wool-growers to organize and unite; but in all fairness to 

manufacturers, final failure should shared 
Perkins & Brown For, 1"n/""o'l'\ 

business and 1849, 
evident that wholly lacking 

merchant's training, fitted for the 
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know how to trade, being far too rigid in his prices. He waited 
to make them un til he had all his wool sorted; then, when 
the prices were finally fixed, the manufacturers had bought 
elsewhere. It is related" that John Brown once declined 
sixty cents a pound for the firm's own splendid Saxony fleeces 
and insisted on shipping them to England for sale. The North
ampton, Massachusetts, manufacturer who made the offer 
bought this shipment in England, had it returned to Spring
field. and showed it in triumph to John Brown as having cost 
him in freight and all only fifty-two cents a pound, eight cents 
less than he had first offered for it. Brown had apparently 
put no restriction of price upon his London agent. 

The idea of checkmating the manufacturers by sales abroad 
continued to engross Brown. and he was finally able to carry 
out his idea of a trip to Europe in 1849. He sailed August 15, 
1849, by the steamer Cambria, arriving in London on the 27th, 
on a journey which afterwards played a great part in his dis
cussions of his military plans, for, aside from his business ven
ture, he was by this time particularly anxious to study some 
European fortifications. Finding on his arrival in London that 
no sales could be effected until the middle of September, he 
left for Paris on the 29th of August. Some of his first impres
sions of England are thus set down in a letter to his son: iii 

"England is a fine country. so far as I have seen; but nothing 
80 very wonderful has yet appeared to me. Their farming and 
stone-masonry are very good; cattle, generally more than middling 
good. Horses, as seen at Liverpool and London, and through the 
fine country betwixt these places, will bear no comparison with 
those of our Northern states, as they average. I am here told that 
I must go to the Park to see the fine horses of England, and I sup
pose I must; for the streets of London and Liverpool do not ex
hibit half the display of fine horses as do those of our cities. But 
what I judge from more than anything is the numerous breeding 
mares and colts among the growers. Their hogs are generally good, 
and mutton-sheep are almost everywhere as fat as pork." 

Of the people and their institutions John Brown recorded 
no impressions in the letters of this period now extant. Nor 
is his entire Continental itinerary known. According to care
fully saved hotel bills, I. he was in Calais on August 29 and 30, 
and in Hamburg on September 5. Between these two dates 
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he was in Paris, going thence to Brussels, where he visited 
the battlefield of Waterloo on his way eastward. Various 
surmises have been made as to where the other eleven or 
twelve days between his visit to Hamburg and his return to 
London were spent, but there is no documentary evidence 
to prove the number of battlefields he visited, or that he 
actually penetrated in so brief a time into Switzerland and 
Northern Italy, as is sometimes alleged. As already stated, 
this short trip to the Continent played a great part in his later 
conversations, when he was called upon to defend the peculiar 
features, from the military point of view, of his Harper's Ferry 
plans. But obviously, no thorough military studies were pos
sible in so scant a time as John Brown had in Europe. 

He was in London again not later than September 17, when 
an auction sale of some of his wool took place that set the seal 
of disaster upon his business venture. The story was thus 
related to his son by the traveller: 17 

DEAR SoN JOHN 
LoNDON [Friday] 21st Sept 1849 

I have nothing new to write excepting that I [am] still well & 
that on Monday last a lot of No.2 wool was sold at the auction sale 
at ~ t to ~ ~ or in other words at from .26 to .29 cents pr lb. This 
is a bad sale, & I have withdrawn all other wools from the public 
sales. Since the other wools have been withdrawn I have discov
ered a much greater interest amongst the buyers, & I am in hopes 
to succeed better with the other wools but cannot say yet how it 
will prove on the whole. I have a great deal of stupid, obstinate, 
prejudice, to contend with as well as conflicting interests: both in 
this country, & from the United States. I can only say that I have 
exerted myself to the utmost: & that if I cannot effect a better sale 
of the other wools privately: I shall start them back. I believe that 
not a pound of the No 2 wool was bought for the United States, 
& I learn that the general feeling is now: that it was quite under
sold. About 150 Bales were sold. I regret that so many were put 
up: but it cannot be helped now, for after wool has been subjected 
to a London examination for a public sale it is very much injured 
for selling again. The agent of Thirion Maillard & Co has been 
looking at them today, & seemed highly pleased, said he had never 
seen superior wools; & that he would see me again. We have not 
yet talked about price. I now think I shall begin to think of home 
quite in earnest at least in another fortnight possibly sooner. I do 
not think the sale made a full test of the opperation. 

Farewell Your Affectionate Father 
JOHN BROWN 
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On October 5, Brown had again returned to London, after 
visiting "Leeds, Wortley, Branley, Bradford & other places," 
and wrote thus to his son John, Jr. : II " I expect to close up the 
sale of wool here today, & to be on my way home One week 
from today .•.. It is impossible to sell the wool for near its 
value compared with other wools, but I expect to do better 
some than in the first sale. I have at any rate done my utmost, 
& can do no more. I do not expect to write again before I 
leave .... My health is good but I have been in the midst 
of sickness and death." During this interval, too, John Brown 
visited in London the first of the long series of world's fairs, 
and took advantage of it to exhibit some of the beautiful 
Saxony wool he had brought with him. Long after his return 
to his home, he received a bronze medal which the wool judges 
awarded him for his exhibit. Here, too, must be recorded the 
story early recorded by Redpath, of the attempt of some 
English wool-merchants to playa trick on the rustic Yankee 
farmer who came to them with wool to sell, by handing him 
a sample and asking him what he would do with it: "His eyes 
and fingers were so good that he had only to touch it to know 
that it had not the minute hooks by which fibres of wool are 
attached to each other. lGentlemen,' said he, lif you have 
any machinery that will work up dogs' hair, I would advise 
you to put this into it.' The jocose Briton had sheared a 
poodle and brought the hair in his pocket, but the laugh 
went against him; and Captain Brown, in spite of some pecul
iarities of dress and manner, soon won the respect of all he 
met." It is also said that if given samples of Ohio and Ver
mont wool, he could readily distinguish them when blind
folded or in the dark. 

Apparently he was able to despatch his business about as 
he had hoped to, for he was in New York by the end of Octo
ber, bringing back the wool that he was unable to sell. The 
loss on this venture was probably as high as forty thousand 
dollars." Not unnaturally this added neither to the standing 
nor the progress of the firm, and the skies were much dark
ened for the partners. Even before the trip to Europe, they 
had talked of giving up the business. Nearly a year later. 
John Brown thus described an interview with his financial 
backer and partner: 40 
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BOItGBTTSTOWN Pol 12th April 1850 

DEAR SoN JOHN, & WIFE 
When at New York on my way here I called at Mess Fowlers 

& Wells office, but you were absent. Mr. Perkins has made me a 
visit here, & left for home yesterday. All well in Essex when I left. 
All well at Akron when he left one week since. Our meeting to
gether was one of the most cordial, & pleasant, I ever experienced. 
He met a full history of our difficulties, & probable losses without 
a frown on his countenance, or one sylable of reflection, but on the 
contrary with words of comfort, & encouragement. He is wholly 
averse to any seperation of our business or interests, & gave me 
the fullest assurance of his undiminished confidence, & personal 
regard. He expressed a strong desire to have our flock of sheep 
remain undivided to become the joint possession of our families 
when we have gone off the stage. Such a meeting I had not dared 
to expect, & I most heartily wish each of my family could have 
shared in the comfort of it. Mr. Perkins has in this whole business 
from first to last set an example worthy of a Philosopher, or of a 
Christian. I am meeting with a good deal of trouble from those 
to whom we have OfJtr adfJQ.ncea but feel nerved to face any diffi
culty while God continues me such a partner. Expect to be in New 
York within 3 or 4 weeks.· 

By November the firm's situation was much worse. "We 
have trouble," wrote John Brown to his son on the 4th of 
that month,n "with Pickersgills, McDonald, Jones, Warren, 
Burlington & Patterson & Ewing. These different claims 
amount to $4,0 M; [$40,000] & if lost will leave me nice &- flat. 
(This is in confidence.) Mr. Perkins bears the trouble a great 
deal better than I had feared. I have been trying to collect 
& am still trying." Just a month later, he informed his sons 
that the prospect for the fine-wool business was improving. 
"What burdens me most of all is the apprehension that Mr. 
Perkins expects of me in the way of bringing matters to a 
close what no living man can possibly bring about in a short 
time, and that he is getting out of patience and becoming 
distrustful. . . . He is a most noble-spirited man, to whom 
I feel most deeply indebted; and no amount of money would 
atone to my feelings for the loss of confidence and cordiality 
on his part." That this loss did not come to pass is attested 
by a letter from Mr. Perkins's son, George T. Perkins, who 
writes:t "My father, Simon Perkins, was associated with Mr. 

• Signature missing. 
t To the author, from Akron, Ohio, December 26, 1908. 
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Brown in business for a number of years, and always regarded 
him as thoroughly honest and honorable in all his relations 
with him. Mr. Brown was, however, so thoroughly imprac
tical in his business management, as he was in almost every
thing else, that the business was not a success and was dis
continued. Their relations were afterwards friendly." On 
the other side, the Browns felt that too much responsibility 
had been put upon their father. While most successful as a 
railroad man, Mr. Perkins was not as well fitted by experience 
and aptitude for the wool business. But despite John Brown's 
failures, he gave him one chance after another. U John Brown 
was, however, entirely obstinate, insisted always on having 
his own way, and at last Mr. Perkins broke the connection." U 

The senior partner did not, moreover, share the junior's antip
athy to slavery. 

The final winding up of the firm's affairs lasted for some 
years, because of prolonged litigation growing out of the 
trouble with some of the houses and customers John Brown 
mentioned. Against one of them, Warren, his indignation 
was never checked. As late as April 16, 1858, he warned his 
family, when purchasing land from his daughter and son-in
law, against the possibility of trouble from creditors of Per
kins & Brown: U 

.. Since I wrote you, I have thoulfht it possible; though not prob
able; that some persons might be diSposed to hunt for any property 
I may be supposed to possess, on account of liabilities I incurred 
while concerned with Mr. Perkins. Such claims I ought not to pay 
if I had ever so muchgiflen me; for my service in Kansas. Most of 
you know that I gave up all I then had to Mr. Perkins while with 
him. • • • I also think that . • . aU the family had better decline 
saying anything about their land matters. Should any disturbance 
ever be made it will most likely come directly or indirectly through 
a scoundrel by the name of Warren who defrauded Mr. Perkins 
and lout of several thousand dollars." 

The trial of the Perkins & Brown suit against \Varren took 
place in Troy, New York, late in January, 1852; from a re
port of John Brown to .Mr. Perkins on the 26th of January,·~ 
it looked as if the suit were going in the firm's favor. He did 
obtain a verdict in this lower court, only to have it appealed 
to a higher court, with the result, according to John Brown, 
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that Warren was successful in his attempt to defraud the 
finn. A more serious suit was one brought against Perkins 
& Brown for no less than sixty thousand dollars damages, 
for breach of contract in supplying wool of certain grades 
to the Burlington Mills Company of Burlington, Vermont. It 
finally came to trial January 14, 1853, and after progressing 
somewhat it was settled out of court, his counsel deeming 
it wiser to compromise than to face a jury." There were still 
other suits brought by or against the firm to vex John Brown 
during these years 1850 to 1854, and to add by their costli
ness and tedious delays to the financial losses. This was the 
unfortunate wind-up to John Brown's career as a wool-mer
chant. Thereafter he lived first on the products of his farm
ing in Ohio or in the Adirondacks, and then on gifts made to 
maintain him as a guerrilla leader in Kansas, or as a prospective 
invader of Virginia. From August, 1856, when he first re
turned from Kansas, until October, 1859, he was thus main
tained, without a regular business or regular labor of any 
kind, while part of his family obtained a penurious living 
in the Adirondacks, and the grown sons shared their father's 
poverty and hardships in Kansas or worked and farmed at 
intervals in Ohio, until the final disaster at Harper's Ferry. 
Although unable to impress others with his fitness as a busi
ness man, when he finally abandoned the career of a mer
,chant for that of a warrior against slavery, he had so little 
.difficulty in convincing friends and acquaintances of his abil
:ity, usefulness and sagacity as a guerrilla chief and leader of 
a slave revolt, that he readily obtained thousands of dollars to 
maintain him and his followers during at least three years of 
their warring upon the South's cherished ownership of human 
property. 

I t is only just to add that, while the financial losses of 
Perkins & Brown's mercantile business were heavy, Mr. Per
kins was not only willing to continue in the farming and 
sheep-raising part of it with Brown, but insisted on it until 
well into the spring of 1854. The last year of this phase of 
their joint enterprise was "quite successful." "We have 
great reason to be thankful,"wrote John Brown in February, 
"that we have had so prosperous a year, and have terminated 
Qur connection with Mr. Perkins so comfortably and on such 
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friendly terms."" Early in April, 1854, he again wrote: .. I 
had a most comfortable time settling last year's business and 
dividing with Mr. Perkins and have to say of his dealings 
with me that he has shown himself to be every inch a gen
t1eman."" The only drawback, in John Brown's mind, was 
his inability to move his family back to North Elba. This he 
had to put off for another year, during which he rented and 
worked three farms near Akron, meanwhile turning every
thing into cash that he could in preparation for the final 
settlement in his new home in the Adirondacks. 

For John Brown was content to stay neither in Akron nor 
anywhere else in Ohio. The residence of his family in Spring
field had lasted, all told, but two years, from 1847 to 1849; 
then the restlessness of his nature dictated another move. 
While in Springfield he occupied the house at number 31 
Franklin Street, where Frederick Douglass found him, and in 
which his daughter Ellen was born on May 20, 1848, only to 
die a year later in her sorely tried father's arms. Still another 
child, an infant son, he was yet to lose, - the seventh of the 
thirteen children of his second marriage to die in childhood, 
while two more were destined to perish at Harper's Ferry 
before his eyes. I t is still remembered that the parlor of this 
Springfield house was not furnished, that the money it would 
cost might be given to fugitive slaves!' Indeed, Springfield 
still abounds in anecdotes of the wool-dealer in whom, at the 
time of his residence there, no one saw any signs of greatness. 
The best known one concerns his attempt to prove that the 
hypnotism practised by La Roy Sunderland, a well-known 
hypnotist of this period, 1848 or 1849, was a fraud. So many 
garbled versions of this story have appeared from time to 
time that it is best to give it in Mr. Sunderland's own words, 
as he described it on December 9, 1859: 4 • 

.. His conduct in one of my lectures on Pathetism, in Springfield, 
Mass., some twelve years since, has been referred to in the papers, 
lately. That occasion offered a grand opportunity for the exhibi
tion of his real character, as, at that time, he had not engaged i~ 
the defence of Kansas, and he had had no personal encount~rs 
with Slavery. He had witnessed the surgical operation performed 
on a lady whom I had rendered insensible to pain, as she alleged, 
by Pathetism. This, with the other phenomena which he witnessed 
in my lectures, was beyond his comprehension; and so he arose one 
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evening, and pronounced my lectures a humbug, and he offered to 
prove it, if I would only allow him to come upon my platform, 
and lest the consciousness of one of my patients. To this proposal 
I consented, on two conditions, namely, that his tests should not 
endanger the health of my patient; and this to be determined by 
the physicians of the town; and secondly, that Brown himself 
should submit to the same processes which he should inflict upon 
the entranced lady. To this he readily agreed, although it was 
quite evident that when he at first proposed his test he had no idea 
of going through with it himself. He had consulted a physician for a 
process which should, beyond all doubt, demonstrate the conscious
ness of pain, if any such consciousness existed in the lady who was 
entranced. And so the next night, Brown and his physicians were 
on hand, with a vial of concentrated ammonia and a quantity (g. s.) 
of dolichos pruriens (cowhage). This 'cow itch,' as it is sometimes 
called, is the sharp hair of a plant, and when applied to the skin, it acts 
mechanically for a long time, tormenting the sufferer like so many 
thistles or needles being constantly thrust into the nerves. No one, 
I am sure, would willingly consent to suffer the application of cow
hage to his body more than once. Brown bore it like a hero. But, 
then, he had the advantage of the entranced lady- the skin of his 
neck looking like sole leather; it was tanned by the sun, and looked 
as if it was impervious. Not so, however, when the ammonia was 
held to his nose; for then, by a sudden jerk of his head, it became 
manifest that he could not, by his own volition, screw up his nervous 
system to endure what I had rendered a timid lady able to bear 
without any manifestation of pain. The infliction upon Brown was 
a terrible one, for he confessed, three days afterwards, that he had 
not been able to sleep at all since the cowhage was rubbed into his 
neck. In submitting himself to that test, the audience declared him 
'foolhardy,' as it proved nothing against the genuineness of my 
experiments. It would not follow, that because he could endure 
an extraordinary amount of physical pain, therefore another per
son could· do the same. The degree of COURAGE manifested by 
John Brown made him the extraordinary man he was ..•• " 

The church Brown attended while in Springfield was natu
rally the Zion Methodist, for it was fonned by dissenters from 
an older church because of their anti-slavery views. John 
Brown found also a congenial friend in a Mr. Conkling, a 
clergyman, who later became estranged from his congregation 
by reason of his Abolition opinions. 50 While John Brown 
himself never faltered in his religious faith, the backsliding 
of his sons disturbed him not a little, so that he wrote to them 
a number of pathetically earnest letters, endeavoring to recall 
them to the ways of godliness. It was characteristic of him 
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that, strong as was his nature and intense as was his belief 
in the orthodox Congregational faith, this difference of reli
gious conviction never interfered with the affection which 
existed between father and sons. To some of his children he 
addressed the following letter on this subject while in Troy, 
New York: u 

TROY, N. Y., 23 Jan. 1852 1 
DEAR CHILDREN: 

I returned here on the evening of the 12th inst. and left Akron 
on the 14th, the date of your letter to John. I was very glad to 
hear from you again in that way, not having received anything from 
you while at home. I left all in usual health and as comfortable as 
could be expected; but am aftlicted with 'YOU on. account of your 
little Boy. Hope to hear by return mail that you are all well. AB 
in this trouble you are only tasteing of a cup I have had to drink of 
deeply, and very often; I need not tell how fully I can sympathize 
with you in your anxiety. My attachments to this world have been 
very strong, and Divine Providence has been cutting me loose one 
bond after another, up to the present time, but notwithstanding 
I have so much to remind me that all ties must soon be severed; I 
am still clinging like those who have hardly taken a single lesson. I 
really hope some of my family may understand that this world is 
not the Iwme of man; and act in accordance. Wh'Y may I not hope 
this of you? When I look forward as regards the religious prospects 
of my numerous family (the most of them) I am forced to say, and 
to feel too; that I have little, very little to cheer. That this should 
be so, is I perfectly well understand, the legitimate fruit of my own 
planting; and that only increases my punishment. Some ten or 
twelve years ago I was cheered with the belief that my elder chil
dren had chosen the Lord to be their God j and I valued much on 
their influence and example in attoning for my deficiency and bad 
example with the younger children. But, where are we now 'I Sev
eral have gone to where neither a good or a bad example from me 
will better their condition or prospects, or make them the worse. 
The younger part of my children seem to be far less thoughtful and 
disposed to reflection than were my older children at their age. I 
will not dwell longer on this distressing subject but only say that 
so far as I have gone; it is from no disposition to reflect on anyone 
but myself. I think I can clearly discover where I wandered from 
the Road. How to now get on it with my family is beyond my abil
ity to see; or my courage to hope. God grant you thorough conver
sion from sin, and full purpose of heart to continue steadfast in his 
ways through the fJery short season of trial you will have to pass. 

How long we shall continue here is beyond our ability to foresee, 
but think it very probable that if you write us by return mail we 
aball get your letter. Something may possibly happen that may 
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enable us, or one of us, to go and see you but do not look for us. I 
should feel it a great privilege if I could. We seem to be getting 
along well with our business, so far; but progress miserably slow. 
My journeys back and forth this winter have been very tedious. 
If you find it difficult for you to pay for Douglas paper, I wish you 
would let me know as I know I look some liberty in. ordering it con
tinued. You have been very kind in helping me and I do not mean 
to make myself a burden. 

Your Affectionate Father 
JOHN BROWN. 

On the 6th of August of the same year he again took up the 
religious question with his son John in this fashion: 61 

DEAR SoN JOHN 
AKa<)II, Ohio 6th Aug 1852 

One word in regard to the religious belief of yourself, & the ideas 
of several of my children. My affections are too deep rooted to be 
alienated from them, but cmy Grey Hairs must go down to the grave 
in sorrow,' unless the ctrue God' forgive their denyal, & rejection 
of him, & open their Eyes. I am perfectly conscious that their C Eyes 
are blinded' to the real Truth, & minds prejudiced by Hearts un
reconciled to their maker & judge; & that they have no right appre
ciation of his true character, nor of their Own. C A deceived Hea,., 
hath turned them aside.' That God in infinite mercy for Christa 
sake may grant to you & Wealthy, & to my other Children CEyes 
to see' is the most earnest and constant prayer of your Affectionate 
Father 

JOHN BROWN. 

Just a year later, John Brown returned to the charge and 
spent a month writing a letter of pamphlet length, mostly 
composed of Scriptural quotations strung together. II U I do 
notfeel C estranged from my children,'" he wrote, Ubut I cannot 
flatter them, nor cry peace when there is no peace." He was 
particularly pained because, as he said of his younger sons: 
U After thorough and candid investigation they have discovered 
the Bible to be aU a fiction! Shall I add that a letter received 
from you sometime since gave me little else than pain and 
sorrow? 'The righteous shall hold on his way:' CBy and by 
he is offended.''' 

I t was his all-impelling desire to help the colored people 
that led him early to plan for the removal of his family to the 
Adirondacks. Gerrit Smith, of Peterboro, had offered to give, 
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on August I, 1846, no less than one hundred and twenty 
thousand acres of land of his vast patrimony in northern 
New York to worthy colored people, whom he aided in many 
other ways as well.u By April 8, 1848, John Brown had fully 

settle his family in midst of the negro ","V""","'"'''', 
them by example precept. He later ""Qi:+~ 

hr,..+h,,,,r_,in Orson then living 
and from home went on 

diroDlia(:k wilderness as Ii ttle negro 
of where he convinced that this 
place for him to settle. He was at once charmed with the 
superb scenery which has made this region of late such a 
highly prized summer resort. The great mountains appealed 
irresistibly to him, and the negro colony offered an opportu
nity for training men in the armed warfare against slavery 
which taking shape Gerrit Smith, 

visited on April seeing North 
was greatly' pleased at the having so l'lnlrt'lu 

experienced farmer settle and became tnrl'!''''" 

a of his visitor Springfield. II Thus 
relationship of enormous value to John Brown as years 
passed, without which it is by no means certain that he could 
have obtained the II greatest or principal object" of his life to 
the extent he did. No one in the North was more earnest in 
his opposition to slavery than Gerrit Smith, and none could 
reinforce opinions with 
as as unselfishly. 

independent ","GAlIUl\JIG 

figure in State 
on Congress, Greeley thus described 
Smith to readers: 51 "We are heartily glad that Gerrit 
Smith is going to Washington. He is an honest, brave, kind
hearted Christian philanthropist, whose religion is not put 
aside with his Sunday cloak, but lasts him clear through the 
week. We think him very in some of his notions of 

eeonomy, and quite in his ideas 
is inimical to that injustice 
but we heartily more such great, pure, 

their way into He will find 
but comfortable, presence there 
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good, and the country will know him better and esteem him 
more highly than it has yet done." Of this philanthropist 
Brown purchased several farms, paying for them as rapidly as 
his circumstances permitted. 

The first removal of his family to North Elba or Timbucto, 
as it was called in its early days, occurred in the spring of 1849, 
the year of his European trip. As there was no home on his 
land and he could not himself reside much in North Elba, 
because of the necessity of carrying on the business in Spring
field, John Brown hired for two years the farm of a Mr. Flan
ders, on the road from Keene to Lake Placid.17 I t had a good 
barn on it, but only a tiny one-story house. "It is small," said 
Brown to his family, "but the main thing is aU keep good 
natured." Some fine Devon cattle bought in Connecticut 
were driven to the new heme by three sons, Owen, Watson and 
Salmon, and with these animals Brown won, in September, 
1850, a prize at the Essex County Fair by an exhibition of cat
tle which, according to the annual report of the exhibition s0-

ciety in control, "attracted great attention and added much 
to the interest of the fair." 18 He was able, also, to buy an ex
cellent pair of horses; the driver, Thomas Jefferson, a colored 
man, who at the same time moved his family from Troy to 
North Elba, was in Brown's employ until the first stay in this 
bleak mountain home came to an end. That Brown felt deeply 
his responsibility towards his negro neighbors appears from 
the following extract from a letter, one of many written to 
Willis A. Hodges, who was likewise active in settling negroes 
on the Smith lands:·t 

SPRlNGIrIELD, MASS. January 22,1849. 

FRIEND HODGES-DEAR SIR: Yours of the 11th January reached 
me a day or two since. We are all glad to hear from you again and 
that you were getting along well with the exception of your own 
ill health. We hope to hear better news from you in regard to that 
the next we get from you .... 

Say to my colored friends with you that they will be no losers by 
keeping their patience a little about building lots. They can busy 
themselves in cutting plenty of hard wood and in getting any work 
they can find until spnng, and they need not fear getting too much 
wood provided. Do not let anyone forget the vast importance of 
sustaining the very best character for honesty, truth, industry and 
faithfulness. I hope every one will be determined to not merely 
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conduct as well as the whites, but to set them an example in all 
things. I am much pleased that your nephew has concluded to hang 
on like a man. 

With my best wishes for every one, I remain, 
Yours in truth 

JOHN BROWN 

P. S. I hear that all are getting thrQugh the winter middling well 
at Timbucto, for which I would praise the Lord. J. B. 

The original settlers were not particularly pleased at the 
arrival of so many colored people, and were reluctant at first 
to supply them with provisions, charging, when they did 
so, exorbitant prices. So rapidly were the new arrivals' 
means exhausted that there was some danger of famine. When 
John Brown came on the scene, he at once defended them 
against those who sought to injure them, saving to one col
ored man the farm of which he was being cheated. Seeing 
their destitution, he sought in every way to provide work 
for them, and on each Sabbath when he was there, he called 
the negroes together for instruction in the Scriptures. On 
October 25, 1848, before he had moved to North Elba, he 
bought five barrels of pork and five of flour, and shipped 
them to Mr. Hodges; the contents of at least four of these 
barrels were distributed among the needy colored at Tim
bucto.'o But even with all of the supervision and aid John 
Brown and Hodges gave, these settlements were not a success. 
Beautiful as the region was and is, it is not a farming coun
try. To live required the most arduous labor in the brief 
summer season. There were few tourists to help out the set
tlers' income, and the cold, desolate and bleak winters bore 
heavily upon all, but particularly upon the negroes, many of 
whom were there by virtue of their having fled from slavery 
in the warm Southern States, where they had known hitherto 
no stimulus to labor save the lash. There were good common 
schools, and a church at which, in summer, visiting ministers 
of note preached.11 But with all that, North Elba was a dreary 
and an inaccessible place, particularly in winter. On one occa
sion, strong as he was, John Brown nearly lost his life in the 
deep snow in endeavoring to walk in from Keene. .. Before he 
came within several miles of home," so his daughter Ruth re
membered the story, 82 "he gQt so tired and lame that he had to 
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sit down in the road. The snow was very deep and the road but 
little trodden. He got up again after a little while, went on as 
far as he could, and sat down once more. He walked a long 
distance in that way, and at last lay down with fatigue, in the 
deep snow beside the path, and thought he should get chilled 
there and die. While lying so, a man passed him on foot, but 
did not notice him. Father guessed the man thought he was 
drunk, or else did not see him. He lay there and rested a while 
and then started on again, though in great pain, and made out 
to reach the first house, Robert Scott's. . . ." 

Shortly after the Brown family moved into the Flanders 
house at North Elba, Richard Henry Dana, Jr., of Boston, and 
two friends came to their home, June 27, 1849, in a state 
of utter exhaustion, having lost their way in the woods and 
been for twenty-four hours without food. They were kindly 
received and cared for. Fortunately, Mr. Dana kept an exten
sive diary, which enabled him in after years to publish the fol
lowing account from it of his impressions of the Brown family 
in the Adirondacks:" 

II The place belonged to a man named Brown, originally from 
Berkshire in Massachusetts, a thin, sinewy, hard-favored, clear
headed, honest-minded man, who had spent all his days as a frontier 
farmer. On conversing with him, we found him well informed on 
most subjects, especially in the natural sciences. He had books, 
and had evidently made a diligent use of them. Having acquired 
some property, he was able to keep a good farm, and had confess
edly the best cattle and best farming utensils for miles around. 
His wife looked superior to the poor place they lived in, which was a 
cabin, with only four rooms. She appeared to be out of health. He 
seemed to have an unlimited family of children, from a cheerful, 
nice healthy woman of twenty or so, and a full sized red-haired son, 
who seemed to be foreman of the farm, through every grade of boy 
and girl to a couple that could hardly speak plain. . . . June 29, 
Friday - After breakfast, started for home .•.. We stopped at 
the Browns' cabin on our way, and took affectionate leave of the 
family that had shown us so much kindness. We found them at 
breakfast, in the patriarchal style. Mr. and Mrs. Brown and their 
large family of children with the hired men and women, including 
three negroes, all at the table together. Their meal was neat, 
substantial, and wholesome." 

John Brown was at North Elba in January, 1851, soon after 
the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law, which stirred him to 
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the depths and had just led him to organize his Springfield 
Gileadites. He at once went around among his colored friends 
who were fugitives and urged them to resist the law at all costs. 
Men and women, he declared, should arm themselves and re
fuse to be taken alive. He told his children of this wicked bill, 
and commanded them to join in resisting any attempt that 
might be made to drag back into Southern chains their neigh
bors who had been slaves, and to give no thought to possible 
fines and imprisonment. "Our faithful boy, Cyrus," wrote 
Mrs. Ruth Brown Thompson afterwards, "was one of that 
class and it aroused our feelings so that we would all have 
defended him, if the women folks had had to resort to hot 
water. Father said 'Their cup of iniquity is almost full.'" 

The reasons for John Brown's abandonment of North Elba 
in 1851 ,after only two years there, were the burden of the law
suits of Perkins & Brown, which kept him travelling about 
from one place to another, and the necessity of continuing in 
partnership with Mr. Perkins in the farming and sheep-raising 
side of their business. It was in March, 1851, that he again 
moved his family, now so accustomed to shifting its domicile, 
back to Akron, the sons driving overland the prize Devon cat
tle." As we have seen,the partnership with Mr. Perkins could 
not be terminated as quickly thereafter as John Brown had 
hoped, and when it was, he was compelled to work the three 
hired farms for another year before he had accumulated suffi
cient money to move back to North Elba and to make possible 
his venture to Kansas. Throughout 1854 he was busily plan
ning for his removal to North Elba and for the purchase of an
other small farm there. The record-breaking drought of 1854 
ruined many farmers in Ohio, but he fared much better, accord
ing to a letter to his children of August 24, 1854, than most 
people. His two sons, Jason and Owen, were living on a large 
farm belonging to Mr. Perkins near Tallmadge; they with 
John Brown, Jr., had, as already stated, made up their minds 
to seek new homes in Kansas, in order to help stem the slave
power which, with the opening of that Territory by the Kan
sas and Nebraska act of May 30, 1854, was now seeking to 
make Kansas its own. On February 13, 1855, John Brown 
felt certain that he could get off to North Elba with his 
immediate family in March; to accomplish this purpose he 
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was willing, if necessary, to sacrifice some of his Devon cat
tle." Not until June, 1855, however, was he able to make the 
move: 

DEAR CHILDREN 
ROCKFORD ILL 4th June 1855 

I write just to say that I have finally sold mycattlewithoutmak
ing much sacrifise; & expect to be on the way home Tomorrow. 
Oliver expects to remain behind & go to Kansas. After I get home 
I expect to set out with the family for North Elba as soon as we 
can get ready: & we may possibly get off this Week; but hardly 
think we can. I have heard nothing further as yet from the Boys 
at Kansas All were well at home a few days since. 

Your Affectionate Father 
JOHN BROWN-

When he and his charges finally arrived at North Elba, they 
moved into an unplastered four-room house, the rudest kind 
of a pioneer home, built for him by his son-in-law, Henry 
Thompson, who had married his daughter Ruth. Here the 
family still lived when the disaster at Harper's Ferry deprived 
it of its head and two of his most promising sons. But though 
John Brown was so attracted by North Elba as to buy three 
farms there,87. and though the very pioneering aspect of the 
new life appealed to him, his restlessness'left him no peace. 
He was now ready to abandon the field to which in the year 
before he had felt himself committed to operate, and to follow 
his sons to Kansas. So strong was the call to duty there that 
he was impelled to leave everything at North Elba,- the un
completed house, the newly arrived family with no fixed means 
of support and the severest of winter climates to contend with, 
his activity among his colored neighbors, and his still unpaid 
debts in Ohio and elsewhere. Besides his sons, Owen, Oliver, 
Salmon, Frederick, Jason and John Brown, Jr., Henry Thomp
son, too, yielded to the desire to aid in carving out with axe 
and rifle Kansas's destiny. There remained at North Elba 
of the grown sons only Watson, then in his twentieth year, to 
aid their brave mother and home-keeper. But she was quite 
ready to fight cold and privation, if thereby her husband and 
sons could live up to what they as truly considered the call of 
duty as did their Revolutionary ancestor, who gave up his life 
in New York City, the appeal to arms in 1777. 
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Thenceforth John Brown could give free rein to his Wander
lust; the shackles of business life dropped from him. He was 
now bowed and rapidly turning gray: to every one's lips the ad
jective "old" leaped as they saw him. But his was not the age 
of senility, nor of weariness with life: nor were the lines of care 
due solely to family and business anxieties, or the hard labor of 
the fields. They were rather the marks of the fires consuming 
within: of the indomitable purpose that was the mainspring of 
every action: of a life devoted, a spirit inspired. Emancipa
tion from the counter and the harrow came joyfully to him at 
the time of life when most men begin to long for rest and the 
repose of a quiet, well-ordered home. Thenceforth he was free 
to move where he pleased, to devote every thought to his bat
tle with the slave-power he staggered, which then knew no
thing of his existence. 

The metamorphosis was now complete. The staid, sombre 
merchant and patriarchal family-head was ready to become 
Captain John Brown of Osawatomie, at the mere mention of 
whose name Border Ruffians and swashbuckling adherents 
of the institution of slavery trembled and often fled. Kansas 
gave John Brown the opportunity to test himself as a guerrilla
leader for which he had longed; for no other purpose did he 
proceed to the Territory; to become a settler there, as he had 
hoped to in Virginia in 1840, was furthest from his thoughts. 
Leadership came readily to him; to those who fell under his 
sway, it seemed as natural that he should become the com
mander as that there should be a President in Washington. 
Even those who walked not in his ways respected him as a 
captain of grim determination, of iron will. Of no particular 
distinction as an executive in his business enterprises, he had 
somehow or other acquired in the home circle, in the marts 
of trade, in the quiet fields and woods, that something which 
makes some men as inevitably leaders as others are predes
tined to become satellites or lieutenants of those of stronger 
will, greater imagination and clearer prevision. Imagination 
our wool-merchant had, even if its range was not great; for 
when the hour came to act, he was on hand with his nerves 
under control, his head clear, his courage unbounded, ready 
to meet emergencies. Indeed, one may ask if he really had 
nerves, so complete was their subordination to the ego, to the 
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will that forced its own way, either when it was a matter of 
convincing rebellious followers of the wisdom of the plan they 
revolted against, or of standing steadily on the scaffold trap
door to eternity. Yet this man was the product of piping 
times of peace; of the counting-room and the petty life of the 
rural follower of a trade, which are so widely supposed to 
weaken the fibre, attenuate the blood and develop the craven. 
The secret of this riddle lies not merely in the Puritan inher
itances of John Brown, nor in his iron will, nor in his ability 
to visualize himself and his men in a mountain stronghold of 
the Alleghenies. To all these powers of an intense nature were 
added the driving force of a mighty and unselfish purpose, 
and the readiness to devote life itself to the welfare of others. 
However one may dislike the methods he adopted or the 
views he held, here is, after all, the explanation of the forging 
of this rough, natural leader of men. "Why," said one of his 
abolition co-workers, who believed in very different means 
of attacking slavery, "it is the best investment for the soul's 
welfare possible to take hold of something that is righteous 
but unpopular. . . . It teaches us to know ourselves, to know 
what we are relying on, whether we love the praise of men, 
or the praise of God." The essentially ennobling feature of 
John Brown's career, that which enabled him to draw men 
to him as if by a magnet, was his willingness to suffer for 
others,-in short, the straightforward unselfishness of the 
man. 

As John Brown left for Kansas, he turned once more 
to • the members of his family and said: "If it is so painful 
for us to part with the hope of meeting again, how of poor 
slaves?"· 
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CHAPTER III 

IN THE WAKE OF THE WAR CLOUD 

you or any are disposed Kansas or 
Nebraska, with defeat Satan legions in 

direction, I word to say; committed 
operate in another the field. If so com-

mitted, I would be on my way this fall," - thus it was that 
John Brown wrote to his son John on August 21, 1854.1 The 
latter and his brothers had, as we have seen, grown restless 
in Ohio, where they then resided with but indifferent prospects 
for material success, particularly because of the damage 
done by the 1854; I and the of their 
uncle, the Rev. Lyle Adair, to Kansas, 

determined settling in that Kansas 
they would, gone had he them, 

their inherited antipathy to slavery earnest 
observers of the exciting political conditions resulting from 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill, which left to the settlers them
selves the decision whether slavery should or should not exist 
within those Territories. This abrogation of the Missouri 
Compromise of 1820, which had prohibited slavery north of 

30' north roused its enemies the North to 
unwonted efforts. reasoned, the could thus 
abrogate a sacred which had years 
prevented the slavery toward it might 
within a few years extension of institu-
tion to still other portions of the original Louisiana purchase 
acquired from France in 1803. Only seven years had then 
elapsed since the unholy war with Mexico had made possible 
the annexation of the great State of Texas and the other Terri
tories acquired by the peace treaty of 1848. That tremendous 
expansion to the south southwest would, thought, 
satisfy the years to come. wasteful-

and of their methods 
uneconomic character 

made the appetite lands insatiable. 
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Moreover, Southern leaders were blind neither to the danger 
to their political supremacy involved in the carving of new 
free States out of the great West, whose possibilities were now 
beginning to be understood because of the rush to Califor
nia, nor to the peculiarly dangerous position of their outpost 
State, Missouri.' With Illinois on the east and Iowa on the 
north, if Kaflsas and Nebraska should become free territory, 
Missouri would be surrounded on three sides by Abolitionists, 
and the safety of her unpaid labor system would be gravely 
menaced. Since the popular indignation in the North had 
failed to prevent the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, 
for which forty-four Northern Democrats voted in the House 
and fourteen in the Senate, under the lead of Stephen A. 
Douglas, the North could revenge itself only by preventing 
the return to Washington of thirty-seven out of the forty
four Congressmen, I and by throwing itself heartily into the 
work of beating the South at its own game of colonization. 
By emigrant aid societies, by widespread appeals to the 
liberty-loving citizens of the North to settle Kansas, by mass 
meetings and public subscriptions to the funds raised to for
ward settlers in large parties to the new Territories, - in a 
hundred different ways, some of the necessary thousands were 
induced to become a living bulwark to the extension of slav
ery. Fortunately for them, the propagandists were aided enor
mously by the rich character of the Kansas soil, the beauty 
of its prairies, the charm of its climate, and the promise of its 
streams. Had there been no question of slavery or freedom 
involved, there must have been the same prompt taking up 
of the public lands which has inevitably followed the throwing 
open of new territory to settlement. The sons of John Brown 
were no more unmoved by the "glowing accounts of the 
extraordinary fertility, healthfulness and beauty of the terri
tory of Kansas," than were thousands of others who sold off 
their homes in N ew York, Ohio and Illinois to better their 
fortunes beyond the Missouri River. To many of them, as to 
the Browns, the opportunity to help save Kansas from the 
curse of slavery was heartily welcome; to multitudes of others 
this was a subsidiary issue, which interested them but little 
until they suddenly found themselves in the maelstrom of 
Kansas political passions and compelled to take sides, what
ever their original opinions or desires. 
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Owen, Frederick and Salmon Brown left Ohio for KanSas, 
all unsuspicious of the tragedies before them, in October, 1854, 
taking eleven head of cattle and three horses, their joint 
property, to Chicago by water, and driving them thence to 
Meridosia, Illinois. Here men and animals wintered until the 
arrival of spring made it possible for them to cross the Mis
souri.1 On April 20, 1855, they entered Kansas, and on May 
7, Jason and John were also at Osawatomie,' having left Ohio 
with their families at the opening of navigation. * Theirs was 
a typical Kansas settler's journey; to hundreds of other 
Kansas home-seekers would John Brown, Jr.'s narrative of 
this migration read almost as if written of their own experi
ences after leaving St. Louis: 

II At this period there were no railroads west of St. Louis; our 
journey must be continued by boat on the Missouri at a time of 
extremely low water, or by stage at great expense. We chose the 
river route, taking passage on the steamer 'New Lucy,' which too 
late we found crowded with passengers, mostly men from the South 
bound for Kansas. That they were from the South was plainly in
dicated by their language and dress; while their drinking, profanity, 
and display of revolvers and bowie-knives, openly wearing them as 
an essential part of their make-up, clearly showed the class to which 
they belonged and that their mission was to aid in establishing 
slavery in Kansas. 

II A box of fruit-trees and grape-vines which my brother Jason 
had brought from Ohio, our plow and the few agricultural imple
ments we had on the deck of that steamer, looked lonesome, for 
these were all we could see which were adapted to the occupations 
of peace. Then for the first time arose in our mind the Query: Must 
the fertile prairies of Kansas, through a struggle at arms, be first 
secured to freedom before free men can sow and reap? If so, how 
poorly were we prepared for such work will be seen when I say that 
for arms for five of us brothers we had only two small SQuirrel rifles 
and one revolver. But before we reached our destination other 
matters claimed our attention. Cholera, which then prevailed to 
some extent at St. Louis, broke out among our passengers, a num
ber of whom died. Among these, Brother Jason's son, Austin, aged 
four years, the elder of his two children, fell a victim to this scourge, 
and while our boat lay by for repair of a broken rudder at Waverley, 
Mo., we buried him at night near that panic-stricken town, our 

• Mrs. Annie Brown Adams states that Salmon and Oliver Brown, as well as 
their father and Henry Thompson, went to Kansas only to fight, not to settlei 
the others were home-seekers. (See her letter of September 5, 1886, to the Kan
sas Historical Society.) 
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lonely way illumined only by the lightning of a furious thunder
storm. 

"True to his spirit of hatred of Northern people, our captain, 
without warning to us on shore, cast off his lines and left us to make 
our way by stage to Kansas City, to which place we had already 
paid our fare by boat. Before we reached there, however, we be
came very hungry, and endeavored to buy food at various farm
houses on the way; but the occupants, judging from our speErlt 
that we were not from the South, always denied us, saying, 'We 
have nothing for you.' The only exception to this answer was at 
the stage-house at Independence, Mo. 

"Arrived in Kansas, her lovely prairies and wooded streams 
seemed to us indeed like a haven of rest. ·Here in prospect we saw 
our cattle increased to hundreds and possibly to thousands, fields 
of corn, orchards, and vineyards. At once we set about the work 
through which only our visions of prosperity could be realized. Our 
tents would suffice for shelter until we could plow our land, plant 
com and other crops, fruit-trees, and vines, cut and secure us hay 
enough of the waving grass to supply our stock the coming winter.'" 

But if they were thus apparently bent on the occupations of 
peace, they were from the beginning keeping an eye out for 
the clash of arms. In his very first letter from the Territory 
to his father, dated "Brownsville," May 21, 1855, Salmon, 
while mentioning his "very pleasant trip through Missouri," 
added: 

II We saw some of the curses of slavery and. they are many. • •. 
The boys have their feelings well worked up so that I think that 
they will fight. there is a great lack of arms here in Brownsville. 
I feel more like fight now than I ever did before and would be glad 
to go to Alabama." 

He reported further that he had no doubt of the success of 
their emigration, for they had as many as five good claims, 
had planted considerably and could already behold the first 
tender shoots pushing their way into the air. Their claims 
were eight miles from Osawatomie, on the very outskirts of 
which stood and yet stands the picturesque log-cabin which 
for nearly fifty years served as the homestead of the Adair 
family, and is still prized by them beyond all other earthly 
possessions. Here the Browns were certain of a hearty wel
come from their father's half-sister Florilla and her husband, 
the Rev. Mr. Adair. 
~ On May 20 and 24, John Brown, Jr., wrote a long, 
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minutely detailed letter to his father, in which appear clearly 
the mixed motives that had led to the emigration. The char
acter of the country, the weather encountered, the planting 
operations and the implements in use are all set forth, as well 
as the low financial condition to which their frontier venture 
had already brought them, and their almost general satisfac
tion with the change:' 

". . . Salmon Fredk and Owen say that they never was in a coun,. 
try that begun to please them as well. And I will say, that the 
present prospect for health, wealth, and usefulness much exceeds 
even my most sanguine anticipations. I know of no country where 
a poor man endowed with a share of common sense & with health, 
can get a start so easy. If we can succeed in making this a free State~ 
a great work will be accomplished for mankind." 

But the really important part of the letter deals with the 
political impressions already acquired by the new settlers of 
four weeks' standing: 

" And now I come to the matter, that more than all else I intended 
should be the princi~ subject of this letter. I tell you the truth, 
when I say that whtle the interest of despotism has secured to its 
cause hundreds and thousands of the meanest and most desperate 
of men, armed to the teeth with Revolvers, Bowie Knives, Rifles 
& Cannon, - while they are not only thoroughly organized, but 
under pay from Slave-holders - the friends of freedom are not one 
fourth of them half armed, and as to Military Organisation among 
them it no where exists in this territory unless they have recently 
done something in Lawrence. The result of this is that the people 
here exhibit the most abject and cowardly spirit, whenever their' 
dearest rights are invaded and trampled down by the lawless bands 
of Miscreants which Missouri has ready. at a moment's call. to 
pour in upon them. This is the general effect upon the people here 
so far as I have noticed, there are a few, and but a few exceptions. 
Of course these foreign Scoundrels know what kind of 'AUies' they 
have to meet. They boast that they can obtain possession of the 
polls in any of our election precincts without having to fire a gun. 
I enclose a piece which I cut from a St. Louis paper named the St. 
Louis 'Republican ,.' it shows the spirit which moves them. Now 
Missouri is not alone in the undertaking to make this a Slave State. 
Every Slaveholding State from Virginia to Texas is furnishing.men 
and money to fasten Slavery upon this glorious land, by means no 
matter how foul. . . . 

.. Now the remedy we propose is, that the Anti slavery portion 
of the inhabitants should immediately, thoroufhly arm and organise 
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1hemselr1u in military companies. In order to effect this, some per
sons must begin and lead in the matter. Here are 5 men of us who 
are not only anxious to fully prepare, but are thoroughly deter
mined to fight. We can see no other way to meet the case. As in 
the language of the memorial lately signed by the people here and 
sent to Congress petitioning help, • it is no longer a question of negro 
sl.avery, but it is the enslavement of ourselves.' 

"The General Government may be petitioned until the people 
here are grey, and no redress will be had so long as it makes slavery 
its paramount interest. - We have among us 5, I Revolver, I Bowie 
Knife, I middling good Rifle I poor Rifle, I small pocket pistol 
and 2 slung shot. What we need in order to be thoroughly armed 
for each man, is I Colts large sized Revolver, I Allen & Thurbers' 
large sized Revolver manufactured at Worcester, Mass, I Minnie 
Rifle -'- they are manufactured somewhere in Mass or Connecticut 
(Mr, Paine of Springfield would probably know) and I heavy Bowie 
Knife - I think the Minnie Rifles are made so that a sword bayo
net may be attached. With these we could compete with men who 
even possessed Cannon. The real Minnie Rifle has a killing range 
almost equal to Cannon and of course is more easily handled, per
haps enough so to make up the difference. Now we want you to 
get for us these arms. We need them more than we do bread. Would 
not Genit Smith or someone, furnish the money and loan it to us 
for one, two or three years, for the purpose, until we can raise 
enough to refund it from the Free soil of Kanzas? ••• " 

This appeal for arms John Brown could not have resisted 
had he desired to. He subsequently recorded that on the 
receipt of this letter he was II fully resolved to proceed at once 
to Kansas; and join his children." 10 The wish to "operate 
elsewhere" had disappeared early in 1855. Indeed, before the 
second detachment of his sons had started, he had begun to 
arrange his affairs so that he too might emigrate. On February 
13 he notified John W. Cook, of Wolcottville, Conn., of his 
intentions: 

"Since I saw you I have undertaken to direct the opperations of 
a Surveying, & exploring party, to be employed in Kansas for a 
considerable time perhaps for some Two or Three years; & I lack 
for time to make all my arrangements, & get on to the ground in 
season."11 

Labor as he might, he was not able to dispose of his cattle, 
wind up odds and ends of his business in Illinois, Ohio and 
New England, collect arms for his sons, take leave of his 
family at North Elba and start for the West, until the middle 
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of August. On June 28 he was at Syracuse, attending a con
vention of anti-slavery men who called themselves Radical 
Politicaf Abolitionists. Frederick Douglass, Gerrit Smith, 
Lewis Tappan and Samuel J. May were among the speakers, 
as well as John Brown, and the convention unanimously 
resolved that its members should do what they could to 
prevent the return of fugitives. There was, however, con
siderable difference of opinion in consequence of the proposal 
to raise money for John Brown, that he might collect arms 
for his sons. Douglass, of course, spoke earnestly in Brown's 
behalf. Others were unwilling to encourage violence, but, as 
Douglass afterwards reported: "The collection was taken up 
with much spirit, nevertheless; for Capt. Brown was present 
and spoke for himself; and when he spoke men believed in the 
man."lI He received in all about sixty dollars in cash, twenty 
dollars being from Gerrit Smith, and five dollars from an old 
British Army officer, Charles Stuart. By April 24 he was able 
to ship from Springfield to Cleveland a box of firearms and 
flasks, which he subsequently picked up in Cleveland on his 
way West. 11 

Ex-Sheriff S. A. Lane, of Akron, testified, in an interview 
printed in the Akron Beacon-Journal of February I, 1898, 
that during his visit to Akron, on his way West in August, 
Brown held open meetings in one of the public halls of the 
village. Because of their interest in the Kansas crisis, and 
in the Browns, their former neighbors, the people were quickly 
roused by Brown's graphic words, and liberally contributed 
arms of all sorts, ammunition and clothing. Committees of 
aid were appointed, and Lane was deputed to accompany 
Brown in a canvass of the village shops and offices for contri-' 
butions. Several cases of guns belonging to the State of Ohio, 
then being collected from the disbanded militia companies 
of Akron and Tallmadge, were "spirited away" to the same 
end. General Lucius V. Bierce later testified to his own gift 
of broadswords, the property of a defunct filibustering com-' 
pany. On the 15th of August, Brown reported to those remain
ing at North Elba that he was leaving Cleveland via Hudson, 
and would have been off before had he not met with such suc-. 
cess in obtaining "Guns Revolvers, Swords, Powder, Caps, 
& money," that he thought it best to "detain a day or Two 
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longer on that account." He had raised nearly two hundred 
dollars in that way in the two previous days, principally 
in arms and ammunition." But the harvest being gathered, 
he and his son-in-law, Henry Thompson, arrived in Chicago 
August 18, after stopping at Cleveland and Detroit, where they 
met Oliver Brown and at once prepared for the overland jour
ney by buying a .. nice young horse for which we paid here 
$120, but have so much load that we shall have to walk a good 
deal; enough probably, to give opportunity to supply our
selves with game. We have provided the most of what we need 
on our outward march" - so Brown wrote to his" Dear Wife 
and Children; every one" on August 23, the day of leaving 
Chicago, with solemn injunctions to write often and to direct 
the letters to Oliver, since Oliver's name was .. not so common 
as either Henry's or mine."11 The heavily loaded one-horse 
wagon was in obedience to advice from John Brown, Jr., who 
opined that his father would find it just what he wanted in 
Kansas to carry on the business of surveying. Moreover, this 
method of reaching Osawatomie was, if the slowest, the best 
and cheapest way of travelling, particularly because the 
navigation of the Missouri River was, as the son put it, "a 
horrid business in a low stage of water which is a considerable 
portion of the year." 1. 

Not that roughing it could discourage John Brown, as we 
know. There was found, after his capture in Virginia, in his 
papers, the beginnings of an autobiographical volume en
titled: ' A brief history of John Brown, otherwise (old B) and 
his family: as connected With Kansas; By one who knows.' l' 
This was composed early in August, 1858, for on the 9th 
of that month he wrote to his son John from Moneka, Kansas. 
asking that certain letters and other material be sent him
for this book, which, had it been completed, would have been 
sold for" the benefit of the whole of my family, or to promote 
the cause of Freedom as may hereafter appear best for both 
objects."· II In this all too brief fragment, written in the third 
person, appears the story of his trip to Kansas, including 

• .. I am eerl4tn," he added, "from the manner in ."hich I have been preseed 
to narrate, and the greedy swallowing everywhere of ."hat I have told, and com
plaints in the newspapers voluntarily made of my backwardoeaa to IfIltify the 
public, that the book would find a ready sale." 
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fresh assurance from his own pen that II with the exposures, 
privations, hardships, and wants, of pioneer life he was 
familiar; & thought he could benefit his Children and the 
new beginners from the older parts of the country and help 
them to shift." 

The nice, stout young horse had all he could do, so Brown 
records, to drag the load when he and his son and son-in-law 
left Chicago behind them. Hence, continues his own narra
tive, just cited: 

"Their progress was extremely slow; & just before getting into 
Missouri their horse got the distemper: after which for most of 
the journey they could only gain some Six to Eight miles in a day. 
This however gave them great opportunity for seeing & hearing 
in Missouri. Companies of armed men, and individuals were con
stantly passing and repassing Kansaswise continually boasting of 
what deeds of patriotism; & chivalry they had performed in Kansas; 
& of the still more mighty deeds they were yet to do. No man of 
them would blush when telling of their cruel treading down & ter
rifying of defenceless Free State men; they seemed to take peculiar 
satisfaction in telling of the fine horses, & mules they had many 
of them killed in their numerous expeditions against the d-d 
Abolitionists. The coarse, vulgar, profane, jests, & the bloodthirsty 
brutual feelings to which they were giving vent continually would 
have been a most exquisite treat to Ears; and their general appear
ance to the Eys of the past and the present Administration. Of 
this there cannot be the slightest doubt or of the similiarly refined 
feeling amongst their truly Democratic supporters and the dough 
faces. Witness the rewards of such men as Clark and others. 

" On the way at Waverly Missouri he took up the body of his little 
grandson who had died of cholera ..• thinking it would afford 
lOme relief to the broken hearted Father and Mother they having 
been obliged to leave him amidst the ruffian-like people by whom 
(for the most part) they were themselves so inhumanly treated in 
their distress. The parents were almost frenzied with joy on being 
told that the body of their dear child was again with them. On his 
arrival at the place where his sons had located he found all the com
pany completely prostrate with sickness (Chill fever, and Fever 
and Ague) except the wife of John Jr and her little boy of some three 
years old. The strongest of all the five men scarcely able to bring 
in their Cows, cut their fuel, bring the water, and grind the little 
com which with a little dried fruit they had left; a very few Potatoes 
they had raised and a small supply of milk. . • ." 

One picturesque and characteristic incident of the crossing 
of the enemy's territory John Brown himself did not record, 
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since fate intervened here and prevented the addition of 
another word to what was to have been his first venture 
into literature. His son-in-law, Henry Thompson, relates that 
when they reached the Missouri River at Brunswick, Missouri, 
they set themselves down to await the ferry. There came to 
them an old man, frankly Missourian, frankly inquisitive after 
the manner of the frontier. "Where," said he, U are you go
ing?" "To Kansas," replied John Brown. "Where from?" 
asked theoJdman. "FromNewYork," answered John Brown. 
"You won't live to get there." "We are prepared," said John 
Brown, "not to die alone." Before that spirit and that eagle 
eye, the old man quailed; he turned and left. I ' 

I t was on October 6 that the advance guard of the car
avan reached the family settlement at Osawatomie. Brown 
himself, being very tired, did not cover the last mile or two 
until the next day. They arrived in an all but destitute con
dition, with but sixty cents between them, to find the little 
family settlement in great distress, not only because of the 
sickness already noted, but because of the absence of any 
shelter save tents. The bitterly cold and cutting winds, which 
did much to disillusionize so many of the emigrants, kept 
the Browns shivering over their little fires, and the exposure 
added to their ill-health. The crops that had been raised were 
not cared for; there was no meat, little sugar, and nothing 
to make bread with, save com ground by great labor in a 
hand mill two miles off.tO The men, enfeebled by the chills 
and ague which racked, sooner or later, all the new arrivals 
in Kansas, had lost their initiative and vigor, and needed the 
resolute sternness of the head of the family to stimulate them 
to new efforts. By postponing the building of cabins, they 
had been able to devote themselves to the crops; and the 
abundance of excellent com, potatoes, pumpkins, squashes, 
melons, beans, etc., which had earlier constituted their fare, 
compensated them for most of the inconveniences they had 
been compelled to put up with, so wrote Mrs. John Brown, Jr., 
to her mother-in-law at North Elba.1I 

But the tim~ had more than arrived when they should 
devote themselves to home-building. On October 25 there 
was the "hardest freezing" John Brown had ever witnessed 
south of North Elba at that season pf the year, as he reported 
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to his wife, in order that she should know, "in that misera
ble Frosty region" of North Elba, that "those here are not 
altogether in Paradise." II Indeed, nobody in Kansas that 
unusually cold winter of 1855-56 knew what comfortS were. 
Had there been no political anxieties to vex them, the frightful 
hardships of pioneering and the acclimating sicknesses would 
have made that period truly dreadful to look back upon. 
While the Browns paid the penalty for living on low ground 
in a ravine and in tents, that first summer, their bitter experi
ence was yet vastly better than that of many another family. 
Starvation and death looked in at many a door where parents 
lay helpless, while famished children crawled the unboarded 
floors crying for food, shrieking with fear if any footstep 
approached, lest the comer be a Border Ruffian instead of a 
friend. For pure misery and heart-breaking suffering, these 
pioneer tales of Kansas in 1855-58 are not surpassed by any 
in the whole history of the winning of the West.· 

By November 2, Jason's and John's "shanties" were well 
advanced; by the 23d, their father reported these two fam
ilies so well sheltered that they would not suffer any more, 
and that he had made some progress In preparing another 
house, in the face of icy rains and freezing nights. "Still," 
wrote the indomitable directing spirit, "God has not I for
saken us;' & we get I day by day our dayly Bread;' & I wish 
we had a great deal more gratitude to mingle with our unde
served blessings." II One dread that had worried them prior 
to their departure from home proved unnecessary. " You 
recollect we used to talk a great deal about the Indians," 
wrote Mrs. John Brown, Jr., "and how much I feared them 
- they are the least of my troubles - there is scarcely a day 
but they go along in sight of us in droves of from 30 to 40, 
sometimes more and sometimes less, and frequently four or 
five of them will come galloping up to see us; they have always 
treated us perfectly civil and I believe if we treat them the 

• See, for instance, Mrs. M. D. Colt, Went to KGnsas, Watertown, New York, 
1862; Mrs. Sara T. L. Robinson's KGnsas, its InteriM GM &teNor Life, Bos
ton, 1858; Thaddeus Hyatt's MS. JoumGl of InvestigtJtions in KGnsas, 1856-57, 
Kansas Historical Society; Sis Months in KGnsGs, by a Lady (Hannah Anderson 
Ropes), Boston, 1856; • Memoir of Samuel Walker,' in KGnsGS Historical Sockt'Y 
CfJlkctions, vol. 6, pp. 249-274: n,ee YeG's on 1M KGnsas Border, by a Clergy
man of the Episcopal Church, New York, 1856. 
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same they will do us no harm." Ie Her prophecy was a correct 
one. It was not the red but the white men of the-border they 
had to fear. Terrified as they were when the first big band 
of Sa& and Foxes in war-paint surrounded their tents, whoop
ing and yelling, the Browns had the good sense to ground their 
arms, and the Indians did likewise. Thereafter both sides were 
great friends. John, Jr., went often to visit their old chief; 
once, when, in the following summer, the Indians came to call 
in numbers, they were "fought" with gifts of melons and 
green com. "That," says Jason Brown, "was the nicest party 
I ever saw." 

John Brown, Jr., used to ask the old chief questions, as: 
"Why do you Sacs and Foxes not build houses and bams like 
the Ottawas and Chippewas? Why do you not have schools 

. and churches like the Delawares and Shawnees? Why do you 
have no preachers and teachers?" And the chief replied in a 
staccato which summed up wonderfully the bitter, century
long frontier experience of his people: "We want no houses 
and barns. We want no schools and churches. We want no 
preachers and teachers. We bad enough now." II 

The men really to be feared were not long in putting in 
appearance. A few days after the arrival of the Brown ad
vance guard in April, six or eight heavily armed Missourians 
rode up and inquired if any stray cattle had been seen in that 
neighborhood. On receiving a prompt negative, in the ver
nacular of the border they inquired how the newcomers were 
"on the goose." "We are Free State," was the answer, "and 
more than that, we are Abolitionists." The visitors rode away 
at once and, says Jason Brown, "from that moment we were 
marked for destruction. Before we had been in the Territory 
a month, we found we had to go armed and to be prepared 
to defend our lives." The leader of that band of Missourians 
might not have been allowed to ride away, had the outspoken 
Northerners before them realized the sinister part the Rev. 
Martin White was to play in their lives, - if they could have 
dreamed that he was to shoot down one of their number in 
cold blood within a twelvemonth.· 

It must be said, however, that the Browns were aggressive 
from the beginning. They not only nailed their colors to the 
mast and let all who would behold them, but they gave play 
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to those feelings which, as Salmon reported, had been so well 
worked up in crossing Missouri. John Brown, Jr., Jason, 
Frederick and Owen eagerly attended Free State settlers' 
meetings,17 and the first-named figured soon in the political 
history of the Territory. On the afternoon of Monday, June 
25, 1855, he was elected a vice-president of the Free State 
convention which, then in session at Lawrence, solemnly 
urged all the people of Kansas to throwaway their differences 
and make the freedom of Kansas the sole issue. Its mem
bers called upon Free State representatives to resign from 
the bogus Shawnee Legislature chosen by Missouri votes, 
declared that the convention did not feel that its members 
should obey any laws of the Legislature's exacting. and finally 
resolved, with a spirit that must have gratified every Brown, 
"That in reply to the threats of war so frequently made in our 
neighbor state, our answer is, 'WE ARE READY.' tt II Natu
rally, John Brown, J r.'s participation in this expression of 
feeling - he was a member of the committee on resolutions 
- did not improve his standing with his Southern neighbors, 
of whom a good many were soon to be free with their threats 
and boasts that they would drive off every Yankee." But 
this did not deter him in the least from attending the radical 
Lawrence gathering of August 15. in which. according to the 
Herald of Freedom, he was a member of the steering, or busi
ness committee, nor from becoming a member of the first 
Territorial Executive Committee, an outgrowth of the Big 
Springs convention of September 5.10 

When the fraudulent Pawnee Legislature convened, July 
2, 1855. it enacted, true to its lawless inception, a code of 
punishments for Free State men that must always rank as 
one of the foremost monuments of legislative tyranny and 
malevolence in the history of this country. Under that code 
no one conscientiously opposed to slavery, or who failed to 
admit the right of everybody to hold slaves, could serve as a 
juror; and the right to hold office was restricted to pro-slavery 
men. Five years at hard labor was to be the fate of anyone 
introducing literature calculated to make a slave disorderly 
or dangerous or disaffected. Death itself was the penalty for 
raising a rebellion among slaves or supplying them with 
-literature which advised them to rise or conspire against any 
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citizen. The mere voicing of a belief that slavery was illegal 
in Kansas was made a grave crime, in the following words: 

"Sec. 12: If any free person, by speaking or writing, assert or main
tain that persons have not the right to hold slaves in this Territory, 
print, publish, write, circulate, or cause to be introduced into the 
Territory, any book, paper, magazine, pamphlet or circular, con
taining any denial of the right of persons to hold slaves in this 
Territory, such persons shall be deemed guilty of felony, and pun
ished by imprisonment at hard labor for a term of not less than 
five years." il 

This clause was obviously aimed at the New York Tribune 
and other anti-slavery journals, and was meant to be an 
effective padlock upon free speech. General J. H. String
fellow, a resident of Atchison and the Speaker of the House 
that passed this gag-law, boasted that it and other legislation 
"will be enforced to the very letter." u This challenge John 
Brown, Jr., promptly accepted. The code from which we 
have quoted became operative on September 15, 1855. What 
he did on that day, John Brown, Jr., recorded on the next in 
a letter to his mother: 

"Yesterday I told a man who I since learn has a slave here that 
no man had a right to hold a slave in Kansas, that I called on him 
to witness that I had broken this law and that I still intended to 
do so at all times and at all places, and further that if any officer 
should attempt to arrest me for a violation of this law and should 
put his vilainous hands on me, I would surely kill him so help me 
God. He made no reply but rode off. - Nothing is now wanting 
but an attempt to enforce this Law with others of like import, which 
Gov. Shannon has declared he will do, and we shall have war here 
to the knife."· 

"Perhaps," wrote Mrs. John Brown, Jr., to her brother-in
law, Watson, then at North Elba, "we shall all get shot for 
disobeying their beautiful laws, but you might as well die here 
in a good cause as freeze to death there." U The belligerent 
attitude of the men of her party might well have given her 
anxiety. It was as if they had intended from the first to make 
Osawatomie the storm centre of southeastern Kansas, and 
to bring down upon them the special attentions of the most 
radical men on the other side of the border, men of the type 
of General Stringfellow, a brother of B. F. Stringfellow, who 
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declared on August 28, 1855, in his newspaper, the SguaUer 
SOf1e1'eign, published at Atchison, Kansas, on the Missouri line: 

.. We can tell the impertinent scoundrels of the [New York] Tribune 
that they may exhaust an ocean of ink, their Emigrant Aid Societies 
spend their millions and billions, their representatives in Congress 
spout their heretical theories till doomsday, and his excellency 
Franklin Pierce appoint abolitionist after free-soiler as governor, 
yet we will continue to tar and feather, drown, lynch and hang 
every white-livered abolitionist who dares to pollute our soil."· 

With those and other threats ringing in their ears, the sons 
of John Brown unloaded the arms donated by friends of free 
Kansas in the East and hauled by that stout young horse 
across Illinois and Missouri, while John Brown himself sur
veyed the settlement of Osawatomie, whose name was hence
forth to be linked with his and thus obtain an imperishable 
place in American history, although his own stay in the simple 
frontier settlement was to be brief indeed, - not eleven 
months in all. 
. To Kansas John Brown came with no thought of settling. 

Surveying was to give him a livelihood while he remained, 
but he came to fight, prepared to battle along that Kansas
Missouri line for two or three years, by which time he felt 
the victory should be won, and he be free to assail slavery at 
another poi .. t." The Kansas country delighted him. Indeed, 
he told his children that, if a younger man, he would certainly 
stay with them, but that so long as he had a good farm at 
North Elba, he felt that by common industry he could main
tain his wife and daughters there while his sons settled where 
fancy led them.17 He went so far, on his arrival, as to think 
of taking a claim near his sons' settlement, but the battles 
and tragedies of the immediate future prevented his consider
ing the matter further." In March, 1859, he wrote to John 
Teesdale that "it has been my deliberate judgment since 1855 
that the most ready and effectual way to retrieve Kansas 
would be to meddle directly with the peculiar institution." 
He arrived ready to grapple with it, to meet violence with 
violence, to do to the Border Ruffians what they were doing 
to Free Soilers. To accomplish this, he was ready to take from 
the pro-slavery men their chattels, whether living or immo-
bile, and even their lives. -
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Until well into the spring of 1855 the drift of affairs in 
Kansas had been wholly against the Free Soilers, despite the 
emigration from New England." Bona fide Missouri settlers 
were naturally first in the field, by reason of their proximity 
to the newly opened lands, and were quicker in organizing, 
under the leadership of Atchison and of the Stringfellow 
brothers and their allies. They were on hand at the first elec
tion held in the Territory, November 29, 1854, for a delegate 
to Congress, and to their aid came hundreds of residents of 
Missouri, on horseback and in wagons, with guns, bowie
knives, revolvers and plenty of whiskey. Encamping near the 
polling places,40 on election day, these visitors cast 1729 fraud
ulent votes U to the satisfaction of their leaders, thus electing 
the pro-slavery candidate, General J. W. Whitfield. Atchi
son, on November 6, had pointed out in a speech at Weston, 
Missouri, how easily the trick could be turned: "When you 
reside in one day's journey of the Territory, and when your 
peace, your quiet and your property depend upon your action, 
you can without an exertion send five hundred of your young 
men who will vote in favol;" of your institutions. Should each 
county in the State of Missouri only do its duty, the question 
will be decided quietly and peaceably at the ballot-box. If we 
are defeated, then Missouri and the other Southern States 
will have shown themselves recreant to their ioterests and 
will deserve their fate."n As it happened, "some of the lead
ing men of Missouri, comprising merchants, doctors and law
yers, were recognized among the ballot-box stutTers." Judges, 
too, were there, and the city attorney of St. Joseph. There 
was nothing concealed about the transaction. The coming 
of the Missourians was foretold by Free Soil correspond
ents. U When the visitors had closed the polls, they gayly 
shouted, "All aboard for Kansas City and Westport," and 
drove or rode away.u In one district, the seventh, seventy
five miles from the Missouri line, - which had three months 
afterward only 53 voters according to the official census,
there were cast 604 votes. The Howard Committee· reported 
that fully 584 of these were illegal. 41 

• Authorized by the House of Repreaentatives, March 19, 1856, to investigate 
the Kansas situation. It consisted of William A. Howard, of Michigan, John 
Sherman, of Ohio, and Mordecai Oliver, of Miaaouri. 
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This invasion, curiously enough, was quite unnecessary 
to carry the day for Missouri, for the Free Soilers were then 
in a numerical minority to the bona fide Missouri settlers, as 
also when the official census was taken three months later, 
in February, 1855." Indeed, for fully eight months after the 
opening of the Territory on July I, 1854, the Missourians 
bade fair to overrun Kansas. Moreover, at the time of the 
election, the Free Soilers were divided in their counsels, with
out recognized leaders or a definite policY, and took little inter
est in the voting, not one-half of them going to the polls.47 But 
the appetite for illegal interference in a sister State grew with 
its indulgence. The victory of November 29 was proclaimed 
as a great and lasting triumph for the slavery forces. The 
Kansas Herald of Leavenworth announced that" the triumph 
of the pro-slavery party is complete and overwhelming, . • . 
Kansas is saved,"" and its jubilation w~ echoed throughout 
Missouri. The St. Louis Pilot rejoiced .. at this decisive result, 
- as well on account of the success of General Whitfield, 
as that it will tend to quiet the fear and anxiety pervading 
the Western frontier, that this State would be flanked on the 
west with an unprincipled set of fanatics and negro-thieves, 
imported expressly to create annoyance, and disturb the social 
relations of the people of the frontier counties." 48 The friends 
of liberty in the East were correspondingly depressed. "We 
believe that there are at this hour four chances that Kansas 
will be a Slave State to one that she will be Free," wrote Hor
ace Greeley in the Tribune of December 7. In Washington it 
was generally thought that the South had possessed itself of 
Kansas, 10 even though the February, 1855, census showed that 
only 192 slaves had been taken into the Territory, in which 
there were also 151 free negroes. "Some of the Southern men 
coolly say they have taken Kansas so easily that they think 
it may be worth while to take Nebraska also," reported 
Greeley's Washington correspondent on February 13, 1855. 

Naturally, in the East the November invasion was used by 
the Tribune and other backers of the Emigrant Aid Societies 
to stimulate recruiting for the Kansas holy war.1I On the 
other hand, the arrival of bands of New Englanders sent out 
by the Emigrant Aid Societies, the first of which reached Law
rence August I, 1854,11 had intensely inflamed the Missouri-
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ans, and continued to do·so for the next two years. "Shall 
we allow such cut-throats and murderers, as the people of 
Massachusetts are, to settle in the territory adjoining our own 
state?" asked the Liberty Platform, a Missouri border news
paper, in June, 1854; and it answered its own question thus: 
" No! If popular opinion will not keep them back, we should 
see what virtue there is in the force of arms." II In August, 
on hearing of the arrival of the first Emigrant Aid party, the 
Platte County Argus declared that: "It is now time to sound 
the alarm. We know we speak the sentiments of some of the 
most distinguished statesmen of Missouri when we advise that 
counter-organizations be made both in Kansas and Missouri 
to thwart the reckless course of the Abolitionists. We must 
meet them at their own threshold and scourge them back 
to their covers of darkness. They have made the issue, and 
it is for us to meet and repel them." U To the Missourians 
in 1854 and later, their fellow countrymen from the historic 
Bay State appeared the scum of Northern cities, hired to vote, 
and not intending to settle Kansas in a normal way; "the 
lowest class of rowdies;" "the most unmitigated looking set 
of blackguards;" "hellish emigran~ and paupers whose 
bellies are filled with beggars' food;" men of "black and 
poisonous hearts," 11_ thus had one section of Americans 
been set against their brothers by the divine institution of 
slavery. "Riff-raff," "scoundrels tt and "criminals" were 
mild adjectives applied to Eastern settlers, in whose eyes the 
Border Ruffians were an equally low and degraded set of 
beings, drunken bandits "armed to the teeth tt and revelling 
in cruelty, - in brief, fiends incarnate. "Rough, coarse, 
sneering, swaggering, dare-devillooking rascals as ever swung 
upon a gallows," was the way Dr. J. V. S. Smith, of Boston. 
characterized them." 

"Reader," asked William A. Phillips, the Kansas corre
spondent of the Tribune, II did you ever see a Border Ruffian? 
... Imagine a fellow, tall, slim, but athletic, with yellow 
complexion, hairy-faced, with a dirty flannel shirt, or red 
or blue, or green, a pair of common-place, but dark-colored 
pants, tucked into an uncertain altitude by a leather belt, in 
which a dirty-handled bowie-knife is stuck rather ostenta
tiously, an eye slightly whiskey-reel, and teeth the color of a 
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walnut. Such is your Border Ruffian of the lowest type." 
HIn a representation," he added, "of the ·Forty Thieves,' 
they would have been invaluable, with their grim visages, 
their tipsy expression, and, above all, their oaths and unap
proachable swagger." 17 To Thomas H. Gladstone, a relative 
of the great statesman of that name, the Border Ruffians 
seemed to be "wearing the most savage looks and giving 
utterance to the most horrible imprecations and blasphemies . 
. . . Looking around at these groups of drunken, bellowing, 
blood-thirsty demons, who crowded around the bar of the 
house shouting for drink, or vented their furious noise on the 
levee without, I felt that all my former experiences of border 
men and Missourians bore faint comparison with the spec
tacle presented by the wretched crew, who appeared only the 
more terrifying from the darkness of the surrounding night." .. 
This of the men he met in Kansas City after they returned 
from the sacking of Lawrence in 1856. The earlier invaders 
of Kansas Mrs. Charles Robinson described as •• rough, bru
tal-looking men, of most nondescript appearance i" U bands of 
whiskey-drinking, degraded, foul-mouthed marauders." It 

Undoubtedly their ranks did include the scum of the bor
der; that was inevitable. But, aside from their desire to foster 
slavery in Kansas, they had been easily convinced by their 
leaders that the coming by droves of New England Yankees 
actually menaced their homes, their wives and children, their 
property, human or otherwise. As soon as Kansas was sub
merged by the incoming tide of Abolition, the anti-slavery 
attack was to be directed against Missouri and Texas, and 
then the fall of slavery would be certain. Senator Atchison, 
in his speech at Weston which has already been cited, de
clared that uif we cannot do this [take Kansas], it is an omen 
that the institution of Slavery is to fail in this and the other 
Southern States." As late as July, 1856, the Charleston, S. C., 
CO'UI"in affirmed that: uNow, upon the proposition that the 
safety of the institution of Slavery in South Carolina is de
pendent upon its establishment in Kansas, there can be no 
rational doubt." "The touchstone of our political existence 
is Kansas- that is the question," wrote the Washington cor
respondent of the Charleston Mercury, January 5, 1856, six 
months earlier." For what other purpose could the Yankees 
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be carrying arms, was asked after the election in 1855, when 
Charles Robinson succeeded, through his agent, George W. 
Deitzler, in obtaining Sharp's rifles from the officers of the 
Emigrant Aid Society in Boston, they being shipped to him 
labelled" Revised Statutes" and "Books." II 

Elated as they were by their triumph at the polls in the first 
election, the Missourians were disposed to take no chances of 
defeat when the second one took place. This was called by 
the first Territorial Governor, Andrew H. Reeder, for March 
30, 1855,11 and in preparing for it the Missouri pro-slavery 
men displayed that talent for rapid military organization 
which was so evident in the South in 1861. Since this elec
tion was for the choice of the first Territorial Legislature, its 
importance was far greater than the mere selection of a dele
gate to Congress. Both sides felt that whoever chose the Legis
lature settled the destiny both of the Territory and of the 
future State of Kansas as well. No one could accuse the Free 
Soilers of lacking interest this time. But they were still too 
young upon the soil, and had not suffered enough indigni
ties; to make them united for a common cause. MoreOver, 
the winter of 1854-55 had been not only unusually mild, but 
politically quiet as well." Hence the Missourians again car
ried everything before them when they invaded Kansas for 
the secondo time to deny to its citizens of Northern and 
Eastern origin the votes to which they were rightfully enti
tled. They came by companies, each assigned to its special 
field of activity, and overawed every election district save 
one. U One thousand men devoted their attention to Lawrence 
as the home of the most Abolitionists." Some of these had 
belonged to the then disbanded Platte County, Missouri, 
"Self-Defensive Association," which by formal vote of its 
members was pledged to "bring to immediate punishment 
all Abolitionists," and to remove from Kansas Territory on 
demand of any citizen of that Territory, "any and all emi
grants who go there under the auspices of the Northern Emi
grant Associations."" The Blue Lodges, similar organizatio~s 
for the protection of Missouri by making Kansas impossible 
to all save emigrants from the South, were well in evidence. 
Each wagon of the raiders bore the designation of an order 
or lodge.87 What happened on March 30 was merely a repe-
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tition of November 29 on a larger and bolder and more flagrant 
scale. The violations of law and order, the stuffing of the 
ballot-boxes, the terrorizing of the Free Soilers, the expelling 
of Northern election officials, - in brief, the subversion of the 
most precious of our free institutions was complete. The 
sacredness of the ballot was nowhere respected. Of the 6307 
votes cast, nearly five-sixths were those of the invaders." 
The thirty-nine men who were elected were all representatives 
of the South, with one exception. Seven of the pro-slavery men 
Governor Reeder unseated, not because of the frauds, but be
cause of technical flaws in their election. He later explained 
his not declaring more seats vacant, although he knew that 
the whole election was a fraud, by stating that no other com
plaints had been filed, and that he thus lacked official infor
mation, - a valid technical excuse. Complaints were not 
readily made because the Missourians threatened with death 
any who might venture to file them. Indeed, the Governor 
deserves some credit for unseating those legislators he did. 
He rendered his decision in a room crowded by fourteen of 
his friends, all armed, and by the thirty-nine successful can
didates, veritable walking arsenals!" But no shooting oc
curred. The Missourians were well content with the dis
qualification of only seven of their number. Subsequently, 
they summarily ousted the seven Free Soilers legally elected 
to fill these vacancies, and the remaining Free Soil member 
promptly resigned.TO The Legislature was thus pro-slavery 
throughout. _ 

It must not be thought that this high-handed outrage, 
which fairly set the North aflame with indignation, went 
without reprobation from the soberer elements in Missouri. 
The exultant Stringfellows and Atchisons represented the 
blood and thunder pro-slaveryites; but there were other 
voices. To their credit be it recorded that the Parkville 
Luminary, Boonville Observer, Independence Afessenger, Jef
ferson City Inquirer, Missouri Democrat, St. Louis Intelli
fencer, Columbia Statesman, Western Reporter, Glasgow Times, 
Fulton Telegraph, Paris Mercury and Hannibal Messenger 
spoke out bravely against the invasion of Kansas by mobs and 
the frauds at the polls." For its conscientious scruples the 
Parkville Luminary promptly met an unmerited fate. It was. 
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completely destroyed on April 14, its plant being thrown into 
the river and its editors warned that, if found in town three 
weeks later, they would follow their type into the Missouri. 
If they moved to Kansas, the mob assured them, they would 
be followed and hanged wherever found.7I If a citizens' meet
ing at Webster, Missouri, highly approved of this action and 
asserted that they had" no arguments against abolition papers 
but Missouri River, bonfire and hemp rope," 71 there were 
plenty of more conservative citizens. Unfortunately, they 
remained in the minority; but to them appealed the argument 
that if the entire border population of Missouri were to move 
into Kansas, the injury to Missouri's progress and prosperity 
would be great. They felt, all the more as they were attached 
to their own homes, that upon the States farther South rested 
the duty of colonizing Kansas." 

The first Territorial Legislature, which so thoroughly mis
represented Kansas, met at Pawnee on July 2. After un
seating the Free Soil delegates and organizing, it adjourned 
to meet again at Shawnee on July 16. This change of location 
gave Governor Reeder the opportunity which he had been 
seeking. He had vetoed the removal bill, only to have it 
passed over his veto.7i He then declared that the Legislature 
was no longer a legal body. In this contention he was not 
upheld by the Chief Justice of the Territory, S. D. Lecompte, 
the Associate Justice, Rush Elmore, and the United States 
District Attorney, A. J. Isacks,n and the Legislature there .. 
after went its own way and had little to do with the Execu
tive. It did, however, petition President Pierce for Reeder's 
removal. I ts messenger learned on his way that Reeder had 
been dismissed from office on July 28, ostensibly not because 
of the quarrel with the Legislature, but because of his specu
lations in Indian lands near Pawnee.7'l The underlying reason 
was, none the less, the pro-slavery party's hatred of him:" 
As for his land speculations, he openly stated to the Howard 
Committee the circumstances connected therewith, and they 
have not been held to reflect on his character." Governor 
Reeder at once became a valuable leader of the Kansas Free 
Soilers, being thus forcibly converted into an Abolitionist from 
a sympathizer with the Squatter Sovereignty policy, and was 
regarded in the East as a martyr to the Abolition cause, 
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particularly after he was compelled to flee from Kansas in 
disguise, in May, 1856, never to return to that State. As for 
the Legislature, it spent Julyand August in authorizing a 
militia, appointing a full staff of pro-slavery military and civil 
officers, in establishing a complete code of laws for the gov
ernment of the Territory, based on the Missouri code, and 
in passing those extreme Black Laws which John Brown, Jr., 
was so quick to violate. On the last day of its session, the 
Speaker, General J. H. Stringfellow, offered a characteristic 
resolution, which was readily adopted.: "It is the duty of the 
Proslavery Party, the Union men of Kansas Territory, to 
know but one issue, Slavery; and that any party making or 
attempting to make any other, is, and should be, held, as an 
ally of abolitionism and disunion." 80 For all this, no genuine 
attempt was made to enforce the Black Laws; they were dead 
letters from the time of enactment. If they were intended to 
frighten off further emigration from (ree States, they failed 
miserably; if they were intended to terrorize those already in 
the Territory, they were an even more dismal failure. On the 
other hand, reprinted in pamphlet form and widely circulated 
throughout the North and East, the Black Laws added fuel 
to the already intense flame of Northern indignation, and 
became an unanswerable demonstration of the intolerance 
of the pro-slavery domination of Kansas and the lengths to 
which it would go. 

The Free State men, especially those in Lawrence, among 
whom Charles Robinson, the agent of the New England Emi
gration Society, and Martin F. Conway were beginning to 
stand out as leaders, as soon as they could calmly consider 
the situation, decided that the bogus Legislature and its laws 
must be repudiated..81 It soon became their policy to call a 
Constitutional convention, frame a Constitution and then 
apply to Congress for admittance as a free State. As has 
already been pointed out, they were not united. among them
selves. If there were ardent Abolitionists among them, there 
were also many who were unfriendly to the free negro, even 
when they wished slavery excluded from the Territory. The 
men who had settled Kansas represented every state of politi
cal belief, for the magnet of free land was all that had drawn 
many of them there. In the summer of 1855 they might 
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roughly have been classed as moderates and radicals; there 
existed, too, considerable jealousy on the part of the other 
emigrants toward those New Englanders who came out under 
the auspices of the Emigrant Aid Societies.'11 The first of six 
conventions to meet in Lawrence on or befote August 15, in 
order to repudiate the Legislature, was composed of citizens 
of that settlement. It assembled June 8 and decided to issue 
a call for a State convention, to be made up of five delegates 
from each of the eighteen election districts in Kansas. This 
convention was to have as its purpose the taking "into con
sideration the relation the people of this Territory bear to the 
Legislature about to convene at Pawnee." II It was to this 
gathering that John Brown, Jr., came on June 25, to help 
to draft the announcement that the Free State men answered 
" Ready" to the threats of war from Missouri. This conven
tion further resolved that it was in favor of making Kansas 
a free Territory and in consequence a free State. Finally, 
since the Pawnee Legislature "owed its existence to a com
bined system of fraud and force," the members of the conven
tion resolved that they were bound by no laws whatsoever 
of its creation.'· 

Two days later, June 27, James H. Lane made his first 
appearance in Kansas history as chairman of the abortive 
attempt to organize the National Democratic party in the 
Territory, this failure soon bringing Lane into the ranks of 
the Free Soilers. Unlike all the other conventions of this 
period, it in no wise attempted to repudiate the Legislature.I ' 

The next gathering, that of July II, was attended by the 
expelled Free State members of the Legislature and other citi
zens. In it the conflict of opinion between radicals and mod
erates was very marked, the repudiation of the Legislature 
and the call for a mass meeting in Lawrence on August 14, 
to consider the government of the Territory, alone being 
unanimous." The August 14 convention, in which Lane par
ticipated, turned out to be ready for a fairly radical stand. 
Dr. Charles Robinson was chairman of the committee on 
resolutions, which roundly denounced the bogus Legislature, 
repudiated its authority, and committed the Free State party 
to the forming of a State Constitution of their own with a view 
to admission to the Union, but provided no machinery by 
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which this should be done. If the resolutions were radical, 
the net result was conservative. On the second day there was 
also adopted a call for a convention at Big Springs, to be held 
on September 5. Delegates to it were to be appointed at a 
meeting on August 25, and the. purpose of these gatherings 
was to be left largely to what the hour might demand. 

Curiously, as if the specific relationship and purpose of 
these gatherings were not puzzling enough, a second conven
tion also met in Lawrence on August 15, while the first was 
still in session. This second body was presided over by Dr. 
A. Hunting, and comprised the radicals of the Free State 
party, some of whom, like Charles Robinson and M. F. Con
way, were actually members of both conventions. John 
Brown, Jr., was one of the committee on "business," which 
turned out to be a call for a constitutional gathering at Topeka 
on October 19, for the "speedy formation of a State consti
tution, with an intention of immediate application to be 
admitted as a State into the Union of the United States of 
America." The distinction between these two simultaneous 
conventions of August 15 may be stated thus: The first and 
larger one, of six hundred members, had as its aim the organi
zation of the Free State political party by means of the Big 
Springs convention; the second and radical one looked to the 
immediate establishment of a Free State government, to be 
set up in opposition to the pro-slavery Legislature still sitting 
at the Shawnee Mission, and now presided over by the second 
Territorial Governor, Wilson Shannon, of Ohio,-a Governor, 
in truth, to please the most violent Border Ruffian or pro
slavery agitator.17 

Out of these numerous meetings came the Big Springs 
convention on September 5, which adopted a platform
the first one - for the Free State party, and nominated ex
Governor Reeder as delegate to Congress. The platform was 
a great disappointment to the radical Abolitionists of the 
John Brown type, both in Kansas and New England, for 
while it resolved that slavery was a curse and that Kansas 
should be free, it announced that it would consent "to any 
fair and reasonable provision in regard to the slaves already 
in the Territory." More than that, it specifically voted that 
Kansas should be a free white State, and recorded itself as 
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being in favor of "stringent laws excluding all negroes, bond 
and free, from the Territory." Indeed, as if to answer the 
Southern charge that the Free Soil citizens of Kansas were 
radical, no-union-with-slaveholders, anti-slavery men, the 
convention denounced attempts to interfere with slavery and 
slaves, and declared "that the stale and ridiculous charge of 
Abolitionism so industriously imputed to the Free State party 
.•. is without a shadow of truth to support it."" It is 
hardly surprising that to those men who, like the Browns, had 
come to Kansas to wage war with slavery, this policy of com
promise- a last attempt to head off a violent conflict be
tween the two forces contending for control of the Territory 
-should have smacked of the cowardly. Nor did the vigorous 
denunciation of the Shawnee Legislature in the resolutions 
passed by the convention mollify men of this type. Charles 
Stearns, the only Lawrence representative of the LiberaIDr 
school of Abolitionists, denounced the proceedings with the 
vigor of language characteristic of that school, and was in tum 
reprobated as an impoasible Garrisonian of the deepest dye . 
•• All sterling anti-slavery men, here and elsewhere, cannot keep 
from spitting upon it [the platform]," wrote Steams to the 
Kansas Free State of September 24, 1855, U and all pro-slavery 
people must, in their hearts, perfectly despise the base syco
phants who originated and adopted it." II In the East, Horace 
Greeley reluctantly accepted the platform in the following 
words: "Why free blacks should be excluded it is difficult to 
understand; but if Slavery can be kept out by a compromise 
of that sort, we shall not complain. An error of this character 
may be corrected: but let Slavery obtain a foothold there 
and it is not so easily removed." 10 

Doubtless when Lawrence was threatened with destruc
tion less than three months later, by the pro-slavery forces 
encamped on the Wakarusa River, Mr. Stearns cited their 
presence as proof that the Big Springs platform had utterly 
failed to mollify the hostile Missourians or to lessen their con
tempt for the Free Soilers, whom they still despised as arrant 
cowards. Certain it is that the trend of events speedily 
forced the Free State party itself into an entirely different 
attitude from that it sought to maintain at Big Springs. The 
anti-negro attitude of the party was, however, upheld at the 
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Topeka convention, which met at Topeka on October 23 to 
form a Constitution in obedience to the decision of the earlier 
delegate convention of September 19 (ordered by the radical 
Lawrence convention of August IS). The Topeka Constitu
tional convention of thirty-four members, presided over by 
James H. Lane, consisted of four physicians, twelve lawyers, 
thirteen farmers, two merchants, two clergymen and one 
saddler; a majority favored the exclusion of free negroes, 
but finally decided to submit this question to the people. II 
By 1287 ballots to 453, the voters of the Territory upheld 
the negro exclusion policy on December IS, and made it clear 
to the rest of the country that, if slavery in Kansas itself was 
opposed by the Free Soil party, it was not in the least due to 
any liking for negroes, or any desire to extend to those who 
were free the opportunities afforded by the opening of the 
Territory, or to any belief that the continuance of human 
bondage was inconsistent with American institutions. Three
fourths of the Free State settlers were in favor of a free white 
State, and the heaviest voting against the free negro was in 
Lawrence and Topeka.1I Obviously, those who had come to 
Kansas with the purpose of opposing the extension of slavery 
were in a small minority, just as the scanty slave population 
shows either that few of the Missouri settlers came solely for 
slavery's sake, or else that, if they had such a purpose, they 
feared to bring their slaves with them." 

On the credit side of the record of the Big Springs conven
tion must be noted its denunciation of the bogus pro-slavery 
Legislature, its demand for the sacredness of the "great 
'American Birthright' - the elective franchise," and its 
endorsement of the coming Topeka convention to consider 
the adoption of a Constitution. There was, moreover, a se
rious threat in one of its resolutions that there would be 
submission to the Legislature's laws no longer than the 
Territory's best interests required, when there would follow 
opposition "to a bloody issue as soon as we ascertain that 
-peaceable remedies shall fail, and forcible resistance shall fur
nish any reasonable measure of success." It All of this threat
ening of fire and slaughter was placed not in the platform, 
but in the resolutions; it was obviously an attempt at facing 
both ways, and as such is justified by men who subsequently 

~ 
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became radical antagonists of all who favored slavery.· The 
convention also ignored the Legislature's action in appoint
ing October 1 as the day for the election of a Territorial dele
gate to the Thirty-fourth Congress, and fixed upon October 9 
as the for this election i the from this 
ing were ordered the "Territorial 
Executive " instead Legislature. 
"Executive .. also a of the Big Springs 
Convention, the first Free steering committee 
appointed delegate convention charge of 
State affairs, was headed by Charles Robinson as chainnan, 
with Joel K. Goodin as secretary, and had among its twenty
one other members Martin F. Conway and John Brown, Jr.n 

Finally, it was at this Big Springs meeting that lames H. 
Lane first made his mark as a Kansas political leader; to his 
eloquence attributed the of the convention 
a dangerous in that he its approval 
the preliminary Constitutional Topeka.ge As 
Lane's attitude the negro, Jr., has testified 
to Lane's Lawrence, . "So far as 
rights of property are concerned I know no difference between 
the negro and a mule."" Later, however, Lane switched 
about on this as on other issues. 

The two elections for Territorial delegate took place as 
scheduled. At the pro-slavery one on October I, General J. W. 
Whitfield, had represented national Legis~ 
lature three months Thirty-third Congress 

election on 1854, received 
votes cast, the men abstaining 

from the Howard pronounced 857 of 
these votes illegal after only a partial examination of the 
returns." Eight days later, with conditions reversed, Reeder 
received 2849 Free Soil votes." His election was, of course, 
ignored by the Territorial Governor, Shannon. When Reeder 
and Whitfield both presented themselves at Washington, the 
latter was seat on February only to be 

• For IDIIt:am:e, Elliott, who im1Fltlrt.llInt part in the Big Springs 
it faced "an imtlOrtant that had to be dealt 

with conciliatory - Ka.nsas Hisloffi;aJ 
P·373· 
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miniously ousted on August 4,100 after the report of the How
ard Committee had been received by the House of Repre
sentatives.· The House could not, however, then bring itself 
to seating Reeder. But his appearance at Washington and 
his vigorous urging of his claims were the reason for the 
appointment of the Howard Committee. This was in itself a 
splendid triumph for the new policy of the Free State leaders 
and their plan of an organized political demand upon Congress 
for recognition. Not only are the majority and minority 
reports of the Howard Committee, with their voluminous 
sworn testimony, an invaluable record for the historian and 
the best source of information as to the period in Kansas 
history covered by its inquiry, but the publication of the 
results thereof made a profound impression upon the country 
at large, at a critical period in the Territory's history. 

From the double election for delegates in October, 1855, 
dates that duality in the political life of the strife-tom Terri
tory wnich lasted for two years thereafter, and adds so much 
to the perplexity of the cursory student of Kansas history 
prior to its statehood. I t is not only that there were hence
forth two governments, but that they were supported by 
factions bitterly hostile even to the extent of bloodshed. 
There were always separate elections for the same offices at 
separate places, with the double machinery of counting and 
proclaiming the returns, and there was even a duality of man
agement on the Free Soil side. The supplemental Topeka 
Constitutional convention met, as determined by the prelim
inary one of September 19, on October 23, and remained 
in session until November II. The Constitution it adopted 
followed closely those of the other free States, providing 
that there should be no slavery, and that no indenture of 
any negro or mulatto made elsewhere should be valid within 
the State. It fixed March 4, 1856, as the day for the meeting 
of the General Assembly called for by the document. to. This 
was submitted to the people on December 15 and ratified by 
a vote of 1731 for, to 46 against. The poll-books at Leaven
worth having been destroyed by a pro-slavery mob, its vote is 

• The Howard Committee reported that both Whitfield's and Reeder's elec
tions were illegal, but that Reeder had received more votes of resident citizens 
than Whitfield. See Howard Report, p. 67. 
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not recorded in the above total. lOS Thereafter the Free Soil 
forces insisted that Kansas was an organized free State, when 
demanding its admission into the Union. The convention, 
before adjourning, appointed another Free State Executive 
Committee, with the same secretary as had the Robinson 
Committee, Joel K. Goodin, but with Lane, already a serious 
rival of Charles Robinson, as its ch~nnan, and five other 
members. Lane, therefore, emerged from the Topeka con
vention with additional prestige and thoroughly committed 
to the Free State policies. 

Out of all the meetings and conventions of the nine months 
after the stolen March 30 election, there had come, then, great 
gains to the Free State movement. The liberty party had 
been organized, leaders had been developed, and a regular 
policy of resistance by legal and constitutional measures 
adopted. If counsels of compromise were still entirely too 
apparent and too potent, the train of events which resulted 
in Kansas's admission as a free State was well under way. 
Not unnaturally, the pro-slavery leaders at first regarded this 
growing opposition with amusement or contempt. They were 
still convinced in October, 18SS, that Kansas was theirs by 
right of their larger battalions and by right of conquest. 
Moreover, Governor Shannon, with all his authority, was on 
their side, and behind him the Federal Government. The 
adoption of the Topeka constitution did, however, arouse 
their anger; to this their answer was the organization in 
November of their own party, which, with unconscious irony, 
they dubbed the "Law-and-Order Party," at a meeting over 
which Governor Shannon presided. loa Indeed, as their hitherto 
triumphal overriding of Kansas began to meet a more and 
more compact resistance, their mood began to change. The 
leaders were quick to feel their power slipping from their 
hands, particularly when, the first rush from Missouri being . 
over, the steady stream of emigration from the East made it 
evident that they were being outnumbered. Their followers, 
also, began to get out of hand; from overawing by a show 
of force, it was easy to proceed to actual physical violence 
in the hope of terrifying the hated Free Soiler or of driving 
him from the Territory. The temptation to crime was all 
the greater since there was no non-partisan judicial machin-
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ery, and often no machinery at all outside of the Federal 
judiciary .10' 

The Howard Committee found that, of all the crimes testi
fied to during its sessions, an indictment had been found in 
but one case. lOi In that, the man charged with murder was 
a Free Soiler, Cole McCrea by name, who had killed a pro
slavery man, Malcolm Clark, at Leavenworth, on April 30, 
1855, in a quarrel over certain trust lands and McCrea's right 
to participate in and vote in a squatter's meeting. The first 
of the long series of homicides which was to make of the Ter
ritory in very truth a "bleeding Kansas," was not a political 
one. It occurred near Lawrence on the first election day, 
November 30, 1854, Henry Davis, a Border Ruffian from 
Kentucky, being killed by Lucius Kibbey, of Iowa. Davis, in 
an intoxicated condition, had assailed Kibbey with a knife. 1oe 

Such an election-day crime might easily have occurred any
where. The killing of Clark,l07 in the following spring, be
came, on the other hand, of marked political significance, 
because of the treatment of his slayer, McCrea. The latter 
was imprisoned at Leavenworth until late in November. The 
injustice of his case lay in the court's denying to McCrea his 
counsel, James H. Lane, because the latter would not take 
the oath of allegiance to the pro-slavery Legislature, and in 
McCrea's subsequent treatment, on September 17, when he 

. was brought before the grand jury of nineteen men sum
moned by Chief Justice Lecompte and picked by him. Sixteen 
were openly selected and three in private; one of the nineteen 
had been engaged with Clark in the attack on McCrea. For 
a whole week Justice Lecompte endeavored to induce the jury 
to indict McCrea, but in vain; the evidence was too strongly 
in favor of McCrea for even this picked jury to find a true 
bill against him. As the foreman refused to bring in a verdict 
of "not found," Justice Lecompte adjourned the court until 
"the second Monday of November, when McCrea was finally· 
indicted, after having been illegally deprived of liberty during 
the intervening period. When, in November, he was able to 
make his escape from jail and leave the Territory by way of 
Lawrence, the inability of its citizens to offer him protection 
added greatly to their stress of mind. The whole episode of 
McCrea's confinement had roused the indignation of the Free 
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Soilers everywhere, convinced 88 they were that McCrea 
had shot in self-defence. lOI 

Even more stirring to the friends of liberty was the ill
treatment of William Phillips, an active Free State lawyer 
of Leavenworth, and a friend of Cole McCrea's, who was 
present when Clark was killed. Phillips received notice on 
April 30, from the pro-slavery vigilance committee appointed 
on that date, to leave the Territory. On his refusal to go or 
to sign a written agreement that he would leave Kansas, a 
majority of the committee, so one of its members testified, 
"voted to tar and feather him. The committee could get no 
tar and feathers this side of Rialto; and we took him up there 
and feathered him a little above Rialto, Missouri."lot This 
witness forgot to add that one side of Phillips's head was 
shaved; that after his clothes were stripped from him and the 
tar applied, he was ridden on a rail for a mile and a half, and 
then sold for one dollar by a negro auctioneer at the behest 
of his tormentors. A public meeting at Leavenworth on May 
19 heartily endorsed this treatment of uWilliam Phillips, the 
moral perjurer." 110 The next day the Leavenworth Herald 
said of the mob's work: "The joy, exultation and glorification 
produced by it in our community are unparalleled." This out
rage failed to daunt Phillips's courage; he stayed in Kansas, 
only to die later at the hands of his pro-slavery enemies. As 
John Brown was leaving Ohio for Kansas, a similar experience 
befell the Rev. Pardee Butler at Atchison. His pro-slavery 
fellow citizens, on August 16, placed him on a raft and shipped 
him down the Missouri, throwing stones at him and his 
queer craft as the current bore him away. His forehead 
was ornamented with the letter R; and the flags on his raft 
bore the inscriptions, U Greeley to the rescue, I have a nigger;" 
UEastern Aid Express;" and "'Rev. Mr. Butler,' agent to 
the Underground Railroad!' 111 The Squatter SOfJereign, the 
Stringfellow newspaper, notified all the world that "the same' 
punishment we will award to all free-soilers, abolitionists and 
their emissaries." In fact, one J. W. B. Kelly had already 
encountered the hatred of the pro-slavery leaders, for in the 
first week of August he was severely thrashed and ordered 
out of town for holding Abolition views. lIt Yet Butler re
turned to Atchison, as Phillips did to Leavenworth, only to 
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meet a graver fate. Another clergyman, the Rev. William C. 
Clark, was assaulted on a Missouri river steamer in Septem
ber, for avowing Free State beliefs that seemed to his assail
ants to call for physical punishment. lU 

As John Brown crossed the boundary between Missouri 
and Kansas, on October 4, these outrages were still agitating 
the Territory and causing men everywhere to arm. That the 
pro-slavery election of October I had passed off peacefully, 
although fraudulently, had reassured no one; within five days' 
the Free Soilers were to hold their own election and thus 
begin a Free Kansas governmental structure. Would their 
lawless Border Ruffian neighbors permit this without addi
tional bloodshed and violence? Many a Free Soil settler who 
had found his way into Kansas only in the face of outspoken 
Missouri hostility, enduJing privation if not starvation on the 
way, because of his being a Yankee,· envied the little Brown 
colony their rich supply of arms and ammunition. Upon 
John Brown, the apostle of the sword of Gideon, and his mili
tant sons, outspoken in their defiance of slavery and its laws, 
each separate crime by a Missourian made a deep and last
ing impression. Without loss of time their settlement was to 
become known on both sides of the border as a centre of 
violent resistance to all who wished to see human slavery 
introduced into the Territo.ry. Indeed, three days after his 
arrival at his destination, ·October 9, he and his sons went to 
the election for a Free State delegate" most thoroughly armed 
(except Jason, who was too feeble) but no enemy appeared," 
so John Brown wrote his wife on October 14, adding, "nor 
have I heard of any disturbance in any part of the Terri
tory." 114 The spirit of the Massachusetts minute-men was 
alive in Kansas. 

• For instance, Samuel Walker, later a leading citizen of Lawrence, was not 
allowed, in April 1855, to take his little girl, who was suffering from a broken 
leg, into the house of a Baptist minister living on the Missouri border, because 
he came from the North. Not until he reached the Shawnee nation could he, a 
Yankee, get shelter at night for his injured child; food was obtained only at night 
and from ~ves.-KII"'as HislorictJl Collections, vol. 6, p. 253 •. 
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THE CAPTAIN OF THE LIBERTY GUARDS 

FORTUNATELY, the Brown minute-men were not called upon 
for active service for a few weeks after the arrival of their 
arms, so that home-building could progress with some rapid
ity, if one can really give the name of home to a shed open in 
front, its roof of poles covered by long shingles, and its three 
sides formed of bundles of long prairie grass pressed close 
between upright stakes. Such a shanty sheltered John Brown, 
Jr., his wife and some of the others, until late in February, 
1856; while Jason's mansion during that period consisted only 
of log walls and a roof of cotton sheeting. I t had some advan
tages, however, for Mrs. Jason Brown wrote, on November 
25, 1855, that" the little house we live in now has no floor in 
it, but has quite a good chimney in so that I can cook a meal 
without smoking my eyes almost out of my head." 1 The per
manent house-building was rendered slow and difficult by the 
enfeeblement of two of the new arrivals, for Henry Thomp
son and Oliver Brown succumbed to the prevailing ague in 
November, and had not recovered by the end of the month.' 
Nor had Jason when, late in November, there came the first 
real call to arms of the Brown settlement, to which its poverty
stricken owners had given at various times three names, 
Brown's Station, Brownsville and Fairfield. Not one of them 
has survived, and the last, from the beginning a misnomer, 
was particularly so in November, 1855, not only because of 
the exceptionally cold and bleak Kansas winter, but also 
because of the reports of new and alarming crimes of which 
Free State men were the victims. 

The killings began in earnest on October 25, at Doniphan, 
a town near Atchison, when Samuel Collins, owner of a saw
mill at Doniphan, was shot by a pro-slavery man, Patrick 
Laughlin by name, for political reasons. Laughlin, having 
betrayed a secret Free Soil society known as the .. Kansas 
Legion," of which he had for a time been a member, was de-
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nounced by Collins for his action. Like Montagues and Capu
lets, they met armed the next morning, with friends or rela
tions about them. When the fight was over, Collins lay dead; 
Laughlin, seriously wounded, recovered and lived on in Atchi
son, no effort being made to indict or punish him~1 If there 
was possibly room for doubt as to whether Collins or Laugh
lin assumed the offensive, there was none whatever in the 
case of Charles Dow, a young Free State man from Ohio, who 
was shot from behind and cruelly murdered near Hickory 
Point, Douglas County, by Franklin N. Coleman, of Virginia, 
a pro-slavery settler. This killing was due to a quarrel over 
Coleman's cutting timber on Dow's claim, and was, therefore, 
in its origin non-political. Yet out of it, too, came alarming 
political consequences. After attending a Free Soil settlers' 
meeting, called November 26 to protest against the crime 
and to bring the murderer to justice, Jacob Branson, the Free 
State man with whom Dow had been living, was arrested 
that same night by the pro-slavery sheriff, Samuel J. Jones, 
who resided at Westport, Missouri. Jones was postmaster of 
Westport while also sheriff of Douglas County, Kansas, and 
as will be seen, the gravest menace to the peace of the little 
Lawrence community. The pro-slavery warrants upon which 
Jones arrested Branson charged him with making threats and 
with breaches of the peace. As Sheriff Jones and his posse, 
which had then shrunk to fifteen men, neared Blanton's 
Bridge with their prisoner, after having spent two hours 
carousing at a house on the road, a party of fifteen Free State 
men headed by Samuel N. Wood, of Lawrence, stopped them 
with levelled guns. In the parley which followed, Branson 
went over to his rescuers, who absolutely refused to recognize 
the authority of Sheriff Jones, and told him that the only Jones 
they knew was the postmaster at Westport. The rescuing 
party reached Lawrence with Branson before dawn;' there 
it was at once recognized that the rescue would give the pro
slavery men precisely the excuse they needed for an attack 
upon the town. To an excited meeting of citizens held that 
evening, Branson related his story. His auditors were, how
ever, calm enough to decline all responsibility for the affair 
in the name of Lawrence. Realizing that this action would 
probably avail them but little, a Committee of Safety was 
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organized to form the citizens into guards and to put the town 
into a position of defence.-

Meanwhile, Sheriff Jones, after first despatching a messen
ger to his own State, Missouri, for aid, appealed on advice 
of others to the Governor of Kansas, who might naturally be 
expected to have a greater interest in the affair than anyone 
in Missouri.' Governor Shannon's interest was soon suffi
cientlyaroused for him to issue to the murderer, three days 
after the crime, a commission as justice of the peace.' Being 
also of a confiding nature, he was thus doubly prepared to 
believe the exaggerated statements made to him by Sheriff 
Jones, who declared that he must have no less than three thou
sand men forthwith in order to carry out the laws,' as the Gov
ernor might consider an "open rebellion" as having already 
commenced, - this as a result of .the rescue of a single prisoner, 
in which not a shot was fired. But the Free State men having 
destroyed three cabins, those of Coleman and two settlers 
named Hargus and Buckley, and thereby frightened some 
pro-slavery families into returning to Missouri, Jones was 
easily able to make Governor Shannon think that an armed 
band had burnt a number of homes, destroyed personal 
property, and turned whole families out of doors.' The Gov
ernor at once ordered Major-General William P. Richardson 
and Adjutant-General H. J. Strickler, of the newly organized 
pro-slavery militia, to repair to Lecompton with as large forces 
as they could raise, and report to Sheriff Jones to aid him 
in the execution of any legal process in his hands.IG This was 
the beginning of the so-called "Wakarusa War." 

Thus the Branson rescue gave the extreme pro-slavery men· 
the opportunity they had been looking for to mass their forces 
against Lawrence~ But it is also probably true that, as Sheriff 
Jones declared later in an affidavit, he would have met with 
violence had he attempted to serve any warrant in that town 
where the citizens, armed with the much dreaded Sharp's 
rifles, were daily drilling, and were outspoken in their refusal 
to obey any of the laws enacted by the Pawnee Legislature. 
Governor Shannon, being sworn to enforce the laws of the Ter
ri tory, had no other course open to him than to give aid to 
Jones. But his pro-slavery feelings led him to swallow every 
statement made to him by Jones. In the number of men he 
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called together, his willingness to have Missourians figure as 
Kansas militia, and his readiness to assume that there was 
a serious H rebellion" in Lawrence despite the assertions of 
its citizens, he again showed his bias. Moreover, he cannot 
altogether escape the charge of duplicity, for, while he never 
modified his orders of November 27 to his generals, he wrote 
to President Pierce the next day that the sheriff had called 
on him for more troops than were really needed, that H five to 
eight hundred men" would be enough. If his excuse for this 
inconsistency is his belief that his generals could not raise 
more than five or six hundred men, instead of the three thou
sand Jones asked for, he certainly did not make it plain to 
the citizens of Kansas that he wanted the smaller number. 
Again, while he subsequently testified that he had never 
dreamed that anyone would go to Missouri for men to rein
force Jones, he made not the slightest effort to reprove anyone 
for having done so, or to send back those citizens of Missouri 
who were there in the belief that he had summoned them. 
True, he wrote to Pierce that the reinforcing of Jones by 
sufficient citizens of the Territory to enable him to execute 
his processes U is the great object to be accomplished, to avoid 
the dreadful evils of civil war." 11 But he lifted no finger to 
prevent when there swarmed into Kansas the same men who 
had already invaded Kansas three times in order to stuff or 
steal the ballot-boxes, and were now only too happy to encamp 
near Lawrence with guns in their hands under the sanction 
of the government. His subsequent defence that after the 
arrival of the Missourians he deemed it best H to mitigate an 
evil which it was impossible to suppress, by bringing under 
military control these irregular and excited forces," 11 reads 
oddly enough. He did beg help of Pierce, and did try his best 
to call out the United States troops under Colonel E. V. Sum
ner at Fort Leavenworth, to aid him in preventing an attack 
on the citizens of Lawrence, who he had at the same time de
clared could best be sulxlued by citizens of Kansas reinforcing. 
Sheriff Jones! In other words, he now asked Colonel Sumner 
to protect Lawrence from Jones and his men. Bu t Sumner 
refused. 

Altogether, Governor Shannon claimed, two hundred and 
fifty Kansas militia rendezvoused near Franklin on the Waka-
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rusa, a small tributary of the Kansas River, south of Lawrence. 
But this statement rests on his assertion alone; most students 
of this period agree that not many more than fifty Kansans 
joined Major-General Richardson and Adjutant-General 
Strickler.u Of the Missourians, the first company to appear 
at Franklin and go into camp as Kansas militia was one of 
fifty men from \Vestport, Missouri. At Liberty and Lexing
ton r Missouri, two hundred men with three pieces of artillery 
and one thousand stand of arms were quickly brought to
gether and sent into Kansas. 14 Brigadier-General Lucien J. 
Eastin, commander of the Second Brigade of Kansas Militia, 
was also editor of the Leavenworth Herald, and with the aid 
of his presses not only ordered his own "brigade" to assem- ' 
ble at Leavenworth on December I, but circulated the follow
ing appeal ~ughout the Missouri border counties: 

TO ARMS! TO ARMS!! 

It is expected that every lover of Law and Order will rally at 
Leavenworth,onSaturdayDec.I,1855,preparedtomarchatonce to 
the scene oj the rebeUion, to put down the outlaws of Douglas County, 
who are committing depredations upon persons and property, burn
ing down houses and declaring open hostility to the laws, and have 
forcibly rescued a prisoner from the Sheriff. Come one, come all! 
The laws must be executed. The outlaws, it is said, are armed to 
the teeth and number 1000 men. Every man should bring his rifle 
and ammunition and it would be well to bring two or three days' 
provisions. Every man to his post, and do his duty.1I 

Many Citiuns. 

A letter purporting to come from Daniel Woodson, the Sec
retary of the Territory, urging Eastin to callout the Platte 
County, Missouri, Rifle Company, II as our neighbors are 
always ready to help us," and adding II do not implicate the 
Governor whatever you do," was subsequently denounced 
to the Howard Committee as a forgery by Mr. Woodson 
when under oath." It did much, however, to infuriate the 
Kansans, and was effectively used in the East as proof of 
Shannon's and Woodson's betrayal of Kansas. The highest 
estimate of those who assembled to besiege Lawrence is one 
by Sheriff Jones of eighteen hundred; it is generally believed 
that twelve hundred is the more accurate figure. l7 Atchison 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



, THE CAPTAIN OF THE LIBERTY GUARDS 117 

was, of course, conspicuous in urging on the invasion. Speak
ing at Platte City on December I, in his usual bombastic 
style, he said: II 

"Fellow Citizens: We have done our duty. Wehavedonenothing 
but our duty. Not you - not me - but those that have gone into 
Kansas to aid Governor Shannon to sustain the law and put down 
rebellion and insurrection. 250 men are now on the march and 
probably 500 more will go from the County of Platte. Why are you 
not with them - you and you? I wish that I was with them at 
their head ...• " 

In St. Louis, on the other hand, the Intelligencer, on Decem
ber I, took a very different view of Missouri's duty from that 
of Atchison: 

II. • • The people of Missouri are not the ones to be called on to 
back up the miserable political puppets that Frank Pierce shall 
send out from the Eastern States to play the fool and introduce 
bloodshed and anarchy in Kansas. Now, let Pierce reap the fruits 
of his imbecility. Let not the people of Missouri, by any urgent 
appeal or cunning device, be drawn into the internal feuds of Kan
sas. It looks very much as if there were a preconcerted effort to 
do this very thing. . . . It does seem to us that one of the devil's 
own choicest humbugs is exploding in the calIon Missouri for 
'help.'" . 

Naturally, this hastily gathered together "army" lacked 
cohesion and discipline; according to anti-slavery descriptions, 
its members were far gone in drink and supported themselves 
by pillaging the neighborhood. Andreas, the most reliable of 
Kansas historians, states that they were in the .. delirium 
coming from exposure, lack of food, and plentiful supplies of 
strong drink," and this is the tenor of all contemporary Free 
Soil accounts." In the Lexington, Mo., Express of December 
7, on the other hand, two citizens of that town reported, after 
having visited the pro-slavery forces, that all the men were 
.. comfortably fixed, with plenty of provisions and all were in 
high spirits and anxious for a fray .... The arrangements 
were good, and the most perfect order and decorum were 
preserved at all times. The sale of liquor was prohibited." 
Some of the weapons of this" noble and gallant set of fellows" 
were proved before the Howard Committee to have been 
stolen from the United States Arsenal at Liberty, Mo., which 
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arms the Border Ruffians, with surprising carelessness, failed 
to return when the Wakarusa "war" was over.· 

The citizens of Lawrence, on hearing of the coming of the 
Missourians, were content neither with sending away Branson 
and his rescuers, nor with organizing their citizens as guards, 
norwith fortifying the town and smuggling a howitzer from the 
North through the enemy's lines. A general call was sent out 
in all directions to Free State men in Kansas to come to the 
rescue of Lawrence. U The settlers rallied in response, arriving 
alone and in squads, on foot, on horseback and in wagons, regu
larly armed companies coming from Bloomington, Palmyra, 
Ottawa Creek and Topeka. Naturally, it was the opportunity 
for which the Brown minute-men had been longing. It was 
not until December 6, however, that authentic news reached 
them of what was going on, and that their aid was asked. 
John Brown, Jr., was on the way to Lawrenceon horseback 
to ascertain the facts, when the runner who was summoning 
the countryside met him. What happened then, John Brown 
himself described to his wife and children at North Elba in 
a long letter dated December 16, 1855: 

"On getting this last news it was at once agreed to break up at 
Johns Camp & take Wealthy, &. Jonny to Jason's camp (some Two 
Miles off); & that all the men but Henry, Jason & Oliver should 
at once set off for Lawrence under Arms; those Three being wholly 
unfit for duty. We then set about providing a little Corn-Bread; 
& Meat, Blankets, Cooking utensils, running Bullets & loading all 
our Guns, Pistols etc. The Five set off in the Afternoon, & after 
a short rest in the Night (which was quite dark), continued our 
march untill after daylight next Morning when we got our Break
fast, started again; & reached Lawrence in the Forenoon, all of us 
more or less larned by our tramp. On reaching the place we found 
that negotiations had commenced between Gov. Shannon (haveing 
a force of some Fifteen or Sixteen Hundred men) & the principal 
leaders of the Free-State men; they having a force of some Five 
Hundred men at that time. These were busy Night & day fortify
ing the Town with Embankments; & circular Earthworks up to the 
time of the Treaty with the Gov, as an attack was constantly looked 
for; notwithstanding the negotiations then pending. This state of 
things continued from Friday until Sunday Evening. On the Even
log we left a company of the invaders of from Fifteen to Twenty
five attacked some Three or Four Free-State men, mostly unarmed, 
killing a Mr. Barber from Ohio wholly unarmed. His boddy was 
afterward brought in; & lay for some days in the room afterward 
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. occupied by a part of the company to wh we belong: (it being 
organized after we reached Lawrence.) The building was a large 
unfinished Stone Hotel; in which a great part of the Volunteers 
were quartered: & who witnessed the scene of bringing in the Wife 
& other friends of the murdered man. I will only say of this scene 
that it was Heart-rending; & calculated to exasperate the men ex
ceedingly; & one of the sure results of Civil War. After frequently 
calling on the leaders of the Free-State men to come & have an 
interview with him, by Gov. Shannon; & after as often getting for 

• an answer that if he had any business to transact with anyone in 
Lawrence, to come & attend to it; he signified his wish to come into 
the Town: & an escort was sent to the Invaders' Camp to conduct 
him in. When there the leading Free-State men finding out his 
weakness, frailty & consciousness of the awkward circumstances 
into which he had really got himself; took advantage of his Coward
ice, & Folly; & by means of that & the free use of Whiskey; & some 
Trickery; succeeded in getting a written arangement with him 
much to their own liking. He stipulated with them to order the pro
slavery men of Kansas home; & to proclaim to the Missouri invaders 
that they must quit the Territory without delay; and also to give up 
Gen. Pomeroy a prisoner in their camp; which was all done; he also 
recognizing the Volunteers as the Militia of Kansas, & empowering 
their Officers to call them out whenever in their discretion the safety 
of Lawrence or other portions of the territory might require it to be 
done. He Gov. Shannon gave up all pretension of further attemp 
to enforce the enactments of the Bogus Legislature, & retired sub
ject to the derision & scoffs of the Free-State men (into whose hands 
he had committed the welfare & protection of Kansas): & to the 
pity of some; & the curses of others of the invading force. So ended 
this last Kansas invasion the Missourians returning with flying 
Colors, after incuring heavy expences: suffering great exposure, 
hardships, & privations, not having fought any Battles, Burned 
or destroyed any infant towns or Abolition Presses; leaving the 
Free-State men organised & armed, & in full f>ossession of the Ter
ritory; not having fulfilled any of all their dreadful threatenings, 
except to murder One unarmed man; & to commit some Roberies 
& waste of propperty upon defenceless families, unfortunately in 
their power. We learn by their papers they boast of a great vic
tory over the Abolitionists; & well they may. Free-State men 
have only hereafter to retain the footing they have gained; and 
Kansas is free. Yesterday the people passed uppon the Free-State 
constitution. The result, though not yet known, no one doubts. One 
little circumstance connected with our own number showing a little 
of the true character of those invaders: On our way about Three 
Miles from Lawrence we had to pass a bridge (with our Arms & 
Amunition) of which the invaders held possession; but as the Five 
had each a Gun, with Two large Revolvers in a Belt (exposed to 
view).with a Third in his Pocket: & as we moved directly on to the 
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Bridge without making any halt, they for some reason suffered 
us to pass without interruption; notwithstanding there were some 
Fifteen to Twenty-five (as variously reported) stationed in a Log
House at one end of the Bridge. We could not count them. A Boy 
on our approach ran & gave them notice. Five others of our Com
pany, weU armed; who followed us some Miles behind, met with 
equally civil treatment the same day. After we left to go to Law
rence until we returned when disbanded; I did not see the least sign 
of cowardice or want of self-possession exhibited by any volunteer. 
of the Eleven companies who constituted the Free-State force & I 
never expect again to see an equal number of such well-behaved, 
cool, determined men; fully as I believe sustaining the high char
acter of the Revolutionary Fathers; but enough of this as we intend 
to send you a paper giving a more full account of the affair. We 
have cause for gratitude in that we all returned safe, & well, with 
the exception of hard Colds; and found those left behind rather 
improving." » 

I t would be hard to add anything to this admirable summary 
of the close of the Wakarusa" war." That it was temperate 
and did not overemphasize the part played by the Missouri
ans appears from the opinion of John Sherman and William 
A. Howard, of the Howard Committee, who affirmed that: 

II Among the many acts of lawless violence which it has been the 
duty of your Committee to investigate, this invasion of Lawrence is 
the most defenceless. A comparison of the facts proven with the 
official statements of the officers of the government will show how 
groundless were the pretexts which gave rise to it. A communitr in 
which no crime had been committed by any of its members, agatnst 
none of whom had a warrant been issued or a complaint made, who 
had resisted no process in the hands of a real or pretended officer, 
was threatened with destruction in the name of 'law and order,' 
and that, too, by men who marched from a neighboring State with 
arms obtained by force and who at every stage of their progress vio
lated many laws, and among others the Constitution of the United 
States. 

II The chief guilt must rest on Samuel J. Jones. His character is 
illustrated by his language at Lecompton, when peace was made. 
He said Major Clark and Bums both claimed the credit of killing 
that damned abolitionist, (Barber) and he did n't know which ought 
to have it. If Shannon hadn't been a damned old fool, peace would 
never have been declared. He would have wiped Lawrence out. 
He had men and means enough to do it." 21 

John Brown's company comprised others than himse1f and 
his four sons, Frederick, Owen, Salmon and John, Jr., and was 
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well named the II Liberty Guards." He himself received here 
for the first time the historic title of Captain, and the original 
muster roll of his company, still preserved, gives the facts as 
to its composition and service:" 

"Muster Roll of Capt. John Brown's Company in the Fifth Regi
ment, First Brigade of Kansas Volunteers, commanded by Col. 
Geo. W. Smith, called into the service of the people of Kansas to 
defend the City of Lawrence, in the Territory of Kansas from 
threatened demolition by foreign invaders. Enrolled at Osawatomie 
K. T. Called into the service from the 27th day of November, A. D. 
1855, when mustered, to the 12th dayof December, when discharged. 
Service, 16 days. Miles travelled each way, So. Allowance to each 
for use of horse $24 . 

.. Remark - One keg of powder and eight pounds of lead were 
furnished by William Partridge and were used in the service." 

John Brown sen. Capt. 
Wm. W. Up De Graff 
Henry H. Williams 
Jas. J. Holbrook 
Ephraim Reynolds 
R. W. Wood 
Frederic Brown 
John Yelton 
Henry Alderman 
H. Harrison Up De Graff 
Dan'l W. Collis 
Wm. Partridge 
Amos D Alderman 
<h\'en Brown 
Salmon Brown 
John Brown, jr. 
Francis Brennen 
Wm. W. Coine 
Benj. L. Cochren 
Jeremiah Harrison 

1st 
2nd 
3rd 
1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
1St 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 

Lieut. .. .. 
Sergt. .. .. .. 
Corp 
Corp 
Corp 

II 

Age 

55 
34 
27 
23 
25 
20 
25 
26 
55 
23 
27 
32 
120 

31 
19 
34 
129 
19 
124 
22 

This muster roll was certified to as correct "on honor" by 
George W. Smith, Colonel commanding the Fifth Regiment 
Kansas Volunteers, but it will be noted that it gives the Lib
erty Guards credit for at least nine days more service than 
they were entitled to according to John Brown's own story. 
So does the honorable discharge of John Brown, Jr., which 
was countersigned not only by Colonel Smith, but also by 
J. H. Lane as General, First Brigade, Kansas Volunteers, and 
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"c. Robinson, Maj. Gen'l.," in that it dates his service from 
November 27. This apparently was the date of entry into 
service fixed for all the volunteers of this quaint" army," 
with its elaborate organization and high titles.1I As a matter 
of fact, the active service of the Liberty Guards comprised 
only Friday the 7th and Saturday the 8th of December, dur
ing which time the peace negotiations were under way. They 
remained in Lawrence until the 12th or later, when the other 
companies also left for their homes. 

In his narrative of what happened during his brief partici
pation in the siege of Lawrence, Brown slurs over his own 
part in the proceedings, which was sufficiently conspicuous 
to make him well known to all who were in the threatened 
town. "I did not see Brown's entry into Lawrence," writes 
R. G. Elliott, at the time an editor of the Kansas Free Slate, 
"which was the first introduction of the mysterious stranger 
into the Kansas drama, but I do know that his grim visage, 
his bold announcements, with the patriarchal organization 
of his company, gave him at once welcome entrance into the 
military counsels of the defenders, and lightened up the gloom 
of the besieged in their darkest hour." IS Here in Kansas, too, 
John Brown made upon every one the impression of age, 
owing to the stoop of his shoulders, the measured step, the 
earnestness and impressiveness of his manner, and other 
signs of seniority and natural leadership, even though there 
was in his endurance, the resoluteness of his movements, and 
the promptness of his speech, nothing approaching senility.· 
The title of captain fitted him readily; where he was, he led. 
And so at Lawrence, - hardly arrived, he was at the fortifi
cations. "There," reports an eye-witness, James F. Legate, he 
U walked quietly from fort to fort and talked to the men sta
tioned there, saying to each that it was nothing to die if their 
lives had served some good purpose, and that no purpose could 
be higher or better than that which called us to surrender 
life, if need be, to repel such an invasion." 17 Even though 
the discussion of peace was on, he suggested the gathering of 
pitchforks for use in repelling a possible charge. IS The peace 
itself produced in him only anger, when first he heard of it. 

• The Lawrence HerGld oj F,udorrt reported the arrival on December 7 of 
"Mr. John Brown, an G,. sentleman from Euex County, N. Y .... 
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It was not only, as he wrote to Orson Day on reaching home, 
that there was "a good deal of trickery on the one side and 
of cowardice, folly, & drunkenness on the other;" IV there was 
suppression of facts as well. For the actual terms of peace, 
involving as they did a compromise, were at first concealed 
by the leaders in expectation of dissatisfaction. As a matter 
of fact, the agreement pledged the Free State men to "aid in 
the execution of the laws when called upon by proper author
ity;" its equivocal concluding sentence read: "We wish it 
understood, that we do not herein express any opinion as to 
the validity of the enactments of the Territorial Legislature." 
This was signed on December 8. 

An open-air meeting was held on Saturday afternoon about 
the still unfinished Free State Hotel, where a box outside the 
door served as a platform and door-sill, there being no steps 
but planks leading to the ground. Shannon, Robinson and 
Lane, fresh from signing the treaty, harangued the crowd. 
What the terms of the treaty were, they would tell no one 
that day. Shannon expressed his satisfaction at the discovery 
that he had misunderstood the people of Lawrence, that they 
were really estimable and orderly persons. He hoped now to 
preserve order and get out of the Territory the Missourians, 
who, he remarked, were there of their own accord. Lane's 
eloquence evoked cheers; he declared that "any man who 
would desert Lawrence until the invaders below had left the 
Territory, was a coward." Governor Robinson was pacific, dis
creet and brief. He stated, according to William Phillips, the 
Tribune's correspondent, that "they had taken an honorable 
position." ao But the crowd was not so sure of that. A rumor 
had been circulating that the treaty was in reality a complete 
surrender on the part of Robinson and Lane, and an accept
ance of the hated pro-slavery laws. John Brown, boiling over 
with anger, mounted the shaky platform and addressed the 
audience when Robinson had finished. He declared that 
Lawrence had been betrayed, and told his hearers that they 
should make a night attack upon the pro-slavery forces and 
drive them out of the Territory. "I am an Abolitionist," he 
said, .. dyed in the wool," and then he offered to be one of ten 
men to make a night attack upon the Border Ruffian camp. 
Armed and with lanterns, his plan was to string his men along 
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the camp far apart. At a given signal in the early morning 
hours, they were to shout and fire on the slumbering enemy. 
"And I do believe," declared John Brown in telling of it, 
"that the whole lot would have run." II Lane, too, had been 
secretly in favor of an attack, but peace councils prevailed. II 
John Brown was pulled down by friends and foes from the 
improvised rostrum, and, according to one responsible witness, 
it was Robinson who stamped out the incipient mutiny by 
calmly assuring the crowd that the unpUblished treaty was a 
triumph of diplomacy. II 

That same evening, Shannon, Lane and Robinson spoke to 
thirteen pro-slavery captains at Franklin, who grumblingly 
accepted the treaty and gave their word that they would 
endeavor to induce the Missourians to return quietly to their 
homes.u But the Missouri leaders were not all pleased at 
the outcome. General Stringfellow declared, in a speech in the 
camp near Lecompton, that "Shannon has played us false; 
the Yankees have tricked us." Sheriff Jones's regret that 
Shannon did not wipe out Lawrence has already been recorded. 
Atchison was for peace, - there are doubts if he really was 
a fighting man when it came to the point. "If you attack 
Lawrence now," he declared, "you attack it as a mob, and 
what would be the result? You would cause the election 
of an Abolition President and the ruin of the Democratic 
party." II If there was some grumbling among the rank and 
file at Shannon's ordering them to return to their homes, the 
cold storm of that Saturday night helped on the dissolution 
of the pro-slavery forces. Many left on Monday morning, 
worn, sleepless and frozen. Moreover, the whiskey had given 
out, and this, with the fear of a possible Free State attack, 
sent more and more home, until on Tuesday only a few par
ties remained. Finally, these few gave in to the inevitable and 
departed, says Phillips, "cursing Shannon and the • cunning 
Abolitionists.''' I. 

As for Shannon, the tricky Robinson had again taken ad
vantage of his weakness by inviting him and Sheriff Jones 
to a peace gathering in the Free State Hotel on Sunday even
ing, December 9, despite protests from Lane and others that 
no such enemy of Lawrence as Jones should be given the 
right hand of fellowship. In the course of the evening, when 
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the Governor was thoroughly enjoying himself, Robinson 
rushed up to him and informed him that the Missourians 
had left the Wakarusa and were marching on Lawrence. He 
insisted that the Governor should at once sign a paper author-

Lane to defend the The Governor, 
put his name following document: 

Robinson and J. H. commanders of the 
Lawrence: 
hereby authorized to take such meaStllres 

and use the enrolled forces under your command in such manner, 
for the preservation of the peace and the protection of the persons 
and property of the people of Lawrence and its vicinity, as in your 
judgment shall best secure that end. 

WILSON SHANNON. 
LAWKBNcB, Dec. 9, 18SS. 

"-".4,""''' __ ''''.>' thereupon rPTnrflP11 to the delights 
says Phillips, eventful 

Jl"prnnl"JII. ever get drunk, his highness, 
superlatively tipsy, 

came to his senses discovered that 
given legal authority to arm and fight to the leaders of that 
very mob to suppress which he had called out the Territorial 
militia, he was properly chagrined. The force which he had 
denounced for assembling to upset the laws was now duly 
empowered by him to act at its own discretion without limit 
of time, Naturally, the indignant. In 

Kansas the N ew York 
25, 1855, to justify himself 

predicament, .. <II,."""" 

u· ••• amid an excited throng, in a small and crowded apartment, 
and without any critical examination of the paper which Dr. Rob
inson had just written, I signed it; but it was distinctly understood 
that it had no application to anything but the threatened attack 
on Lawrence that night .... It did not for a moment occur to me 
that this pretended attack upon the town was but a device to obtain 
from which might be used my prejudice. I SUJ:IP01Sed 
at I was surrounded gentlemen and by 

by tricksters, fraudulent representations, 
obtain an advantage me. I was the 

who deserved treatment from the \';UI~~lU> 

Dig 
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It is evident that the Governor had reason for his anger. 
Dr. Robinson's successful stratagem can best be justified by 
that familiar theory that everything is permissible in war. 
This has excused many a more heinous crime; but Shannon 
could properly have urged that, as peace had been signed, this 
trick was indefensible even as a war measure. 

The treaty was, from the beginning, an ill-fated document, 
and met the destiny double-dealing compromises deserve. 
As events turned out, the Missourians had their revenge on 
Lawrence and Robinson within seven months. Though he 
afterwards became a respected citizen of Lawrence, Shannon 
was, until his removal in 1856, despised by its residents and 
berated by the pro-slavery men in and out of the Territory, 
who sought to saddle upon him the blame for their undeniable 
defeat. "The discomfited and lop-eared invaders," wrote 
Horace Greeley in the Tribune of December 25, in character
istic style, "pretend that against their wish they were kept 
from fighting by the pusillanimity of Gov. Shannon." Thus 
ended the Wakarusa "war." It had cost but one life, that of 
Barber, the unexpected sight of whose dead body in the Free 
State Hotel had done much to make Shannon see some justice 
in the Free Soil cause. . Barber had been shot from behind, 
probably by the United States Indian agent, Major George 
E. Clarke, for the sole reason that he had been visiting Law
rence. "I. have sent another of those damned Abolitionists to 
his winter quarters," boasted Clarke. But Colonel James N. 
Burns, of Missouri, disputed his right to this honor, and, since 
both fired at the same moment, no one has ever been able to 
decide to whom Barber owed his death wound.1I 

The night after his abruptly ended speech John Brown 
passed with James F. Legate. He asked Legate for minute 
particulars of the latter's ten years of experience in the South, 
so far as it related to the slaves, asking especially if they 
had any attachment for their masters and would fight for 
liberty. Then they had an argument as to the nature of 
prayer; it ended by Brown's praying for power to repel the 
slaveholders, the enemies of God, and for freedom allover 
the earth. 40 • 

On December 14, Brown, his four sons and their half
starved horse, which dragged the heavily laden wagon, were 
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back and settled at Brown's Station, apparently reconciled 
to the treaty, for on that date he wrote to Orson Day of his 
over-sanguine belief that "the Territory is now entirely in 
the power of the Free State men," and of his confident expec
tation that the" Missourians will give up all further hope of 
making Kansas a Slave State." U 

The result of the vote on the Free State Constitution, on 
December 15, further helped to make John Brown contented 
with the Shannon compromise. Apparently there was a peace
ful winter before them, and this proved to be the case. Its 
very inclemency made further hostile operations impossible, 
and left the Kansans free to keep body and soul together as 
best they could. John Brown himself utilized the opportunity 
to go a number of times into the enemy's country in January 
in search of supplies, without meeting with any unpleasant 
experiences. On January I, 1856, he wrote from West Point, 
Missouri, "In this part of the State there seems to be but little 
feeling on the slave question." U As the temperature had 
ranged from ten to twenty-eight degrees below zero in the 
week previous to his writing, and there were in places ten 
inches of snow on the ground, it is obvious that the need of 
pork and flour which made Brown venture forth must have 
been pressing. By the 4th he was back in Osawatomie again, 
for on the 5th he was appointed chairman of a convention 
in Osawatomie, called for the purpose of nominating State 
officers. His son, John Brown, Jr., was duly nominated for 
the Legislature, and, so Henry Thompson reported the next 
day, "the meeting went off without any excitement and to 
our satisfaction." U This was but an index of the place the 
Browns had already made for themselves, a recognition of 
their dominating characters. Further proof of this is to be 
found in a letter from Mrs. John Brown, Jr., to her mother-in
law. Writing on January 6, 1856, she says: "You need not in 
the least feel uneasy about your husband, he seems to enjoy 
life well, and I believe he is now situated so as to do a great 
deal of good j he certainly seems to be a man here who exhibits 
a great amount of influence and is considered one of the most 
leading "and influential minds about here. . . . Our men have 
so much war and elections to attend to that it seems as though 
we were a great while getting into a house." U 
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On the 8th of January, John Brown went back to Missouri 
for more provisions, accompanied by Salmon and driving the 
faithful horse for the last time, since that hard-worked ani
mal must needs be sold to a pro-slavery master, that the pro
visions might be obtained for the oxen to bring home, and to 
replace moneys belonging to S. L. Adair used by John Brown 
on the road to Kansas. U By means of the sale of our Horse 
and Waggon: our present wants are tolerably well met; so 
that if health is continued to us we shall not probably suffer 
much," wrote Brown to his wife on February I, on his return 
from a third trip to Missouri. He reported also that the 
weather continued very severe: U It is now nearly Six Weeks 
that the Snow has been almost constantly driven (like dry 
sand) by the fierce Winds of Kansas." There were also serious 
alarms of war: uWe have justleamed of some new,' and shock
ing outrages at Leavenworth: and that the Free-State people 
there have fled to Lawrence: which place is again threatend 
with an attack. Should that take place we may soon again 
be called upon to • buckle on our armor;' which by the help 
of God we will do: when I suppose Henry, & Oliver will have 
a chance." U He added, however, that in his judgment there 
would be no general disturbance until warmer weather. In 
this view he was as correct as he had previously been wrong 
in estimating the results of the Wakarusa .. war." 

The Leavenworth troubles, to which he referred, were so 
serious as to be taken on both sides as ending the truce signed 
by Shannon. They grew out of the election, on January 15, 
of members of the Free Soil Legislature and the State officers 
under the Topeka Constitution. Just as the Missourians had 
refrained from interfering with the Free State voting in the 
adoption of the Constitution, they now permitted the January 
15 election to pass off in peace, except at Leavenworth, where 
the pro-slavery mayor forbade the holding of the election. It 
took place clandestinely and was then adjourned to Easton, 
twelve miles away, where it was again held on the 17th, de
spite the disarming and driving away of some of the Free State 
voters. That night there was severe fighting between the two 
sides, in which the pro-slavery men lost one killed and two 
wounded, while two of the Free Soilers were injured. Later, 
the pro-slavery forces, which had been reinforced by a militia 
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company, the Kickapoo Rangers, captured Captain Reese P. 
Brown, the leader of the Free State men, as he was returning to 
Leavenworth. Him the Rangers mortally wounded the next 
day, when he was unarmed and defenceless. ce "These men, 
or rather demons," reported Phillips to the Tribu.ne, "rushed 
around Brown and literally hacked him to death with their 
hatchets." Not an effort was made to punish the murderers, 
though they were well known to the Territorial authorities. 
Some of the pro-slavery newspapers, like Stringfellow's Squat
ter Sovereign, upheld the deed, that journal calling for "War! 
War!!." " The Leavenworth Herald justified the murder and 
gave notice to the Free State men that: "These higher-law 
men ",ill not be permitted longer to carry on their illegal and 
high-handed proceedings. The good sense of the people is 
frowning it down. And if it cannot be in one way it will in 
another." 48 The Kansas Pioneer of Kickapoo was an acces
sory to Brown's murder before the fact, for on the morning 
of the crime it had published this appeal: "Sound the bugle 
of war over the length and breadth of the land and leave 
not an Abolitionist in the Territory to relate their treach
erous and contaminating deeds. Strike your piercing rifle 
balls and your glittering steel to their black and poisonous 
hearts." 4. 

But the black-hearted Free SoUers voted nevertheless, cast· 
ing, in the entire Territory, 1628 ballots for Mark W. Dela
hay, the candidate for delegate to Congress who had just 
previously, on December 22, 1855, had a taste of Missouri 
intolerance, when the printing-presses of his Leavenworth 
newspaper, the Territorial Register, were thrown into the Mis
souri River because of the Free Soil sentiments of its editor.5O 

For Charles Robinson as Governor there were cast 1296 votes. 
This result increased the anger of the pro-slavery men. On that 
day of balloting, Sheriff Jones wrote to Robinson and Lane, 
asking whether they had or had not pledged themselves to aid 
him with a posse in serving a writ. Their answer was only 

. that they would make no .. further resistance to the arrest 
by you of one of the rescuers of Branson, . . . as we desire 
to test the validity of the enactments of the body that met 
at the Mission, calling themselves the Kansas Legislature, by 
an appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States." II 
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J ones and the Border Ruffians thereupon insisted that the 
Free State men had violated the truce of Lawrence, and 
deemed themselves no longer bound by it. By February 4, 
ex-Senator Atchison was again threatening the sword of ex
termination, or rather the bowie-knife: "Send your young 
men ... drive them [the Abolitionists] out. ... Get ready, 
arm yourselves; for if they abolitionize Kansas you lose 
$100,000,000 of your property. I am satisfied I can justify 
every act of yours before God and a jury," it - words that 
could not have gone unread at Brown's Station, where they 
received and pored over "Douglas newspapers" as well as 
Free Soil ones. The election had passed off quietly enough 
at Osawatomie, John Brown, Jr., being duly elected to the 
Legislature, but shortly afterwards the minute-men led in the 
expUlsion of a claim-jumper, as a result of a settlers' meet
ing held onJ anuary24 to consider the case. Henry Thompson, 
John Brown, Jr., and his brothers Oliver and Frederick were 
the committee which, well armed, knocked the man's door in 
and threw his belongings out. Henry Thompson's part was 
watching, with a loaded revolver in his hand, every action of 
the claim-jumper until he disappeared in the distance, vowing 
vengeance on each and every Brown. II 
I. It was also on January 24, that President Pierce sent a special 
message to Congress which aroused the ire of every Free State 
settler, and.of every anti-slavery man the country over. In it, 
yielding to the influence of Jefferson Davis, and of Governor 
Shannon, who was then in Washington, he squarely took the 
side of the South, proclaiming the pro-slavery Shawnee Legis
lature legal, whatever election frauds might have been com
mitted, and denouncing the acts of the Free State men as 
without law and revolutionary in character, "avowedly so 
in motive," which would become" treasonable insurrection" 
if they wen t to the" length of organized resistance by force to 
the fundamental or any other Federal law, and to the author
ity of the general government." On February lIthe Presi
dent went even further, and issued a proclamation which de
prived the Free State forces of all hope of any aid from the 
Federal Government. It placed the entire authority and power 
of the United States on the side of pro-slavery men, and of all 
those persons who opposed the Topeka movement. While 
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condemning the lawless acts of both sides, he placed the Fort 
Riley and Fort Leavenworth troops at Shannon's behest, 
except that he was cautioned not to call upon them unless it 
was absolutely necessary to do so to enforce the laws and keep 
peace; even then this proclamation must be read aloud before 
the soldiers acted. Naturally, the South rejoiced and the 
hearts of the defenders of Lawrence were downcast. The 
Squatter SOfJef'eign was emboldened on February 20 to say: 
U In our opinion the only effectual way to correct the evils 
that now exist is to hang up to the nearest tree the very last 
traitor who was instrumental in getting up, or participating 
in, the celebrated Topeka Convention." 

John Brown had anticipated this action of Pierce's, and his 
feelings sought relief on the same day in the following letter 
to Joshua R. Giddings, the well-known anti-slavery Congress
man from Ohio: 

OSAWATOMIB KANSAS 1'BUITORY 20th Feby 1856 

HON. JOSHUA R. GIDDINGS 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

DEAR SIR, 
I write to say that a number of the United States Soldiers are 

quartered in this vicinity for the ostensible purpose of removing 
i,fSInMlers from certain Indian Lands. It is, however, belUtled that 
the Administration has no thought of removing the Missourians 
from the Indian Lands; but that the real object is to have these 
men in readiness to act in the enforcement of those Hellish enact
ments of the (so called) Kansas Legislature; absolutely abominated 
by a great majority of the inhabitants of the Territory; and spumed 
by them up to this time. I confidently believe that the next move
ment on the part of the Administration and its Proslavery masters 
will be to drive the people here, either to submit to those Infernal 
enactments; or to assume what will be termed treasonable grounds 
by shooting down the poor soldiers of the country with whom they 
have no quarrel whatever. I ask in the name of Almighty God; I 
ask in the name of our venerated fore-fathers; I ask in the name of 
all that good CDr true men ever held dear; will Congress suffer us to 
be driven to such "dire extremities"? Will anything be done? Please 
send me a few lines at this place. Long acquaintance with your 
public life, and a slight personal acquaintance incline and embolden 
me to make this ap~al to yourself. 

"Everything is still on the surface here just now. Circumstances, 
however, are of a most suspicious character. 

Very Respectfully yours, 
JORN BROWN." 
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Before this earnest letter was far on its way there came an 
important answer to its appeal, and to the proclamation of 
the President, in the organization of the "National Republi
can Party" at Pittsburgh, February 22, 1856, the name of 
Charles Robinson being placed on its National Committee 
as representative of Kansas, on the motion of S. N. Wood, 
leader of the Branson rescuers, who was present as a delegate. 
On account of the terrible weather" - the snow was often 
eighteen inches deep, and the thermometer as low as twenty
seven degrees below zero - the mails were slow in leaving 
Kansas," and it was not until March 17 that Mr. Giddings 
assured his Osawatomie correspondent: 

" . . . you need have no fear of the troops. The President will 
never dare employ the troops of the United States to shoot the citi
zens of Kansas. The death of the first man by the troops will involve 
every free State in your own fate. It will light up the fires of civil 
war throughout the North, and we shall stand or fall with you. Such 
an act will also bring the President so deep in infaml that the hand 
of political resurrection will never reach him ...• " 7 

Governor Shannon returned to Kansas on March 5, ex
ulting in his having the regular troops commanded by Colo
nel Sumner under him, especially as that excellent officer 
had refused to come to his aid during the Wakarusa .. war" 
without express authority from Washington. II The day be
fore, on March 4, the Free State Legislature had duly as
sembled as required by the Topeka Constitution, without 
the slightest regard for Pierce's message or proclamation." 
It remained in session only eleven days, receiving Governor 
Robinson's inaugural address, electing Governor Lane and 
ex-Governor Reeder Senators of the United States in the 
event of the State's being admitted to the Union, preparing 
a niemorial to Congress begging that admission, and receiv
ing the report of the Territorial Executive Committee, headed 
by Lane, which then went out of existence. Adjournment 
was on March 15 until July 4, when it met again, only to 
be dispersed by Colonel Sumner's troopers. John Brown, 
Jr., was in attendance at the session in March; his father 
recorded this in a letter to North Elba on March 6, in 
which he also complained of the lack of any letters or news 
because of deep snows and high water, so that, he wrote, " we 
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have no idea what Congress has done since early in J any:" .. 
John Brown, Jr., did not, however, arrive in Topeka, with 
Henry H. Williams, a fellow Representative, until the morn
ing of the 5th, so Mr. Williams wrote on the 7th to a friend. 
His letter shows that there was considerable trepidation 
among the arriving delegates in view of Pierce's position. 
"Shannon," he wrote, "is at the Big Springs on a bender I 
learn ..•. Mr. Brown has been put on a committee to se
lect six candidates from which three are to be elected Com
missioners to revise and codify the laws and rules of prac
tise. . .. " II 

Only fifteen of the Topeka legislators signed the memorial 
to Congress asking for the admission of Kansas as a Free 
State under the Topeka Constitution, a copy of which was 
attached to their petition. John Brown, Jr., was of courSe one 
of the fifteen. II He was also one of the committee of three 
to draft resolutions in regard to the murder of Captain R. P. 
Brown. He figured also as a member of the standing com
mittee on vice and immorality, and presented a petition from 
fifty-six ladies of Topeka praying for the enactment of a law 
prohibiting the manufacture and sale of liquor," for all of 
which legislative service, and for his subsequent partaking in 
the meetings of the committee to select the commisSioners 
to codify the laws," this unfortunate man paid a terrible 
price within the next three months. Soon after John Brown, 
Jr., returned, his father, Frederick and Oliver Brown, and 
Henry Thompson went on a surveying tour to the west of 
their settlement, fixing the boundaries of their lands for the 
Indian neighbors they had learned to respect and like. The 
Ottawas, having found that many whites were settling on 
their lands, held a council and asked the Browns to trace their 
southern boundary. "There is a good many settlers on their 
lands," wrote Henry Thompson to his wife, II that will prob
ably have to leave - mostly proslavery." II This prospect 
could hardly have raised the Browns in the esteem of these 
neighbors and their sympathizers. This surveying p~rty was, 
however, one of those experiences in Kansas which made 
Henry Thompson write to his wife a month later, April 16, 
when the outlook for the Free State had grown gloomy 
enough:" It is a great trial to me to stay away from you, but 
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I am here', and feel i have a saCrifice to make, a duty to~. 
form. Can I leave that undone and feel easy, and have a 
conscience void of offence? Should I ever feel that I had not 
put my hand to the plough and looked back?"" I t was 
not only the cause which held Mr. Thompson in Kansas, but 
his very great regard for John Brown. Upon Brown's plans 
he later wrote to his wife, would depend his own, "until 
School is out."'" 

April 16 was also the date of a settlers' meeting of momen· 
tous importance to Osawatomie. It attracted widespread at
tention elsewhere in the Territory, since it was the first open 

. defiance, after the President's proclamation, by any body of 
men, of the Shawnee Legislature's laws. The call for the gath
ering was signed by twenty-three citizens, who wished to con
fer as to the proper attitude to be taken toward the officials 
appointed by the Shawnee Legislature to assess property and 
collect taxes. Richard Mendenhall presided, and there was 
full discussion of the situation." No less ominous a figure 
than the Rev. Martin White presented the Border Ruffian 
side. The Rev. S. L. Adair, brother-in-law of John Brown, 

. recorded many years later that "Martin White stood up for 
the laws, and charged rebellion and treason on all who de
elined to obey them. Captain John Brown was for regarding 
the Legislature as a fraud and their laws as a farce and their 
slave code as wicked, and if an attempt was made to enforce 
them to resist it." Martin White put it differently. "I went," 
he declared in a speech to the Kansas Legislature in Febru
ary,1857, when telling of his experiences with the Free State 
men, "to one of their meetings and tried to reason with them 
for peace, but in so doing I insulted the hero [John Brown] 
of the murder of the three Doyles, Wilkinson and Sherman, 
and he replied to me and said that he was an 'Abolitionist 
of the old stock - was dyed in the wool and that negroes 
were his brothers and equals - that he would rather see this 
Union dissolved and the country drenched with blood .than 
to pay taxes to the amount of one-hundredth part of a mill.''' 
As to his own position, Mr. Adair testified: "I had said but 
·little. But the question was put directly: was I ready t6 obey 
the laws or to take up arms against them? I replied I should 
not regard the authority of those laws, yet was not ready 
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to take up arms against them but was ready if necessary to 
suffer penalties." This was the spirit in which the Free Soil 
pioneers were meeting the situation created by Pierce's sid
ing with the pro-slavery forces. They were willing to "suffer 
penalties" ~or their beliefs in the good old New England 
fashion, and were in no wise to be swerved from their sense of 
duty by the thundering of the highest authority in the land. 

As a result of the discussion and the appointment of a com
mittee of five to prepare them, the following resolutions were 
adopted by the meeting: 

Resolved, That we utterly repudiate the authority of that Legis
lature as a body, emanating not from the people of Kansas, but 
elected and forced upon us by a foreign vote, and that the officers 
appointed by the same, have therefore no legal power to act. 

Resolved, That we pledge to one another mutual support and aid 
in a forcible resistance to any attempt to compel us with obedience 
to those enactments, let that attempt come from whatever source it 
may, and that if men appointed by that legislature to the office of 
.Assessor or Sheriff, shall hereafter attempt to assess or collect taxes 
of us, they will do so at the peril of such consequences as shall be 
necessary to prevent same. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to inform such 
officers of the action of this meeting by placing in their hands a copy 
of these resolutions. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions with the proceedings 
of this meeting be furnished to the several papers of Kansas with 
a request to publish the same. 

RICHARD MENDENHALL, Pres',.
OscAR V. DAYTON, Sec'r,. 

One cannot but admire the courage which prompted this 
spreading abroad of the decision of the meeting. I t was, how
ever, soon to have dire results (or the little settlement itself. 

About this same time there had come to a neighboring pro
slavery settlement of the Shermans, one of whom was known 
as "Dutch Henry," a Judge, Sterling G. Cato, to hold court 
in the name of the bogus Territorial Legislature. The Browns 
soon heard that he had issued warrants for their arrest, 
either because of their participation in the meeting of April 
16, or because of prior dislike of them as Abolitionists. John 
Brown sent to the court his son Salmon and Henry Thompson, 
"to see," so Salmon Brown affirms, U if Cato would arrest us. 
We went over ten miles afoot and stood around to see if they 
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would carry out their threat. I did not like it. I did not want 
to be in the middle of a rescue. That's a risky situation. I 
thought father was wild to send us, but he wanted to hurry up 
,he fight-always. II 7. This ruse having failed, Brown himself 
went with his armed company to see what was going on. The 
result of this he described to his brother-in-law, Adair: 

DEAR BROTHER AnAIR:-
BROWN'S STATION, 22d April, 1856. 

• . . Yesterday we went to Dutch Henrys to see how things were 
going at Court, my boys turned out to train at a house near by. 
Many of the volunteer Co. went in without show of arms to hear 
the charge to Grand Jury. The Court is thoroughly Bogus but the 
Judge had not the nerve to avow it openly. He was questioned on 
the bench in writing civilly but plainly whether he intended to 
enforce the Bogus Laws or not; but would give no answer. He did 
not even mention the so called Kansas Legislature or name their 
acts but talked of our laws; it was easy for anyone conversant with 
law matters to discover what code he was charging the jury under. 
He evidently felt much agitated but talked a good deal about hav
ing criminals punished, &c. After hearing the charge and witnessing 
the refusal of the Judge to answer, the volunteers met under arms 
passed the Osawatomie Preamble & Resolutions, every man voting 
aye. They also appointed a committee of Three to wait on the 
Judge at once with a coppy in full i which was immediately done. 
The effect of that I have not yet learned. You will see that matters 
are in a fair way of comeing to a head. 

Yours sincerely in haste, 
JOHN BROWN 71 

James Hanway, a leading Free State settler, has recorded 
the following additional details of this occurrence: 

U John Brown, Jr. left the court room, and in the yard he called 
out in a loud voice: • The Pottawattomie Rifle Company will meet 
at the parade ground,' and the company consisting of some thirty 
men, marched off to meet as ordered. There was not a disrespectful 
word uttered, nor were there deadly weapons displayed on the oc
casion - there were doubtless a few pocket pistols, but they were 
·hid from sight. Between dark and daylight, Judge Cato and his 
.officials had left i they journeyed toward Lecompton in Douglas 
County, which was the Bastile of the proslavery party. This was 
the first and the last of the proslavery court holding their sessions 
in this section of the country." 71 

This incident, Mr. Hanway added, got into the pro-slavery 
newspapers in a magnified and distorted form, and became 
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a standing charge against the Free State party of Kansas as 
one of their heinous crimes, for Judge Cato portrayed him
self thereafter as a court compelled to flee for safety. 

About the time that Judge Cato's court was in session at 
Dutch Henry's, there arrived in the neighborhood a com
pany of Southerners who had come to the Territory from 
Georgia, Alabama and South Carolina, in order to make it 
a slave State. John Brown lost no time in discovering their 
objects, and he did it in a manner which has become famous 
in Kansas. "Father," says Salmon Brown, "had taken advan
tage of his knowledge of surveying, and, as a surveyor, ran a 
line through their camp. He had been surveying the old In
dian lands, previously, for the Indians .. The Border Ruffians 
never suspected us to be anything but friends, for only pro
slavery men got government jobs then, and surveyors were 
supposed ·~to be government officers. So they talked freely 
abou t their plans and one big fellow said : • We came up here for 
self first and the South next. But one thing we will do before 
we leave, we'll clear out the damned Brown crowd.'" 71 This 
last was an empty boast, as time showed. But the arrival of 
these men in the neighborhood of Osawatomie was but an
other sign of the impending crisis. They were part of the force 
raised by Major Jefferson Buford at Eufaula, Silver Run and 
Columbus, Georgia, and Montgomery, Alabama, as the result 
of an appeal for Southern emigrants to settle in Kansas." 
The organization was military, but the men went unarmed as 
far as Kansas City, where they arrived between four and five 
hundred strong, late in April. On May 2 they passed into Kan
sas with weapons in plenty, scattering for a time in search 
of homes, only to be called upon in short order as a military 
force. But before this came to pass, they had added greatly 
to the terror of the Free Soil settlers by their swashbuckling 
marches through the Territory. Just as they left Montgomery, 
Buford's men had been marched to the bookstore of the 
Messrs. McIlvaine in that city, where each man received a 
Bible. "But," says a correspondent of the Tribune, "on the 

. trip up the river [from St. Louis] the Bibles were thrown 
promiscuously into a large bucket on the hurricane deck, and 
the company were below handling an article known among 
gamblers as a • pocket testament.'" 71 "The people of West-
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port were glad to see Buford's men come; they were doubly 
glad when they went away finally," reported an old citizen 
of Westport, and there is little doubt that they got out of 
hand soon after entering Kansas, for as settlers they were 
a dismal failure. When their service in the sack of Lawrence 
was over, after pillaging and roaming for a while, they gradu
ally began to return to the South. 

Here those who returned afforded fresh proof of the inabil
ity of that section to colonize its favorite institution as far 
North and West as Kansas. A number enlisted in the United 
States troops in Kansas, while others went over to the Free 
State men and thus became traitors to the cause of human 
bondage. Still others stayed for months near Westport, a 
veritable plague to their friends." In short, the expedition 
was a disastrous failure politically, economically and finan
cially; it served no other purpose than to aid in the wanton 
destruction of part of the city of Lawrence and the throwing 
into chains of the Free State leaders. 

Beyond doubt the arrival of Buford's men raised high the 
spirits of the Southern leaders, who fondly believed that there 
would now be sufficient emigration of their own people to 
offset the continuing stream of arrivals from New England, 
notably a remarkable colony from New Haven, one hundred 
strong, who settled sixty-five miles above Lawrence on the 
Kansas River and, unlike Buford's men, knew how to plough 
and plant. "Our town," wrote a correspondent of the Trib
une from Lawrence on April 19, "is crowded with immigrants 
from all parts. A number of companies are camping here, 
anxiously awaiting their exploring committees, who have 
gone out to look at different localities. There is a large com
pany from Ohio - one from Connecticut - one from New 
Hampshire, and others are daily arriving. . • . The emi
grants of this season are much superior to those of last year. 
They come in the face of difficulties and are prepared to meet 
them." 77 But fears of a similar tide of Southerners impelled 
Horace Greeley to impassioned editorials urging the youth 
of the Northeast to save Kansas, by force of arms and de
votion to principle.7s A correspondent of the Albany Journal, 
writing on March 16 from a steamboat on the Mississippi, 
gave this picture of the outlook: 
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II I have just come up from Tennesaee and let me assure you that 
the South are now moving in earnest in sending settlers to Kansas. 
I heard a letter from Kansas . . . read at a Kansas meeting, in 
which the South were (sic) urged to send their men immediately. 
'The only hope,' the writer stated, was in sending on enough to 
whip the d~ Abolitionists before the 1st of July, or the Territory 
would be lost. The writer says: 'There are now at least three Abo
litionists to one friend of the South, and if anything is done it must 
be done quickly.''' 

A Tribune correspondent in Kansas City wrote late in April 
that: u It is unquestionable that the South has gone into the 
'actual settlement' business to a great extent this Spring." 7t 

Horace Greeley himself wrote to his newspaper from Wash
ington on March I: 

"The Free-State men of Kansas now in this city have letters from 
various points in that embryo State down to the 18th and 19th ult. 
Their general tone implies apprehension that a bloody collision is 
imminent. The Border Ruffians have been raised entirely off their 
feet by Pierce's extraordinary Messages, which they regard as a com
plete endorsement of all their past outrages and an incitement to 
persevere in their diabolical work. It is believed by our friends that 
the organization of the State Government at Topeka the coming 
week will be made the pretext for a raid, and if possible a butchery, 
at the hands of the Slavery party .•• .',ao 

I t was only in the time set that this prognostication was 
wrong. But meanwhile, as James Redpath has recorded, 
the acts of the Washington allies of Atchison, Stringfellow 
and Jones were daily making of the Free State pioneers more 
and more ardent advocates of freedom, and unifying them in 
their determination to resist to the last the pro-slavery ag
gressions: 

"I have heard men who were semi-Southerners before, declare 
with Garrison: 

II • I am an Abolitionist! 
I glory in the name!' -

since Kansas was invaded. I have heard others hint that even 
Garrison himself was rather an old fogy, because he dpes nol go Jar 
enough in opposition 10 Slavery. • The world does move.''' 11 

In April the pro-slavery net began to tighten around Law
rence. Sheriff Jones had reappeared there on April 19, 18s6, 
to vex anew its citizens. He had decided that it was time for 
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him to attempt again the arrest of those persons who five 
months previously had taken from him his prisoner Branson. 
Jones's thumbs had begun to itch for S. N. Wood, the leader 
of the rescuers; he was, therefore, quite willing to take Rob
inson and Lane at their word, that they would not resist the 
enforcement of a writ by proper authority, and quite ready 
to take a chance - if he did not court it - of again em
broiling the citizens of Lawrence with the Territorial authori
ties. Jones easily found Wood and arrested him, but in the 
crowd which speedily gathered he lost his prisoner.81 Jones 
reappeared the next day and called on the citizens to help 
him serve the four warrants he had in his hands. The crowd 
refused, saying, 'Take the muster roll, Jones, we all resist.' as 
Jones then personally laid hands on Samuel F. Tappan, who 
thereupon struck the sheriff in the face. This was sufficient 
resistance to satisfy the sheriff, who forthwith left, returning 
three days later, on April 23, with First Lieutenan t James Mc
Intosh, of the First Cavalry, and ten troopers. With the aid 
of these regulars he arrested six citizens on the extraordi
nary charge of contempt of court, in that they had declined to 
aid him in serving his warrants, - an unheard-of form of the 
crime of disrespect to the judiciary. His prisoners were put 
in a tent to await the pleasure of their captor. That evening, 
while Jones was sitting in his tent, with his shadow outlined 
against it by the light within, he was shot from without and 
gravely wounded by James N. Filer," a young New Yorker, 
though the blame long rested on Charles Lenhart, a printer, 
subsequently prominent in the attempt to rescue Brown 
from his Virginia prison. Lenhart was undoubtedly outside 
the tent when Jones was shot, and as he was a reckless fellow, 
suspicion not unnaturally fell upon him. 

Nothing more unfortunate could have happened for the 
citizens of Lawrence than the shooting of Jones, even though 
his life was spared, for the pro-slavery newspapers at once 
announced his death, and called upon their readers to avenge 
his murder. None of the regrets that the citizens of Law
rence expressed could undo the injury inflicted by Filer's 
shot. They held a mass meeting on April 24, addressed by 
Reeder, Robinson, Grosvenor P. Lowry and others, who con
demned the crime in proper terms as cowardly and dastardly. I. 
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But their expressions went for naught. It was precisely the 
overt act needed to give Jones and his men the appear
ance of being hindered in the performance of their duty, and 
assaulted because of their devotion to it. The scene of the 
shooting - Lawrence - was particularly satisfactory to the 
pro-slavery party, since it enabled them to concentrate anew 
their enmity upon that hated town. "We are now in favor 
of levelling Lawrence and chastising the Traitors there con
gregated, should it result in total destruction of the Union," 
declared the Squatter SOfJereign on April 29, 1856. A week 
later, May 6, still keeping alive the falsehood of Jones's 
death, it thus incited to murder: 

"When a proslavery man gets into a difficulty with an Abolitioll
ist let him think of the murdered Jones and Clark, and govern him
self accordingly. In a fight, let our motto be, 'War to the knife, 
and knife to the hilt;' asking no quarters from them and granting 
none. Jones' Murdu Must Be Revenged"" 

Appeals like this speedily bore fruit. On the next day, 
J. N. Mace, a Free State set.tler, who had testified before the 
Howard Committee then sitting at Lawrence, was shot in the 
leg by two men, who, thinking him dead, went off, rejoicing 
in his hearing that there was "more abolition bait for the 
wolves."" At an indignation meeting held in Lawrence on 
May 2 to consider Mace's case, Governor Robinson again 
soothed the perturbed feelings of the multitude, urged his 
listeners to go on making laws of their own, but not to give 
way to any spirit of revenge, and deprecated the attack upon 
Sheriff Jones as cowardly and base.8f April 30 had been a 
fateful day for the Rev. Pardee Butler, who, undeterred by 
his being sent down the·Missouri on a raft by his neighbors, 
returned then to Atchison. He was immediately stripped and 
cottoned (for lack of feathers), turned loose on the prairie, 
and a committee of three was appointed to hang him the 
next time he came to Atchison. His sole offence, according 
to his own testimony, was his telling the Squatter Sovereign 
that he was a Free Soiler and meant to vote accordingly." 
On May 19 there fell, shot in the back near Blanton's 
Bridge, John Jones, who, according to the existing evidence, 
gave up his life merely because he, a boy of twenty, was 
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accused of being an Abolitionist.- Three young men, Charles 
Lenhart, John Stewart and John E. Cook (who subsequently 
died on a Virginia gibbet, after John Brown), rode out toward 
the scene of this crime as soon as it was reported. On their 
way to Blanton's Bridge they fell in with several Missourians, 
who subsequently testified that they were fired upon first and 
one of them wounded; that in self-defence they shot and killed 
Stewart. Lenhart and Cook stated that Stewart hailed the 
Missourians by asking them where they were going. Their 
reply was a shot and Stewart fell dead. The Free State men 
with him were convinced that Coleman, the murderer of Dow, 
had in this case also fired the fatal shot.1O 

Judge Lecompte next stirred up the Territory in behalf of 
the pro-slavery cause by charging the grand jury in session at 
Lecompton during the second week in May that all the laws 
passed by the Shawnee Legislature were of United States 
authority and making; that, therefore, all who Uresist these 
laws, resist the power and authority of the United States; 
and are therefore, guilty of high treason."· U If," he con
tinued, laying down a principle new in American judicial 
procedure, U you find that no such resistance has been made, 
but that combinations have been formed for the purpose of 
resisting them, and that individuals of influence and notori-· 
ety have been aiding and abetting in such combinations, then 
must you find bills for constructive treason." At once, with
out hearing any witnesses, the grand jury indicted Reeder, 
Robinson, Lane, George W. Brown, George W. Deitzler, 
Samuel N. Wood, Gaius Jenkins and George W. Smith on the 
charge of treason.1I It is in keeping with this performance that 
Governor Robinson, who, with his wife, had left Lawrence at 
its most critical moment, in order to lay the true situation be
fore the friends of Free Kansas in the East, should have been 
taken from the steamer Star of the West at Lexington, Mis
souri, on May 10, on the charge of fleeing from an indict
ment, when that indictment was not reported by the jury until 

• "Section 3, Article 3, of the Constitution of the United States says: "Trea
IOn against the United States shall consist only in levying War against them, or 
in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No person shan 
be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two witnesses to the same 
overt act, or on ConfeseioD in open Court." 
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a week after his detention." Better evidence of the way the 
whole machinery of justice was being prostituted to pro
slavery ends could hardly be produced; it resulted in Robin
son's being taken to Leavenworth, where he remained until 
his release on bail of five thousand dollars, on September 10, 
after four months' confinement. Ex-Governor Reeder escaped 
from Kansas in disguise, after having claimed protection in 
vain as a witness before the Howard Committee, and having 
told the United States deputy marshal that any attempt to 
take him prisoner would be attended with serious results.l • 

Lane escaped Robinson's fate only by happening to be in 
Indiana on a visit. The Free Soil movement was thus deprived 
of its leaders. But the complaisant Lecompton grand jury 
was not content with indictment for treason; it took the still 
more extraordinary course of recommending the abatement 
as nuisances of the Lawrence Free Soil newspapers, The 
Herald of Freedom and The Kansas Free State. Charging that 
the Free State Hotel in Lawrence had been built for use as a 
fortress as well as a caravansary, the jurors expressed their 
opinion that its demolition was desirable. 

Ex-Governor Reeder's refusal to submit to arrest was a 
greatly desired opportunity to another Jones, the United 
States marshal for Kansas Territory, I. B. Donaldson. He at 
once issued (on May II) the following proclamation: 

To The People of Kansas Territory: 

Whereas, certain judicial writs of arrest have been directed to me 
by the First District Court of the United States, etc., to be executed 
within the county of Douglas; and, whereas, an attempt to execute 
them by the United States Deputy Marshal was violently resisted 
by a large number of citizens of Lawrence; and as there is every 
reason to believe that any attempt to execute these writs will be 
resisted by a large body of armed men: 

Now, therefore, the law-abiding citizens of the Territory are com
manded to be and appear at Lecompton as soon as practicable, and 
in numbers sufficient for the proper execution of the law." . 

Like Sheriff Jones, Donaldson believed most of the law
abiding citizens of Kansas lived in Missouri, for his proclama
tion went first to the border towns and to Leavenworth and 
Atchison, the strongest pro-slavery settlements in Kansas.l • 

Before the proclamation was known to the Free Soil settlers, 
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the Border Ruffians had begun to assemble in the neighbor
hood of Lawrence, stopping travellers, patrolling the roads. 
even pillaging, as if they were a conquering army, and gener
ally in high feather, for this time they felt certain of their 
prey, since it had been officially delivered over to them. The 
United States Court had issued the warrants; the United 
States marshal had called out them instead of the United 
States troops, who, after their visit in numbers to Lawrence 
under Colonel Sumner upon the shooting of Jones, had been 
allowed to return to their garrisons. In the Wakarusa" war," 
Shannon, not having power over the regulars, called eagerly 
for their aid; now that they were at his disposal, he refused to 
send them to Lawrence for the protection of its citizens, as 
the latter implored him to, or to urge Donaldson to use them 
as his posse.. Whereas in the previous December Governor 
Shannon had been willing to keep the peace, and eager to 
arrive at a compromise, he was ready now to have the tables 
turned upon those who had tricked him when in his cups, 
well knowing what the outcome would be. "But so long," he 
wrote to the Lawrence committee which begged protection of 
him, "as they [the citizens of Lawrence] keep up a military 
or armed organization to resist Territorial laws and the offi
cers charged with their execution, I shall not interpose to 
save them from the legitimate consequences of their illegal 
acts."" 

It was the van of Donaldson's forces which killed Stewart 
and Jones. His band comprised, first, Buford's newly arrived 
men, whom their leader hastily called together from their easy
going search for home-sites, four hundred in all responding. 
They represented in Donaldson's eyes, after being nineteen 
days in Kansas. the" law-abiding citizens of the Territory." 
General David R. Atchison, of Missouri, headed a Missouri 
company, the Platte County Riflemen, with two pieces 
of artillery; while the Kickapoo Rangers, who had hacked 
Captain R. P. Brown to death, and other Kansas pro-slavery 
companies eagerly joined the forces." Both the Stringfellows 

• When President Pierce heard of Donaldson's plans, he was much worried, 
and telegraphed to Shannon suggesting that the United States troops be uaed, 
and then only after the marshal had met with actual resistance. The telegram 
came too late to be of avail. See KaffStU Hulorical CoIUeliMu, vol. 4t p. 4140 
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were there, ready to be in at the death, and hoping that this 
meant the extennination of the hated Abolitionists. About 
seven hundred and fifty in all, this "swearing, whiskey
drinking, ruffianly horde,"'· who were there to uphold the 
majesty of the law, appeared near Lawrence on May 2J, 
after a committee from there had vainly tried to induce 
Marshal Donaldson to agree to a compromise by which the 
town should be surrendered to Colonel Sumner and his cav
alry regiment, to be held until the writs were served." But 
the serving of the warrants was not Donaldson's real purpose, 
nor that of the men associated with him. The deputy mar
shal, Fain, made two arrests in Lawrence without difficulty 
or resistance, on the evening of May 20. 100 Accompanied by 
ten unarmed men, he returned at eleven o'clock the next 
morning and summoned five citizens of Lawrence to join his 
posse; they did so, and he then arrested George W. Dei tzler, 
George W. Smith and Gaius Jenkins on the charge of treason. 
They submitted cheerfully. While Fain was at the Free State 
Hotel, he received a communication from the eight citizens 
of Lawrence who were acting as a committee of public safety. 
This committee, speaking for the entire town, acknowledged 
the "constituted authorities of the Government," and stated 
that they would U make no resistance to the execution of the 
law National or Territorial." This submission was in vain. 
Fain, having his prisoners in hand, announced to the Bor
der Ruffians that he had peacefully accomplished his purpose, 
but added that Sheriff Jones had writs yet to be served, and 
that they could act as his posse if they desired. 

With the utmost alacrity the invitation was accepted, but 
no pretence of serving any writs was made. The Southerners 
were stimulated by the oratory of Atchison, but recently 
presiding officer of the United States Senate, who declared 
among other things: U And now we will go in with our highly 
honorable Jones, and test the strength of that damned Free 
State Hotel. Be brave, be orderly, and if any man or woman 
stand in your way, blow them to hell with a chunk of cold 
lead." But they did not go in until the Free State men 
had surrendered their arms to Jones, as further evidence of 
good faith. Once in, there was no John Brown to counsel 
resistance to them, no Lane to lead, and no Robinson to tem-
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porize. There was no real leader. The military company, 
the Stubbs, was not in evidence. There were only two hun
dred rifles and ten kegs of powder in all Lawrence. Many of 
the citizens were either in arrest or in hiding to escape capture. 
Many others had left town to save their families. So no de
fence was attempted when the two newspaper offices were 
destroyed and the types, papers, presses and books thrown 
into the river. The Free State Hotel remained. however, 
and the order of the court that it be "abated" was not yet 
enforced. Here Major Buford again protested that he had 
not come to Kansas to destroy property, and Atchison seems 
to have been sobered some. But Jones wanted his triumph 
complete, and the Free State Hotel was soon in flames, after 
the pro-slavery cannon had sent thirty-two shot into it, 
Atchison firing the first shot. lOl "This," said Jones, "is the 
happiest moment of my life." As the walls of the hotel fell, 
he cried out in glee, "I have done it, by God, I have done 
it," 102 and it in no wise troubled him that, when he dismissed 
his drunken posse, as the hotel lay in ruins, it promptly robbed 
the town, winding up by the burning of Governor Robinson's 
house. The majesty of the law was upheld; its flouting by 
Free Soilers avenged. 

The pro-slavery leaders and their disbanded followers left 
the Territory exulting in their victory, and wholly unable to 
realize that it was not only to be their defeat, but that they 
had let loose a veritable Pandora's box of evil passions, and 
finally inaugurated a reign of bloodshed, midnight assassina
tion and guerrilla warfare. Besides, they had aroused the 
whole North to fresh anger by the destruction of Lawrence, 
at first reported to have been accompanied by heavy loss of 
life. The inscriptions on their banners, "Southern Rights" 
and "South Carolina" and 

•• Let Yankees tremble, abolitionists fall, 
Our Motto is, Give Southern rights to all," 101 

alone brought dozens of recruits to the Free State cause • 
.. From this time no further effort was required to raise 
colonies. They raised themselves," records Eli Thayer, the 
Worcester, Massachusetts. organizer of the Emigrant Aid So
cieties.Jllt The raiding of Lawrence put an arsenal of argu-. 
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ments into the hands of the new-born Republican party, and 
fastened the nation's attention on the Territory. On the 
day of the raid, Horace Greeley declared that the "bloody 
collision in Kansas," whidt seemed to him •• almost inevitable," 
would "hardly fail to shake the Union to"its center." MIl 
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CHAPTER V 

MURDER ON THE POTTAWATOMIE 

To his .. Dear Wife and Children Every One," wrote John 
Brown, "near Brown's Station, K. T., June, 1856," as fol
lows: 1 

"It is now about five weeks since I have seen a line from North 
Elba, or had any chance of writing you. During that period we 
here have passed through an almost constant series of very trying 
events. We were called to go to the relief of Lawrence, May 22, 
and every man (eight in all) except Orson [Day), turned out; he 
staying with the women and children, and to take care of the cattle. 
John was captain of a company to which Jason belonged; the other 
six were a little company by ourselves. On our way to Lawrence 
we learned that it had been already destroyed, and .we encamped 
with John's company over night. Next day our little company left, 
and during the day we stopped and searched three men. . . . On 
the second day and evening after we left John's men we encountered 
quite a number of proslavery men, and took quite a number of pris
oners. Our prisoners we let go; but we kept some four or five horses. 
We were immediately after this accused of murdering five men at 
Pottawatomie, and great efforts have since been made by the Mis
sourians and their ruffian allies to capture us. John's company soon 
afterward disbanded, and also the Osawatomie men. It 

In this brief, equivocal fashion John Brown reported to the 
absent members of his family that event in his life which made 
him most famous in Kansas and has caused more discussion 
than any other single event in the history of Kansas Territory. 
Upon the degree of criminality, if any, which should attach 
to John Brown for his part in the proceedings, the debate 
in Kansas to-day is almost as bitter as at the time of the 
crime, or when Brown's tragic end kindled the Kansas inter
est in it anew. As one views Brown's conduct in the killing of 
the five pro-slavery men on Pottawatomie Creek depends to a 
large degree the place which may be assigned to him in history. 
Certainly, without a clear appreciation of what happened on 
the night of the 24th to the 25th of May, 1856, a true under
standing of Brown, the man, cannot be reached. The actual 
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details have been veiled for nearly half a century in a mystery 
which the confessions of one of the party only partially dis
pelled. Fortunately for the truth of history, there are two other 
participants, Henry Thompson and Salmon Brown, still sur
viving after this long stretch of time, who have now set forth 
what happened. There are also many narratives of contempo
rary witnesses available which, when weighed together, make 
possible not only a real knowledge of the conditions prece
dent to the Pottawatomie massacre, but of its effects upon 
the Free Soil cause. 

John Brown, Jr., was engaged in planting com when the 
messenger from Lawrence arrived. uWithout delay," he re .. 
corded in a defence of his father, I U I rode to Osawatomie 
with the word and then rallied the men of my company whose 
homes were mostly on Pottawatomie and Middle Creeks." 
His first lieutenant, Henry H. Williams, assisted him in this 
work, and by six o'clock in the evening thirty-four armed 
men met at the rendezvous, the junction of the Osawatomie 
and California roads. "The' Marion Rifles' and 'Pomeroy 
Guards' from Osawatomie," narrated Williams,' in what is 
truly most valuable contemporary testimony, since it was 
written only two months after the event, while Williams was 
still a prisoner at Leavenworth, U had promised to meet us 
here by agreement, but only two men came, who reported 
that another messenger from Lawrence had arrived and con
tradicted the former report, and that, therefore, the Osawato
mie companies would await further orders. The Pottawato
mies, however, agreed to push on to Lawrence and ascertain 
the facts for themselves. Accordingly we moved on, and two 
miles from the Meridezene [Marais des Cygnes] we met a mes
senger from near Lawrence who reported that the Border 
Ruffians had taken the town without any resistance and were 
razing it to the ground. This startling news was received in 
silence by the company. Then the word 'onward' was passed 
along the line and although scarcely a word was spoken the 
thoughts of every one could be read in his countenance. We 
pushed on, and a messenger was dispatched to arouse the 
settlers at Osawatomie. At Prairie City we learned that there 
was no organized Free State force in Lawrence and that the 
'Border Ruffians' were in possession of Blanton's Bridge, 
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and had assembled in force at Lecompton. We concluded 
to encamp at Prairie City and await reinforcements." 

At this camp the company of John Brown, Jr., and Lieuten
ant H. H. Williams remained until the next day, the 23d. Cap
tain Shore and his Osawatomie company, together with the 
"Pomeroy Guards," joined the camp, bringing details of the 
sack of Lawrence and also the news that a force of four hun
dred men under Buford was in camp a few miles to the east.' 
That evening, hearing that Governor Robinson was ·being 
taken, a prisoner, from Westport to Lecompton, guarded by 
Border Ruffians, the three companies moved to Palmyra (now 
the prosperous town of Baldwin), then a little near-by settle
ment, twelve miles from Lawrence, in order that they might 
rescue the Free State leader if he were brought that way over 
the Santa Fe trail.' In their new camp they were joined by the 
Marion Rifles, Captain Updegraff. On the 24th, Captain John 
Brown, Jr., went with a scouting party into Lawrence to view 
the ruins.' His report and that of his men, that the citizens 
of that ill-fated town had not united in defending themselves 
against the common enemy, made the four companies at 
Palmyra decide they could not fight Lawrence's battles alone. 
"Accordingly," wrote Mr. Williams, "we broke up our camp, 
each company returning to . its respective locality, the men 
dispersing to their homes." This homeward movement was 
hastened by the arrival of thirteen soldiers of the First Cav
alry under Second Lieutenant John R. Church, a young West 
Pointer, whose official report of the meeting, dated May 26, 
1856, has fortunately been preserved. Lieutenant Church, 
after a long talk with John Brown, Jr., ordered him to dis
band the camp in compliance with his (Church's) orders to 
disperse all armed bodies he encountered, whether pro-slavery 
or Free Soil.' 

Curiously enough, the Pottawatomies returned to their 
homes the next day under the command of a new captain, 
Henry H. Williams, having deposed John Brown, Jr., on his 
way back from Lawrence, because he had freed two slaves.' 
"The arrival of those slaves in camp next morning caused a 
commotion," so their liberator has recorded. "The act of free
ing them, though attended by no violence or bloodshed, was 
freely denounced, and in accordance with a vote given by a 
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. large majority of the men, those freed persons, in opposition to 
my expressed will, were returned to their master. The driver 
of the team which carried them overtaking him on his way 
to Westport, received a side-saddle as his reward." There 
was still another reason why the men of John Brown, Jr.'s 
company chose a new captain. On this same day, when the 
company was near Ottawa Creek on its return, a rider came 
tearing into camp - his horse panting and lathered with 
foam - and without dismounting yelled out: "Five men have 
been killed on Pottawatomie Creek, butchered and most 
brutally mangled, and old John Brown has done it!"
thus Jason Brown records it. "This information," he states, 
.. caused great excitement and fear among the men of our com
pany and a feeling arose against John and myself which led 
the men all to desert us." I 

As John Brown himself wrote to his family, he and a small 
party left his son's company the morning after their long 
night tramp to Prairie City, on Friday, May 23. The cir
cumstances leading up to his departure are thus set forth by 
Jason Brown: 

"Father cooked for our company. While he was cooking break
fast, I heard him, Townsley and Weiner talking together. 1 heard 
Townsley say: 'We expect to be butchered, every Free State set
tler in our region,' and Townsley pleaded that help should be sent. 
I heard their talk only in fragments. Then I heard father say to 
Weiner: 'Now something muse be done. We have got to defend our 
families and our neighbors as best we can. Something is going to 
be done nO'llJ. We must show by actual work that there are two sides 
to this thing and that they cannot go on with impunity.'" 10 

Weiner also told Martin Van Buren Jackson, in the camp, 
.. that he, his man Benjamin and also Bondi, had been insulted, 
abused and ordered to leave the county within three days, by 
the Shermans and other pro-slavery parties living in the 
neighborhood of Dutch Henry's Crossing; and that Dutch 
Bill (Sherman), as he was called, was drunk and very abu
sive. He said this was the second time they had been to his 
place in the past few days, and he did not propose to stand 
such treatment much longer." 11 

Moved by this and other provocations, John Brown acted 
at once. .. Pottawatomie," says Salmon Brown, .. was resolved 
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upon by father, supported by the leading men in John's com
pany - maybe a dozen - and by his own crowd. The plan 
was thoroughly discussed there in camp, not before the whole 
company, but in the council thus selected." 11 August Bondi, 
a faithful follower of John Brown, remembers the council 
well, for Brown used to him practically the same words
"Something must be done to show these barbarians that 
we, too, have rights," 11_ which he had previously spoken 
to Weiner and Townsley. It is clear that John Brown did 
reveal to the council the general outline of his plan." " It 
was now and here resolved that they, their aiders and abettors, 
who sought to kill our suffering people, should themselves be 
killed, and in such manner as should be likely to cause a re
straining fear," declares John Brown, Jr., and Salmon Brown 
testifies: 

~ "The gen~ral purport of our intentions - some radical retalia
tory measure - some killing - was well understood by the whole 
camp. You never heard such cheering as they gave us when we 
started out.1I They were wild with excitement and enthusiasm. 
The principal man - the leader - in the council that resolved on 
the necessity of Pottawatomie, - was H. H. Williams: I do not 
know that I ought to tell this since he himself has not; but it is the 
fact. He was wholly determined that the thing must be done. He 
knew all those men on the Pottawatomie, better than any of us. 
He lived among them - was familiar with all their characters. He 
was now the most active of us all in urging this step. And not fif
teen minutes before we left to go to Pottawatomie I saw him, my
self, write out a list of the men who were to be killed and hand it to 
father. This was on the crest of the wave of enthusiasm. Williams 
was a little cautious, I always thought, even then. He was a first
rate fellow; but he was too smart, even in enthusiasm, to go into a 
thing like that, personally, when he could get someone else to do it 
for him. Then, when it was all over, and he found how the people 
down at home took it, he got scared. He had n't the backbone to 
stand by his own mind, against popular opinion, - he went back 
on his own radical measures, weakened, did not confess to his own 
share in their origin, and counselled peace. In fact, he got scared. 
Benjamin told me about this afterward. Williams wrote down the 
names of the men whom, he said, it was necessary to pick off to pre
vent the utter destruction of the whole community and handed the 
paper to father. We started back, thereupon, for the Pottawatomie 
country, which was the headquarters for the pro-slavery men, under 
Judge Cato, for that region, to pick off the designated men promi
nent in enforcing Border Ruffian laws." 10 
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About noon, John Brown selected for his party Henry 
Thompson, Theodore Weiner, and four sons, Owen, Frederick, 
Salmon and Oliver. In order to secure the use of his wagon, 
John Brown went to James Townsley, of the Pottawatomie 
Rifles, saying he had just heard trouble was expected on the 
Pottawatomie. He asked Townsley whether he could not take 
his team of grays and convey him with his sons back to Pot
tawatomie. Townsley consented, and the departure was fixed 
for two 0'clock. l7 The interim was devoted to the sharpen
ing of some of the odd-shaped cutlasses, the gift of General 
Lucius V. Bierce, of Akron , Ohio, that John Brown had brought 
\Vest with him, for use in border warfare. ll John Brown, 
Jr., and Jason devoted themselves to the cutlasses, while a 
boy, Bain Fuller, turned the grindstone; but Jason insists 
that he had no idea of the real purpose of the expedition. l' 
Seeing the grinding operation, George Grant remarked to 
Frederick Brown: "That looks like business." "Yes," was 
the reply, "it does." When Grant asked whether he might 
not also ride back in Townsley's wagon, Frederick Brown 
consulted his father, only to return and report: "Father says 
you had better not come." 20 Bain Fuller, whose father had 
received John Brown's word that the boy should not get into 
trouble, was told to go home and to be sure to have witnesses 
as to his whereabouts for that night.n Before Townsley's 
horses were ready and the cutlasses had received their edge, 
a feeling came over some of the men in the camp that the 
radical leader of the returning party might not act with 
sufficient discretion. One of them went to John Brown, so 
relates Judge James Hanway, and urged "caution." At this, 
Brown, who was packing up his camp fixtures, instantly stood 
erect and said: "Caution, caution, sir. I am eternally tired 
of hearing that word caution. It is nothing but the word 
of cowardice." It In the Kansas Monthly, for January, 1880, 
Judge Hanway wrote: "I ventured to approach one of the 
eight, and from him learned the program contemplated. In 
fact, I received an invitation to be one of the party, and 
being unwilling to consent before I learned the object, I 
was made acquainted with the object of the expedition; it 
shocked me." 

With the shouts of their comrades in their ears, the party 
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set off in Townsley's wagon, except Weiner, who, riding his 
pony, gave them mounted escort as they retraced their way 
over the road they had traversed in such haste and excite
ment the night before. "As we turned back with the evil 
news [the fate of Lawrence] and had just got to the top of 
the hill south of the Wakarusa-the high ridge," says Salmon 
Brown, "a man named Gardner came to us with the news of 
the assault upon Senator Sumner of Bully Brooks,· - carry
ing the message hidden in his boot. At that blow the men 
went crazy - erasy. It seemed to be the finishing, decisive 
touch." Two men have affirmed that they met the expedition 
as it took its way toward what is now the little hamlet called 
Lane. Captain J. M. Anthony and a squad of Free State men 
encountered it near the residence of Ottawa Jones, and in 
their surprise at seeing fighting men returning when Lawrence 
was in distress, asked eagerly whither the men in the lumber 
wagon were bound. "They gave us," says Captain Anthony, 
" no answer except that they were going to attend to very ur
gent business and would be right back to join us on the march 
to Lawrence." II Near sundown,between Pottawatomie and 
Middle Creek, James Blood descried a wagon with a mounted 
man alongside, going toward Pottawatomie Creek. As he 
neared the wagon, John Brown rose in it and cried "Halt!" 
Blood remembered afterwards that the men in the wagon 
were armed with rifles, revolvers, knives and General Bierce's 
short heavy broadswords, for John Brown had given him one 
of these cutlasses when in Lawrence during the Wakarusa 
excitement. Brown, Blood found to be very indignant that 
Lawrence had been sacked without a shot being fired in its 
behalf. He denounced the leading Free State men as cowards 
or worse. "His manner," wrote Colonel Blood twenty-three 
years later, "was wild and frenzied, and the whole party 
watched with excited eagerness every word or motion of the 
old man. Finally, as I left them, he requested me not to 
mention the fact that I had met them, as they were on a secret 
expedition and did not want anyone to know that they were 
in the neighborhood." It 

That night, says Townsley, they "drove down to the edge 
• Congressman Brooks, of South Carolina, assaulted Senator Sumner in the 

Senate on May 22, 1856, striking him on the head with a heavy cane. 
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of the timber between two deep ravines, and camped about 
one mile above Dutch Henry's Crossing." 21 And there, 
Townsley asserts, John Brown told him for the first time 
of his bloodthirsty intentions, and refused to let him go 
when he, Townsley, asked to be allowed to take his team 
and return home. All the next day, Saturday, the 24th, the 
little company literally lay on their arms in their open-air 
camp. For it was in the night that John Brown proposed to 
strike his blow, in order, Salmon Brown declares, that they 
might be sure to catch their quarry in their lairs. U Maybe," 
he adds, "Father took into consideration the terrifying ef
feet of such a means." Certainly, the hour suited the deed. 
The chase was trapped; save in one instance. Henry Sher
man, whose absence in pursuit of wandering cattle saved 
his life for another year, was one of three brothers, German 
in origin, and therefore known in the community as Dutch 
Bill, Dutch Henry and Dutch Pete. Border Ruffians by their 
sympathies and their instincts, their character is painted 
black enough by their Free Soil neighbors, who credited them 
with no honest ways of life, generally thought of them as 
ignorant and drunken, living at the crossing which bore the 
name of Dutch Henry, and subsisting by making money out 
of the emigrants or "lifting" a horse or a cow or two from the 
caravans as they came by. For this well-known ford was the 
point where the much-used road from Fort Scott to the Santa 
Fe trail and the old California road, or road to Oregon, used 
by emigrants going still further west, crossed the Pottawato
mie. Weiner's store near-by also drew patronage from these 
emigrant parties, and to it the Shermans and their pro-slavery 
neighbors had carried their drunken threats of extermination 
of the Abolitionists that had so stirred Weiner, Townsley 
and Bondi. Indeed, the two diverse elements had even come 
to blows, as Henry Thompson testifies. For several midwinter 
months he had helped Weiner to keep his store. Returning 
to it on Christmas Day, he found Weiner with an axe handle 
beating "Dutch Bill" Sherman, who fled on the approach 
of Thompson. "He attacked me in my own store," said 
Weiner by way of explanation. II "They were brutes and 
bullies," declares one woman who resided at Osawatomie 
at this time, in speaking of the murdered men, and this 
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seems to sum up their character accurately, if the adjective 
"ignorant" be added.-

The men of the Doyle family, father and two sons, were 
low" poor whites" from Tennessee, who, while sympathizing 
with the pro-slavery element, went to Kansas because, ac
cording to Mrs. Doyle, they had found that slavery was 
"ruinous to white labor." 18 Mrs. Doyle herself was illiterate, 
and it is altogether likely that the men were. The family 
seems to have been very intimate with "Dutch Bill," who 
was one of the oldest settlers in the region, and considerably 
under his influence. Allen Wilkinson, on the other hand, 
was a man of some education; he was a member of the pro
slavery Legislature, and returned from its meetings at the 
Shawnee Mission more than ever a pro-slavery man .. George 
W. Grant and his brother, Henry Grant, have testified that 
Wilkinson was a dangerous man, whom everybody feared; 
"the most evil looking man" they ever saw, "who fearfully 
abused a nice wife, well liked by the neighbors." II Wilkin
son, too, was free with his threats to the Free Soil settlers, 
urging them to uclear out" and avoid trouble. All of them 
were friendly with the Missourians who passed by, acting 
las their guides and advisers. There is also no doubt that 
when the Browns entered the camp of Buford's men as sur
. veyors, they found these obnoxious pro-slavery neighbors on 
good terms with the invaders. III 

Not unnaturally, a different character was assigned after 
their murders to these men by the pro-slavery leaders. Thus, 
Henry Clay Pate, correspondent of the St. Louis Republi
can and leader of a pro-slavery company, testified that" they 
had no fault as quiet citizens but being in favor of slavery. 
That was the crime for which they forfeited their lives." 11 

The Rev. Martin White insisted to the pro-slavery Legisla
ture that \Vilkinson was a noble man, whose" greatest crime" 
was that U he was a member of the first legislature in this 
territory," which crime, White added, was the reason for 
his death.1I Congressman Oliver, the Democratic member 
of the Howard Committee, was satisfied, after taking testi
mony in the case of the murders, that Wilkinson was a quiet, 
inoffensive man. "My husband was a quiet man, and was 
not engaged in arresting or disturbing anybody. He took no 
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active part in the pro-slavery cause, so as to aggravate the 
Abolitionists, but he was a pro-slavery man," was Mrs. Wil
kinson's characterization of her husband. II The Kansas 
Weekly Herald of Leavenworth affirmed on June 7,1856, that 
Wilkinson was a member of the Legislature, and that the other 
victims were "plain, honest, peaceable farming settlers." 
But the weight of evidence is too strong on the other side to 
make it possible to accept this characterization as correct. 
Excepting perhaps Wilkinson, the others were of the rough, 
brutal, disorderly element to be found in every frontier out
post, whether it be mining camp or farmers' settlement. 

During the morning of Saturday, the 24th, when John 
Brown's party of avengers lay in the timber between two 
deep ravines a mile above Dutch Henry's Crossing, Towns
ley, so he asserts, did his best to dissuade the leader and his 
sons from carrying out their plans, and to this end .. talked 
a good dea1." But Brown insisted always that it had be
come necessary "to strike terror into the hearts of the pro
slavery people." Townsley even avers that the day's delay 
was due to his protests and his refusal to guide the company 
up to the forks of Mosquito Creek, some five or six miles 
above, and point out where pro-slavery men resided, so that 
Brown's men might sweep the creek of them as they came 
down. This Salmon Brown declares to be nonsense, a plan 
that "never was dreamed of." Moreover, Weiner, the store
keeper, might well have been as efficient a guide as Townsley, 
since he had been in Kansas longer and naturally had a 
wider acquaintance. The delay, too, is not hard to explain. 
The men must have been fairly exhausted when they en
camped in the timber, since they had marched all the previous 
night and, after working all the morning, had driven back 
over rough roads between two o'clock and sundown. To 
postpone the raid in order to obtain necessary sleep was most 
natural. Then, since night-time was deemed necessary to 
trap the prey sought, the day in camp was inevitable. But 
on this fateful day the sun finally sank into the prairies, and 
long before it disappeared, Townsley had resigned himself to 
his situation sufficiently to decide that he would go along, 
albeit unwillingly, as he declares. 

As for the rest, aside from Weiner, whom Salmon Brown 
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describes as a "big, savage, bloodthirsty Austrian" who 
"could not be kept out of any accessible fight," It they needed 
no persuasion. Whether it was the compelling personality of 
their father, whose dominating manner and will-power later 
led men willingly to their death under circumstances against 
which their common sense revolted, or whether there was in 
the sons a sufficient touch of an inherited mental disturb
ance to make them less than rational in their reasoning, there 
was no attempt at a filial revolt against a parental decision, 
even when they went unwillingly. Two sons, at least, Freder
ick and Oliver, kept their hands unstained,1I and probably 
protested, only to submit and accompany their father and 
imperious commander as witnesses of the horrors of that 
night, sharing the guilt of all in the eyes of the law. The other 
brothers, then unaccustomed to the sight of blood, who had 
hitherto led the untroubled lives of plain American citizens, 
were exalted or nerved now to deeds at which a trained pro
fessional soldier might easily and creditably shrink. The 
sword of Gideon was unsheathed. About the hour of ten 
o'clock the party, armed with swords, revolvers and rifles, 
proceeded in a northerly direction, "crossing Mosquito Creek 
above the residence of the Doyles." Soon after crossing the 
creek, some one of the party knocked at the door of a cabin. 
There was no reply, but from within came the sound of a 
gun rammed through the chinks of the cabin walls. I t saved 
the owner's life, for, relates Salmon Brown, "at that we all 
scattered. We did not disturb that man. With some candle 
wicking soaked in coal oil to light and throw inside, so that 
we could see within while he could not see outside, we would 
have managed it. But we had none. It was a method much 
used later." 

Thence it was but a short distance to the ill-fated Doyles'. 
To add to the natural terrors of the night and of the dark 
design, there came to meet them, at the very threshold of the 
house, two dogs - "very savage bull dogs." One of these sen
tinels Townsley claims to have helped despatch, for though, 
according to his own story, an unwilling abettor under com
pulsion, he carried one of the deadly Bierce swords and was 
thus an armed prisoner. It was about eleven o'clock, Mrs. 
Doyle testified, that her family heard a knock. It 
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UMy husband got up and went to the door. Those outside in
quired for Mr. Wilkson [Wilkinson] and where he lived. My hus
band told them that he would tell them. Mr. Doyle, my husband, 
opened the door, and several came into the house, and said that they 
were from the army. My husband was a pro-slavery man. They 
told my husband that he and the boys must surrender, they were 
their prisoners. These men were armed with pistols and large knives. 
They first took my husband out of the house, then they took two 
of my sons - the two oldest ones, William and Drury --.:. out, and 
then took my husband and these two boys, William and Drury, 
away. My son John was spared, because I asked them in tears to 
spare him. In a short time afterward I heard the report of pistols." 

Thus, without warning or notice, her husband and two sons 
were torn from her and despatched. .. When we entered the 
Doyle cabin," says Salmon Brown, U Mrs. Doyle stormed, 
raved at her men, after we had taken them prisoners. 'Haven't 
I told you what you were going to get for the course you have 
been taking?' she screamed. 'Hush, mother, hush,' replied 
her husband." Her two boys, twenty-two and twenty years 
of age, were granted, like her husband, no time to make their 
peace, no time to ask forgiveness of their sins. Townsleyaf
firms that he, Frederick Brown and Weiner were at some dis
tance from the house, but near enough to cry out in protest 
if he had wished to, and near enough to see that John Brown 
U drew his revolver and shot old man Doyle in the forehead, 
and Brown's two younger sons immediately fell upon the 
younger Doyles with their short two-edged swords." But in 
this, according to Salmon Brown, Townsley was mistaken, 
just as he erred in insisting that Watson Brown, then at 
North Elba, was present and playing the part of executioner. 
U Not one of the Doyles ran a single step," is Salmon's posi
tive statement. UThey fell where they stood. I think that 
the father Doyle was not the first of the three to be killed." 

As for John Brown's own part, he killed none of them with 
his own hand; to this both Henry Thompson and Salmon 
Brown bear positive witness, as did John Brown himself. 
But Mrs. Doyle did hear one shot at least. Salmon Brown 
will not positively state that his father fired it, but admits 
that no one else in the party pulled a trigger. He is at a loss 
to explain why the shot was fired. U It did no possible good, 
as a bullet, for Doyle had long been stone dead." And his 
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father could therefore truthfully say that he had raised his 
hand against no living man. II I was three hundred yards 
away when the shot was fired," is Henry Thompson's state
ment. "Those who were on the spot told me that it was done 
after Doyle was dead." Even with Oliver and Frederick, a 
younger and older son, taking no part, the killings lasted but 
a moment. Doyle and his two sons in an instant lay lifeless, 
-a Free State warning to the pro-slavery forces that it was 
to be a tooth for a tooth, an eye for an eye, henceforth, so far 
as one wing of the Free State party was concerned. If pro
slavery men had not been made to die when Lawrence fell, 
here were three to even up the score. "My husband, and two 
boys, my sons," testified the simple, untutored, pitiful Ma
hala Doyle, II did not come back any more. I went out next 
morning in search of them, and found my husband and Wil
liam, my son, lying dead in the road near together, about 
two hundred yards from the house. My other son I did not 
see any more until the day he was buried. I was so much 
overcome that I went into the house. They were buried the 
next day. On the day of the burying I saw the dead body of 
Drury. Fear of myself and the remaining children induced 
me to leave the home where we had been living. We had 
improved our claim a little. I left all and went to the State 
of Missouri." 

"I found my father and one brother, William, lying dead 
in the road, about two hundred yards from the house," tes
tified John Doyle.1T "I saw my other brother lying dead on 
the ground, about one hundred and fifty yards from the 
house, in the grass, near a ravine; his fingers were cut off, 
and his arms were cut off; his head was cut open; there was a 
hole in his breast. William's head was cut open, and a hole 
was in his jaw, as though it was made by a knife, and a hole 
was also in his side. My father was shot in the forehead and 
stabbed in the breast." "Owen and another killed the Doyles," 
says Salmon Brown, and by a process of elimination it is 
apparent that the other could only have been himself. "It is 
not true," Townsley testifies, "that there was any intentional 
mutilation of the bodies after they were killed. They were 
slain as quickly as possible and left, and whatever gashes 
they received were inflicted in the process of cutting them 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



MURDER ON THE .POTTAWATOMIE 161 

down with swords. I understand that the killing was done 
with these swords so as to avoid alarming the neighborhood 
by the discharge of fireanns." 

The next man to meet his fate at the hands of John Brown's 
merciless party was Wilkinson. The same procedure was 
adopted. Somewhere between the hours of midnight and day
break, "we were disturbed by the barking of the dog," Mrs. 
Wilkinson infonned Congressman Oliver, under oath. a8 She 
continued: 

"I was sick with the measles, and woke up Mr. Wilkinson, and 
asked if he heard the noise and what it meant? He said it was only 
someone passing about, and soon after was again asleep. 1 t was not 
long before the dog raged and barked furiously, awakening me once 
more; pretty soon I heard footsteps as of men approaching; saw 
one pass by the window, and some one knocked at the door. I asked, 
who is that? No one answered. I awoke my husband, who asked, 
who is that? Someone replied, 'I want you to tell me the way to 
Dutch Henry's.' He commenced to tell them, and they said to him, 
'Come out and show us.' He wanted to go, but I would not let him; 
he then told them it was difficult to find his clothes, and could tell 
them as well without going out of doors. The men out of doors, 
after that, stepped back, and I thought I could hear them whisper
ing; but they immediately returned, and, as they approached, one 
of them asked of my husband, 'Are you a northern armist?' He 
said, 'I am!' I understood the answer to mean that my husband 
was opposed to the northern or freesoil party. I cannot say that I 
understood the question. My husband was a pro-slavery man, and 
was a member of the territorial legislature held at Shawnee Mission. 
When my husband said 'I am,' one of them said, 'You are our pris
oner. Do you surrender?' He said, 'Gentlemen, I do.' They said, 
'open the door.' Mr. Wilkinson told them to wait till he made a 
light i and they replied, 'if you don't open it, we will open it for you.' 
He opened the door against my wishes, and four men came in, and 
my husband was told to put on his clothes, and they asked him if 
there were not more men about; they searched for arms, and took a 
gun and powder flask, all the weapon that was about the house. 1 
begged them to let Mr. Wilkinson stay with me, saying that I was 
sick and helpless, and could not stay by myself. My husband also 
asked them to let him stay with me until he could get someone to 
wait on me; told them that he would not run off, but would be there 
the next day, or whenever called for. The old man, who seemed to 
be in command, looked at me and then around at the children, and 
replied, 'You have neighbors.' 1 said, 'So I have, but they are not 
here, and I cannot go for them.' The old man replied, 'it matters 
not.' 1 {he?] told him to get ready. My husband wanted to put on 
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his boots and get ready, so as to be protected from the damp and 
night air, but they would n't let him. They then took my husband 
away. One of them came back and took two saddles; I asked him 
what they were going to do with him, and he said, • take him a pris
ener to the camp.' I wanted one of them to stay with me. He said 
he would, but • they would not let him.' After they were gone, I 
thought I heard my husband's voice, in complaint, but do not know; 
went to the door, and all was still. Next morning Mr. Wilkinson 
was found about one hundred and fifty yards from the house in some 
dead brush. A lady who saw my husband's body, said that there 
was a gash in his head and in his side; others said that he was cut 
in the throat twice." 

"We divided our forces at Wilkinson's, I think, into two 
parties to go on separate errands," is Salmon Brown's testi
mony. "Henry Thompson and Weiner killed Wilkinson and 
Sherman. My party was not present when Wilkinson and 
Sherman were killed. Townsley could not have been present 
at each crisis, as he implies. No one else was." Yet Townsley 
attributes Wilkinson's murder to "one of the younger Browns" 
and adds: "After he was killed his body was dragged to one 
side and left." Henry Thompson states that he was not pre
sent when the Doyles were killed, but is silent as to the fate 
of Wilkinson and Sherman. 

The "old man" to whom Mrs. Wilkinson's pleading for 
her husband's life had "mattered not" was still unplacated 
when Wilkinson's dead body lay in the brush. The next and 
last man to die was William Sherman. "We then crossed the 
Pottawatomie and came to the house of Henry Sherman," 
is Townsley's tale. "Here John Brown and the party, except
ing Frederick Brown, Weiner and myself, who were left out
side a short distance from the door, went into the house and 
brought out one or two persons, talked with them some, and 
then took them in again. They afterward brought out William 
Sherman, Dutch Henry's brother, marched him down into 
the Pottawatomie Creek, where he was slain with swords 
by Brown's two youngest sons and left lying in the creek." 
But Townsley was again wrong as to his details, for the house 
was not Sherman's, but that of James Harris, who promptly 
made affidavit thereto and thus related what befell: I. 

"On last Sunday morning, about two o'clock, (the 25th of May 
Jast,) whilst my wife and child and myself were in bed in the house 
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where we lived, we were aroused by a company of men who said 
they belonged. to the northern army, and who were each armed 
with a sabre and two revolvers, two of whom I recognized, namely, a 
Mr. Brown, whose given name I do not remember, commonly known 
by the appellation of 'old man Brown,' and his son, Owen Brown. 
They came in the house and approached the bedside where we were 
lying, and ordered us, together with three other men who were in 
the same house with me, to surrender; that the northern army was 
upon us, and it would be no use for us to resist. The names of these 
other three men who were then in my house with me are, William 
Sherman, John S. Whiteman, the other man I did not know. They 
were stopping with me that night. They had bought a cow from 
Henry Sherman, and intended to go home the next morning. When 
they [the Browns] came up to the bed, some had drawn sabres in 
their hands, and some revolvers. They then took into their p0s
session two riftes and a Bowie knife, which I had there in the room 
- there was but one room in my house - and afterward ransacked 
the whole establishment in search of ammunition. They then took 
one of these three men, who were staying in my house, out. (This 
was the man whose name I did not know.) He came back. They 
then took me out, and asked me if there were any more men about 
the place. I told them there were not. They searched the place, 
but found none others but we four. They asked me where Henry 
Sherman was. Henry Sherman was a brother to William Sherman. 
I told them that he was out on the plains in search of some cattle 
which he had lost. They asked if I had ever taken any hand in aid
ing pro-slavery men in coming to the Territory of Kansas, or had 
ever taken any hand in the last troubles at Lawrence, and asked 
me whether I had ever done the free State party any harm or ever 
intended to do that party any harm; they asked me what made me 
live at such a place. I then answered that I could get higher wages 
there than anywhere else. They asked me if there were any bridles 
or saddles about the premises. I told them there was one saddle, 
which they took, and they also took possession of Henry Sherman's 
horse, which I had at my place, and made me saddle him. They 
then said if I would answer no to all questions which they had asked 
me, they would let [me?] loose. Old Mr. Brown and his son then 
went into the house with me. The other three men, Mr. William 
Sherman, Mr. Whiteman, and the stranger were in the house all 
this time. After old man Brown and his son went into the house with 
me, old man Brown asked Mr. Sherman to go out with him, and 
Mr. Sherman then went out with old Mr. Brown, and another man 
came into the house in Brown's place. I heard nothing more for 
about fifteen minutes. Two of the northern army, as they styled 
themselves, stayed on with us until we heard a cap burst, and then 
these two men left. That morning about ten o'clock I found Wil- . 
liam Sherman dead in the creek near my house. I was looking fpr . 
Mr. Sherman, as he had not come back, I thought he had been mur- , 
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dered. I took Mr. William Sherman out of the creek and examined 
him. Mr. Whiteman was with me. Sherman's skull was split open 
in two places and some of his brains was washed out by the water. 
A large hole was cut in his breast, and his left hand was cut off ex
cept a little piece of skin on one side. We buried him." 

Here Thompson and Weiner were again the executioners, 
according to Salmon Brown. U Neither of the younger sons, 
nor Owen, was present when William Sherman was killed." 
Then, at last, John Brown was satisfied. He had told Towns
ley that he must take matters into his own hands U for the 
protection of the Free State settlers; that it was better that 
a score of bad men should die than that one man who came 
here to make Kansas a Free State should be driven out." 
The rising Sabbath sun shone on five mutilated bodies, their 
very starkness, in their executioner's eyes, a protection to the 
Free State settlers for many miles around. The bloody night's 
work was over. Confusion now had made his masterpiece. 

Three and one half years later, when in jail and under 
sentence of death, John Brown received the following letter 
purporting to come from Mahala Doyle. Mrs. Doyle could 
not write, and the letter is obviously, in its style, beyond her 
homely powers of expression, though she may have signed it, 
and there is nothing in it she might not have said in her own 
way: 

CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEB Nov. 20th. 1859.-
JORN BROWN:-SIR,-Altho' vengence is not mine I confess 

that I do feel gratified, to hear that you were stopped in your fiend
ish career at Harper's Ferry, with the loss of your two sons, you 
can now appreciate my distress in Kansas, when you then & there 
entered my house at midnight and arrested my Husband and two 
boys, and took them out of the yard and in cold blood shot them 
dead in my hearing, you cant say you done it to free slaves, we had 
none and never expected to own one, but has only made me a poor 
disconsolate widow with helpless children, while I feel for your 
folly I do hope & trust that you will meet your just reward. 0 how 
it pained my heart to hear the dying groans of my Husband & chil
dren, if this scrawl gives you any consolation you are welcome to it 

MAHALA DOYLE. 

N. B. My son John Doyle whose life I beged of you is now grown 
up and is very desirous to be at Charlestown on the day of your 
execution, would certainly be there if his means would permit it 
that he might adjust the rope around your neck if Gov. Wise would 
permit it. M. DOYLE. 
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Townsley asserts that Brown was intent upon killing 
George Wilson, Probate Judge of Anderson County, whom he 
hoped to find at Sherman's, for the reason that he had been 
warning Free State men to leave the Territory. Townsley 
claimed have received such himself. But ..... "'uuv .. 

Henry Thompson positively that 
proscribed list. it may, there 

Tn",'"n,'" search for anyone, blood-stained party 
camping-place between the 

swords, 41 unmannerly breached with 
being first washed in Pottawatomie Creek. Just before day
light, Townsley avers, Owen Brown came to him and said, 
"There shall be no more such work as that." 'In the after
noon the eight men started back to rejoin the Pottawatomie 
company under John Brown, They found it about mid-
night, encamped near Ottawa farm, where, as 

news of their had already 
where John had resigned 

company. Jason Brown, 
blood-letting had him of his 

fidence when violent deeds were under way, met his father 
face to face, he encountered him tremblingly, - for this was 
the" worst shock" that ever came to him in his life. U 41 Did 
you," he demanded of his father, 41 have anything to do with 
the killing of those men on the Pottawatomie?" 41 I did not 
do the father replied, of it." 

then felt about Jason; " 
the cause told him I 

had been done. him: ' I think 
wicked act.' God is my judge. 

absolutely necessary as a measure of self-defence, and for 
the defence of others.' I cannot give his exact language, but 
this was the purport of it. I t seemed to hurt his feelings that 
I felt so about it. He soon after left us, and John and I re
turned to Osawatomie." Not, however, until he had sought 

information. He his brother Frederick 
the murderers Yes I do, but 

Did you kill any with your own 
came to see manner of work 
" The tears Frederick's 
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spoke, Jason reports; and this eye-witness of the tragedy seems 
never to have learned to approve of it. In this he was in marked 
contrast to Townsley, for, unwilling participant as he was, he 
stated that after the event he became convinced that it resulted 
in good to the Free State settlers on Pottawatomie Creek. 

Jason and John Brown, Jr., felt too badly to join forces 
with their father. The Pottawatomie Company started for 
home under H. H. Williams in a very different frame of mind 
toward the men they had so gayly cheered out of camp but 
three days before, either because of a sudden repentance, or 
of their having expected a stand-up fight instead of a slaugh
ter, or because the deed in its reality seemed so much worse 
than in anticipation that those in the secret joined the others 
in their detestation of it. John Brown and his fellow execu
tioners fell behind the company, after crossing Middle Creek, 
and struck off by themselves in the direction of Jason's and 
the younger John·s homes. Jason and John headed not for 

. their cabins but for Osawatomie. Already the roads were 
lined with men, so Jason narrates, U from Palmyra to Osa
watomie, looking for the Browns. The brothers got to the 
Adair cabin, where both their wives had taken refuge during 
their absence, at about 9 P. M. Adair came to the door with 
his gun. "Who's there?" said he. "John and I." "Can't 
keep you here. Our lives are threatened. Every moment we 
expect to have our house burned over our heads .... To their 
entreaties, he only repeated: "I cannot keep you." "Here 
are we two alone," pleaded Jason. "We have eaten nothing 
all day. Let us lie on your floor until morning-in your 
out-house - anywhere." Then Mrs. Adair came and asked, 
"Did you have anything to do with the murders on the 
Pottawatomie?" "I did not," said Jason. "And John had 
no action in it." "Then," said Mrs. Adair, "you may stay. 
But we risk our lives in keeping you." They gave the two 
a mattress on the Boor beside the Adairs' bed, and the four 
talked till midnight, Jason telling all he knew of the affair. 
John lay groaning. In the middle of the night John spoke to 
his Aunt Florilla. " I feel that I am going insane," said he, and 
in the morning he was insane. Jason had slept after a while, 
but John could not. His mind was gone, yet not so far gone 
but that he was able to understand and to acquiesce when 
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Jason advised him to hide, and to act upon it. About two or 
three o'clock that same night, a knock had been heard at the 
door. "Who's there?" calledoutAdair. "Owen." "Get away, 
get away as quick as you can! You endanger our lives." Adair 
would not parley or let him in. "You are a vile murderer, 
a marked man!" said he.4' II I intend to be a marked man!" 
shouted Owen, and rode away - on one of the murdered 
men's horses. 

The Rev. Mr. Adair was not the only one to feel outraged 
at first by the murders committed by his relatives. John 
T. Grant and Judge Hanway, two of the best Free State set
tlers in that region, talked the matter over, so J. G. Grant, a 
son of the former, recollects,44 and agreed that John Brown's 
action was inexcusable. He had taken, they said, the mo
ment when the families of all the men who had gone to the 
rescue of Lawrence were helpless, to commit a crime which 
invited and provoked a vengeful attack upon the settlement. 
Was that sane or decent, they asked? And was it excusable 
for him, after the murder, to march away from the seat 
of danger and rejoin the company at Ottawa Jones's, thus 
leaving the women and children more than ever helpless? 
Not until some time afterwards did Adair and Hanway, like 
Townsley, come around to an approval of the deed as they 
saw it in retrospect. .. Last Sunday or Monday," wrote on 
May 31, 1856. James H. Carruth, another Osawatomie Free 
State settler of character. to the Watertown, New York, Re
former, u" five pro-slavery men were killed seven or eight miles 
from here. It is said that they had threatened to hang another 
pro-slavery man who had sold provisions to the free state 
men unless he left the territory in a few hours, and that one 
of them had been around the neighborhood brandishing his 
bowie-knife and threatening to kill people. It was murder. 
nevertheless, and the free-state men here cooperate with the 
pro-slavery men in endeavoring to arrest the murderers." 
"Threatened and ordered to leave in given time under pen
alty of death, some few persons committed the horrid murders 
at Pottawatomie 10 miles above," was the way O. C. Brown 
described the crime on June 24. 1856. in a letter to a friend. 4' 
The writer was no relative of the murderers, but a staunch 
Free State man and a leader at Osawatomie. H. L. Jones, 
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another settler, declares that the act was generally believed 
by Free State men to be warranted at the time, but that 
U policy dictated that the deed should be disavowed as having 
general disapproval."" George Thompson, a settler who lived 
four miles northeast of the Brown claims, testified, in 1894, 
that .. at the time of the executions of the Doyles, Wilkinson 
and Sherman, with many of my neighbors I did not approve 
the act, but since, on more fully understanding the circum
'stances, I believe the act to have been wise and justifiable."·· 

Three days after the murders, a public meeting was held 
in Osawatomie, of which C. H. Price was chairman and H. H. 
Williams secretary. I t adopted unanimously the following 
emphatic resolutions: 

"Whereas, An outrage of the darkest and foulest nature has been 
committed in our midst by some midnight assassins unknown, who 
have taken five of our citizens at the hour of midnight from their 
homes and families, and murdered and mangled them in the most 
awful manner; to prevent a repetition of these deeds, we deem it 
necessary to adopt some measures for our mutual protection and to 
aid and assist in bringing these desperadoes to justice. Under these 
circumstances we propose to act up to the following resolutions: 

.. Resolved, That we will from this time lay aside all sectional 
and political feelings and act together as men of reason and common 
sense, determined to oppose all men who are so ultra in their views 
as to denounce men of opposite opinion. 

" Resolved, That we will repudiate and discountenance all organ
ized bands of men who leave their homes for the avowed purpose of 
exciting others to acts of violence, believing it to be the duty of all 
good disposed citizens to stay at home during these exciting times 
and protect and if possible restore the peace and harmony of the 
neighborhood; furthermore we will discountenance all armed bodies 
of men who may come amongst us from any other part of the Ter
ritory or from the States unless said parties shall come under the 
authority of the United States. 

"Resolved, That we pledge ourselves, individually and collectively, 
to prevent a recurrence of a similar tragedy and to ferret out and 
hand over to the criminal authorities the perpetrators for punishment. 

.. H. H. Williams * 
Secretary 

C. H. Price, President 
R. Golding, Chairman 
R. Gilpatrick 
W. C. McDow 
S. V. Vandaman 
A. Castele 
John Blunt 

Committee " 

~ .• If Salmon Brown's memory of H. H. Walliains'. instigation of the murders 
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The Kansas Weekly Herald of Leavenworth, on June 14, in 
printing these resolutions,'" says: "The outlaws that are now 
prowling about over the country and murdering harmless and 
innocent men, it will be seen, have been denounced publicly by 
persons of their own political opinions. The President of the 
meeting is a Pro-slavery man, and the Secretary, Free State." 
"The respectability of the parties and the cruelties attending 
these murders have produced an extraordinary state of excite
ment in that portion of the territory, which has, heretofore, 
remained comparatively quiet," Governor Shannon reported 
on May 31, 1856, to President Pierce.50 "The ·effect of this 
massacre on the inhabitants of the creeks was greatly to alarm 
both parties. The pro-slavery settlers almost entirely left at 
once and the Free State people were constantly fearful," was 
the statement of George W. and H. C. Grant, also sons of J. T. 
Grant. &1 "No one can defend the action of the marshal's posse 
at Lawrence, in burning the hotel, destroying the printing
press and other outrages," wrote Major John Sedgwick, First 
Cavalry, from Fort Leavenworth, on June II, 1856, seven
teen days after the Pottawatomie massacre, and just eight 
years before he gave his life for the Union as a distinguished 
major-general of volunteers in the battle of Spottsylvania, 
.. but no life was lost, no one was threatened or felt himself 
in danger. In retaliation for this act, inoffensive citizens have 
been plundered, their houses robbed and burned, and five 
men were taken out of their beds, their throats cut, their ears 
cut off, their persons gashed more horribly than our savages 
have ever done. I sincerely think that most of the atrocities 
have been committed by the free-soil party, but I cannot think 
that they countenance such acts - that is, the respectable 
class." &2 

If Major Se<lgwick was correct in his estimate of the atti
tude of the Free State men toward midnight assassination, 
at the hour he wrote, it is undeniable that as time passed, 
opinions about Brown's actions began to change. "I never 
had much doubt that Capt. Brown was the author of the blow 
at Pottawatomie, for the reason that he was the only man 
who comprehended the situation, and saw the absolute neces-
is correct, his serving at this settler's meeting convicts Williams of almost incred
ible hypocrisy and cowardice. 
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sity of some such blow and had the netVe to strike it," wrote 
Governor Charles Robinson, February 5, 1878, nearly two years 
before Townsley's cOnfession was published. II Judge Han
way, as we have already seen, altered his position radically, 
and in the following statement of February I, 1878, accurately 
summarizes the progress of public opinion in the neighborhood 
of the crime: 

". • • So far as public opinion in the neighborhood, where the 
affair took place, is concerned, I believe I may state that the first 
news of the event produced such a shock that public opinion was 
considerably divided; but after the whole circumstances became 
known, there was a reaction in public opinion and the Free State 
settlers who had claims on the creek considered that Capt. Brown 
and his party of eight had performed a justifiable act, which saved 
their homes and dwellings from threatened raids of the proslavery 
party."u 

Thomas Wentworth Higginson, in his 'Cheerful Yester
days,' states: 

"In regard to the most extreme act of John Brown's Kansas 
career, the so-called 'Pottawatomie massacre' of May 24, 1856, I 
can testify that in September of that year, there appeared to be but 
one way of thinking among the Kansas Free State men. • . • I 
heard of no one who did not approve of the act, and its beneficial 
effects were universally asserted - Governor Robinson himself fully 
endorsing it to me .••• " II 

How may the killings on the Pottawatomie, this terrible 
violation of the statute and the moral laws, be justified? This 
is the question which has confronted every student of John 
Brown's life since it was definitely established that Brown 
was, if not actually a principal in the crime, an accessory and 
an instigator. There have been advanced many excuses for 
the killings, and a number of them deserve careful scrutiny. 
That there may be times in a newly settled country when it 
becomes necessary for the conservative elements to take the 
law into their own hands, in the absence of proper judicial 
machinery, lest the community fall into a state of utter law
lessness and anarchy, has been admitted ever since lynch 
law brought order out of chaos in San Francisco in 1849. But 
it has similarly been recognized that even this wild justice, 
when set afoot, must follow a certain procedure; that commit-
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tees of safety- or vigilance should be formed and a kind of 
drum-head trial be instituted for the purpose of giving the 
accused men some opportunity to be heard in their own de
fence. History shows, moreover, that lynch law should only 
be proclaimed and obeyed for the briefest of periods, lest the 
second state be worse than the first; and that, even when in
stituted, public proceedings on the part of the self-appointed 
regulators are essential, both in order to make the punish
Ments as deterrent as possible, and to persuade the commu
nity that it isjw.stice, however rude, that is being dispensed. 

In Kansas in 1856 the situation was different from that of 
California in 1849-50, in that most of the existing lawless
ness had its origin largely in the national politics of the day. 
That there were the same rude and dangerous characters to be 
found on every frontier is proved by the recital of the crimes 
committed in Kansas prior to the Pottawatomie murders. In 
the case of Kansas, the high character of part of the emigra
tion was offset by the lawless character of the Border Ruffians. 
Slavery itself tended to that overbearing lawlessness which 
is inevitable wherever the fate of a dark-colored people is 
placed unreservedly in the hands of whites. It was the spirit 
of intolerance and lawlessness bred by slavery which dictated 
the destruction of Lawrence and made the abuse of the ballot
boxes seem proper and justifiable. But, granting that there 
was friction full of grave possibilities between a handful of the 
pro-slavery settlers on the Pottawatomie and their Free Soil 
neighbors, it is by no means clear either that the conditions 
prior to the killings were so grave as to demand the establish
ment of martial law, or that they called for the installation 
of vigilance committees to inflict extreme penalties upon 
the desperadoes. Not a single person had been killed in the 
region around Osawatomie, either by the lawless characters 
or by armed representatives of the pro-slavery cause. The 
instances of brutality or murder narrated in the preceding 
chapters all took place miles to the north, in the vicinity 
of Lawrence or Leavenworth. Beyond doubt the publica
tion of these atrocities inflamed not only the Browns, but 
kindled the anger and curdled the blood of every Free Soil 
settler who read of them. Yet the companies that set forth 
from Osawatomie to Lawrence deemed it quite safe to leave 
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the settlements to themselves, despite the character of the 
Shermans and the Doyles and certain occurrences that might 
well have given ground for uneasiness. 

What those occurrences were becomes of great importance, 
because many loose statements about them have been brought 
forward from time to time as affording ample justification 
for the Pottawatomie blood-letting. The most careful search 
for and weighing of many testimonies, contemporary and 
reminiscent, establishes in the neighborhood of Osawatomie 
only five definite pro-slavery offences, after hearsay recollec
tions and wholly unsubstantiated stories are eliminated. It 
seems to be established beyond doubt that Poindexter Manes, 
a Free Soil settler, was knocked down and beaten for having 
a New York Tribune in his pocket.H Less well substantiated 
is the case of one Baker, a Vermonter,living on the Pottawato
mie, who was taken from his cabin and strung up to a tree, 
but who was cut down in time to save his life. There is no 
record of his assailants, nor can the time be accurately fixed 
beyond that it was in the month of April." To the Doyles 
and Shermans is attributed the frightening of a woman named 
Holmes, who was nearing confinement, by the brandishing 
of a knife and the demand that she reveal the whereabouts 
of the men of her family. It is variously stated that she died 
and that she" came near dying," in consequence. H Along the 
same line and more important is the statement that" Dutch 
Bill," in the absence of the men on their trip to Lawrence, 
entered the cabin of John T. Grant and attempted an assault 
upon the person of Mary Grant, his daughter. This story is 
the basis for the allegation that a messenger reached John 
Brown in the first night's camp, near Prairie City, and re
ported the attack upon Mary Grant, and that the persons of 
the women of his own family had been threatened. Fortu
nately, Mary Grant, as well as Mrs. John Brown, Jr., is still 
alive.· The latter states positively that the women of the 
settlement were never harmed." In this she is emphatically 
borne out by a contemporary declaration of Jason Brown in 
a letter to North Elba on June 28, 1856, a month after the 
killings: "No women have been injured yet; so far as I know. 
Some of the five pro-slavery men who were killed had threat-

• Since the above was written, Mary Grant Brown has died. 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



MURDER ON THE POTTAWATOMIE 173 

ened the lives of Free State men near them; and also to cut 
the throat of a young woman, a neighbor."· As Jason 
Brown's wife was with him in Kansas, it is only natural to 
suppose that if her safety and that of his sister-in-law had 
been in danger, he would have reported it. Salmon Brown 
affirms that: leThe statement that women were in any way 
molested is entirely without foundation." Mary Grant, the 
young woman neighbor, whose throat was threatened at the 
time, a remarkably pretty and attractive young woman, who 
had never feared to go freely to Wilkinson's post-office and 
to meet there the Doyles and Shermans, told recently this 
story of her experience with "Dutch Bill," which experience 
is the sole basis for the fabrication that John Brown was 
recalled because Free State women were in danger: n 

.. Dutch Bill arrived at our house, one day, horribly drunk, with 
a whiskey bottle with a corncob stopper, and an immense butcher 
knife in his belt. Mr. Grant, my father, was sick in bed, but when 
they told him that Bill Sherman was coming, in that state, he said: 
• Put my shot gun beside the bed.' There was also a neighbor pre
sent, who was armed. • Old woman,' said Bill Sherman to my mo
ther, 'you and I are pretty good friends, but damn your daughter. 
I'll drink her heart's blood.' Yet my little brother Charley, a mere 
boy of twelve or fourteen, succeeded in cajoling him away without 
violence. " 

This story, says Mary Grant (Mrs. Mary E. Brown, of San 
J~, California), Frederick Brown asked her for again and 
again, before the men marched to Lawrence. It is thus clear 
that the episode was in itself precisely what might happen 
in any isolated settlement which contained a drunken, worth
less settler, and that it was known to at least one Brown long 
before the sudden start for Lawrence. Jason Brown relates 
it in his letter in its proper proportions. Mrs. B. F. Jackson, 
a ·resident of Osawatomie at the time, also testifies u that 
she never heard of any of the women of Osawatomie or 
Pottawatomie being troubled; yet news of attacks on them, 
had such occurred, must have travelled faster and made a 
more lasting impression upon the women of the frontier than 
anything else. In this connection it is interesting to note 
that although Gihon makes wholesale charges of rape against 
the Border Ruffians, II Mrs. Charles Robinson, than whom the 
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Ruffians have never had a severer critic, states that she knows 
of only a single case of criminal assault upon women during 
Kansas's troubled times. This case she records in her book 
as having occurred in August, 1856, or months after the Potta- . 
watomie massacre.·4 Similar favorable testimony is given by 
many other women, who were early settlers, when asked this 
specific question. In all the mass of material accumulated by 
the Kansas Historical Society, there is not a proved instance 
of Border Ruffian misconduct of this kind, unless we except 
that cited by Mrs. Robinson and the case of two sisters who 
lived five miles northwest of Lawrence, which is reported 
in the Tribune of June 9, 1856, on the not always reliable 
authority of James Redpath. What frontier settlement in a 
time of great excitement and unrest can show a better record? 
It must be noted, too, that whereas elsewhere there might 
have been a natural desire to suppress such facts, there were 
plenty of correspondents besides Redpath eager for such ter
rible happenings with which to blacken the case against the 
Border Ruffians and stir more Northerners to coming to the 
rescue of Free Kansas. 

A fifth Missouri outrage is directly brought home by the 
Grant family to Wilkinson, the Shermans and Doyles. This 
was the case of an old man named Morse, from Michigan,· 
who had sold lead for bullets to the Browns. As George Grant 
narrates the story, 

"The next morning, after the company had started to go to 
Lawrence, a number of these proslavery men, Wilkinson, Doyle, 
his two sons, and William Sherman, known as • Dutch Bill' - took 
a rope and were going to hang him [Morse] for selling the lead to 
the Free State men. They frightened the old man terribly; and 
finally told him he must leave the country before eleven o'clock,. 
or they would hang him. They then left and went to the Shermans 
and went to drinking. About eleven o'clock a portion of them, half 
drunk, went back to Mr. Morse's and were going to kill him with 
an axe. His little boys - one was only nine years old - set up a 
violent crying, and begged for their father's life. They finally gave 
him until sundown to leave. He left everything and came at once 
to our house. He was nearly frightened to death. He came to our 
house carrying a blanket and leading his little boy by the hand. 
When night came he was so afraid that he would not stay in the 
house, but went out doors and slept on the prairie in the grass. 
For a few days he lay about in the brush, most of the time getting 
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his meals at our house. He was then taken violently ill and died 
in a very short time. Dr. Gilpatrick attended him during his brief 
illness, and said that his death was directly caused by the fright 
and excitement of that terrible day when he was driven from his 
store." • 

It will be noticed that the threats to Morse were made the 
day after the company had gone, or on Friday. It is per
fectly plain, therefore, that no news of this could have reached 
John Brown in camp near Prairie City before two o'clock of 
the same day, when he started back in Townsley's wagon, 
bent on the killings. Furthermore, there was no communica
tion between his party, as it lay in the timber between the 
ravines on the day of the killing, and the settlements. What
ever else may have actuated John Brown, it was not the at
tack upon the old man, Morse, of which he knew nothing, not 
even if a messenger bearing stories of threatened outrage on 
the Pottawatomie reached Brown on that one morning in 
camp when the cutlasses were being ground. 

This question of the alleged messenger bringing news of the 
threats against the Free Soil settlers is one that has deeply 
agitated the apologists for and critics of John Brown. The 
identity of this Mercury has never been established. He is 
variously thought to have been II Bondi or some one sent 
by him" - according to George Grant; or Weiner, accord
ing to O. C. Brown and John Hutchings. Townsley and Judge 
Hanway were sure that George Grant himself was the mes
senger, but as George Grant denies this and points out that 
he marched out with the Pottawatomie Rifles, this guess 
must be eliminated. H. H. Williams, on January 20, 1883, 
wrote to R. J. Hinton that he was the messenger. Unfortu
nately for this theory, his own contemporary letter to the 
Tribune, written within two months of the killings, proves 
that he went up toward Lawrence not as a messenger but as 
first lieutenant of the Pottawatomie Rifles, for he relates 
various incidents of the night march. Among others who af
firm that there was a messenger are John Brown, Jr., August 
Bondi, J. F. Legate, Samuel Anderson, Mary Grant, J. G. 
Grant and C. S. Adair; but none of them has a clue to his iden
tity. Salmon Brown, on the other hand, is positive that there 
was no messenger. So is Colonel James Blood. If there was 
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a messenger who reached camp on Friday morning, he could 
only have had later news by two or three hours than the 
men of the Pottawatomie Rifles themselves brought, for they 
marched from the cross-roads near Osawatomie at six P. M., 
and were not much over six hours in camp the next day be
fore John Brown left on his way back. If the company had 
received tidings revealing grave danger to their women and 
children at home, it is incredible that they would not have 
returned at once with John Brown, to protect their families. 
Instead, they were content to remain idly in camp for two 
days. If Colonel Blood's narrative of meeting Townsley's 
wagon-load is true, it is again astonishing that John Brown 
never inquired of him what had happened during their twenty
four hours' absence. Had they done so, Blood could have 
told Brown that when he himself rode through the Pottawa
tomie settlement that afternoon, he found the place perfectly 
quiet, the only excitement relating to Lawrence; that a few 
men were in the fields and the women and children were about 
the cabins." But the height of absurdity is the supposition 
that eight able-bodied men, heavily armed, would spend all 
of one night and the whole of the next day, Saturday, in the 
timber between two ravines near Pottawatomie Creek with
out stirring to inquire how the Brown kinsmen and kins
women, the Adairs, the Days, Mrs. John Brown, Jr., and 
Mrs. Jason Brown, were faring during the twenty-four hours 
between the return and the murders, if these relatives were 
known to be in danger. If the killings were due to any sudden 
alarm that the creek was to be cleared of all Free State set
tlers, then the eight men were craven, indeed, to spend this 
day without scouting the neighborhood. This supposition is 
incredible in view of John Brown's known bravery. His 
men hid because they did not wish their connection with the 
murders known, and after the crime they returned stealthily 
to Ottawa Jones's without having troubled anyone with a 
question as to the fate of the unguarded women and children 
of their comrades of the Pottawatomie Rifles. 

The truth must be that John Brown decided on the mur
ders because of some general reason or previous conviction 
that it was necessary to remove the victims, and not because 
of any sudden news. As to the messenger, there was none; 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



MURDER ON THE POTTAWATOMIE 177 

the reports of threats to Free State settlers made by the Sher
mans and Doyles, which were undoubtedly talked of in the 
camp and hastened John Brown's action, were brought in 
not by anyone man or any two men, but by Bondi, Weiner, 
Townsley and others of the Rifles. H. H. Williams, in his 
contemporary letter, records that he rode ten miles up and 
down the creek to call his company together, and that thirty
four men had come from various distances by six P. M. to 
the rendezvous. As they marched that night, they doubtless 
exchanged news and gossip; the story about" Dutch Bill" and 
Mary Grant may have been magnified in the telling and re
telling and reached many ears for the first time as the little 
columnstumbled forward over the dark roads, while the excite
ment of the hour probably led some of the men to think that 
"Dutch Bill's" drunken threat had just been uttered. 

To find the reason and the excuse for the cold-blooded 
murder of the Doyles, Sherman and Wilkinson, we must, 
therefore, look elsewhere. The Grants 17 and others tell of a 
meeting at "Dutch Henry's," immediately after the depar
ture of the Rifles, at which the subsequently murdered men 
swore to drive out all the Free State settlers within a given 
time and reduce their houses to ashes. On the other hand, 
Salmon Brown declares positively that "it was not the re
port of any such meeting specifically that started us off to 
Pottawatomie." Nor, as we have seen, could the news of this 
meeting have reached the camp near Prairie City before 
John Brown started for home. That the meeting occurred, 
the Grants are positive, but it, too, must be discarded as a 
motive for the bloody deed on the Pottawatomie. 

There remains, then, the question how far the threats 
against the Browns, heard in the Buford camp, and those 
made against the Free State settlers on the Pottawatomie as 
a whole, were the controlling reason for the crime. I t is im
possible to avoid the belief that they were a moSt important 
factor in" moving John Brown to adopt Border Ruffian tac
tics. Salmon Brown declares that his father and the others 
were well aware that the pro-slavery men of the Doyle-Sher
man type had decided on extreme measures against them. 
The stories of Bondi, Weiner, Benjamin and Townsley all 
had their effect upon the Browns. According to Horace Haskell 
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Day, son of Orson Day, when his father went to Weiner's 
store, which was just one and a half miles from the Doyles' 
cabin, he found a notice up that all Free State men must get 
off the creek within thirty days, or have their throats cut. 
Weiner said to Mr. Day: "We ought to cut their throats." 
Mr. Day not consenting, Weiner said: "That is the way we 
serve them in Texas," - from which place he had come." 
Orson Day being a brother-in-law of John Brown and resid
ing directly opposite John Brown, Jr., it would have been 
easy for him to repeat this happening to his relatives. There 
are witnesses like Mr. M. V. B. Jackson, who heard from 
Weiner, Bondi and Townsley direct the threats made against 
them. Mr. Jackson testifies that three days was the time of 
grace allowed to Weiner, Benjamin and Bondi, at the expira
tion of which they were to leave under pain of lynch law." 
John B. Manes is another witness to Benjamin's being warned. 
"I know," he has affirmed,70 "that there was a reign of ter
ror, of which the men who were killed were the authors; and 
I am surprised that anyone should believe that the killing of 
these men was without reasonable excuse." He asks whether 
the Free State men were to abandon Kansas, or to fold their 
arms and await martrYdom when their days of grace expired; 
Or were they to slay the would-be murderers, to save them .. 
selves? Here again the question recurs: If John Brown knew 
of the notice posted in Weiner's store, and was also aware 
that the pro-slavery men had given the Free Soil settlers 
but three or five days in which to leave, why did he march 
off to Lawrence leaving the women and children defenceless 
and the Doyles and Shermans free to do their worst? He 
could not know that he would be free to return within twenty
four hours, for the fate of Lawrence was not learned until the 
company had marched twenty-five miles. For all any of the 
men could foresee, they might be going off on a campaign 
that would last for some days - perhaps even weeks. 

It must not be forgotten, too, that threats of slicing a man's 
throat, or cutting his heart out, or driving him away, were the 
cheapest and most conspicuous product of Border Ruffian 
activity. Every drunken pro-slavery man had a quiver-full 
of them. The Squatter SDf1ereign has them on every page; the 
blasphemy and promises of extermination that marked the 
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harangues of Atchison, Jones and men of that stamp are to be 
found broadcast in the files of the Tribune and the volumes 
of Gladstone, Redpath, Phillips, Sara Robinson and the other 
contemporary Free Soil writers. The threats uttered on the 
Pottawatomie must have been convincing, indeed, to incite 
John Brown to do what the Border Ruffians only talked of 
doing. But this merely adds to the mystery why the appeal 
of Lawrence should have taken precedence over the safety of 
Pottawatomie, as does the affirmation of Jason Brown that 
a friendly pro-slavery man had given to the Rev. Mr. Adair 
a list of those whose deaths had been agreed upon by his 
pro-slavery friends, - a story of which Mr. Adair has left no 
written record to aid his kinsman's reputation.71 

What did John Brown himself ever assign as the reason? 
According to E. A. Coleman, Brown, by means of his surveying 
disguise, obtained the views of the murdered men and found 
that they" had each one committed murder in his heart and 
according to the Scriptures they were guilty of murder and 
I felt justified in having them killed." These words Cole
man places in John Brown's mouth; 71 they are confirmed by 
Colonel Edward Anderson's report of Brown's statement to 
him that the murdered men were planning to U wipe out the 
Free Soil settlers." 71 According to Coleman's story, therefore, 
Brown, assuming the powers of judge or military autocrat, 
adjudged the Doyles, Shermans and Wilkinson deserving of 
death because they had had murder in their hearts. If this 
version be accepted, we must decide that John Brown be .. 
Iieved planning murder to be worse than murder itself. We 
have here a most extraordinary confusion of ethics and morals. 
Granting that persecution, and even murders, had followed 
similar threats in other portions of Kansas, and that the ter
rible happenings in the Territory were ever present in John 
Brown's brain, one cannot but wonder that he assumed to 
himself the functions of chief executioner and deemed himself 
the one to say just when and how the Sixth Commandment, 
U Thou shalt not kill," should be violated. He was not content 
merely to defend Free State homes and patrol the roads; it 
did not occur to him to form a vigilance committee and warn 
the pro-slavery rascals to cease from troubling and remove 
from the neighborhood, as did in another year James Mont-

Digitized by Coog Ie 



180. JOHN BROWN 

gomery, in Linn County; he was not even content to leave to 
the Almighty, to whom he nightly prayed, that vengeance 
which the Lord has reserved as His. 

But there are plenty of other excuses offered for the crime, 
after the various motives we have examined are discarded. 
It is pointed out that there was no law for Free Soil men in 
the Territory, - only Catos and Lecomptes on the bench to 
dispense injustice. There was no legal road to safety. It is 
averred that the Free Soil settlers were few, half starved, sick 
and intimidated, grown so spiritless, the lack of resistance at 
Lawrence indicated, as to call for some deed of violence to 
rouse them from their helpless inertia. To prove to the Border 
Ruffians that they could no longer destroy and murder with 
impunity, such a terrible warning as that given at Pottawato
mie was, therefore, absolutely necessary. Again, it is insisted 
that John Brown's foresight, his consecrated sagacity and 
devotion to the cause, made him strike the blow in order to 
force men to take sides, in order to bring on the righteous and 
necessary war which, to John Brown, was the sole solution 
of the issue in Kansas. If this conflicts with the widely held 
theory that the Pottawatomie killings, by ending the outrages 
in the neighborhood of Osawatomie and stopping the aggres
siveness of the Border Ruffians, was a peace measure, it does 
not deter many from excusing the crime as an act of war exe
cuted in war time. The dogs of war, it is argued, had been let 
slip by Jones and Donaldson, and as the Doyles, Shermans 
and Wilkinson were spies and informers in league with the 
enemy, they richly merited their fate, which came only just 
in time to save the Osawatomie settlers from general expul
sion, if not murder. Then, too, it was said to be but a just 
act of retaliation for the sack of Lawrence and retribution for 
the killing of R. P. Brown, Dow, Barber, Stewart, Jones and 
Collins; it is even alleged, by miscounting these six victims of 
Border Ruffian violence, that John Brown was not eager to 
kill Dutch Henry, but chose his five victims as a deliberate 
offset to the five Free Soilers killed up to that time. Next, it 
is asserted that John Brown was merely carrying out the 
orders of Free Soil leaders who, for motives of policy, did not 
admit at the time that this killing was done with their con
nivance and consent. Finally, it is averred by at least one" 
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biographer that John Brown was divinely inspired, - God
driven to this dire act, because the Dei ty "makes His will 
known in advance to certain chosen men and women who 
perform it consciously or unconsciously." 

Into this field of theological speculation the historian unfor
tunately cannot enter; he is limited to judging or recording 
human motives, particularly as this theory of divine inspira
tion has for centuries been the excuse for many of the most 
terrible crimes in history. More capable of critical examina
tion is the argument that there existed no law and no courts 
for Free State men; but if the absence of law and just courts 
sanctions midnight assassination, the world is far behindhand 
with its canonizations. The road to legal safety under such 
conditions does not lead by th~ way of private vengeance; the 
sole substitute is, as has already been pointed out, lynch law 
openly proclaimed and openly administered. That the Potta
watomie murders cannot be both a peace and a war measure 
is obvious. Unfortunately, as will be set forth when the conse
quences of the crime are examined, the evidence shows that 
it neither ended the attacks upon individuals nor stopped 
the raids of large armed bodies, as has been alleged by many 
writers, including John Speer. He declared, January 30, 1886, 
that "the spirit of murder was checked," it while. F. G. 
Adams, Secretary of the Kansas Historical Society, on Octo
ber 25, 1883, averred of Brown's killings that they" put an 
end to the assassination of Free State men for all time,"u
as if, for example, Frederick Brown and David Garrison were 
not shot down like dogs on August 30, 1856, to say nothing 
of the cold-blooded murders after Pottawatomie of Hoppe, 
Cantrall, Hoyt, Gay and William Phillips, and almost num
berless assaults upon persons and attacks upon private pro
perty. These might, it is true, have continued had John 
Brown struck no blow at Pottawatomie, for the Border Ruf
fians were drunk with their success in looting Lawrence; but 
it certainly cannot be true that they were "stopped" by the 
assassinations. But as a war measure, John Brown's murders 
were beyond doubt successful; they were actually followed 
by more killings of Free State men than had taken place 
previously in the Territory; they led to the burning of Osa-

- watomie and other settlements, to attacks upon the ·Border 
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Ruffian "forts," and to the stand-up fighting at Black Jack 
and Osawatomie. If John Brown intended to set men at each 
others' throats, to make every man take sides, to bring mat
ters in Kansas to a head, he was wholly successful when he 
lived up to the Biblical doctrine he often quoted, that "with
out the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin." 

As to the theory that John Brown was directed by higher 
authorities in the Free State ranks, the best evidence is a 
recently discovered letter from Samuel C. Pomeroy to Re
becca B. Spring, written in Georgetown, D. C., January 16, 
1860, just after Brown's execution, when the events of 1856 
should have been fresh in his memory, and here first printed: 

III am waiting here 'Juietly to see the progress of Mason's 'In
vestigatil)g Committee. They have declined to summon me - or 
any other man, who dare under oath, defend John Brown!! I dont 
care what are the consequences to me politically, I will, upon the 
first occasion, at the Caritol of this country - defend that old man, 
who offered up himsel gloriously - from the charge or crime of 
murderl No blow had been struck by anyone of us-up to May 
21st, 1856. I was in command as Chairman of the 'Committee of 
Public Safety,' at Lawrence, upon that memorable occasion. 

"I insisted - though our Town was threatened with destruction 
- and the invading army was then within 12 miles of Town! and 
numbered over 1200 men - well armed - That we should give 
the GOfJernment a fair ofJlJOrtunity to protec, us, And to this end I 
applied to those in authority. But in the course of that day I found 
that the Government was yielded to the' border Ruffians.' - I still 
insisted (though against the earnest appeal of John Brown & his 
men) that the gOllernment should commit the first OIIert act. And I 
told them, then and there, that so soon as I could demonstrate before 
this Country that the Government was powerless for protection, 
Then I was 'II1ith them, for taking care of ourselves I So we stood still, 
upon that day and saw our Presses & buildings madly destroyed. The 
few monuments of our civilization, which had been hastily erected, 
were strewn to the winds, or consumed in the fto,mes I 

'~Upon the morning of the 22nd of May we called a little meeting 
- of sad but earnest men. Taking each other by the hand we con
venanted, each with the other, that what there was left to us in this 
life, and if need be, all we hoped for in the life to come, should now 
be offered up, to the FREEDOM of KANSAS, and the country. 

'4 A poorly written badly spelled note, passed round that meeting 
that Doyl, Wilkinson, Sherman, and others upon the Pottawatomie 
Creek, had insulted the females of one family, whose head was then 
/JI'uent, and warned others under pain of death to leave the Terri-
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tory by the 25th Inst., t1IDJ rHJrY1I1ed I What could I say? Or do? 
I had withheld our impatient men, until before us lay the smoking 
ruins of the home we loved the best, of any spot upon earth. 

"You know what was said and 'did: As the Government af
forded no protection to us, even when we placed. ourselves under 
its special twole&WnJ, it was IletJ and tiler, Resolved - that every 
man be [we 1) met that i1AKUled or tnretJle1Jetl our lives, or homes. 
or our families & friends, should wiJhout clelay of law or courts, or 
o.fficers, be driven to Missouri or to cleaJh II 

"We separated that morning, each to the great V1Ot'k of life, viz. 
to do his duty - to himself - to his country & to his God. John 
Brown did not personly go the whole distance with the party that 
went down upon Pottawatomy creek. But he afJtwOf1ed of the course 
clecicled upon for action,-and SO DID I! And I am not now going 
to relnuliate old Brown, or to shrink from the responsibility! 

"He did not commit the 'murders' as they are called, but we aU 
then e1Idorsed them, - and from that hour the inmclers fled. That 
one ad struck terror into the hearts of our enemies, and gave us the 
dawning of success! Those deaths I have no doubt saved a multi
tude of lives, and was the cheapest sacrifice that could be offered! " 71 

Unfortunately for the accuracy of this statement, we know 
now that neither the Brown women nor those of the Grant 
family were insulted. The testimonies of fifty-two witnesses 
of value in connection with the Pottawatomie murders have 
been examined for light on this subject. Pomeroy is the only 
one to suggest that John Brown was in Lawrence on May 21 
and 22, with the exception of Daniel W. Wilder, who even adds 
that he was there with six sons and his son-in-law." It is not 
conceivable that John Brown could have been there and have 
fired no shot to defend the town. Moreover, his surviving 
sons and son-in-law know nothing about it - Salmon Brown 
denying it positively. If this is not enough, the character of 
John Brown's own statements should suffice; he would never 
have suppressed the fact that he saw Lawrence destroyed; and 
finally, the dates he gives for his movements prior to the mur
ders, corroborated by many witnesses, render it physically 
impossible for him to have been in Lawrence at the time speci
fied. 

The belief that John Brown was inspired by Robinson, 
?omeroy and Lane was, however, held by others .. Congress
man Oliver made the general charge, in his minority report to 
the Howard Committee Report, that Brown's victims" were 
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deprived of their lives . . . in consequence of the insurrec
tionary movements. . . set on foot by the reckless leaders of 
the Tokepa Convention," 71_ an allegation not specific enough 
to call for refutation in this connection. In a letter written 
on February 8, 1875, Captain Samuel Walker alleges that 
Brown complained to him in the summer of 1856 that Lane 
and Robinson were instigators of the crime, but would not sus
tain him in it.71 Captain Walker also informed Frank B. San
born that Lane and Robinson asked him to commit the same 
murders, but that he indignantly refused to do SO.80 John 
Brown, Jr., once charged Robinson in great detail with asking 
his father in the following September to dispose of the leading 
pro-slavery men by killing, which request, he said, was indig
nantly spurned.1I Henry Thompson testifies similarly. III But 
Robinson positively denied the charge, as he most emphati
cally denied any complicity in the Pottawatomie murders. 
One cannot have entire respect for Governor Robinson's 
character; in this instance he at one time likened John Brown 
to Jesus Christ, and hailed him as a saviour of Kansas, only 
to tum around a couple of years later and denounce him,
even to speak of the "punishment due John Brown for his 
crimes in Kansas." 81 On the other hand, John Brown, J r.' s 
mind was, unfortunately, not always clear. It is important to 
remember here that John Brown at no time during the rest 
<>f his life made any positive statement which would indicate 
that he was acting under orders in doing his bloody work 
at Pottawatomie, - not even when, in jail and facing death, 
he was asked by Judge Russell, of Boston, for a definite 
statement as to his responsibility for the crime.84 If he cher
ished the feeling of anger against Robinson and Lane which 
Walker declared he voiced in 1856, he does not appear to have 
expressed it again. 

To mitigate the abruptness and cruelty of the tragedy, it 
is often loosely asserted that the victims were duly tried by 
a jury. John Sherman stated that he had this from John 
Brown's own lips shortly after the crime.1I But no one else 
avers this, while the survivors of the massacre, Henry Thomp
son and Salmon 6rown, deny it. No member of the Brown 
family has advanced this theory. The testimony of Townsley 
and the families of the murdered men as to the speed of the 
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executions and their taking place consecutively is also con
clusive, as is the fact that no juryman has ever been dis
covered. 

In the light of all the evidence now accumulated, the truth 
would seem to be that John Brown came to Kansas bringing 
arms and ammunition, eager to fight, and convinced that 
force alone would save Kansas. He was under arms at the 
polls within three days of his arrival in Kansas, to shed blood 
to defend the voters, if need be, and he was bitterly disap
pointed that the Wakarusa "war" ended without a single 
conflict. Thereafter he believed that a collision was inevitable 
in the spring, and Jones and Donaldson proved him to be cor
rect. Fired with indignation at the wrongs he witnessed on 
every hand, impelled by the Covenanter's spirit that made 
him so strange a figure in the nineteenth century, and believ
ing fully that there should be an eye for an eye and a tooth for 
a tooth, he killed his men in the conscientious belief that he 
was a faithful servant of Kansas and of the Lord. He killed 
not to kill, but to free; not to make wives widows and children 
fatherless, but to attack on its own ground the hideous insti
tution of human slavery, against which his whole life was a 
protest. He pictured himself a modem crusader as much em
powered to remove the unbeliever as any armored searcher 
after the Grail. It was to his mind a righteous and necessary 
act; if he concealed his part in it and always took refuge in 
the half-truth that his own hands were not stained, that 
was as near to a compromise for the sake of policy as this 
rigid, self-denying Roundhead ever came. Naturally a tender
hearted man, he directed a particularly shocking crime with
out remorse, because the men killed typified to him the slave
drivers who counted their victims by the hundreds. It was to 
him a necessary carrying into Mrica of the war in which he 
firmly desired himself engaged. And always it must not be 
forgotten that his motives were wholly unselfish, and that his 
aims were none other than the freeing of a race. With his 
ardent, masterful temperament, he needed no counsel from a 
Lane or a Robinson to make him ready to strike a blow, or to 
tell him that the time for it had come. The smoke of burning 
Lawrence was more than sufficient. 

If this interpretation of the man and his motives lifts him 
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far above the scale of that Border Ruffian who boasted that he 
would have the scalp of an Abolitionist within two hours and 
actually killed and scalped the very first one he met, it can
not be denied that the Border Ruffians who sacked Lawrence 
believed as thoroughly in the justice of their cause, and their 
right to establish in Kansas what was to them a sacred institu
tion, as John Brown did in his. Their leaders had told them of 
an agreement in Congress that Kansas should be a slave State 
and Nebraska free." Hence their belief that the North had 
broken this compact rendered them particularly bitter against 
the Free Soilers. I t was to them also a holy war in which they 
were engaged, - even with its admixture of whiskey and law
lessness, characteristics of the Southern" poor white tt civiliza
tion of the period. If one grants to John Brown absolution 
for the Pottawatomie murders because he struck in what was 
to him a moral crusade, one must come near granting it to 
the Border Ruffian Hamilton, who made eleven men, most of 
whom he had never seen before, stand up in .ine on May 
19, 1858, that he might shoot them down.17 In his behalf it 
could much more truthfully be said that there was war in Linn 
County in 1858 than that there was war about Osawatomie in 
1856. Hamilton doubtless intended also to send terror to the 
hearts of his enemies, to drive them from the Territory. That 
the five men he killed were of blameless reputation, while 
John Brown's five victims were weak or bad characters, does 
not alter the case fr<?m the moral or the legal point of view. 
Murder is murder, whatever the character of the victims; it 
remains, in its essence, unchanged in these two cases, even 
though the leader of one set of self-appointed executioners 
has been excused by his friends, and the other universally 
execrated. Might not Hamilton, too, have been portrayed 
88 the tool of a vengeful Deity? Might he not, to use James 
Freeman Clarke's characterization of John Brown, have 
maintained that he believed in "fighting fire with fire," that 
"there was no malice or desire for vengeance in his constitu
tion"? 88 Certainly, Hamilton's catholic choice of victims
he seized them in the fields and on the roads as he met them 
-would prove that he also killed without personal enmity. 
It may be that Hamilton thought that by so blood-curdling 
an assassination he could stop the hostile operations of armed 
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Free Soil bands led by Montgomery, Jennison - admittedly a 
bad character - and others. If this theory is wrong, Hamil
ton's Marais des Cygnes massacre ought at least to have 
estopped James Freeman Clarke and other defenders of Brown 
from saying that after Brown's victims were killed, II the coun
try had peace." It should have prevented any likening of 
John Brown to Grant, Sherman and Sheridan, whose orders 
killed thousands in "another war," - as if war could exist save 
under those rules of war which as peremptorily forbid mid
nigh t assassination as they do the violation of women and the 
poisoning of wells. Finally, a real war-commander always 
assumes the responsibility for his acts, while John Brown was 
ever disingenuous about the Pottawatomie massacres. 

From the point of view of ethics, John Brown's crime on 
the Pottawatomie cannot be successfully palliated or excused. 
I t must ever remain a complete indictment of his judgment 
and wisdom; a dark blot upon his memory; a proof that, how
ever self-controlled, he had neither true respect for the laws 
nor for human life, nor a knowledge that two wrongs never 
make a right. Call him a Cromwellian trooper with the Old 
Testament view of the way of treating one's enemies, as did 
James Freeman Clarke, if you please; it is neVertheless true 
that Brown lived in the nineteenth century and was properly 
called upon to conform to its standard of morals and right 
living. What would become of society if it permitted all 
whose spirits would hark back to the modes of life of other 
times and other morals to have their way? Describing Brown 
as a misplaced Crusader cannot, moreover, conceal the regret
table fact that the Pottawatomie murders deprived the Free 
Soil cause of an enormous moral advantage. Up to May, 1856, 
its adherents had suffered, bled and died, without any blood
guilt attaching to them. This gave them, as unoffending vic
tims of pro-slavery fury, an unsurpassed standing in the court 
of public opinion. Their hands were clean; they had been 
attending to their own affairs and were crying out against 
wrong and injustice by the time-honored methods of protest, 
- through the press, the ballot-box, the right of assembly, the 
setting up a government of their own to be passed upon by 
the highest tribunals of the land, that is, the courts and the 
Congress of the United States. The Free State leaders had 
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hitherto counselled peaceful submission to wrong as the surest 
way to the sympathies of the nation, and to that eventual 
justice which no believer in American institutions could 
despair of, even in 1856, when the whole weight of the Federal 
Government and its troops had been thrown against the Free 
Soilers. For the court of last resort, the conscience of the 
American people, had not yet been heard from as it was but a 
few years later. Of a sudden, all this great moral superiority 
was flung away;· the sack of Lawrence, the Pottawatomie 
murders, brought about a complete change of policy. The 
militant Abolitionists of the John Brown, Horace Greeley, 
Henry Ward Beecher type reaped their harvest. The Sharp's 
rifles, II Beecher's Bibles," now came into play. But the South 
at last had its tu-quoque. "You sacked Lawrence," said the 
North. "But you resorted to the vilest of midnight assassina
tions of unarmed men and boys," replied the South. Sumner 
could not have delivered unaltered his wonderful philippic, 
the "Crime Against Kansas," after the crimes against Mis
souri had begun. There was now blood upon both sides. 

For John Brown no pleas can be made that will enable him 
to escape coming before the bar of historical judgment. There 
his wealth of self-sacrifice, and the nobility of his aims, do not 
avail to prevent a complete condemnation of his bloody crime 
at Pottawatomie, or a just penalty for his taking human life 
without warrant or authority. If he deserves to live in his
tory, it is not because of his cruel, gruesome, reprehensible 
acts on the Pottawatomie, but despite them." 
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CHAPTER VI 

CLOSE QUARTERS AT BLACK JACK 

WAR! WAR! 
Eight Pro-Slavery men murdered by the Abolitionists 
in Franklin County, K. T. 

LET SLIP THE DOGS OF WARI 
We learn from a despatch just received by Col. A. G. 
Boone, dated at Paola, K. T., May 26, 1856, and 
signed by Gens. Heiskell and Barbee, that the reported 
murder of eight pro-slavery men in Franklin County, 
K. T., is but too true. 

It was thus that the Westport, Missouri, Border Times gave 
to its readers, on May 27, 1856, the news that was intended 
to strike terror to their hearts. The only reason for the crime 
the despatch assigned was that" the abolitionists (the court 
being in session) were afraid that these men [their victims] 
would be called upon to give evidence against them, as many 
of them were charged with treason." The Border Times sup
plemented this news with an appeal to the South for men 
and money, because civil war with all its horrors now reigned 
in Kansas. The Jefferson, Missouri, Inquirer of the 29th, and 
the Lexington, Missouri, Express of the 26th reprinted the 
Western Despatch's account of the crime and also its edito
rial assertion that "for every Southern man thus butchered 
a decade [dozen?] of these poltroons should bite the dust." 
Henry Clay Pate, correspondent of the St. Louis Missouri 
Republican, wrote on May 30 that no personal grudges ex
isted between the murdered and the murderers, "in fact no 
cause whatever can be or is attempted to be assigned for 
their savage barbarity but that the deceased were proslav
ery in their sentiments." Thirteen persons supposed to be con
nected with the crime were under arrest, and if ever lynch laws 
were justifiable, in Pate's opinion this was the time. The pro-
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slavery Kansas Weekly Herald of Leavenworth, in its issue 
of June 7, reprinted a column and a half of news from the 
Lecompton Union, in the course of which that newspaper sar
castically said: 

"These are the 'Free State men' who have been so deeply out
raged by the law and order party, but have, like martyrs, passed 
through the fire, without the stain of blood upon their skirts or the 
mark of pillage upon their consciences. This is the party so pure 
and untarnished with dishonor that their very natures revolt at 
and recoil from the countenancing of even a minor disgrace, much 
less the foul assassination of Sheriff Jones. This is the party that 
held an indignation meeting in Lawrence, headed by Charles Rob
inson and A. H. Reeder, passed resolutions and even offered a re
ward for the apprehension of him who shot Jones. . • . These are 
the men who are cursing the Marshal and posse for blowing up this 
'Northern Army's' fortress and destroying their mouthpieces and 
are denominating them plunderers and committers of arson, and 
this news is taken up by their agents in the North, heralded forth 
from one extreme to the other as truth, asking protection for these 
innocent free state creatures." 

Another correspondent of the Missouri Republican, one 
J. Bernard, reporting from Westport the arrival there of Mrs. 
Doyle, added that "a more cruel murder has scarcely been 
committed;" it was a "foul and inhuman act." The fighting 
Squatter Sovereign, of Atchison, was distinctly sobered by the 
news from Kansas, but still ready to fight. for on June 10 it 
thus freed its ever surcharged mind: 

"Midnight murders, assassinations, burglaries, and arson seem 
now to be the watchwords of the so-called Free State party. Whilst 
those rebellious subjects confined themselves to the resistance of 
the law, in their attempts to make arrests, and execute processes in 
their hands, the pro-slavety party in the territory was determined 
to stand by the law, and aid the officers in executing process and 
the courts in administering justice. And that we have no doubt 
is still the determination of every pro-slavery man, but there is a 
time for all things. Self-protection - defence of one's life, family 
and property, are rights guaranteed to all law-abiding citizens; 
and the manner and mode of keeping off murderers, assassins, &c., 
are not confined to any very strict rules of law. . . . Hundreds of 
the Free State men, who have committed no overt acts, but have 
only given countenance to those reckless murderers, assassins and 
thieves, will of necessity share the same fate of their brethren. If 
civil war is to be the result in such a conflict. there cannot be, and 
will not be, any neutrals recognized." 
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The St. Louis Morning Herald on June 13 infonned its 
readers, on the authority of a Lecompton correspondent, 
that: UThe Abolitionists are continuing their assassinations 
and pluhder. Robinson has given orders for a guerrilla war. 
Besides the murders at Ossawatomie, by the noted Brown, 
others have been attempted in the neighborhood." Six days 
later, hearing from Lawrence that the Pottawatomie massacre 
was done for the deliberate purpose of impressing the Border 
Ruffians, it said: U Here is the avowal of a man who ought to 
know; he tells you that midnight assassination, which revives 
in all their atrocity the most fiendish barbarities of the darkest 
ages and which, we repeat, is without parallel in Christendom 
since the Revolution in France, is deliberately planned to strike 
terror into the hearts of political opponents! Whether such 
will be the effect of the lesson remains to be seen." Edi torially, 
the Morning Herald had already expressed the hope that the 
pro-slavery party would not retaliate in kind and would re
frain from lynching the assassins, while its rival, the Missouri 
Republican, was quick to see the advantage which lay in 
declaring, that this bloody outcome of civil war was the ulegit_ 
imate result of the counsels of such preachers as Beecher." 
Curiously enough, as James Ford Rhodes points out,1 the 
Democratic press of the country as 'a whole, except that on 
the border, made comparatively little use of the killings. One 
Northern newspaper, the Burlington, Iowa. Gautte, denounced 
them on June 25; the Liberator, whose editor, William Lloyd 
Garrison, strongly protested against the Sharp's rifle teachings 
of Beecher and the militant Abolitionists,' wholly failed to 
record Brown's crime. Senator Toombs, of Georgia, and Con
gressman Oliver cited the murders in the course of speeches 
in the Senate and House. But the Republican newspapers, 
intentionally or unintentionally, deceived their readers by 
garbled reports of the crime. It was generally represented 
that five of a pro-slavery gang, caught hanging a Free State 
settler, were shot by the latter's friends as they came to his 
rescue, and the Republican press took extremely good care 
not to give much space to the affair. As Mr. Rhodes explains, 
the hitherto excellent character of the Free State settlers 
rendered it impossible for the East to credit the story, or for 
the Democrats to bring it home to them as they should have. 
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Only in Missouri did the Southern press make of it all that was 
possible. The address of the Law and Order Party to their 
friends of the South, signed by Atchison, B. F. Stringfellow, 
Major Buford and others on June 21,' naturally used the 
massacre to the utmost, declaring, among other things, that 
Wilkinson had been "flayed alive," and that besides the "six 
victims," the bodies of four others were still missing. 

Governor Shannon promptly reported the murders to Presi
dent Pierce. From Lecompton, May 31, he wrote:' 

" ... Comment is unnecessary. The respectability of the par
ties and the cruelties attending the murders have produced an 
extraordinary state of excitement in that portion of the Territory, 
which has heretofore remained comparatively quiet. . • . I hope 
the offenders may be brought to Justice; if so, it may allay to a 
great extent the excitement, otherwise I fear the consequences." 

Governor Shannon's anxiety was justified. On the 27th of 
May the news of the Pottawatomie crimes was posted allover 
Leavenworth. The leading Free State business men were 
arrested, and, according to an eye-witness, William H. Coffin, 
only the urgent solicitation of such men as General Richardson 
and other leading pro-slavery officials prevented their meeting 
with violence. I Other influential Free State men were ban
ished. Four days later, the 31st, when Governor Shannon 
was writing his report, a meeting of the Law and Order Party 
was held in Leavenworth to protest against the Pottawatomie 
murders. At this gathering, so the Tribune reported,' "leading 
pro-slavery citizens - some of them heretofore moderate 
men -were the officers and speechmakers. Violent speeches 
were made, and resolutions of the same character were passed, 
condemning all Free State men without distinction, and 
appointing a Vigilance Committee of fifty to watch their 
movements, and to warn offenders from the Territory.'" 

At Fort Scott, the Southeastern rendezvous of Border Ruf
fians, the news that Lawrence was burned was received with 
a general feeling of joy, but it was followed by the rumor that 
at Osawatomie five, and some said nine, pro-slavery men had 
been called up in the night and, as soon as they made their 
appearance, had been shot by the Abolitionists. This caused 
a general feeling of alarm and indignation, and the young men 
of Fort Scott, on their own responsibility, organized them-
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selves into a Uwatch guard It to protect the Fort from invasion 
by the Abolitionists, for, to add to the excitement, it had been 
currently reported that Fort Scott was to be burned as a 
retaliation for the destruction of Lawrence.8 Some of the Mis
sourians at once took the offensive. Although Mrs. Robinson 
was of the opinion that U the news of the horrible massacre 
fell upon the ears of the Border Ruffians like a thunderbolt 
out of a clear sky, and carried fear and trembling into many 
Missouri homes," and that uhis [Brown's] name became one 
of terror, like that of hobgoblins to silly children, or that of 
Lafitte upon the sea," • Captain Henry Clay Pate, the fighting 
correspondent of the Missouri Republican, went at once with 
his company to Paola, eight miles from Osawatomie, to assist 
the United States Marshal in arresting the Pottawatomie 
Creek murderers. On June 2, General J. \V. Whitfield, the del
egate to Congress, wrote from Westport to the editor of the 
Border Times that news had reached there of disaster to Cap
tain Pate's company. This was his statement of the situation: 

There can scarcely be a doubt that this small force has been 
annihilated. This town, where the congressional committee are 
now taking evidence, has been thronged during the day with men 
with their families, fleeing from the territory to avoid assassination 
and butchery. I am constantly in receipt of letters and appeals for 
protection. The cowardly and fiendish manner in which the assas
sinations have been perpetrated, particularly those on Pottawato
mie creek (which I am informed by Judge Cato just in from that 
place have not been exaggerated in the public accounts, indeed do 
not equal the reality,) leaves but little hope that these abolition 
monsters can be actuated by any other consideration than that of 
fear. I liave, therefore, determined to start in an hour or two, with 
as many men as can be raised, in the hope, if not too late, of reliev
ing the little band, under Capt. Pate, and afford what protection I 
can to the peaceful citizens of the territory, and restore in it order 
and peace .••• 

JNO. W. WUITFmLD. 
10 . 

Two of John Brown's sons fell readily into the hands of the 
Missourians, - John Brown, Jr., and Jason Brown. They had 
spent but one night in the Adair cabin, - the one in which, as 
we have seen, John Brown, Jr., became insane. Leaving their 
wives the next morning, in fear lest their presence attract the 
Border Ruffians, they set off, Jason with the idea of surren-
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dering to the United States troops and demanding protection. 
Jason shortly thereafter encountered a body of Border Ruf
fians headed by the notorious uRev." Martin White. He has 
thus told the story of the encounter: 11 

.. I did not recognize in the leader the man who had led the squad 
of 'steer hunters' to our camp when we first reached the Territory. 
But he was that same Martin White. I walked straight up to him. 
'Can you tell me the way to Taway Jones's?' 'You are one of the 
very men we are looking for! Your name is Brown. I knew your 
father. I knew your brother!' shouted White. Up came all the 
guns clicking. 'Down with him!' the squad yelled. 'You are our 
prisoner,' said White. 'Got any arms?' 'A revolver.' 'Hand it 
out.' 'Now go ahead of the horses.' I was weak with ague, excite
ment, fatigue. But I was terribly afraid of torture. I knew what 
these men had done to others, and all my habitual stammering left 
,me. 'My name is Jason Brown,' I said, standing facing them. 'I 
am a Free State man, and what you call an Abolitionist. I have 
never knowingly injured a human being. Now if you want my blood 
for that, there is a mark for you.' And I pulled open the bosom of 
my shirt. I expected to be shot to pieces. And they took that for 
courage! Three-fourths of them laid their guns across their saddles 
and began to talk friendly. Martin White said: 'We won't kill you 
now. But you are our prisoner and we hold every man a scoundrel 
till he is proven honest.' One man, a villainous face, kept his gun 
up. I dared not turn my back, until I had backed thirty rods or so. 
I wanted to be killed quickly, not to be tortured. They drove me 
four miles at a fast walk. Then we came to a cabin and store. I was 
having chills every day, then, and at that moment my chill came 

.on. They gave me a sack of coffee for a pillow. The man who had 
kept his gun levelled came and looked at me, with his bowie knife 
raieed. • Do you see anything bad about me?' I asked. • I don't see 
anything good about yet' he snarled, but went away. As the fever 
came on they put me on a horse, tied my feet beneath him and my 
arms behind me and took me, with a guard of twenty men, to Paola, 
where were about three hundred armed pro-slavery men. One flour
ished a coil of new hemp rope over his head as we rode up. • Swing 
him up! Swing him up!' he shouted. They hustled me over to a 
tree and that man flung his rope end over a limb and stood ready. 
I sat down on the grass by the tree. I did n't suppose I had a friend 
in that crowd. Then came what changed my whole mind and life 
as to my feeling toward slave-holders. I can't see a Southerner or 
a Southern soldier, now, whatever he thinks of me, without wanting 
to grasp his two hands. 

II As I sat there waiting under the dangling rope, I saw three men 
aside from the yelling crowd, differently dressed from the rest. One 
of them came quietly, tapped me on the shoulder and showed me a 
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'scrap of paper in the palm of his hand. 'Whose writing is that?' asked 
he. 'My father's.' 'Is old John Brown your father?' 'Yes.' Never 
another word did he say, but went around and spoke to the crowd, 
who made so much noise that I could not hear what he said. Then 
he came back, (he was Judge Jacobs, of Lexington; Kentucky, and 
one of his companions was Judge Cato,) and quietly said to me: 
'Come with me to my house and I will treat you like my own son, 
but we must hold you prisoner.' Mrs. Doyle was also staying in that 
house and we all sat at the same table for meals. She said nothing. 
There I was, one lone coward, and about forty proslavery men in 
the house that night ..•• On the third night John was brought in. 
We lay together and I slept soundly on the front side of the bed. 
In the night there was a sudden commotion and a crowd of men 
rushed in. One brandished a bowie knife over me as if to drive it 
into my right side. I slept on. John bared my heart, and, pointing 
to it, said, 'Strike there.' They took me away, two men holding my 
tied arms, in the middle of the night, leaving John, up to the Shaw
nee Mission. But they were afraid to keep me there and the same 
night brought me back again. • • ." 

Jason did not see John again for about two weeks. Then the 
latter was becoming sane. But presently a squad arrived. to 
escort Jason and John to Osawatomie. 

"Capt. Wood himself came into the room where we two were 
sleeping, seized John by the collar with, - 'Come out here, sir,' 
and jerked him out of bed. Wood himself bound John's wrists be
hind him, and then his upper arms, using small, hard hemp rope, 
and he set his teeth and pulled with all his force, tightening the. 
turns. Later another rope some forty feet long was passed between 
these two, to drive him by. Outside the leader of the squad which 
was to take us to Osawatomie (I think this was Pate) was calling 
orders to his men. 'Oyez, Oyez, Oyez,' he shouted. 'Form a line 
of battle.' 

"They drove John afoot all the way from Paola to Osawatomie. 
Me, on the other hand, they carried in a wagon. When I saw John 
in the new camp, (they had to change camp as the horses grazed 
the grass off,) John was a maniac and in a terrible condition. They 
had never loosened the cords around his upper arms and the flesh 
w:as swollen so that the cords were covered.. They had driven him 
through the water of Bull Creek and the yellow flints at the bottom 
had cut through his boots and terribly lacerated his feet. I found 
him chained by each ankle, with an ox-cart chain, to the center 
pole of the guard tent. John, who then fancied himself commander 
of the camp, was shrieking military orders, jumping up and down 
and casting himself about. Capt. Wood said to me: 'Keep that 
man still.' 'I can't keep an insane man still,' said I. • He is no more 
insane than you are. If you don't keep him stitt, we 'n do it for you.' 
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I tried my best, but John had not a glimmer of reason and could not 
understand anything. He went on yelling. Three troopers came 
in. One struck him a terrible blow on the jaw with his fist, throw
ing him on his side. A second knelt on him and pounded him with 
his fist. The third stood off and kicked him with all his force in 
the back of the neck. 'Don't kill a crazy manl' cried I. 'No more 
crazy than you are, butwe'll fetch it out of him.' After that John 
lay unconscio\ls for three or four hours. We camped about one 
and a half miles southeast of the Adairs. There we stayed about 
two weeks. Then we were ordered to move again. They drove us 
on foot, chaine<l two and two. I was chained to George Partridge. 
In a gang they drove us up right up in front of Adair's house. Aunt 
F10rilla came out and talked to Lieut. Iverson, (he was a cruel man I) 
'What does this mean in this Land of the Free? What does this 
mean that you drive these men like cattle and slaves!' and she went 
on, giving him a terrible cutting. Iverson made no reply. Aunt gave 
us all some little food. At Ottawa ford young Kilbourne dropped 
in a sun-stroke .... We camped near 'Taway Jones's. All the 
time these troops were looking for Old Brown. And father would 
show himself from time to time, at daylight, at different places, at 
a distance from his real camp. Then word would come to Wood that 
Old Brown and his men had been seen at such a time, here or there 
on Marais des Cygnes. Wood would order out his men to look for 
him, forty miles off, the men would spend themselves hunting along 
the river-bottoms, through dense, prickly tangles, and come back 
at night worn out and furious, their horses done. I heard one say, 
one night, out of his officer's hearing: 'D-d if I'm going after Old 
Brown any more. If I'm ordered out any more, I'll go into the 
bushes and hide.' This kept up three or four days, and all the time 
John Brown was camped so close that he heard the bugle calls, and 
got his water at the same spring where they got theirs. He was 
hoping f9r a chance to effect a rescue. One day word came to Wood 
that John Brown was near and would attempt a rescue. Thereupon 
he repeated the message to me, commenting: 'If such a rescue be 
attempted and you try to escape, you will be the first ones that we 
will shoot.''' 

A correspondent of the New York Times thus described the 
torture of the prisoners: 11 

II A scene then followed, which 1uu flO /Nlrallel in a re;ublictJn fort
emment. They were cMined two and two by ItJkinf a common trace
chain and using a j>adIock at each end, which was so fixed as to make 
a close clasp around the ankle. Like a gang of slaves they were 
thus driven on foot the whole distance at the rate of twenty-five 
miles per day, dragging their chains after them. They were unac
customed to travelling - their chains had worn upon their ankles 
until one of them became quite exhausted and was put in a wagon. 
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What a humiliating, disgusting sight in a free government - to 
see a chained gang of men who had committed no crime whatever, 
driven sixty-five miles by their merciless prosecutors to attend a 
trial, then have granted them an unconditional release and no pro
vision for redress!" 

This shocking ill-treatment of John Brown, Jr., which is 
confirmed by much contemporary testimony, aroused indig
nation in the North, and to its effect upon John Brown was 
attributed, though erroneously, much of the father's bitter
ness toward the slaveholders. According to a special corre
spondent of the New York Tribune, First Lieutenant James 
McIntosh, First Cavalry, stated to him in June that the reason 
for the arrest of John Brown, Jr., and Jason Brown, and the 
severity of their treatment, was the soldiers' belief that they 
were two of the Pottawatomie murderers. ll As for Captain 
Thomas J. Wood, it was pointed out at the time that he was 
a native of Kentucky, and it was, therefore, taken for granted 
that his sympathies were with the South, and his cruelties 
due to friendli.ness for the Border Ruffians. It is an interest
ing fact that this officer later became, like Major Sedgwick, a 
distinguished Northern general, one of the very best division 
commanders in the Army of the Cumberland, in which he was 
conspicuous for his wounds, his ability and his gallantry. 
After spending two weeks on Ottawa Creek with his prisoners, 
Captain Wood marched them to Lecompton via Palmyra and 
La~rence. Here, after an examination, Jason was released, 
but John Brown, Jr., was held on the charge of high treason 
because of his political activity, and was not released until 
September 10. Jason returned to his own claim only to find 
his house burned by the Border Ruffians and his cattle driven 
off, though his oxen later returned to him, of themselves, from 
Missouri. He built himself a shelter of fence rails, but sapn 
joined his father's company as the only place where he could 
find safety. His wife and the other women went into the 
Osawatomie block-house for security, for by this time almost 
all the Free State men were out under arms." 

John Brown and those who had participated with him in 
the Pottawatomie murders arrived at Jason Brown's claim 
and went into hiding on May 26, sending his son Owen to 
.Osawatomie a day or two later for provisions. Meeting his 
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brother, John Brown, Jr., wandering in the brush, Owen 
endeavored to perSuade him to join his father, but he admit
ted frankly that they were now hunted outlaws, likely to be 
separated for months from all of their families. John then 
declined, only to meet the worse fate already recorded. 11 On 
Owen's return there came to the camp O. A. Carpenter, a Free 
Soiler from the neighborhood of Prairie City, who offered to 
pilot Brown to the headwaters of Ottawa Creek, as there were 
two companies, one of cavalry and one of Missourians, then 
in search of the murderers. The Brown party broke camp at 
once and started at nightfall in the direction of Lawrence; it 
comprised then, besides the leader, John Brown, his sons Fred
erick, Salmon, Owen and Oliver, Henry Thompson, Weiner, 
Townsley, August Bondi and the guide, Carpenter, "Dutch 
Henry's" horses furnishing some of the mounts. In the course 
of the first few hours of the march, they rode straight into the 
bivouac of a detachment of United States troops presuma
bly in pursuit of them. I t was near the crossing of the Marais 
des Cygnes River, according to Owen Brown, and the troops 
ordered them to halt. "It was dark," he narrates, "and fa
ther called for the captain. In the meantime we placed our 
horses one beyond the other and close together so as to look 
like a small company. After some time the captain came out 
in front of his tent and asked: 'Who are you?' I think father 
repHed, 'There are a few of us going towards Lawrence.' The 
captain answered: 'All right, pass on.''' This these modem 
successors of Robin Hood lost no time in doing, and in biv
ouacking for the night some distance away, but not far from 
the farm of Howard Carpenter, a brother of their guide. . 

The next day they entered some virgin woods on Ottawa 
Creek and camped near a fine spring. Bondi, an able Aus
trian Jew, who had put himself under Brown's leadership after 
hearing of the Pottawatomie murders, has left the following 
picture of their al fresco life in the forest primeval: II 

"We stayed here up to the morning of Sunday, the 1St of June, 
and during these few days I fully succeeded in understanding the 
exalted character of myoid friend Uohn Brown]. He exhibited at 
all times the most affectionate care for each of us. He also attended 
to cooking. We had two meals daily, consisting of bread, baked in 
skillets; this was washed down with creek water, mixed with a little 
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ginger and a spoon of molasses to each pint. Nevertheless we kept 
in excellent spirits; we considered ourselves as one family, allied to 
one another by the consciousness that it was our duty to undergo 
all these privations to further the good cause; had determined to 
share any danger with one another, that victory or death might 
find us together. We were united as a band of brothers by the love 
and affection towards the man who with tender words and wise 
counsel, in the depth of the wilderness of Ottawa creek, prepared 
a handful of young men for the work of laying the foundation of a 
free commonwealth. His words have ever remained firmly engraved 
on my mind. Many and various were the instructions he gave dur
ing the days of our compulsory leisure in this camp. He expressed 
himself to us that we should never allow ourselves to be tempted 
by any consideration to acknowledge laws and institutions to exist 
as of right if our conscience and reason condemned them. 

"He admonished us not to care whether a majority, no matter 
how large, opposed our principles and opinions. The largest ma
jorities were sometimes only organized mobs, whose how lings never 
changed black into white, or night into day. A minority conscious 
of its rights, based on moral principles, would, under a republican 
government, sooner or later become the majority." 

On May 30 James Redpath, the correspondent of the St. 
Louis Democrat and the Tribune, rode by accident into this 
gathering. His description, too, is worth reprinting. since the 
scene he portrays beyond doubt represents many similar ones 
in John Brown's life: 17 

"I shall not soon forget the scene that here opened to my view. 
Near the edge of the creek a dozen horses were tied, all ready sad
dled for a ride for life, or a hunt after Southern invaders. A dozen 
rifles and sabres were stacked around the trees. In an open space, 
amid the shady and lofty woods, there was a great blazing fire with 
a pot on it; a woman, bareheaded, with an honest, sun-burnt face, 
was picking blackberries from the bushes: three or four armed men 
were lying on red and blue blankets on the grass; and two fine
looking youths were standing, leaning on their arms, on guard near 
by. One of them was the youngest son of Old Brown, and the other 
was • Charley,' the brave Hungarian, who was subsequently mur
dered at Ossawatomie. Old Brown himself stood near the fire, with 
his shirt-sleeves rolled up, and a large piece of pork in his hand. 
He was cooking a pig. He was poorly clad, and his toes protruded 
from his boots. The old man . received me with great cordiality, 
and the little band gathered about me. But it was for a moment 
only; for the Captain ordered them to renew their work. He re
spectfully but firmly forbade conversation on the Pottawatomie 
affair; and said that, if 1 desired any information from the com-
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pany in relation to their conduct or intentions, he, as their Captain, 
would answer for them whatever it was proper to communicate. 

"In this camp no manner of profane language was permitted; 
no man of immoral character was allowed to stay, excepting as a 
prisoner of war. He made prayers in which all the company united, 
every morning and evening; and no food was ever tasted by his 
men until the Divine blessing had been asked on it. After every 
meal, thanks were returned to the Bountiful Giver. Often, I was 
told, the old man would retire to the densest solitudes, to wrestle 
with his God in secret prayer. One of his company subsequently 
informed me that, after these retirings, he would say that the Lord 
had directed him in visions what to do; that, for himself, he did not 
love warfare, but peace, - only acting in obedience to the will of 
the Lord, and fighting God's battles for His children's sake . 

.. It was at this time that the old man said to me: I I would rather 
have the small-pox, yellow fever, and cholera all together in my 
camp, than a man without principles. It's a mistake, sir,' he con
tinued, I that our people make, when they think that bullies are the 
best fighters, or that they are the men fit to oppose these Southern
ers. Give me men of good principles; God-fearing men; men who 
respect themselves; and, with a dozen of them, I will oppose any 
hundred such men as these Buford ruffians! "' 

Besides Charles Kaiser, subsequently murdered in cold 
blood by the Border Ruffians, as Redpath records, Benjamin 
Cochrane, a settler on the Pottawatomie, had joined Brown's 
band, the latter bringing the news that Bondi's cabin had 
been burned, his cattle stolen and Weiner's store plundered, 
in plain view, he alleged, of United States troops. Captain 
Samuel T. Shore, of the Prairie City Rifles, and a Dr. Westfall 
also visited the camp, bririging news of Border Ruffian out
rages and asking for aid. ll Captain Shore brought provisions, 
and on May 31 reported that a large force of Missourians had 
gone into camp near Black Jack, a spring on the Santa Fe 
trail, named for a group of .. black jack" oaks. It was agreed 
that Brown's party and as many men as Shore could get to
gether should meet at Prairie City at ten o'clock in the fore
noon of the next day. This took place, Brown's men attend
ing a service held by an itinerant preacher, with part of the 
congregation in a building, part outside. The services were 
interrupted by the passing of three strangers in the direction 
of Black Jack. Two of them were captured, and, when ques
tioned by John Brown, admitted that they were from the 
camp of Henry Clay Pate, the correspondent of the St. Louis 
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Missouri Republican, a captain in the Missouri militia and 
a deputy United States Marshal, who, as already related, on 
the news of the Pottawatomie murders, had marched at once 
to Paola and, after assisting in the round-up there of Free 
State men, including John Brown, Jr., and Jason Brown, had 
pushed on into the Territory in search of the other Browns. 

At that time twenty-four years of age, a native of Kanawha 
County, Virginia, and a former student of the University of 
Virginia, Pate had in him the making of a fine soldier, for he 
died, well spoken of, as Colonel of the Fifth Virginia Cavalry, 
in command of a brigade of cavalry, on the same day and, it is 
said, within a hundred yards of where the brilliant Confed
erate General, J. E. B. Stuart, was mortally wounded. This 
was near Yellow Tavern, Virginia, May II, 1864,.11 Pate's, 
John Brown's and Stuart's careers were thus strangely inter
woven; Pate and Brown first met each other in battle at Black 
Jack, and encountered Lieutenant J. E. B. Stuart three days 
later, when Pate's men were set free. Stuart and Brown met 
again in the Harper's Ferry raid, and Pate visited his old 
captor in jail shortly thereafter. They could not have fore
seen that there would be three acts in all to their public ap
pearance; or that all were to perish violently within eight 
years, two of them after having won for themselves imper
ishable renown, the one by reason of his death on the scaffold, 
the other because of military achievements which have placed 
him in the front rank of American cavalry leaders. There 
could be no clearer illustration than the meeting of these 
men of the direct relation of U Bleeding Kansas" to Harper's 
Ferry and to the national convulsion of 1861 to 1865. Kansas' 
was but the prelude; what more natural than that some of 
the actors who appeared in the prologue should hold the cen
tre of the stage in the later acts of the greatest drama of the 
nineteenth century? 

Members of the startled Prairie City congregation were 
eager to leave at once in search of Pate, particularly because 
the sons of a preacher named Moore, who had been captured 
near Westport the day before and taken off, learned now that 
their father was in Pate's camp. Brown counselled, more 
wisely, that the night be awaited and the enemy assailed at 
sunrise. About forty men volunteered to go as the Prairie 
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City Rifles, but their numbers dwindled rapidly as the distance 
to the enemy decreased. At daylight on June 2 Brown's men 
were fed, and at sunrise they were dismounted at the Black 
Jack oaks, Frederick Brown being left in charge of the 
horses.1O A half mile distant was Pate's camp, the covered 
wagons in front, then the tents, and then, on higher ground 
to the rear, the picketed horses and mules. A Missouri 
sentinel fired the first shot. As to what happened thereafter, 
there is a mass of testimony. Henry Clay Pate, in a rare 
pamphlet published in New York in 1859,11 has given his side 
of the story. John Brown described the whole "battle" in a 
letter to his family dated "near Brown's Station, June, 1856." 
Both Pate and Brown discussed the tight at length in the 
T,ibune of June 13 and July II respectively, and Brown's 
T,ibune letter, hitherto entirely overlooked by his various 
biographers, must be taken as the final word in settling sev
erallong-disputed points. Besides the principal actors, Lieu
tenant Brockett, Bondi, Owen Brown, Henry Thompson, 
Salmon Brown and the preacher Moore, who was Pate's 
prisoner, have recorded their recollection!i of the conflict. 

In his letter to his family John Brown thus outlines the 
skirmish: 

.. As I was much older than Captain Shore, the principal direction 
of the fight devolved on me. We got to within about a mile of their 
camp before being discovered by their scouts, and then moved at 
a brisk pace, Captain Shore and men forming our left, and my com
pany the right. When within about sixty rods of the enemy, Cap
tain Shore's men halted by mistake in a very exposed situation, 
and continued the fire, both his men and the enemy being armed 
with Sharpe's rifles. My company had no long-shooters. We (my 
company) did not fire a gun until we gained the rear of a bank, 
about ·fifteen or twenty rods to the right of the enemy, where we 
commenced, and soon compelled them to hide in a ravine. Cap
tain Shore, after getting one man wounded, and exhausting his 
ammunition, came with part of his men to the right of my posi
tion, much discouraged. The balance of his men, including the 
one wounded, had left the ground. Five of Captain Shore's men 
came. boldly down and joined my company, and all but one man, 
wounded, helped to maintain the fight until it was over. I was 
obliged to give my consent that he should go after more help, when 
all his men left but eight, four of whom I persuaded to remain in 
a secure position, and there busied one of them in shooting the 
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horses and mules of the enemy, which served for a show of fight. 
After the firing had continued for some two or three hours, Cap
tain Pate with twenty-three men, two badly wounded, laid down 
their arms to nine men, myself included, - four of Captain Shore's 
men and four of my own. One of my men (Henry Thompson) was 
badly wounded, and after continuing his fire for an hour longer was 
obliged to quit the ground. Three others of my company (but .not 
of my family) had gone off. Salmon was dreadfully wounded by 
accident, soon after the fight; but both he and Henry are fast recov
ering." 22 

Captain Pate always alleged that he had been taken pris
oner by John Brown by trickery and treachery, when under 
a flag of truce, u a barbarity unlooked for in this country, 
and unheard of in the annals of honorable warfare." But 
Pate admits on the same page that his object in using the 
flag of truce was "to gain time, and if possible have hostilities 
suspended for a while." 

"With this view," he says, "a flag of truce was sent out and an 
interview with the captain requested. Captain Brown advanced and 
sent for me. I approached him and made known the fact that I 
was acting under the orders of the U. S. Marshal and was only in 
search of persons for whom writs of arrest had been issued, and 
that I wished to make a proposition. He replied that he would hear 
no proposals, and that he wanted an unconditional surrender. I 
asked for fifteen minutes to answer. He refused .... Had I known 
whom I was fighting I would not have trusted to a flag of truce. 
The enemy's men were then marched up to within fifty paces of 
mine and I placed before them. Captain Brown commanded me to 
order my company to lay down their arms. Putting a revolver to 
my breast he repeated the command, giving me one or two minutes 
to make the order. He might have shot me; his men might have 
riddled me, but I would not have given the order for a world, much 
less my poor life." 21 

His company, he explains, saved his life by voluntarily 
laying down their arms. There is more braggadocio, and 
also the admission that" there is another consolation for me, 
if I showed the white feather at Black Jack, namely: they 
who fight and run away shall live to fight another day,"
which was surely a correct prophecy. But he admits that at 
Black Jack he resorted to the flag of truce because he saw -
what no one else did - that "reinforcements for the Aboli-
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tionists were near and that the fight would be desperate, and 
if they persisted not one would be left to tell the tale of car
nage that must follow." 

To Pate's allegations John Brown replied thus in the Trib
une of July II, 1856: 

LAWUXCB, K. T., Tuesday, July I, 1856. 

I have just read in the Tribune of June 13, an article from the pen 
of Capt. H. C. Pate, headed "The Battle of Black Jack Point," 
(in other words the battle of Palmyra), and take the liberty of cor
recting a very few of Capt. Pate's statements in reference to that 
affair, having had personal cognizance of what then occurred. The 
first statement I would notice is in these words:" At first the enemy 
squatted down in open prairie and fired at a distance from 300 to 
400 yards from us. Their lines were soon broken and they hastily 
ran to a ravine for shelter." This is wrong, as my company formed 
a distinct line from Capt. Shore and his men, and without stopping 
to fire a gun passed at once into a ravine on the enemy's right, 
where we commenced our fire on them, and where we remained till 
the enemy hoisted the white flag. I expected Capt. Shore to form 
his men and occupy a similar position on the left of the enemy, but 
was disappointed, he halting on the eastern slope above the ravine, 
in front of the enemy's camp. This I consider as the principal mis
take in our part of the action, as Capt. Shore was unable to retain 
this unfortunate position: and when he, with part of his men left 
it and joined my company, the balance of his company quit the field 
entirely. One of them was wounded and disabled. Capt. Shore 
and all his men, I believe, had for a considerable time kept that 
position, and received the fire of the enemy like the best regular 
troops (to their praise I would say it) and until they had to a con
siderable extent exhausted their ammunition. Capt. Pate says: 
"When the fight commenced our forces were nearly equal." I here 
say most distinctly, that twenty-six officers and men all told, was 
the entire force on the Free State side who were on the ground at 
all during the fight or in any way whatever participated in it. Of 
these Capt. Shore and his company numbered sixteen all told. My 
company, ten only, including myself. Six of these were of my own 
family. He says further, "but I saw ~nforcements for the Aboli
tionists were near," &c. Capt. Pate, it seems, could see much better 
than we; for we neither saw nor received any possible re~force
ments until some minutes after the surrender, nor did we under
stand that any help was near us, and at the time of the surrender 
our entire force, officers and men, all told, had dwindled down to 
but fifteen men, who were either on or about the field. Capt. Shore 
and his men had all left the field but eight. One of his men who had 
left was wounded and was obliged to leave. Of the eight who re
mained four, whose names I love to repeat, stood nobly by four of 
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my men until the fight was over. The other four had, with two of 
my company, become disheartened and gone to a point out of reach 
of the enemy's fire, where, by the utmost exertion, I had kept them 
to make a little show, and busied one of them in shooting mules 
and horses to divert the others and keep them from running off. 
One of my men had been terribly wounded and left, after holding 

. on for an hour afterward. Fifteen Free State men, all told, were all 
that remained on and near the ground at the time the surrender 
was made; and it was made to nine men only, myself included in 
that number. Twenty-five of the enemy, including two men terribly 
wounded, were made prisoners. Capt. Pate reproaches me with 
the most dishonorable violation of the rights secured under a ftag 
of truce, but says: "My object was to gain time, and if possible have 
hostilities suspended for a while." So much, in his own language, 
for good faith, of which he found me so destitute. Now for my own 
dishonorable violation of the ftag of truce: When I first saw it I had 
just been to the six discouraged men above named, and started at 
once to meet it, being at that moment from sixty to eighty rods 
from the enemy's camp, and met it about half way carried by two 
men, one a Free State man, a prisoner of theirs; the other was young 
Turner, of whom Capt. Pate speaks in such high terms. I think 
him as brave as Capt. Pate represents. Of his disposition and char
acter in other respects I say nothing now. The country and the 
world may probably know more hereafter. I at once learned from 
those bearing the ftag of truce that in reality they had no other 
design than to divert me and consume time by getting me to go to 
their camp to hear explanations. I then told young James to stand 
by me with his arms, saying, "We are both equally exposed to the 
fire of both parties," and sent their prisoner back to tell the Cap
tain that, if he had any proposal to make, to come at once and make 
it. He also came armed to where I and young James were - some 
forty or fifty rods from either party and I alone. He immediately 
began to tell about his authority from the General Government, by 
way of explanation, as he said. I replied that I should listen to no
thing of that kind, and that, if he had any proposal to make, I would 
hear it at once, and that, if he had none for me, I had one for him, 
and that was immediate and unconditional surrender. I then said 
to him and young James, (both well armed,) "You must go down 
to your camp, and there all of you lay down your arms," when the 
three started, they continuing armed until the full surrender was 
made. I, an old man, of nearly sixty years, and fully exposed to the 
weapons of two young men at my side, as well as the fire of their 
men in their camp, so far, and no further, took them prisoners 
under their ftag of truce. On our way to their camp, as we passed 
within hailing distance of the eight men, who had kept their posi
tion firm, I directed them to pass down the ravine in front of the 
enemy's camp, about twenty rods off, to receive the surrender. Such 
was my violation of the flag of truce. Let others judge. I had not 
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during the time of the above transactions with Capt. Pate and his 
flag of truce a single man secreted near me who could have possibly 
have pointed a rifle at Capt. Pate, nor a man nearer than forty rods 
till we came near their camp. Capt. Pate complains of our treat
ment in regard to cooking, &c, but forgets to say that, after the fight 
was over, when I and some of my men had eaten only once in nearly 
forty-eight hours, we first of all gave Capt. Pate and his men as 
good a dinner as we could obtain for them, I being the last man to 
take a morsel. During the time we kept them it was with difficulty 
I could keep enough men in camp away from their business and 
their families to guard our prisoners; I being myself obliged to stand 
guard six hours - between four in the afternoon and six in the 
morning. We were so poorly supplied with provisions that the best 
we could possibly do was to let our prisoners use their own provi
sions; and as for tents, we, for the most part, had none, while we 
sent a team and brought in theirs, which they occupied exclusively. 
Capt. Pate and his men had burned or carried off my own tent, 
where one of my sons lived, with all its contents, provisions &c, 
some four or five days before the fight. We did not search our pris
oners, nor take from them one cent of their money, a watch, or any
thing but arms, horses, and military stores. I would ask Capt. Pate 
and his men how our people fared at their hands at Lawrence, 
Osawattamie, Brown's Station, and elsewhere, my two sons, John, 
jr., and Jason Brown, being of the number? We never had, at any 
time, near Capt. Pate, or where his men were, to exceed half the 
number he states. We had only three men wounded'in the fight, 
and all of those have nearly recovered, and not one killed or since 
dead. See his statement. I am sOrry that a young man of good ac
quirements and fair abilities should, by his own statement, know
ingly and wilfully made, do himself much greater injury than he 
even accuses .. Old Brown" of doing him. He is most welcome to 
all the satisfaction which his treatment of myself and family before 
the fight, his polite and gentlemanly return for my own treatment 
of himself and his men have called forth since he was a prisoner, 
and released by Col. Sumner, can possibly afford to his honorable 
and ingenuous mind. I have also seen a brief notice of this affair 
by Lieutenant Brockett, and it affords me real satisfaction to say 
that I do not see a single sentence in it that is in the least degree 
characterized by either direct or indirect untruthfulness. I will 
add that when Capt. Pate's sword and pistols were taken from him 
at his camp, he particularly requested me to take them into my own 
care, which I did, and returned them to him when Col. Sumner took 
him and his men from us. I subjoin a copy of an agreement made 
with Capt. Shore and myself by Capt. Pate and his Lieutenant 
Brocket, in regard to exchange of prisoners taken by both parties, 
which agreement Col. Sumner did not require the Pro-Slavery 
party to comply with. A good illustration of governmental pro
tection to the people of Kansas from the first: 
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(con) 

This is an article of agreement between Captains John Brown, 
sen., and Samuel T. Shore of the first part, and Capt. H. C. Pate 
and Lieut. W. B. Brocket of the second part, and witnesses, that 
in consideration of the fact that the parties of the first part have 
a number of Capt. Pate's company prisoners that they agree to 
give up and fully liberate one of their prisoners for one of those 
lately arrested near Stanton, Osawattamie, and Potawatamie and 
so on, one of the former for one of the latter alternately until 
all are liberated. I t is understood and agreed by the parties that 
the sons of Capt. John Brown, sen, Capt. John Brown, jr., and 
Jason Brown, are to be among the liberated parties (if not already 
liberated), and are to be exchanged for Capt. Pate and Lieut. 
Brocket respectively. The prisoners are to be brought on neutral 
ground and exchanged. I t is agreed that the neutral ground shall 
be at or near the house of John T. or Ottawa Jones of this Terri
tory, and that those who have been arrested, and have been liber
ated, will be considered in the same light as those not liberated, 
but they must appear in person or answer in writing that they 
are at liberty. The arms, particularly the side arms, of each one 
exchanged, are to be returned with the prisoners, also the horses 
so far as practicable. 

(Signed) 

L Pumm CITY, KANSAS TSR'y. June 2, A. D., 1856. 

JOHN BROWN, 
S. T. SHORE, 
H. C. PATE, 
W. B. BROCICET.· 

Captain Pate, after his interview with Brown in jail at 
Charlestown, to which he had three witnesses, obtained their 
signatures to an account of the Black Jack fight which in some 
respects is obviously erroneous; in it he endeavors to repre
sent that John Brown admitted that the flag of truce was vio
lated. Unfortunately for Pate's reputation as a chronicler, his 
pamphlet is frankly partisan. Moreover, there were several 
witnesses who testified that Pate ordered his men to lay down 
.their arms, instead of risking death by silence, as he avers. 

The crux of the .. battle" of Black Jack came when John 
Brown ordered Shore's men to shoot Pate's horses and mules. 
As soon as he noticed this going on, Frederick Brown, who had 
been left behind with the horses, could no longer contain him
self in inactivity, but, mounting one of the animals and bran
dishing his sword, rode around Pate's camp with his horse at 
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a run, crying out, U Father, we have got them surrounded and 
have cut off their communications!" Frederick Brown was a 
large man, and on this occasion he acted in such a wild manner 
as to give rise to the charge that he was not of sound mind. 
His extraordinary appearance undoubtedly frightened Pate's 
men, who naturally believed that he had other men behind 
him and that they were really surrounded. They fired a num
ber of shots at him in vain, and it was only a few minutes after 
this that they raised the flag of truce and the firing ceased. It 
is interesting to note that among those who ran away with 
Shore's men was James Townsley, the first to tell the story of 
the Pottawatomie murders. Pate's Free Soil prisoners were of 
course at once released by John Brown, after having been 
under fire throughout the engagement, which ended between 
one and two o'clock. Among them, besides the preacher Moore, 
was a Dr. Graham, who had been shot through the leg in en
deavoring to escape. He was not sufficiently hurt, however, to 
prevent his attending to the wounded, of whom Henry Thomp
son was the most seriously injured. After the battle, Shore's 
men returned, and with them the company known as the Law
rence U Stubbs," under Captain J. B. Abbott, a well-known 
Lawrence fighter, who had marched as rapidly as possible in 
.order to succor Brown. Owen Brown estimates that this rein
forcement amounted to one hundred and fifty men, and in this 
he is probably not far wrong. As John Brown himself put it: 

.. After the fight, numerous Free State men who could not be got 
out before were on hand: and some of them I am ashamed to add, 
were very busy not only with the plunder of our enemies, but with 
our private effects, leaving us, while guarding our prisoners and 
providing in regard to them, much poorer than before the battle. "'4 

uWe were taken," records Pate, Uto a camp on Middle Ot
tawa Creek and closely guarded. We had to cook for ourselves, 
furnish provisions, and sleep on the ground, but we were not 
treated unkindly. Here we remained for three days and nights, 
until Colonel Sumner at the head of a company of Dragoons 
released us from our imprisonment." II 

Colonel Sumner officially reported from Leavenworth, on 
June 5, his rescue of Pate's command, and his heading off 
about two hundred and fifty men under General Whitfield 
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and General Coffee, of the militia, who, as we have already 
seen from Whitfield's letter, were bent on rescuing Captain 
Pate. Colonel Sumner's force was only fifty men. With him 
were Major Sedgwick and Lieutenant Stuart, who thus met 
Pate and Brown. Colonel Sumner records the prompt dispersal 
of Brown's men, and his surprise at finding General Whit
field, a Member of Congress, and General Coffee, of the Militia, 
at the head of the advancing Border Ruffians. He informed 
them that he was there, 

"by order of the President, and the proclamation of the Governor, 
to disperse all armed bodies assembled without authority; and fur
ther, that my duty was perfectly plain, and would certainly be done. 
I then requested General Coffee to assemble his people, and I read 
to them the President's despatch and the governor's proclamation. 
The general then said that he should not resist the authority of the 
general government, and that his party would disperse, and shortly 
afterwards they moved off. Whether this is a final dispersion of these 
lawless armed bodies, is very doubtful. If the proclamation of the 
Governor had been issued six months earlier, and had been rightly 
maintained, these difficulties would have been avoided. As the mat
ter now stands, there is great danger of a serious commotion." 21 

Major Sedgwick recorded the dispersal of Brown's band in 
the following words: 

"Things are getting worse every day, and it is hard to foresee the 
result. One of these things must happen: either it will terminate 
in civil war or the vicious will band themselves together to plunder 
and murder all whom they meet. The day after writing my last 
letter I started with a SQuadron of cavalry to go about forty miles 
to break up an encampment of free-soilers who had been robbing 
and taking prisoners any pro-slavery man they could meet. I pro
ceeded to the place, and when within a short distance two of their 
principal men came out and wanted to make terms. They were told 
that no terms would be made with lawless and armed men, but 
that they must give up their prisoners and disperse at once. We 
marched into their camp, situated on a small island and entrenched, 
and found about one hundred and fifty men and twenty prisoners, 
who were released and the men dispersed. "17 

It was John Brown himself who came out and endeav
ored to negotiate with the forces of the United States as if 
he were in control of a coOrdinate body. It was he, too, who
had insisted on the camp's being so heavily entrenched. On 
June 3 he had directed the pillaging of the store of one J . M. 
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Bernard at Centropolis, he being a pro-slavery sympathizer, in 
order, Brown's devoted follower Bondi declared: 

.. to improve our exterior, the Brown outfit being altogether in rags. 
Frederick and Oliver Brown and three members of the Stubbs were 
the raiding party. They returned with some palm-leaf hats, check 
shirts,linen coats, a few linen pants, and bandanna handkerchiefs."" 

To the victors belonged the spoils. Since it was now" war" 
in deadly earnest, the raiding of the country for supplies was, 
in John Brown's opinion, wholly justified, as had already been 
the "impressing" of pro-slavery horses. Within one hour sub
sequent to the interview between Sumner and Brown, re
ported Bondi, Camp Brown had ceased to exist, and this hasty 
movement was not delayed by Salmon Brown's accidentally 
shooting himself in the right shoulder. Subsequently, Colonel 
Sumner was severely criticised by the pro-slavery men for not 
having arrested Brown. He had, however, no warrants for 
anybody's arrest, and there was with his command a deputy 
United States marshal, William J. Preston by name. The lat
ter seems to have been afraid, even in the presence of troops, 
to serve the warrants he had with him.11 Salmon Brown 
and Henry Thompson testify that Colonel Sumner told John 
Brown that Preston had warrants and that they would be 
served in his presence. Then he ordered Preston to proceed. 
"I do not recognize anyone for whom I have warrants," re
plied the deputy marshal. "Then what are you here for?" 
asked Colonel Sumner indignantly.1O 

The Brown family did not move far after being ordered 
to disperse. The wounded Salmon was taken to Carpenter's 
near-by cabin and nursed by Bondi; the others, with Weiner, 
camped in a thicket about half a mile from the abandoned 
Camp Brown. On June 8 Bondi rejoined them, Salmon being 
no longer in need of his services, and was at once asked to visit 
John Brown, Jr., and Jason Brown, then prisoners in Captain 
Wood's near-by camp. At their request Bondi visited the 
Adairs and found the Brown wom~n safe at the residence of 
David Garrison, a neighbor. On Thursday, June 10, Bondi 
had returned to John Brown, and at a council held that day 
it was agreed to separate. Weiner had business in Louisiana; 
Henry Thompson was also taken to Carpenter's cabin, and. 
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Bondi accompanied Weiner as far as Leavenworth on the lat
ter's way to St. Louis. He then returned to the seat of war. 
John Brown and his unwounded sons remained hidden in the 
thickets. 

Governor Shannon, on hearing of the Black Jack episode, 
reported it to President Pierce as a sign of the unrest of the Ter
ritory, with a comment that could hardly have gratified Cap
tain Pate, for it charged him with being" at the head of an un
authorized company." 11 This weak Governor was not having 
a particularly easy time of it. The Territory was seething wi th 
lawlessness. The administration at Washington was getting 
restless in view of the outburst of anger in the North over the 
sacking of Lawrence. Indeed, on May 23, before the news of 
this raid had reached Washington, President Pierce sent two 
despatches II to Governor Shannon which betray his extreme 
nervousness. He wished to know if it was true that Marshal 
Donaldson was near Lawrence, if it had been necessary to 
use troops to enforce writs, and, if so, whether other forces 
besides those of Sumner and Lieut.-Col. Cooke, of the Dra
goons, had been called in. In his second despatch he urged 
Governor Shannon to U repress lawless violence in whatever 
form it may manifest itself," and it was this despatch which 
Colonel Sumner read to General Whitfield, together with Shan
non's proclamation commanding uall persons belonging to 
military organizations within this Territory, not authorized 
by the laws thereof, to disperse and retire peaceably to their 
respective abodes," under penalty of being dispersed by the 
United States troops. Shannon further ordered II that all law
abiding citizens, without regard to party names and distinc
tions, should be protected in their persons and property, and 
that U all aggressing parties from without the Territory must 
be repelled." It is only fair to Shannon to add that he made 
requisitions for sufficient United States troops, and urged upon 
their commanders that the country to the south of Lawrence 
be properly protected. When Shannon's proclamation was 
two days old, President Pierce again telegraphed to the Gov
ernor: "Maintain the laws firmly and impartially, and take care 
that no good citizen has just ground to complain of the want 
of protection." .. 

Despite these admonitions and the activity of the troops, 
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the disorders continued. Early in the morning of the 5th of 
June, Major Abbott, with his Wakarusa company of Free State 
men and a body of Lawrence youths, assailed Franklin, four 
and a half miles from Lawrence, where were some Missourians 
charged with being members of the Law and Order party and 
wi th having amassed considerable plunder. III It was, in the eyes 
of the Free State men, a II mischievous camp." The pro-slavery 
men, who had one man killed and several wounded, defended 
themselves with a cannon, but inflicted no loss on their assail
ants. The Wakarusa company arrived too late to take part 
in the fighting, and busied itself in levying on the stores of the 
pro-slavery men, loading a wagon with all the rifles, powder, 
caps, flour, bacon, coffee, sugar, etc., that could be found. They 
made Franklin, says Andreas, U too hot for the enemy, and 
compelled them to evacuate." It is interesting to note that 
this and similar robberies by Free State men were treated in 
the Northern press and by subsequent historians as absolutely 
proper and legitimate acts of war, while similar outrages on 
the part of the pro-slavery forces were pictured as too terrible to 
be borne. Thus Bondi relates that the final pro-slavery wrong
doing, which led John Brown to leave his camp and march after 
Pate, was the entering of a Free State house by three of Pate's 
men and their stealing the guns of the seven Free Soilers who 
occupied it. U It was impossible," says Bondi, U to put up with 
such a shameful outrage," II - especially so for the men who 
bore the guilt of the Pottawatomie murders. Later on in his 
reminiscences, Bondi relates with great gusto how he and his 
companions, when in need of fresh meat, sought out UDutch 
Henry" Sherman's herd of cattle and killed what they needed 
without asking anyone's permission. This was, of course, a 
justifiable act of war, in his opinion. The dispersal of Free 
State forces by Federal troops was always an outrage; similar 
treatment of the pro-slavery bands, just and proper. 

Two days after the Free State attack on Franklin, Whit
field's men, returning to Missouri, reached Osawatomie just 
after Major Sedgwick, with a company of dragoons, had left 
it on his return to Fort Leavenworth. They seized the oppor
tunity to take revenge for the Pottawatomie murders. Every 
house was entered and pillaged, women being robbed even 
of earrings, and fourteen horses were stolen,17 thus justifying 
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Colonel Sumner's fears as to the genuineness of Whitfield's 
promise to disperse his men. That anything was left standing 
was due to fear that United States troops might appear. After 
an hour and a half of terrorizing women and children and the 
few men left at home, Whitfield's forces moved on, laden with 
booty, and finally disbanded on reaching Westport. As this 
town lies to the northeast of Prairie City, and Osawatc;>mie far 
to the southeast, it is obvious that Whitfield deliberately dis
obeyed Sumner's instructions to leave the Territory, and went 
out of his way to revenge upon the Free State settlement at 
Osawatomie the Pottawatomie murders that were the original 
reason for his and Pate's entry into Kansas. Sumner was nat
urally indignant, so the Tribune reported on June 23, when 
he heard of Whitfield's breach of faith; but the mischief was 
then done, and Whitfield doubled on his tracks and returned 
safely to Westport. This Whitfield raid, while unaccompa
nied by loss of life, by itself wholly disposes of the conten
tion of James Freeman Clarke and others that after John 
Brown's murders "the country had peace." Certainly it is 
plain proof that the killings of the Doyles, Sherman and Wil
kinson, far from stopping the aggressiveness of the Border 
Ruffians, brought down their especial vengeance upon Brown's 
Free State neighbors. 

Even before they plundered Osawatomie, Whitfield's men 
were credited with one of the worst crimes of this bloody 
period. They had tried one Cantrall, a Missourian, on the 
charge of "treason to Missouri," for sympathizing with and 
aiding the Free State forces at Black Jack, although he was not 
an actual participant in the engagement. Mter a mock court
martial, Cantrall was taken into a near-by ravine. Other pris
oners of Whitfield reported afterwards that there was a "shot, 
followed by the cry, '0 God! I am shot! I am murdered.' 
Then there was another shot followed by a long scream; then 
another shot and all was silent." One of the prisoners escaped 
and told this story, and the body was found in the ravine with' 
three bullet-holes in the breast. II Lieut.-Col. Philip St. George 
Cooke, commanding the Second Dragoons, the other Federal 
regiment in Kansas, reported officially on June 18 that "the 
disorders in the Territory have, in fact, changed their charac
ter, and consist now of robberies and assassinations, by a set 
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of bandits whom the excitement of the times has attracted 
hither." 81 W. A. Phillips, one of the best of the contempo
rary chroniclers, wrote that during the period between the 
Pbttawatomie murders and June 18, 

.. proslavery parties stealthily prowled through the territory or 
hung upon the Missouri borders. Outrages were so common that 
it would be impossible to enumerate them. Murders were frequent, 
many of them passing secretly and unrecorded; some of them only 
revealed by the discovery of some mouldering remains of mortality. 
Two men, found hanging on a tree near Westport, ill-fated free
state settlers, were taken down and buried by the troops; but so 
shallow was the grave that the prairie wolves dug them up and 
partly devoured them, before they were again found and buried." .. 

Lieutenant James McIntosh, First Cavalry, reported on 
June 13, from Palmyra, that a great many robberies were being 
committed on the various roads, and one detachment of his 
men reported to him that at Cedar Creek, twenty-five miles 
away, 

Useveral men were lying murdered. They saw the body of one who 
they knew from his dress to be a Mr. Carter, who was taken pris
oner from this-place a few nights ago. This body was shown to them 
by a member of one of the companies who was under the influence 
of liquor, and who told my men that he could point out the other 
abolitionists if they wished to see them." U 

O. C. Brown, the founder of Osawatomie, wrote on June 
24,1856, that for thirty days (since Pottawatomie) there had 
been a U reign of terror." 

U Hundreds of men," he declared, uhavecome from Missouri, and 
the Southern and pauper crowd that live by plunder are hunting 
down the supposed murderers at Pottawatomie. But almost daily 
murders are committed near Westport and nothing done." He 
added: II Keep us in flour and bacon and we can stand it a good pull 
longer .••• Remember that now, now, now, is the time to render 
us aid." a . 

There is other contemporary testimony to the straits to 
which John Brown's act reduced Osawatomie. 

Free Soilers in numbers were stopped and turned out of 
the Territory when caught near the border. One John A. 
Baillie was shot and badly injured, besides being robbed of 
his possessions." A young man named Hill was similarly 
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robbed, and then bound and barbarously gagged. U Another 
victim of Border Ruffian fury was strung up to a tree only 
to be let down again. The list of murders runs all through 
the summer. A young Free Soil Kentuckian named Hopkins 
was deliberately killed in Lawrence on June 16 by a deputy 
sheriff named Haine, or Haynau, a notorious bully. U William 
Gay, an Indian Agent, was murdered two miles from West
port, on June 21, by three strangers, who blazed away at him 
as soon as they discovered, after drinking with him, that he 
was from Michigan. 48 Laben Parker was shot, stabbed and 
hanged, his dangling body being found July 24, eleven miles 
from Tecumseh, with this placard upon it: .. Let all those 
who are going to vote against slavery take warning!"" Major 
David S. Hoyt, formerly of Deerfield, Massachusetts, was 
killed August 1 I, on his return to Lawrence from the Georgian 
camp on Washington Creek, which he had entered on a mis
sion of peace. A corrosive acid was thrown upon his face, and 
his body, half-buried, was tom by wild beasts. His object 
had been to ask that the Georgians join the people of Law
rence in stopping just such crimes. 48 

But the worst of all this terrible list of inhuman outrages, 
the one that infuriated the Free State men beyond all else, 
was the killing, on August 17, of William Hoppe, a brother
in-law of the Rev. Ephraim Nute, the Unitarian minister of 
Lawrence. Hoppe was shot in his buggy, when within two 
miles of Leavenworth, by a follower of General Atchison, 
named Fugit or Fugert. 48 This wretch had made a bet of six 
dollars to a pair of boots that he would go out and return 
with the scalp of an Abolitionist within two hours. He asked 
but one question of his victim. When Hoppe replied that he 
was from Lawrence, Fugit shot him and scalped him, with 
an Indian's dexterity, without waiting even to ascertain if 
Hoppe was dead. Brandishing the bloody scalp, Fugit rode 
back and received his boots. In May, 1857, he was arrested 
at Leavenworth and acquitted of the charge of murder! For 
downright atrocities committed on individuals, the pro-slavery 
men were infinitely worse than the Free State, even remem
bering the Pottawatomie killings. 

There were, however, plenty of Free State guerrillas at 
work. Charles Lenhart and John E. Cook (who later perished 
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on the scaffold at Charlestown) were members of a well
mounted body of "cavalry scouts" of about twenty young 
men who ranged about the country.5O The stealing of cattle 
and horses went on fearlessly on both sides. It "The substance 
of the Territory is devoured by the roving, roystering bands 
of guerrilla fighters who, under the plea that war prevails, per
petrate deeds of robbery, rapine, slaughter and pillage that 
nothing can justify," reported the St. Louis Evening News 
early in June. It added that the "body of good citizens, once 
numerous in the Territory, who sided with neither party, 
but attended to their own affairs, regardless of the issue of 
the dispute, is not now to be found. Every man has been 
compelled to join one party or the other, and to become active 
in its behalf." This referred, of course, both to the Free Soil
ers and to the non-slaveholding pro-slavery men who wished 
to mind their own business. "Allover the Territory," the 
Evening News truthfully said, "along the roadside, houses 
are deserted and fanns abandoned, and nowhere are there 
visible evidences of industry." II The Boonsville, Missouri, 
Observer was of the opinion that "unless the United States 
Government rigorously interposes its authority in behalf of 
peace and order, the horrors of civil war will rage on, and 
we fear accumulate to such an extent as to imperil the 
Union ..... 

The pro-slavery circular of June 21, signed by Atchison, 
Buford and Stringfellow, presented the Southern view of the 
situation thus: 

"The [Pottawatomie] outrages above specified were preceded, 
and up to the present time have been followed by others of a like 
character, and dictated by a like settled policy on the part of our 
enemies to harrass and frighten by their deeds of horror, our friends 
from their homes in the Territory. Undoubtedly this policy (a well 
settled party system) has dictated the notices lately given in all 
the disturbed districts, by armed marauding bands of abolition
ists, to the law and order men of their respective neighborhoods, 
immediately to leave the country on peril of death. Under such 
notices, our friends about Hickory Point and on Pottowatomie and 
Rock Creeks, have all been driven out of the Territory, their stores 
have been robbed, their cattle driven off, their houses burned, their 
horses stolen, and in some cases they have been assassinated for 
daring to return. Some, too, of these outrages, have been perpe
trated under the very nose of the United States troops, who all the 
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while assure us that all is peace and quietness, and that they will 
afford ample protection, without the necessitl of our banding to
gether in armed bodies for mutual defence." I 

This pro-slavery criticism of the United States troops is the 
more interesting because the Free Soil writers of the period 
also assail the regulars and accuse them of sympathizing 
with and abetting Border Ruffian outrages, while admitting 
that Colonel Sumner's and Major Sedgwick's leanings were 
toward the North. The latter fact probably had something 
to do with Colonel Sumner's going on leave on July 15, in the 
midst of the troubles, and his turning over the command to 
Brigadier-General Persifor F. Smith, who did not, however, 
take the field in person. Colonel Sumner's disrepute with the 
pro-slavery Pierce administration is very plain. In his annual 
report for 1856, Jefferson Davis pointedly praised Lieut.
Col. Cooke and avoided all mention of Colonel Sumner, 
beyond printing his (Davis's) censures of Colonel Sumner for 
having dispersed by force the Topeka Free State Legislature, 
in harmony with the proclamation of acting Governor Wood
son, II and posi tive instructions from Governor Shannon to 
use force if necessary.11 Colonel Sumner did not again fig
ure prominently in the Kansas troubles. If Pierce desired a 
scapegoat for the Kansas lawlessness, Colonel Sumner was 
the natural victim. It must be pointed out, however, that 
Colonel Sumner's and Lieut.-Col. Cooke's regiments would 
not have been large enough to patrol successfully all of east
ern Kansas, had they been of full strength. General Smith 
reported officially on August 22, that "Colonel Sumner's 
regiment cannot now muster four hundred men, including 
Captain Stewart's company, on its way to Fort Laramie, and 
a detachment under Lieutenant Wharton, en route for Fort 
Kearney with the Sioux prisoners. Lieut.-Col. Cooke's six 
companies have a little more than one hundred horses." 17 

The breaking up of the Topeka or Free State Legislature 
Colonel Sumner declared to be the most trying episode of his 
long military career.1I Governor Shannon wrote to Colonel 
Sumner on June 23," that he was compelled to leave the Ter
ritory for ten days, and that he wished him to use his com
mand in the most effective way for preserving peace, and to 
be sure to have two companies at Topeka on July 4. Shannon 
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wrote also of his belief that if the Free State Legislature as
sembled on that date, it 

.. would produce an outbreak more fearful by f~r in its conse
quences than any which we have heretofore witnessed ..•. Two 
governments cannot exist at one and the same time in this Terri
tory in practical operation: one or the other must be overthrown: 
and the struggle between the legal government established by Con
gress and that by the Topeka Constitution would result in a civil 
war, the fearful consequences of which no one can foresee. Should 
this body reassemble and enact laws (and they can have no other 
object in meeting), they will be an illegal body, threatening the 
peace of the whole country and therefore should be dispersed." 

This view Colonel Sumner shared, for he wrote to acting 
Governor Woodson on June 28, "I am decidedly of the opin
ion that that body of men ought not to be permitted to assem
ble. It is not too much to say that the peace of the country 
depends upon it." Mr. Woodson then issued his proclama
tion of July 4, forbidding all persons "claiming legislative 
powers and authorities •.. from assembling, organizing 
or attempting to organize or act in any legislative capacity 
whatever .... " To this Colonel Sumner added over his 
own name these words: "The proclamation of the President 
and the order under it require me to sustain the Executive 
of the Territory in executing the laws and preserving the 
peace. I therefore hereby announce that I shall maintain the 
proclamation at all hazards." 

Colonel Sumner had been so completely under the orders 
of Governor Shannon that he believed himself wholly justified 
in carrying out Shannon's and Woodson's instructions, the 
latter being with him on July 4, and directing him by word 
of mouth. Moreover, Jefferson Davis, who had praised Colo
nel Sumner on May 23, for his zeal, had assured him in the 
same letter that it was his duty to maintain "the duly au
thorized government of the Territory," and added that" for 
th,e great purpose which justifies the employment of military 
force, it matters not whether the subversion of the law arises 
from a denial of the existence of the gOfJernment " or from law
less disregard of the rights of persons or property. The Topeka 
Legislature was surely in itself a "denial of the existence 
of the government," but after the dispersal of the Topeka 
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Legislature, Secretary Davis took, on August 27, the view 
that Colonel Sumner had exceeded his instructions, and disa
vowed the dispersal of the Legislature. To this rebuke Colonel 
Sumner respectfully replied that he felt bound to consider 
the Topeka Legislature insurrectionary, under the President's 
proclamation of February II, and, therefore, was compelled 
to suppress it, particularly because, as he pointed out, the 
principal officers of the Topeka government were at that 
moment actually under arrest for high treason. 

But if the logic was on Colonel Sumner's side, the authority 
was on Jefferson Davis's; a scapegoat was wanted, and the 
veteran of thirty-seven years' service was at hand. Not un
naturally it was believed by the Free Soil men that Colonel 
Sumner's expressions of regret in disbanding the Legislature, 
and his friendliness for the North, were the real reasons for 
his being given leave, and for the censure passed upon him. 
A year later, a new Secretary of War was glad to entrust to 
Sumner the command of an important and successful cam
paign against the Cheyenne Indians. 

The actual dispersal of the Legislature was dramatic. In 
the absence of the Speaker and the Chief Clerk, Samuel F. 
Tappan, the Assistint Clerk, called the roll in the House of 
Representatives on July 4, to which date the Legislature had 
adjourned on March 4. Seventeen members answered to their 
names. As Tappan knew there were others in the town, he 
ordered the sergeant-at-arms to summon the rest. Colonel 
Sumner then rose and said: 

"Gentlemen: This is the most disagreeable duty of my whole 
life. My orders are to disperse the Legislature, and I am here to 
tell you that it must not meet, and to see it dispersed. God knows 
I have no partisan feelings in the matter, and I will have none so 
long as I hold my present position in Kansas. I have just returned 
from the border, where I have been driving out bands of Missou
rians, and now I am ordered here to disperse you. You must dis
perse. This body cannot be permitted to meet - Disperse. Let 
me again assure you that this is the most disagreeable duty of my 
.hole life." 10 

He had taken ample military precautions, for he had con
centrated at Topeka, on July 3, five companies of his regiment 
and two pieces of artillery. The proclamation of the acting 
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Governor was first read to the crowd of about five hundred 
men, but Colonel Sumner's hope that this would suffice to pre
vent the meeting of the Legislature was vain; he was forced to 
march his command into town, draw it up before the building 
in which the Legislature was meeting, and array it in the face 
of several Free State volunteer companies. These military 
manreuvres deeply impressed the crowd, for Colonel Sumner's 
bearing, like that of his men, was eminently businesslike and 
soldierly. 

As Colonel Sumner rode away, so the Philadelphia North 
American's correspondent reported, 

"some one gave 'three cheers for Col. Sumner,' which was re
sponded to. Then there were three hearty cheers for John C. Fre
mont, three cheers for the Constitution and State Legislature, and 
just as the dragoons got the word of command, 'march,' three 
groans were given {or Franklin Pierce, and the retreating squadron 
of dragoons moved off amid the deep groaning for the President." 

During all these exciting Topeka happenings, John Brown 
was not far away. He had remained in 'hiding on Ottawa 
Creek, near Palmyra, throughout June, awaiting the recovery 
of his sick and wounded sons, and gradually recruiting his 
band.n Henry Thompson, in addition to his wound, suffered 
from bilious fever, and Owen Brown was also a fever victim. 
The invalid's chief nurse was Lucius Mills, a cousin, and John 
Brown looked in upon them from time to time, and aided when 
the country was clear of Border Ruffians and troops. Food 
they gathered where possible, the Carpenters, Ottawa Jones 
and other neighbors helping. Not until the beginning of July 
did John Brown terminate this life in the bush and again 
become active. On July 2 he boldly entered Lawrence and 
called upon the Tribune's correspondent, William A. Phil
lips. To him Brown stated that he was on his way to Topeka 
with his followers, to be on hand at whatever crisis might 
arise at the opening of the Legislature. "He was not in the 
habit," Colonel Phillips records, "of subjecting himself to the. 
orders of anybody. He intended to aid the general result, but 
to do it in his own way." That evening Phillips started with 
John Brown's company, toward Topeka. They camped in the 
open, a mile southwest of Big Springs. At two o'clock A. M. 
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on the 3d, they resumed the march, straight across country, 
regardless of streams and rough going. At sunrise they reached 
the Shunga-nung, heard Colonel Sumner's camp bugles, and 
John Brown halted in the timber by the creek, one of the men 
going with Phillips into town to bring back word when the 
company should be needed. "He [Brown] sent messages to 
one or two of the gentlemen in town, and, as he wrung my 
hand at parting, urged that we should have the Legislature 
meet and resist all who should interfere with it, and fight, if 
necessary, even the United States troops." 

Colonel Phillips has left, in the Atlantic Monthly for De
cember, 1879, a charming picture of that night ride and the 
conversation he had with Brown as they lay "bivouacking in 
the open beneath the stars:" 

"He seemed to be as little disposed to sleep as I was, and we 
talked; or rather he did, for I said little. I found that he was a 
thorough astronomer; he pointed out the different constellations 
and their movements. 'Now,' he said, 'it is midnight,' as he pointed 
to the finger marks of his great clock in the sky. The whispering of 
the wind on the prairie was full of voices to him, and the stars as 
they shone in the firmament of God seemed to inspire him. • How 
admirable is the symmetry of the heavens; how grand and beau
tiful! Everything moves in sublime harmony in the government 
of God. Not so with us poor creatures. If one star is more brilliant 
than others, it is continually shooting in some erratic way into 
space.' 

"He criticized both parties in Kansas. Of the proslavery men 
he said that slavery besotted everything, and made men more brutal 
and coarse; nor did the Free-State men escape his sharp censure. 
He said that we had many noble and trite men, but too many 
broken-down politicians from the older States, who would rather 
pass resolutions than act, and who criticized all who did real work. 
A professional politician, he went on, you never could trust; for 
even if he had convictions, he was always ready to sacrifice his 
principles for his advantage. One of the most interesting thingS 
in his conversation that night, and one that marked him as a theo
rist, was his treatment of our forms of social and political life. He 
thought society ought to be organized on a less selfish basis; for 
while material interests gained something by the deification of pure 
selfishness, men and women lost much by it. He said that all great 
reforms, like the Christian religion, were based on broad, generous, 
self-sacrificing principles. He condemned the sale of land as a chat
tel, and thought that there was an infinite number of wrongs to right 
before society would be what it should be, but that in our country 
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slavery was the • sum of all villainies,' and its abolition the first 
essential work. If the American people did not take courage and 
end it speedily, human freedom and republican liberty would soon 
be empty names in these United States." 

How long John Brown remained at the Willets farm near 
Topeka, to which he now proceeded, and where he spent the 
next two or three weeks, is not known. He neither entered 
Topeka on the fateful July 4, nor immediately thereafter. It 
is probable that he returned promptly to the neighborhood of 
his sick sons, more than ever disgusted with Free State leaders 
and their inability to adopt his view that the way to fight was 
to .. press to close quarters. "II On July 26, John Brown, Jr., 
wrote from his Leavenworth prison to his father: 

.. Am very glad that you have started as all things considered I 
am convinced you can be of more use where you contemplate going 
than here. My anxiety for your safe journey is very great. Hope 
that I shall yet see you all again. Where I shall go, if I get through 
this is more than I can tell, of one thing I feel sure now, and that 
is that I shall leave Kansas. I must get away from exciting scenes 
to some secluded region, or my life will be a failure. . • . The treat
ment I have received from the Free State party has wearied me of 
any further desire to coOperate with them. They, as a party, are 
guided by no principle but selfish.ness, and are withal most arrant 
cowards - they deserve their fate. • . ."" 

Four days later, John Brown, Jr., wrote to Jason Brown 
that his father and his party were at Topeka" a few days ago 
on their way to the States. They were supplied at Topeka with 
provisions for the trip fUld by this time I hope they have passed 
without the limits of the Territory." 14· The party comprised 
Owen, Oliver, Frederick and Salmon Brown, and their father, 
Henry Thompson, and Lucius Mills, for whom John Brown 
had little regard because he had no desire to fight and was con
tent to play the nurse and doctor. Salmon Brown states that 
they left because Lucius Mills insisted on the invalids' being 
moved, and because they were a drag on the fighting men. In 
their hot, primitive quarters, in which the flies were a scourge, 
Owen had been reduced .. almost to a skeleton," and Henry 
Thompson was not much better oft', while Salmon himself was 
still a cripple. Henry Thompson affirms that he, Oliver, Owen 
and Salmon had had enough of Kansas. They did not wish to. 
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fight any more. They felt that they had suffered enough, that 
the service they had been called upon to perform at Potta
watomie squared them with Duty. They were, they thought, 
entitled to leave further work to other hands. They were sick 
of fighting and trouble. The burden of Pottawatomie did not, 
however, weigh upon Salmon; it was as an invalided soldier 
that he consented to leave. Jason Brown stayed at Osawatomie 
with his wife. John Brown himself never expressed an opinion 
as to his sons' resolution or their leaving Kansas. 

A heretofore unrelated incident of this journey is now set 
forth by Salmon Brown. Oliver Brown, a great, stout, strap
ping fellow, was forbidden by his father to give to Lucius Mills 
a fine revolver. Says Salmon Brown: 

"Oliver wanted to make him a present of a revolver that he [Oli
ver] had captured at Black Jack. Father objected; forbade Oliver 
to give Mills the pistol, saying that Mills would never use it. Oliver 
persisting, Father set out to take the pistol away from him by force. 
In the scuffle that ensued, I, alarmed lest the weapon might be 
accidentally discharged, took it out of Oliver's belt, saying: • Now 
you fellows fight it out!' It looked foolish, to me. The pistol was 
Oliver's pistol. And the match was not an equal one. Father had 
been a strong man in his day, but his prime was past. Oliver was 
a splendid wrestler. Up in North Elba, he had thrown thirty lum
bermen one day, one after the other, in a big 'wrastle.' Father waS 
like a child in his hands. And Oliver was determined. He grabbed 
Father by the arms and jammed him against the wagon. 'Let 'go 
of me!' said Father. 'Not till you agree to behaveJourself,' said 
Oliver. And Father had to let him have his way." 

On August 3 and 4, John Brown and those with him were 
overtaken by a party of Free State men who were marching 
north to the Nebraska line, to meet James H. Lane's Free 
State caravan and to protect it from the merciless Kickapoo 
Rangers, the murderers of Captain R. P. Brown. One of these 
volunteer guards, Samuel J. Reader, still a resident of Kansas, 
has transcribed from his journal the following impressions of 
bis meeting with John Brown: Ie 

"Between three and four o'clock we formed in marching column, 
and started forward at a swinging pace. We were all well rested, 
and a little tired of staying in camp. We had been on the road 
perhaps an hour or more when someone in front shouted, 'There 
he is!' Sure enough, it was Brown. Just ahead of us we saw the 
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dingy old wagon-cover, and the two men, and the oxen, plodding 
slowly onward. Our step was increased to 'quick time;' and as we 
passed the old man, on either side of the road, we rent the air with 
cheers. If John Brown ever deliihted in the praises of men, his 
pleasure must have been gratified, as he walked along, enveloped 
10 our shouting column. But I fear he looked upon such things as 
vainglorious, for if he responded by word or act, I failed to hear 
it or see it. In passing I looked at him closely. He was rather tall, 
and lean, with a tanned, weather-beaten aspect in general. He 
looked like a rough, hard-working old farmer; and I had known sev
eral such who pretty closely resembled Brown in many respects. 
He appeared to be unarmed; but very likely had shooting irons 
inside the wagon. His face was shaven, and he wore a cotton shirt, 
partly covered by a vest. His hat was well worn, and his general 
appearance, dilapidated, dusty and soiled. He turned from his ox 
team and glanced at our party from time to time as we were pass
ing him. No doubt it was a pleasing sight to him to see men in 
armed opposition to the Slave Power." 

Mr. Reader, on this expedition, on August 7, was an eye
witness of the first meeting between John Brown and a 
remarkable man who subsequently became one of Brown's 
most trusted lieutenants, Aaron Dwight Stevens, who at that 
time went by the name of Captain Whipple, for the good rea
son that he had escaped from the military prison at Fort 
Leavenworth while serving a three years' sentence for taking 
part in a soldiers' mutiny at Don Fernandez de Taos, New 
Mexico, and resisting the authority of an officer of his regi
ment, Major G. A. H. Blake, of the First Dragoons."· 

John Brown himself did not set foot in Iowa, but turned 
back at Nebraska Ci ty, on the Nebraska boundary, his invalids 
then being quite safe.88 "Frederick turned and went back 
with his father," Henry Thompson testifies. "Frederick felt 
that Pottawatomie bound him to Kansas. He did not wish 
to leave. He felt that a great crime had been committed, and 
that he should go back into Kansas and live it out." It was 
a decision that cost him his life. 

• A myth that this officer was Captain James LongstJ'eft. later the famous 
Confederate Lieutenant-General, penista in Uves of Brown and sketches of A. D. 
Stevens. Captain Longstreet, at the time of Stevena's trial, was on duty with his 
regiment, the Eighth Infantry, in Texas, and does not figure in the court-martial 
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THE FOE IN THE FIELD 

AT Nebraska City, John Brown found a notable caravan. 
Under the erratic James Henry Lane, there had arrived at that 
point a body of several hundred Free State emigrants, many 
of whom had attempted to reach Kansas by the usual route of 
the Missouri River, only to learn that the chivalric Missouri
ans had barred that means of entrance. As early as June 20, 
1856, a party of seventy-five men from Chicago, understood 
to be the vanguard of the "army of the North" which Lane 
had been raising in Chicago and elsewhere, was forced to give 
up its arms on the steamer Star of the West, at Lecompton, 
Missouri, by a mob of Missourians headed by Colonel Joseph 
Shelby, later a prominent Confederate brigadier. At Kansas 
City, General Atchison, with another armed force, compelled 
the Northerners to stay on their boat and return to Illi
nois, an achievement about which the Border Ruffian press 
boasted loudly and long. 1 Thereafter parties of Northerners, 
on the steamers Sultan and Arabia and other river-craft, 
were similarly driven back, some even being robbed of their 
possessions. t By the 4th of July, the blockade of the river was 
complete; thereafter the Free State reinforcements were com
pelled to take the tedious and expensive overland trip from 
Iowa City, which was in railroad communication with Chi
cago, to Nebraska City, and thence .southward through Ne
braska to Kansas. This route was opened by Lane, whose 
party finally comprised one hundred and twenty-five well
armed single men, and is said by most writers to have num
bered, all told, six hundred men, women and children when he 
reached the Kansas line. There General Lane found it desir
able to assume the name of II General Joe Cook." While in the 
East, General Lane had made a sensation by a most eloquent 
speech in behalf of Kansas, delivered at Chicago on the 31st 
of May, 1856.1 He made full use of the sacking of Lawrence 
and of the pro-slavery outrages in the Territory, and)t was in 
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large part to his eloquence that much of the heavy emigra
tion to Kansas in the summer and fall of 1856 was due. How 
great his oratorical powers were may be seen from a letter 
of Thomas Wentworth Higginson. of September 18. 1856. 
now preserved in the collections of the Kansas Historical So
ciety: 

"Last night he [Lane] spoke in a school house; never did I hear 
such a speech; every sentence like a pistol bullet; such delicacy and 
lightness of touch: such natural art: such perfect adaptation: not 
a word, not a gesture, could have been altered; he had every nerve 
in his audience at the end of his muscles: not a man in the United 
States could have done it: and the perfect ease of it all, not a glimpse 
of premeditation or effort: and yet he has slept in his boots every 
night but two for five weeks." 

The opening of the presidential campaign between Fremont 
and Buchanan. as well as the events in the Territory. kept 
Kansas in the forefront of national politics. The first Repub-

I lican National Convention resolved. on June 17. that "Kansas 
should be immediately admitted as a state of the Union 
with her present free constitution." 4 The majority of the 
Howard Committee submitted its report on July I. with much 
resultant Congressional discussion of the Kansas situation. and 
Oliver. the minority of the committee. followed suit on July II 
with his report containing the evidence in regard to the Pot
tawatomie massacre. Even then. curiously enough. the Potta
watomie affair did not in any degree injure the Free State 
cause in the North.· Oliver himself used it in a speech on 
July 31.' and Toombs. of Georgia, also made a passing refer
ence to it; 7 but no one else in Congress. The Democrats con-

. tinued to base most of their criticisms upon the general policy 
of the Free State settlers in taking Sharp's rifles with them 
to Kansas. The Elections Committee of the House reported 
against the admission of Whitfield as a delegate and in favor 
of Reeder; the House on August I voted against Whitfield 
by 110 to 92. and against Reeder by I13 to 88. and thus 
neither was given a seat.' There were various attempts to 
legislate during the summer. On June 25. Congressman Grow, 
of Pennsylvania. presented a bill in the House for the admis
sion of Kansas under the Tokepa Constitution. and the House 
passed it by 99 to 97 on the day before Colonel Sumner dis-
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persed the Topeka Legislature.' On July 2 the Senate had 
passed by 33 to 12 votes the Toombs bill, which had been 
reported by Senator Douglas from the Committee on Terri
tories, in a form which betrayed clearly the alarm of the slave
power over the injury done its cause by the excesses of its 
agents in Kansas. The Toombs bill provided for a census of 
all white males over twenty-one years of age, bona fide resi
dents of the Territory. Those who were thus counted were to 
be allowed to vote on November I for delegates to a Constitu
tional convention, and due precautions were taken in the bill 
to guard against fraud, intimidation and election irregularities. 

But neither house of Congress would agree to the other's 
bills, and the final adjournment came without any definit~ 
legislation for the relief of Kansas. The House endeavored to 
embarrass the President by attaching to two appropriation 
bills riders in the interest of the Free State settlers. One of 
these was soon dropped, but the other, attached to the Army 
Appropriation bill by John Sherman, practically forbade the 
President to use the troops for the purpose of sustaining the 
bogus Kansas Legislature. As a result, the Army Appro
priation bill failed. When Congress adjourned on August 
IS, a special session was called by the President. It met on 
August 21, and on August 30 the Army Appropriation bill was 
passed without the Kansas amendment by a majority of 
three votes. IO 

More important for Kansas, during this period, was the 
organization at Buffalo of the National Kansas Committee, 
with Thaddeus Hyatt, of New York city, as president, in the 
second week in July. In the six months of its existence this 
National Kansas Committee forwarded two thousand emi
grants by way of the land route of Iowa and Nebraska, and 
received more than eighty-five thousand dollars in cash, 
besides gifts of clothing aggregating more than one hundred 
and ten thousand dollars.1l By January 25, IS57, the condi
tions in Kansas had so improved, from the Free State point 
of view, as to make further activity on the part of the Na
tional Committee unnecessary. This record of its Chicago 
headquarters is, of course, wholly distinct from the even more 
remarkable record of the New England Emigration Society 
and the Massachusetts State Kansas Committee. 
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John Brown made but a short stay at Nebraska City. He 
took leave of his invalids, obtained horses for himself and his 
son, and joined a party of thirty men headed by Captain Sam
uel Walker, and General Lane, upon whose shoulders from 
now on rested the practical direction of the Free State cause 
in Kansas, until the release, in September, of the leaders in 
prison at Leavenworth. As Captain Walker had received 
a message urging him to return to Lawrence at once, Lane 
decided that they should push on to that town, one hundred 
and fifty miles distant, as fast as humanly possible. He rode 
into Lawrence alone, thirty hours later, arriving at three A. M. 
of the morning of August II, all of his companions having 
dropped by the wayside.1t Captain Walker rode nearly to 
Lawrence, but John Brown stopped off at Topeka with about 
one hundred and twenty miles to his credit. 

As to his intercourse with John Brown during their two or 
three days' journey to Nebraska City and their rapid return, 
Captain Walker, one of the stoutest of the Free State fighters, 
has left an interesting record in the shape of a curiously illit
erate letter of February 8, 1875, addressed to Judge Han
way, of Lane. 1I In this epistle Walker declares his belief that 
John Brown was insane during the summer of 1856. Brown 
would always go off and camp by himself. One morning, 
when Walker went to wake him, he was asleep, leaning against 
a tree, with his rifte across his knees. "I put my hand on his 
shoulder; that moment he was on his feet, his rifte at my 
breast. I pushed the muzzle up and the ball grazed my shoul
der. Thereafter, I never approached Brown when he was 
$Ieeping, as it seemed to be his most wakeful time." As they 
were riding together on the day of this incident, Walker re
ferred to the Pottawatomie murders and frankly told Brown 
that he woulc\,not have them on his conscience for the world. 
Brown admitted that he was in charge of the murder party 
and ordered the executions, but averred that he had not 
raised his hand against anyone man. It was on this occa
sion. Captain Walker states, that Brown charged that the 
responsibility of the crime rested upon Robinson and Lane 
as instigators, as already related. * Walker also says that to 
oblige Brown he took a message to John Brown, Jr., in which 

• See pap 14 
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the father promised to effect his son's rescue on a certain 
night; and that John Brown, Jr., replied that he wished the 
senior to stay away, as he was the cause of the son's arrest. 
The latter did not, Walker averred, then approve of his 
father's acts, and wished to have nothing to do with him at 
that time, - a statement absolutely contradicted by the son's 
letters from prison.· 

The arrival of Lane and Brown at Lawrence, to which place 
the latter soon returned from Topeka, despite his son's ear
nest protest that he should not expose himself on any account 
to the danger of arrest, was followed by aggressive warfare 
on the part of Free State men. On August 5 the Lawrence 
military companies, together with a few volunteers from 
Osawatomie, among them August Bondi, had driven out the 
pro-slavery settlement at New Georgia, on the Marais des 
Cygnes, not far from Osawatomie." Word of their coming 
had preceded them, and the Southern colony of from sixty to 
seventy-five persons fled as the Free State men, at whose head 
rumor placed the dread John Brown, approached. The vic
tors burned the block-house and such of the abandoned pro
visions as they could not carry away. To them the settlement 
was a nuisance; its inhabitants were charged with stealing 
horses, killing cows, injuring fences and being drunk in the 
streets of Osawatomie. II To the Southerners this was a wicked 
attack, announcing the beginning of civil war upon unarmed 
men and women, whose property was wantonly destroyed 
or stolen, even to the clothes of the children. To the arrival 
of Lane's army the outrage was attributed in a bellicose 
proclamation issued at Westport on August 16 by Atchison 
and B. F. Stringfellow. II It is an interesting fact that, if 
drunkenness was a sin in Missourians, it did not prevent the 
Captain, Austin, of the Osawatomie company from com
pletely intoxicating himself on the road to this bloodless 
battle. IT 

.. Old Capt. Brown can now be raised from every prairie 
and thicket," wrote Jason Brown to his sister Ruth on Au
gust 13, 1856,11 after hearing the pro-slavery story that his 

• "You and thOle with you have done nobly and bravely," wrote the IOD 

to his father on August 13, 1856.- Original letter in possession of Mrs. John 
Brown,Jr. 
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father was in command at New Georgia. Atchison and String
fellow placed John Brown at the head of the Free Soil men 
in every skirmish and raid of this month. I. The New York 
Times's correspondent called him the "terror of all Mis
souri" and the "old terrifier." 10 O. C. Brown, of Osawatomie, 
~ys, "Old John Brown's name was equal to an army with 
banners." II At Paola, seven miles from Osawatomie, a pro
slavery meeting broke up in the greatest haste on hearing 
that John Brown was coming to "take out" some men; and 
the creek over which the invader would have to come was 
heavily guarded all night by the frightened citizens of Paola.1I 

Mary Grant records that once, when a large party of Mis
sourians was returning to its State, the rear ranks called out, 
by way of joke, "John Brown is coming!" whereupon the van 
cut the mules from their traces and rode for their lives. IS It 
is the opinion of R. G. Elliott, of Lawrence, that: 

"Brown was a presence in Kansas and an active presence all 
through '56. Yet It was his presence more than his activities, that 
made him a power, - the idea of his being. He was a ghostly in
fluence. Noman in Kansas was more respected. YetafterPotta
watomie he moved much in secret." 24 

"War! War!! War!!! The Bloody Issue Begun! Up 
Sovereigns! and to your duty! Patience has ceased to be a 
virtue" - these were the headlines of the Leavenworth 
Journal's extra on August 14, in which it described the next 
aggressive movement of the Free State forces, the second 
attack upon Franklin.1Ii Despite the lesson taught to the 
Southerners by the successful raid of June 5, they persisted 
in living in their Franklin homes. The original motive for 
this new raid was the desire of Captain Thomas Bickerton's 
artillery company for a six-pounder known to be at Franklin, 
which had been originally captured at Lawrence, for which 
town it had been purchased by Horace Greeley, Charles 
King, David Dudley Field and other prominent New York
ers. I ' Part of Captain Bickerton's report of the operations of 
August 12 is as follows: 17 

"The Franklin affair was kept secret from the people. They 
thought when they saw us going that we were going out by the 
church to drill by moonlight. When we got up near to Franklin who 
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should come along but this I J 0 Cook,' on horseback, and make 
himself known to the boys. They were very much elated with see
ing Lane. • . . After the taking of the place, our men, I am ashamed 
to say, were so crazy over the way, in gutting Crane's store, that I 
could hardly get any of them to help me in taking the cannon out 
of the blockhouse. . . . The postoffice was not disturbed. . . • I 
went in only to see if any arms or powder were there. Found no 
cartridges and only five balls. Got the cannon on the carriage and 
brought it to Lawrence .••• I then went to work and made a 
pattern for a ball; as there was no lead in the p-Iace, and we had no 
way of making them of iron, we had to take lG. W.] Brown's type 
of the Herald, of Freedom." 

The firing lasted, as usual, for several hours, and the town 
was not surrendered until a wagon of burning hay was backed 
up to the block-house. The Free State loss was one killed 
and six wounded, while three pro-slavery men were severely 
and one mortally wounded. The sack of Osawatomie was 
avenged now by the securing of a rare amount of plunder, 
composed of provisions, guns and ammunition.- Major 
Buford, of the Georgia colonizers, complained in a letter to 
the Mobile Tribune that: 

.. Our money, books, papers, clothing, surveying instruments, and 
many precious memorials of kindred and friends far away, were all 
consumed by the incendiary villains who hold the sway. • . . We 
are now destitute of everything except our muskets and an unyield
ing determination to be avenged. . . . Southerners come and help 
us. Bring each of you a double barrel gun, a brace of Colt's repeat
ers, and a trusty knife." II 

The news of the atrocious murder of Major Hoyt on the 
same day undoubtedly inflamed the Franklin raiders. It made 
the Free State men everywhere determined to drive out the pra. 
slavery camps. They assailed, on August IS, .. Fort" Saun
ders, a strong log-house on Washington Creek, about twelve 
miles southwest of Lawrence. After the customary fusillade, 
the pro-slavery men retreated without bloodshed on either 
side.- Next on the list was "Fort" Titus, the stronghold of 
Colonel H. T. Titus, an active pro-slavery leader. It was in 
order to assault Titus's fort that Captain Bickerton's men de
sired to recapture the Franklin cannon. There was real fight
ing at Fort Titus, which Captain Samuel Walker, Captain 
Joel Grover and a Captain Shombre attacked at sunrise of 
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August 16 with fifty determined men. * Captain Shombre was 
killed and nine out of ten men with him wounded in a rush on 
the block-house. It In a short time eighteen out of the remain
ing forty attackers were wounded, including Captain Walker. 
After several hours of fighting, Free State reinforcements 
appeared, including Captain Bickerton with the six-pounder 
and its slugs made of molten type. It was run to within three 
hundred yards of the fort and fired nine or ten times. At its 
first shot its cannoneer cried, "This is the second edition 
of the Herald of Freedom I tt As Titus still showed no white 
flag, a load of hay was again resorted to, and with the same 
success as at Franklin. As the wagon was backed up to the 
log-fort, and before the match was applied, the party sur
rendered. Colonel Titus was discovered badly wounded by 
a shot fired by Luke F. Parsons, later a devoted follower of 
John Brown. at Walker captured thirteen horses, four hundred 
guns, a large number of knives and pistols, a "fair stock of 
provisions" and thirty-four prisoners, six of whom were badly 
wounded. One dead man was found in the block-house before 
it was burned to the ground. A Free State man stole a satchel 
containing fifteen thousand dollars belonging to Titus, but, 
says Walker, "it did him little good. He died a miserable 
death in the far West." Everything not burned was appro
priated by the Free State men. Colonel Titus himself nar
rowlyescaped with his life. But for Captain Walker he would 
have been summarily killed on being taken, and but for 
that same brave, vigorous character he would have been 
executed at Lawrence, to which place the prisoners were at 
once removed. 

The testimony as to whether John Brown was at Saunders 
and Titus is conflicting. He himself left no statement bearing 
upon it, and Luke Parsons, James Blood, O. E. Leonard and 
others are positive that he was not at either place. The weight 
of evidence would seem to be on that side. John Brown, after 
the Wakarusa" war," left Lawrence, saying, "I offered to help 
you and you would not listen. I will still work with you, but 
under no commander but old John Brown."11 Thereafter his 

• "Within sight and hearing of the United States camp, where were guarded 
the treason prisoners." The fight was witnessed by Major Sedgwick's troopers. 
who failed, however, to interfere. -C. Robinson, The KafISIJS Ctmjl"'. p. 307. 
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disposition was to fight only when he was in sole command. 
Moreove(, his remaining at Lawrence during those crowded 
days after his and Lane's arrival there might easily be ex
plained by his desire to be near his imprisoned son, whose 
rescue, if possible and advisable, was perhaps the strongest 
motive for his return to Kansas from Nebraska City.14 But 
that John Brown was at Lawrence when Walker arrived 
with his prisoners admits of no doubt. Again his voice was 
raised for the extreme penalty; again he asked a sacrifice of 
blood. As Captain Walker portrays it: 

" At a little way out of Lawrence I met a delegation sent by the 
committee of safety with an order for the immediate delivery of 
Titus into their hands. Knowing the character of the men I re
fused to give him up. Our arrival at Lawrence created intense ex
citement. The citizens swanned around us, clamoring for the blood 
of our prisoner. The committee of safety held a meeting and de
cided that Titus should be hanged, John Brown and other distin
guished men urging the measure strongly. At four o'clock in the 
evening I went before the committee, and said that Titus had sur
rendered to me; that I had promised him his life, and that I would 
defend it with my own. I then left the room. Babcock followed 
me out and asked me if I was fully detennined. Being assured that 
I was, he went back, and the committee by a new vote decided 
to postpone the hanging indefinitely. I was sure of the support 
of some 300 good men, and among them Captain Tucker, Captain 
Harvey, and Captain Stulz. Getting this determined band into line, 
I approached the house where Titus was confined and entered. Just 
as I opened the door I heard pistol shots in Titus's room, and rush
ing in I found a desperado named • Buckskin' firing over the guard's 
shoulders at the wounded man as he lay on his cot. It took but one 
blow from my heavy dragoon pistol to send the villain heels-over
head to the bottom of the stairs. Captain Brown and Doctor Avery 
were outside haranguing the mob to hang Titus despite my objec
tions. They said I had resisted the committee of safety, and was 
myself, therefore, a public enemy. The crowd was terribly excited, 
but the sight of my 300 solid bayonets held them in check." 

Colonel Titus was finally saved by Governor Shannon. In 
his official Executive Minutes of August 18, Governor Shan
non has thus recorded the final act of his governorship: II 

.. Governor Shannon this day resigned the office of Governor of 
the Territory of Kansas, and forwarded his resignation by mail to 
the President of the United States, having previously visited the 
town of Lawrence, at the imminent hazard of his life, and effected 
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the release of Col. H. T. Titus and others, who had been forcibly 
taken there by the armed organization of outlaws whose headquar
ters are at that place, and who had on the day before battered 
down with artillery the house of said Col. Titus, robbed his premises 
of everything valuable, and then burned his house to the p:ound, 
killing one of his companions, and taking the· remainder, With Col. 
Titus and their plunder, to their fortified headquarters- Lawrence 
- at which place said Titus was put on trial for his life, and sen
tenced to die; which sentence would doubtless have been executed, 
but for the timely interposition of Governor Shannon, who, in 
consideration of the release of said Titus and his companions, con
sented to releasefitle men held in custody in Lecompton under legal 
process, charged with being engaged in the late midnight attack 
and sacking of the town of Franklin - the outlaws having per
emptoril, refused to release said Titus and others, upon his demand 
as the executive officer of the Territory." 

In the course of his farewell speech to the citizens of Law
rence, Governor Shannon promised to deliver over to Major 
Sedgwick the cannon taken from Lawrence on the 21st of 
May, and added: .. Fellow-citizens of Lawrence, before leaving 
you I desire to express my earnest desire for your health, hap
piness and prosperity. Farewell." a. Governor Shannon in 
later years returned to Lawrence and settled there, winning 
the regard and respect of his neighbors and former opponents. 
Even his old enemy, Dr. Charles Robinson, whose opinions 
about his former associates were subject to radical changes 
with the lapse of years, paid him a high tribute after his death. 
But his record as Governor was not one in which he could 
righteously take pride. a7 His resignation was not accepted 
by President Pierce and he was removed from his office, II his 
successor being John W. Geary, who arrived in the Territory 
on September 9, and remained only six months in this posi
tion, resigning on March 20, 1857. 

Besides the larger raids already recounted, August was a 
month of minor warfare. Thus on August 13 the home of the 
Rev. Martin White was raided by Free State men, among 
them James H. Holmes, and ten pro-slavery horses were 
weaned from their allegiance to a wicked and failing cause. ' 
White, a prejudiced witness, asserted that the horses were 
laden with plunder, but on this point the memories of Holmes 
and Bondi, both participants, failed them. a. A reprisal was 
reported by the Tribune on August 28, in these words: 
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"On the 22nd the Quaker Mission, on the road from Westport 
to Lawrence, was attacked by an armed band of Georgians who 
plundered the place, taking all the horses they could find, and com
mitting all manner of wanton outrages upon persons and property. 
• • . The inoffensive people were compelled to flee for their lives. 
their property all stolen or destroyed." : .. 

The loss of horses seemed especially grievous to the Trib
une's Lawrence correspondent, who doubtless had not heard 
of the exploit at Martin White's. 

John Brown's brief period of inactivity in Lawrence came 
to an end immediately after the exchange of prisoners with 
Shannon.· According to Bondi, he arrived in Osawatomie, for 
the first time after the Pottawatomie murders, about August 
20, "with a spick and span four-mule team, the wagon loaded 
with provisions; besides, he was well supplied with money and 
all contributed by the Northern friends of the Free State 
Kansas, men like Thaddeus Hyatt." Brown's avowed object 
was to give the pro-slavery settlements of Linn and Bour
bon counties "a taste of the treatment which their Missouri 
friends would not cease to extend to the Free State settle
ments of the Marais des Cygnes and Pottawatomie," - a 
statement by Bondi which again refutes the allegation that 
the Pottawatomie murders freed that vicinity from interfer
ence by the Border Ruffians. 

Naturally, as a good general, John Brown's first concern 
was for the mounts of his men. Bondi avers that some of 
Brown's men received prompt orders to capture all of Ie Dutch 
Henry" Sherman's horses. He himself obtained, when these 
orders were executed, "a four year old fine bay horse for my 
mount," and "old John Brown rode a fine blooded bay," 
while "Dutch Henry" fell back. it is to be presumed, upon 
Shanks' mare, and, between meditations upon his just pun
ishment for sympathizing with Missouri, doubtless gave 
thanks that he was still alive. He was shot down in the road -

• The following appeal from Lane was ant to John Brown from Topeka on 
August 12: "Mr. Brown-Gen. J06 Cook wants you to come to Lawrence this 
night, for we expect to have a fight on Washington Creek. Come to Topeka as 
soon as possible, and I will pilot you to the place. Yours in Haste, H. Stratton." 
This Mr. Stratton is one of those who are certain that John Brown commanded 
the "right wing of cavalry" in the attack on Fort Saunders on August 15. The 
original of Stratton's message is in the Kansas Historical Society. .. 
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as had been many an innocent Free Soiler - by Archie Crans
dell, a Free State man, in the presence of James H. Holmes, on 
March 2, 1857.'" With Brown came between thirty and forty 
men, whom he forthwith began to organize into what he 
called a "regular volunteer force," for the purpose of serving 
throughout the war under his command. The" Covenant" • 
drawn up by him under which the men enlisted, together with 
the first enlistments and the by-laws which were intended to 
be the articles of war, still exists, and shows that his company 
organized as if the authority of a State were behind its com
mander.u 

Associated with Brown's company was one comprising in 
part some recently arrived Iowans, "every one mounted on 
captured pro-slavery horses." John Brown now gave con
siderable thought to the best way of defending Osawatomie. 
According to C. G. Allen, one of the men encamped there, 
Brown desired to meet the enemy at the Marais des Cygnes 
crossing, to the east of the town, and then to fall back on 
the twin block-houses. He was certain that the Missourians, 
rumors of whose approach were already in the air, would come 
in considerable force if at all, a prognostication eminently 
correct.U 

On August 24 the Brown and Cline companies set out for 
the South, marching eight miles and camping on Sugar Creek, 
Linn County. That evening John Brown made a speech to 
his company, in which, according to Bondi, he made these 
prescriptions for the conduct of his men when on the war
path: 

II He wished all of us to understand that we must not molest 
women or children, nor to take or capture anything useless to use 
for Free State people; further, never destroy any kind of property 
wantonly, nor burn any buildings, as Free State people could use 
them after the Pro-slavery people were driven out; never consider 
that any captured horses or cattle were anything else but the com
mon property of the Free State army, the horses for military use 
and the cattle for food for the Free State soldiers and Free State 
settlers. He ordered, also, that we, his company, should always 
keep some distance in camp from the Cline Company, as they were 
too riotous." 

• See Appendix. 
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While in camp here, news reached the captains that a large 
pro-slavery force was in the immediate neighborhood. The 
Cline company took the lead the next morning, going in one 
direction, Brown's in another. The luck of running down the 
enemy came to Captain Cline. He captured some spies and 
finally reached and chaJ"ied the camp, taking twelve prisoners 
and the camp equipage, one of the Missourians being terribly 
wounded in one leg. In the course of this fight at South Middle 
Creek, the Free State men released George W. Partridge, of 
Osawatomie, who had been taken prisoner by the Missouri 
men the day before. But this rescue was of doubtful value, 
since he met a violent end but five days later. The Border 
Ruffians fled in all directions for dear life, shouting that John 
Brown was pursuing." As part of the Border Ruffians had 
gone toward Pottawatomie, John Brown and his men went in 
that direction for a while and then circled back. The next 
morning, August 26, at daybreak, the two Free State bodies 
met, Brown charging at the head of his determined com
pany in accordance with his characteristic tactics of seeking 
close quarters. Fortunately, before an actual collision took 
place, the friends recognized each other. An eye-witness in 
Cline's company, Dr. J. W. Winkley, has thus described this 
incident: 

"They came swiftly up over the brow of the hill, in full view, 
with Brown at their head, and, without halting or even slacken
ing their speed, swung into line of battle. Only thirty men! Yet 
they presented a truly formidable array. The line was formed two 
deep, and was stretched out to give the men full room for action. 
Brown sprang his horse in front of the ranks, waving his long broad
sword, and on they came, sweeping down upon us with irresistible 
fury .... " 44 

After exchanging mutual congratulations, both bodies 
parted again, not, however, until the prisoners had been duly 
exhorted by John Brown and made to promise that they 
would not take up arms again, and then set adrift. Dr. 
Winkley thus recalls some of Brown's earnest and stirring 
words: U 

"You are fighting for slavery. You want to make or keep other 
people slaves. Do you not know that your wicked efforts will end 
in making slaves of yourselves? You come here to make this a slave 
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State. You are fighting against liberty, which our Revolutionary 
fathers fought to establish in this Republic, where all men should 
be free and equal, with the inalienable rights of life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. Therefore, you are traitors to liberty and 
to your country, of the worst kind, and deserve to be hung to the 
nearest tree .•.. You we forgive. For, as you yourselves have 
confessed, we believe it can be said of you that, as was said of 
them of old, you being without knowledge, 'you know not what 
you do.' But hereafter you will be without excuse. 

"Go in peace. Go home and tell your neighbors and friends of 
your mistake. We deprive you only of your arms, and do that only 
lest some of you are not ret converted to the right. We let you go 
free of punishment this time; but, do we catch you over the border 
again committing depredations, you must not expect, nor will you 
receive, any mercy." 

John Brown then rode oft' to raid the pro-slavery settle
ments on Sugar Creek. By a coincidence, the leader of the 
Border Ruffian force was named Captain John E. Brown. 
To his house the anti-slavery Brown paid an early visit, taking 
as his toll fifty pro-slavery cattle and all the men's clothes 
the house contained. Captain Brown assured the badly 
frightened mistress of the house that there was no reason for 
alarm, - that he never hurt women and children as did her 
husband, for whom he left his compliments and the message 
that he had an old score to settle with him.·' Other houses 
were similarly searched, and their cattle taken, on the ground 
that they had originally been Free State before being pur
loined by the pro-slavery settlers. 

On Thursday evening, August 28, Brown reached Osawa
tomie, travelling slowly because of the one hundred and fifty 
head of cattle he drove before him. Both his company and 
Cline's bivouacked in the town that night. The next morning 
early they divided their plunder and cattle, and Brown moved 
his camp to the high ground north of Osawatomie, where now 
stands the State Insane Asylum. 47 I t was then known as 
Crane's ranch. An ordinary commander would have allowed 
all his men to rest. But not John Brown. He was in the 
saddle all day, riding with James H. Holmes and others of his 
men miles along Pottawatomie Creek, whence he crossed to 
Sugar Creek, returning to Osawatomie with more captured 
cattle by way of the Fort Scott trail. The locality they rode 
through bore many evidences of the irregular warfare going on; 
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they passed near the homes of the murdered pro-slavery men 
and the deserted cabins of Free State settlers. One of Brown's 
companions, George W. Partridge, passed his own claim, and 
there saw his aged parents for the last time, all unconscious 
of the impending and, for him, fatal conflict of the next day. 
To Holmes, John Brown appeared on that afternoon more 
than ever the natural leader. He rode a tall and strong chest
nut horse; his spare form was more impressive when he was 
mounted than when he was afoot. Alert and clear-sighted, he 
ceaselessly watched the landscape for evidences of the enemy. 48 

I t was as he was returning thus, in a cloud of dust, and 
driving the motley herd before him, that he met a party of 
men galloping toward him. The newcomers turned out to be 
his son Frederick, Alexander G. Hawes, John Still, George 
Cutter and a Mr. Adamson, who had been sent down from 
Lawrence by General Lane "ith the earnest request that John 
Brown and the other leading Free State men go at once to 
Lawrence, to take part in the reorganization of the Free State 
forces, and also to oppose Atchison, who was then reported 
about to invade Kansas once more and with a large body of 
men." After consultation itwas decided that the caU should be 
heeded on the next day. As both parties reached Osawatomie, 
about sundown, John Brown and his son Frederick parted for 
the last time. The son went on toward Lawrence, but, accord
ing to George Cutter, he felt indisposed and decided to spend 
the night at the house of a settler named Carr, on the Law
rence road, only a couple of hundred yards from the cabin of 
his uncle, the Rev. Mr. Adair. With Frederick Brown stayed 
Mr. Hawes. Either at Carr's or in the neighboring Cronkhite 
house were Still, Cutter and Adamson as lodgers for the night. 

John Brown and his party, with the exception of Holmes, 
who spent the night in town, crossed the Marais des Cygnes 
to their camp on the Crane claim, taking their cattle with 
them. Captain Cline and about fifteen men remained in the 
town, at the juncture of the Marais des Cygnes and the Potta
watomie; here stood the hamlet and its block-house, the latter 
facing toward the east, from which direction it was feared 
the Missourians might come. The cry of wolf had, however, 
been heard in Osawatomie so often, that on the 29th of August 
no especial apprehension was felt •. 
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Captain Shore and a small company of Chicago men 
left about three o'clock in the afternoon, bound northward 
toward Lawrence, and no sentinels were put on guard save 
by John Brown, in accordance with the articles of enlistment 
of his company. Two of his men, Bondi and Benjamin, were 
on guard from two A. M. on the morning of the 30th until the 
firing began,1O but they were at a considerable distance from 
Osawatomie, facing toward Paola to the northeast, from 
which direction John Brown himself expected that the ad
vance, if any, would be made. Early in the night the long
expected warning came, after nearly every one had gone to 
bed. John Yelton, a mail-carrier, arrived fresh from a ten 
days' captivity in the town of New Santa F~, Missouri, 
and warned the Greer family that the citizens must prepare 
either to fight at once or flee. Both Holmes and Dr. Upde
graff were sleeping in the house, but were too tired fully to 
comprehend the warning. Action was therefore deferred until 
daylight. 

Yelton's information was wholly correct. The plan to raid 
Osawatomie and finally destroy it had carefully matured in 
the minds of the pro-slavery leaders, but Osawatomie was 
only one objective of the formidable expedition which left 
Westport on August 23, and marched on the same day to 
New Santa Fe. There four hundred and eighty pro-slavery 
men were found in camp. By the 25th, the number of the 
Ruffians then being eleven hundred and fifty, they were reg
ularlyorganized as two regiments, with Atchison as major
general, John W. Reid, a Mexican War veteran, as brigadier
general, and Colonel P. H. Rosser, of Virginia, as colonel 
of the second regiment, while the first was entrusted to a 
Colonel Brown. Camp was broken on the 26th. On the 
29th, at Bull Creek, forty miles from Osawatomie, General 
Reid, with two hundred and fifty mounted men and one six
pounder, was detached to proceed to the Abolition settlement. 
According to a pro-slavery officer, W. Limerick, who wrote 
to General Shields, of Lexington, Missouri, on the 29th from 
Bull Creek, the plan was to attack Osawatomie at once: 

"I t will all be destroyed; we then go to Hickory Point, all the 
houses in the settlement will be burned; Topeka will share the same 
fate. We will wait at this place for some 200 or 300 men expected 
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to arrive to-morrow. We are confident of success and expect to clear 
the whole territory of Abolitionists before our return .••• I am 
just informed that Lawrence will be attacked on Sunday next." 

General Reid made an all-night march, on leaving Bull 
Creek, and, taking a leaf out of John Brown's tactics, reached 
Osawatomie in the early morning. He was too experienced 
a soldier to enter from the direction from which he would be 
expected, but passed the town to the south and, after getting 
well beyond it, went northward until he struck the Lawrence 
road. He then turned his army again, and just as the light 
~ to glimmer in the east, on the morning of the 30th, 
reached the high ground above the town, near the Adair, Carr 
and Cronkhite houses. He thus not only entered from the 
west, but had the opportunity to charge downhill into the 
settlement, if he wished to utilize it. 

On his way, Reid's men were joined by the Rev. Martin 
White, as malignant as ever in his hatred of all Free Soil men, 
and particularly eager to enter Osawatomie in order to recap
ture some of his stolen horses. Because of his knowledge of 
the country, White joined the "point" of the advance guard, 
composed of two or three men. As they came over the crest 
of the hill, with the Adair cabin to the left of the road and the 
Carr house to their right, a tall and vigorous man approached 
them, all unsuspicious of their purpose. It was Frederick 
Brown, who had risen early to feed the horses, which had been 
left overnight on the Adair place, preparatory to a prompt 
start for Lawrence. It is the tradition in Osawatomie that 
Frederick Brown greeted White in a friendly way. White 
himself thus told the story to the Kansas (pro-slavery) House 
of Representatives on February 13 of the next year: 

"Whilst I was acting as one of the advance guard coming in con
tact with their picket guard, Frederick Brown, one of their guard, 
advanced toward us. We halted and I recognized him and ordered 
him to 'halt,' but he replied, 'I know you!' and continued to ad
vance towards me. I ordered him a second time to 'halt.' By this 
time he was getting very close to me, and threw his hand to his 
revolver; to save my own life I shot him down."" 

White's first bullet went straight through his victim's heart 
and Brown tumbled to the ground. - probably without hav
ing any thought of violence before consciousness fled forever. 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



JOHN BROWN 

If it was the spell of the Pottawatomie murders which had 
brought him back to the neighborhood of the dread crimes 
upon which he had gazed helpless, between a sense of wrong 
and fidelity to his dominating father, he had now paid in 
full for his participation as an accessory. Certain it is that 
Frederick Brown was no more prepared for his sudden end than 
were the men whose blood had been shed by John Brown's 
orders, that there might be remission of sin for the Border 
Ruffians. White pretended to recognize the boots on Brown 
as a pair stolen from his son in the raid upon White; but there 
is no evidence to show that Frederick Brown was at that time 
elsewhere than in Lawrence. On January I, 1860, White 
wrote to the Bates County, Missouri, Standard: "The same 
day I shot Fred, I would have shot the last devil of the gang 
that was in the attack on my house, if I had known them and 
got the chance," - a truly Christian sentiment for a minister 
of the gospel. 

The pretence that he saw in Frederick Brown a picket of 
the enemy was obviously an afterthought of White's. There 
was no sign of any stirring as the two men met, and the next 
few developments certainly dispel the theory that the laws 
of war were being followed. The shot that killed Brown was 
heard both at the Adair and Carr houses, as well as the noise 
of horses' feet as the advance guard passed on toward the town. 
As the Rev. Mr. Adair came hurriedly out of his house, he met 
David Garrison, a relative and a settler in that vicinity, who 
had slept in a shed in the rear of the Adair cabin. They hurried 
to the road, and, looking down it, Garrison asked: "What is 
that lying on the road?" Adair thought it a blanket - only to 
find it was the body of his nephew Frederick. As they stood 
over the corpse, some of the others, Cutter and Hawes among 
them, arrived from the Carr house. Adair hurried westward 
to see if anyone else was coming, and quickly perceived the 
head of the main column of Reid's forces, now steadily ap
proaching. He hurried back, shouting to the others to save 
themselves. Adair safely reached his own cabin, gave a warn
ing, and then hid in the bushes unharmed until his children 
found him .and notified him that he might return. No such 
good fortune attended the others. Garrison, Hawes and Cut
ter made the mistake of ret1l;ming to Carr's, where they were 
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speedily seen and pursued into the brush. Hawes miraculously 
escaped without injury, the Border Ruffians almost riding 
over him. Cutter, being overtaken after exchanging shots with 
his pursuers, received in his head and body four charges of 
buckshot. Leaving him for a moment, the Ruffians followed the 
unarmed Garrison, and overhauled and summarily despatched 
him. Returning to Cutter, one of the Ruffians dismounted, 
kicked him, turned him over and said: "He breathes; if I only 
had another charge in my gun~ I would put it in his head. I 
guess that would fix him." Fortunately for Cutter, the Mis
sourian could not make his revolver work, and so rode off 
saying: "Let him rip, he will die fast enough!" - Such was 
humanity in Kansas on the 30th of August, 1856! Despite 
thirty distinct wounds, Cutter survived his terrible experi
ence, Hawes bringing him aid and food as soon as the Ruf
fians disappeared. 

Had Reid's men now galloped directly into the village, 
which was but a mile and a half away, they would have been 
in complete control before anyone could have slipped away. 
Instead, his men delayed on the ridge, perhaps for breakfast, 
and the news of their coming and of the death of Frederick 
Brown was carried into the town by Charles Adair, a mere 
boy, who galloped in. A messenger at once crossed the river 
to alarm John Brown. The first to take the aggressive were 
Dr. Updegraff and Holmes. The latter, who was saddling 
up when the news came, rode up toward the Adairs' until he 
sighted the Border Ruffians, upon whom he fired three times 
from his Sharp's rifle. This incident again checked the advance 
and gave the Free State men time to rally to the defence. 
Brown himself was preparing breakfast as the news of his 
son's death reached him. He seized his arms, cried, "Men, 
comeon!" and with Luke F. Parsons hurried downhill to the 
crossing nearest the town. The others delayed to finish their 
coffee, but most of them overtook their leader as he reached 
the town. On their way John Brown asked: "Parsons, were 
you ever under fire?" " I replied j 'No,'" relates Parsons, '" no, 
but I will obey orders. Tell me what you want me to do.''' . 
To which Brown answered with the well-known sentence, 
"Take more care to end life well than to live long." With this 
sentiment on his lips, the grim chieftain of the "volunteer 
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regulars" entered the engagement which gave him more 
renown than anything save the climax of his career; from 
this time forward it was as "Old Osawatomie Brown" that 
he was most generally known. 

As they reached the block-house, Brown said: "Parsons, 
take ten men and go into that block-house and hold your posi
tions as long as you can. I'll take the rest of the men, go into 
the timber and annoy them from the flank." This Parsons 
did, finding in the block-house Spencer Kellogg Brown, son 
of O. C. Brown, the founder of the town, a lad fourteen years 
old, of rare pluck and daring disposition, who, being allowed 
to go and get a rifle, returned with it in a few minutes. From 
the second story, Parsons's men saw the Border Ruffians com
ing in two long lines with their brass cannon. One of them 
cried, "We cannot stay here, they will drive us out." When 
Parsons and Austin took their places in the second story to 
study the situation, their men all decamped to join Brown. 
Following them, Parsons met Captain Cline and his company 
of fifteen well-mounted men retiring through the town, aban
doning their cattle and other plunder. Only four days pre
viously, this little band, then considerably larger, had gallantly 
charged the Border Ruffians on South Middle Creek. On this 
particular morning, Captain Cline could not be induced tostay 
very long on the line of battle; one of his men, Theodore 
Parker Powers, was killed in the few minutes they were at 
the front. Captain Cline explained to the Tribune 61 that his 
men did not retire until they ran out of ammunition. In any 
event, their disappearance weakened the Free State force not 
a little. Parsons and Austin found that Brown had skilfully 
hidden his men behind the trees and brush in the fringe of 
timber along the Marais des Cygnes, which ran nearly par
allel to the road down which the Missourians were coming. 
There is to-day still a fringe of timber along the river, and still 
the open space across which the opposing forces fired at each 
other. 

The Border Ruffians were mounted and in the open. When 
the shots from the Free State men struck among them, the 
agitation caused by wounded men or horses threw the com
panies into confusion, which they at first tried to correct by' 
re-forming under fire. As the firing grew hotter, more men 
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joined John Brown, among them Alexander Hawes, unde
terred by his narrow escape when Garrison and Cutter were 
shot. As each man came under his eye, Brown placed him 
behind a tree or a rock, but the leader himself walked up aDd 
down, encouraging the others and bidding them make their 
fire effective. His son Jason was near him most of the time. 
Once Brown stopped and asked Parsons if he could see any
thing tom or bloody upon his back. "No, Captain, I cannot," 
replied Parsons. "Well, something hit me a terrible rap on the 
back," said Brown; "I don't intend to be shot in the back if 
I can help it." 

I t is not probable that, all told, John Brown had more than 
thirty-eight or forty men in line, aside from Cline's force. He 
himself said about thirty. They held their ground well, even 
after Reid brought his cannon into play. His grape-shot went 
too high into the trees, bringing down branches and adding to 
the discomfort of the Free Soil men, but not actually injuring 
anybody. Next, the Border Ruffians dismounted, and, urged 
by General Reid, who waved his sword and shouted loudly, 
advanced toward the woods. At once Brown's men began to 
retreat, following the stream and keeping in the protection of 
the timber until they had gone some distance down toward 
the saw-mill. When they were on the bank, all suddenly 
turned as if an order had been given and jumped into the 
river. It was the Border Ruffians' opportunity. In a skirmish 
or in real warfare, to have an unfordable river at one's back 
is the worst of tactics. For this John Brown must not be cen
sured, since it was the only place where he could have made 
a stand, unless he had chosen to fight in the settlement itself 
and risked the lives of the women and children there. 

But if Brown was not to blame for this strategy, the con
sequences of it were serious, in that George Partridge was 
killed in the river. Holmes saved his life miraculously by div
ing when under heavy fire. Parsons and Austin narrowly 
escaped Partridge's fate, Austin by hiding between some logs 
near the saw-mill, and shooting a Border Ruffian out of his 
saddle. Dr. Updegraff, who had been badly wounded in the 
thigh, managed to escape. George Grant had time to notice 
that John Brown, as he waded the river, cut a "queer figure, 
in a broad straw hat and a white linen duster, his old coat-
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tails floating outspread upon the water and a revolver held 
high in each hand, over his head." Jason Brown, too, re
members the generalissimo's linen duster; he, like his father, 
got safely across. The fourteen-year-old soldier, Spencer K. 
Brown, fell into the enemy's hands, as did Robert Reynolds, 
H. K. Thomas and Charles Kaiser. The latter, a veteran of 
a European revolution, fought to the last on the edge of 
the river before yielding to a relentless enemy. William B. 
Fuller, a settler, was captured before the fight began, and 
J98eph H. Morey later in the day. 

In later years, General Reid insisted that there was no battle 
atOsawatomie,-umerelythedrivingoutof a flock of quail."" 
But after the quail had crossed the river, there was still mis
chi~f for Reid to do. He fired a round or two at the block
house before all of Brown's men were out of range and hearing, 
and then, when there was no reply, his Ruffians began the 
work of reducing Osawatomie to ashes. This was done despite 
General Reid's protest. If he had held his men bravely to 
their work in the hour's fighting with Brown, he was unequal 
now to saving the twenty-five to thirty houses and stores, 
that were plundered and then burned. O. C. Brown's safe was 
robbed of one hundred and twenty-five dollars, after which 
the torch was applied to his house. Three bags full of mail, 
which the warning mail-carrier, John Yelton, had brought, 
were cut open and their contents examined and flung to the 
winds. The horses and cattle at hand were gathered up and 
carried off, including Cline's booty from South Middle Creek. 
The saw-mill of the Emigrant Aid Society was not harmed, 
because, it is said, a single man, Freeman Austin, opened such 
a brisk fire on the Border Ruffians as they approached, that 
they retired in haste. 

By ten o'clock of that evening, General Reid's command 
was back at the Bull Creek camp. On the next day he made 
the following official report of his enterprise: 

CAIIP BULL CUEIt, Aug. 31. 

GENTLEMEN:-Imoved with 250 men on the Abolition fort and 
town of Osawattomie - the headquarters of Old Brown - on night 
before last; marched 40 miles and attacked the town without dis
mounting the men about sunrise on yesterday. We had a brisk 
fight for an hour or more and had five men wounded - none dan-
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gerously - Capt. Boice, William Gordon and three others. We 
killed about thirty of them, among the number, certain, a son of 
Old Brown, and almost certain Brown himself; destroyed all their 
ammunition and provisions, and the boys would burn the town to 
the ground. 1 could not help it. 

We must be supported by our friends. We still want more men 
and ammunition, ammunition of all sorts. Powder, muskets, balls 
and caps is the constant cry. 

I write in great haste, as I have been in saddle, rode 100 miles, 
and fought a battle without rest. 

Your friend, 
REID." 

A joint letter of Congrave Jackson and G. B. M. Maughas, 
.. Capt. of Company B," dated at Bull Creek, September I, 
gives another pro-slavery view of the fight: 

ClThe enemy commenced firing on us at half a mile, which is point 
blank range for Sharp's Rifles. They had taken cover under a thick 
growth of underwood and numbered about ISO. We charged upon 
them, having to march 800 yards across an open prairie, against 
an unseen foe, through a hail-storm of rifle bullets. This was done 
with a coolness and ability unsurpassed. until we got within 50 yards 
of them when we commenced a galling fire, which together with some 
telling rounds of grape from our cannon, soon drove them from 
their hiding place with a loss of some 20 or 30 men killed. We had 
lost not a single man, and had only five or six wounded. tt. 

The report of the death of John Brown persisted for only 
a few days. That it was believed, or hoped for, in St. Louis a 
week later, appears from the following editorial in the St. 
Louis Morning Herald of September 6, 1856, which declared 
that because of Pottawatomie, .. by far the most atrocious 
and inexcusable outrage yet perpetrated in that distracted 
Territory, ••• his death and the destruction of his family 
would, for that reason, be less a matter of regret even with 
men of the humanest feeling." 

Brown made no attempt to rally his force after it was driven 
across the Marais des Cygnes. It was too scattered to make 
that possible. Indeed, Bondi, Benjamin and Hawes set off 
at once for Lawrence, and so, by himself, did Holmes. John 
Brown and Jason spent a good part of the day searching for 
a ford above the town by which they might cross to the Adair 
house. But before they set out to reach their relatives and 
find the dead body of their son and brother, Frederick, they 
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stood on the bank above the river and watched the smoke 
and flames of burning Osawatomie. "God sees it," said John 
Brown, according to Jason, as he watched this spectacle, the 
tears rolling down his face. U I have only a short time to live 
- only one death to die, and I will die fighting for this cause. 
There will be no more peace in this land until slavery is done 
for. I will give them something else to do than to extend slave 
territory. I will carry the war into Africa." 

If the Border Ruffians were at sea in their estimate of the 
loss of life they had inflicted, John Brown was still further 
from the mark in his report of General Reid's casualties. 
This appears from his letter of September 7 to his family: 

LAWRENCB K T 7th Sept 1856 

. DEAR WIFE & CHILDREN EVERY ONE I have one moment to 
write to you to say that I am yet alive that Jason, & family were well 
yesterday John; & family I hear are well; he being yet a prisoner. 
On the morning of the 30th Aug an attack was made by the ruffians 
on Osawatomie numbering some 400 by whose scouts our dear 
Fredk was shot dead without warning he supposing them to be 
Free State men as near as we can learn. One other man a Cousin 
of Mr. Adair was murdered by them about the same time that 
Fredk was killed & one badly wounded at the same time. At this 
time I was about 3 miles off where I had some 14 or 15 men over 
night that I had just enlisted to serve under me as regulars. These 
I collected as well as I could with some 12 or 15 more & in about 
t of an Hour attacked them from a wood with thick undergrowth. 
with this force we threw them into confusion for about 15 or 20 
minuets during which time we killed & wounded from 70 to 80 of 
the enemy as they say & then we escaped as well as we could with 
one killed while escaping; Two or Three wounded; & as many more 
missing. Four or Five Free-State men were butchered during the 
day in all. Jason fought bravely by my side during the fight & 
escaped with me he being unhurt. I was struck by a partly spent 

. Grape, Canister, or Rifle shot which bruised me some, but did not 
injure me seriously. "Hitherto the Lord hath helped me" notwith
standing my afflictions. Things seem rather quiet just now; but 
what another Hour will bring I cannot say. I have seen Three or 
Four letters from Ruth & one from Watson, of July or Aug which 
are all I have seen since in June. I was very glad to hear once 
more from you & hope that you will continue to write to some of 
the friends so that I may hear from you. I am utterly unable to 
write you for most of the time. May the God of our fathers bless 
& save you all 

Your Affectionate Husband & Father, 
JOHN BROWN. 
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MONDAY IIOJUlDl'G, 8th Sept. 56 

Jason has just come in Left all well as usual. Johns trial is to 
come off or commence today. Yours ever 

JOHN BROWN.-

Subsequently, John Brown thus summarized the results of 
the fight for Lydia Maria Child: 

Border Ruffian force at Osawatomie Aug. 30th 400 men. 
Free State force 30 men. 
Ruffians (as by their private account 31 or 32) killed, & from 

45 to 50 wounded. 
Loss of Free State men in the fight one killed & 2 wounded Free 

Statemen murdered Four; & one left for dead with twenty shot & 
bullet holes. One proslavery man murdered by themselves. 

Your friend 
JOHN BROWN.'7 

The pro-slavery. man reported murdered was named Wil
liam Williams, said to have been a "Free State Missourian," 
whom neither party claimed; his name is not on the Osawato
mie monument. He was killed in the town before the Border 
Ruffians left. As to the loss of the latter, there is no evidence 
to show in contemporary accounts or newspapers that it was 
as heavy as Brown himself thought. He prepared for the 
press, on the same day that he wrote the above letter, a more 
elaborate story of the battle, which in no wise differed from 
the letter in any of its facts. It is a concise and excellently 
written narrative, one of the best products of his pen. In it he 
thus explains his plan in taking his men into the timber: 

.. As I had no means of learning correctly the force of the enemy, 
I placed twelve of the recruits in a log-house hoping we might be 
able to defend the town. I then gathered some fifteen more men 
together, whom we armed with guns, and we started in the direction 
of the enemy. After going a few rods we could see them approach
ing the town in line of battle, about half a mile off, upon a hill west 
of the village. I then gave up all idea of doing more than to annoy, 
from the timber near the town, into which we were all retreated, 
and which was filled with a thick growth of underbrush; but I had 
no time to recall the twelve men in the log-house, and so lost their 
assistance in the fight. At the point above named I met with Cap
tain Cline, a very active young man, who had with him some twelve 
or fifteen mounted men, and persuaded him to go with us into the 
timber, on the southern shore of the Osage, or Marais des Cygnes, 
a little to the northwest from the village. "II 
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It would seem from the above that John Brown was not 
aware that the men from the block-house joined his line. Yet 
he must have known that Parsons and Austin joined him. 
This confusion may account for his underestimate of the men 
who, from their own narratives and those of others, are known 
to have fought with him in the timber. As for the prisoners. 
Charles Kaiser met the same cruel fate as did Dow, Major 
Hoyt, Hoppe and the long list of those murdered in cold blood 
by the Border Ruffians. Two days after his capture, on Sep
tember I, after the army of Atchison had retreated to Cedar 
Creek, he was taken out and shot to death, - first having 
been told, it is said, to run for his life. This cowardly murder 
is assigned by one of the prisoners as a reason why the Border 
Ruffian force, the command of which was resigned by Gen
eral Atchison to General Reid on the same day, began to melt 
away.1t Spencer Kellogg Brown. the boy prisoner, was set 
free by the Border Ruffians, only to die, if anything, more 
tragically than Kaiser. After having been a useful Federal 
spy. he was caught by the Confederates and hanged in Rich
mond on September 25, 1863, when but twenty-one years 
old.- The other four prisoners were sent down the Missouri 
River on the Polar Star, under pain of death if they re
turned to Kansas. At St. Louis they were permitted to go 
their way. 

The news of Brown's defeat and the burning of Osawato
mie intensified an altogether critical situation in Kansas. The 
acting Governor, Woodson, was openly pro-slavery; it was 
his proclamation of August 25, declaring Kansas to be "in 
a state of open insurrection and rebellion, n and calling on all 
good citizens to put down the "large bodies of armed men, 
many of whom have just arrived from the States, n which gave 
Atchison and Reid's army the excuse to masquerade once 
more as Kansas militia, or assistants to the legally constituted 
authorities. That they were a large body of armed men, all of 
whom had just arrived from another State, did not in the least 
excite Mr. Woodson's distrust. Three days after the battle of 
Osawatomie, on September 5, he even went so far as to order 
Lieut.-Col. Cooke, of the United States Dragoons, to proceed 
at once to Topeka, to invest the town and disarm and arrest 
"all the insurrectionists or aggressive invaders against the 
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organized government" to be found at or near Topeka, and to 
retain them as prisoners. He was especially ordered to level 
all their breastworks, forts or fortifications, to the ground, and 
to intercept all armed persons coming over .. Lane's trail" 
from the Nebraska line to Topeka.1I Naturally, Lieut.-Col. 
Cooke declined to obey so extraordinary and partisan an 
order, for which decision he was subsequently highly com
mended by the Secretary of War. Jefferson Davis, however, 
was so greatly . wrought up over the situation in the Terri
tory on September 3, that "the position of the insurgents" 
seemed to him .. open rebellion against the laws and consti~ 
tutional authorities, with such manifestation of a purpose to 
spread devastation over the land, as no longer justifies fur ... 
ther hesitation or indulgence." In thus expressing himself to 
General Smith, he added that" patriotism and humanity alike 
require that rebellion should be promptly crushed .... " To 
this end, General Smith was notified that the President had 
ordered the organization of the Kansas militia; that the gen
eral was to ask for as much of this force as he needed for the 
work of pacification, and, if he could not get sufficient aid 
from this source, he was authorized to call upon the Govern .. 
ors of Kentucky and Illinois for the two regiments of foot 
militia requisitioned that same day by President Pierce from 
each State, in accordance with his constitutional rights.1I An 
excellent regiment of regular infantry, the Sixth, had already 
been sent to the Territory as a reinforcement to the First Cav
alry and Second Dragoons. As it turned out, the Territory 
could raise only a few companies of bona fide militia for Gen
eral Smith, but a sudden change in events made it unneces
sary for him to ask for more troops, or to call on the Illinois 
and Kentucky executives. 

General Smith himself, in explaining, under date of Sep
tember 10, to the War Department how it was that Osa
watomie was sacked when there were regulars in the vicinity, 
reported that Brown had had thirteen men killed, and bluntly 
added, "though there is nothing to regret as to those who 
suffered, yet the act was a grossly unlawful act, and deprives 
those who took part in it of all consideration for the future." 
Their consideration in the near future was already the prob
lem of Lieut.-Col. Cooke; for Reid's force, after retiring 
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to Missouri, was again being recruited for a fresh and final 
attack on Lawrence. Meanwhile, the Free State men were 
Cooke's immediate care. Lane, still pretending to be II Joe 
Cook," had made a weak effort to pursue Reid, but had fallen 
back just as he arrived within striking distance. Then, on 
learning that Marshal Donaldson and two deputies, supported 
by bands of bogus militia, were raiding Free State homes 
with warrants for the owners, and burning their houses if 
the owners were absent, Lane and Colonel Harvey decided 
to march upon Lecompton, make an armed demonstration, 
and demand the release of the newest prisoners and of those 
who had been arrested in August for complicity in the raid on 
Franklin. 

After some marching and counter-marching, a force from 
Lawrence under Lane - who had concealed himself in the 
ranks - and Captain Samuel Walker arrived at Lecompton 
on September 5. late in the afternoon. Lieut.-Col. Cooke 
instantly ordered out his regiment, took up a position be
tween Walker's men and the town, and notified Walker that 
he could fight that day only with United States troops." For 
this privilege the Free State men were not thirsting; but, with 
the aid of the veteran dragoon colonel, they accomplished the 
release of the prisoners. Woodson had already decided to let 
them go, but his order, not yet executed, was now put into 
force. As the Missouri militia had been dismissed by Wood
son that morning and had almost all left, Lieut.-Col. Cooke 
greatly regretted the appearance of Lane's men; he assured 
them that "everything was going in their favor, and that it 
apparently would be so if they would refrain entirely from 
reprisals, or any outrages, return to their occupations, and 
show moderation." .. 

This good advice the Free State men refused to take. On 
returning to Lawrence, they found it full of refugees from 
Leavenworth, where William Phillips, the Free State lawyer 
who was tarred and feathered in May, 1855, had been deliber
ately murdered on September 2, as a result of the election for 
mayor. From elsewhere in the Territory the law-abiding and 
the lawless were also moving into Lawrence, and to all of them 
the refugees from Leavenworth, with their stories of the shoot
ing of Phillips in his own house, of murders and other out-
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rages along the roads, and the driving out of hundreds of 
defenceless women and children, made a strong appeal. At a 
council of waron September 7, Lane, Harvey and other officers 
and men of the Free State forces decided to march on Leaven
worth. This council was interrupted by the cheering on the 
streets with which John Brown's arrival in Lawrence was 
greeted. Henry Reisner, of Topeka, an eye-witness, remembers 
distinctly Brown's impassive demeanor and his bent figure 
on his gray horse, with his gun across the saddle before 
him. The uproar of cheering was, he says, U as great as if the 
President had come to town, but John Brown seemed not 
to hear it and paid not the slightest attention." n Brown 
brought with him his sick adherent, Luke F. Parsons, and 
was followed the next day by his son Jason. When asked 
where he had been since his retreat under Reid's fire across 
the Marais des Cygnes at Osawatomie, he related that he had 
encamped on the Hauser farm, two and a half miles from Osa
watomie, for about a week, at first attempting to fortify it. 
But the lack of men and the illness of Parsons and others 
prevented." 

From there JasOn Brown and his father both went to their 
friend Ottawa Jones, on Ottawa Creek, where they saw the 
ruins of his home. Jones, who was an educated Indian, with 
a New England woman for his wife, had befriended and 
helped to feed John Brown and his party while they were 
in the brush before and after Black Jack. No other charge 
could have been brought against him than friendliness for 
Free State people; but a part of Atchison's army, guided by 
Henry Sherman,· not only destroyed the house the evening 
of the battle at Osawatomie, but robbed Mrs. Jones of every
thing valuable. Not content with that, they partially cut 
the throat of a helpless man, Nathaniel Parker, who was ill 
in an upstairs room, and threw him over the bank of the 
creek. 

It is easy to imagine John Brown's indignation at this out
rage; but there was nothing to be accomplished now south of 
Lawrence, and so, placing Parsons in a wagon, he had driven 

• "Henry Sherman led the mob that burnt Ottawa Jones's house last summer 
and tried to kill Jones." - Rev. S. L. Adair to Mr. and Mrs. S. C. Davis, Osa. 
watomie, March 4. 1857. -Original in possession of Mrs. S. C. Davis. 
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with him to Lawrence. After Brown's arrival, the Sunday 
morning council reassembled and decided on the movement 
against Leavenworth. Most of the men thereupon offered the 
command to John Brown,- a responsibility he declined out 
of deference to the other leaders; and it was then entrusted 
to Colonel James A. Harvey. With two companies, Harvey 
marched on Easton and Alexandria, in Leavenworth County, 
helped himself to pro-slavery provisions in the now approved 
fashion, and then captured a small company of pro-slavery 
men on Slough Creek, near what is now Oskaloosa. John 
Brown did not accompany the command, which never reached 
Leavenworth; it was recalled by a message from Lane, advis
ing the abandonment of the object because of the arrival of 
the new Governor, John W. Geary. Almost simultaneously 
with Harvey's movements, Charles Whipple, better known as 
Aaron D. Stevens, raided Osawkee, a pro-slavery settlement, 
taking eighty horses and nearly as many arms. Stevens was 
now colonel of the "Second Regiment Kansas Volunteers." 
"We in Kansas," he wrote to his brother about this time, 
"have struggled against every species of oppression that the 
wickedness of man invented or the power of the Devil ever 
enforced."17 Carrying off eighty pro-slavery horses was in his 
eyes no wrong; theUnited States marshal, Donaldson, thought 
differently, and seven days after the raid, on September 17, 
he arrested twelve of Whipple's men." Four of them, includ
ing John H. Kagi, who met his end at Harper's Ferry under 
Brown, were committed by Judge Cato for highway robbery, 
- an action they doubtless described as another Border Ruf
fian outrage. "What in thunder," wrote Charles F. Gilman, 
a Council Grove, Kansas, leader, on hearing of some of these 
Free State raids, "is Missouri doing; is she going to let these 
miserable, thieving, lying Nigger-Stealers and horsewhipping 
scamps take this fine Territory without striking a blow for its 
deliverance?" It 

September 10 witnessed the reunion of John Brown with 
his long imprisoned son and namesake, the political prisoners 
being then freed. John Brown, Jr., who had never even been 
indicted, was released on one thousand dollars bail, and hurried 
at once to Lawrence. "This evening," wrote the correspondent 
of the New York Times, "large numbers assembled in front 
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of General Lane's headquarters, where they were addressed 
by Judge Smith, the Rev. Dr. Nute, E. B. Whitman, Gov
ernor Robinson, General Lane and John Brown. The meet
ing was one of the most enthusiastic and heart-cheering of 
any that has ever been held in Kansas." 70 John Brown, Jr., 
brought his chains, worn bright by long use, with him; they 
were subsequently forwarded to Henry Ward Beecher as a 
souvenir of Bleeding Kansas. But a better era than the Ter
ritory had yet known was now ushered in with the arrival of 
John W. Geary, the new Governor. He reached Lecompton 
from Leavenworth at about the same time that the Lawrence 
jubilation over the release of the prisoners was at an end. The 
next day he issued a reassuring address to the people, and 
two excellent proclamations, which, like his first report of 
September 9 to Secretary Marcy, show how clearly he grasped 
the actual situation.71 In his address he urged that Kansas 
begin anew; that the past be buried in oblivion. 

"Men of the North - men of the South - of the East and of the 
West in Kansas - you, and you alone," he said, .. have the remedies 
in your own hands. Will you not suspend fratricidal strife? Will 
you not cease to regard each other as enemies, and look upon one 
another as the children of a common mother, and come and reason 
together? " 

The blame for the situation he placed upon U men outside 
of the Territory, who .•. have endeavored to stir up in
ternal strife, and to array brother against brother." In his 
first proclamation he ordered the complete disbandment of 
the pro-slavery militia; in the other he ordered the forma
tion of a new body, which he intended should be composed 
of bona fide settlers, and be mustered by his order into the 
service of the United States. His policy was, first of all, to 
stop all lawlessness and guerrilla warfare, and in this he was 
soon successful. He was as bitter against the pro-slavery 
murderers of Leavenworth as against the Abolition ma
rauders of the Whipple type, and became, as time went on, 
more and more favorable to the Free State side, with the 
result that he finally resigned office for the reason that the 
Buchanan administration, alienated by his friendliness to the 
Northern side, withdrew from him its support. 
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One of the immediate blessings of Governor Geary's arrival 
was the prompt disappearance from the scene of General 
Lane. He left for Nebraska at once, with a small band, 
stopping on the way, however, to attack some pro-slavery 
raiders. Finding them well barricaded in log-cabins at 
Hickory Lane sent back to reinforcements, 
Whipple fifty men responded, arrival, Lane 
wanted Bickerton's cannon to Lawrence 
them. just in from Creek, and about 
two hundred responded, and Hickory Point 
on Sunday morning, September 14. Meanwhile, General 
Lane abandoned the siege on hearing of Governor Geary's 
proclamations. As Harvey's men came straight across coun
try, contrary to orders, they missed both Lane and Whipple. 
Nevertheless, they at once attacked the pro-slavery force, 
and after several hours of fighting captured it, killing one 
and and having five on their side, n 
Both sides agreed to plunder, and 
then Harvey's at hand in 
person T. J. Wood referred to, 
appeared on the scene that night with two troops of the First 
Cavalry and a deputy marshal, with whom he had been search
ing for Whipple's band. Harvey escaped, but Captain Wood 
returned to Lecompton with one hundred and one prisoners 
and such of their arms as he could find, including the cannon. 
The prisoners shown no favors, kept in confine-
ment for and, after genuine hardships, 
were tried October term. majority were acquit-
ted; a labor, wi th ball and 
chain, for periods With the men 
of Whipple's and others, there now one hundred 
and eighteen Free State men awaiting trial at one time,
quite enough to serve as a vigorous deterrent to the other 
Free Soilers. John Brown might easily have shared their fate. 
Those sentenced did not, however, remain in jail long; they 
had all escaped or been pardoned by the following March. But 
Captain Wood's haul was a to Free State 
lawlessness. 

Governor 
her 13. 
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forces were threatening the town, he routed out Lieut.-Col. 
Cooke's troops in the early moming of September 13.71 Four 
hundred soldiers left at 2.20 A. K., the governor going with 
them, and they arrived at Lawrence at sunrise to find every
thing quiet. Three hundred Missourians had, however, been 
seen the day before, and Governor Geary had received a 
communication from General Heiskell, announcing that in 
response to acting Governor Woodson he was on Mission 
Creek with eight hundred men, .. ready for duty and impa
tient to act." Governor Geary found between two and three 
hundred men in Lawrence and, being well received, addressed 
them earnestly and then conversed at length with Governor 
Robinson and other leaders, upon whom he made a favora
ble impression. John Brown was not at these gatherings. By 
nine o'clock the Governor and the troops left on their return 
to Lecompton, the citizens giving three hearty cheers for 
Governor Geary and Lieut.-Col. Cooke as they rode away. 
The very next evening, on September 14, Geary again ordered 
all of Lieut.-Col. Cooke's troops to Lawrence in hot haste, 
to prevent an impending collision." They left at once under 
Lieut.-Col. Joseph E. Johnston, First Cavalry, later the 
distinguished Confederate general. The next morning Lieut.
Col. Cooke and Governor Geary followed. This time it had 
been no cry of wolf. Atchison, Reid, Heiskell, Stringfellow, 
Whitfield and the other Missouri leaders had arrived at 
Franklin, determined on a final attempt to conquer Kansas by 
force of arms. They had with them no less than twenty-seven 
hundred men, some of them completely uniformed and well 
equipped. Besides infantry and cavalry there was a six
pounder battery, - in all a remarkably strong force. I ts ad
vance guard had come in sight of the men on guard at Law
rence on the afternoon of the 14th, and after an hour's 
shooting at long range, the Missourians had retired on Frank
lin. Naturally, the people of Lawrence were in great alarm; 
few were able to sleep that night, remembering as they did 
Atchison's last visit to their town. There was, therefore, 
general rejoicing when, on the next morning, Lieut.-Col. 
Johnston's troops were found to be encamped on Mount 
Oread, the hill overlooking Lawrence, where they had ar
rived during the night. 
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The town of Lawrence was at this time a strange mixture 
of "stone houses, log cabins, frame buildings, shake shanties 
and other nondescript erections," so wrote Colonel Richard 
J. Hinton in his journal on September 3.71 He added: 

"Lawrence presents a sad picture of the evils this partizan war
fare is bringing over us. Buildings half finished or deserted are now 
occupied as quarters for the small army of devoted men who are 
fighting the battle of Freedom. Trade 1S at a standstill. Work is 
not thought of, and the street is full of the eager, anxious citizens 
who cluster eagerly around every new-comer, drinking in greedily 
the news, which generally is exaggerated by the fears or imagination 
of those who tell it. To a stranger, it seems a wild confusion, and 
however much they may desire, the incidents come in so fast that 
it is morally impossible to form a just estimate of the true condition 
of things." 

The defenders of this straggling town had erected some for
tifications, of which they were very proud, a stone "fort" of 
the remains of the Free State Hotel, and four earthworks 
which excited the risibles of Lieut.-Col. Cooke and his officers, 
- II ridiculous attempts at defences," Cooke officially called 
them, IIwhich I could ride over." But the day before Lieut.
Col. Johnston's arrival, these amateur fortifications were 
filled with very earnest Free Soil men, ready to defend Law
rence at any cost. In the absence of Lane, the command was as 
much in the hands of Major J. B. Abbott and Captain Joseph 
Cracklin, of the "Stubbs," as of anyone else. Some partisans 
of John Brown have attempted to prove that he was in com
mand, but the evidence is conclusive that he declined Major 
Abbott's offer of the command of a company, and then, at his 
request, went from one of the II forts" to another, encouraging 
the men, urging them to fire low, and giving them such mili
tary information as was his, everywhere, according to Major 
Abbott, with excellent results." Other men who were in the 
,forts that day, when Captain Cracklin and his "Stubbs" 
returned the long range fire of the Border Ruffians, have tes
tified to the value of Brown's presence, and the inspiration he 
pvethem. To a group·of citizens.in the main street he made 
the following addre8$, standing on a dry-goods box: 

-" Gentlemen -I t is said there are twenty-five hundred Mis
sourians down at Franklin, and that they will be here in two hours. 
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You can see for yourselves the smoke they are making by setting 
fire to the houses in that town. This is probably the last opportu
nity you will have of seeing a fight, so that you had better do your 
best. If they should come up and attack us, don't yell and make 
a great noise, but remain perfectly silent and still. Wait till they 
get within twenty-five yards of you, get a good object, be sure you 
see the hind sight of your gun, then fire. A great deal of powder 
and lead and very precious time is wasted by shooting too high. 
You had better aim at their legs than at their heads. In either case, 
be sure of the hind sight of your gun. It is for this reason that I 
myself have so many times escaped, for, if all the bullets which have 
ever been aimed at me had hit me I would have been as full of holes 
~ a riddle." 77 

Fortunately for all concerned, the worth of the forts and the 
mettle of their defenders were never tested. The aggressive 
and active Governor rode into town with Lieut.-Col. Cooke 
at ten on the morning of the 15th. They found that Lieut.
Col. Johnston had distributed his men in strong positions 
on the outskirts of the town. Scarcely stopping to confer 
with that officer, Cooke and Geary pushed right on to meet 
a Missourian mounted company then in plain sight., not 
two miles away. This company at once constituted itself a 
guard of honor for the colonel and the Governor. At Franklin 
the pro-slavery generals and chief officers were called together 
in a large room "and very ably and effectively addressed by 
Governor Geary" - so Cooke reported. After some inflamma
tory speeches from the other side, the veteran dragoon himself 
addressed the assembly, urging them, 

"as an old resident of Kansas and friend to the Missourians to sub
mit to the patriotic demand that they should return, assuring them 
of my perfect confidence in the inflexible justice of the Govemor:.' 
and that it would become my painful duty to sustain him at th~ 
cannon's mouth. Authority prevailed, and the militia honorably 
submitted to march off, to be disbanded at their place of rendez
vous." 

It would have been well, however, if some of Cooke's men 
had supervised this withdrawal. He himself went back to 
Lawrence with the Governor and calmed the greatly excited 
town, while Governor Geary again addressed the princip~ 
men. They bivouacked wi~ the troops, . who slept under 
arms after two night marches with scant provisions. The nat 
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day, Cooke and the Governor returned to Lecompton, following 
the trail of the notorious Kickapoo Rangers. Some of these 
men had burned the saw-mill near Franklin, "lifted tt horses 
and cattle, and mortally wounded David C. Buffum, for refus-

. ing to give up the horse with which he was ploughing. Gov
ernor Geary insisted on Judge Cato's taking the dying man's 
deposition, and, to his credit be it said, made every effort, 
though with little success, to have the murderer punished, the 
pro-slavery judges giving no assistance." 

Thus ended the last organized Missourian invasion of 
Kansas, and for a time thereafter the Territory was at peace, 
particularly as Lieut.-Cols. Cooke and Johnston were active 
in capturing armed Free Soil men coming in from Iowa. They 
took prisoners on October 9, for instance, two hundred and 
twenty-three armed immigrants, headed by S. C. Pomeroy~ 
Colonel Eldredge and others.7' By November 12 the Gov
ernor of Kansas announced to General Smith, commanding 
the Department of the West, that peace prevailed throughout 
the Territory, for which fact Governor Geary deserves great 
credit. In consideration of these conditions and of the ap
proach of winter, all the regular troops, with the exception of 
two companies, returned to their regular stations.-

The disbandment of Atchison's army was a fatal blow to the 
hopes of the Missourians, and in the South generally it was 
now beginning to be understood that the battle for Kansas 
was rapidly being lost. Even before Atchison's disbandment, 
an intelligent South Carolinian, member of the Territorial 
militia, writing home in a moment of anger at the release of the 
Free State prisoners in the presence of Lane's and Harvey's 
men at Lecompton, blurted out the truth about the useless
ness of those Southerners remaining who had come merely to 
battle: 

"And why should we remain? We cannot fight. and of course 
cannot prevent our enemy from voting. The object of our mission 
will then, of course. be defeated, and we had as well return. Which
ever way the Kansas question be decided, 't is my opinion. and the 
opinion with all with whom I have conversed, that a dissolution 
of the Union will be effected by it. The Abolitionists themselves 
say they 'will have Kansas if it splits the Union into a thousand 
pieces. ' tt 11 
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Not even the abstention of the Free State men from the elec
tion of October 6 for delegate to Congress, for members of 
the Legislature, and on the question of a Constitutional con
vention, and the consequent election of Whitfield and other 

men, raised any hopes in the hearts of the 

rpl,pl'l~:p of his son 
rea,SOllS why John Brown aeC:lae:a 

of rest and 
carry on the war He had never ",""Oint" 

to be a settler, and there was nothing left to take him or his 
sons back to Osawatomie. Their cabins, such as they were, 
had been destroyed, and with them all their personal property, 
and the books of John Brown, Jr., upon which he placed a 
value of three hundred dollars. This son thought that to 

reason he must placid life 
Brown himself, from the nT'''''''!:>' 
chills and compelled to 

wrote to his however, that 
.I'l1.QJIl;,cLl:) if the continued.u With 

Iowa went his three sons, John, Jason and Owen, while his 
two daughters-in-law and their little sons took the river route, 
now open to Free Soil traffic of this kind. 

On departing from the Territory, Brown left the remainder 
of his Osawatomie "volunteer-regular" company under the 

James H. with instructions 
Africa." This did by raiding 

appropriating and arms 
property, which he was and properly 
and long pursued by the Missouri authorities.u 

By October 10, John Brown and his sons were safely at 
Tabor, after a very narrow escape from the vigilant Lieut.
Col. Cooke, who, reporting on October 7 from a "camp near 
Nebraska boundary," wrote: HI arrived here yesterday, at 
noon. I just missed the arrest of the notorious Osawatomie 

Brown. The night having ascertained 
had stopped night at a house . 

I sent a party found at 12 

" Evidently, Lieut.~CoJ. Cooke was 
Brown's Lawrence when 
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there;' nor did he know of the "outlaw's" other narrow, 'es
capes from capture. One of these incidents of the return from 
Kansas is thus related by Jason Brown: 

"We crossed the river at Topeka. We had a four-mule team, 
and a one-horse covered wagon. The mule team was full of arms 
and ammunition that father was taking out to Tabor. I cannot 
remember just now the name of the driver, but he was a man 
who was always faithful to us and had stuck to us right through. 
In the covered, one-horse team was a fugitive slave, covered over 
with hay, father, lying sick, Owen, John and I. Owen, John and I 
walked all we could to save the horse. At New Holton we came 
out on a high prairie and saw the U. S. troops - a large body
encamped on the stream below. When John and I saw that, we 
thought we had fallen into a trap. 'We'll go right down there,' said 
father. 'If we do,' said John, 'we'll be captured. I for one won't 
go.' 'I, for another, won't go,' said I. So father drove right on 
down, and camped jus, outside their pickets, that night. But before 
be got within two miles of that camp of troops, John and I left him; 
- it was dark - and walked about six or eight miles - I am not 
sure of the distance - around - and met father next morning, 
about sunrise on the Nebraska road. Owen, as always, stuck with 
father. For a time we and father travelled different roads and did 
110t meet. We finally got both wagons together at the ferry at 
Nebraska City and camped. Next morning we crossed the river, 
by rope ferry, into the southwest comer of Iowa. When we landed 
we let the contraband out from the hay, fixed him up the best we 
could, and travelled on to Tabor. There Owen stopped, and the 
negro there found work. John and I had the horse to go to Iowa 
City with. We rode and tied, to that point, where the railway 
began."" , 

Before leaving Lawrence, John Brown received two letters 
from Charles Robinson, both of them of special interest be
cause of the Governor's subsequent attacks upon Brown in the 
never-ending and extremely bitter controversy as to whether 
Brown or Lane or Robinson was the real saviour of Kansas: 

LAWRBNCB, Sept. 15, 1856. 

CAPT. JOHN BROWN: My DEAR Sm:-I take this opportunity 
to express to you my sincere gratification that the late report that 
y,ou were among the killed at the battle of Osawatomie is lDcorrect. 

Your course, so far as I have been informed, has been such as to 
merit the highest praise from every patriot, and I cheerfully accord 
to you my heartfelt thanks for your prompt, efficient and timely', 
action against the invaders of our rights and the murderers of our 
citizens. HistQry will give your name a proud place on her pages, 
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and posterity will pay homage to yOur heroism in the cause of God 
and Humanity. . 

Trusting that you will conclude to remain in Kansas and serve 
during the war the cause you have done so ~uch to sustain, and 
with earnest prayers for your health and protection from the shafts 
of Death that so thickly beset your path, I subscribe myself, 

Very respectfully 
Your Ob't Servant 

C. ROBINSON.'" 

The other letter, dated earlier, reads as follows: 

CAPT. BROWN 
DEAR SIR 

. LAWUNCB, Sept 13, '56 

Gov Geary has been here and talks fJery weU. He promises to 
protect us, etc., etc. There will be no attempt to arrest anyone fol' 
a few days, and I think no attempt to arrest you is contemplated 
by him. He talks of letting the past be forgotten so far as may be 
and of commencing anew. 

If convenient can you not come into town and see us. I will then 
tell you all that the Gov. said and talk of some other matters. 

Very respectfully 
C. ROBINSON· 

On the back of this note is a pencilled memorandum of 
John Brown, Jr., to his father, which includes among other 
advice these words: "Don't go into that secret military 
refugee plan talked of by Robinson, I beg of you." Over this 
letter and sentence there was a vitriolic controversy between 
John Brown, Jr., and Governor Robinson in 1883 and 1884, 
the former insisting that at the private meeting requested, the 
Governor asked Brown to undertake the kidnapping of the 
leading pro-slavery generals, and the doing away of others in 
Pottawatomie fashion, and that his father replied: U If you 
know of any job of that sort that needs to be done, I advise 
you to do it yourself."· No one else has publicly accused 
Governor Robinson of sinking quite to the depths of urging 
deliberate assassination, and it is needless to say that he in
dignantly denied the charge. Those who would decide where 
the truth lies must make up their minds which man's word 
was the weightier. 

Free from any other blood-stain, John Brown quitted the' 
ravaged Territory. If he had deliberately committed the 
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Pottawatomie murders in order to embroil Kansans and Mis
sourians, he had every reason to view with satisfaction the 
results of his bloody deed. The carnival of crime and the civil 
war inaugurated by the sacking of Lawrence and the midnight 
assassinations in the hitherto peaceful region of Osawatomie, 
had brought eastern Kansas to the lowest state of her for
tunes. Governor Geary accurately portrayed it in his farewell 
to the people of Kansas on March 12 of the next year: 

"I reached Kansas and entered upon the discharge of my official 
duties in the most gloomy hour of her history. Desolation and ruin 
reigned on every hand; homes and firesides were deserted; the smoke 
of burning dwellings darkened the atmosphere; women and chit
!iren, driven from their habitations, wandered over the prairies and 
among the woodland, or sought refuge and protection even among 
the Indian tribes; the highways were infested with numerous preda
tory bands, and the towns were fortified and garrisoned by armies 
of conflicting partisans, each excited almost to frenzy, and deter
mined upon mutual extermination. Such was, without exaggera
tion, the condition of the Territory at the period of my arrival."" 

Between November I, 1855, and December I, 1856, about 
two hundred people are known to have lost their lives in the 
anarchical conditions that prevailed, and the property loss in 
this period is officially set down at not less than two millions 
of dollars, one half of which was sustained by bona fide settlers, 
the larger portion falling on the Free State emigrants. II How
ever superior in character and intelligence and industry the 
latter indubitably were in the beginning, there was but little 
to choose between the Border Ruffians and the Kansas Ruf
fians in midsummer of 1856. The Whipples and Harveys and 
Browns plundered and robbed as freely on one side as did the 
Martin Whites, the Reids and the Tituses on the other, and 
there was not the sligh test difference in their methods. Both 
sides respected women; but in remorseless killing of individ
uals, the Border Ruffians were guilty of a savagery that would 
place them far below the scale of the Free Soil men, were it not 
for the massacre on the Pottawatomie. If the Eastern press 
discreetly refused to believe a single Free State outrage, or to 
portray raids like those on Franklin in their true colors, the 
'pro-slavery partisans met every charge with the allegation 
that it was an .. Abolition lie." In the eyes of New England,. 
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Reid's taking the lives of Free Soil men at Osawatomie was 
"butchery," while the extenninating of Border Ruffians was 
merely" killing," - as John Brown phrased these incidents in 
his story of that fight. Probably no one in the East in Octo
ber, 1856, realized the utter demoralization of the Free State 
men, or the violence and lawlessness of their methods. For this 
ignorance the excitement of the Presidential campaign, which 
resulted in Fremont's defeat, may have been in part respon
sible. To many of the radical Abolitionists in the East, the 
bloodshed in Kansas was a plain indication that slavery could 
hereafter be ended only by the bayonet." 

It is, of course, undeniable that the Border Ruffian outrages 
in Kansas enormously aroused the North on the slavery ques
tion and prepared the way for the tremendous outburst of 
excitement or anger over the Harper's Ferry raid. But it is 
idle to assert that Kansas would never have been free, had it 
not weltered in blood in 1856; if the Sharp's rifle policy had 
not been followed. Climate and soil fought in Kansas on the 
side of the Free State men. The Southerners themselves com
plained that their settlers who did reach Kansas were inocu
lated with the virus of liberty, became Free Soilers and often 
freed their slaves. II The familiar slave crops never could have 
been raised in Kansas with its bleak winters. Moreover, the 
South was never a colonizing section; the history of the set
tlement of our Western communities proves this, if the fate 
of Buford's band and its inability to settle down anywhere 
did not. The final failure of the slave-power to hold the great 
advantage it had in Kansas in 1855 was not due to fear of 
weapons, but to inability to place farmers and pioneers on the 
battle-ground. The wave of emigrants from the East was 
from the beginning certain to roll over the Kansas plains, even 
if it had not been expedited by the Emigrant Aid Societies, to 
whom due credit for hastening the turning of the tide must be 
given. 

Equally certain is it that no one man decided the fate of 
Kansas. In this narrative no effort has been made to estimate 
the relative values to Kansas of Eli Thayer, the founder of the 
Emigrant Aid movement, or of Charles Robinson, or of James 
H. Lane, or of Brown. I t would be an invidious undertaking; 
to enter into the bitter disputes of the partisan followers of 
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Robinson, Lane and Brown is a task which no historian 
would attempt unless compelled by his theme to do so. Their 
adulators have forgotten that properly to understand and esti
mate the forces brought into play in Kansas, one must fairly 
go back to the foundation of our government. The irrepressi
ble conflict between freedom and slavery would have gone on 
and come to a head had Kansas never been thrown open to 
settlement, and that Territory must have been free had there 
been no Lane and no Robinson and no John Brown. The 
great nation-stirring movement of which they were a part 
can best be likened to a glacier; for decades it moved imper
ceptibly; suddenly the people it overshadowed awoke to the 
fact that their very existence was threatened by this mon
strous mass of prejudice and wrong and crime. 

Of John Brown, as he left Kansas after just a year of 
activity, with the most important period of his service to the 
Territory behind him, it may truthfully be said that his deeds, 
good and evil, had appealed strongly to the imagination of 
all who read of him sympathetically. Like a relentless High
land chieftain of old, he appeared to personify indomitable, 
unswerving resistance to the forces of slavery. To those Free 
Soilers who believed in the argumentative methods of the Old 
Testament, his name was henceforth one to conjure with. 
Not in his methods, however, but in his uncompromising 
hostility to that human bondage for which he was ready to 
sacrifice his life, lies his undoubted claim to a place in the 
history of Kansas and of the Nation. 
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NEW FRIENDS FOR OLD VISIONS 

AT Tabor, Iowa, John Brown, weak and ill, met with a hearty 
reception at the hands of that colony of Ohioans. Under the 
leadership of George B. Gaston, for four years a missionary 
among the Pawnee Indians, and the Rev. John Todd, there 
had been founded at Tabor, in 1848, a community which was 
intended to be another Oberlin. 1 Most of its settlers came 
from that earnestly religious and bravely anti-slavery town. 
They were steeped in its Abolition views and in sympathy 
with its protests against hyper-Calvinism, -in short, brought 
with them the Oberlin devotion to truth and liberty. It was 
the most congenial soil upon which John Brown had set foot 
since his departure from Ohio. Here all men and women 
thought his own thoughts and spoke his own words. Though 
it was then but a straggling prairie town of twenty-five houses, 
with little of the present beauty of its wide and richly shaded 
streets, Tabor was ever an attractive haven for John Brown 
and his sons. On the overland route into Kansas, it was far 
enough from the Territory to be free from disorder, and the 
arriving and departing emigrant trains gave it an especial 
interest and kept it in touch with the storm-centre of the 
nation. News from Kansas came regularly, while the scattered 
pro-slavery sympathizers in the neighborhood, who acted as 
spies for the Missourians, or those who passed through en 
route to the Territory, added zest to the town's life, particu
larly when the Southern visitors were in search of the slaves 
who passed on to safety and freedom by the underground 
route. This long counted Tabor one of its important far West
ern stations. 

Mrs. Gaston has. left the following account of conditions 
in Tabor during the time of John Brown's visit: 

"That summer and autumn our houses, before too full, were 
much overfilled, and our comforts shared with those passing to and 
from Kansas to secure it to Freedom. When houses would hold no 
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more, woodsheds were temporized for bedrooms, where the sick 
and dying were cared for. Barns also were fixed for sleeping rooms. 
Every place where a bed could be put or a blanket thrown down 
was at once so occupied. There were comers and goers all times of 
day or night - meals at all hours -many free hotels, perhaps en
tertaining angels unawares. After battles they were here for rest 
- before for General stayed three weeks 
secretly reported abroad was back in .... 'WI .. '"'''''' 

for recruits supplies, which came consisting of all 
of Sharps rifies, powder cannon packed 
corn made through the and ammunition 
all kinds and kitchen etc., etc. Our 
contained barrels powder and boxes of Often our chairs, 
tables, beds and such places were covered with what weapons every 
one carried about him, so that if one needed and got time to rest a 
little in the day time, we had to remove the Kansas furniture, or 
rest with loaded revolvers, cartridge boxes and bowie knives piled 
around them, and boxes of swords under the bed." 3 

Hrl1lU1n stayed 
he stored 

he chose as headquarters of 
1"<1 ......... "volunteer-regulars for whom he 

(unds in the amoun t of twenty 
thousand dollars, and here actual training for war-service 
against the forces of slavery was soon to begin. For this was 
the plan which John Brown's brain had now formulated. The 
peace of Geary he did not value; indeed, he unjustly de
nounced the Governor at this period as having been unpardon-
ably slow Lawrence Federal troops, 
that town menaced by Atchison Reid. He wanted 
secret that would it might hl>1~llIre",," 
periods but be ready pistol and sword 
come together repel invasion, undertake a coun-
ter-invasion. If he rightly judged that hostilities between the 
two contending parties in Kansas were not yet over, he over
estimated the likelihood of a fresh outbreak when the spring 
should come again. By then he hoped to return to Kansas 
with plenty of arms and ammunition, and recruit the men he 
wanted, 

After 
over the 
Springdale, 

stay for recuperatlo:n, 
route to Chicago 

there about 

Brown set 
of Iowa City 

23d of October 
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with his sons, Jason and John Brown, Jr., who had preceded 
him from Tabor. The father reported at once at the offices of 
the National Kansas Committee, where his presence aroused 
great interest. He was soon asked to accompany the train 
of "freight" for the Free State cause then being conducted 
through Iowa to Kansas by Dr. J. P. Root, in order to advise 
that leader. 

"Capt. Brown," wrote General J. D. Webster to Dr. Root 
on October 25, "says the immediate introduction of the sup
plies is not of much consequence compared to the danger of 
losing them." On the next day, Horace White, then assistant 
secretary of the National Kansas Committee, later editor of 
the Chicago Tribune and New York Evening Post, wrote to 
him this note:' 

OPna NAnONAL KANSAS COIOUTrBB, 

CHICAGO, Oct. 26, 1856. 

CAPTAIN BROWN, - We expect Mr. Amy, our General Agent 
just from Kansas to be in tomorrow morning. He has been in the 
territory particularly to ascertain the condition of certain affairs 
for our information. I know he will very much regret not having 
seen you. If it is not absolutely essential for you to go on tonight, 
I would recommend you to wait & see him. I shall confer with 
Col. Dickey on this point. 

Rev. Theodore Parker of BostOn is at the Briggs House, & wishes 
very much to see you. 

Yours truly, 
HORACE WHITE, Assist. Sec., etc. 

If you wish one or two of those rifles, please call at our office 
between 3 & 5 this afternoon, or between 7 & 8 this evening. 

W. 

I t is the testimony of Salmon Brown that his father did 
tum back and r.eturn. to Tabor in the wake of the Root train. 
This had a special interest for him, because with it went .his 
two sons Salmon and Watson, who had received, when digging 
potatoes at North Elba, the news of the battle of Osawatomie, 
and of a speech by Martin White boasting of his having killed 
Frederick Brown. The next morning they were on their way 
back to Kansas for the avowed purpose of killing White, 
Salmon going to the Territory for the second time, Watson 
for the first.' Assisted by Gerrit Smith, Frederick Douglass 
and other friends (to whom naturally they did not reveal their 
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exact errand), they reached Chicago, where Mr. White gave 
them each a Sharp's rifle, and then joined Dr. Root's party. 
With it they unwittingly passed their father in Iowa, as he 
was bound to Chicago. At St. Charles, Iowa, Watson wrote on 
October 30 to North Elba that the train travelled very slowly, 
and that he had heard a report that his father had gone East.' 
John Brown, on learning in Chicago of their whereabouts, at 
once communicated with his son Owen, who had remained at 
Tabor, urging him to stop the younger sons there until he could 
arrive. Owen delivered the message, and Watson awaited his 
father's arrival, Salmon pushing on to carry out his plan. 
When he reached Topeka, he heard and credited a false story 
of Martin White's death, and returned to his Uncle Jeremiah 
Brown's at Hudson, Ohio, by the aid of a cavalry horse bought 
from the hanger-on of a camp of the natural enemies of the 
Brown family,-some regular cavalry,-without, however, 
a perfect title to the mount. 

At Tabor, Dr. Root's train deposited its arms and gave up 
the attempt to enter Kansas. Curiously enough, there were 
in its wagons the two hundred rifles which John Brown and 
his men subsequently took to Harper's Ferry. The Rev. John 
Todd's cellar was filled with boxes of clothing, ammunition, 
these two hundred rifles, sabres and a brass cannon, for the 
whole of that winter of 1856-57. With his son Watson, John 
Brown soon left Tabor. They "rode and tied across Iowa on 
a big mule and got to Ohio two weeks after I did," writes 
Salmon Brown, whose cavalry steed had carried him eastward 
in phenomenally short time. John Brown stopped again in 
Chicago, early in December, arriving in Ohio after an absence 
of over fifteen months.· He was not content, however, to ·lin
ger with his relatives in Hudson; he pushed.on to Albany, 
Rochester and Peterboro. 

• It was probably at this time that John Brown, visiting his half-lister, Mrs. 
S. C. Davis, in Grafton, Ohio, made a characteristic reply to Mrs. Davis's q~ 
tion: "John, is n't it dreadful that Frlmont should have been defeated and such 
a man as Buchanan put into office!" 

"Well, truly," answered Brown,"u I look at it now, I see that it was the right 
thing. If Fr6nont had been elected, the people would have settled right down 
and made no further effort. Now they know they must work if they want to save 
a free State." - Statement of Mrs. S. C. Davis, Kalamazoo, Mich., November 
24, 1909, to K. Mayo. . 
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But his overweening desire to obtain men, weapons and 
supplies for Kansas left him no time for his Adirondack home. 
Just after the New Year he arrived in Boston, and there began 
a series of friendships which became of the greatest value 
to him during the remainder of his life. Here he met for the 
first time Frank B. Sanborn, ever afterward his most ardent 
Massachusetts friend and defender, who was then acting as 
a secretary of the Massachusetts State Kansas Committee. 
Sanborn, then but a year and a half out of Harvard, was 
on fire for the anti-slavery cause, and ready to worship any 
of its militant leaders. John Brown, fresh from the Kansas 
battlefields, made a deep impression upon this young Con
cord school-master, who had turned over his scholars to a 
Harvard student while he worked for Kansas. On January 5, 
Sanborn thus recorded his first impressions of his life's hero to 
Mr. Thomas Wentworth Higginson, the fighting young Uni
tarian parson of Worcester: 

"' Old Brown' of Kansas is now in Boston, with one of his sons, 
working for an object in which you will heartily sympathize
raising and arming a company of men for the future protection of 
Kansas. He wishes to raise $30,000 to arm and equip a company 
such as he thinks he can raise this present winter, but he will, as 
I understand him, take what money he can raise and use it as far 
as it will go. Can you not come to Boston tomorrow or next day 
and see Capt. Brown? If not, please indicate when you will be in 
Worcester, so he can see you. I like the man from what I have seen 
- and his deeds ought to bear witness for him.'" 

To Mr. Sanborn, John Brown brought a personal letter 
of introduction from a relative in Springfield, Massachu
setts, and a general one from Governor Salmon P. Chase, of 
Ohio, based on Charles Robinson's letter of commendation, 
and dated December 20, 1856.. At once Mr. Sanborn took 
him to Dr. Samuel G. Howe and Theodore Parker. Patrick 
Tracy Jackson, the treasurer of the Massachusetts State 
Kansas Committee, George L. Stearns, Amos A. Lawrence, 
Dr. Samuel Cabot, Jr., Judge Thomas Russell, Wendell 
Phillips and William Lloyd Garrison were some of the other 
friends Brown made. Mr. Garrison he met one Sunday 
evening in January at Thepdore Parker's. They were at oppo-

• Governor Chase gave Brown twenty-five dollara on this oc:c:aaion. 
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site poles of thought in their methods of dealing with slavery. 
Mr. Garrison, a non-resistant, could conceive no situation in 
which it was right to take up arms, - "carnal weapons," as 
he often called them, - while Brown was all impatience with 
men who only talked and would not shoot. The debate lasted 
until late in the evening. Mr. Garrison, it has been recorded, 

.. saw in the famous Kansas chieftain a tall, spare, farmer-like man, 
with head disproportionately small, and that lnflexible mouth which 
as yet no beard concealed. They discussed peace and nonresist
ance together, Brown quoting the Old Testament against Gar
rison's citations from the New, and Parker from time to time in
jecting a bit of Lexington into the controversy, which attracted 
a small group of interested listeners.'" 

Mr. Parker soon became one of five men who grouped 
themselves as an informal committee to aid Brown in what
ever attacks he might make on slavery, though Mr. Parker 
was not certain that Brown's general plan for attacking the 
hated institution would be successful. "I doubt," he said, 
"whether things of this kind will succeed. But we shall make 
a great many failures before we discover the right way of get
ting at it. This may as well be one of them.'" When the final 
blow was struck, no one wrote more vigorously in Brown's 
support than did Theodore Parker. 

George Luther Steams, a successful merchant of Boston 
and an exceptionally public-spirited man, became, as he him
self put it, "strongly impressed" with Brown's "sagacity, 
courage, and strong integrity," and thereafter practically put 
his purse at Brown's disposal.' He and Gerrit Smith gave to 
him more liberally than anyone else, as will hereafter appear, 
and their homes were always open to him. It was on Sunday, 
January II, 1857, that Brown first entered the hospitable 
Stearns mansion, entertaining the family at table with an 
account of Black Jack, grimly humorous. 1O To Mr. Steams 
he gave his views of the Kansas chieftains, Pomeroy, Robin
son, etc., exalting Martin F. Conway as the best of the politi
cal leaders, but characterizing him as lacking in force. The 
memory of that dinner is still kept green in the Steams 
family; its immediate effect was a determination on Mr. 
Steams's part to do everything in his power to get Brown the 
arms and money he desired. 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



NEW FRIENDS FOR OLD VISIONS 273 

Amos A. Lawrence, who had known Brown when he was 
in Springfield in the wool business, records in his diary on 
January 7: "Captain Brown, the old partisan hero of Kan
sas warfare, came to see me. I had a long talk with him. He is 
a calm, temperate and pious man, but when roused he is a 
dreadful foe. He appears about sixty years old." 11 In view 
of Mr. Lawrence's complete change of opinion in regard to 
Brown in later years, it is interesting to note that he about this 
time characterized Brown as the "Miles Standish of Kansas." 

"His severe simplicity of habits," Mr. Lawrence continued, "his 
determined energy, his heroic courage in the time of trial, all based 
on a deep reli~ous faith, make him a true representative of the 
Puritanic wamor. I knew him before he went to Kansas and have 
known more of him since, and should esteem the loss of his service, 
from poverty, or any other cause, almost irreparable.'H2 

This opinion Mr. Lawrence was also willing to back \\ith his 
money. He offered to be 

"one of ten, or a smaller number, to pay a thousand dollars per 
annum till the admission of Kansas into the Union, for the purpose 
of supporting John Brown's family and keeping the proposed com
pany in the field." 

This record of the impression made by John Brown upon 
those whom he met about this time would not be complete 
without a quotation from Henry D. Thoreau, in whose house 
at Concord Brown saw, in March, Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
It was eminently characteristic of the strength of Brown's 
personality, and of the vigor of his mentality, that he should 
have made both of these men his devoted adherents. Like 
Theodore Parker's, their support of him became of enormous 
value in 1859, in shaping the judgment of the time upon John 
Brown. In his eloquent' Plea for Captain John Brown,' 
Thoreau thus describes Brown as he found him in 1857: 1. 

" A man of rare common-sense and directness of speech, as of ac
tion; a transcendentalist above all, a man of ideas and principles,
that was what distinguished him. Not yielding to a whim or tran
sient impulse, but carrying out the purpose of a life. I noticed that 
he did not overstate anything, but spoke within bounds. I remem
ber, particularly, how, in his speech here, he referred to what his 
family had suffered in Kansas, without ever giving the least vent to 
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his pent-up fire. It was a volcano with an ordinary chimney-flue. 
Also, referring to the deeds of certain Border Ruffians, he said, 
rapidly paring away his speech, like an experienced soldier, keep
ing a reserve of force and meaning, 'They had a perfect right to 
be hung.' He was not in the least a rhetorician, was not talking to 
Buncombe or his constituents anywhere, had no need to invent 
anything, but to tell the simple truth, and communicate his own 
resolution; therefore he appeared incomparably strong, and elo
quence in Congress and elsewhere seemed to me at a discount. It 
was like the speeches of Cromwell compared with those of an ordi
nary king." 

I t must not be forgotten, in this connection, that very little 
was known in Boston at this time about the Pottawatomie 
murders, and still less about John Brown's connection with 
them. Frank Preston Stearns, the biographer of his father, 
states that the latter never knew of John Brown's connection· 
with the crime," and it may well be that Theodore Parker 
and others passed off the scene without a full realization of 
the connection between the Harper's Ferry leader and the 
tragedy of May 24, 1856. To none of these new-found friends 
did Brown at this period communicate his Virginia plan. 
He kept it to himself a year longer; but he did not conceal 
from some of them his desire to defend Kansas by raiding 
in Missouri, or by attacking slavery at some other vulnerable 
point. With the general idea they were, like Theodore Parker, 
in accord, but not sufficiently interested to ask for details, so 
abounding was the faith in himself which the mere appear
ance of the man created. 

John Brown's first practical encouragement came on 
January 1, when the Massachusetts State Kansas Committee, 
of which Stearns was chairman, voluntarily voted to give 
him the two hundred Sharp's rifles, together with four thou
sand ball cartridges and thirty-one thousand percussion caps, 
then in the Rev. John Todd's cellar at Tabor. 1I These arms 
Brown was glad to obtain, because of their nearness to the 
scene of action; he was to take possession of them as the 
agent of the committee, and, more than that, was authorized 
to draw on the treasurer, Mr. P. T. Jackson, for not less 
than five hundred doUars for expenses. The only conditions 
were that these rifles were to be held subject to the order 
of the committee, and that Brown was to report from time 
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to time the condition of the property and the dispositipn 
made of it, "so far as it is proper to do so." Subsequently 
(April IS, 1857), Brown was authorized to sell one hundred 
of these rifles to Free State settlers in Kansas for not less 
than fifteen dollars each, and to apply the proceeds to relieve 
the suffering inhabitants of the Territory.l1 These weapons, 
originally purchased by Dr. Cabot, under instructions voted 
on September 10, were first intended to be "loaned to actual 
settlers for defence against unlawful aggressions upon their 
rights and liberties." IT Afterwards, there arose a misunder
standing as to the ownership of these arms between the State 
Committee, the National Committee and the Central Com
mittee for Kansas at Lawrence, which was finally straightened 
out by the National Committee's relinquishment of all claim 
to the rifles, just as the Massachusetts Committee was about 
to proceed legally for their recovery. 

It was at the Astor House in New York that the National 
Kansas Committee met on Saturday, January 24, for the ses
sion at which the rifles were returned to the original donors. 
John Brown applied for them, but, as Horace White sub
sequently testified, there was a good deal of opposition to 
the policy of granting him arms.18 Twelve boxes of selected 
clothing, sufficient for sixty persons, were given to him, but 
the question of the rifles was settled by transferring them to 
the Massachusetts Committee, on motion of Mr. Sanborn. 
A resolution appropriating five thousand dollars for John 
Brown was violently opposed by those who were against giv
ing him the rifles; they felt that he was too radical and violent 
to be trusted with such a sum, and that he would, if given it, 
disburse it in ways the Committee might not sanction. 1' The 
Secretary of the National Committee, H. B. Hurd, recorded in 
1860 that he asked Brown before the Committee: "If you get 
the arms and money you desire, will you invade Missouri or 
any slave territory?" To which he [Brown] replied: 

"I am no adventurer. You all know me. You are acquainted 
with my history. You know what 1 have done in Kansas. I do not 
expose my plans. No one knows them but myself, except perhaps 
one. 1 will not be interrogated; if you wish to give me anything 1 
want you to give it freely. I have no other purpose but to serve 
the cause of liberty."20 
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While the reply was not satisfactory so far as the rifles in 
question were concerned, the Committee did vote five thou
sand dollars "in aid of Capt. John Brown in any defensive 
measures that may become necessary." He was authorized 
to draw five hundred dollars whenever he wished it, but it is 
interesting to note that he never obtained more than one 
hundred and fifty dollars, and that not until the summer of 
1857, the Committee having no more to give. How this 
failure rankled in Brown's mind appears in his letter of April 
3, 1857, to Williain Barnes, of Albany, who yet preserves the 
original: "I am prepared, to expect nothing btU bad faith from 
the National Kansas Committee at Chicago, as I will show 
you hereafter. This is for the present confidential." In notify
ing Brown officially, after the action of the Committee, Mr. 
Hurd stated that "such arms and supplies as the Committee 
may have and which may be needed by Capt. Brown" were 
appropriated to his use, U provided that the arms & supplies 
be not more than enough for one hundred men." II But this 
obviously did not apply to the rifles previously returned to 
Massachusetts. Under this provision, twenty-five Colt's navy 
revolvers were subsequently sent to Brown at Lawrence 
through Mr. W. F. M. Amy, agent of the Committee, but 
they never reached Brown himself. As he did not appear to 
claim them, they were loaned to the Stubbs military company. 
John Brown, in explanation of his attitude, told Horace White 
that he U had had so much trouble and fuss and difficulty with 
the people of Lawrence, that he would never go there again 
to claim anything." It 

Immediately after the adjournment of the National Com
mittee, Brown placed in Horace White's hands a substantial 
list of articles he needed for the equipment of fifty volunteers, 
and the cost thereof delivered in Lawrence or Topeka.lI • 

Jonas Jones, of Tabor, who was in official charge of the Free 
State supplies there, was ordered to retain everything in his 
hands until John Brown had made his choice. By February 18, 
Mr. White wrote that the articles Brown had requisitioned 
would be shipped the following week, and on March 21 he 
notified Brown that he would shortly go to Kansas and work 
there to fit Brown out with all the supplies he was entitled to 

• See Appendix for this requisition. 
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under the New York resolution;u while in the same month, 
W. F. M. Amy wrote that he had packed and sent to Jonas 
Jones fourteen boxes of clothing for Brown's use.1I While 
his interests were thus considerately being cared for, after the 
New York meeting, Brown again went to Peterboro, by way 
of Vergennes, Vermont and Rochester, to visit Gerrit Smith, 
who, although contributing a thousand dollars a month to the 
National Kansas Committee, was quite ready to help Brown 
from time to time, and never kept account of the sums he gave 
to the Kansas fighter. From Peterboro, Brown made, with 
John Brown, Jr., a flying trip to his wife and family at North 
Elba, whom he had not seen for a year and a half.1t But he 
was in Boston again on February 16, where he wrote to 
Augustus Wattles, asking for the latest Kansas news and for 
Wattles's honest conviction in regard to Governor Geary.27 
Indeed, from now on until he finally went to Tabor, en ro14le 
to Kansas, the story of his movements is one of incessant 
and restless wandering throughout New England and New 
York. 

On the 18th of February he made what was his most nota
ble public appearance in New England - before the Joint 
Committee on Federal Relations of the Massachusetts Legis
lature. The friends of Kansas were urging upon the Legisla
ture an appropriation of one hundred thousand dollars, on the 
ground that, as Mr. Sanborn assured the Legislature, "the 
rights and interests of Massachusetts have suffered gross out
rage in Kansas." No labored argument seemed to him neces
sary, but there were witnesses to testify to what had occurred 
in Kansas, among them E. B. Whitman, Martin F. Conway 
and John Brown. Whitman and Brown were introduced as 
having the best blood of the Mayflower in their veins and being 
descendants of soldiers of the Revolution. Brown's lengthy 
speech was, in substance, a story of his own experiences 
(Pottawatomie omitted) and a review of the Border Ruffian 
outrages upon individuals and towns, without mentioning any 
of the Free State reprisals. In it he paid a tribute to Ottawa 
J ones and his wife for their care of himself and his sons. 

"I," he said, "with Five sick, & wounded sons, & son in law; were 
obliged for some time to lie on the ground without shelter, OUF 

Boots & clothes worn out, destitute of money, & at times almost 
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in a state of starvation; & dependent on the charities of the Chris
tian Indian, & his wife whom I before named." 

In the manuscript of this address, still preserved in the 
Kansas Historical Society, there is the following conclusion: 

.. It cost the U S more than half. a Million for a year past to 
harrass poor Free State settlers, in Kansas, & to violate aU Law, 
& aU right, Moral, & Constitutional, for the sole & only purpose, of 
forceing SlafJery uppon that Territory. I chalenge this whole nation 
to prove before God or mankind to contrary. Who paid this money 
to enslave the settlers of Kansas; & worry them out? I say nothing 
in this estimate of the money wasted by Congress in the manage
ment of this horribly tyranical, & Damnable affair." 

In answer to the chairman's question as to what sort of emi
grants Kansas needed, Brown replied: "We want good men, 
industrious men, men who respect themselves; who act only 
from the dictates of conscience; men who fear God too much 
to fear anything human," - an interesting statement in 
view of the omission of all reference to slavery. II 

Despite Brown's emphatic words and the moving story of 
his own sufferings, the Massachusetts Legislature decided not 
to vote anything for the Kansas cause, and so Brown turned 
again to raising the money he needed for his own company. 
Besides his trip to Concord, with his two nights in the Thoreau 
and Emerson homes, he visited, in March, Canton, Collinsville, 
Hartford and New Haven, in Connecticut, and was several 
times at the Massasoit House in Springfield, where he was a 
particularly welcome visitor by reason of the interest in him 
of its proprietors, the Messrs. Chapin, who had notified him 
in the previous September of their readiness to send him fifty 
or one hundred dollars .. as a testimonial of their admiration 
of your brave conduct during the war." II At New Haven, on 
March 18, he received a promise of one thousand dollars. In 
and about Hartford six hundred dollars were raised for him; 
and from Springfield, Brown was able to send four hundred 
dollars to William H. D. Callender, of Hartford, who for some 
time acted as his agent and treasurer.1I At Canton, where 
both his father and mother had grown up, Brown was gratified 
by a promise to send to his family at North Elba, .. Grand
Father John Brown's old Granite Monument, about 80 years 
old; to be faced and inscribed in memory of our poor Fredk 
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who sleeps in Kansas," - which stone marks to-day Brown's 
own grave.1l He also received in Canton and Collinsville the 
sum of eighty dollars, after lecturing for three evenings on 
Kansas affairs. About this time he obtained seventy dollars 
sent through Amos A. Lawrence, as he did one hundred dol
lars in April contributed by a friend of Mr. Stearns through 
that generous patron." The five hundred dollars voted to him 
by the Massachusetts Kansas State Committee on January 7, 
and a second five hundred voted on April II, Brown did not 
obtain until the 19th or 20th of April, when, at Mr. G. L. 
Stearns's suggestion, he drew upon the Committee through 
Henry Stems, of Springfield. II To aid him in his quest, Brown 
wrote and published in the Tribune and other newspapers the 
following appeal for aid: 

TO THE FRIENDS OF FREEDOM 

The undersigned, whose individual means were exceedingly limited 
when he first engaged in the struggle for Liberty in Kansas, being 
now still more destitute and no less anxious than in time past to 
continue his efforts to sustain that cause, is induced to make this 
earnest appeal to the friends of Freedom throughout the United 
States, in the firm belief that his call will not go unheeded. I ask 
all honest lovers of Liberty and Human RiglUs, both male and female, 
to hold up my hands by contributions of pecuniary aid, either as 
counties, cities, towns, villages, societies, churches or individuals. 

I will endeavor to make a judicious and faithful application of all 
such means as I may be supplied with. Contributions may be sent 
in drafts to W. H. D. Callender, Cashier State Bank, Hartford, Ct. 
It is my intention to visit as many places as I can during my stay 
in the States, provided I am first informed of the disposition of the 
inhabitants to aid me in my efforts, as well as to receive my visit. 
Information may be communicated to me (care Massasoit House) 
at Springfield, Mass. Will editors of newspapers friendly to the 
cause kindly second the measure, and also give this some half dozen 
insertions? Will either gentlemen or ladies, or both, who love the 
cause, volunteer to take up the business? It is with no little sacrifiee 
of personal feeling that I appear in this manner before the public. 

JOHN BROWN. 14 

On March 19, while in New Haven, John Brown thus 
turned to Amos A. Lawrence for aid in his private affairs: 

The offer you so kindly made through the Telegraph some time 
since emboldens me. to propose the following for your consideration. 
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For One Thousand Dollars cash I am offered an improved piece 
of land which with a little improvement I now have might enable 
my family consisting of a Wife & Five minor children (the youngest 
not yet Three years old) to procure a Subsistence should I never 
return to them; my Wife being a good economist, & a real old fash
ioned business woman. She has gone through the Two past winters 
in our open cold house: unfinished outside; & not plastered. I have 
no other income or means for their support. I have never hinted 
to anyone else that I had a thought of asking for any help to provide 
in any such way for my family; & should not to you: but for your 
own suggestion. I fully believe I shall get the help I need to op
perate with West. Last Night a private meeting of some gentlemen 
here; voted to raise me One Thousand Dollars in New Haven, for 
that purpose. If you feel at all inclined to encourage me in the mea
sure I have proposed I shall be grateful to get a line from you; Care 
of Massasoit House, Springfield, Mass; & will call when I come 
again to Boston. I do not feel disposed to weary you with my oft 
repeated f1isitations. I believe I am indebted to you as the unlmOttm 
giver of One Share of Emigrant aid stock; as I can think of no other 
so likely to have done it. Is my appeal right 'I 

Very Respectfully Your Friend 
t. JOHN BROWN.-

.- Mr. Lawrence at once replied that he had just sent four
teen thousand dollars to Kansas to found the best possible 
school system, and therefore was short of cash. 

""' "But," he added, "in case anything should occur while you are 
in a great and good cause to shorten your life, you may be assured 
that your wife and children shall be cared for more liberally than 
you now propose. The family of Captain Brown of Osawatomie 
will not be turned out to starve in this country, untill Liberty her
self is driven out."· 

Later, Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Stearns both agreed to this 
proposal, but this thousand dollars was as slow to appear as 
that promised at New Haven. It was, however, finally raised 
(unlike the New Haven sum) and applied to the purchase of 
the land. The list of contributors to this fund and their gifts 
runs as follows: 

Wm. R. Lawrence, Boston ••• 
Amos A. Lawrence, " 
Gee. L. Stearns," • • • • • 
John E. Lodge, " •.• 
J. Carter Brown, Providence, R. I. 
J. M. S. Williams, Boston 

$50 
310 

• 260 
25 

100 
50 
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W. D. Pickman. 
R. P. Waters. 
S. E. Peabody. 
John H. Silsbee. 
B. H. Silsbee. 
Cash. 
Wendell Phillips. 
W. I. Rotch. 
John Bertram. 

Salem .. .. .. 
u 

50 
10 
10 
10 

. . . . . . . . 5 
10 

Boston • • • • • 
New Bedford • 
Salem • • • • 

25 
10 
75 

$100037 

This was not brought together until Brown had found it 
necessary to write, on May 13, the day he left for the West: 
II I must ask to have the $1000 made up at once,- & forwarded 
to Gerrit Smith. 1 did not start the measure of getting up 
any subscription for me,- (although I was sufficiently needy 
as God knows) ; nor had I thought of further burdening either 
of my dear friends Stearns, or Lawrence. • •• " 18 The reason 
for this urgency was that he had committed himself for the 
purchase of the land to the brothers Thompson. Even then 
the transaction dragged on until late in August, when Mr. 
Sanborn visited North Elba and put it through." 

From the 21st to the 26th of March, except for a hasty trip 
to Springfield, Brown was in Worcester, part of the time as 
a guest of Eli Thayer. On the 23d he spoke at an anti-slavery 
meeting, and on the 25th he lectured in the City Hall, on 
Kansas. On these and other occasions he relied largely upon 
the address he had given before the Committee of the Massa
chusetts Legislature, to which he had appended the following 
statement of his own plans when in Connecticut: 40 

"I am trying to raise from $20, to 25,000 Dollars in the Free 
States to enable me to continue my efforts in the cause of Freedom. 
Will the people of Connecticut my native State afford me some aid 
in this undertaking? •.. I was told that the newspapers in a cer
tain City were dressed in mourning on hearing that I was killed & 
scalped in Kansas ...• Much good it did me. In the same place 
I met a more cool reception than in any other place where I have 
stoped. If my friends will hold up my hands while I live: I will 
freely absolve them from any expence over me when I am dead .•.. " 

Dr. Francis Wayland, who heard him at Worcester. was 
not inspired by his oratorical powers. .. It is one of the cu-
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rious facts," he wrote, "that many men who do it are utterly 
unable to tell about it. John Brown, a flame of fire in action, 
was dull in speech." U Emerson, on the other hand, in re
cording in his diary Brown's speech at Concord, said he gave, 

"a good account of himself in the Town Hall last night to a meet
ing of citizens. One of his good points was the folly of the peace 
party in Kansas, who believed that their strength lay in the great
ness of their wrongs, and so discountenanced resistance. He wished 
to know if their wrong was greater than the negro's, and what 
kind of strength that gave to the negro." a 

Later, Emerson wrote this tribute to Brown's powers as a 
speaker: 

"For himself, he is so transparent that all men see him through. 
He is a man to make friends wherever on earth courage and integ
rity are esteemed, the rarest of heroes, a pure idealist, with no by
ends of his own. Many of you have seen him, and everyone who has 
heard him speak has been impressed alike by his simple, artless 
goodness joined with his sublime courage." a 

The financial results of the Worcester meetings were slim. 
But Eli Thayer gave him five hundred dollars' worth of 
weapons - a cannon and a rifle - while Ethan Allen and 
Company also contributed a rifle. U March ended for Brown 
with a flying trip to Easton, Pennsylvania, in company with 
Frank Sanborn and Martin Conway, as representatives of 
the Massachusetts Kansas Committee, in a fruitless effort to 
induce ex-Governor Reeder to return to Kansas and assume 
the leadership of the Free State party. U But Mr. Reeder 
was too happily situated at Easton; he was, however, so heart
ily in sympathy with Brown's plan that the latter wrote 
to him for aid on his return to Springfield, explaining that 
the only difference between them was as to the number of 
men needed, and hoping that Mr. Reeder would soon dis
cern the necessity of "going out to Kansas this spring."" It 
was on this visit to the Massasoit House that Brown found 
a letter from his wife telling him of his sons' decision to fight 
no more. To this he replied on March 31: 

"I have only to say as regards the resolution of the boys to C learn 
and practice war no more,' that it was not at my solicitation that 
they engaged in it at the first - that while I may perhaps feel no 
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more love of the business than they do, still I think there may 
be possibly in their day that which is more to be dreaded, if such 
things do not now exist." .7 

His financial progress to the end of March 
satisfied Brown. On of April he 

to William Albany: 

no means 
despond-

I expect soon West; & to go securing 
even an outfit. I go heart having secure even 

means of equiping; say nothing of feeding men. had when 
I returned no more that I could peril; & could make no further sac
rifice, except to go about in the attitude of a beggar: & that I have 
done, humiliating as it is." 

The winter was slipping away rapidly; spring was at hand. 
He was impatient to return to Kansas, and his benefac-

expected him in the for any 
aggression Border Ruffians. travelling 

expenses were there were matters that 
rapidly reduced during the 
month of April. occasion of visit to 
Collinsville, about the beginning of March, he met, among 
others, Charles Blair, a blacksmith and forge-master, who 
attended Brown's lecture on Kansas and heard his appeal 
for funds. The next morning he saw Brown in the village 
drug-store, where, to a group of interested citizens, the Cap-

was exhibiting weapons which of the 
property taken and not Mr. 
Blair testified in 

"Among them two~edged dirk, with about eight 
inches long, and he [Brown] remarked that if he had a lot of those 
things to attach to poles about six feet long, they would be a cap
ital weapon of defense for the settlers of Kansas to keep in their log 
cabins to defend themselves against any sudden attack that might 
be made on them. He turned to me, knowing, I suppose, that I was 
engaged in edge-tool making, and asked me what I would make 
them for; what it cost to make five thousand 

those things, as them. I replied, much con-
sideration, that I him five hundred a dollar 

a quarter apiece wanted a thousand thought 
might be made dollar apiece. I did commit 

myself then and further investigation. . He sim-
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ply remarked that he would want them made. I thought no more 
about it until a few days afterwards. • • • The result was that I 
made a contract with him." 

This document was not signed until March 30, ten days 
after Blair had shipped one dozen spears as samples to the 
Massasoit House. This was the genesis of the Harper's Ferry 
pikes, for the weapons Brown contracted for were never 
delivered until 1859, -long after any Kansas need for them 
had disappeared. 

The reason for this delay is not to be explained, as some 
have thought, by the theory that Brown from the first in
tended to use the spears elsewhere than in Kansas. There 
is evidence, besides his statements and letters to Blair, that 
he really thought these weapons would be of value even to 
the Free State women of the embattled Territory. Un
doubtedly, Brown looked forward to a further attack upon 
slavery after the Kansas battle was won. The fate of Kansas 
appealed to him only in so far as it involved an aggressive 
attack upon slavery. He did not, so Mr. Sanborn testifies. 
reveal his Virginia plans. which were always in the back of 
his head, to any of bis new Massachusetts friends until 1858. 
But in view of his long-cherished scheme for a direct assault 
upon slavery, and his confidences at this time to H ugh Forbes, 
there can be no question that, in asking for far more arms 
than could be used by a hundred or even two hundred men, 
his mind was fixed upon further use for them after the Bor
der Ruffians had ceased from troubling. Kansas was to be 
a prologue to the real drama j the properties of the one were 
to serve in t~e other. Had Brown obtained the money he 
needed to pay for the pikes, he would surely have received 
them in July, 1857, on the 1st of which the delivery was to 
be made. But Brown was not able to make the first payment 
of five hundred dollars within ten days, as required by the 
contract. Instead, he sent only three hundred and fifty dol
lars, and did not make his next payment of two hundred 
dollars until April 25. 

Blair was a canny Yankee. While he bought all the mate
rial needed - the handles were of ash and the spearheads 
strong malleable iron, two inches wide and about eight inches 
long, with a screw and ferrules to connect the blade to the 
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handle or shank - and did some work on the contract, he 
stopped when he had done enough work to have earned the 
five hundred and fifty dollars. The handles were laid aside 
in bundles to season, and the iron work carefully preserved 
until such time as Brown should give further orders and sup
ply additional funds. It was not until he received a letter 
dated February 10, 1858, that Blair again heard from his 
Kansas friend, and, with the exception of another letter, 
written on March II, 1858, nothing further happened until 
Brown unexpectedly appeared at Blair's door on June 3, 
1859, and took the necessary steps to have the pikes com
pleted without loss of time. Then, certainly, it was Brown's 
idea to place these weapons in the hands of slaves, in order 
that, unaccustomed as they were to firearms, they might 
with them fight their way to liberty. 

Brown's second investment at this period cost him still 
more money than the pikes, and resulted in little or no benefit 
and some very considerable injury to his long-cherished plan 
of carrying the "war into Africa," of making the institu
tion of slavery insecure by a direct attack upon it. On one 
of his trips to New York he met, late in March, through 
the Rev. Joshua Leavitt, of the New York Independent, one 
Hugh Forbes, a suave adventurer of considerable ability, who 
habitually called himself colonel, because of military service 
in I taly under Garibaldi, in the unsuccessful revolution of 
1848-49." Forbes was typical of the human flotsam and 

. jetsam washed up by every revolutionary movement. A 
silk merchant for a time in Sienna, he was perpetually needy 
after his arrival in New York, about 1855, living by his tal
ents as a teacher of fencing, and by doing odd jobs on the 
Tribune as translator or reporter. About forty-five years 
of age, he was a good lip.guist and had acquired in Italy 
some knowledge of military campaigning, - quite enough to 
impress John Brown, who believed he had found in Forbes 
precisely the expert lieutenant he needed, not only for the 
coming Kansas undertaking, but for the more distant raid 
upon Virginia. Vain, obstinate, unstable and greatly lacking 
funds, as Forbes was, Brown's projects appealed mightily 
to him; he speedily saw himself in fancy the Garibaldi of 
a revolution against slavery. John Brown, the reticent and 
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self-contained, unbosomed himself to this man as he had 
not to the Massachusetts friends who were advancing the 
money upon which he lived and plotted. The result was 
Forbes's engagement as instructor, at one hundred dollars 
a month, of the proposed "volunteer-regular" company, to 
operate first in Kansas and later in Virginia, into which 
undertaking Forbes entered the more willingly as he learned 
of the wealthy New England men who were backing Brown. 

For Brown this was an unhappy alliance; dissimilar in 
character, training and antecedents, and alike only in their 
insistence on leadership~ mutual disappointment and dissat
isfaction were the only possible outcome of the association 
of the two men. Forbes, as will be seen later, became the 
evil genius of the Brown enterprise. First of all, he absorbed 
money, when Brown had none too much for his own imme
diate needs and the first payments to Blair for the pikes. 
Forbes was authorized by Brown, early in April, to draw 
upon Mr. Callender, of Hartford, for six hundred dollars, 
and he did so within the month. But he showed so little 
inclination to follow Brown westward that the latter soon 
became suspicious. 

Forbes had several excuses for delaying. It had been 
agreed that he should translate and condense a foreign man
ualof guerrilla warfare; this he did under the title of 'Man
ual of the Patriotic Volunteer.' This work dragged inter
minably; on June I, Joseph Bryant, a New York friend of 
Brown's, who acted for him, reported, after a call on Forbes, . 
that the latter was content with his progress and certain that 
he was losing no time. On June 16, Forbes assured Bryant 
that the book would be ready in ten days; that he was not 
ready to join Brown; indeed, he now had doubts whether 
any help would be needed in Kansas until winter. This 
report so alarmed Brown that on June 22 he sent to Forbes, 
through Bryant, a demand for the immediate repayment of 
the six hundred dollars, or as much of it as he might have 
drawn through Callender. Bryant at once took the order 
to Forbes, but becoming convinced that "the colonel" was 
acting in good faith, and that much of the money had al
ready been spent, did not show it to the budding author, 
who was now certain of finishing his book "in about a week." 
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To that volume, however, Forbes had not devoted all his 
energies, for he had spent considerable time in endeavoring 
to raise more money with which to bring his family over 
from Paris, where they were eking out a precarious exist
ence. Of Brown's six hundred dollars the family had received 
one hundred and twenty dollars; sums amounting to seven 
hundred dollars Forbes obtained from Horace Greeley and 
other friends of Free Kansas, according to a statement of 
Mr. Greeley in the Tribune for October 24, 1859. What 
became of these funds is not known, but by June 25 Forbes 
had given up his idea of bringing his family over, and had 
decided to send to Paris the daughter who was in New York, 
that she might be with her mother. Finally, Forbes drifted 
westward, arriving at Tabor on August 9, two days after 
Brown's appearance at the. same place. He had stopped at 
Gerrit Smith's at Peterboro on his way out, and success
fully appealed to the purse of that ever generous man, who 
had "helped" John Brown to a "considerable sum" ($350) 
when they parted in Chicago on June 22. Nevertheless, 
Forbes obtained one hundred and fifty dollars, of which he 
sent all but twenty dollars back to New York toward the 
cost of printing his book. Gerrit Smith "trusted," so he 
wrote to Thaddeus Hyatt, that Forbes would "prove very 
useful to our sacred work in Kansas." "We must," he added, 
.. not shrink from fighting for Liberty - & if Federal troops 
fight against her, we must fight against them." 10 

Aside from his negotiations with Forbes, and with Mr. 
Blair for the pikes, April was for Brown another month of 
active solicitation of funds, but with even more disappoint
ing results, complicated by the news, received from his son 
Jason, that a deputy United States marshal had passed 
through Cleveland, bound East to arrest him for some of his 
Kansas transactions. II He wrote on the 16th, from Spring
field, to Eli Thayer that: 

"One of US Hounds is on my track:-& I have kept myself hid 
for a few days to let my track get cold. I have no idea of being 
taken: & intend (if I God, will';) to go back with Irons in rather than 
ufJpon my hands. . . . I got a fine lift in Boston the other day; 
& hope Worcester will not be entirel, behind. I do not mean ,oui 
or Mr. Allen, & Co." u 
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This keeping himself hid had reference to his stay with 
Judge and Mrs. Russell in Boston for a week, during which 
time Mrs. Russell allowed no one but herself to open the 
front door, lest the cc U S Hounds" appear. The Russell house 
was chosen because it was in a retired street, and Judge 
Russell himself was never conspicuous in the Abolitionist 
ranks, in order that he might be the more serviceable to 
the cause in quiet ways. Mrs. Russell remembers to this 
day Brown's sense of humor and his keen appreciation of 
the negro use of long words and their grandiloquence. She 
recalls, too, that he frequently barricaded his bedroom, told 
her of his determination not to be taken alive, and added, 
"I should hate to spoil your carpet." 61 

I t was while staying with the Russells that he came down
stairs one day with a written document which voiced his 
bitter disappointment at his non-success in obtaining the 
funds he needed. He read it aloud, as follows: 

.. Old Browns Farewell: to the Plymouth Rocks: Bunker Hill, 
Monuments; Charter Oaks; and Uncle Toms, Cabbins . 

.. Has left for Kansas. Was trying since he came out of the ter
ritory to secure an outfit: or in other words tM means of arming and 
'piping thoroughly; his regular minuet men: who are mixed up with 
the people of Kansas: and he leaves the States,· with a DEEP FEELING 
OF SADNESS: that after having exhausted his own small means: and 
with his/amily and his BRAVE MEN: suffered hunger, nakedness, cold, 
sickness, (and some [of] them) imprisonment, with most barbarous, 
and cruel treatment: wounds, and death: that after lying on the 
ground for Months; in the most unwholesome and sickly; as well 
as uncomfortable places: with sick and wounded destitute of any 
shelter a part of the time: dependent (in part) on the care, and 
hospitality of the Indians: and hunted like Wolves: that after all 
this; in order to sustain a cause, which e1Jery Citisen of this • Glorious 
Republic,' is under equal Moral obligation to do: (andfor the neglect 
of which HE WILL be held accountable TO GOD:) in which e1Jery Man, 
Woman, and Child of the emire human family,· has a deep and aWful 
interest: that when no wages are asked, or expected: he canot secure 
(amidst all the wealth, luxury, and extravagance of this • Heaven 
exalted' people;) even the necessary supplies, for a common soldier. 
• How ARE THE MIGHTY FALLEN?' 

II BOSTON, April, 1857." 
JOHN BROWN." 

For one encouraging happening about this time, John 
Brown was again indebted to the generosity of Mr. Steams. 
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He had set his heart on receiving two hundred revolvers, in 
addition to the twenty-five donated by the National Kansas 
Committee, and through Mr. Thayer he had inade inquiry 
as to the prices of several manufacturers. Finally, he received 
a low bid of thirteen hundred dollars for two hundred re
volvers from the Massachusetts Anns Company, through its 
agent, T. W. Carter, at Chicopee Falls, who stated that the 
low price - fifty per cent of the usual charge - was due 
solely to the company's generous purpose "of aiding in your 
project of protecting the free state settlers of Kansas and 
securing their rights to the institutions of free America ... II 
John Brown at once reported this offer to Mr. Steams, saying: 
U Now if Rev T Parker, & other good people of Boston, would 
make up that amount; I might at leas' be well anned."" Mr. 
Steams immediately notified Mr. Carter that he would pur
chase the revolvers and pay for them by his note at four 
months from date of delivery, as this would give him time to 
raise the money by subscription if he desired to. The company 
accepted the proposition, and shipped the revolvers on May 25 
"to" J. B. care Dr. Jesse Bowen, Iowa City, Iowa," with the 
company's hope Uthat there may be no occasion for their ser
vice in securing rights which ought to be guaranteed by the 
principles of justice and equity." As if he had a little doubt 
about their ultimate use, Mr. Carter added: "We have no fear 
that they will be put to service in your hands for other pur
pNeS." In notifying Brown that his offer had been accepted, 
Mr. Stearns significantly remarked, "I think you ought to go 
to Kansas as soon as possible and give Robinson and the rest 
some Backbone." For himself, Mr. Steams asked only that, 
if he paid for these revolvers, all the arms, ammunition, rifles, 
as well as the revolvers not used for the defence of Kansas, 
be held as pledged to him for the payment of the thirteen hun
dred dollars. The Massachusetts Kansas Committee by formal 
vote assented to this suggestion. 

By April 23. Brown's hopes of further aid had vanished. 
On that day he wrote to his family from New Haven, asking 
that they have U some of the friends" drive at once to West
port and Elizabethtown to meet him. IT But he was in Spring
field on the 25th, and on the 28th, owing to an attack of fever 
and ague, hehad only just reached Albany on his way to North 
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Elba, where he remained about two weeks with his family~ 
before leaving for Iowa by way of Vergennes, Vermont. From 
this place he wrote on May 13 to George L. Stearns, "I leave 
here for the West today," 18 without the slightest idea that it 
would take him three months to reach the rendezvous in 
Tabor. He had not, however, during the months before his 
departure, lost his interest in Kansas or failed to keep in direct 
touch with the situation there. Augustus Wattles and James 
H. Holmes had corresponded with him, and to the former 
Brown had written, on AprilS, the following letter, which not 
only records clearly the spirit in which he again set his face 
toward Kansas, but is of special interest because it appears 
to be the first one to which he signed the nom-tie-plume 
U Nelson Hawkins," that later appears so frequently in his 
correspondence : 

BOSTON, l\fASSACBUSB'M'S April 8, 1857. 
My DEAR SIR: Your favor of the 15th March, and that of friend 

H. of the 16th, I have just received. I cannot express my gratitude 
for them both. They give me just the kind of news I was most of till 
things anxious to hear. I bless God that he has not left the free-State 
men of Kansas to poUute themselves by the foul and lotUhesome em
brace of the old rotten whore. I have been trembling aU along lest 
they might back down from the high and holy ground they had taken. 
I say, in view of the wisdom, firmness, and patience of my friends 
and feUow-su/ferers, (in the cause of humanity,) let God's name be 
etemally pra1.Sed I I would most gladly give my hand to all whose 
A. garments are not defiled; .. and I humbly trust that I shall soon 
again have opportunity to rejoice (or suffer further if need be) with 
you, in the strife between Heaven and Hell. I wish to send my most 
cordial and earnest salutation to every one of the chosen. My efforts 
this way have not been altogether fruitless. I wish you and friend 
H. both to accept this for the moment; may write soon again, and 
hope to hear from you both at Tabor, Fremont County, Iowa
Care of Jonas Jones, Esq. 

Your sincere friend, 
NELSON HAWKINS." 

AUGUSTUS WATl'LBS, ESQ. 
LAWllBNCB, KANSAS 1'EllJUTOtv • 

. At least one member of Brown's family was disturbed at 
the father's return to Kansas. John Brown, Jr., wrote to him 
thus: •• It seems as though if you return to Kansas this Spring 
J should never ~ you again. But I will not look on the dark 
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side. You have gone safely through a thousand perils and 
hairbreadth escapes." eo It was more than a mere undefined 
dread that worried the son. His views as to the political situa
tion in Kansas are set forth in this letter with noteworthy 
ability. The just announced return of James H. Lane to the 
Territory would give an opportunity to see if the United 
States authorities there were still hE?nt on arresting the Free 
Soil leaders, and whether the Free Soilers would unresistingly 
submit to such a happening. He also felt that, in view of the 
renewed hostilities which he believed were at hand, it would 
be well for his father to delay his entrance into Kansas, and 
thus, 

.. place it out of the power of Croakers to say that the 'peace' had 
been broken only in consequence of the advent there of such dis
turbers as 'Jim Lane' and 'Old Brown.' And further, when war 
begins, if the people there take the right ground, you could raise and 
take in with you a force which might in truth become a 'liberating 
army,' when they most stood in need of help." 

John Brown, Jr., then admitted that he feared that the 
Kansans, for whom his father was ready to peril his life, would, 
out of their slavish regard for Federal authority, be ready to 
"hand you over to the tormentor." The extent to which he 
was in his father's confidence, and the way in which both their 
minds were working upon the great post-Kansas project, 
appears clearly from a question in this same letter: "Do you 
not intend to visit Canada before long? That school can be 
established there, if not elsewhere." 

However much he may have taken his son's warnings to 
heart, John Brown left for Kansas master of considerable sup
plies. On May 18, Mr. Steams estimated that the contri
butions of arms, clothing, etc., of which Brown had entire 
control, were worth $13,000.81 A careful count of the sums he 
is known to have received after January I shows that they 
aggregated $2363, exclusive of the $1000 raised by Lawrence 
and Steams for the purchase of the North Elba land. Out of 
this sum had come travelling expenses, some provision for his 
family, the $550 paid for the pikes, and the $600 absorbed 
by Forbes. To it must be added the $350 given to him iIi 
Chicago on June 22 by Gerrit Smith. The total sum he raised 
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was, of course, larger than this; he obtained, for instance, 
some small gifts in Chicago. One large credit he did not use. 
In his enthusiasm for the cause, his admiration of the man 
and his complete confidence in Brown's "courage, prudence 
and good judgment," Stearns gave his Kansas friend authority 
to draw upon him for $7000, as it was needed, to subsist the 
one hundred "volunteer-regulars," provided that it became 
necessary to call that number into active service in Kansas in 
IS57.11 This emergency not occurring, Brown retutned the 
credit untouched. Mr. Steams, be it noted, testified in IS59 
that, in addition to everything else, he had from time to time 
given Brown money of which he never kept any record. 
Counting the credit of $7000, the supplies worth $13,000, and 
estimating the other cash contributions at only $3000, it ap
pears that Brown was successful in raising $23,000 toward his 
project of putting a company into the field. But his inability 
to use the $7000 en route, and his long delay in reaching Tabor, 
together with necessary expenditures for horses and wagons 
and wages, reduced him soon to distress. When he arrived at 
his base of action, Tabor, he had only twenty-five dollars left. II 

Various causes contributed to Brown's delay. He was at 
Canastota on May 14, at Peterboro on May IS, reached 
Cleveland on May 22, and Akron the next day. On May 27 
he wrote from Hudson that he was "still troubled with the 
ague" and was "much confused in mind." If he should never 
return, he wished that" no other monument be used to keep 
me in remembrance than the same plain old one that records 
the death of my Grandfather & Son & that a short story like 
those already on it be told of John Brown the 5th under that 
of Grandfather."" He added that he was already very short 
of expense money, and that he did not expect to leave for four 
or five days. On June 3, while still at Hudson, he wrote thus 
to Augustus Wattles, over the name of "James Smith:" 

My DEAR SIR: I write to say that I started for Kansas some three 
weeks or more since, but have been obliged to stop for the fever 
aad ague. I am now righting up, and expect to be on my way again 
soon. Free-State men need have no fear of my tksertion. There 
are some half dozen men I want a visit from at Tabor, Iowa, to 
come off in the most QUIET WAY, viz: Daniel Foster, late of Bos
ton Massachusetts; Holmes, Frau, a Mr. HtU and William DaM, 
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on Little Ottawa creek; a Mr. Cochran, on Pottawatomie creek; 
or I would like elJ.U4Uy well to see Dr. Updegraff and S. H. Wright, 
of Ossawatomie; or William Phillips, or CONWAY, or yDlIrlumor. 
I have some very important matters to confer with some of you 
about. Let there be no WM'ds about it. Should any of you come out to 
see me wau at Tabor if you get therejirst. Mr. Adair, at Ossawato
mie, may supply ($50,) fifty dollars, (if need be), for expenses on 
my account on presentation 0/ this. Write me at Tabor, Iowa, Fre
mont Cou.nty.-

On the 9th of June, Brown wrote to William A. Phillips in a 
similar strain, to which Phillips replied from Lawrence on June 
24," saying that neither he nor Holmes nor others whom he 
had seen could go to Tabor, that there was then no necessity 
for military measures, and that the arms were safer with Brown 
than with anyone else. If he came into Kansas, he would be 
protected. Wattles's reply was similarly discouraging, bring
ing the oracular advice: "Come as quickly as possible, or 
not come at present, as you choose." 87 Frazee (the teamster 
who had taken Brown out of Kansas in the previous fall) had 
not returned; Foster, Mr. Wattles did not know; Holmes was 
ploughing at Emporia, and Conway and Phillips were talking 
politics. Meanwhile, Brown had visited Milwaukee on June 
16, for what specific purpose is not known; he had tried to 
induce Forbes to meet him in Cleveland on June I;," and 
then went to Chicago to meet Gerrit Smith. On June 24 he 
attended at Tallmadge, Ohio, the semi-centennial of the 
founding of that town. The address was delivered by the Rev. 
Leonard Bacon. At its close, a message came to the speaker 
that John Brown was present and would like to speak about 
Kansas. Mr. Bacon sent back word to Brown that any such 
address would be "entirely inconsistent with the character of 
the occasion," - a happening which inspired Mr. Bacon to 
write to Governor Wise, after Brown's capture, that it was to 
many at Tallmadge proof of Brown's evident derangement on 
the slavery question.- Brown's pocket memorandum-book, a 
rough diary from January 12, 1857, on, contains this entry 
on June 29, also showing that he had returned to Ohio from 
Chicago: •• June 29th Wrote Joseph Bryant Col Forbes, and D 
Lee Child; all that I leave here Cleveland this day for Tabor, 
Iowa; & advise Forbes, & Child, to calIon Jonas Jones." 
'. By July 6 the memorandum-book records Brown's pre-, 
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sence in Iowa City. Here he received word from Richard 
Realf, for some time to come one of his followers, and after
wards well known as a pOet of no mean ability, that he was 
.awaiting him at Tabor with one hundred and ten dollars 
- the hundred and fifty of National Kansas Committee 
money, minus RealI's expenses. This money had been sent 
to Brown on June 30 by Edmund B. Whitman, the Commit
tee's agent in Lawrence, in response to an urgent appeal from 
Brown, to whom Realf wrote also the good news that, as the 
government had entered a noUe prosequi in the case of the 
Free State prisoners, Brown need be under "no apprehension 
of insecurity to yourself or the munitions you may bring with 
you." 70 By July 17, Brown had only reached Wassonville, 
Iowa. He had had to obtain two teams and two wagons at 
a cost of seven hundred and eighty-six dollars, and to hire a 
teamster (his third son, Owen, who had been at Tabor for a 
time). He had had to "rig up and load" the teams, and in 
consequence of an injury to a horse, he had lost ten days on 
the road. In order to make their scant funds hold out, "and to 
avoid notice," he and his son "lived exclusively on herring, 
soda crackers, and sweetened water for more than three weeks 
(sleeping every night in our wagons), except that twice we got 
a little milk and a few times some boiled eggs." 71 At last, on 
August 7, he and his son reached their old quarters in Tabor, 
the home of Jonas Jones. 

By this time it was perfectly apparent that there was to be 
no bloodshed in Kansas that summer. There was another new 
Governor in the Territory, Robert J. Walker, of Mississippi, 
who had succeeded Governor Geary after that official's resig
nation in March, because of the failure of the pro-slavery 
Pierce administration to give him proper support. So fair an 
historian as Mr. Rhodes has declared that Geary was an ideal 
Governor,71 and a study of his brief administration of Kansas 
inevitably leads to the conclusion that, whatever his faults, 
he strove earnestly to be judicial and honorable, and to bring 
peace and justice to Kansas. Like Reeder, Geary was a firm 
Democrat, and like him he left Kansas convinced of the right
eousness of the Free State cause. Walker, his successor, had 
been Senator from Mis..nssippi, Secretary of the Treasury, had 
practically framed the tariff act of 1846, and was, therefore, 
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well known to the country as a politician of more than usual 
ability and standing. He was reluctant to go to Kansas, where 
he arrived on May 26, having obtained before his depar
ture the consent of the new President, Buchanan, that any Con
stitution for the State of Kansas which might be framed 
should be submitted to the people. His appointment in itself 
helped to avert any outbreaks, since the Southerners felt sure 
- too sure - that he was one of their own. As soon as it 
was apparent that he and his able secretary of state, Fred
erick P. Stanton, were bent on seeing justice done, the pro
slavery forces, and President Buchanan as well, turned against 
them, with the result that Secretary Stanton was removed 
from office, and Governor Walker resigned, in the following 
December. Walker, the fourth governor since October 6, 
1854, exceeded by only thirty days Governor Geary's brief stay 
of six months." 

As a whole, however, the outlook for freedom in Kansas 
was comparatively favorable when John Brown reached 
Tabor. The Lecompton conspiracy, by which a pro-slavery 
Constitution was to be forced on Kansas by a trick, had not 
yet developed; and while there had been sporadic cases of law
lessness in certain counties, and James T. Lyle, a pro-slavery 
city recorder of Leavenworth, had been killed by \Villiam 
Haller, a Free State man, in an affray at the polls, the year 
1857 was, on the whole, one of quiet and progress for the bona 
fide settlers of Kansas. Free Soilers were pouring into the 
State in large force, and the number of slaves remained so small 
that both sides realized the growing ascendency of the Free 
Soil cause. The Topeka, or Free State, Legislature had met on 
January 6, 7 and 8, when a dozen of its members had been 
arrested and taken to Tecumseh; it met again in Topeka on 
June 13, without interference from Governor Walker, and ad
journed four days later after passing some exce]]ent measures. 
About tllis time, there was a Free State convention in Topeka, 
presided over by General Lane, which endorsed the Topeka 
movement, urged Free State men not to participate in the 
15th of June election of delegates to the Lecompton Con
stitutional convention, and declared the Territorial laws to 
be without force. A similar Free State convention met in 
Topeka on July 15 and 16, with James H. Lane again presid-• 
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ing and Governor Robinson as one of the speakers. It called 
a mass convention for August 26, at Grasshopper Falls, urged 
upon the Governor the propriety of submitting the Topeka 
Constitution to the people, and made nominations for the of
fices to be filled at the coming Free State election on August 
9. Meanwhile, in accordance with what afterwards seemed a 
gravely mistaken decision of the Topeka convention of June 
9, the Free State men had declined to participate in the elec
tion of June 15 for delegates to the Constitutional convention. 
Only twenty-two hundred pro-slavery votes were cast in all, 
which showed that the Free State men could easily have out
voted their enemies, as was clearly proved when more than 
seventy-two hundred anti-slavery votes were cast at the Free 
State election of August 9. I t was then too late; the Lecompton 
Constitutional convention was in the hands of the pro-slavery 
men, headed by the Surveyor-General, John Calhoun, a bitter 
and unscrupulous slavery champion. They agreed upon a Con
stitution which had been carefully prepared by the Southern 
leaders in Washington, and lent themselves readily to the 
plan to get slavery into Kansas without the consent of the 
majority of its bona fide inhabitants. 

The Free State election of August 9 was held two days 
after Brown's arrival at Tabor. The heavy vote cast was 
fresh proof of the ascendency of the party of peace among 
the Free State men. The Grasshopper Falls convention 
also showed, by its decision to participate in the election 
of October 5 for Territorial delegate, that the drift was 
toward working out a Kansas victory by resort to the time
·honored American method of correcting abuses - the bal
lot-box. Governor Walker guaranteed a fair election, and 
lived up to his promise by setting aside fraudulent returns. 
Robinson and Lane favored taking part in the election, Con
way, Phillips and Redpath, three of Brown's staunchest 
friends, opposing. Altogether, Brown found that nothing had 
been lost by the long delay in his arrival near the scene of 
action; there was not the slightest need for his "volunteer
regulars;" the only time Governor Walker had ordered out 
the United States troops was when dissatisfied with the 
holding of an independent city election at Lawrence on 
July 13. This course the Governor denounced as certain 
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to mean treason and bring on U all the horrors of civil war," 
if persisted in. His prompt action discouraged the radicals 
under Lane, who thereupon was the more ready for a dif
ferent course. Rifles the Free State men had at this moment 
no need of or desire for. As to becoming a political leader 
and putting the stiffening into Robinson's backbone, for 
which Mr. Stearns and others hoped, that was a line of ac
tion not to Brown's taste, and the defeat of his friends in the 
Grasshopper Falls convention must have added to his dis
satisfaction with Kansas conditions. It is not, therefore, sur
prising if his mind turned more and more to the coming raid 
against slavery along a more timid and more vulnerable 
frontier than that of Missouri. 

The day after his arrival at Tabor, John Brown wrote to 
Mr. Steams of his various disappointments, hindrances 
and lack of means; these and ill-health had depressed him 
greatly. Two days later he wrote again and in better'spir
its.74 He was "in immediate want of from Five Hundred to 
One Thousand Dollars for secret service &- no questions asked." 
"Rather interesting times" were expected in Kansas, he 
wrote, "but no great excitement is reported." "Our next 
advices," he continued, "may entirely change the aspect of 
things. I hope the friends of Freedom will respond to my 
call: & 'prove me now herewith.'" He had "leamed with 
gratitude" what had been done to render his wife and chil
dren comfortable by the purchase of the Thompson farm. 
Then, as the result of Forbes's arrival, he forwarded to Mr. 
Steams" the first number of a series of Tracts lately gotten 
up here," of which Forbes, and not Brown, was the author. 
It is entitled 'The Duty of the Soldier,' and is headed, in 
small type, "Presented with respectful and kind feelings 
to the Officers and Soldiers of the United States Army in 
Kansas," the object being to win them from their allegiance 
to their colors and induce them to support the Free State 
cause. This it does indirectly by asking whether the U sol
diery of a Republic" should be "vile living machines and 
thus sustain Wrong against Right." There are but three 
printed pages of rambling and discursive discussion of the 
soldiery of the ancient republics, and· of the princes of an
tiquity, and a consideration of authority, legitimate and 
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illegitimate - as ill-fitted as possible an appeal to the regu
lar soldier of 1857. To the copy which he sent to Augustus 
Wattles, Brown appended the following in his own hand
writing, as a Uclosing remark:" 

It is as much the duty of the common soldier of the U S Army 
according to his ability and opportunity, to be informed upon aU 
subjects in any way affecting the political or general welfare of his 
country: & to watch with jealous vigilance, the course, & man
agement of all public functionaries both civil and military: and to 
gOfJem his actions as a citisen Soldier accordingly: as though he 'Were 
President oj the United States. 

Respectfully yours, A SoLDIER.7I 

Other copies John Brown sent to Sanborn, Theodore 
Parker and Governor Chase, of Ohio,?' asking each for his 
frank opinion of the tract and also for aid in raising the 
five hundred to one thousand dollars he needed so sorely. 
Sanborn, and probably Parker, wrote his disapproval of 
Forbes's attempt to seduce the soldiery of the Union; and 
only Gerrit Smith, to whom Forbes himself sent a copy with 
an appeal for help for his family in Paris, seems to have been 
pleased with it. He thought it u very well written," and 
added, "Forbes will make himself very useful to our Kan
sas work." For the Forbes family he subscribed twenty-five 
dollars, and urged Thaddeus Hyatt to raise some money in 
New York for this purpose and forward it to Sanborn "as 
soon as you can." 77 

But Forbes's usefulness to Brown was not of long dura
tion; by November 2 he was on his way back to the East 
from Nebraska City.7. He had found no one at Tabor to 
drill save his employer and one son, Owen; and no funds 
save sixty dollars, which Brown gave to him (doubtless out 
of the National Kansas Committee's one hundred and ten) 
toward his expenses." Rifle-shooting at a target on the out
skirts of Tabor was their out-door drill, while in-doors they 
studied Forbes's' Manual of the Patriotic Volunteer,' and 
discussed military tactics and their respective plans in re
gard to the raid into Virginia.-

One of those who met John Brown at this time, the Rev. 
H. D. King, now of Kinsman, Ohio, records thus his recol·· 
lections of some of their table talk: 11 
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"I tried to get at his theology. It was a subject naturally sug
gested by my daily work. But I never could force him down to dry 
sober talk on what he thought of the moral features of things in 
general. He would not express himself on little diversions from the 
common right for the accomplishment of a greater good. For him 
there was only one wrong, and that was slavery. He was rather 
skeptical, I think. Not an infidel, but not bound by creeds. He was 
somewhat cranky on the subject of the Bible, as he was on that of 
killing people. He believed in God and Humanity, but his attitude 
seemed to be: 'We don't know anything about some things. We do 
not know about the humanity matter. If any great obstacle stand in 
the way, you may properly break all the Decalogue to get rid of it.'" 

"We are beginning to take lessons & have (we think) a very 
capable Teacher. Should no disturbance occour: we may pos
sibly think best to work back eastward. Cannot determine yet," 
wrote Brown· to his wife and children on August 17.81 But 
this life at Tabor soon palled on Forbes, particularly as there 
was a sharp disagreement between Brown and himself as to 
the future campaign, and increasing evidence that there was 
to be no active service in Kansas that year. The needs of 
his family weighed heavily upon him, and a growing sense 
of wrong done him by the Massachusetts friends of Brown, 
whom Forbes dubbed "The Humanitarians," in not supply
ing the salary Brown had promised, led to bitter denunciations 
of them soon after Forbes arrived in the East. 

Jonas Jones and the Rev. John Todd having promptly 
turned over to Brown the arms stored in the clergyman's 
cellar, he was able to write on August 13 to Sanborn that he 
had overhauled and cleaned up those that were most rusted. 
All were in "middling good order." 81 The Question then was 
how to get them to Kansas, and this involved also a deci
sion as to Brown's own policy. Although apparently anxious 
to return to Kansas at once, he did not leave Tabor for the 
Territory until the day he saw Forbes off for the East at 
Nebraska City, November 2. Various reasons are apparently 
responsible for the delay: the failure oC Kansas friends tocome 
to him; the desire to await the outcome of the fall elections; 
an injury to his back, and a recurrence of his fever and ague. 
The arms were finally left behind; when Brown started for 
Lawrence, he went in a wagon drawn by two horses and driven 
by his son Owen. . 
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As to Brown's return to Kansas, James H. Holmes wrote, 
on August 16,84 that there might be a very good opening for 
the U business," for which Brown had bough this "stock of 
materials, .•• about the first Monday in October next. ~ •• 
I am sorry," he continued, 

"that you have not been here, in the territory, before. I think that 
the sooner you come the better 80 that the people & the Territo. 
rial authorities may become familiarized with your presence. This 
is also the opinion of all other friends with whom I have conversed 
on this subject. You could thus exert more influence. Several times 
we have needed you very much." 

But Augustus Wattles, a wise counsellor, wrote on August 
21 without enthusiasm as to Brown's final arrival, that 
"those who had entertained the idea of resistance [to'outside 
authority] have entirely abandoned the idea." Ii Only the 
erratic Lane, who was then the sole person trying to stir up 
strife in Kansas, and is accused by reputable witnesses of 
planning schemes of wholesale massacre of pro-slavery men 
through a secret order, was on fire for Brown's presence 
in the Territory,but it was the Tabor arms rather than 
their owner he really desired. His first letter to Brown ran 
thus: 

(Prir1aIe) 

SIR 
LAWUNCE Sept. 7, 57. 

We are earnestly.engaged in perfecting an organization for the 
protection of the ballot box at the October election (first Monday.) 
Whitman & Abbott have been east after money & arms for a month 
past, they write encouragingly, & will be back in a few days. We 
want you with all the materials you have. I see no objection to your 
coming into Kansas publicly. I can furnish you jqst such a force 
as you may deem necessary for your protection here & after )'ou 
arrive. I went up to see you but failed. 

Now what is wanted is this - write me concisely what trans
portation you require, how much money & the number of men 
to escort you into the Territory safely & if )'OU desire it I will 
come up with them. 

Yours respectfully 
J. H. LANE.-

To this Brown replied, on the 16th of September,87 that 
he had preViously written to Lane of his "strong desire" to 
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see him; "as to the job of work you enquire about I suppose 
that three good teams with well COfJered. waggons, & ten really 
ingenious, industrious men (not gassy) with about $150. in 
cash, could bring it about in the course of eight or ten days." 
Before an answer to this could arrive, Brown learned from 
Redpath, who also hoped to see him in the Territory soon, 
that Lane had appointed him "Brigadier-General 2nd Bri
gade 1st Division," 88 rather an empty honor, for Lane was as 
generous with brigadier-generalcies as a profligate European 
potentate with decorations for his creditors, even casual vis
itors to the Territory receiving these commissions. at Certain 
it is that this distinction did not cause Brown to exert himself 
additionally to enter Kansas, not even when there appeared 
a Mr. Jamison, who bore the high-sounding title of "Quarter
master-General of the Second Division." .. General" Jamison 
brought a letter from Lane, dated Falls City, September 29,
declaring that "it is all important to Kansas that your things 
should be in at the earliest possible moment & that you should be 
much nearer at hand than you are." He enclosed fifty dollars, 
added that "Gen 'I" Jamison had more, and insisted that 
"every gun and all the ammunition" be sent in ... I do not 
know that we will have to use them, but I do know we should 
be prepared." All of this made not the slightest impression 
on Brown, as Jamison came alone, having left the ten staunch 
men Brown had asked for" about thirty miles back." The 
names of these men were all unknown to him, and on inquir
ing about Jamison, Brown found that "Tabor folks (some of 
them) speak slightingly of him, notwithstanding that he too 
is a general."u Moreover, Jamison brought no teams with 
him. Brown thereupon returned the fifty dollars to Lane with 
the following letter: es 

My DEAR SIR 
TABOIl IOWA 30 Sept. 57. 

Your favor from Falls City by Mr. Jamison is just received also 
$50. (fifty dollars) sent by him, which I also return by same hand as 
I find it will be next to impossible in my poor state of health to go 
through in such very short notice, four days only remaining to get 
ready load up & go through. 1 think, considering all the uncertain
ties of the case wan' of teams &c, that I should do wrong to set ou'. 
I am disappointed in tM extreme. 

Very respectfully your friend 
JOHN BROWN. 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



JOHN BROWN 

The next day, Brown wrote at length to Mr. Sanborn, en· 
closing copies of his correspondence with Lane." He outlined 
his immediate fUt\.!re as follows: "I intend at once to put the 
supplies I have in a secure place, and then to put myself and 
such as may go with me where we may get more speedy com· 
munications, and can wait until we know better how to act 
than we do now." He also wrote: "I am now so far recovered 
from my hurt as to be able to do a little; and foggy as it is, 
'we do not give up the ship.' I will not say that Kansas, wa:
tered by the tears and blood of my children, shall yet be free 
or I fall." Brave as this sentiment is, it only increases the 
mystery of Brown's delaying at Tabor. In this same letter 
to Sanborn, he wrote in high praise of Lane's speech at the 
Grasshopper Falls convention, and throughout, Lane had been 
more sympathetic to Brown than any of the other Kansas 
leaders. There is nothing to show that the injury of which 
he wrote twice to Lane was a serious one. Brown did not re
port it to Mr. Sanborn in his long letter of August 13, after 
his arrival in Tabor, nor is there any mention of it in his 
family letters of this period, so far as they have been preserved. 
True, his financial conditions had not improved, because he 
had apparently received from the East only $72.68, which. 
came from James Hunnewell, Treasurer of the Middlesex 
County Massachusetts Kansas Aid Committee.u Besides 
having Owen Brown and Hugh Forbes to aid him, he was 
in a community not only intensely Abolition, but at this 
time extremely loyal to him personally, and ready to help. 
Yet there was none of the determination to reach Kansas at 
any cost, to be expected from the iron-nerved man who cap
tured Harper's Ferry. An excuse given by Brown to Mr. San
born was the lack of news: "I had not been able to learn by 
papers or otherwise distinctly what course had been taken in 
Kansas until within a few days; and probably the less I have 
to say the better." Still, he had received a number of letters 
from friends in Kansas, and Tabor was always obtaining 
news from there. Why did he not despatch Owen Brown or 
Forbes, or go himself quietly, if he was in doubt? 

Four days after writing as above to Mr. Sanborn, Brown's 
state of mind appears from a letter of October 5 to the Adairs' 
at Osawatomie, t5 in which he said: . , 
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"I have been trying all season to get to Kansas; but have failed 
as yet through ill health, want of means to pay Freights, travelling 
expenses &c. How to act now; I do not know. If you have not already 
sent me the $95 sent for me; to my family last season; I would be 
most glad to have it come by Mr. Charles P. Tidd; if you can do it 
without distressing yourself, or family." . 

In addition, he asked for all that Mr. Adair could tell him 
about conditions in Kansas, and for "reliable Kansas late 
papers." Obviously, Brown, grim, self-willed, resolute chief
tain that he generally was, appears baffled here and lacking 
wholly in a determination to reach the scene of action at any 
cost. Whether it was because of physical disability; or fear of 
arrest and punishment for the Pottawatomie crimes; or mere 
uncertainty as to the drift of affairs in Kansas; or whether his 
mind was now so bent on Virginia that he had lost interest 
in all else, and did not wish to lose his arms; or whether the 
physical and financial difficulties were insurmountable, or 
because of all these reasons, that he lingered so long in Tabor, 
is not likely ever to become known. It will be seen that, 
when he finally reached Kansas, he stayed but a few days, 
was practically in hiding, and gave more time and thought 
to securing recruits for Harper's Ferry than to anything 
else. 

At least one of the Massachusetts backers was impatient 
and angry at the delay, - Thomas Wentworth Higginson, 
then, as always in the Abolition days, flaming for quick and 
vigorous action. To soothe his discontent, Mr. Sanborn wrote 
to him thus on September I I, in defence of Brown:" 

" •.• You do not understand Brown's circumstances .••• He 
is as ready for a revolution as any other man, and is now on the 
borders of Kansas safe from arrest but prepared for action, but he 
needs money for his present expenses, and active support. I believe 
he is the best Disunion champion you can find, and with his hundred 
men, when he is put where he can raise them, and drill them (for he 
has an expert drill officer with him) will do more to split the Union 
than a list of 50,000 names for your Convention, good as that is. 

"What I am trying to hint at is that the friends of Kansas are 
looking with strange apathy at a movement which has all the ele
ments of fitness and success - a good plan, a tried leader, and a 
radical purpose. If you can do anything for it now, in God's name 
do it - and the ill result of the new policy in Kansas may be pre
. vented. " 
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This letter is of special value in view of subsequent efforts 
to make Brown appear as one who had no sympathy with the 
disunion doctrines of the radical wing of the Abolitionists." 
The fact remains that at this time Brown himself was not 
willing to do and dare at any cost, and was unable to triumph 
over the obstacles that confronted him at Tabor, until finan
cial aid finally came from E. B. Whitman in Lawrence. The 
latter reported to Mr. Stearns, under date of October 25," 
that he had borrowed one hundred and fifty dollars to send 
to Brown, who would be at Lawrence II a week from Tuesday 
[November 3] at a very important council, Free State Cen
tral Com., Ter. Executive Com., Vigilance Committee of 52, 
Generals and Capts of the entire organization." "By great 
sacrifice," wrote Lane to Brown on October 30," "we have 
raised, & send by Mr. Tidd, $150. I trust the money will be 
used to get the guns to Kansas, or as near as possible. • • • 
One thing is certain: if they are to do her any good, it will be 
in the next few days. Let nothing interfere in bringing them 
on." This time Brown accepted the money, - he also received 
one hundred dollars from the Adairs at this juncture, - and 
entered Kansas, without, however, gratifying Lane by bring
ing in the arms. He set out on November 2, parting from 
Forbes at Nebraska City, and drove straight to the vicinityof 
Lawrence, where he stopped at the home of E. B. Whitman, 
arriving after the council at which Mr. Whitman had hoped 
for his presence - probably on November 5. 

He stayed but two days with Mr. Whitman,· obtaining 
tents and bedding and some more money, five hundred dol
lars, from that able agent of the Massachusetts Kansas Com
mittee, who, in the following February, could not conceal his 
vexation at Brown's disappearance from Kansas. Mter 
receiving the supplies, wrote Mr. Whitman,lOO 

II he then left, declining to tell me or anyone where he was going 
or where he could be found, pledging himself, however, that if 
difficulties should occur he would be on hand and pledging his life 
to redeem Kansas from slavery. Since then nothing has been heard 
of him and I know of no one, not even his most intimate friends, 

• Among those he saw at this time WIUI WDliam A. Phillips, who recorded in the 
AIl4f1lie Monthly for December, 1879, the outlines of their convenation, which 
hoerroneouslyp1aced in February, 1857, inItead of November of that year. 
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who know where he is. In the meantime he has been much wanted. 
and very great dissatisfaction has. been expressed at his course and 
now I do not know as even his services would be demanded in any 
emergency. ,. 

It is interesting to note in this connection that, in Novem
ber, 1857, a Free State "Squatters' Court" was organized in 
the southern Kansas counties of Linn, Anderson and Bour
bon, for the trial of contested land claims and similar cases. 
In order to inspire terror, the judge of the court was called 
"Old Brown," although John Brown was distant from the 
Territory. Dr. Rufus Gilpatrick was elected judge of the 
court. IDl If John Brown was absent, his reputation was on 
hand and in service. 

Within a week, Brown was in Topeka, from which place he 
reported as follows to Mr~ Steams: 101 

DEAR FllIEND 
TOPBKA. KANSAS T. 16th Nov 18S7 

I have now been in Kansas for more than a Week: & for about 
Two days with Mr. Whitman, & other friends at Lawrence. I find 
matters Quite unsettled; but am decidedly of the opinion that there 
will be no use for the Arms or ammunition here before another 
Spring. I have them all safe. & togetw unbroken: & mean to keel' 
,hem so: until I can see how the matter will be finally terminated. 
I have many calls uppon me for their distribution; but shall do no 
such thing until I am satisfyed that they are really needed. I mean 
to be busily; but very quietly engaged in perfecting my arangements 
during the Winter. Whether the troubles in Kansas will continue or 
not; will probably depend on the action of Congress the coming 
Winter. Mr. Whitman has paid me $500 for you which will meet 
present wants as I am keeping only a small family. Before get
ting your letter saying to me not to draw on you for the $7000 (by 
Mr. Whitman) I had fully determined not to do it unless driven 
to the last extremity. I did not mean thoJ the secret service money 
I asked for; should come out of you; & hope it may not. Please 
make this hasty line answer for friend Sanborn; & for other friends 
for this time. May God bless you all; is the earnest wish of your 
greatly obliged Friend 

JOHN BROWN 

P S If I do not use the Arms & Ammunition in tJdual service; 
I intend to restore them unharmed; but you mus' no' flatter your· 
self on that score too soon. 

Yours in Truth 
J B 
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To the Adairs he wrote on November 17: 101 II I have been 
for some days in the territory but keeping very quiet, & 
looking about to see how the land lies. We left Tabor at once 
on the return of Mr. Tidd who brought us your letter; & $100 

cash. . . . I do not wish to have any noise about me at pre
sent; as I do not mean to • trouble Israel.' tt Kansas at that 
time was quiet enough, despite Lane's feeling that the arms 
might be needed. The election of October 5 for the new Ter
ritorial Legislature and for delegate to Congress had resulted 
in a great Free State victory. The Free State men elected 
their delegate by 4089 votes and chose thirty-three out of 
fifty-two members of the Legislature. Governor Walker set 
aside the fraudulent returns from several precincts in which 
there had been scandalous frauds; but there was no allegation 
of interference from outside the State. It is hard to understand 
what vague fears or wild schemes led Lane to think on 
October 30 that there might be some important happenings 
within the next few days. Marcus J. Parrott, the Free State 
delegate to Congress, had received his certificate of election, 
and the utmost tranquillity reigned. The Lecompton Constitu
tional convention did not, it is true, adjourn until Novem
ber 3, and the product of its deliberation, or rather of the delib
erations of the Southern leaders in Washington, was not yet 
on its way to the Capitol, where the debate over it, with 
Stephen A. Douglas opposed, was to absorb the nation for a 
period of three months, February, March and April of 1858. 
But Lane was not justified, even then, in anticipating any 
fraud or outrage calling for forcible intervention; his own 
opportunity, in which he was at his best, came later in No
vember, when, by stumping the Territory, he largely induced 
the acting Governor, Stanton, to call a special session of the 
Legislature to order the submission of the Lecompton Con
stitution to the people for approval. 

In brief, the party of peace was in the ascendant; even in 
the East there was beginning to be a realization that successes 
at the polls were more effective than uBeecher's Bibles." 
Thus Mr. Steams wrote on November 14 to E. B. Whit
man: lOt U I believe your true policy is, to meet the enemy at 
the polls, and vote them down. You can do it and should do 
it, only being prepared to defend yourselves if attacked but 
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by no means to attack them." This was treachery to BrOlVn·s 
blood-and-iron policy in the home of his friends. The decision 
of the Free State leaders to make the best of the situation and 
work under the existing Territorial government, instead of 
refusing to have anything to do with it, involved, of course, a 
complete change of policy. It touched no responsive chord in 
Brown's breast. One of his biographers remarks that there 
was no fighting for him to do in 1857 because he had done his 
work so thoroughly in 1856. Nothing could be further from 
the fact. The progress to freedom and prosperity of Kansas 
was due to several causes, but especially to an abandonment of 
the policy of carrying on an unauthorized war, and of meet
ing assassination with assassination. 

There is only one allegation that Brown came in touch with 
the Free State leaders during his brief stay in Kansas in 1857. 
There was then in existence a Free State secret society, called 
into being by fear of the Lecompton Constitutional conven
tion, and determined to prevent the success of the conspiracy 
to force slavery upon Kansas through its acts. Mr. R. 'G. 
Elliott, of Lawrence, states 106 that the society was pledged to 

"'unman' the convention soon after its adjournment, a term of 
elastic definition, meaning anything from obtaining resignations 
of officials by persuasion, to removing them by capital excision. 
Abduction was the method indicated at that juncture .... John 
Brown had recently come from Tabor, Iowa, and was in the neigh
borhood in seclusion, was communicated with by William Hutch
inson and expressed his readiness to execute the plans of the 
order but with the men exclusively of his own selection. To the 
fear expressed by Robinson that Brown would resort to bloodshed, 
Hutchinson gave assurance that Brown pledged his faith to be 
governed strictly by the expressed wishes of the order, and further
more that he had surveyed the situation at Lecompton and that he 
could seize Calhoun [the head of the Constitutional convention] and 
carry him to a place within one hundred miles where he could hold 
him safely for three months." 

But the scheme was blocked by Calhoun's removing to St. 
Joseph. 

The most important result of this visit of Brown to Kansas 
was his recruiting his first men for the Harper's Ferry raid. 
No sooner had he reached Mr. Whitman's than he sent for 
John E. Cook, whom he had met after the battle of Black Jack, 
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before the dispersal of his forces by Colonel Sumner. IN When 
Cook came, Brown informed him simply that he was engaged 
in organizing a company for the purpose of putting a stop to 
the aggressions of the pro-slavery forces. Cook agreed to join 
him, and recommended Richard Realf, Luke F. Parsons and 
R. J. Hinton. On Sunday, November 8, Cook and Parsons 
had a long talk with Brown in the vicinity of Lawrence, and 
a few days later, Cook received a .note asking him to join 
Brown, with Parsons if possible, on Monday, November 16, at 
a Mrs. Sheridan's, two miles south of Topeka. They were to 
bring their arms, ammunition and clothing. Cook made all 
his preparations to meet Brown at the time appointed, but 
had to go alone. He stayed with Brown a day and a half at 
Mrs. Sheridan's, and then went to Topeka, where they were 
joined by Aaron D. Stevens (Charles Whipple), Charles W. 
Moffet and John H. Kagi. They at once left Topeka for Ne
braska City, and camped at night on the prairie northeast of 
Topeka. What followed, Cook stated in his Harper's Ferry 
confession: 

"Here, for the first, I learned that we were to leave Kansas, to 
attend a military school during the winter. It was the intention 
of the party to go to Ashtabula County, Ohio. Next morning 
[November 18] I was sent back to Lawrence to get a draft of 
$80. cashed [$82.50 according to Brown's memorandum-book], and 
to get Parsons, Realf and Hinton to go back with me. I got the 
draft cashed. Capt. Brown had given me orders to take boat to 
St. Joseph, Mo., and stage from there to Tabor, Iowa, where he 
would remain for a few days. I had to wait for Realf for three or four 
days; Hinton eould not leave at that time. I started with Realf and 
Parsons on a stage for Leavenworth. The boats had stopped run
ning on account of the ice. Stayed one day at Leavenworth, and 
then left for Weston where we took stage for St. Joseph, and from 
thence to Tabor. I found C. P. Tidd and Leeman at Tabor. Our 
party now consisted of Capt. John Brown, Owen Brown, A. D. 
Stef.hens, Chas Moffett, C. P. Tidd, Richard Robertson [Richard
son, Col. Richard Realf, L. F. Parsons, W. M. Leeman and my
self.- We stopped some days at Tabor, making preparations to 
start. Here we louna that Cap' Brovm's ultimate destination was 1M 
Slate 01 Vvginia." 

The very day that Brown wrote to the Adairs, U I may find 
it best to go back to Iowa," he set off for Tabor. The vacilla-

• Cook overlooked here John H. Kaci, who was a1ao present. 
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tion of the last three months was over. His whole soul wasnow 
wrapped up in his Harper's Ferry plan; Kansas was thence
forth forgotten. Upon her further struggles for freedom, her 
soil watered by his children's" tears and blood," he turned his 
back; his readiness to die for her if necessary was put aside. 
He would never have returned to the Territory, had not 
untoward and unexpected circumstances compelled him to 
resume the r6le of border chieftain in 1858. Henceforth his 
whole energies were concentrated on "troubling Israel" in 
Virginia. . 
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CHAPTER IX 

A CONVENTION AND A POSTPONEMENT 

JOHN BROWN'S newest recruits, Cook, Realf and Parsons, did 
not take kindly to the announcement, at Tabor, that Virginia 
was to be the scene of their armed operations against slavery. 
Warm words passed between Cook and their leader, for Cook, 
like Realf and Parsons, had supposed that they were to be 
trained to operate against Border Ruffians only. 1 After a good 
deal of wrangling, Cook stated, they agreed to continue, as 
they had not the means to return to Kansas, and the rest 
of the party were so anxious that they should go on with 
them. Like their associates, these three men were adventur
ous spirits, spoiled, like thousands of others, by the Kansas 
troubles for leading a quiet and settled life. Anything that 
smacked of excitement irresistibly appealed to them. Most 
of them were very young; I some had seen their names in the 
newspapers because of their warfare in Kansas, and were not 
averse to further notoriety and the chance to make reputa
tions for themselves. All of them were steadfast opponents of 
slavery and ready to go to any lengths to undermine it. But 
beyond all this, in the dominating spirit of John Brown himself 
must be found the true reason for their readiness to join so 
desperate a venture as Brown outlined to them. There was, 
Mr. Parsons testifies, a magnetism about Brown as difficult for 
these simpler men to resist as for the philosophers at Concord.' 
He walked now more than ever like an old man, and made the 
impression of one well on toward threescore and ten, when not 
yet fifty-eight years old, with hair that was not white but gray. 
Yet there was as little doubt about his vigor and strength as 
there was of the intensity of his hatred of slavery. To his new 
followers Brown declared that" God had created him to be the 
deliverer of slaves the same as Moses had delivered the children 
of Israel; tt 4 and they found nothing in this statement to make 
them doubt his sanity, or that seemed inherently improbable. 
A fanatic they recognized him to be; hut fanatics have at all 
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times drawn satellites to them, even when the alliance meant 
certain death. And so Parsons, Realf and Cook, like Leeman, 
Tidd and Kagi - the latter a man of unusual parts - were 
content to go onward across Iowa. During their brief stay in 
Tabor, Brown offered to take his men, go to Nebraska City, 
and rescue from jail a slave who had run away and had lost his 
arm when captured, if the Tabor people would pay the actual 
expenses. He promised to put the slave into their hands, but 
they were afraid of the consequences and did not give him the 
means.' 

It was on the long wintry journey to Springdale, Iowa, with 
two wagons laden with the Sharp's rifles and ammunition, that 
the details of the Virginia venture were gradually discussed. 
The caravan left the friendly hamlet of Tabor on December 
4, according to the diary of Owen Brown, valuable fragments 
of which survived the Harper's Ferry raid.' "Took leave of 
Tabor folks perhaps for the last time," and "started for Iowa 
City, Springdale and Ohio," are the entries which record the 
departure. Progress was slow, for all of the men walked and 
the weather was bitter cold; sometimes it is recorded that 
"Father used harsh words" in keeping the party, and particu
larly the son, in hand. They camped by the wayside, avoiding 
towns as much as possible, and made up in warmth of debate 
for the heat they lacked otherwise. On December 8 the entry 
reads: 

.. Cold, wet and snowy; hot discussion upon the Bible and war 
.•. warm argument upon the effects of the abolition of slavery upon 
the Southern States, Northern States, commerce and manufactures, 
also upon the British provinces and the civilized world; whence 
came our civilization and origin? Talk about prejudices against 
color; question proposed for debate,-greatest general, Washing
ton or Napoleon." 

This is an excellent sample of the wide range of the daily 
talks through the five months these strongly marked charac
ters were leagued together. The diary concludes on this day: 
"Very cold night; prairie wolves howl nobly; bought and car
ried hay on our backs two and a half miles; some of the men 
a little down in the mouth - distance travelled 20 miles." 
Fortunately, these travellers were inured to hardships. Their 
skill with the rifle aided in_eking out their limited commissary. 
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Sundays they stayed in camp. Evenings were frequently spent 
in singing, by Brown's request; he always joined with a hearty 
good-will and named the pieces that he wanted sung, such as 
"The Slave has seen the Northern Star," "From Greenland's 
Icy Mountains," etc. In this amusement Stevens led; for he 
had an exquisite voice, with clear, bugle notes. On Christmas 
Day they passed Marengo, a town about thirty miles from 
Iowa City; and presumably reached their immediate destina
tion, Springdale, fifteen miles beyond Iowa City, on the third 
day thereafter. . 

On December 29. according to John Brown's own diary, 
Realf began to board with James Townsend, mine host of the 
tavern at West Branch, known as the Traveller's Rest. Of this 
Quaker Boniface unsupported tradition has it that when 
Brown, dismounting from a mule at his door on the trip 
through Iowa in October, 1856, asked Townsend whether he 
had heard of John Brown, the tavern-keeper, "without reply
ing, took from his vest pocket a piece of chalk and, removing 
Brown's hat, marked it with a large X; he then replaced the 
hat and solemnly decorated the back of Brown's coat with 
two large X marks; lastly he placed an X on the back of the 
mule." All of which pantomime was an indication that Brown 
and his animals were on the free list of the hotel. 7 

\. On the 29th, at noon, the other ten members of Brown's 
party began to board with John H. Painter, a friendly Quaker 
at Springdale, with whom they remained until January II, 
when they moved to the farmhouse of William Maxson, some 
distance from the village, which still stands, albeit in a condi
tion of growing ill-repair.' One dollar and a half a week was 
the moderate price asked for each man's board, "not" includ~ 
ing Washing nor extra lights." Here Brown speedily found it 
necessary to abandon his plan to continue on to Ashtabula in 
his adopted State. He was unable to sell his teams and wagons 
for cash; the financial panic of 1857 was now in full swing; 
board was cheap at Springdale, and the village itself was as 
remote a place, and as little likely to be thought the scene of 
plottings against the peace of a sovereign American state, as 
any hamlet in the country. Moreover, Mr. Maxson was ready 
to take the teams and wagons off Brown's hands and pay 
(or them by boarding his men. It was a fortunate arrange-
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ment all around, and it left the leader free to go eastward and 
unfold to his New England friends the precise nature of the 
assault on Israel upon which he was now embarked. 

On January IS, 1858, before he left for the East, Brown did, 
however, go with some of his men into even greater details of 
his Virginia plan than on the winter's trip across Iowa. To 
Parsons, for instance, he here mentioned Harper's Ferry for 
the first time, but without speaking of an attack upon the 
arsenal. John Henrie Kagi knew this Virginia district well, 
and Brown's plan, as it was at this time, commended itself 
to his mind, which was severely analytical and not given to 
enthusiasms. 

Just what the plan for the raid then was, appears from 
a long letter of Hugh Forbes, of May 14, 1858, to Dr. S. G. 
Howe, detailing his differences of opinion with Brown and 
demanding that he and his men be disarmed.' As soon as he 
reached Tabor, in August, 1857, Forbes says, they compared 
notes as to the coming attack on slavery in Virginia and 
brought out their respective schemes. Brown proposed, with 
from twenty-five to fifty colored and white men, well armed 
and taking with them a quantity of spare arms, "to beat up 
a slave quarter in Virginia." Forbes objected to this that: 

"No preparatory notice having been given to the slaves (no no
tice could go or with prudence be given them) the invitation to ri~ 
might, unless they were already in a state of agitation, meet with no 
response, or a feeble one. To this Brown replied that he was sure 
of a response. He calculated that he could get on the first night 
from 200 to 500. Half, or thereabouts, of this first lot he proposed 

. to keep with him, mounting 100 or so of them, and make a dash at 
Harper's Ferry manufactory destroying what he could not carry off. 
The other men not of this party were to be sub-divided into three, 
four or five distinct parties, each under two or three of the original 
band and would beat up other slave quarters whence more men 
would be sent to join him. 

"He argued that were he pressed by the U. S. troops, which after 
a few weeks might concentrate, he could easily maintain himself 
in the All~henies and that his New England partisans would in 
the meantime call a Northern Convention, restore tranquility and 
overthrow the pro-slavery administration. This, I contended, could 
at most be a mere local explosion. A slave insurrection, being from 
the very nature of things deficient in men of education and experi
ence would under such a system as B. proposed be either a flash 
in the pan or would leap beyond his control, or any control, when it 
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would become a scene of mere anarchy and would assuredly be 
suppressed. On the other hand, B. considered foreign intervention 
as not impossible. As to the dream of a Northern Convention, I 
considered it as a settled fallacy. Brown's New England friends 
would not have courage to show themselves, so long as the issue 
was doubtful, see my letter to J. B. dated 23 February." 

After weeks of discussion, Brown, Forbes declared, "acqui
esced or feigned to acquiesce" in a mixed project styled "The 
Well-Matured Plan," to which Forbes assented to secure 
mutual c06peration. Forbes's own plan, it must be admitted, 
sounds much more reasonable and practical than Brown's, 
and deserves, therefore, to be made a matter of record, par
ticularly as it had without doubt its influence on Brown. It 
was as follows: 

"With carefully selected white persons to organize along the 
Northern slave frontier (Virginia and Maryland especially) a series 
of stampedes of slaves, each one of which operations would carry 
off in one night and from the same place some twenty to fifty slaves; 
this to be effected once or twice a month, and eventually once or 
twice a week along the non-contiguous parts of the line; if possible 
without conflict, only resorting to force if attacked. Slave women 
accustomed to field labor, would be nearly as useful as men. Every
thing being in readiness to pass on the fugitives, they could be 
sent with such speed to Canada that pursuit would be hopeless. In 
Canada preparations were to be made for their instruction and 
employment. Any disaster which might befall a stampede would 
at the utmost compromise those only who might be engaged in that 
single one; therefore we were not bound in good faith to the Abo
litionists (as we did not jeopardize them) to consult more than those 
engaged in this very project. Against the chance of loss by occa
sional accidents should be weighed the advantages of a series of 
successful • runs.' Slave property would thus become untenable 
near the frontier; that frontier would be pushed more and more 
Southward, and it might reasonably be expected that the excite
ment and irritation would impel the proslaveryites to commit some 
stupid blunders." 

As he stated his plan to Parsons at Springdale, Brown laid 
stress upon his determination not to fight or molest anyone, 
except to help the escaping slaves to defend themselves or to 
flee to Canada. This satisfied Parsons for the moment, but it 
is to be noted that the men left at Springdale did not much 
discuss the details of their project with one another. Owen 
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Brown's diary for February tells that on the 12th there was 
"talk about our adventures and plans." In the main, discus
sion ranged from theology and spiritualism to caloric engines, 
and covered every imaginable subject between them. Much 
talk of war and fighting there was, and drilling with wooden 
swords. Stevens, by reason of his service in the Mexican War, 
and subsequently in the United States Dragoons, was drill
master in default of Forbes. Sometimes they went into the 
woods to look for natural fortifications; again they discussed 
dislodging the enemy on a hill-top by means of "zigzag 
trenches." Forbes's' Manual' was diligently perused. Some
times the men quarrelled with one another; sometimes their 
boisterousness during their long stay irritated their peaceful 
Quaker neighbors, many of whom were but recent settlers in 
that vicinity. Some of them, Owen Brown records, suspected 
Mr. Maxson's boarders of being Mormon spies in disguise, 
and others declared that they were "no better than runa
ways" and ought to be driven out of the community, - a 
thought suggested, perhaps, by the rapidity with which they 
won for themselves sweethearts in the neighborhood by 
Othello-like tales of their adventures and daring in their Kan
sas wanderings. But some of these affairs of the heart resulted 
seriously and unfavorably to two or three of the raiders, who 
carried the scars thereof to their end. .. One of the diversions 
at their home was the trial by jury of any member violating 
certain proprieties or rules. I see that I have made a note of 
a trial given Owen for writing down in his pocket-book the 
name of a lady in the vicinity. [Miss Laura Wascott.] Owen 
pleaded guilty," IO-thus Parsons recalled an incident of the 
winter. But in the main their discipline was rigid; there were 
black marks given for misconduct, and Cook was once seri
ously and severely censured "for hugging girls in Springdale 
Legislature. " 

This was the mock body with which they beguiled the long 
winter evenings, drafting laws for an ideal" State of Topeka;" 
in it Cook, Kagi and Realf displayed their unusual powers as 
debaters. Sometimes this legislature met at Mr. Maxson's, 
more often in the village school, a mile or so away, and it fol
lowed the regulation procedure with its bills and its debates. 
Soon Realf was in demand as a speaker and lecturer. II But 
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when at Springdale he was not the poorest of the band in 
the man<Euvres and gymnastics practised in the field behind 
the Maxson house for three hours every fair day, with a view 
to developing the men physically to the utmost advantage. 
Only a few of the neighbors suspected or knew that these ex
ercises were not intended to fit the men for service in behalf 
of Kansas. Townsend of the Traveller's Rest; Maxson and 
Painter, Dr. H. C. Gill and Moses Varney were more or less 
in John Brown's confidence in 1858, and most of them tried to 
dissuade him from his project. It But, as the Eastern friends 
found out, there was no possibility of success along that line 
of argument. Brown had made up his mind to realize the plan 
of his lifetime, even though it sorely troubled the peace-Iov
ing Quaker friends at Springdale. One of them, Painter, gave 
twenty dollars to Brown, saying: "Friend, I cannot give thee 
money to buy powder and lead, but here's twenty dollars 
toward thy expenses." II 

In short, the Springdale settlement as a whole wished him 
well, despite the fact that he was emphatically a man of 
war, and that his men, as Owen Brown at this time recorded, 
believed with Jay that" he that is guilty of such oppression 
[as slavery], making it perpetual upon the posterity of the 
oppressed, might justly be killed outright." To them slavery 
was the sum of all oppression, and one of their debates was an 
inquiry into the reason why the spirit of 1776 was so lacking 
in the face of the wrongs of 1858. But this little group of 
young men, among whom was Richard Richardson, a runaway 
slave from Lexington, Missouri, who had attached himself to 
Brown at Tabor, found their stay in Springdale as care-free as 
if they had not agreed to challenge with their lives the most 
powerful of American institutions. As has been set forth at 
length in Irving B. Richman's charming and valuable essay, 
, John Brown Among the Quakers,' "the time spent in Spring
dale was a time of genuine pleasure to Brown's men. Theyen
joyed its quiet, as also the rural beauty of the village and the 
gentle society of the people." U Brown's men have all gone; 
hardly anyone remains in Springdale to tell the tale of their 
stay; the Maxson and other houses of '58 are falling into de
cay; but the quiet beauty of Springdale remains. It still con
lists of one broad street with modest frame houses surrounded 
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THE SCHOOL-HOUSE AT SPIUNGDALE, IOWA 
Where the ~Iock Legislature met 

HOUSE OF REV. JOHN TODD, TABOR, IOWA 
Where John Brown stored his guns and ammunition 
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by green and rolling fields; but the Quaker element is litde 
noticeable, and there are fewer people residing there to-day 
than fifty years ago. 

Thirteen days after leaving Tabor, John Brown was in the 
Rochester house of Frederick Douglass,11 who had so long 
been the confidant of his plan as to Virginia, and in numer
ous talks informed him that the time was ripe for the long
cherished undertaking. On the way East he had stopped in 
Lindenville, Ohio," to visit his son John and talk over with 
him the unpleasant developments in regard to Hugh Forbes, 
about which Brown had written to his son on January 15, at 
Springdale. He had decided, on receiving a violent and abu
sive letter, to correspond with Forbes through a third person; 
the malevolent spirit displayed by that adventurer making it 
necessary for his safety, if for no other reason. Forbes had not 
waited long after his return to the East - he had stopped at 
Rochester on his way to New York and obtained financial aid 
from Frederick Douglass 17_to begin, in December, 1857, a 
long series of abusive letters to all of Brown's Eastern friends 
and to the leading anti-slavery statesmen in Washington. 
Having now firmly convinced himself that he had been out
rageously treated, he took somewhat of the blackmailer's posi
tion and demanded money on pain of publishing to the world 
the facts about Brown and his plans. The needs of his family, 
whether genuine' or exaggerated, became an obsession with 
him; of Brown he demanded another six months' pay, on the 
ground that his engagement was for a year. His begging 
was endless and persistent; had he devoted but a tithe of 
the energy he put into his letters to earning a livelihood, 
he must have supported easily those dependent upon him. 
To most of those he addressed he was utterly unknown or at 
most a name; he had not, of course, any document to prove 
that he had been employed either by the Massachusetts Kan
sas Committee or the National Kansas Committee. Yet 
he insisted that he had been, -misled, perhaps, into believ
ing that the Kansas Committees were similar to the Euro
pean revolutionary bodies of which he had had experience 
or cognizance. He even forced his way, in the spring of 
1858, to Senator Henry Wilson, on the floor of the Senate, 
during a recess of that body, and retailed to him in great 
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excitement the story of his wrongs, renewing to Senator WIl
son the demand he had then for some time been making, that 

. Brown and his men be disarmed. 11 To William H. Seward he 
portrayed Brown as a II very bad man who would not keep his 
word;" .. a reckless man, an unreliable man, a vicious man." I. 

As a sample of his utterances, the following will suffice to 
show either that the man was unbalanced, or that he was 
deliberately trying to use Brown's inability to pay him more 
than six months' salary as a club to get means - whether 
earned or not - from the New England friends: 10 

"Capt. B. came to me with a letter from the Rev. Joshua Leavitt 
of the New York Independent. Upon my making inquiries of him he 
ltated that Capt. B. had no means of his own to meet any obliga
tions but that he believed him to be backed by good and responsible 
men, and that at any rate I might repose faith in his word. Brown 
on his part trusted to the New England promises made to him, 
which promises being subsequently broken (because it was imagined 
that the border ruffians had abandoned Kansas) he of course could 
not fulfill his compact with me, and when I remonstrated, the hu
manitarians replied 'We do not know you - We made no engage
ment with you;' while Brown said • Be quiet do not weaken my 
hand;' and when I refused to be quiet, since my children were being 
killed by slow torture through the culpability of the humanitarians, 
then B. denies his obligation to me rather than displease the men 
of money. The humanitarians and Brown are guilty of perfidy and 
barbarity, to which may be added stupidity .... You do not take 
into consideration that you are perpetrating an atrocious wrong, 
while I am struggling to save my family. I am the natural protector 
of my children, nothing but death shall prevent my defending them 
against the barbarity of the New England speculators." 

He was by this time charging that the whole Virginia pro
posal was a scheme of A. A. Lawrence and others interested in 
New England mills, to make money by temporarily causing 
an increase in the price of cotton through the panic bound to 
follow Brown's attack. 

On February 9, Brown wrote to his son John, directing him 
to reply to a letter from Forbes in the following disingenuous 
terms: II 

"Your letter to my father, of 27th January, after mature reflec
tion, I have decided to return 10 you, as I am unwilling he should, 
with all his other cares, difficulties and trials, be vexed with what 
I am apprehensive he will accept as highl, oJlensirJe and insultin" 
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while I know that he is disposed to do all he consistently can for 
you, and will do so unless you are yourself the cause of his disgust. 
I was trying to send you a little assistance myself, - say about 
forty dollars; but I must hold up till I feel different from what I do 
now. I understood from my father that he had advanced you already 
six hundred dollars, or six months' pay (disappointed as he has been) 
to to provide for familYi and that he was 

dollars per just as much time 
his service. Now, letter undertake 
say that he had engaged you for 
not accept it or told to state 
untruth. Again, suspect you have greatly 

the man, if you suppose he will take it kindly in you, or any living 
man, to assume to instruct him how he should conduct his own busi
ness and correspondence. And I suspect that the seemingly spiteful 
letters you say you have written to some of his particular friends 
have not only done you great injury, but also weakened his hands 
with them. While I have, in my poverty, deeply sympathized with 

family, who, I ask, is likely to be moved 
wicked and spiteful your part, or is 

by you as to 

Brown explained wished to 
sharp well-merited rebuke affect Forbes; 
the desired effect, they would send forty dollars. "I am anx
ious," Brown added, "to understand him fully before we go 
any further. • .. " 

While the Forbes matter was doubtless much on his mind 
during his stay of three weeks with Frederick Douglass, his 
chief was to bring meeting of his 

generous supporters Smith's, in P" .. ",-ty ... n 

half of February, declined a call 
Sanborn to visit because: 22 

almost impossible to pass through 
Springfield, or any of those points, on my way to Boston; & not 
have it known; & my reasons for keeping quiet were such that when 
I left Kansas; I kept it from every friend there,. & I suppose it is still 
understood that I am hiding somewhere in the territory; & such will 
be the idea; un till it comes to be generally known that I am in these 
parts. I want to continue that impression as long as I can; or 
the , , . My reasons still are sufficient 

, me my Wife,' & as I long to dQ 

Brown had written 
mind at being 
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devising a way of meeting some one of the deserted North 
Elba homestead: 

"The anxiety I feel to see my Wife; & Children once more; I 
am unable to describe. . • • The cries of my poor sorrowstricken de
spairing Children whoose 'tears on their cheeks' are eoer in my Eye,· 
& whose sighs are eoer in my Ears; may however prevent my enjoy
ing the happiness 1 so much desire. But courage, courage, Coura,e 
the great work of my life (the unseen Hand that' girded me; & who 
has indeed holden my right hand may hold it still;) though 1 have not 
known Him;' at all as I ought:) 1 may yet see accomplished; (God 
helping;) & be permitted to return, & rest at Evening." 

: To Thomas Wentworth Higginson he thus appealed: u 

. "I now want to get for the perfecting of BY FAR the most impor
to,nt undertaking of my whole life; from '500, to S8oo, within the 
next Sixty days. 1 have written Rev Theodore Parker, George L. 
Stearns, and F. B. Sanborn Esqur, on the subject; but do not know 
as either Mr Steams, or Mr Sanborn, are abolitionists 1 suppose 
they are. Can you be induced to opperate at Worcester, & elsewhere 
during that time to raise from Anti-slavery men & women (or any 
other part.ies) some part of that amount? •.. Hope this is my last 
effort 10 the begging line." 

Higginson could not go to Peterboro, neither could Mr. 
Steams; moreover, Brown's letters failed to interest them 
because of their indefiniteness. To Mr. Sanborn the invitation 
was particularly attractive because of the presence at Gerrit 
Smith's of a classmate, Edwin Morton, then a tutor in Mr. 
Smith's family. "Our old and noble friend, Captain John 
Brown of Kansas arrives this evening," is the entry in Gerrit 
Smith's diary on February 18, 1858,26 and his welcome was in 
keeping with these words. For Brown this worthy philanthro
pist conceived a genuine affection, which appears in the later 
letters to the raider, and not even in the Steams or Russell 
homes was he a more welcome guest. On this, the most impor
tant of all visits, he lost no time in unfolding his plans to his 
generous patron, and on the 24th he was able to write to his 
family:" "Mr. Smith & family go all lengths with me,"
a significant phrase in view of Mr. Smith's subsequent efforts 
to make it appear that he was not really cognizant of the 
lengths to which Brown's plan was to carry them. The final 
and most important exchange of views was held when Mr. 
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Sanborn arrived, on Washington's Birthday. What took place 
then has been set forth in detail by Mr. Sanborn at various 
times." In an upper room of the Smith mansion, Brown" un
folded his plans" for a campaign somewhere in slave territory 
east of the Alleghanies, and read to them, so Mr. Sanborn 
records, 

II the singular constitution drawn up by him [in the Frederick 
Douglass house in Rochester] for the government of the territory, 
small or large, which he might rescue by force from slavery, and for 
the control of his own little band. It was an amazing proposition 
-desperate in its character, wholly inadequate in its provision 
of means, and of most uncertain result. Such as it was, Brown 
had set his heart on it as the shortest way to restore our slave
cursed republic to the principles of the Declaration of Independ
ence; and he was ready to die In its execution - as he did." 

Amazing proposition that it was, Brown's auditors gave 
him respectful attention until after midnight, "proposing 
objections and raising difficulties; but nothing could shake the 
purpose of the old Puritan." He was able in some fashion to 
meet every criticism of his plans, to suggest a plausible way 
out of every difficulty, while to the chief objection, the slender 
means for undertaking a war upon the dominating American 
institution, he opposed merely a Scriptural text: U If God be 
for us, who can he against us?" He wanted to open his cam
paign in the spring; all he needed was five hundred or eight 
hundred dollars, for he now had the arms and sufficient men. 
UNo argument could prevail against his fixed purpose." The 
discussion went over until the next day; and despite the fool
hardiness of the venture, despite the strange Constitution, 
which to many minds remains the strongest indictment of 
Brown's sanity, his will prevailed. He did not at this time, 
Mr. Sanborn testifies, speak specifically of starting at Har
per's Ferry or taking the arsenal; the point of departure was 
left vague, but the general outlines were about as he had 
described them to Forbes. Back of it all, in his head, was the 
purpose of setting the South afire and precipitating a conflict. 
Finally, says Mr. Sanborn:· 

.. We saw we must either stand by him or leave him to dash himself 
alone against the fortress be was determined. to assault. To with· 
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hold aid would only delay, not prevent him. As the sun was setting 
over the snowy hills of the regIon where we met, I walked for an 
hour with Gerrit Smith among woods and fields (then included in 
his broad manor) which his father purchased of the Indians and 
bequeathed to him. Brown was left at home by the fire, discussing 
points of theology with Charles Stewart [Stuart]. Mr. Smith re
stated in his eloquent way the daring propositions of Brown, whose 
import he understood fully, and then said in substance: 'You see 

, how it is; our dear old friend has made up his mind to this course, 
and cannot be turned from it. We cannot give him up to die alone; 
we must support him. I will raise so many hundred dollars for him; 
you must lay the case before your friends in Massachusetts, and 
ask them to do as much. I see no other way.' I had come to the 
same conclusion, and by the same process of reasoning. It was done 
far more from our regard for the man than from hopes of immediate 
success." 

I- -
- Well might Brown rejoice. With Mr. Smith's wealth and 
influence behind him, it could now be only a short while before 
he would have in hand the small sum he asked, and be actually 
in battle with the forces of slavery. 

Mr. Sanborn left on February 24 for Boston, ready to work 
for the plan there and summon a gathering of a trusted few 
who could be counted on to put their shoulders to the wheel. 
He had scarcely left when Brown, in his exaltation and exulta
tion of spirit, sent him these characteristic lines: II 

My DEAR FRIEND 
Mr Morton has taken the liberty of saying to me that you felt 
~ inclined to make a common cause with me. I greatly rejoice at 
this; for I believe when you come to look at the ample field I labour 
in: & the rich harvest which (not only this entire country, but) the 
whole world during the present & future generations may reap from 
its successful cultivation: you will feel that you are out of your ele
ment until you find you are in it; an entire Unit. What an incon
ceivable amount of good you might so effect; by your counsel, your 
example, your encouragement, your natural, & ac~u';'retl ability,· for 
active service. And then how fiery little we can possibly loose? Cer
tainly the cause is enough to l.we for; if not to-_· for. I have only 
had this one opportunity in a life of nearly Sixty years, & could I be 
continued Ten times as long again, I might not again have another 
equal opportunity. God has honored but comparatively a fiery 
small part of mankind with any possible chance for such mighty & 
80ul satisfying rewards. But my dear friend if you should make up 
your mind to do so I trust it will be wholly from the promptings of 

• Word omitted. 
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your own spirit; after having thoroughly counted the cost. I would 
flatter no man into such a measure if I could do it ever so easily. I 
"?eft nothing but to "endure hardness": but I expect to effect a 
IDlghty conquest even though it be like the last victory of Samson. 
I felt for a number of years in earlier life: a steady, strong, desire; 
10 die: but since I saw any prospect of becoming a " reaper" in the 
great harvest I have not only felt quite willing to lwe: but have 
enjoyed life much; & am now rather anxious to live for a few years 
more. 

On the same day, Brown left Peterboro for the home of 
Dr. and Mrs. J. N. Gloucester, a well-to-do colored couple 
of Brooklyn, who by wise investments and steady industry 
had accumulated a fortune.·D To them he revealed his plan, 
with full confidence in their ability to keep a secret, just as he 
got into frank communication with J. W. Loguen, a negro of 
Syracuse. These and other colored people assisted him with 
counsel and funds, came to believe whole-heartedly in the 
success of his project, and remained faithful to the end. On 
the 11th of March, Brown was in Philadelphia, where he met 
on the 15th, at the residence of the Rev. Stephen Smith in 
Lombard Street, a little group of colored men, among them 
Frederick Douglass, the Rev. Henry H. Garnett and William 
Still.at To them, too, with surprising but justified faith in the 
ability of numbers to keep so important a conspiracy to them
selves, Brown stated his project and appealed for men and 
money, and John Brown, Jr., seconded him, for he had met his 
father in Philadelphia .to discuss his own part in the great 
undertaking. His father wished him to take a trip to U Bed
ford, Chambersburg, Gettysburg, and Uniontown, in Pennsyl
vania, travelling slowly along, and inquiring of every one on 
the way or every family of the right stripe." He also urged 
his son to go u even to Harper's Ferry." II William Still, long 
an active Underground Railroad worker in Philadelphia, was 
especially valuable in this time, because of his knowledge of 
the Pennsylvania routes and stations. 

All through this period Brown was endeavoring to enlist new 
recruits. He counted on Frederick Douglass, and the survivors 
of his family still feel that the great colored orator failed, when 
the real test came, to live up to his obligations. II A particu
lar disappointment at this period in 1858 was his inability to 
reenlist his son-in-law, Henry Thompson, whose services and 
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bravery in Kansas had so commended themselves to him. Of 
his daughter Ruth he asked whether any plan could 

.. be devised whereby you could let Henry go 'to school' (as you 
expressed it in your letter to him while in Kansas:) I would rather 
NOW have him' for another term': than to have a Hundred average 
schollars. I have a PARTICULAR &: VERY IMPORTANT; (but not danger
ous) place for HIM to.fill; in the 'school'; & I know of NO MAN living; 
so well adapted to fill it. I am quite confident some way can be 
devised; so that 'You; iii 'Your children could be unth him; & be quite 
happy even: & safe but 'God,forbid,' me to Batter you into trouble. 
I did not do it before." 14 

The daughter replied in doubt, asking what the post of 
his duty was to be, and saying that her husband felt that too 
high an estimate had been placed on his .. qualifications as 
a scholar." Ruth's desire to preserve her husband's life con
quered in the end her wish to be of service to her father and 
the great cause of the Brown family." To this Mr. Thompson 
probably owes the fact that he is still, at this writing, in the 
land of the living. 

Before his Philadelphia conference, Brown had made a 
hasty trip to Boston, where he met Higginson, Parker, Howe, 
Sanborn and Steams, at the American House during his four 

. days' stay from March 5 to 8. To Mr. Parker he wrote, on 
March 7, asking his aid in "composing a substitute for an 
address you saw last 5e'ason, directed to the officers and sol
diers of the United States Army." He had never been able to 
clothe his ideas in language to satisfy himself, but he tried to 
tell the great pUlpit orator what he wanted, in these words: .. 

"In the first place, it must be short, or it will not be generally 
read. It must be in the simplest or plainest language; without the 
least affectation of the scholar about it, and yet be worded with 
great clearness and power. The anonymous writer must (in the 
language of the Paddy) be 'after others,' and not 'after himself, 
at all, at all.' If the spirit that 'communicated' Franklin's Poor 
Richard (or some other good spirit) would dictate, I think it would 
be quite as well employed as the 'dear sister spirits' have been 
for some years past. The address should be appropriate, and par
ticularly adapted to the peculiar circumstances we anticipate, 
and should look to the actual change of service from that of Satan 
to the service of God. It should be, in short, a most earnest and 
powerful appeal to man's sense of right, and to their feelings of 
humanity.' 
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Brown also asked for a similar short address, 

II appropriate to the peculiar circumstances, intended for all per
sons, old and young, male and female, slaveholding and non-slave
holding, to be sent out broadcast over the entire nation. So by 
every male and female prisoner on being set at liberty, and to be 
read by them during confinement." 

Particularly striking is this passage, since it foreshadows 
exactly his treatment of his prisoners at Harper's Ferry: 

liThe impressions made on prisoners by kindness and plain deal
ing, instead of barbarous and cruel treatment, such as they might 
give, and instead of being slaughtered like vile reptiles, as they might 
very naturally expect, are not only powerful, but lasting. Females 
are susceptible of being carried away entirely by the kindness of an 
intrepid and magnanimous soldier, even when his bare name was 
but a terror the day previous." , 

By this appeal Mr. Parker was not moved, his only reply 
being to send to Brown Captain George B. McClellan's 
recently issued report on the armies of Europe. aT That Brown 
was much concerned with the reading of his followers ap
pears from his asking Mr. Sanborn, in February, for copies of 
Plutarch's 'Lives,' Irving's 'Life of Washington,' the best 
written I Life of Napoleon' and other similar books, for use at 
Springdale. II 

Some idea of the method of raising the funds for Brown 
appears from Mr. Sanborn's letters of this period to Mr. 
Higginson. On March 8 he reported:'I' 

II Hawkins * has gone to Philadelphia today, leaving his friends 
to work for him. fwoo is the sum set to be raised here - of which 
yourself, Mr. Parker, Dr. Howe, Mr. Stearns and myself each are 
assessed to raise fwo - Some may do more - perhaps you cannot 
come up to that - nor I, possibly - But of $500 we are sure
and the fIooo in all probability .... Hawkins goes to prepare 
agencies for his business near where he will begin operations. Dr. 
Cabot knows something of the speculation, but not the whole, not 
being quite prepared to take stock. No others have been admitted 
to a share in the business, though G. R. Russell has been consulted." 

A meeting was called for March 20, at Dr. Howe's rooms, 
to discuss raising funds, in Mr. Stearns's name. The next day 
Mr. Sanborn stated that: 

* Bnnna. 
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.. Mr. Steams is Treasurer of the "enterprise for N. E. - and has 
now on hand $150 having paid H--$I00 .•.. Mr. Steams has 
given $100 & promises $200 more, but holds it back for a future 
emergency. Mr. Parker has raised his $100 & will do something 
more. Dr. H. has paid in $50 and will raise $100 more .•.. I paid 
Brown $25 - my own subscription - but have as yet been able 
to get nothing else - though I shall do so." 40 

By April I there were three hundred and seventy-five dol
lars in hand, but three weeks later, Brown had received only 
four hundred and ten dollars and was calling urgently for 
the remainder of the one thousand dollars promised. In all 
he received at this time only about six hundred dollars, 
together wi th other sums raised in N ew York and Philadelphia 
- a pittance, indeed, with which to begin his crusade. Mr. 
Higginson early did his share. His interview with Brown in 
March had made so deep an impression upon him that he was 
thereafter ready to do and dare with Brown with unflinching 
courage. As it is often said that Brown's chief success lay 
in influencing weaker minds, it is worth noting the impres. 
sion a single talk with him made upon this able and virile 
Worcester clergyman: 

,i I met him in his room at the American House [No. 126] in March, 
1858. I saw before me a man whose mere appearance and bearing 
refuted in advance some of the strange perversions which have 
found their way into many books, and which often wholly missed 

" the type to which he belonged. In his thin, worn, resolute face there 
were the signs of a fire which might wear him out, and practically 
did so, but nothing of pettiness or baseness; and his talk was calm, 
persuasive, and coherent. He was simply a high-minded, unselfish, 
belated Covenanter; a man whom Sir Walter Scott might have 
drawn, but whom such writers as Nicolay and Hay, for instance, 
have utterly failed to delineate. To describe him in their words as 
'clean but coarse' is curiously wide of the mark; he had no more 
of coarseness than was to be found in Habakkuk Mucklewrath or 
in George Eliot's Adam Bede; he had, on the contrary, that religious 
elevation which is itself a kind of refinement; the quality one may 
see expressed in many a venerable Quaker face at yearly meeting. 
Coarseness absolutely repelled him; he was so strict as to the de
meanor of his men that his band was always kept small, while that 
of Lane Was large; he had little humor, and none of the humorist's 
temptation toward questionable conversation." U 

On one of his Boston visits, Brown also met the Rev. James 
Fre~an Clarke at Senator Sumner's residence, according 
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to Mr. Clarke, U where Brown begged to see the coat worn 
by the Senator when he was attacked, and "looked at it as a 
devotee would contemplate the relic of a saint." This was his 
only recorded meeting with the victim of Preston Brooks's as
sault, the news of which had so stirred Brown and his men 
prior to the Pottawatomie murders. 

From Philadelphia, John Brown and John, Jr., made a brief 
visit to New Haven and New York; at the latter place the 
well-known Gibbons and Hopper families, prominent among 
the anti-slavery Quakers, were now assisting him. Thence 
they went direct to North Elba, on what was to have been a 
farewell visit prior to the risking of their lives, arriving on 
March 23.48 By April 2 they were at Gerrit Smith's, again 
under way, and found Mr. Smith as encouraging as usual. 
After a day spent in discussing the Virginia plan, they left for 
Rochester, where they separated on April 5, Brown heading 
for St. Catherine's, Canada, where he arrived on the 7th in 
company with his colored helper, J. W. Loguen.u Here he 
met by appointment a remarkable negro woman, Harriet 
Tubman, known as the "Moses of her People," whom he now 
relied upon to work for him among the escaped slaves then 
living in large numbers in Canada West, as he later hoped 
that she would be a chief guide to the North of the slaves he 
wished to free in the neighborhood of Harper's Ferry. Of 
her Brown wrote that she was" the most of a man, naturally, 
that I ever met with." Well might she win his admiration, 
for her exploits in leading runaway slaves to freedom, at the 
risk of her own life, form one of the most moving and thrilling 
stories of the entire struggle against slavery. 

At this time there were some thirty to forty thousand 
colored people in Upper Canada, and about twelve hundred in 
Toronto, some of them free-born and in good circumstances; 
a great majority, "freight" of the Underground Railroad.U 

At Buxton, near the shore of Lake Erie, was the "Elgin Asso
ciation," a model colony for escaped slaves; and not far from 
this was Chatham, chief town of the County of Kent, also a 
favorite place for the colored men who had found under the 
British flag the personal liberty denied them under the stars 
and stripes. Here were some well-to-do colored farmers and 
mechanics, who had established a good school, Wilberforce 
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Institute, for the education of their children, several churches 
and a newspaper of their own. 41 Brown soon made up his mind 
that this would be the best place for the convention of his fol .. 
lowers upon which he had now set his heart. He was not will=
ing to commence his raid upon slavery without some formal
ity. Just as he had drawn up regular by-laws for his Kansas 
company to sign, so he now wished to inaugurate his move
ment only with a certain ceremonial. It would have been 
cheaper and easier to have gone direct to the scene of action 
in Virginia, but his mind was set on his convention, upon 
which he also counted to draw to his enterprise some, if not 
many, of the escaped slaves in Canada \\'est. 

His visit to St. Catherine's with J. W. Loguen was, there
fore, in the nature of a reconnoissance. I t lasted a trifle less 
than three weeks, and included a trip to Ingersoll, Chatham, 
and probably to other near-by points. Neither the letters now 
available nor Brown's memorandum-book of 1858 have re
corded any details of his movements. But his pen was ever 
busy, and the recruits for his convention were gradually 
enlisted, among them a colored physician, Dr. Martin R.· 
Delany, who subsequently served in the colored volunteers, 
with the rank of major, during the Civil War. To see this able 
man, Brown went three times to Chatham 47 before finding 
him, refusing on the first two occasions to leave his name or 
address. To him Brown stated that it was men he wanted, not 
money, and Dr. Delany promised to be on hand at the Chat
ham convention and to bring others as well. Finally, Brown 
was ready to lead to Canada the" flock of sheep" he had win
tered at Springdale, to which place he journeyed by way of 
Chicago. He arrived at Mr. Maxson's home the 25th of April, 
and two days later was ready to start, as he wrote on that day 
to his family. 

He found the band of conspirators reinforced by George B. 
Gill, a native of Iowa, and Stewart Taylor, a young Canadian, 
who responded to his name at the final roll-call in Harper's 
Ferry and there lost his life. Gill, a man of education and some 
literary ability, had known Brown in previous enterprises, had 
been in Kansas and introduced Taylor to John Brown. Two 
other notable accessions were the brothers Coppoc, Barclay 
and Edwin, who also participated in the final raid, much to 
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the grief of their Quaker mother, whose quaint and fast
decaying house may still be seen in Springdale. A woman of 
marked intelligence, a strong Abolitionist, she had herself in
stilled into the minds of her sons that hatred of slavery which 
had led Barclay to Kansas in 1857, to aid in making it a free 
State, and resulted in Edwin's giving up his life on the scaffold 
with that pure faith and calm resignation naturally associated 
with the Quaker training. 48 The Coppocs were not ready to go 
to Chatham, and so did not figure in the convention, as did the 
men who had boarded at Mr. Maxson's. These John Brown 
found still harmonious, despite some occasional friction, to 
be expected, perhaps, among vigorous men of strong, restless 
character, cooped up in one small farmhouse. Leeman had 
given Owen Brown the greatest concern of all,41 and Tidd had 
laid himself open to a grave charge by the father of a Quaker 
maiden resident not far away.1O But aside from this, there 
seems to have been genuine regret at the leaving of this body 
of vigorous young men who had done so much to enliven and 
entertain the neighborhood; several of them kept up a lengthy 
correspondence with friends in Springdale up to the hour of 
the tragedy which gave them a place in history. Certainly, 
Brown could not complain of the spirit of his followers, when 
he rejoined them. Stevens wrote to his sister on April 8: II I 
am ready to give up my life for the oppressed if need be. I 
hope I shall have your good will and sympathy in this glorious 
cause." 11 Leeman rejoiced that he was II warring with slav
ery the greatest Curse that ever infested America." Richard 
Realf's and John E. Cook's letters are in a similar strain. 

Leaving Springdale with nine of the men, shortly before 
noon on the 27th, Brown and his followers took a three o'clock 
train for West Liberty, and arrived at Chicago at five the next 
morning. For breakfast they went to the Massasoit House, 
only to be told that one of their number, the negro, Richard 
Richardson, could not be served with them. True to their 
belief that all men were created free and equal, and to 
their comradeship, they marched out of the hotel, Brown at 
their head, and soon found another hostelry, the Adams House, 
at which the color-line was not drawn. 51 Leaving Chicago at 
four-thirty, the ten were in Detroit at six o'clock on the morn
ing of Thursday, April 29, and were breakfasting at the Villa 
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Tavern, Chatham, by nine o'clock. "Ten persons begin to 
board with Mr. Barber 29th April at Dinner. Three others 
began May 1st at Breakfast," Brown's memorandum-book 
records. He himself made his headquarters with James M. 
Bell, a colored man. "Here," wrote Richard Realf to Dr. 
H. C. Gill at Springdale," 
"we intend to remain till we have perfected our plans, which will 
be in about ten days or two weeks, after which we start for China. 
Yesterday and this morning we have been very busy in writing to 
Gerrit Smith and Wendell Phillips and others of like kin to meet 
usin this place on Saturday, the 8th of May, to adopt ourConstitu
tion, decide a few matters and bid us goodbye. Then we start. • . . 
The signals and mode of writing are (the old man informs me) all 
arranged .... Remember me to all who know our business, but to 
all others be as dumb as death." 

Despite Brown's admonition to his men to write no letters 
while here, John E. Cook was another who corresponded 
freely with friends in Springdale; to two young women he 
observed 14 that only one thing kept him 

"from being absolutely unhappy, and that is the consciousness that 
I am in the path of duty. I long for the loth of May to come. I am 
anxious to leave this place, to have my mind occupied with the great . 
work of our mission. • . . Through the dark gloom of the future I 
fancy I can almost see the dawning light of Freedom; . . • that I 
can almost hear the swelling anthem of Liberty rising from the mil
lions who have but just cast aside the fetters and the shackles that 
bound them. But ere that day arrives, I fear that we shall hear the 
crash of the battle shock and see the red gleaming of thecannon's 
lightning." 

Not only were compromising letters of this kind written 
freely to friends and relations, but similar ones received were 
carried about by all the men and kept intact up to the raid 
itself. 

Finally, the 8th of May, the day for the opening of the 
convention, arrived. None of the Eastern backers were pre
sent, neither Wendell Phillips, nor Gerrit Smith, nor F. B. 
Sanborn, and no white men save Brown's own party. This 
was now composed, besides himself, of Leeman, Stevens, Tidd, 
Gill, Taylor, Parsons, Kagi, Moffet, Cook, Realf and Owen 
Bro~, - twelve in all. The colored men were thirty-four 
in number, among them Richard Richardson, Osborn P. 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



A CONVENTION AND A POSTPONEMENT 331 

Anderson, James H. Harris, afterwards Congressman from 
North Carolina and Dr. Delany. Only one of these thirty
four, O. P. Anderson, actually reached the firing-line. The 
presiding officer was William Charles Munroe, pastor of a 
Detroit colored church, and the secretary was John H. Kagi.1I 
There were really two distinct conventions. The first, a "Pro
visional Constitutional Convention," met on Saturday, May8, 
at ten in the morning, in a frame school-building on Princess 
Street, the remaining sessions being held in the First Baptist 
Church and in "No.3 Engine House," which had been erected 
by some colored men, who also formed the fire-company. In 
order to mislead anyone who might inquire the meaning of 
these assemblages, it was stated that they were for the pur
pose of organizing a Masonic lodge among the colored people. 
After the election of officers, on motion of Dr. Delany, John 
Brown arose to state at length the object of the permanent 
convention and the plan of action to follow it. Dr. Delany 
and others spoke in favor of both projects, and they were 
agreed to by general assent. 

In his testimony before the Mason Committee, early in 
1860, Richard Realf thus set forth the substance of the leader's 
speech:H 

.. John Brown, on rising, stated that for twenty or thirty years the 
idea had possessed him like a passion of giving liberty to the slaves. 
He stated immediately thereafter, that he made a journey to Eng
land in 1851, in which year he took to the international exhibition 
at London, samples of wool from Ohio, during which period he made 
a tour upon the European continent, inspecting all fortifications, 
and especially all earth-work forts which he could find, with a view, 
as he stated, of applying the knowledge thus gained, with modifica
tions and inventions of his own, to such a mountain warfare as he 
thereafter spoke upon in the United States. John Brown stated, 
moreover, that he had not been indebted to anybody for the sug
gestion of that plan; that it arose spontaneously in his' own mind; 
that through a series of from twenty to thirty years it had gradually 
formed and developed itself into shape and plan." 

After telling of his studies of Roman warfare, of the success
fulopposition to the Romans of the Spanish chieftains, of the 
successes of Schamyl, the Circassian chief, and of Toussaint 
L'Ouverture in Hayti, and of his own familiarity with Haytian 
conditions, Brown spoke of his belief that, 
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.. upon the first intimation of a plan formed for the liberation of 
the slaves, they would immediately rise all over the Southern 
States. He supposed that they would come into the mountains to 
join him, where he proposed to work, and that by flocking to his 
standard they would enable him (by making the line of mountains 
which cuts diagonally through Maryland and Virginia down through 
the Southern States into Tennessee and Alabama, the base of his 
operations) to act upon the plantations on the plains lying on each 
side of that range of mountains, and that we should be able to es
tablish ourselves in the fastnesses, and if any hostile action (as 
would be) were taken against us, either by the militia of the separate 
States or by the armies of the United States, we purposed to defeat 
first the militia,and next, if it were possible, the troops of the United 
States, and then organize the freed blacks under this provisional 
constitution, which would carve out for the locality of its juris
diction all that mountainous region in which the blacks were to 
be established and in which they were to be taught the useful and 
mechanical arts, and to be instructed in all the business of life. 
Schools were also to be established, and so on. That was it .... 
The negroes were to constitute the soldiers. John Brown expected 
that all the free negroes in the Northern States would immediately 
flock to his standard. He expected that all the slaves in the South
ern States would do the same. He believed, too, that as many of the 
free negroes in Canada as could accompany him, would do so. • • . 
The slaveholders were to be taken as hostages, if they refused to let 
their slaves go. It is a mistake to suppose that they were to be 
killed; they were not to be. They were to be held as hostages for 
the safe treatment of any prisoners of John Brown's who might fall 
into the hands of hostile parties .... All the non-slaveholders 
were to be protected. Those who would not join the organization of 
John Brown, but who would not oppose it, were to be protected; 
but those who did oppose it, were to be treated as the slaveholders 
themselves .... Thus, John Brown said that he believed, a suc
cessful incursion could be made; that it could be successfully main
tained; that the several slave States could be forced (from the posi
tion in which they found themselves) to recognize the freedom of 
those who had been slaves within the respective limits of those 
States; that immediately such recognitions were made, then the 
places of all the officers elected under this provisional constitution 
became vacant, and new elections were to be made. Moreover, no 
salaries were to be paid to the office-holders under this constitution. 
It was purely out of that which we supposed to be philanthropy
love for the slave." 

After this address, John Brown presented a plan of organ
ization, entitled II Provisional Constitution and Ordinances 
for the People of the United States," and moved the read-
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ing of it. To this there was objection until an oath of se. 
crecy was taken by each member of the convention. An oath 
being moved, John Brown arose and informed the convention 
that he had conscientious scruples about taking any oath: 
that all he desired was a promise that any person who there
after divulged any of the proceedings .. agreed to forfeit the 
protection which that organization could extend over him." 
Nevertheless, the oath was voted and the president adminis
tered the obligation. Thereupon the proposed Constitution 
was read, and after debate on one article, the forty-sixth, it 
was unanimously adopted. The afternoon session was brief, 
being occupied solely with signing the Constitution, .. con
gratulatory remarks" by Dr. Delany and Thomas M. Kin
nard and final adjournment. At the evening session the con
vention was a new body, - that called by the Constitution 
adopted by the" Provisional Convention," .. for the purpose 
of electing officers to fill the offices specially established and 
named by said Constitution." With the same officers, the 

, new convention appointed a committee to make nominations. 
Upon its failing to do so promptly, the convention itself 
elected John Brown Commander-in-Chief, and John H. Kagi, 
Secretary of War. On Monday, May 10, the balloting was 
resumed. Realf was made Secretary of State, George B. Gill, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Owen Brown, Treasurer, and 
Osborn P. Anderson and Alfred M. Ellsworth, members of 
Congress. After the position of President had been declined 
by or for two colored men, the filling of this and other vacan
cies was left to a committee of fifteen, headed by John Brown. 
It is not of record, however, that the vacancies were ever 
filled. 

If, after a lapse of fifty years, it seems at first as if the Con
stitution and the entire proceeding belonged to the domain 
of the mock Springdale legislature, the earnestness and seri
ousness of the Chatham proceedings cannot be denied, so far 
as the moving spirits were concerned. Some of the men doubt
less signed without much consideration; but to the colored 
men, at least, it seemed as if freedom from bondage were 
really in sight for their enslaved brethren. Since Brown was 
able to overrule the objections of practical men like Gerrit 
Smith and George L. Steams, it is, of course, not to be won-
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dered at if the little gathering in Chatham accepted at its face 
value the extraordinary document which John Brown laid 
before them. They could but applaud the admirably written 
preamble: 17 

"Whereas, Slavery, throughout its entire existence in the United 
States is none other than a most barbarous, unprovoked, and 
unjustifiable War of one portion of its citizens upon another por
tion; the only conditions of which are perpetual imprisonment, and 
hopeless servitude or absolute extermination; in utter disregard 
and violation of those eternal and self-evident truths set forth in 
our Declaration of Independence: Therefore, we CITIZENS of the 
UNITED STATES, and the OPPRESSED PEOPLE, who, by 
a RECENT DECISION of the SUPREME COURT ARE DE
CLARED to have NO RIGHTS WHICH the WHITE MAN is 
BOUND to RESPECT; TOGETHER WITH ALL OTHER 
PEOPLE DEGRADED by the LA WS THEREOF, DO, for 
the TIME BEING ORDAIN and ESTABLISH for OUR
SELVES the FOLLOWING PROVISIONAL CONSTITUTION 
and ORDINANCES, the BETTER to PROTECT our PER
SONS, PROPERTY, LIVES, and LIBERTIES: and to GOVERN 
our ACTIONS." 

i F This statement, in its definition of slavery as war, is the key
note to Brown's philosophy, and explains better than anything 
else why it was consistent with his devout religious charac
ter for him to kill, and to plunder for supplies in Kansas, and 
to take up arms against slavery itself. There was for him no 
such thing as peace so long as there were chains upon a single 
slave; and he was, therefore, at liberty to plot and intrigue, to 
prepare for hostilities, without regard to public order or the 
civil laws. Passing beyond the preamble, the Constitution * 
suggests the word "insane," which the historian Von Holst 
applies to certain of its provisions. It actually contemplates 
not merely the government of forces in armed insurrection 
against sovereign States and opposed to the armies of the 
United States, but actually goes so far as to establish courts, 
a regular judiciary and a Congress. As if that were not 
enough, it provides for schools for that same training of the 
freed slaves in manual labor which is to-day so widely hailed 
as the readiest solution of the negro problem. Churches, too, 
were to be "established as soon as may be," - as if anything 

• See Appendix. 
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could be more inconsistent with the fundamental plan of 
breaking the forces up into small bands hidden in mountain 
fastnesses, subsisting as well as possible off the land, and prob
ably unable to communicate with one another. At this and 
at other points the whole scheme forbids discussion as a prac
tical plan of government for such an uprising as was to be car
ried out by a handful of whites and droves of utterly illiterate 
and ignorant blacks. As has already been said, it is still a 
chief indictment of Brown's saneness of judgment and his 
reasoning powers. Von Holst, one of his greatest admirers, 
describes it as a "piece of insanity, in the literal sense of the 
word," and a "confused medley of absurd, because absolutely 
inapplicable, forms." 68 Yet no one can deny that in many of 
its articles the Brown Constitution is admirable in spirit, as, 
for instance, in the provisions for the enforcement of morality 
and for the humanitarian treatment of prisoners, as well as in 
other measures well adapted to the undertaking. As a chart 
for the course of a State about to secede from the Union and 
to maintain itself during a regular revolution, the document 
was also not without its admirable features. It is impossible, 
however, as regards this extraordinary Constitution, to forget 
that it was drawn for the use of possibly fifty white men and 
hordes of escaping slaves fighting for their lives, not on the 
open prairies of Kansas, or among its scattered hamlets, but 
in well-populated and well-settled portions of the South. 

The Constitution simply emphasizes anew Brown's belief 
that he really could engage in warfare against slavery, and 
could keep at bay the United States army while doing so; that 
with a handful of men and a few hundred guns and medireval 
pikes, he could grapple and shake to its foundations an insti
tution the actual uprooting of which nearly cost the United 
States Government its existence, and necessitated the sacrific
ing of vast treasure and an enormous number of human lives. 
Brown was careful even to provide that no treaty of peace
presumably either with the United States or the several South
ern States - could be ratified save by his President, his 
Vice-President, a majority of his Congress and of his Supreme 
Court, and of the general officers of the army; that is, his half
company of officers was to be considered equal as a treaty
making power with a great nation and its coOrdinate parts! It 
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is best, therefore, not to attempt to analyze the Chatham Con
stitution, but to admire its wording and its composition, and 
lay it aside as a temporary aberration of a mind that in itsother 
manifestations defies successful classification as unhinged or 
altogether unbalanced. Fanatical, Brown's mind was; concen
trated on one idea to the danger-point, most alienists would 
probably agree; but still it remained a mind capable of ex
pressing itself with rare clearness and force, focussing itself 
with intense vigor on the business in hand, and going straight 
to the end in view. 

One point of the Constitution remains to be considered. 
Brown maintained at his trial that he had not sought to over
throw the United States Government or that of Virginia; the 
Chatham Constitution was cited against him. A biographer, 
R. J. Hinton, insisted II that Brown was justified in his posi
tion by Article XLVI of the Constitution, which reads: "The 
foregoing Articles shall not be construed so as in any way 
to encourage the overthrow of any State Government or of the 
General Government of the United States: and look to no 
dissolution of the Union but simply to Amendment and Repeal. 
And our flag shall be the same that our Fathers fought under 
in the Revolution." This was the only article challenged at 
Chatham, and one vote was cast for the motion to strike it out. 
Accepting it as a disclaimer of hostility to the various govern
ments only increases the difficulty. It then appears that 
he was ready to oppose, and if necessary to kill, troops of the 
United States, and to create a civil government over certain 
portions of its territory, as the best way of inducing the United 
States Government to adopt his view of the slavery question. 
The radical Abolitionists openly worked for division by 
peaceful means and refused to make use of their rights as 
citizens; John Brown sought to oppose the authority of the 
Union by force of arms, while denying that anyone could con
strue his actions as treason or disloyalty. 

A definite and immediate result of the Chatham conven
tion was the complete exhaustion of Brown's treasury. His 
Boston friends were expecting him to "turn loose his flock:" 
about May 15, but the day before that he was still at Chat
ham, and wrote to Mr. Sanborn asking for three or four 
hundred dollars, "without delay." eo On the 25th he wrote to 
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his family that "we are completely nailed down at present 
for want of funds, and we may be obliged to remain inactive 
for months yet, for the same reason. You must alileam to be 
patient-or, at least I hope you will." II Brown's chagrin at 
this condition of affairs was intensified by the needs of his men. 
They had left Chatham on May II and gone to Cleveland 
and near-by Ohio towns, in search of work to maintain them 
temporarily until they got the signal to reassemble. Now, 
obtaining work even in the most humble capacity was not 
easy in the spring of 1858, when the countryhad not yet begun 
to recover from the great financial depression of the previous 
fall. To Gill, who had written at once of the poor outlook,
there were two thousand men out of work in Cleveland,
Brown replied: II 

I .. I will only inquire if you, any of you, think the difficulties 
you have experienced, so far, are sufficient to discourage a man? 
. . . I and three others were in exactly such a fix in the spring of 
1817: between the seaside and Ohio, in a time of extreme scarcity of 
not only money, but of the greatest distress for want of provisions, 
known during the nineteenth century .••. We are here [Realf, 
Kagi, Richardson and Leeman had remained in Canada] busy get
ting information and making other preparations. I believe no time 
has yet been lost. Owing to the panic on the part of some of our 
Eastern friends, we may be compelled to hold on fOf' months yet. 
But 'What of that ? " 

Three days later, Brown expressed his satisfaction that all 
but three of the men had then obtained work .. to stop their 
board bills."" He had received only fifteen dollars from the 
East, but was in .. hourly expectation of help sufficient to pay 
off our bills here, and to take us on to Cleveland to see and 
advise with you." He was compelled to say in this letter that: 

"such has been the effect of the course taken by F. [Forbes] that I 
have some fears that we shall be compelled to delay further action 
for the present. . . • It is in such times that men mark themselves. 
'He that endureth unto the end,' the same shall get his reward. 
Are our difficulties sufficient to make us give up one of the noblest 
enterprises in which men were ever engaged?" 

The difficulties were not great enough to make any of the 
men abandon the project then, though some were indubi. 
tably in straits at times. Indeed, some of them actually 
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plotted to go South and raid by themselves, if help did not 
soon come.04 Cook was the leader in this; during his stay in 

. Cleveland he was highly indiscreet, boasting that he was on a 
secret expedition; that he had killed five men in Kansas; swag
gering openly in his boarding-house, and revealing much to 
a woman acquaintance, so that Realf feared that if the expe
dition were to be postponed, the greatest danger would not 
be from Forbes, but from Cook's "rage for talking." Richard 
Richardson and John A. Thomas, another colored man, who 
had gone to Cleveland with Brown and Realf, soon returned to 
Canada in fear of arrest, and are not thereafter heard from in 
connection with Brown.1i Realf later went to New York to 
watch Forbes, and to plan his trip to England to raise funds 
for the cause. 

John Brown himself left Chatham on May 29, and went di
rect to Boston, after having been there just a month. It He had 
been urged by Mr. Stearns to meet him in New York, to dis
cuss the question of the arms in his possession, during the week 
beginning May 16, but he was unable to do so, and did not see 
any of the Boston friends until he arrived at the American 
House on May 31. As Brown had stated to his men, renewed 
activity on the part of Forbes had filled the Boston backers 
with consternation. Before and during the Chatham conven
tion, Brown was writing almost daily to some one about" F.," 
as he referred to him in his memorandum-book. Mr. Higgin
son wrote on May 7 to John Brown, from Brattleboro, protest
ing against the postponement already talked of: .., 

DBAR FRIEND 
Sanborn wrote an alarming letter of a certain H. F. who wishes to 

veto our veteran friend's project entirely. Who the man is I hv. no 
conception - but I utterly protest against any postponement. If 
,he thing is postponed, it is postponed for ever - for H. F. can do as 
much harm next year as this. His malice must be in some way put 
down or outwitted - & after the move is once begun, his plots will 
be of little importance. I believe that we have gone too far to go 
back without certain failure - & I believe our friend the veteran 
will think so too. 

This was Brown's own belief. But before he reached Boston 
the die was cast against him, as is seen from this note of Mr. 
Sanborn to Mr. Higginsoo.: II 
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CONCORD May 18th '58. 
The enclosed from our friend explains itself. The Dr. [Howe] 

has written to -- an adroit and stinging letter, intended to bafHe 
him. Wilson as well as Hale and Seward, and God knows how many 
more have heard about the plot from F. To go on in the face of this 
is mere madness and I place myself fully on the side of P. [Parker] 
S. [Stearns] and Dr. H. [Howe] with G. S. [Gerrit Smith] who does 
count. What Dana says of F's character seems probable. Mr. S. 
[Steams] and the Dr. will see Hawkins in New York this week and 
settle matters finally. 

The letter from Senator Henry Wilson to Dr. Howe which 
had particularly alarmed the conspirators was a reflection of 
Forbes's sudden appearance before him on the floor of the 
Senate. It bore date of May 9 and read thus: It 

"I write to you to say that you had better talk with some few of 
our friends who contributed money to aid old Brown to organize 
and arm some force in Kansas for defence, about the policy of getting 
those arms out of his hands & putting them in the hands of some 
reliable men in that Terri tory. If they should be used for other pur
poses, as rumor says they may be, it might be of disadvantage to the men 
who were induced to contribute to that fiery foolish mOflement. If it can 
be done, get the arms out of his control and keep clear of him at least 
for the present. This is in confidence." 

On May 14, Mr. Stearns sent to Brown, at Chatham, a copy 
of this letter and, writing officially as chairman of the Massa
chusetts State Kansas Committee, thus admonished him: 7. 

"You will recollect that you have the custody of the arms alluded 
to, to be used for the defence of Kansas, as agent of the Massachu
setts State Kansas Committee. In consequence of the information 
thus communicated to me [by Dr. Howe and Senator Wilson], it 
becomes my duty to warn you not to use them for any other pur
pose, and to hold them subject to my order as chairman of said 
committee." 

It was in regard to the arms that Mr. Stearns had sought 
the interview with Brown in New York. The latter agent of the 
Committee besought his Boston friends not to move hastily. 
and pledged himself not to act other than to obtain a perfect. 
knowledge of the facts in regard to Forbes, if the two or three 
hundred dollars he needed were sent to him. 

The outcome of Brown's conferences in Boston, which re
sulted in the temporary abandonment of the Virginia plan and 
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Brown's departure for Kansas, together with the attitude of 
'the various conspirators, is thus succinctly set forth in a care
fully preserved memorandum of Mr. Higginson's: 71 

"Saw [1. B.] in Boston. He showed me F's letter also one fro S. 
announcing the result of a meeting between himself, G. S., G L S., 
T. P. & Dr H. It was to postpone till next winter or spring when 
they wd. raise $2000 or $3000; he meantime to blind F. by going 
to K. [Kansas] & to transfer the property so as to relieve them of 
responsibility - & they in future not to know his plans. 

"On probing B. I gradually found that he agreed entirely with 
me, considered delay very discouraging to his 13 men & to those in 
Canada, - impossible to begin in the autumn & he wd. not lose a 
day (he finally said) if he had $300 - it wd. not cost $25 apiece to 
get his men fro Ohio & that was all he needed. The knowledge that 
F. cd. give of his plan wd. be injurious, for he wished his opponents 
to underrate him: but still (as Isuggested) theincreased terror pro
duced wd. perhaps counterbalance this & it wd. not make much 
difference. If he had the means, he wd. not lose a day. 

"On my wondering that the others did not agree with us, he said 
the reason was they were not nun of action, they were intimidated by 
Wilson's letter &c. & overrated the obstacles. G. S. he knew to be a 
timid man. G. L. S. & T. P. he did not think abounded in courage. 
H. had more & had till recently agreed with us. 

"But the -_. old veteran added, he had not said this to them, & 
had appeared to acquiesce far more than he really did; it was essen
tial that they shld. not think him reckless, & as they held the purse 
he was powerless without them, having spent nearly every thing 
received thus far (some $650 fro them by his book who he showed
they having promised $1000) - on account of the delay - a month 
at Chatham &c But he wished me not to tell them what he had said 
to me. 

"On Saturday, June 6, I went to see Dr. H. & found that things 
had ended far better than I supposed. The Kansas Com. had 
put some $500 in gold into his [Brown's] hands & all the arms 
- with only the understanding that he shld. go to K. & then 
be left to his own discretion. H. went off in good spirits. H. still 
claimed to agree with me, bt said the others 'wd. not hear of it
even Po' & he had to acquiesce & even write a letter urging H to go 
to Kansas." 

This memorandum is erroneous in that it speaks of the Kan
sas Committee having given the $soo and the arms. The plain 
fact is that the money came from the same unofficial group 
of friends, and that the arms were given to Brown by the sim
p,le expedient of having Mr. Steams foreclose on them. Mr. 

• Word illegible. 
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Stearns had advanced large sums to the Kansas Committee, 
which had never been'repaid, asking at the time that tJte 
arms if unused should come back to him, that he might reim
burse himself for his outlay. It will be remembered that the 
Kansas Committee had agreed to this by formal vote, just 
after Mr. Steams had paid for the two hundred pistols he had 
purchased of the Massachusetts Arms Company for Brown out 
of his own pocket, but in the name of the Kansas Committee. 
Mr. Steams now simply exercised this option, and so notified 
the immediate conspirators verbally, and then presented all the 
arms, whose possession he had that minute assumed, to Brown. 
As soon as possible thereafter, says Mr. Sanborn, "the busi.
ness of the Kansas Committee was put in such shape that its 
responsibility for the arms in Brown's possession should no 
longer fetter his friends in aiding his main design." 71 When 
the denouement finally came, however, the public and press 
did not take a very favorable view of the transaction; it was too 
difficult to distinguish between George L. Stearns, the benefac
torof the Kansas Committee, and George L. Stearns, the Chair
man of that Committee. Again, there appear to have been , 
some dissatisfied members of the Kansas Committee who re
mained uninformed of the transfer of the arms until the whole 
thing came out, and they resented the charge of having aided 
Brown in his Virginia foray. Mr. Sanborn admits that "it is 
still a little difficult to explain this transaction concerning the 
arms without leaving a suspicion that there was somewhere a 
breach of trust." 71 

To a recent historian, Rear-Admiral F. E. Chadwick, this 
incident is "not a pleasant story;" 74 he accuses the Kansas 
Committee and Dr. Howe of "duplicity" and II gross prevari
cation," the latter for writing to Senator Wilson on May 12: 

.. I understand perfectly your meaning. No countenance has been 
given to Brown for any operation outside of Kansas by the Kansas 
Committee i" and three days later: .. Prompt measures have besm 
taken and will resolutely be followed up to prevent any such mon
strous perversion of a trust as, would be the application of meanS 
raised for the defence of Kansas to a purpose which the subscriberlS 
of the fund would disapprove and vehemently condemn." 

Technically, the Committee has a valid defence. Doubtless 
in the business world, and especially according to the stand- . 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



JOHN BROWN 

ards of certain large industrial concerns of late years, the Com~ 
mittee's stratagem is quite defensible as a simple way out of 
a trying difficulty, and an easy method of obtaining for Brown 
the desired arms. It cannot be denied that frankness and 
straightforwardness would have dictated the notifying of Sen
ator Wilson that the arms had passed into the possession of 
individual members of the Committee, which would not there
after be responsible for them or the uses made of them. As 
it is, there was no actual recall of the arms from Brown what
ever, as Senator Wilson waspermitted to believe, save a purely 
nominal one. No one, says Mr. Sanborn, suggested that they 
should pass out of Brown's actual possession.u It is one of 
those unpleasant episodes which so often happen when the 
business of individuals and of organizations to which they be
long becomes intertwined. Had Mr. Steams not been Chair
man of the Kansas Committee, but a mere outsider, no allega
tion of breach of trust could have lain in the premises. But 
even this admirable man sometimes split delicate hairs in dis
cussing what actually happened at this period. Thus he later 
appeared before the Mason Committee and testified that John 
Brown had not asked for the two hundred Sharp's rifles in 
January, 1857,-the time that Brown was beseeching the Na
tional Kansas Committee and the Boston members of the 
Massachusetts State Committee to fit out his proposed" vol
unteer regular company" with arms! It must be pointed out, 
too, that the decision of the little Boston group, after giving 
Brown the five hundred dollars and arms, in 1858, to know no 
more of his plans, is the first sign of the effort to evade respon
sibility which became so apparent after the raid. They had en
couraged him to attack slavery in the mountains of the South, 
giving him money and arms to do it with, and sanctioned his 
going ahead, -only they said : " Do not tell us the details of it." 
This attitude inevitably suggests that of those modem corpora
tion directors who are perfectly aware that their agents, the 
executives of the company, are using the funds of the stock
holders illegally, but salve their consciences by never broach
ing the matter in or out of the board-room, or examining the 
accounts. It further lays them open to the criticism of being 
ready to help others to assail a wrong, but of being themselves 
unwilling to take the full consequences of their acts. 
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As for the arms themselves, they were at this time in Ohio. 'I 
After Brown had brought them to Springdale, they were 
shipped from West Liberty, with the two hundred revolvers 
bought by Mr. Stearns, by freight to John Brown, Jr., at Con
neaut, Ashtabula County, Ohio. By him they had been trans
ported to, and concealed in, the village of Cherry Valley, where 
they were stored in the furniture ware-rooms of King Brothers. 
Here, for safety's sake, they were covered by a lot of ready
made coffins awaiting sale. The visit of a tax assessor made 
John Brown, Jr., nervous about them, but the arms remained 
here until early in May, when, by his father's directions, they 
were moved by night to the bam of a farmer named William 
Coleman, in the adjoining township of Wayne, who helped 
him to build by night a little store-room in his haymow. Some 
of the arms and the powder were for a time in the sugar-house 
of E. Alexander Fobes, a brother-in-law of John Brown, Jr. 
From here they were moved in 1859 to the scene of action. On 
May I, 1858, John Brown, Jr., wrote to his father that he 
had been examining the arms, and that he had them "nearly 
all packed and ready to start on Monday next should nothing 
happen." He had examined the smaller U articles of freight," 
and found that the oil on the locks and elsewhere had become 
"so gummy" as to render the arms useless until thoroughly 
overhauled and cleaned.77 

Rejoicing in his ownership of the arms and his fresh mon~y
supply, Brown swallowed his disappointment over the post
ponement of the raid and went straight to North Elba. where 
he was on June 9. This time there was no indecision about 
his movements or hesitancy about returning to Kansas. He 
was in Cleveland by June 20, for on the next day he called his 
scattered followers together and, notifying them of the deci
sion of the Boston friends, gave them what money he could 
and bade them be true to the cause." A general break-up 
ensued. Realf, as already related, was to go to New York and 
watch Forbes; Owen went to his brother Jason's at Akron, 
Ohio, while Kagi and Tidd left that same day with Bro-wn for 
Kansas by way ·of Chicago. Leeman and Taylor first went 
with Owen, and then drifted about in Ohio and Illinois, while 
Parsons spent the summer on Fobes's farm, where the arms 
were concealed, and ~en returned to his home at Byron, Illi-
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- nois." Moffet worked his way home to Iowa, after staying for 
some time in Cleveland, while Gill and Stevens went back to 
Springdale on their way to Kansas, where they later joined 
John Brown's little company. To Cook was assigned the diffi
cult and responsible task of going to Harper's Ferry to live as 
a spy in the enemy's country, an outpost stealthily to recon
noitre the vicinity. This he did successfully, arriving there 
on June 5, 1858.-

By this delay and change of plan, Brown lost five of his 
twelve followers who took part in the Chatham convention. 
Parsons had lost his zeal for the venture on learning of the plan 
to attack the arsenal at Harper's Ferry.1I He had not calcu
lated on a direct assault on the United States Government, 
and so when the call to rejoin Brown reached him at Council 
Bluffsin 1859, where he was, en route to Pike's Peak, he heeded 
the admonition of his mother which came with it. "They are 
bad men, II she wrote him. "You have got away from them, 
now keep away from them. II Mr. Parsons has an excellent war 
service to his credit as a commissioned officer, and is still living 
at Salina, Kansas. Moffet, too, was probably disaffected, 
though it was claimed for him by his sister, in 1860, that "ob
ligations fromwhich he could not be released II prevented his 
rejoining Brown. Of his own failure to reach Harper's Ferry, 
George B. Gill, who also survives, says: 81 . 

II I was on my way to Harper's Ferry at the time of the premature 
blow and apparent failure. I had been in correspondence with Kagi 
and knew the exact time to be on hand and was on my way to the 
cars when the thrilling news came that the blow had been struck. 
Of course I went no further. I had been sick much of the spring and 
summer previous and in my last interview with the old man I would 
not promise to foUow him farther, being worn out physically and not 
feeling any more sanguine of the necessary funds being raised, and 
having been east the previous year on a wild goose chase I could not 
see the necessity of going further at present. II 

Realf, on his trip to England, underwent a sea-change, and 
after the raid was charged with treachery. Richardson, the 
colored man, did not reappear from Canada. But Cook, Lee
man, Tidd, Owen Brown, Ste'Vens, Taylor and Kagi followed 
their leader to Harper's Ferry, whence only Tidd and Owen 
Brown returned. 
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In company, then, with two of the faithful ones, Brown 
reached Chicago on June 22; on June 25 two of his later bio
graphers met him under these conditions in Lawrence: "We 
were at supper, on the 25th of June, 1858, at a hotel in Law
ence, Kansas. A stately old man, with a Bowing white beard, 
entered the room and took a seat at the public table. I im
mediately recognized in the stranger, John Brown. Yet many 
persons who had previously known him did not penetrate 
his patriarchal disguise." Thus wrote Redpath.1I The whole 
aspect of Brown was now changed; the long gray beard famil
iar to all the world at the time of his execution concealed the 
sharpness of his chin, the thin lips and the resolute, sharp line 
of the mouth. But there was no change in the man. On Mon
day, June 28, he was off for southern Kansas, where he reap
peared disguised not only as to his physiognomy but as to his 
name. Thereafter there was a new border chief in southeast
ern Kansas, - Shubel Morgan. 
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CHAPTER X 

SHUBEL MORGAN, WARDEN OF THE MARCHES 

THE Kansas to which John Brown returned in June, 1858, had 
made distinct progress toward the realization of the hopes 
of the Free State party. In October, 1857, it had captured 
the Territorial Legislature, which met on January 4, 1858, but 
it had abstained from voting at the eleCtion of December 21 

on the Lecompton Constitution, because the only alternative 
was to vote "for the Constitution with slavery" or "for the 
Constitution with no slavery." But the Constitution with
out slavery made that institution perpetual within the State, 
by providing for the maintenance of the slaves then in the 
Territory, and their offspring, and specifically declaring that 
slaves were property. The" Constitution-with-s1avery" pro
vision was carried by 6266 votes to 569, owing to the absten
tion of the Free State men; 2720 of the affirmative votes were 
proved to be fraudulent. Since the election did not tum upon 
the Constitution itself, but upon the issue whether the Con
stitution with or without slavery should be adopted, the Free 
State men, Lane in particular, had, as already pointed out, 
induced the Acting Governor, Stanton, to call a special session 
of the Legislature for Decem her· 7, which promptly ordered 
the submission of the entire Lecompton Constitution to the 
people. When this was done, on January 4, the pro-slavery 
men abstained from the polls. No less than 10,226 votes were 
cast against the Constitution, 138 for it with slavery, and 24 
for it without slavery. Both parties joined in the election for 
officers under the Lecompton Constitution, the Free State 
men winning. Of the 6875 pro-slavery votes, 2458 subse
quently proved to he illegal; 1 the Free State men chose 42 
out of 53 members of the Legislature. George W. Smith, 
Free State, was elected Governor. On January 5, the old 
Topeka Legislature met again to receive a message from its 
Governor, Robinson, asking that the old rump State organiza
tion be kept up, although the Territorial Legislature was now 
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safely Free State. In his message to this body, the new Acting 
Governor, Denver, who had succeeded Stanton, recommended 
that all legislation of importance be deferred until Congress 
should act upon the Lecompton Constitution. 

When that document was submitted to Congress by the 
President, on February 2, that body had received a petition 
from all the State officers chosen under this Constitution, ask
ing that it be defeated. While Brown was collecting his funds 
in the East, revealing his Virginia plan to his Boston friends. 
and preparing for the Chatham convention, Congress was 
struggling with this Lecompton issue, which was not decided 
until April 30. During all that period the debate had aroused 
the country, and wrought Congress itself up to a pitch of great 
excitement. Even Stephen A. Douglas, author of the Squat
ter Sovereignty theory to which all of Kansas's misfortunes 
were due, opposed the Lecompton Constitution. Finally, Con
gress passed a compromise measure known as the English 
bill, which provided that Kansas should be admitted to the 
Union if, on resubmission, a majority of its voters approved 
the Lecompton Constitution. This was emphatically a pro
slavery victory. In order to bribe the voters of the State into 
accepting the Constitution that had once been rejected by 
them, Congress offered to give to the new State two sections 
of land in each township for school purposes, seventy-two 
sections for a State university, and ten sections for public 
buildings, in all five and a half million acres; al~ all the salt 
springs, not exceeding twelve in number, and s~ sections of 
land with each spring; and, finally, five per cent of all the 
public lands for State roads. No such bribe had ever been 
offered to any otherStatej if it should not be accepted, the bill 
required that no new delegates to frame a Constitution 
should be chosen until Kansas had a population equalling the 
ratio of representation required for a member of the House 
of Representatives - then 93,560 people. Kansas was in the 
throes of a discussion of this measure when John Brown 
arrived, for the date set for the vote on the resubmitted Con
stitution was August 2. He had, therefore, the satisfaction of 
being in the Territory at this final defeat of the pro-slavery 
forces, when 13,088 votes were cast, 11,300 of them against 
the odious Constitution. Thereafter Kansas was safe. No 
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other Constitution was framed until the next year; but the 
defeat of the slavery forces was beyond all dispute and final.· 

But if the political outlook in the Territory was favorable 
to the Free State men, there had been in southeastern Kansas, 
particularly in Linn and Bourbon counties, a recrudescence of 
the lawlessness of 1856. Indeed, the whole Territory, as Brown 
entered it, was still ringing with one of the most atrocious 
crimes in the annals of the border warfare, to which reference 
has already been made. Charles A. Hamilton, a graduate of 
the University of Georgia, later a colonel in the Confederate 
army, and a member of an excellent family, had boasted that 
if pro-slavery men could not make headway in the Territory, 
Abolitionists should not live there. Crossing the Missouri 
boundary on May 19, near the Trading Post in Linn County, 
he captured Free State men wherever he found them, on their 
wagons, in the fields, or in their homes, un til he had eleven 
reputable citizens,-the Rev. B. L. Reed, W. E. Stilwt:ll, 
Asa Hairgrove, William Hairgrove, Amos Hall, William 
Colpetzer, Michael Robinson, John F. Campbell, Charles 
Snyder, Patrick Ross and Austin Hall. An effort was made 
to capture Eli Snyder, a blacksmith, his brother and a young 
son, Elias Snyder, but they fought too vigorously. Lining up 
his eleven prisoners in a little ravine, Hamilton placed his 
thirty-odd men on the bank above them, and ordered them 
to aim at the prisoners. One of the men, Brockett, who had 
been Pate's lieutenant at the battle of Black Jack, declined 
to obey Hamilton's order and withdrew. At the word of 
,:ommand, the others fired at the unflinching Free State men. 
To make sure of their work, the brazen and brutal murderers 
then kicked the prostrate men and finished two of the dying, 
Ross and Amos Hall, by shooting them again. Then they 
made off. The Snyders, lying in the bushes near-by, hearing 
the shooting and groans, were afraid to move lest it might all 
be a ruse. They were finally summoned by Austin Hall, who, 
unwounded, had had presence of mind to fall with the others 
and remain rigid when kicked by a ruffian who wished to 
ascertain if he still breathed. I t was found that five men, 
Campbell, Colpetzer, Ross, Stilwell, and Robinson, had been 
killed. The remaining five survived their serious wounds. 
: Nothing can be said in defence o( this crime. None of the 
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eleven had given special reason" for Border Ruffian dislike. 
Hamilton thought, perhaps, that by imitating the Pottawa
tomie murders· of John Brown he could at one blow intimi
date southeastern Kansas; perhaps he believed himself the 
agent of the Almighty to exterminate these men. At any rate, 
he, too, "killed five, as had Brown, and with as little warning; 
the consequences - the stirring up of the worst kind of bush
whacking strife-were in both cases the same.' 

Soon after the massacre, two hundred Kansans, led by 
Sheriff McDaniel, Colonel R. B. Mitchell and James Mont
gomery, marched to West Point, Missouri, from which place 
Hamilton had started. The murderers, however, had timely 
warning of their coming and escaped, Montgomery's advice 
to surround the town before entering it being disregarded .• 
Although occurring some distance from the river of that name, 
this killing has always been known as the Marais des Cygnes 
Massacre; it inspired Whittier's commemorative poem, ULe 
Marais du Cygne," published in the Atlantic Monthly for 
September, 1858. In justice to Hamilton it must be stated 
that he and a large number of other pro-slavery settlers, who 
were in Free State eyes inimical to the peace and progress of 
the communities in which they had resided, had been ordered 
by James Montgomery, the Free State leader, to leave their 
homes post-haste and flee to Missouri. The MaraisdesCygnes 
Massacre was the revenge for this expulsion, which the ma
jority of the Free State settlers considered wholly warranted 
by the careers of those expelled. Hamilton originally headed 
a band of five hundred Missourians. All but Hamilton and his 
ignoble thirty were dissuaded from entering Kansas, or lost 
courage when they reached the Territorial line. There ensued 
after the massacre a week of extreme lawlessness, although 
Federal troops had already been ordered out into Bourbon 
County. Montgomery tried to bum the pro-slavery town of 
Fort Scott, and there were grave conditions, indeed, until 
Governor Denver personally arrived on the scene in June and 
induced both sides to agree to a treaty of peace. Bygones were 
to be bygones. He promised to remove the Federal troops from 
Fort Scott at once; to order a new election for county officials; 
to station militia along the border in order to prevent invasion 
from Missouri; and to suspend the operation of old writs, if 
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.Montgomery's men and all other armed bodies would with
draw from the field. This compact was religiously adhered to 
through the summer and fall. 

James Montgomery was one of the most interesting figures 
of the border warfare. He was thus described in a letter to the 
New York Eflening Pos' in 1858: 1 

It In conversation he talks mildly in a calm. even voice. using the 
language of a cultivated, educated gentleman. His antecedents are 
unexceptionable; he was always a Free State man, although coming 
from a Slave State, where he was noted as a good citizen and for his 
mild, even temperament. In his daily conduct he maintains the 
same character now; but when in action and under fire. he displays 
a daring fearlessness, untiring perseverance, and an indomitable 
energy that has given him the leadership in this border warfare." 

His own cabin was often attacked in days when nobody 
who had caution unbarred his door to a visitor's hail without 
being assured as to the ownership of the voice.' His wife was a 
fit companion for a border chieftain. It is related of her that 
she had the indomitable spirit, if not the culture, of her hus
band, and that she once said: "I do get plumb tired of being 
shot at, but I won't be druv out." 7 It must not be thought, 
however, that all of Montgomery's neighbors were unanimous 
as to his usefulness; but they always agreed as to his honesty. 
A leader of .. jayhawkers," he had but little respect for man
made laws; he met violence with violence, and often could not 
control the excesses of his men. 

The original incentive for Montgomery's taking to the 
brush was the pro-slavery outrages of 1856 in Linn County; 
thereafter his own actions led to frequent efforts to retaliate 
by the pro-slavery men, who feared and hated ~im more than 
anyone else. .. His operations," says Andreas, I .. may be 
classed as defensive, preventive and retaliatory, and it is 
doubtless true that he did many things which, when judged 
outside of their immediate and remote causes and connections, 
would not stand the test of the moral code." Yet after it 
was allover, and the Civil War at hand, he 'was made Colo
nel of the Third Kansas Volunteer Infantry, later Colonel of 
the Second South Carolina (Negro) Regiment, with which he 
fought in Florida; and during the Price raid into Missouri, he 
was Colonel of the Sixth Kansas Militia Regiment. Both in 
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Kansas and in the South, as a regimental commander, he 
aroused criticism by his ruthless destruction and plundering 
of captured towns and villages, partly in obedience to orders.' 
In Kansas, in 1858, one of the deeds which made him conspicu
ous was an attack on part of Captain G. T. Anderson's com
pany of the First United States Cavalry, April 21, when he 
and seven other men were overtaken by it. Taking to the 
timber, Montgomery opened fire, killing one soldier and 
injuring Captain Anderson and two soldiers, whereupon the 
company fled, to their and their commander's disgrace, Cap
tain Anderson being forced to resign from the service in COD

sequence. IO Another exploit was Montgomery's destruction 
of the ballot-boxes, in imitation of similar Missouri outrages, 
at the election for Governor under the Lecompton Constitu
tion, January 4, 1858, because he did not sympathize with the 
decision of a part of the Free State party to vote under the 
Constitution. ll That his neighbors might not vote, he broke 
the ballot-box and scattered the ballots, for which he was 
indicted but never tried. Many other acts of violence were 
rightly or wrongly laid at his door, chief among the former 
being the attempt to bum Fort Scott, early in June, 1858. 
Governor Denver officially charged him with this, and with 
firing indiscriminately into the houses of the town, and ex
pressed his astonishment at meeting men fully aware of this 
"most outrageous attempt at arson and murder," who yet 
"uphold and justify Montgomery and his band in their con
duct." Of the ravaged district in which Montgomery oper
ated, Governor Denver, after his personal tour of inspection, 
thus wrote to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State: 

"From Fort Scott to the crossing of the Osage river, or Marais 
des Cygnes as it is there called, a distance of about 30 miles, we 
passed through a country almost depopulated by the depredations 
of the predatory bands under Montgomery, presenting a scene of 
desolation such as I never expected to have witnessed in any coun
try inhabited by American citizens. • . • The accounts given of the 
flight of the people were heart-rending in the extreme." 

Governor Denver, throughout his official correspondence, 
was extremely hostile to Montgomery, while not failing to say 
that, however great the outrages he committed, there was no 
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excuse for taking revenge on innocent persons, as Hamilton 
had done on the Marais des Cygnes. lI 

To this guerrilla Montgomery, to the scene of his opera
tions and the crimes of Hamilton, Brown's mind turned as 
soon as he arrived in Lawrence. The numerous outrages upon 
individuals were a close parallel to conditions as he found 
them around Lawrence when he first entered the Territory in 
1855. Montgomery was obviously a border chieftain after his 
own heart, and, besides, in his district was the only possible 
opportunity for active service. "Fort Scott," wrote the Law
rence correspondent of the Chicago Tribune on April 4, 1858,11 
"is the only place within the Territory where the Border 
Ruffians now show their teeth." Their worst specimens, he 
reported, were in refuge there. Fugit, the murderer of Hoppe, 
lived in the neighborhood. Clarke, who killed Barber in 1855, 
was then Register of the Land Office at Fort Scott. Eli Moore, 
one of W. A. Phillips's murderers, and one of those who shot 
R. P. Brown at Easton, "has his rendezvous in the same 
vicinity." Brockett was clerk in the Land Office. Most of 
such of Titus's ruffians as had not gone to Nicaragua with 
Walker were also there. These became the leaders of immi
grants from southwestern Missouri. The land was rich and 
desirable. The Free State men persisted in coming in, being 
then two to one, and located chiefly in the northern half of 
the county. Ever since the preceding fall, the correspondent 
reported, they had been harassed and plundered by the pro-· 
slavery men, to worry them out, by burning cabins, stealing 
cattle and horses, and making false arrests,-a11 so that they 
should not dominate the region. I t was to end this that Ham
ilton and his followers had been ordered by Montgomery 
to leave the Territory immediately, with the result that 
Hamilton later conceived and carried out his horrible plan 
of revenge. 

Redpath and Hinton stated that on Sunday, June 27, when 
they again met Brown in the hotel in Lawrence, he asked 
them about the movements and character of Montgomery, as 
well as of the trend of political developments, It and informed 
them that he would start south the next day to see his rela
tives and Montgomery. To Mr. Sanborn, Brown sent, on 
Monday, the 28th, the following unsigned letter:. 11. 
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LAwaBNCB, KANSAS TEll. 28tb June 1858. 

F. B. SANBORN ESQ; and Dear Friends at Boston, Worcester and 
Peterboro. 

I reached Kansas with friends on the 26tb inst; came here last 
night, and leave here Ioday; for the neighborhood of late troubles. It 
seem the troubles are not tII1er yet. Can write you but few words 
now. Hope to write you more fully after a while. I do hope you 
will be in earnest now to carry out as soon as possible the measure 
proposed in Mr. Sanborn's letter inviting me to Boston this las, 
Spring. I hope there will be no delay of that matter. Can you send 
me by Express; Care E. B. Whitman Esqr half a Doz; or a full Doz 
whistles such as I described? at once? 

Write me till further advised, under sealed envelope directing 
stamped ones to Rev. S. L. Adair, Osawatomie Kansas Ter. 

Yours in Truth 

On July 9, John Brown, or Shubel Morgan, as he now 
called himself, wrote to his son II from the "log-cabin of the 
notorious Captain James Montgomery, whom I deem a very 
brave and talented officer, and, what is infinitely more, a very 
intelligent, kind gentlemanly and most excellent man and 
lover of freedom. II While Brown visited Montgomery on 
other occasions, he was oftenest at the house of Augustus 
Wattles, near Moneka, to which locality the latter had re
moved with his family from the neighborhood of Lawrence. 
But the headquarters of Shubel Morgan's company were on 
the claim of Eli Snyder, the brave blacksmith, and not many 
hundred yards from the very scene of the Hamilton Massacre. 
Half a mile from the Missouri line, this hill, now densely 
wooded, offered in 1858 a beautiful view of the surrounding 
country. Brown arrived there about the 1st of July, with Eli 
Snyder, coming directly from the home of Augustus Wattles. 
Elias, the boy, drove back with Brown to Wattles's for his 
belongings,l! - blankets, provisions, cooking utensils, cloth
ing and a good supply of arms and ammunition. Kagi and 
Tidd were with Brown throughout his stay, Gill and Stevens 
arriving later in the summer, by way of Iowa. The first camp, 
in which they lived for four weeks, was located between 
Snyder's house and his blacksmith-shop, near a fine spring; 
which still wells up under the farmhouse now standing on the 
site of the camp. Here, true to his custom, John Brown drew 
up "Artic1esof Agreement forShubel Morgan's Company."· 

• See Appendix. 
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On July 20, Shu bel Morgan began a long letter to Mr. 
Sanborn and the other Boston friends, which he could not 
finish until August 6. In it he gave this description of con
ditions in the vicinity of the claim: 18 

.. Deserted farms: & dwellings lie in all directions for some miles 
along the line; a: the remaining inhabitants watch every appearance 
of persons moveing about with anxious jealousy; & vigilance. Four 
of the persons wounded or attacked on that occasion· are staying 
WITH me. The Blacksmith Snyder who fought the murderers with 
his brother; & son are of the number. Old Mr. Hargrove who was 
teribly wounded at the same time is another. The blacksmith re
turned here with me; & intends to bring back his family on to his 
claim within Two or Three days. A constant fear of new troubles 
seems to prevail on both sides the line; & on both sides are companies 
of armed men. Any little affair may open the quarrel afresh. Two 

'murders; & cases of robery are reported of late I have also a man 
with me who fled from his family; & farm; in Missouri but a day 
or Two since; his life being threatened on account of being accused 
of informing Kansas men of the whereabouts of one of the mur
derers who was lately taken; & brought to this side. I have con
cealed the fact of mypresence pretty much; lest it should tend to 
create excitement; but it is getting leaked out; & will soon be known 

, to all. As I am not here to seek or to secure ref1enge; I do not mean 
I, to be the first to reopen the quarrel. How soon it may be raised 
against me I cannot say; nor am I OfIer anxious. A portion of my 
men are in other neighborhoods We shall soon be in great want of a 
small amount in a Draft or Drafts on New York, to feed us. We 
cannot workfor wages,· & provisions are not easily obtained on the 
frontier. . • . I may continue here for some time." 

, A significant passage of this letter is the following comment 
on a man who ever since, unless we except Charles Robinson, 
has been Brown's bitterest critic,-and still is:" I believe all 
'homes', sensible Free State men in Kansas consider George 
Washington Brown's' Herald of Freedom' one of the most mis
chievous, traitorous pUblications in the whole country." On 
August 6 he added that he had been down with the ague since 
July 23, and had no safe way of getting his letter off. Under 
date of Moneka, August 9, 1858, Brown wrote to his son, 
John Brown, J r~, this valuable review of the situation, here 
printed for the first time: 1. 

II Your letter with enclosures, exactly those I wanted, of the 23rd 
of July is received. I have been spending some weeks on the Mis-

·Th~~ton~ 
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souri line on the same quarter section where the horrible murders 
of May 19th were committed. Confidence seems to be greatly re
stored amongst the Free State men in consequence, several of whom 
returned to their deserted claims. The Election of the 2nd Inst. 
passed off quietly on this part of the Line. Its general result in the 
Territory you are probably advised of. Our going onto the line 
was done with the utmost quiet & so far as I am concerned under an 
assumed name to avoid creating any excitement. But the matter 
was in some measure leaked out and over into Missouri. Some" 
believed the report of O. B.'s [Old Brown's] being directly on· the 
Line and in the immediate vicinity of West Point, but the greater 
part on the Kansas side did not believe it. In Missouri the fact 
was pretty generally understood, & the idea of having such a neigh
bour improving a Claim (as was the case) right on a conspicuous 
place and in full view for miles, around in Missouri, produced a 
ferment there which you can better imagine than I can describe. 
Which of the passions most predominated, fear or rage, I do not 
pretend to say. We had a number of visitors from there, some of 
whom we believed at the time and still believe were spies. One 
avowed himself a pro-slavery man after I had told him my suspi
cions of himself & of those who came before him, but at the same time 
assured him that notwithstanding he was in a perfect nut of the 
most ultra Abolitionists, not a hair of his head should fall so long as 
we knew of no active mischief he had been engaged in. When I· told 
him my suspicions of him he seemed to be much agitated, though 
to all appearance a man of great self-possession and courage - I 
recited to him briefly the story of the Missouri invasions, threaten
ings, bullyings, boastings, driving off, beating, robbing, burning out 
and murdering of Kansas people, telling him pro-slavery men of Mis
souri had begun and carried steadily forward in this manner with 
most miserably rotten and corrupt pro-slavery Administrations. to 
back them up, shield and assist them while carrying on their Dev
ilish work. I told him Missouri people along the Line might have 
perfect quiet if they honestly desired it, and further, that if they 
chose War they would soon have all they might any of them care 
for. I gave him the most powerful Abolition lecture of which I am 
capable, having an unusual gift of utterance for me; gave him some 
dinner and told him to go back and make a full report and then 
sent him off. Got no such visits afterwards. I presume he will not 
soon forget the old Abolitionist 'mit de' white beard on. I gave 
him also a full description of my views of a Full Blooded Abolition
ist and told him who were the real nigger-stealers &c. • . ." 

The postscript to this letter, longer than the missive itself; 
begins thus: 

"P. S. Our family interest in Kansas affairs is so often misstateCl 
by those who do not know and oftener do not care to tell the truth 
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that Mr. WattleS had determined for some time past to bring out 
our history from time [to time) in a kind of series as he could collect 
facts, and instantly called on me for them. I have consented to 
supply them, & have commenced." 

He then directs his son to collect material for that sketch 
of his career: U A brief history of John Brown, otherwise 

. (old B) and his family: °as connected With Kansas; By one 
who knows, tt to which reference was made in an earlier chap
ter.· Brown began this never finished autobiographical sketch 
at Wattles's house,to from which he wrote as above. 

As soon as he reached the Snyder claim, Brown began to 
build a small fortification of stone and wood for defence 
against the Missourians,l1 which speedily became magnified 
by popular report into a .. Fort Snyder." There is no doubt, 
too, that he commenced negotiations for the purchase of the 
daim, and this has given rise to a long controversy in Kansas 
as to whether he was or was not the owner or an owner of this 
land at one time. The facts seem to be that Snyder never per
fected his claim to the land; that when Brown arrived there, 
he did begin negotiations with Snyder, which must have been 
not for the land, but for the squatter's claim to it; that sub
sequently Snyder changed his mind and Brown's effort to pur
chase came to an end, giving rise to charges of bad faith 
against Snyder. When the land was disposed of by the gov
ernment, the name of neither Brown nor Snyder figured in the 
transaction, the government selling 180.84 acres for $225.80 to 
C. C. Scadsall (generally called Hadsall).11 Snyder appears 
to have offered the place to Hadsall, after accepting money 
from Brown in part payment. Hadsall, it is reported, declared 
that when he told Brown of Snyder's offer, 

II Brown showed the only anger that Hadsall had ever witnessed, 
but walked away without saying much. Shortly after he told Had
sall that he was content for him to have the place, but he, Brown, 
wanted to reserve all privileges of military occupation at his plea
sure. It seemed that Brown had not made all his payments to Sny
der, who in a way not unusual to him was trying to get some money 
from Hadsall. That day Brown wrote out and signed a bill of sale 
to Hadsall and signed it in his own name, and Snyder, after turning 
over to Hadsall his three yoke of oxen, cows, wagons, and plows, 

• See ante, pale 86. 
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received six hundred dollars from Hadsall and added his quit-claim 
to the bill of sale. Hadsall lost this precious bit of paper during the 
war." 21 , 

lohn Brown made, early in August, an attempt to get the 
revolvers sent to him'in 1856 by the National KansaS Com
mittee, which had been in Lawrence ever since that tiine; for 
them, as he had told Horace White, he himself was not willing 
to ask, when in Lawrence. On August 3 he wrote from Mo
neka to William Hutchinson, asking for the names of those to 
whom the revolvers had been loaned subject to his recalling 
them. This information Mr. Hutchinson cheerfully gave, 
but it does not appear that Brown ever obtained any of these 
weapons." For an interesting incident of the stay with 
Snyder, we have the doughty blacksmith's own narrative: Ii 

.. During the time that Brown was at my place (1858), he wished 
me to take a short trip into Missouri and I agreeing, Brown took an 
old surveyor's compass and chain and he and I followed down along 
the river, while Kagi and Tidd took the road to Butler. They pre
tended to be looking for situations to teach a school. We were all to 
meet at Pattenville, but not to appear to know each other. Brown 
and I were ostensibly surveying. On meeting at Pattenville we had 
an opportunity to come to an understanding to meet again at a 
clump of trees on a certain hill. Brown and I took the river and 
when we met again Martin White's house was half a mile east of us. 
Brown had a small field glass which I asked him to loan me, as I had 
seen some one near the house that I took to be Martin White, whom 
I knew; having heard him address a meeting at West Point a few 
days after the burning of Osawatomie, when Clarke was raising a 
force to drive and burn out Free State men between there and Fort 
Scott. At that time White had just returned from accompanying 
Reid and I heard him describe how he killed Frederick Brown,
making the motion of lowering a gun. Brown adjusted the glass and 
looking I could recognize Martin White reading a book as he sat in 
a chair in the shade of a tree. I handed the glass to Brown and 
asked him to look and he said he also recognized him saying: - 'I 
declare that is Martin White.' For a few minutes nothing was said 
when I remarked 'Suppose you and I go down and see the old man 
and have a talk with him.' 'No, no, I can't do that,' said Brown. 
Kagi said, 'let Snyder and me go.' Capt. Brown said: 'Go if you 
wish to but don't you hurt a hair of his head; but if he has any 
slaves take the last one of them.' Kagi said: 'Snyder and I want 
to go without instructions, or not at all.' Therefore as Brown was 
unwilling that Martin White, who had murdered his son, should 
receive any harm we did not go near him. It was thus shown that, 
John Brown had no revenge to gratify." 
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There is' other evidence to this effect; Brown never per
mitted any attack to be made on White, tried to head off his 
sons when they were on White's trail, and repeatedly stated 
that he did not wish for White's death, - an attitude which 
cannot be too highly commended. To J ames Hanway he once 
said: II 

II People mistake my objects. I would not hurt one hair of his 
[White's] head. I would not go one inch to take his life; I do not 
harbour the feelings of revenge. I ~'from a pNtJ{;i{Jle. My aim and 
object is to restore human rights." 

Brown's obstinate ague or malarial fever, to which he 
referred in his letter of August 9 to his family, did not yield 
because of his sojourn with Augustus Wattles. About the 
middle of August, he was taken by William Partridge to the 
Rev. Mr. Adair's hospitable cabin at Osawatomie, IT and there, 
in a comer of the living-room, he lay for fully four weeks, 
nursed with the greatest fidelity by the devoted Kagi and 
the Adair family. On September 9 he wrote to John Brown, 
Jr.,- that since August 9, the date of his last letter, he had 
been II entirely laid up with Ague and Chill fever. Was never 
more sick." As the Adairs look back upon it, the disease 
appears to them now to have been a malarial or typhoid 
fever; they were often asked by visitors who the sick man in 
the sitting-room was, but they knew always how to describe 
him by other than his right name.- Dr. Gilpatrick, of Osawa
tomie, was called in to aid the patient. Finally, on September 
23, Kagi was able to report to his sister his arrival in Law
rence, after being 

II compelled to layoff at Osawatomie for a month, during which 
time by my taking care of him, [Brown], I was down but only for a 
week .... B. has not quite recovered .... Things are now quiet. 
I am collecting arms, etc. belonging to J. B. so that he may command -
them at any time." 10 

On September 13, Brown notified his wife that he was still 
very weak and wrote only with great labor; even on the 
nth of October, he had to tell her that he had been "very 
feeble," but had improved a great deal during the last week • 
• , I can now see," he added, " no good reason why I should not 
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be located nearer home as soon as I can collect the means for 
defraying expenses." n 

John Brown probably reached Lawrence with Kagi late in 
September, and was there again on October 14, 15 and 16 •. 
Martin F. Conway testified before the Mason Committee It 
that he saw Brown there twice in the summer and fall, and 
discussed with him his relations to the National Kansas Com
mittee, after Brown's illness in sou them Kansas, but he errone
ously places the date of the first visit as late in July or early in 
August, when Brown was on Snyder's claim. A receipt given 
by Mr. Conway to John Brown for documents put in his pos
session is still in existence, and fixes the date for the second 
interview as October IS, 1858.11 As to the first interview, 
Conway testified that it took place at Mrs. Kilian's hotel, and 
that Brown declared that he was greatly in need and had 
received an order from the National Kansas Executive Com
mittee for a large sum of money which he had never been able 
to obtain. By "order" Brown meant, if he used that word, 
the resolution of the National Kansas Committee of January 
24,1857, giving him the five thousand dollars, of which he had 
received only so small a part, and also .. such arms and sup
plies as the Committee may have" up to an amount sufficient 
to provide for one hundred men, besides a "letter of appro
bation." In the summer of 1858, John Brown received from 
George L. Steams a package of promissory notes which had 
been given by Kansas farmers to the National Kansas Com
mittee in exchange for food-supplies or aid of one kind or 
another. Mr. Stearns, as in the case of the Brown rifles 
and revolvers, had advanced large sums for this purpose to 
the Massachusetts State Committee, and was given these 
notes as security for his advances. It Some of these he now· 
sent to Brown, who proceeded to collect on them for his imme
diate needs. He told Mr. Conway that, 

"the National Kansas Committee had passed a resolution some
time before upon which he based a right to act himself as agent for 
that Committee in the Territory in the collection of debts due it, 
and as Mr. Whitman did not seem to satisfy him in that business 
he had taken it upon himself to make collections. . . . He claimed 
to have received a commission, and, as a result of his labors he 
produced a package of papers, which he said were promissory notes 
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from parties in the Territory, who had received provisions and cloth
ing from this Committee during the troubles in 1856. They had en
gaged to pay for them and they had given these notes, and he had 
got them, and he came to me to ask a favor that I would take these 
do<:uments and put them in m.y safe and keep them. subject to his 
order." • 

. To this Mr. Conway added that he had signed the receipt 
written for him by Kagi, which fixes the date of this trans
action. Apparently, Brown collected on these notes several 
hundred dollars. He also receipted on October 16, at Law
rence, for goods received from the National Kansas Commit
tee, signing as its agent." 

In the use of this signature John Brown undoubtedly went 
too far, and his authority to do so was sharply denied by 
H. B. Hurd, the Secretary of the National Kansas Committee, 
on October 26, 1858, when Mr. Hurd wrote to Colonel E. B. 
Whitman: 

"Capt. John Brown has no authority to take, receive, collect or 
transfer any notes or accounts belonging to the National Kansas 
Committee nor has he ever had. Nor will any such dealing be recog
nized or sanctioned by our Committee. We wish you to hold all per
sons responsible who undertake to retain or deal with such notes 
and accounts. You will recollect that you were given full authority 
to act in reference to said notes & accounts including authority to 
transfer the same by assignment. This authority has never been 
revoked or given to any other person. All the papers that Mr. Brown 
)las from us are a copy of the Resolutions passed in the New York 
Meeting certified by me, and an order for some small arms & tents 
that were at Lawrence I think about the time B. returned to Kansas 
after you met him at our office in Chicago. He has never been to 
our office since that time nor have we had any communication with 
him since then. I have seen him once since then but only for a few 
minutes & then nothing was said or done about the matter above 
referred to." 17 

But there are strong reasons why this error of judgment 
should not be charged up against Brown as a moral delin
quency. The relations of the National Committee and the 
Massachusetts Committee were inextricably mixed in Kansas, 
where E. B. Whitman acted at this time as agent for both 
Committees; Brown had received the notes from Mr. Stearns 
with directions to collect on them; Mr. Whitman was not to 
be found when Brown tried to get at him, and finally he 
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doubtless conscientiously believed that the resolution in his 
favor of the National Committee gave him sufficient authority. 
This latter point appears from the following letter written 
about this time: II 

MR. J. T. Cox; 
SIR: - You are hereby notified that I hold claims against the 

National Kansas Committee which are good against them and all 
persons whatever; and that I have authority from said committee to 
take possession, as their Agent, of any supplies belonging to said 
Committee, wherever found. 

You will therefore retain in your hands any monies or accounts 
you may now have in your custody, by direction of said Committee 
or any of its Agents, and hold them subject to my call or order, as 
I shall hold you responsible for them, to me as Agent of said Com
mittee 

OTTUMWA, Oct. 7, 18SS 
JOHN BROWN 

Agt. Nat. Kan. Com." 

In this, again, Brown quite exceeded the actual wording 
of the New York resolution, which limited the supplies to the 
needs of one hundred men, of which he had received a consid
erable portion in 1857 after the vote. Nevertheless, as Mr. 
Sanborn records, It U the Massachusetts Committee . . • stood 
firmly by Brown" in the Ulively dispute in Kansas" excited 
by his action. 

"They had collected much money, had expended it judiciously, 
and had allowed a generous individual, their chairman, to place in 
their hands more money, for which he was willing to wait without 
payment until the property of the Committee could be turned into 
cash; then, to give him all the security in its power, the Committee 
had made over this property to him, with no restriction as to what he 
should do with it; and Mr. Stearns had chosen to give it to Brown." 

William F. M. Arny, another agent of the National Kansas 
Committee, testified to seeing Brown in Lawrence several 
times during the summer and fall of 1858," and Brown on one 
of these occasions spent a day or two at his home, when they 
discussed, in general terms, Brown's plan for attacking slav
ery elsewhere than in Kansas. I t must have been on one of 
these visits, too, that Colonel William A. Phillips had the 
third of those interviews with Brown which he described at 
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length in the Atlantic Monthly for December, 1879, and ap
parently erroneously placed in the year 1859. To him, on this 
occasion, Brown set forth his views on the slavery question at 
great length, first sketching the history of American slavery 
from its beginnings. He said to Phillips: 

.. And now we have reached a point where nothing but war can 
settle the question. Had they [the slavery men] succeeded in Kan
sas, they would have gained a power that would have given them 
permanently the upper hand, and it would have been the death knell 
of republicanism in America. They are checked, but not beaten. 
They never intend to relinquish the machinery of this government 
into the hands of the opponents of slavery. It has taken them more 
than half a century to get it and they know its significance too well 
to give it up. If the Republican party elect its president next year, 
there will be war. The moment they are unable to control, they will 
go out, and as a rival nation along-side they will get the countenance 
and aid of the European nations, until American republicanism and 
freedom are overthrown." 

To Phillips, Brown spoke of the opportunity and achieve
ments of Spartacus, and suggested that something similar 
might happen. To this Phillips objected that the American 
negroes were a "peaceful, domestic, inoffensive race; in all 
their sufferings they seemed to be incapable of resentment 
or reprisal." Brown's reply was quick and sharp: "You have 
not studied them right, and you have not studied them long 
enough. Human nature is the same everywhere." 

In connection with the National Kansas Committee's notes, 
Brown visited other places besides Ottumwa, where his letter 
to Mr. Cox shows him to have been on October 7. It is estab
lished that he visited Emporia on this same business, a~d this 
is as far west as he is known to have gone during his stay in 
the Territory.u On October II he was again in Osawatomie, 
as already recorded, and on October IS and 16 in Lawrence, 
when he returned for a day or two to the South; for Kagi 
records in the Tribune his and Brown's being at Osawato
mie on October 25. According to this letter, Brown went up 
from Linn County on Friday, October 22, bringing news that 
Montgomery had forcibly entered the court-house at Fort 
Scott on the 21st and taken possession of the court and of the 
papers of the grand jury, compelled the former to adjourn, 
and destroyed the latter. "He is now in the field." wrot-: 
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Kagi, "ready to meet the worst." Of Brown, Kagi wrote, "The 
Captain has shown that he ca.n be in the Territory without 
making war. He will now, if necessary, take the field in aid 
of Montgomery." U The Captain soon returned to the dis
turbed districts. There, on the 30th of October, an attempt 
was made to assassinate Montgomery, his wife and children, 
by pro-slavery men, who attacked his cabin at night and fired 
a volley into it." Brown himself was at Augustus Wattles's, 
that night. The occurrence led his men to fortify strongly 
the cabin of Montgomery's mother-in-law, near Montgomery's 
own. Gill, Tidd and Stevens did most of the work, for Brown 
was not yet himself; he aided by indulging in his favorite oc
cupation of cooking." On November I, while at Mr. Wat
tles's, he wrote two letters to members of his family, describing 
himself as much better in health, "but not very strong yet." 
In both of them he stated, doubtless with the Montgomery 
incident in mind, that "things at this moment look quite· 
threatening along the line." U 

The Wattles family preserves some interesting recollections 
of these ever-welcome visits of Brown." There was nothing 
of the swashbuckler about him; as quiet in his manner as any 
Quaker, he was ready to do his share of the household drudg
ery as soon as he arrived. Reading to the Wattles family 
a newspaper article which excused his bitterness against 
slavery on the ground of his personal injuries, he commented 
indignantly: "It seems strange in a Christian country that 
a man should be called a monomaniac for following the plain 
dictates of our Saviour." To Mrs. Wattles he then said: "I 
can put up with the abuse of my enemies, but the excuses of 
my friends are more than I like to bear." 

November was, in the main, a quiet month for Brown and 
his men. Besides building the Montgomery fort, theirs was 
the frontiersman's life. "Sometimes," records Mr. Gill,47 of 
his own and Kagi's activities, "one had the ague, sometimes 
both. Sometimes we fished, sometimes we had our supper and 
beds; at other times we went supperless and took the prairie 
for our bed with the blue arch for our covering." One or the 
other of these men was generally Brown's companion at this 
time. He was not drawn to Tidd, and Stevens worried him 
because the ex-soldier would not take Brown's orders except 
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in situations in which it was a captain's right to command. 
It was not in Stevens's nature to be uniformly submissive. 
Once, it is related by Mr. Gill, Stevens said to Brown: "If 
God controls all things, and dislikes the institution of slav
ery, why does He allow it to exist?" "Well," replied Brown, 
floored for once, "that is one question I cannot answer." 

On the 13th of November there was a touch of active ser
vice for Shubel Morgan, - the only incident in this month 
which bore out Kagi's statement of his readiness to take the 
field to aid Montgomery. The latter, learning that he had 
been indicted at Paris, Kansas, by a pro-slavery jury, for his 
destruction of the ballot-box in the January previous, marched 
with Brown and his followers upon the town, in search of the 
indictments and warrants, Brown remaining upon the out
skirts while Montgomery searched unsuccessfully." This raid 
did not improve their standing with the Territorial authori-

. ties. The bias of the acting Governor, Hugh S. Walsh (who 
filled the Governor's chair in the interim between Governor 
Denver's resignation and the arrival of his successor, Samuel 
Medary, the last Territorial Governor), against the Free State 
men was perfectly apparent. He wrote on November 19 to 
Secretary Cass, G urging that "a reward of $300 for Mont
gomery and $500 for old John Brown, and their delivery at 
the fort, would secure their persons and break up their organ
ization or drive them from the Territory." A Captain A. J. 
Weaver, who saw everything through pro-slavery eyes, was 
the chief medium of Walsh's and Medary's information, until 
he accidentally killed himself while bringing into the State 
some Federal arms loaned to Kansas for a militia company 
he had been authorized to raise.1O On November 30, Captain 
Weaver and the sheriff, McDaniel, plotted to capture Brown 
and Montgomery; for Weaver was sure, as he wrote to the act
ing Governor, they were preparing" for some infernal diaboli
cal act." 11 Brown, not knowing of this impending visitation, 
left with Gill for Osawatomie on the morning of Wednesday, 
December I. What happened in his absence was thus de
scribed by Kagi in the columns of the Lawrence Republican: II 

.. When the intended attack became known, the people came in 
from all quarters, for the defence of the little garrison. They came 
unobserved, that the great posse might not become frightened, and 
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run before an opportunity was given to whip them handsomely. 
Montgomery heard the news while on the Little Osage, and returned 
with a small force on Thursday morning [December 2]. A portion of 
the Free State men were placed in 'the fort;' Montgomery with the 
remainder placed himself in a good position nearby." 

When the posse took up their march and had approached 
within a few rods of the fort, Whipple notified them that the 
Free State men were prepared to "resist the whole universe, 
with the devil thrown in." The next day, the posse having 
disintegrated, the sheriff had but a handful of men left. These 
commenced stopping and harassing single Free State men on 
the highways. Immediately on hearing of this, Montgomery's 
men moved. Their first act was to send four men to capture 
the sheriff and one R. B. Mitchell, as a checkmate. The latter 
was deprived of his rifle and brace of revolvers. "After a 
wholesome lecture they were released." The sheriff's pathetic 
account of this humiliating experience, properly garbled, is 
still preserved." It fully bears out a statement of Captain 
Weaver's that "many of the people of the county are intimi. 
dated and afraid - some of old Brown and others of Mont
gomery." U Thus ended ingloriously one of a number of at
tempts to capture Shubel Morgan. 

That energetic citizen wrote to his family on December 2, 
from Osawatomie: II" I have just this moment returned from 
the South where the prospect of quiet was probably never so 
poor," little dreaming that his own camp was at that moment 
being menaced. "Other parts of the Territory are undisturbed 
and may very likely remain so; unless drawn into the quarrel 
of the border counties. I expect to go South again immedi
ately .... " His health was improving, but" I still get a 
shake pretty often." As to his plans, he said: "When I wrote 
you last I thought the prospect was that I should soon shift 
my quarters somewhat. I still have the same prospect, but 
am wholly at a loss as to the exact time." As soon as he 
returned South, he took the unexpected step of drafting a 
peace agreement. This was presented to a joint meeting of 
pro-slavery and Free Soil men, which had been called for 
December 6 at Sugar Mound, as a direct result of the humilia
tion put upon the sheriff after the failure of his attack upon 
Brown." Montgomery himself was present at the meeting, 
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and presented Brown's draft of the treaty. Shubel Morgan 
had urged that this should be signed by a number of the 
prominent men of both parties, but Montgomery found it 
unwise to insist upon this. With slight verbal alterations, the 
draft was adopted. It was in effect a renewal of the Denver 
agreement.· This had been adhered to until the action of the 
Paris court, together with the attempt to assassinate him and 
the visit of the sheriff to Brown's camp, had convinced Mont
gomery that it was abrogated.1? Not that his men were alto
gether blameless during this period; sporadic "jayhawking" 
doubtless went on, despite Montgomery's efforts to control. 
But the new Sugar Mound convention was hardly agreed to 
before it was violated. On Thursday, December 16, Mont
gomery again attacked Fort Scott, 1i8 in order to release Ben
jamin Rice, a Free State settler, who had been arrested on 
November 16, in violation, Montgomery claimed, of the Den
ver treaty of June 15. When Rice was not promptly released 
after the Sugar Mound treaty, Montgomery organized, on 
December 14, a force of nearly one hundred men and invited 
John Brown to join it. This he did, together with Kagi and 
Stevens. The night before the attack, there was a conclave 
near Fort Scott as to the command. After much discussion 
it was decided that Montgomery should lead, 1i8 whereupon 
Brown, with his customary dislike of serving under another, 
took but a small part in the subsequent proceedings, going 
only to the rendezvous. 

I t was well that he did not lead. While Rice was being freed 
from his chains in the Free State Hotel, J. H. Little, the owner 
of a store across the way, fired a load of buckshot at Kagi, 
whose heavy overcoat alone saved him from severe injury. 
In the m~lee which followed, Little was killed and his store 
plundered, some seven thousand dollars' worth of goods being 
stolen. Charles Jennison, subsequently Colonel of the Seventh 
Kansas Cavalry, is credited with being specially active among 
the plunderers, and in some accounts Little's death is laid 
to Stevens, but unjustly. The whole affair reflects credit upon 
no one; it at once gave the pro-slavery meR the incentive to 
reprisal, and enabled them to obtain from Governor Medary 
the authority to organize militia for the defence of theit 

• See Appendix. 
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town, eo besides prejudicing the new Governor more than ever 
against the Free State leaders. Brown was subsequently 
wrongly charged by Governor Robinson and others with the 
leadership and instigation of the Fort Scott outrage, both of 
which questionable honors belong clearly to Montgomery. 
It must be stated, in the interest of historical accuracy, that 
Montgomery subsequently averred on a number of occasions 
that it was absolutely necessary for him to assume the leader
ship, because John Brown was determined to bum the entire 
town of Fort Scott to the ground, whereas Montgomery was 
opposed to violence and bloodshed and was exceedingly vexed 
at the killing of Little.11 Governor Medary was so alarmed 
by the attack on Fort Scott that he at once applied for four 
companies of Federal cavalry, and for 600 arms and 10,000 
rounds of ammunition with which to equip some militia.1I 

There was in store for him, and for the Governor of Mis
souri, an even greater shock. On the 19th of December began 
one of the most picturesque incidents in John Brown's life, 
without which its warfare against slavery would hardly have 
seemed complete. Certainly, nothing could have wound up 
his final visit to Kansas in a more dramatic way. This was 
his incursion into Missouri and the liberation of eleven slaves 
by force of arms. While, as already recorded, Brown had 
taken two slaves out of Kansas to freedom before this whole
sale liberation, and was throughout his life an ever-ready 
agent of the Underground Railroad, he was at no time espe
cially interested in this piecemeal method of weakening 
slavery. It was to his mind wasting time, when a bold attack 
might liberate five hundred or a thousand slaves. Yet, when 
on December 19, 1858, a slave crossed the Missouri line and 
told to George Gill the story of his impending fate, J obn 
Brown promptly and heartily closed with his follower's sug
gestion that here was just the right opportunity to "carry 
the war into Africa." II 

"As I was scouting down the line," relates Mr. Gill, "I ran 
across a colored man, whose ostensible purpose was the selling of 
brooms .••. I found that his name was Jim Daniels; that his wife, 
self, and babies belonged to an estate and were to be sold at an ad
ministrator's sale in the immediate future. His present business was 
not the selling of brooms particularly, but to find help to get himself, 
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family, and a few friends vicinity away from threatened 
conditions. Daniels was a fine-looking mulatto. I immediately 
hunted up Brown, and it was soon arranged to go the following 
night and give what assistance we could. I am sure that Brown, 
in his mind, was just waiting for something to turn up; or, in his 
way of thinking, was expecting or hoping that 'God would pro
vide him a basis of action.' When this came he hailed it as heaven-

lead a party of 
A'U,'-","'''''', or Hicklin, 

nn'r,;,ru master, while Tidd, Hazlett to 
number of eight, were to visit other plantations and rescue 

one or two more slaves who desired to drink of the cup of 
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not hold any particular malice or prejudice on account of these old 
transactions. Old things have passed away, but the truth can never 
pass away." II 

From Hicklan's, it was but three-quarters of a mile to the 
residence of John Larue, where five more slaves were liber
ated; thence, taking with them John B. Larue and a Dr. Ervin, 
a guest of the family, as prisoners, Brown and his men re
turned to Kansas. According to pro-slavery accounts: 

U Besides the negroes, Brown took from the Lawrence estate two 
good horses, a yoke of oxen, a good wagon, harness, saddles, a con· 
siderable quantity of provisions, bacon, flour, meal, coffee, sugar, 
etc., all of the bedding and clothing of the negroes, Hicklin's shot
gun, over-coat, boots, and many other articles belonging to the 
whites. From Larue were taken five negroes, six head of horses, har
ness, a wagon, a lot of bedding and clothing, provisions, and, in short, 
all the 'loot' available and portable." • 

Meanwhile, Stevens's expedition had released but one slave, 
and that at the cost of the owner's life. David Cruise, a 
wealthy settler, had a woman slave whom the Daniels party 
wished to take along on their journey toward the North Star. 
Stevens had hardly entered the house when he thought that 
Mr. Cruise was reaching for a weapon. He fired instantly and 
the old man dropped dead. A thirteen-year-old son, who had 
recognized Hazlett, afterwards charged him with the crime. 
But Stevens freely admitted the killing, though it weighed 
heavily upon him. Once, while at the Kennedy Farm, just 
before the raid on Harper's Ferry, he was asked to tell of it, and 
consented to if not urged again, for, he said, U I dislike to talk 
of it." He went, he declared," to the cabin and demanded the 
girl. The old man asked him in. Thoughtlessly he entered, 
when the old man slipped behind him, locked the door and 
"pulled a gun." It became instantly a case of shoot first. 
"You might call it a case of self-defence," asserted Stevens, 
u or you might also say that I had no business in there, and 
that the old man was right." Subsequently the Cruise family 
also charged wholesale looting of the house, the taking of two 
yoke of oxen, a wagon-load of provisions, eleven mules and 
two horses. It was also declared that a valuable mule was 
taken from another neighbor, Hugh Martin.1T 
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Naturally, the death of Mr. Cruise created great excitement 
in Missouri, for, Stevens's narrative to the contrary notwith
standing, he ranked as a peaceful, law-abiding citizen, accus
tomed to minding his own business. This murder instantly 
imperilled the safety of all the Kansas settlements near the 
border line, for it was wholly unprovoked and without a 
shadow of the usual apology, that Cruise had been guilty of 
outrages upon the people of Kansas. In 1856 such an event 
would have been excuse enough for a wholesale military inva
.sion of the Territory. As it was, Montgomery found it wise to 
be more than ever vigilant in the protection of the border. 
Stevens himself was not naturally bloodthirsty, but was the 
bravest of all Brown's men. Gill says of him, that he .. was one 
of nature's noblemen if there ever was one. Generous and 
brave, impulsive and loving, one cannot speak too well or too 
kindly of him." .. 

But the result of the killing was bad enough. The Harrison
ville, Missouri, Democrat called the raiders robbers and assas
sins, and urged the Governor to do "something to protect our 
people."" The Wyandotte City Western Argus declared that 
Montgomery, who was first charged with being one of the 
raiders, and Brown" will have a heavy account to settle some 
day - for surely a terrible retribution will come to them 
sooner or later." It added that their" infamous deeds destroy 
the prospects of Territorial advancement," and would pre
vent the coming of emigrants next spring.fO The Lawrence 
newspapers were also hostile to the Missouri adventure, even 
the Republican criticising it, after having been urged to do so 
by George A. Crawford at Governor Medary's request. The 
editor of the Leavenworth Herald wrote from Jefferson City, 
Missouri, January 21, 1859, that "in the present state of 
affairs, the people of Kansas owe it to themselves, to the 
country, and to justice and right to put down these outlaws 
and preserve the peace. There is no earthly excuse for their 
invasion of Missouri." 71 General Lane, seeing his opportunity 
for another piece of bravado, wrote on January 9 to Governor 
Medary, offering, if given proper authority by him, to produce 
both Brown and Montgomery, after having procured their 
disbandment, "before the Kansas Legislature, now in session, 
or before any tribunal you may name." This offer elicited 
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only a diplomatic letter of thanks from Governor Medary, 
and led the vicious Herald of Freedom to affirm u that, how
ever Lane's offer might appear to others, it was to its editors 
"conclusive evidence of the complicity of Lane in those 
disturbances," - a ridiculous assertion. The St. Louis Mis
souri-Democrat printed, early in January, a letter from an 
Osawatomie correspondent, who thus portrayed the effect 
of Brown's raid, before describing it in detail: 7a 

II Hardly has the mind cooled down from the fever heat into which 
it was thrown by the Ft. Scott tragedy, before it is wrought up to 
a frenzied condition by the enactment of new scenes in the present 
exciting drama. Hardly is the ear saluted by one piece of startling 
intelligence before it is stunned by additional news, of a nature so 
revolting that the mind grows dizzy with horror, and involuntarily 
inquires whether we are not relapsing into the barbarism of the 
middle ages. It is not probable that the killing of Cruise was pre
meditated, but finding himself attacked by robbers, he resisted, as 
was natural, and as he had a right to do, and he was shot down 
remorselessly by the fiend who had attacked him. I have yet to see 
the first free State man of position in or around Osawatomie, who 
does not condemn in the strongest terms, any going into Missouri 
or committing depredations." 

Finally, the President of the United States offered a reward 
of $250 for the arrest of Brown and Montgomery, and the 
Governor of Missouri $3000 for the capture of Brown." 

With his two white prisoners and the slaves, Brown had 
moved slowly back to Kansas, meeting Stevens's party with 
its unhappy report of Cruise's death. As soon as the sun was 
well up, the whole party drew aside into a deep-wooded ravine, 
some distance from the road. Remaining in camp through
out the day, they resumed their journey after dark, and at 
midnight on Wednesday reached the home of Augustus Wat
tles, two miles north of Mound City. Montgomery and a few 
of his men were sleeping, as Mrs. Emma Wattles Morse has 
related the story,n in Wattles's loft, and were awakened 

"by the chattering and laughing of the darkies as they warmed 
around the stove while Mrs. Wattles was getting supper. Mont
gomery put his head down the stairway, exclaiming: 'How is this, 
Capt. Brown? Whom have you here?' Brown replied, waving his 
hat around the circle, 'Allow me to introduce to you a part of my 
family. Observe I have carried the war into Africa.' After supper 
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the women and children were taken to the house of J. O. Wattles, 
only a few steps away, the men went to their wagons, while Brown 
and two of his men lay on the floor for the two or three hours remain
ing of the night." 

At dawn on Thursday the caravan started again, and this 
time without Brown. Two of his men accompanied the one 
ox-team, which was sent forward, one going ahead to act as 
pilot. But the latter turned back to "see the fun," believing 
that Brown was going to have some fighting with the pur
suers hourly expected. Thus the man driving the team went 
on alone with his valuable living freight. It was near sunset 
and quite cold when they arrived at Osawatomie, Mr. Adair 
stated, and it was Christmas Eve as well. Mr. Adair wrote," 
in recalling the arrival of this pathetic band of dusky fugi
tives, that: 

"The fugitive slave law was still in force. I realized in some 
measure the responsibility of receiving them, consulted my wife, 
calling her attention to our responsibility, but would do as she said. 
She considered the subject for a few moments, then said: I I cannot 
tum them away.' By this time the team was in the road in front of 
the house. All were taken round to the backyard, and the colored 
people were brought into the back kitchen and kept there that 
night •••. " . 

I t was at two A. M. of the morning after Christmas that the 
fugitives were finally placed in the old abandoned preemption 
cabin on the south fork of the Pottawatomie, south of Osa
watomie, belonging to a young Vermonter, Charles Severns." 
Of unhewn hickory poles, neither chinked nor daubed, with
out door, floor, or windows, it must nevertheless have seemed 
a haven of rest and safety to the negroes escaping from the 
evil fate which would have been theirs, had they gone on the 
auction-block in Missouri. If they were not beyond danger of 
recapture, there were kind neighbors to bring them food, give 
them. encouragement and stand guard over them. There 
were friendly armed men constantly watching the cabin, which 
could be seen for a long distance from several sides. The 
slaves were armed and told on no account to surrender. They 
quickly made the cabin habitable, building a chimney of 
prairie sod, and the naturally gay spirits of the race bubbled 
over so that frequently they had to be cautioned to be 
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quiet. Several times they were on the verge of discovery, but 
the danger was always staved off. Pottawatomie Creek for 
twenty-five miles southwest of Osawatomie, with all its tribu
taries, was in vain searched by armed Missourians, who gave 
special attention to the timber along the streams. The open 
prairie was after all the safest place. 

Meanwhile, Shubel Morgan, whose raid into Missouri was 
the eighth undertaken by Kansas Free State men, was in 
readiness to repel a counter-invasion. William Hutchinson, 
the Kansas correspondent of the New York Times, who had 
come South to see for himself how things stood, met John 
Brown at noon on Thursday, December 30, and went with him 
to Wattles's home.'· He wrote to his wife a few days later: 

"Have heard the full history of Brown's going into Missouri and 
shall justify him. I met with Brown and his boys about noon that 
day, Thursday. We went to Wattles that night together, and we 
were together all night and next day, talking much with him and 
Wattles and others who called on us. They took special pains to 
have a war council on my account, and appeared to have great con
fidence in the opinion of 'the man from Lawrence,' as some termed 
me. I am so vain as to think my advice did have some good effect. 
I recommended one more trial for a settlement before resorting 
to rash measures, and they accepted my plans, and we drew up a 
paper for signatures and Wattles started to circulate it among both 
parties." 

This was undoubtedly a second draft of the John Brown 
plan referred to above. Mr. Hutchinson in later years had a 
vivid recollection of that night with John Brown. 

"Our bed was a mattress made of hay, laid upon the floor of the 
second story. Sleep seemed to be a secondary matter with him. I 
am sure he talked on that night till the small hours, and his all 
absorbing theme was 'my work,' 'my great duty,' 'my mission,' etc., 
meaning of course, the liberation of the slaves. He seemed to have 
no other object in life, no other hope or ambition. The utmost sin
cerity pervaded his every thought and word." 

From Wattles's home Brown went into camp on Turkey 
Creek, not far from Fort Scott, where he witnessed the begin
ning of the last calendar year of his life. On January 2 he 
formally wrote to Montgomery," asking him to hold himself 
in readiness to callout reinforcements at a moment's notice, 
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to prevent a possible invasion because of a raid into Missouri. 
Montgomery, meanwhile, was eagerly at work for peace, and 
attended with Mr. Hutchinson a peace meeting three miles 
from Mapleton. Mr. Hutchinson wrote the resolutions that 
were adopted . 

.. Montgomery," he says, .. made a good speech, and every man on 
the ground seemed fully to endorse him. . . . The whole country 
along the border is in arms and I fear the end is distant. • . . The 
blood is up on this side and they won't stop now for trifles, from late 
reports. To-day, Jan. 3rd, some 500 men from Fort Scott crossed 
the river (Little Osage) near the State line going North, and we aU 
expect warm work is near." 

Fortunately for all concerned, there was no great bloodshed, 
- merely skirmishes, in one of which three Free State men 
were wounded. In these engagements Kagi commanded, for 
Brown had already gone North, - he reached Osawatomie 
on January 1 I. The pro-slavery forces were a posse benton 
capturing the Free State invaders of Missouri.-

Early in January, Shubel Morgan was visited by George 
A. Crawford, a Free State Democrat, who went South at 
Governor Medary's request, and reported both to him and 
to President Buchanan. Writing to Eli Thayer, of Worcester, 
on August 4, 1879, Mr. Crawford thus described in part this 
interview near the Trading Post: 

H I protested to the Captain against this violence [the killing of 
Cruise]. We were settlers - he was not. He could strike a blow 
and leave. The retaliatory blow would fallon us. Being a free-state 
man, I myself was held personally responsible by pro-slavery ruf
fians in Ft. Scott for the acts of Capt. Brown. One of these ruf
fians - Brockett - when they gave me notice to leave the town, 
said, • When a snake bites me I don't go hunting for that particular 
snake. I kill the first snake I come to.' I called Capt. Brown's 
attention to the fact that we were at peace with Missouri - that 
o~r Legislature was then in the hands of Free State men to make the 
laws - that even in our disturbed counties of Bourbon and Linn 
they were in a majority and had elected officers both to make and 
execute the laws - that without peace we could have no immigra
tion - that no Southern immigration was coming - that agitation 
such as his was only keeping our Northern friends away, etc., etc. 
The old man replied that it was no pleasure to him, an old man, to 
be living in the saddle, away from home and family, exposing his 
life, and if the Free State men of Kansas felt that they no longer 
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needed him he would be glad to go .••. I think the conversation 
made an impression on him, for he soon after went to his self-sac-
rifice at Harper's Ferry."" . • 

To Brown's final visit to his staunch friend Wattles especial 
interest attaches, for it was at this time that he produced the 
'Parallels' published in the New York Tribune and else
where, which attracted great attention and are more often 
quoted in connection with Brown than anything else except 
his final address to the Virginia jury. Mr. Wattles had 
severely censured his old friend" for going into Missouri con
trary to our agreement and getting these slaves." He replied, 
Mr. Wattles testified in 1860: n" I considered the matter well; 
YOll will have no more attacks from Missouri; I shall now 
leave Kansas; probably you will never see me again; I con
sider it my duty to draw the scene of the excitement to some 
other part of the country." Montgomery and Kagi were 
parties to this discussion as to the storm his raid had created. 
Brown had been writing letters as they talked.·1 Finally, 
turning to the others with a manuscript in his hand, he said: 
"Gentlemen, I would like to have your attention for a few 
minutes. I usually leave the newspaper work to Kagi, but 
this time I have something to say myself." He then read 
the 'Parallels,' which he had dated at the Trading Post, lest 
the usual date line, Moneka, prove a cause of trouble to the 
staunch Wattles household. They are as follows: 

TIL\J)ING POST, KANSAS, Jany. 1859. 

Gents: You will greatly oblige a humble friend by allowing the 
use of your colums while I briefly state two parallels, in my poor 
way. Not One year ago Eleven quiet citizens of this neighborhood 
(viz) Wm Robertson, Wm Colpetzer, Amos Hall, Austin Hall, John 
Campbell, Asa Snyder, Thos Stilwell, Wm Hairgrove, Asa Hair
grove, Patrick Ross, and B. L. Reed, - were gathered up from 
their work, & their homes by an armed force (under One HamiJ,
ton) & without trial; or opportunity to speak in own defence were 
formed into a line & all but one shot, Five killed & Five wounded. 
One fell unharmed, pretending to be dead. All were left for dead. 
The only crime charged against them was that of being Free-State 
men. Now, I inquire what action has ever, since the occurrence in 
May last, been taken by either the President of the United States; 
the Governor of Missouri, or the Governor of Kansas, or any of their 
tools; or by any proslavery or administra'ion man? to ferret out 
and punish the perpetrators of this crime? 
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Now for the other parallel. On Sunday the 19th of DeCember a 
negro called Jim came over to the Osage settlement from Missouri 
& stated that he together with his Wife, Two Children, & another 
Negro man were to be sold within a day or Two & beged for help 
to get away. On Monday (the following) night, Two small com
panies were made up to go to Missouri & forcibly liberate the Five 
slaves together with other slaves. One of these companies I assumed 
to direct. We proceeded to the place surrounded the buildings lib
erated the slaves & also took certain property supposed to belong to 
the estate. We however learned before leaveing that a portion of the 
articles we had taken belonged to a man living on the plantation as a 
tenant, & who was supposed to have no interest in the estate. We 
promptly returned to him all we had taken so far I believe. We then 
went to another plantation, where we freed Five more slaves, took 
some property; & Two white men. We moved all slowly away into 
the Territory for some distance, & then sent the White men back, 
telling them to follow us as soon as they chose to do so. The other 
company freed One female slave, took some property; &, as I am 
informed, killed One White man (the master), who fought against 
the liberation. Now for a comparison. Eleven persons are forcibly 
restored to their natural; & inalienable rights, with but one man 
killed; & all "Hell is stirred from beneath." It is currently reported 
that the Governor of Missouri has made a requisition upon the 
Governor of Kansas for the delivery of all such as were concerned in 
the last-named "dreadful outrage." The Marshal of Kansas is said 
to be collecting a possee of Missouri (not Kansas) men at West Point 
in Missouri a little town about Ten miles distant, to "enforce the 
laws," & all proslavery conservative Free-State, and dough-faced 
men & Administration tools are 61led with holy horror. 

Consider the two cases, and the action of the Administration 
party. 

JOHN BROWN." 
Respectfully yours, 

Indubitably, the parallel was an effective one. The theft of 
black human property was always the most heinous offence 
known in the South during slavery days; and, although he had 
expressed due horror at the Hamilton massacre, Governor 
Denver had neither requisitioned the Governor of Missouri 
for the delivery of Hamilton's criminals, nor offered a reward 
for their apprehension. Now, however, the case was different.8I 

Governor Medary sent a message to the Legislature on J anu
ary I I, denouncing both Brown and Montgomery, refusing to 
give the names of his informants as to their movements in 
Linn and Bourbon counties, and asking the Legislature to act 
at once, besides repeating his offer of $250 reward each for 
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the arrest of Brown and Montgomery.1I To this a committee 
of the Legislature made a remarkably spirited and able reply. 
While censuring Brown and Montgomery, and attributing to 
them the It ruin and desolation" that had "settled down on 
two of the most beautiful counties in Kansas," the committee 
was It clearly of the opinion that all armed bands should be 
dispersed, and the law should be sustained. Kansas has too 
long suffered in her good name from the acts of lawless men 
and from the corruption of Federal officers." As to the Federal 
Government's offer of a reward, the committee was emphatic 
in its statement that this poliCy would not succeed. "The 
man of Kansas," it said, "that would, for a reward, deliver up 
a man to the General Government, would sink into the grave 
of an Arnold or a Judas. • . . Such have been the acts of the 
General Government in this Territory, that public sentiment 
will not permit any person to receive the gold of the General 
Government as a bribe to do a duty." 87 There being a mi
nority report of a different character, the Legislature referred 
the whole matter to a select committee, which brought in a 
harmless report that the Legislature should uphold the Gov
ernor in enforcing the law. 

Montgomery promptly wrote, on January 15, a long letter 
to the Lawrence Republican,1I setting forth actual conditions 
and saying among other things: "For Brown's doings in Mis
souri I am not responsible. I know nothing of either his plans 
or intentions. Brown keeps his own counsels, and acts on his 
own responsibility. I hear much said about Montgomery and 
his company. I have no company. We have had no organiza
tion since the 5th day of July." Montgomery, with splendid 
courage, followed this letter up in person, arriving in Lawrence 
on January 18, and, boldly walking into court in the after
noon, surrendered himself to Judge Elmore, by whom he was 
turned over to the sheriff. As the only indictment pending 
against him was one for robbing a post-office, this border 
leader was promptly released on four thousand dollars' bail. 
Two days later, he spoke for nearly three hours before a large 
audience in the Lawrence Congregational Church, detailing 
the whole history of the border troubles." Frequently inter
rupting him with applause, the audience, at the conclusion 
of his story, gave three cheers for him, and three more for 
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"Old John Brown." The next day, Montgomery went back to 
the South, where he continued his efforts in behalf of peace. 
On February 2 he returned to Lawrence with six of his men, 
who likewise surrendered to Judge Elmore, to Governor 
Medary's great satisfaction.-

As for John Brown, he was now ready to leave the Territory 
for the last time. Of constructive work there was no more to 
his credit than when he left the Territory in 1856. The terror 
of his name undoubtedly acted as a deterrent while he was on 
the Missouri line. But there had been peace in Linn and 
Bourbon counties, and would have been, had he not appeared, 
until Montgomery rightly or wrongly assumed the offensive 
in November, - except for the usual lawlessness of a frontier 
where the courts are not respected. As Montgomery said, 
Shubel Morgan kept his own counsels and went his own way, 
and the sole act of any significance to be credited to him during 
this six months in southern Kansas is the capture of the slaves. 
On the other hand, his presence in Linn, after deducting 
properly the numerous acts wrongfully attributed to him and 
his men, was in itself the cause of excitement and strife. It 
was an incentive to men of the Weaver type to spread stories 
of impending trouble for their own ends. Certain it is that 
the Missouri raid, in violation of his agreement, caused many 
peaceful Free State settlers to flee their homes for fear of vio
lence, and might have resulted seriously but for the efforts 
of certain Missourians to keep the peace, and for the pusilla
nimity of those who wished to retaliate but feared the conse
quences. In Missouri, however, that raid had caused sufficient 
alarm to convince Brown again of the telling effect upon the 
crumbling foundations of slavery of a similar undertaking on a 
larger scale. "All the slaves in the thickest slave settlements 
in Missouri for twenty or thirty miles have been carried into 
Texas or Arkansas, or are closely guarded by a large force 
every night," reported, on January 15, a Tribune correspondent 
from Lawrence." 

I t is not to be believed that if the Massachusetts friends of 
John Brown had been fully informed as to what little good he 
had achieved, after they sent him back to Kansas, or of the 
results of his surrounding himself with armed followers, they 
would have been wholly content with the outlay they had 
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made to send him there. Gerrit Smith and others rejoiced in 
the Missouri liberations,u but it does not appear that they 
were aware that quiet was restored as soon as Brown left the 
Territory and Montgomery decided to work for peace. This 
was finally assured by the Legislature's passage of an act 
gr~ting amnesty to all who had committed crimes in Linn 
and Bourbon and four other counties. This act was approved 
by Governor Medary on February II," when Brown was on 
his way out of the Territory. Thereafter there was peace and 
quiet in Kansas until the Civil War came with its renewal of 
strife, of anarchy and border lawlessness, with the Quantrell 
massacre at Lawrence and the other episodes of the long war 
between brothers. 

Brown parted about January 20 from his kinspeople at 
Osawatomie, and, with a disregard and contempt akin to 
Montgomery's for the rewards offered for his arrest, set out 
with the liberated slaves for the long journey to Canada, with 
Gill as his sole helper, on the road to Lawrence. On the I I th 
of January he had written to his family It of his middling 
health and his regret that he had been unable to finish up his 
business as rapidly as he had hoped to, when he wrote pre
viously (December 2). He was still unable to give an address 
for them to write to, and he made no reference to his rescue of 
the slaves, or to his impending departure for the East. This 
was delayed by the arrival of a twelfth fugitive, a baby born 
to one of the slave women; to it was given the name of John 
Brown. "A day or two before starting," records Mr. Gill: 

.. I had learned of a span of horses held by a Missourian stopping 
temporarily a few miles from Osawatomie, and the suspicion was 
well grounded that he had appropriated them from free state 
owners. At Garnett I acquainted Stevens and Tidd with the fact, 
who set out the same evening that we did, to replevin these horses. 
After doing so they proceeded to Topeka to await us; Kagi also 
scouted ahead for some purpose, most probably to arrange stop
ping places for us, and then went on ahead also for Topeka, leaving 
Brown and myself alone with the colored folks." 

With this reconversion of pro-slavery horses into loyal Free 
State animals, Brown's men wound up their career in south
eastern Kansas. 

Shubel Morgan's trip from the cabin near Garnett to Major 
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J. B. Abbott's house near Lawrence was as trying as it was 
daring. Through mud, and then over frozen ground, without 
a dollar of money in their pockets, their shoes all but falling 
apart, Gill and Brown resolutely drove the slow-going ox
team, with its load of women and children." These two 
staunch men demonstrated here, if ever, their willingness to 
suffer for others; Gill's feet were frozen when they reached 
Major Abbott's, on January 24, and "the old man," Gill 
relates, "had fingers, nose and ears frozen." From this haven 
of rest they sent the ox-team and wagon into Lawrence to be 
sold, and in its place obtained horses and wagons. Samuel 
F. Tappan, who, like Major Abbott, had been one of Bran
son's rescuers in 1855, loaned a two-horse wagon, with Eben 
Archibald as driver." It was while he was staying with Major 
Abbott or a near-by neighbor, Mr. Grover, that Brown re
ceived a visit from Dr. John Doy, whose subsequent mis
fortune aroused indignation throughout the North. Dr. Doy 
had been asked to pilot a number of negroes from Lawrence 
to safety, and it was first agreed that he should join forces 
with Brown. Circumstances altered, however, and it was 
decided that they should move separately. Dr. Doy spent one 
evening endeavoring to induce Brown to change his mind, or 
at least to give him part of his small escort." But Brown had, 
besides Archibald, only Gill and possibly one other. The next 
day both Doy and Brown were on their way. The resoluteness 
and intrepidity of the latter carried him safely through to 
Nebraska. But where he escaped posses and United States 
troops, Dr. Doy was easily taken, his negroes - two of them 
free-born - sent back to a hateful bondage, while Dr. Doy 
himself was sentenced to five years in the Missouri peniten
tiary, to which he would have gone, had not the brave and ever 
ready Major Abbott and other friends rescued him from jail, 
in St. Joseph, in the nick of time. 

Somehow or other, Brown recruited his finances while near 
Lawrence,lR and his wagonSt when he drove away, were creak
ing with the weight of provisions contributed by Major 
Abbott and Mr. Grover. He narrowly escaped capture on the 
road by men who were expecting him to. come by in an ox-cart. 
Leaving Lawrence on the evening of the 25th for Topeka, he 
stopped at the residence of a Mr. Owen, two miles north of the 
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town." There Gill dropped out to rest and recuperate, the 
indomitable Stevens taking his place. But there was no rest 
for Brown. On the 28th his little train reached Holton amid 
all the discomfort of a driving prairie snow-storm. lOG Here 
fugitives and conductors alike were q>mpelled to seek refuge 
from the elements in the tavern, with the result that news of 
their presence spread quickly. The following day the fates were 
clearly against them, for when they reached their next Under
ground Railroad station, six miles away, the cabin of Abram 
Fuller on Straight, or Spring, Creek, that stream was too high 
to ford. 

All day Sunday the adventurers rested in cabins near the 
creek, while a messenger sent to Topeka called a congregation 
out of church to go to Brown's aid; for on Saturday Brown 
had discovered the presence in his immediate neighborhood of 
a posse from Atchison, headed by Mr. A. P. Wood, which 
barred ~he way to liberty on the other side of the creek. - a 
fact at once triumphantly announced to President Buchanan 
by Governor Medary.101 The latter hastily sent a special 
deputy marshal, Colby by name, to Colonel Sumner, who was 
now commandant of Fort Leavenworth, with a request for 
troops to capture Brown.IOI But long before Colby and the 
cavalry given him could reach Holton, that elusive bird for 
whom the net was spread had flown, - precisely as he had 
when Lieut.-Col. Cooke's dragoons so nearly captured him,
leaving Medary and Buchanan tp swallow their chagrin 
as best they might. Their bete noir had leisurely traversed 
Kansas, his presence being known to many, yet the Territo
rial authorities had failed to lay hands upon him. 

How Brown thus escaped from Kansas is both an amusing 
and a characteristic story. His policy of going to close quar
ters when in the presence of the enemy again demonstrated its 
value on this occasion, which has been dubbed the II Battle of 
the Spurs." When the reinforcements from Topeka. headed 
by Colonel John Ritchie, arrived, the creek was still high and 
the crossing bad. What happened is told by an eye-witness, 
Llewellyn L. Kiene: UD 

" 'What do you propose to do, Captain?' asked one of the body 
guard. 
_ , .. Cross the creek and move north,~ he responded, and his lips 
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closed in that familiar, firm expression which left no doubt as to his 
purpose . 

.. • But captain, the water is high, and the Fuller crossing is very 
bad. I doubt if we can get through. There is a much better ford 5 
miles up the creek,' said one of the men who had joined the rescuers 
at Holton. • 

.. The old man faced the guard and his eyes flashed. 'I have set 
out on the Jim Lane road,' he said, 'and I intend to travel it straight 
through, and there is no use to talk of turning aside. Those who are 
afraid may go back, but I will cross at the Fuller crossing. The Lord 
has marked out a path for me, and I intend to follow it. We are 
ready to move.'" 

I t is needless to say that no one fal teredo Gill, who had come 
with the rescuers from Topeka, thus relates the story of the 
fray as he saw it: 

.. At noon the next day [Monday] we reached McClain's cabins, 
where we found our company. I believe that they were glad to see 
us. Stevens had, awhile previous to our coming, gone out alone and 
demanded a surrender from four armed men. Three ran. One had 
to drop, as a 'bead' was drawn upon him. We now learned that 
there were about 80 ruffians waiting for us at the ford. We num
bered 22 - all told, of men, black and white. We marched down 
upon them. They had as good a position as eighty men could wish, 
to defeat a thousand, but the closer we got to the ford the farther 
they got from it. We found some of their horses. Our boys mounted 
and gave chase to them; succeeded in taking three or four prisoners. 
The last that was seen of the marshal was in the direction of Le
compton, and appearances suggested the idea that his mind was 
fixed upon the fate of Lot's wife." 

In such haste was the posse to escape that two men mounted 
one horse, and others clung to the tails of the horses of their 
comrades without taking time to mount their own. Such was 
the terror of John Brown's name. "There is a great deal of the 
old fighting spirit up," reported the Missouri Democrat,lo. in 
giving its account of the" Battle of the Spurs." "The chase," 
said the Leavenworth Times, 

.. was a merry one and closed by Brown's taking off three of his pur
suers as prisoners; with four horses, pistols, guns, &c., as legitimate 
plunder. The prisoners were carried some twenty miles, and then 
sent back to Atchison both wiser and sadder men. They feel rather 
chop-fallen, and vent their wrath on their captain, whom they de
nounce as a blusterer and coward. The terms might be applied to 
the whole party as well, for aught we know. Old Captain Brown is 
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not to be taken' by 'boys' and he cordial!l invites all proslavery 
men to try their hands at arresting him." 1 

From Holton, Brown's day's journey carried him to 
Sabetha, at the head of Pony Creek, six miles from the 
Nebraska line, where he again found helpful and earnest 
friends. The men were divided among three houses in the 
neighborhood for the night. The next day, February I, was 
his last in Kansas. Mr. Graham, of Sabetha, writes: 

uThe morning Brown left Kansas he wanted me to go along and 
help them over the Nemaha river, and I did. When we came to the 
river it was so high we could not ford it, and the weather was very 
cold. We hoped it would freeze that night so that the ice would 
bear; and we stayed at the log-house of a half-breed Indian, named 
Tessaun, on the Sac and Fox Reservation [in Nebraska]. He had a 
double log-house, and gave us a large room with a bed in it. As I 
had no blankets, I was assigned to the bed with John Brown. In the 
morning the ice was strong enough to bear a man, but not a team; 
so they took the wagons to pieces and pushed them across; then laid 
poles across, with rails and bushes and boards on them, and over 
this bridge they led the horses. Then I bade them good bye, and 
returned to Sabetha." 

On the 4th, Brown crossed the Missouri at Nebraska City 
and stood on Iowa soil, eluding another posse of fifty, just 
before entering Nebraska City, which Gill met and avoided 
by a stratagem. One day more and he was in the familiar 
town of Tabor. loa The exodus from Kansas was over; the 
flight from the Egyptians had passed its most dangerous stage. 
Five days after his arrival there, on February 10, Brown wrote 
to his "Dear Wife and Children All:" 

" I am once more in Iowa through the great mercy of God. Those 
with me & other friends are well. I hope soon to be at a point where 
I can learn of your welfare & perhaps send you something besides 
my good wishes. I suppose you ~et the common news. May the 
God of my fathers be your God." 1 

It was the same, yet for John Brown a changed, Tabor 
which he entered with the rescued slaves, elated over stand
ing on free soil. The news of his coming had preceded him, 
and with it the details of the Missouri exploit, the killing 
of Cruise, the' taking of oxen, horses and wagons. Strongly 
anti-slavery as the town was, this seemed to it transgression of 
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the bounds. Throughout the North public sentiment was then 
practically unanimous on the side of the fugitive slave. In 
Massachusetts the Federal Government itself was now power
less to take back the slave who had fled from his chains, so 
bitter was the anger of the citizens of the State after the ren
dition of Anthony Bums in 1854. The moral sentiment of the 
time perceived, moreover, no wrong in the slave's taking such 
things as he needed for his flight. Were they not but a small 
part of the wage he had earned which had been wickedly with
held from him? And would not flight in most cases have been 
impossible if they did not take at least the clothes they wore, 
which belonged not to them but to the master? To Ellen 
Craft, who. wearing her owner's suit and high hat, imperson
ated a white man travelling North. with her husband as an 
attendant slave, no stigma of theft attached. Slavery to the 
Abolitionists was the sum of human wickedness, and nearly all 
measures taken to escape from it were justifiable. Not, how
ever, the taking of human life. It was this that stuck in the 
crops of the Tabor community, which also had the frontier 
town's horror of the horse-thief. So that when John Brown's 
train of wagons arrived, there was a curious but a cold crowd 
to greet him. The slaves were put into a little school-house 
which yet stands, and the teams unloaded on the public com
mon that is still the particular attraction of Tabor. For a 
week, at least, Brown desired to rest and recuperate for the 
long overland trip across Iowa to Springdale. 

The next day being the Sabbath, as the Rev. John Todd, 
whose hospitable home had sheltered many an armed emi
grant ready to take human life in defence of Kansas, entered 
his church, there was handed to him the following note in John 
Brown's handwriting. which is still preserved in the Historical 
Department of Iowa at Des Moines: 

.. John Brown respectfully requests the church at Tabor to offer 
public thanksgiving to Almighty God in behalf of himself, & com
pany: & of their rescued captives, in particular for his gracious pre
severation of their lives, & health; & his signal deliverance of all out 
of the hand of the wicked, hitherto. 'Oh give thanks unto the Lord; 
for he is good: for his mercy endureth forever.''' 

The Rev. Dr. H. D. King was in the pulpit with Parson 
Todd, and to him the perplexed preacher turned for advice. 
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"BrotherTodd," said Mr. King,toa "this is your church, but if 
I were you I would not make a prayer for them. Inasmuch as 
it is said they have destroyed life and stolen horses, I should 
want to take the charge under examination before I made a 
public prayer." So, when the congregation was seated, Todd 
announced: "A petition is before us. But perhaps under the 
.circumstances it is better not to take public action. If any 
persons wish to help privately, it is their privilege to do so." 
There was also announced a meeting of the citizens for the 
next day. 

When this was called to order, John Brown was asked to 
speak in his own behalf. Just as he began his story, a Dr. 
Brown, of St. Joseph, Missouri, a well-known medical special
ist and a slaveholder, entered the church. Recognizing him, 
John Brown very quietly said that "one had just entered 
whom he preferred not to have hear what he had to say and 
would therefore respectfully request him to withdraw." 
Instantly a prominent citizen sprang to his feet and said he 
"hoped nothing would be heard that all might not hear." 
John Brown very quietly remarked that if that man remained 
he had nothing more to say, and soon afterward silently with
drew from the meeting. I t was understood that he said to one 
of his men without: "We had best look to our arms. We are 
not yet among friends." 101 George Gill relates that after 
Brown had declined to go on, Stevens arose and in his superb 
bass voice declared that'" So help him God. he never would sit 
in council with one who bought and sold human flesh,' and 
left the hall as did the rest of our party." no After a long dis
cussion, lasting it is said several hours, the meeting adopted 
the following resolutions, to John Brown's disgust: 

Resowed, That white we sympathize with the oppressed, & will 
do all that we conscientiously can to help them in their efforts 
for freedom, nevertheless, we have no Sympathy with those who 
go to Slave States, to entice away Slaves, & take property or life 
when necessary to attain that end. 

TABOR Feb 7th 1859 
J. SKITH 

Secretary of said meating.llI 

It cannot be denied that the element of fear entered into the 
.oonclusion reached.lU There were those in Tabor who thought 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



JOHN BROWN 

that too great hospitality to Brown at this juncture might lead 
to pro-slavery attacks upon the town. Certain it is that, had 
" Jim" Daniels come to Parson Todd, or almost any other 
inhabitant of Tabor, and asked for aid for his family, pro
viding it were near by, he would not have been turned away 
unaided; for this belief the town's record as an Underground 
Railroad station is reason enough.11I 

John Brown finally turned his back on Tabor on Febru
ary 11, and began his journey across Iowa. It was not without 
danger, for all the pro-slavery influences in the State were at 
work to prevent his reaching Canada, and many venturesome 
persons were attracted by the heavy reward for his head. 
Nevertheless, Brown took a well-beaten road, and did not shun 
the towns as he had in the previous winter, when moving the 
arms overland to Springdale. They stopped at Toole's, pre
sumablyan Underground Railroad station, on the night of 
the 12th, at Lewis's Mills on the next day, and at Grove City 
on the 14th.1U Dalmanutha was their resting-place on the 
15th, Aurora on the next day, and "Jordan's" on the 17th. 
The next day they boldly entered Des Moines, stopping, Mr. 
Gill says, Ie quite a while in the streets, Kagi hunting up Editor 
Dohn] Teesdale of the Register, an acquaintance of his; he also 
proved to be an old acquaintance of Brown's. Mr. Teesdale 
paid our ferriage across the Des Moines River." It was to 
Mr. Teesdale that Brown wrote in the next month, March, 
1859, lli in reply to a request for his reasons for entering Mis
souri, that: 

U First it has been my deliberate judgment since 1855 that the 
most ready and effectual way to retrieve Kansas would be to med
dle directly with the peculiar institution. Next, we had no means of 
moving the rescued captives without taking a portion of their law
fully acquired earniDlzs. All we took has been held sacred to that 
object and will be." Iii 

After the parting from Mr. Teesdale, the night was spent at 
a Mr. Hawley's; on the next day, the 19th, the stop was at 
Dickerson's, and on the 25th, the caravan was enthusiasti
cally welcomed at Grinnell, the home of Josiah Busnell Grin
nell, the most prominent Abolitionist in the State, whose life 
record, it has been said, would be a history of Iowa. To his 
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house Brown went on arrival, and no welcome could have been . 
more cordial. Mr. Grinnell himself has left a record of it, ur 
and Brown was so touched by it as to be moved to send th~ 
following summary of it to the backsliders in Tabor as coals 
of fire for their unworthy heads: 

REcEPTION OF BROWN & PARTY AT GRINNELL, IOWA 

1st. Whole party & teams kept for Two days free of cost. 
CZd Sundry articles of clothing given to captives. 
3~ Bread, Meat, Cakes, Pies, etc. prepared for our journey. 
4th Full houses for Two Nights in succession at which meetings 

Brown and Kagi spoke and were loudly cheered; & fully indorsed. 
Three Congregational Clergymen attended the meeting on Sabbath 
evening (notice of whicb was given out from the Pulpit). All of them 
took part in justifying our course & in urging contributions in our 
behalf & there was no dissenting speaker present at either meeting. 
Mr. Grinnell spoke at length & has since laboured to procure us a 
free and safe conveyance to Chicago: & effected it. 

5th Contributions in cash amounting to $26.50 Twenty Six Dol
lars & Fifty cents. 

6th Last but not least Public thanksgiving to Allmighty God 
offered up by Mr. Grinnell in the behalf of the whole company for 
His great mercy; & protecting care, with prayers for a continuance 
of those blessings. 

As the action of Tabor friends has been published in the news
papers by some of her people (as I suppose), would not friend 
Gaston or some other friend give publicity to all the above. 

Respectfully your friend 
JOHN BROWN 

P. S. 
SPRINGDALB, IOWA 26th Feby 1859 

our reception among the Quaker friends here has been most 
cordial. 

Yours truly, 
J. B.llI 

From Grinnell on, the party, moving slowly, reached Iowa 
City on the morning of the 25th, and the familiar Springdale 
on the same afternoon. Here the slaves and Brown remained. 
until March 10, when they departed from West Liberty for: 
Chicago, because of persistent rumors that the pro-slavery 
element in Iowa City, headed by Samuel Workman, the BU7 
chanan postmaster, would endeavor to recapture the slaves:. 
Indeed, an effort was made to arrest Brown and Kagi when 
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they spent a night in Iowa City, after reaching Springdale. tll 

While Brown and Kagi were in the back of a restaurant, 
two men appeared at the front door and demanded the 
"damned nigger-thief of Kansas," whom they were going to 
hang with the rope in their hands. The restaurant-keeper, 
Baumer by name, sent them away and notified Brown. There 
was at that time a street-meeting going on, and to it Baumer 
went, and returning, reported that there was an excited dis
cussion going on as to how Brown could be taken without 
risking the captors' skins. Finally, a picked force was sent 
to Dr. Jesse Bowen's stable to watch it, for Brown's team 
was correctly thought to be there. Dr. Jesse Bowen, William 
Penn Clarke, L. A. Duncan and a Colonel Trowbridge, Abo
litionist friends, rallied to Brown's support, and spirited him 
and Kagi out of town early in the morning. Colonel Trow
bridge led them safely by unfrequented roads, 

"'to a Quaker's house not far from Pedee, and there left them to 
their own resources, while he made his way back to Iowa City. 
There was then a post-office called Carthage, six miles east of the 
city, in Scott township, and a man named Gruilich was the post
master. At this place there was a party of men shooting at a target, 
drinking liquor, and waiting for old John Brown to come along." 

It was while staying in Springdale, on this last visit, that 
Brown wrote a letter to Dr. Bowen at Iowa City, which is of 
value as showing clearly that he still felt himself morally and 
legally entitled to some of the arms remaining in Tabor, under 
the National Committee vote of January 24, 1857 (not Jan
uary 2 as below): 

DR JESSE BOWEN 
DEAR SIR 

SPUNGDALE, CEDAR Co, IOWA, 3rd March 1859 

I was lately at Tabor in this State where there is lying in the 
care of Jonas Jones Esqr. one brass field piece futty mounted; & 
carriage good. Also a quantity of grape and round shot: together 
with part of another carriage of some value. Also some twenty or 
over U. S. rifles with flint locks. The rifles are good and in good 
order, I have held a claim on these articles since Jan 2 1857 that is 
both morally and legally good against any and all other parties: but 
I informed Mr. Jones that I would most cheerfully; and even gladly 
waive it entirely in your favor: knowing the treatment you have 
received. I should think these articles might be 80 disposed of as 
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to save you from ultimate loss: but I need not say to you how 
important is perfect and secure possession in such cases: & you 
are doubtless informed of the disordered condition of the National 
Kansas Committee matters. I left with you a little cannon & car
riage. Could you, or anyone induce the inhabitants of your city 
to make me up something for it; & buy it either to keep as an old 
relic; or for the sake of helping me a little? I am certainly quite 
needy; and have moreover quite a family to look after. There are 
those who would sooner see me supplied with a good halter than 
anything else for my services. Will you please write me frankly to 
John H. Painter Esqr or by bearer whether you think anything can 
be done for me with the gun; or otherwise? My best wishes for 
yourself & family. 

Respectfully your friend 
JOHN BROWN uO 

Whether through Dr. Bowen's efforts or those of some one 
else, this little cannon now ornaments the library of the Uni
versity of Iowa, at Iowa City. 

The kindly Quakers of Springdale were quite relieved when 
Brown finally disbanded his escort and moved on, for they 
were well aware that he and his men would fight before they 
would give up the slaves. Stevens, Gill related, on hearing 
that there might be a rescue attempted, said: It Just give me 
a house and I'll defend them against forty." It A bystander," 
continued Mr. Gill, Ie has since told me that he had often heard 
of the eyes flashing fire, but that he never believed it until 
then. It was in the dusk of evening, and he declared that he 
did actually see the sparks flying from his [Stevens's] eyes." 111 

It is said that a posse did leave Iowa City for Springdale, 
but thought better of it on hearing that Brown was in readi
ness for them; on at least one occasion the young Quakers of 
the vicinity stood guard with Brown's men most of the night, 
to protect the fugitives. lU On March 9, with a strong guard 
of white men, the slaves were moved to Keith's steam mill 
at West Liberty, the nearest' railroad station. Here they were 
kept overnight, and in the morning, when the first train from 
Iowa City passed, it conveniently left a box-car near the mill. 
It Acting no doubt," says an eye-witness,ua" upon the suppo
sition it was intended for use, it was at once made ready, the 
colored people and property placed within." At eleven o'clock 
the Chicago train came along, only to leave with the innocent
looking box-car safely between the engine and the express car. 
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The use of the box-car had finally been obtained by William 
Penn Clarke, by making the agent at West Liberty believe 
that the railroad officials knew and connived.1U This he did 
by showing him a draft of fifty dollars for Brown from John 
F. Tracy, the superintendent of the road, and a.friendly letter 
from Hiram Price, the secretary of the road, to a deputy 
superintendent. Mr. Grinnell, by engaging the car in Chicago, 
aided, and Mr. Tracy refused to accept payment for the car 
on the ground that "we might be held for the value of every 
one of those niggers." 121 . 

At Chicago, Brown, with Kagi and Stevens • and his dusky 
followers, awakened Allan Pinkerton, of detective fame, at 
4.30 the next morning, March 11. Pinkerton at once distrib
uted them and got them under cover, sending John Brown 
to his friend John Jones, a negro, and taking others into 
his own house. He got some breakfast, and then hurried to 
Jones's to see Brown, who explained that he was on the way 
to Canada. After some talk they decided to wait until after a 
lawyers' meeting that day, at which Pinkerton hoped to get 
some money. He actually did raise between five and six hun
dred dollars, and obtained a car from Colonel C. G. Ham
mond, the General Superintendent of the Michigan Central 
Railway, who personally saw to it that the car was stocked 
with provisions and water.1I1 At 4.45 that same afternoon, 
the party left Chicago for Detroit in charge of Kagi, arriving 
at ten o'clock on March 12, Brown going by an earlier train 
to make sure of meeting Frederick Douglass, then in Detroit. 
He was on hand to have the happiness of seeing his black 
charges on the ferry-boat for Windsor, where they were soon 
rejoicing in their freedom under the Union Jack. One of the 
slave women had had six masters, and four of the party had 
served sixteen owners in all. 117 Henceforth they were to be 
in control of their own persons and profit by their own labor. 
As for their benefactor, John Brown, he had brought them 
safely eleven hundred miles in eighty-two days from the date 
of their liberation, six hundred miles of which had been cov
ered in wagons in the dead of winter. The hegira was at an 
end. 

• Gill had parted at Springdale from Brown finally, because of inflammatory 
. rheumatism. 
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THE EVE OF THE TRAGEDY 

THERE was no period of rest and jubilation for J oha Brown, 
however it might be with the rescued slaves in their new 
Canadian surroundings. He and Kagi arrived in Cleveland 
on March IS, from Detroit, and spent about a week with Mrs. 
Charles M. Sturtevant, a sister of Charles W. Moffet, before 
going on to Ashtabula County to visit his sons there domi
ciled.' While in Cleveland, Brown sought to raise money by 
two methods, lecturing and the sale of two of his captured 
horses and a "liberated" mule. The Cleveland Leader of 
March 18, 1859, announced the lecture in this manner: 

II IOld Brown' of Kansas, the terror of all Border Ruffiandom, 
with a number of his men, will be in Cleveland tonight, when he, 
and J. H. Kagi, Kansas correspondent of the N. Y. Tribune, will 
f!ve a true account of the recent troubles in Kansas, and of the late 
Invasion of Missouri,' and what it was done for, together with 

other highly interesting matters that have never yet appeared in 
the papers. The meeting will be held in Chapin's Ha1l7i o'clock. 
These men have fought and suffered bravely for Free Kansas, and 
with good effect. Go and hear them and you will not grudge your 
quarter, necessary to defray the expenses to which they have been 
subjected by the persecutions of their enemies, aided and abetted 
by the faithless Democratic administration." 

On account of a violent storm, few people attended the 
lecture, which was therefore postponed. The Leader next an
nounced it for March 21, promising an evening of "thrilling 
interest." I But even this announcement failed to attract; it 
was a H slim attendance" which the newspapers recorded the 
next day. The reporters were there, however, and to them we 
owe full accounts of the meeting. One of these, that of the 
Plain Deale", is very "journalistic," as may be judged from 
the following description of Brown from the pen of " Artemus 
Ward," then the Plain Dealer's city editor: 

II He is a medium-sized, compactly-bullt and wiry man, and as 
quick as a cat in his movements. His hair is of a salt and pepper hue 
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and as stiff as bristles, he has a long, waving, milk-white goatee, 
which gives him a somewhat patriarchal appearance, his eyes are 
gray and sharp. A man of pluck is Brown. You may bet on that. 
He shows it in his walk, talk, and actions. He must be rising sixty, 
and yet we believe he could lick a yard full of wild cats before break
fast and without taking off his coat. Turn him into a ring with nine 
Border Ruffians, four bears, six Injuns and a brace of bull pups, and 
we opine that 'the eagles of victory would perch on his banner.' We 
don't mean by this that he looks like a professional bruiser, who hits 
from the shoulder, but he looks like a man of iron and one that few 
men would like to 'sail into.'" 

To "Artemus Ward," Kagi appeared but a "melancholy 
brigand;" some of his statements were to " Ward" "no doubt 
false and some shamefully true. I t was 'Bleeding Kansas' 
once more." 

On Brown's statements the friendly and unfriendly re
porters agreed pretty well. The Plain Dealer's representative 
thus summarized the salient points of the address: 

"He [Brown] had never, during his connection with Kansas mat
ters, killed anybody. He had never destroyed or injured the pro
pertyof any individual unless he knew him to be a violent enemy of 
the free-state men. All newspaper statements to the contrary were 
false. The Border Ruffians had created the war and he had looked 
upon it as right that they should defray the expenses of the war. 
He had told the young men that some things might be done as well 
as others, and they had done 'em. He had regarded the enemy's 
arms, horses, etc., as legitimate booty. He had never seen but one 
pro-slavery house on fire, but had seen free state villages on fire and 
In ashes. He had seen the ashes of his own children's homes, and one 

. of his sons had been murdered - shot down like a dog - by Border 
Ruffians, the only provocation being that said son was a free state 
man." 

As to the raid into Missouri, this is the impression Brown's 
narration of it made upon the humorist, who was obviously 
sent to ridicule or run down the whole proceeding: 

"Brown's description of his trip to Westport and capture of eleven 
niggers was refreshingly cool, and it struck us, while he was giving 
it, that he would make his jolly fortune by letting himself out as 
an Ice Cream Freezer. He meant this invasion as a direct blow 
at slavery. He did n't disguise it- he wanted the audience to dis
tinctly understand it. With a few picked men he visited Westport 
in the night and liberated eleven slaves. He also' liberated' a large 
Dumber of horses, oxen, mules and furniture at the same time •••• 
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A man lately from the Missouri Border was present and stated that 
there was 'a great antipathy against him (Brown) down there,' and 
the old gentleman cheerfully said he thought it 'highly probable.' 
On being asked if he should return to Kansas, he said it 'depended 
on circumstances.' He had never driven men out of the Territory. 
He did not believe in that kind of warfare. He believed in settling 
the matter on the spot, and using the enemy as he would fence stakes 
- drive them into the ground where they would become permanent 
settlers. A resolution approving of Brown's course in Kansas was 
introduced and adopted by the audience. He thanked the audience 
very sincerely, although he was perfectly sure his course was right 
before." 

Brown's statement in regard to the "fence stakes" was thus 
reported in the more sober account of the Leader of March 22. 
He "had never by his own action driven out pro-slavery men 
from the territory, but if occasion demanded it he would drive 
them into the ground like a fence-stake where they would 
remain permanent settlers." Of great significance in connec
tion with Pottawatomie is the friendly Leader's record of his 
saying that "he had never killed anybody, although on some 
occasions he had shown his young men with him, how some 
things might be done as well as others, and they had done the 
business." Financially, the lecture was a great failure: only 
about fifty persons were present to pay a quarter apiece for 
admission;' and the hall had to be paid for, as well as the 
advertising. As for the horses, Brown described one of them 
as a "beautiful racker, of very decided wind," while the other 
horse had "many excellent points;" but like the mule, both 
were somewhat thin. "They brought an excellent price," 
Brown afterwards said.' Probably these animals were shipped 
from Springdale to Cleveland. Brown, in selling them, freely 
announced that they were of Missouri origin, and that he 
could give no sound title thereto.' "They are Abolition 
horses," he told the purchaser, and when asked how he knew, 
he responded, .. I converted them." This action, like his adver
tising and holding his lectures, well illustrated his contempt 
for the United States authorities. For, as they walked the 
streets of Cleveland, Brown and Kagi saw numerous posters 
announcing in large type the President's offer of $250, and 
that of $3000 of the Governor of Missouri, to anyone who 
would arrest and detain Brown where he might be given into 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



394 JOHN 

the hands of the Missouri authorities. One of these posters 
was conspicuously placed less than two blocks from the City 
Hotel in which Brown and Kagi stayed, the hotel itself being 
but four blocks from the offi1:e of the United States marshal 
who had the posters.' The of Brown's 
immunity that public in Cleveland 
too the South the marshal 
claim reward. 

On was able Ashtabula $150, 
part of proceeds of the horse-sale, family at North 
Elba,8 with the request that they purchase with it a team of 
young oxen, and that the balance be saved unless they were 
actually in debt. While at West Andover, he received from 
Joshua R. Giddings, the brave anti-slavery Congressman 
from Ohio, an invitation to come to Jefferson and speak in the 
Congregational church at that Giddings had seen 
the Cleveland accounts of Brown's and, as he after-
wards people had desire to see 
and we Ii ttle surprised not call at 
village, seat of justice county, as it 
said he had visited a son who was living in that vicinity." 
Brown went to Jefferson on March 26, to arrange for his lec
ture, and spoke on the following day, after the regular church 
service. "Republicans and Democrats," said Mr. Giddings, 
.. all listened to his story with attention .•.. He gave us 
clearly that he doctrines of 
Christian they were by the Saviour. 
After Mr. Giddings appeal for con-

every Democrat as well Republican present 
gave At the close meeting, Brown went 
to Mr. Giddings's house to take tea, and had a long talk with 
the Congressman and his wife. Neither. then, nor in his lec
ture, did Brown give the slightest hint as to the Harper's 
Ferry plan, or refer to his associates or arms. Mr. Giddings, 
whose purse always had something in it for the fugitive slave, 
gave a dollars to work, which sum 
was swelled hundred dollars from Harper's 
Ferry in the effort Giddings 
other Republican politicians with attack. Kagi 
returned Cleveland, where he himself particularly 
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with the Oberlin.Wellington rescuers then in jail for taking 
an escaped slave away from slave-catchers armed with United 
States warrants. Kagi also carried on considerable corre
spondence with the men enlisted for the raid. 10 

To his family Brown wrote on April 7, from Kingsville, 
Ohio, that he had had a severe recurrence of his malarial 
trouble, "with a terrible gathering" in his head which had 
entirely prostrated him for a week. 11 He was, however, mend
ing and hoped to be on his way home soon. In conclusion he 
added: "My best wish for you all is that you may truly love 
God; & his commandments." By April 10 he was well enough 
to leave for Peterboro, where he arrived on April II, with 
Jeremiah Anderson, after a brief visit, en route, to Rochester. 
On this last visit, so Mr. Smith's biographer narrates: 11 

.. Brown held a public meeting, at which he told the story of his 
exploit in carrying a number of slaves from Missouri to Canada and 
asked help to prosecute the work on a larger scale. Mr. Smith was 
moved to tears by the veteran's eloquence - headed the subscrip
tion paper with four hundred dollars, and made an impressive 
speech, in which he said - • If I were asked to point out - I will say 
it in his presence - to point out the man in all this world I think 
most truly a Christian, I would point out John Brown. I was once 
doubtful in my own mind as to Captain Brown's course. I now 
approve of it heartily, having given my mind to it more of late'''-

a very different attitude from that assumed by Mr. Smith six 
months later. Encouraged by his stay there, Brown was at 
Westport on the 16th,lI awaiting a conveyance to take him 
to his home at North Elba, which he reached on the 19th. 
Even the splendid Adirondack air did not break up the recur
ring ague with which he was still paying for his exposure to 
the Kansas elements. The trouble with his head also returned, 
so that he wrote on April 25 to Kagi that he had not yet been 
able to attend to any.business, and would not be able to for 
another week or longer. u On May 2 he was still at North 
Elba, as his memorandum-book shows, and four days later 
was at Troy,lI buying provisions and supplies for his family 
before the final parting. On May 7 he spent his last birthday 
at Concord with Mr. Sanborn. 11 

Even before Brown's arrival, Mr. Sanborn had been faith
fully laboring for him. To raise more money for his ventura 
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was no easy task, but thanks to the two benefactors, Steams 
and Smith, the two thousand dollars Brown now needed 
before finally embarking on his enterprise were in hand by the 
end of the month of May. Indeed, the skies had cleared 
greatly when be reached Boston. Forbes had subsided, or at 
least had shot his bolt. He had revealed Brown's plot to many 
who should not have heard of it; but the truth itself carried 
no conviction, it seemed so fantastic. Moreover, the ruse of 
Brown's returning to Kansas had worked successfully. His 
raid on Missouri had been widely advertised; he was still, 
in the public mind, associated with Kansas. There was, there
fore, no reason why the great blow should not be struck, for 
which the leader was so eager. It was only a question of 
funds. As early as March 14, Mr. Sanborn was writing to Mr. 
Higginson and asking if admiration of Brown's exploits in 
the raid on Missouri would not loosen the strings of some 
Worcester purses. 17 Gerrit Smith then proposed to raise one 
thousand dollars and Judge Hoar perhaps fifty dollars. On 
May 30, Mr. Sanborn wrote: "Capt. B. has been here for three 
weeks, and is soon to leave - having got his $2000 secured. 
He is at the U. S. Hotel; and you ought to see him before he 
goes, for now he is to begin." But Mr. Higginson was unable 
to go to Boston, so Mr. Sanborn reported to him on June 4: 

• II Brown has set out on his expedition, having got some $800 from 
all sources except from Mr. Steams, and from him the balance of 
$2000; Mr. Steams being a man who 'having put his hand to the 
plough turneth not back.' B.left Boston for Springfield and New 
York on Wednesday morning at 81 and Mr. Steams has probably 
gone to N. Y. today to make final arrangements for him. He means 
to be on the ground as soon as he can - perhaps so as to begin by 
the 4th July. He could not say where he shall be for a few weeks
but a letter addressed to him under cover to his son John Jr. West 
Andover, Ashtabula Co. Ohio, [would reach him.] This point is not 
far from where B. will begin, and his son will communicate with him. 
Two of his sons will go with him. He is desirous of getting someone 
to go to Canada and collect recruits for him among the fugitives, 
with H. Tubman, or alone, as the case may be, & urged me to go, -
but my school will not let me. Last year he engaged some persons & 
heard of others, but he does not want to lose time by going there 
himself now. I suggested you to him .••• Now is the time to help 
in the movement, if ever, for within the next two months the experi
ment will be made." 
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Mr. Higginson did not feel that he could do much this 
time. As he wrote to Brown, he had drawn so largely on his 
Worcester friends for similar purposes, that he found it hard 
to raise additional sums, particularly as so many of Worcester's 
best men were facing business difficulties. lI Then Mr. Hig
ginson had not gotten over his disappointment of the previous 
year. "My own loss of confidence," he wrote, "is also in the 
way - loss of confidence not in you, but in the others who 
are concerned in the measure. Those who were so easily dis
heartened last spring, may be again deterred now."" I thad 
all begun to seem to me rather chimerical," Mr. Higginson 
subsequently stated.1' He heard occasionally from Mr. San
born during the summer. When he got the news of the raid 
on Harper's Ferry, it came as a surprise, so far as the locality 
was concerned. "Naturally," he declared, "my first feeling 
was one of remorse, that the men who had given him money 
and arms should not actually have been by his side." 

The other conspirators besides Mr. Higginson were still 
ignorant of the precise locality Brown had chosen for his 
attack; but were perfectly aware of its general outlines. Mr. 
Sanborn positively states that out of a little over four thousand 
dollars which passed through the hands of the secret com
mittee, or was known to them to have been contributed, "at 
least $3800 were given with a clear knowledge of the use to 
which it would be put." III During Brown's last stay in Bos
ton he met the members of the secret committee frequently. 
From his memorandum-book it would seem that their first 
conference was on May 10, at three o'clock, at Dr. Howe's 
office. Theodore Parker, having gone to Europe in a vain effort 
to improve his failing health, was not present. The burden of 
the undertaking rested, therefore, upon Dr. Howe, Mr. San
born and George L. Steams. On May 16, Brown was able to 
write encouragingly to Kagi, to John, Jr., Owen and Jason. 
To Kagi he said that he was "very weak," but that "there 
is scarce a doubt but that all will set right in a few days more, 
so that I can be on my way back."·. Indeed, his corre
spondence at this time was very voluminous, although little 
of it has survived. To his small daughter Ellen, in North 
Elba, then not five years old, he sent on May 13, from 
Boston, the following note: II 
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My DEAR DAUGHTER ELLEN, 
I will send you a short letter. 
I want very much to have you KrOTlJ good every day. To have 

you learn to mind your mother very quick; & sit very still at the 
table; & to mind what all older persons say to you that is right. I 
hope to see you soon again; & if I should bring some little thing 
that will please YOU; it would not be very strange. I want you to 
be uncommon good natured. God bless you my child. 

Your Affectionate Father 
, JOHN BROWN. 

In the letter to his wife of the same date, in which this note 
was enclosed, Brown wrote: II U I feel now very confident of 
ultimate succesSj but have to be patient .••. n To Augustus 
Wattles, to the Rev. Mr. Adair, Congressman Giddings, Fred
erick Douglass, and others, went missives at this period.u 

Despite his recurrent ague, he was able to make some new 
friends and to meet the old. A t Concord, the day after his 
arrival at Sanborn's, he addressed another meeting in the 
Town Hall, where Bronson Alcott heard him for the first and 
only time. Mr. Alcott recorded later: II 

"Our people heard him with favor. He impressed me as a person 
of surpassing sense, courage, and religious earnestness. A man of 
reserves, yet he inspired confidence in his integrity and good judg
ment. He seemed superior to any legal traditions, able to do his own 
thinking; was an idealist, at least in matters of State, if not OR all 
points of his religious faith. He did not conceal his hatred of Slavery, 
and less his readiness to strike a blow for freedom at the fitting 
moment. I thought him equal to anything he should dare: the man 
to do the deed 'necessary to be done with the patriot's zeal, the 
martyr's temper and purpose ..•. I am accustomed to divine 
men's tempers by their voices;-his was vaulting and metallic, 
suggesting repressed force and indomitable will .••. Not far from 
sixty, then, he seemed alert and agile, resolute and ready for any 
crisis. I thought him the manliest of men and the type and synonym 
of the just." 

An acquaintance made in this month of May was that of 
John M. Forbes, a public-spirited and broad-minded business 
man of Boston. Mr. Forbes noted that there was a "little 
touch of insanity" about Brown's "glittering gray-blue eyes;" 
"he repelled, almost with scorn, my suggestion that firmness 
at the ballot-box by the North and West might avert tJIe 
storm; and said that it had passed the stage of ballots, and 
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nothing but bayonets and bullets could settle it now." II Mr. 
Forbes had invited several friends in to hear the talk, besides 
Mr. Sanborn, who came with Brown, and, when the hour for 
retiring came, bade Brown good-by, as the latter was to take 
the earliest train for Boston in the morning. Mr. Forbes 
relates an interesting incident which closed Brown's stay in 
his home: 

"When our parlor girl got up early, to open the house, she was 
startled by finding the grim old soldier sitting bolt upright in the 
front entry, fast asleep; and when her light awoke him, he sprang up 
and put his hand into his breast pocket, where I have no doubt his 
habit of danger led him to carry a revolver .... Byan odd chance, 
the very next day Governor Stewart, the pro-slavery Governor of 
Missouri (who had set the price of $3000 on John Brown's head), 
appeared on railroad business, and he too passed the night at Mil
ton, little dreaming who had preceded him in my guest room. II 

Another distinguished man whom John Brown met was 
Senator Henry Wilson. They were introduced at a dinner of 
the Bird Club, at which Steams and Howe were also present, 
but there seems to have been a marked lack of cordiality in the 
greeting. At least, Senator Wilson gave the following account 
of it to the Mason Committee: 17 

"I was introduced to him and he, I think, did not recollect my 
name, and I stepped aside. In a moment, after speaking to some
body else, he came up again and, I think, he said to me that he did 
not understand my name when it was mentioned, and he then said, 
in a very calm but firm tone, to me: • I understand you do not ap
prove of my course;' referring, as I supposed, to his going into Mis
souri and getting slaves and running them off. It was said with a 
great deal of firmness of manner, and it was the first salutation after 
speaking to me. I said I did not. He said, in substance, I under
stand from some of my friends here you have spoken in condem
nation of it. I said, I had; I believed it to be a very great injury to 
the anti-slavery cause; that I regarded every illegal act, and every 
imprudent act, as being against it. I said that if this action had been 
a year or two before, it might have been followed by the invasion of 
Kansas by a large number of excited people on the border, and a 
great many lives might have been lost. He said he thought differ
ently, and he believed he had acted right, and that it would have a 
good influence, or words to that effect. II 

It was on the same day of his conversation with Senator 
Wilson that he visited his benefactor. A. A. Lawrence. who. 
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as his diary shows,18 had cooled off considerably in his admi
ration for" the Miles Standish of Kansas." This is the entry 
relating to the call: 

.. Captain John Brown of Osawatomie came to see me with one of 
his rangers Ueremiah Anderson]. He has been stealing negroes and 
running them off from Missouri. He has a monomania on that sub
ject, I think, and would be hanged if he were taken in a slave State. 
He has allowed his beard to grow since I saw him last, which changes 
his appearance entirely, as it is almost white and very long. He and 
his companion both have the fever and ague, somewhat, probably 
a righteous visitation for their fanaticism." 

While calling at a friend's house during this stay in Boston, 
on a Sunday evening, John Brown also met John A. Andrew, 
then a prominent lawyer of Boston and soon to be the able War 
Governor of Massachusetts. Mr. Andrew was so impressed 
with Brown, whom he described as a "very magnetic person," 
that he sent him ~enty-five dollars.- "I did it," he testified 
the next year, "because I felt ashamed, after I had seen the 
old man and talked with him ... that I had never contrib
uted anything directly towards his assistance, as one whom 
I thought had sacrificed and suffered so much for the cause 
of freedom." This chance meeting stood Brown in good stead 
later, when it came to providing the Virginia State prisoner 
with counsel. His last public appearance, as a speaker, in the 
North, was at a meeting of the Church Anti-Slavery Society, 
at Tremont Temple, in the last week in May. He sat on the 
stage, and was called upon to speak, but the large audience 
manifesting an eagerness to hear rather the orator of the day, 
Dr. Cheever, Brown broke off abruptly after saying a sen
tence or two, remarking, as he sat down, that he was more 
accustomed to action than to speaking.· 

On June 3, 1859, this pleasant interlude in Brown's life 
drew to its close. Thereafter every energy was bent upon 
"troubling Israel" at Harper's Ferry, and there was much to be 
endured, in the sense of hardships and anxiety, during the 
period of preparation of four months now before him. From 
Boston he went to Collinsville, to put through the purchase 
of the pikes. He appeared at Mr. Blair's door as soon as he 
could get there from the train and said to him: "I have been 
unable, sir, to fulfill my contract with you up to this time; 
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I have met with various disappointments; now I am able 
to do so." 11 Blair was disinclined to go on with the job. 
"What good," he asked, "can they be if they are finished; 
Kansas matters are all settled, and of what earthly use can 
they be to you now?" Brown answered that if they were 
finished up, he could dispose of them in some way, but as they 
were, they were good for nothing. Finally, Blair agreed for 
four hundred and fifty dollars to finish the weapons, if he 
could find a skilled man to do the work, as he was now himself 
too busy with other orders. Brown came again early on June 
4, and gave him a check for one hundred dollars, and fifty 
dollars in cash. Three days later, writing from Troy, Brown 
sent three hundred dollars more to Mr. Blair, who found the 
workman he needed, with the result that the pikes were in 
Brown's hands in Chambersburg early in the following Sep
tember, their receipt being acknowledged to Blair in a letter 
dated September 15. 

From Troy, Brown went to Keene, New York, after making 
some purchases for his family, where he wrote to Kagi on 
June 9 that he was on his way to Ohio, after being "midling 
successful." II The next day he was at Westport," on his way 
in to North Elba, where he remained less than a week. He 
brought in with him many things for his family which he had 
purchased on going to Massachusetts and on his way back; 
and in the brief interval of this, his final stay in his mountain 
home, he did everything possible for the comfort of his family. 
There is no record of their parting, a last earthly one for sev
eral. Nor is it probable that there was much emotion dis
played; the Browns were neither emotional nor demonstrative, 
and their iron-willed and stem father had before this returned 
from venturesome undertakings in which his life was at stake. 
More than that, they were, as a family, ready for the sacrifice 
for which they had been trained and prepared these many 
years. It was probably on Thursday, June 16, that the parting 
occurred, for two days later, June 18, Brown's diary shows 
that he was at West Andover, Ohio." "Borrowed John's old 
compass, and left my own, together with Gurley's book, with 
him at West Andover; also borrowed his small Jacob staff; 
also gave him for expenses $15, write him, under cover to 
Horace Lindsley, West Andover." On the 23d of June he, 
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sent to his family, from Akron, his first report since leaving 
them.- Hudson and Cherry Valley were other places visited 
by Brown in Ohio, and in nearly every one he seems to have 
discussed with one or more friends the active service he now 
contemplated - usually in general terms. He did not hesi
tate to say that he had arms and men, and was contemplating 
an attack upon Virginia; but those who remember those con
versations are certain that there was no mention of Harper's 
Ferry, or of an attack upon United States property." 

He had, of course, long talks with his sons, Owen and John, 
Jr. The latter was engaged in drumming-up men and calling 
together the faithful of the previous year's band. This process 
went on during the summer. A surprisingly large number of 
persons knew or suspected what was going on, yet no inkling 
of it leaked out from this staunch anti-slavery neighborhood. 
From Ohio Brown went into Pennsylvania. He reached Pitts
burg the same day he wrote to his family from Akron, for 
there is a letter to Kagi in his handwriting dated in Pittsburg 
on that date, and signed "S. Monroe." I' He was at Bedford 
Springs with his son Oliver, who had accompanied him from 
North Elba, on June 26, and at Bedford on June 27, going 
thence to Chambersburg for a two or three days' stay there 
in the rOle of "I. Smith & Sons," Owen being the other son 
with him." On the 30th he left for the future seat of war, 
with both sons and the ever-faithful Jeremiah Anderson, who 
in his rustic garb had attracted much attention when walking 
the streets of Boston with his equally rustic leader. To Kagi, 
Brown thus announced his departure: II • 

10HN HENRIE EsQIl 
DEAR SIR 

ClwmUSBURG, PA, 30th June, 1859. 

We leave here to day for Harpers Ferry; (via) Hagerstown. 
When you get there you had best look' on the Hotel register for 
I. Smith & Sons without making much enquiry. We shall be look
ing for cheap lands near the Rail Road in all probability. You can 
write I Smith & Sons at Harpers Ferry should you need to do 80. 

Yours in truth 
I SMITH 

At Hagerstown the four men spent the night at the Hagers
town tavern,40 not dreaming that a little more than three 
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years later this small hotel would be filled with the North:
em men wounded at Antietam in that war against slavery 
which the U old man" was so resolutely predicting. From 
Hagerstown their route led them to Harper's Ferry, per
haps partly on foot, for it was apparently not until July 3 
that they reached their destination by train and were able to 
obtain cheap board at Sandy Hook, a small village one mile 
beyond Harper's Ferry on the Maryland side. 41 Then the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army established under the Pro
visional Government was on his battlefield; the contest be
tween one dauntless spirit and the institution of slavery which 
had so long dominated American social and political life waS 
on in earnest. 

The 1859 anniversary of the Independence of the United 
States, John Brown and his three companions spent recon
noitring in Maryland. It was about two-thirds of a mile 
beyond Harper's Ferry that John C. Unseld," a resident in 
that neighborhood, met them between eight and nine o'clock 
in the morning and asked them if they were prospecting for 
gold and silver. "No," replied Brown, "we are not, we are out 
looking for land; we want to buy land; we have a little money, 
but we want to make it go as far as we can." After asking 
the price of land in that vicinity and expressing surprise at 
its costliness, and other desultory conversation, they parted, 
Unseld going on into Harper's Ferry. On returning from the 
town he again met them, and Brown expressed his satisfaction 
with what he had seen and asked whether there was any farm 
for sale in the neighborhood. U nseld informed him that the 
heirs of a Dr. Kennedy had one for sale, four miles from where 
they were talking. Brown then expressed the opinion that it 
would be better for him to rent rather than to buy, and, after 
declining an invitation to dinner at Mr. Unseld's, went on 
toward the farm. He was not long in making up his mind to 
take it, went to Sharpsburg, saw those in charge of the pro
perty, and rented for only thirty-five dollars the two houses, 
pasture for a cow and a horse, and firewood, all until the first 
day of March, 1860. To Unseld he stated also that his real 
business was buying fat cattle and driving them on to the 
State of New York for disposal there. Others in the neighbor
hood retained the impression that the newcomers were really 
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mineral prospectors, particularly as Brown sometimes ap
peared with surveying. instruments and carried a sensitive 
magnetic needle in a small bucket." Naturally, there was at 
first much curiosity in the neighborhood, but it gradually 
waned until, later in the fall, it waxed again. 

As for the Kennedy Farm, it is about five miles from Har
per's Ferry. The main house, since altered and enlarged, was 
by no means commodious. There was a basement kitchen 
and storeroom, a living-room and bedrooms on the second 
story, and an attic in which some of the men slept. The house 
stands three hundred yards from the road, on the left as one 
approaches from Harper's Ferry, and was about six hun
dred yards from the simple cabin across the road, the second 
house leased, since destroyed. This stood about three hun
dred yards from the road, on the right-hand side, facing the 
main house. The place suited Brown exactly, and, as soon as 
the lease was signed, he moved his men up from Sandy Hook 
to dwell in it. After the occupation it became apparent that 
the farm was, after all, too near the highway, and that the 
neighbors were too inquisitive for comfort. They were con
stantly "dropping in," after the friendly Southern fashion, 
and could not understand why they were not asked into 
the house." Mr. Unseld was once urged to come in, but as 
Brown had steadfastly refused to enter his home, Mr. Unseld 
declined to enter Brown's, or Smith's, as the Northerner was 
everywhere known. 

Even before he was settled on the farm, Brown came to the 
conclusion that he must have women with him at Harper's 
Ferry, in order to avert suspicion while the arms were being 
moved in and the company assembled. He therefore soon 
sent Oliver Brown back to North Elba with the following 
letter to his wife, with the misleading date-line of Chambers-

- burg, July 5:" 

DEAR WIFE 
I would be most glad to have you & Anne come on with Oliver, &. 

make me a visit of a few weeks while I am prepareing to build. I 
find it will be indispensable to have some women of our own family 
with us for [a] short time. I dont see how we can get along with
out, & on that account have sent Oliver at a good deal of expence to 
come back with you; & if you cannot come, I would be glad to have 
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Martha & Anne come on. You will have no more exposure here than 
at North Elba; & can return after a short 'visit. I would not have 
you fail to come on by any means. I do not think you need hesitate 
to leave Ellen; with Martha, & Sarah; & I think you would not find 
it an unpleasant visit. You need not bring anything but your plai" 
clothes, & a few Sheets, & Pillow-cases. What you could pack in a 
single Trunk, & a clean bag; would be (I should think) quite suffi
cient. A few Towels, & something for milk strainers might come. 
Have your bag; or bags marked, I, Sj plain. I want you to come 
right off. It will be likely 10 prOfJe the most valuable service you can 
ever render to the world. Do not consult your neighbors at all about 
it. Oliver can explain to you the reasons why we want you now. 
Should Oliver be too unwell; I want Salmon, or Watson to come on 
with you; if they go right back; at once. One might come & go in 
a little more than a Week. 

Your Affectionat Husband 
I. SMITH 

Mrs. "Smith" was not ready to leave her home and her 
young children, although she wished for her husband" health 
and success in the great and good cause you are engaged in; "t. 
but Martha, Oliver's wife, and Annie promptly responded to 
the call. Both were very young, seventeen and sixteen years 
old respectively. Oliver accompanied them, and Watson soon 
followed. Martha was cook and housekeeper, all unsuspect
ing of the tragic end so soon to come to her boy-husband 
- he was not twenty - and herself, and, until the raid, cer
tain that Watson would shortly rejoin her at North Elba. 
By Saturday, July 16, the two young girls were at or near 
the Kennedy Farm, boarding with a farmer named Nicholls 
from their arrival until they moved in and began house
keeping on the 19th.t' Young as they were, their services 
were indeed as valuable as John Brown had foreseen they 
would be. Mere girls, they had old heads upon their shoul
ders. They filled their arduous posts well and bravely, and 
fully won the respect of the hardy men as the long summer 
wore slowly on. 

Pass it did before anything happened, - much to the dis
appointment of some in the enterprise. To live in the open 
in the Virginia mountains in the fall, to say nothing of the 
dead of winter, requires a venturesome man; the prospect was 
enough to daunt the toughest campaigner of Kansas plains, 
to say nothing of slaves with the negro dislike of the intense 
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cold. There was every reason, therefore, why the blow should 
have been struck in midsummer. But one thing after another 
delayed it. The pikes did not reach the Kennedy Farm until 
well on in September. The men dropped in slowly, and mean
while the two thousand dollars with which Brown had set out 
from Boston melted away so that he was compelled in August 
to appeal once more for money - three hundred dollars
to the ever-helpful Boston friends.c, His own uneasiness was 
manifest on July 10 in the following letter to Kagi, then in 
Chambersburg: CI 

II I wish you to give such explanations to our friends as to our 
situation here; as after advising with Owen you will be able to do. 
We can of course do nothing to purpose till our freight is mostly 
received. You know also that it takes a great deal longer to start 
some folks than it does others. It will be distressing in many ways 
to Ilave a lot of hands for many days out of employ. We must have 
time to get on our freight; & also to get on some who are at a dis
tance; before calling on those who are ready & waiting. We mus' 
make up our lot of hands as nearly at one, & tlu same time,. as p0s
sible. Do not use much paper to put names of persons & plans 
uppon. Send back word about the price of board with you." 

Kagi had intended to be at Kennedy Farm, but he had 
hardly stepped off of the train at Harper's Ferry before he 
was recognized by some one who had known him during his 
residence in the vicinity." Hence it was decided to station 
him at Chambersburg as the forwarding agent for the sup
'plies, which were all sent there, Owen Brown acting at first 
as teamster on the night trips between the two places, and as 
pilot for some of the recruits as they joined. By July 12, 
Brown instructed Kagi to order Moffet and Tidd to go to 
Chambersburg. n Tidd answered the call, but Moffet had 
already written on June 20 that he could not come.1I 

John Brown, Jr., was unfortunately trusted with the for
warding of the arms, as he was not relied upon for active ser
vice. In May, 1858,11 he had written that he had been "sub
ject to a period of the most depressing melancholy," and that 
he was "almost disqualified for anything which is engrossing 
in its nature." His terrible experience in Kansas was still 
hanging over him, so that he was little fitted for the position 
of Ohio agent for the expedition. As such he reported on July 
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23, 1859, lie to Kagi, that he had the day before forwarded to 
the canal at Hartstown, Pennsylvania, just across the Ohio 
line, .. II Boxes Hardware & Castings from King & Brothers. 
They are numbered and marked thus "I to 11- By R. Rd. Via 
Pittsburg & Harrisburgj I. Smith & Sons, Chambersburg, 
Paj Shall send balance Hardware, &c., on Monday next
"8 and "9 are those which were on store with E. A. F.[obes] at 
Lindenvillej Mr. Smith will remember." On the following 
Wednesday, John Brown, Jr., reported the despatch of the 
other four boxes of arms, and a little later six boxes and a chest 
of household supplies were sent on their way." On August 
II, Kagi reported" the arrival of the fifteen boxes of arms 
at Chambersburg, with freight charges of eighty-five dollars 
attached, so "very high" in Brown's opinion as to make him 
write at once to his son: 17 

II I begin to be apprehensive of getting into a tight spot for want 
of a little more funds, notwithstanding my anxiety to make my 
money hold out. As it will cost no more expense for you to solicit 
for me a little more assistance while attending to your other busi
ness, say two or three hundred dollars in New York, - drafts 
payable to the order of I. Smith & Sons, - will you not sound 
my Eastern or Western friends in regard to it? .•. It is terribly 
humiliating to me to begin soliciting of friends again; but as the 
harvest opens before me with increasing encouragements, I may not 
allow a feeling of delicacy to deter me from asking the little further 
aid I expect to need." 

From Chambersburg the arms were laboriously transported 
to the Kennedy Farm by a young" Pennsylvania Dutchman " 
with a large freight wagon." For the ordinary supplies and 
the household belongings, the small covered wagon purchased 
from a neighbor was the means of transportation. After Owen 
was compelled to give up being teamster, either John Brown 
himself, W~tson Brown or Jeremiah Anderson made the trips 
to and from Chambersburg. .. They had a horse and a mule, 
which they hitched to the wagon alternately, one riding in the 
wagon and the other on horseback, a short distance either 
before or behind, to keep a look out for danger." People along 
the road gradually grew suspicious of this little wagon and 
its mo.unted escort, and often stopped them to ask questions 
about their business. II 
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The conspirators were soon face to face with another 
danger besides the inquisitiveness of their neighbors, - their 
own loquaciousness and freedom of expression in their letters 
home. John E. Cook was the man Brown most dreaded, so 
far as looseness of tongue was concerned. ,He had married 
on April 18, 1859, Mary V. Kennedy, a resident of Harper's 
Ferry, and had secured a position as lock-tender on the old 
canal across the Potomac from the town.1O Cook from the 
beginning favored the plan of taking the town and arsenal, 
and obtained a good deal of information of value while his 
comrades were at the Kennedy Farm. He even wished to 
go about among the plantation negroes and give them vague 
hints of what was coming. "This," says Mrs. Annie Brown 
Adams, now the sole survivor of those who gathered at the 
Kennedy Farm, U father positively forbade his doing. Father 
lived in constant fear that Cook would make a confidant of 
someone who would betray us, all that summer. He never 
doubted his bravery, his honesty, or good intentions, but 
considered him very impulsive and indiscreet." But while 
the others were in no danger of talking too much, their 'pens 
were by no means always well controlled. William H: Lee
man, for instance, wrote to his mother, two weeks before the 
raid: II . 

U I am now in a Southern Slave Stale and before I leave it, it will 
be a free Stale, Mother. . . . Yes, mother, I am waring with Slavery 
the greatest Curse that ever infested America; In Explanation of my 
Absence from you for so long a time I would tell you that for three 
years I have been Engaged in a Secret Association of as gallant 
fellows as ever puled a trigger with the sole purpose of the &ter
minalion of SlafJery." 

Letters similar in tenor passed from the members of the 
expedition throughout the summer, until finally John Brown 
wrote the only wrathy letter to be found in all his voluminous 
correspondence. It was dated at the Kennedy Farm, August 
II, 1859, and addressed to J. Henrie [Kagi] at Chambers
burg: II 

U I got along Tuesday evening all right; with letters &c. I do hope 
all corresponding except on business of 'be Co: will be droped for 'be 
lWesent. If everyone must write some girl j or some other ex'ra friend 
telling, or shoing our location; & telling (as some barIe done) all about 
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our matters; we might as well get the whole published at once, in 
the New York Herald. Any person is a stupid Fool who exr.cts 
his friends to keep for him; that which he cannot keep himsel . All 
our friends have each got their special friends; and they again have 
theirs; and it would not be right to lay the burden of keeping a 
secret on anyone; at the end of a long string. I coul[d] tell you of 
some reasons I have for feeling rather keenly on this point. I do not 
say this on account of any tale bearing that I accuse any of you of. 
Three more hands came on from North E. on Saturday last. Be sure 
to let me know of anything of interest." 

A special reason for vexation and anxiety Brown had ex
pressed in a letter to his son on August 6. To the defection 
of Parsons and Moffet was then added the news of that of 
George Gill, Secretary of State of the Provisional Govern
ment, who had been so near to Brown during the long trip 
with the slaves. Then, a man named Henry Carpenter, of 
Medina County, Ohio, who had promised to join, lost heart 
after starting and turned back ... I hope," wrote the leader," 
"George G. will so far redeem himself as to try: & do his duty 
after all. I shall rejoice over' one that repenteth.' ... I was 
sorry about the mistake by which Mr. C. was parted from 
O. on the way back. He has not come on; & we suppose he 
found his way to you again. Every thing seems exactly right; 
& will be so, I have no doubt; if our own imprudence & folly 
do not secure a failure." Brown's own circumspection appears 
from the following letter, quite characteristic of this Kennedy 
Farm period: 

CBAlmBRSBnG, PA, 27th July, 1859. 
DEAR WIFE & CHILDREN ALL. 

I write to say that we are all well; & that I think Watson, & D. 
had not best set out until we write again; & not until sufficient hay 
has been secured to winter all the stock well. To be buying hay in 
the Spring; or last of the winter is ruinous: & there is no prospect of 
our getting our freight on; so as to be ready to go to work under 
some little time yet. We will give you timely notice. When you 
write enclose first in a small envelope put a stamp on it; seal it. & 
direct it to 1. Smith & Sons Harpers ferry, Va; then enclose it under a 
Stamped Envelope; which direct to John Henrie Chambersburg, Pa. 
I need not say do all your directing & enclosing at home; & not at 
the Post Office. 

Your Affectionate Husband & Father 
I. SMITII M 
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But with at least eighty persons in the seaet of the raid, 
it was inevitable that something should leak out. A dis
closure of the plans actually took place on August 25, when 
so high an official as the Seaetary of War, John B. Floyd, 
received this letter:'1 

CINCINNATI, August 20. 

SIR: I have lately received information of a movement of so great 
importance that I feel it my duty to impart it to you without delay. 

I have discovered the existence of a secret association, having 
for its object the liberation of the slaves at the South by a general 
insurrection. The leader of the movement is 'I Old John Brown," 
late of Kansas. He has been in Canada during the winter, drilling 
the negroes there, and they are only waiting his word to start for the 
South to assist the slaves. They have one of their leading men (a 
white man) in an armory in Maryland - where it is situated I have 
not been able to learn. As soon as everything is ready, those of their 
number who are in the Northern States and Canada are to come in 
small companies to their rendezvous, which is in the mountains in 
Virginia. They will pass down through Pennsylvania and Mary
land, and enter Virginia at Harper's Ferry. Brown left the North 
about three or four weeks ago, and will arm the negroes and strike 
the blow in a few weeks; so that whatever is done must be done at 
once. They have a large quantity of arms at their rendezvous, and 
are probably distributing them already. 

As I am not fully in their confidence, this is all the information I 
can give you. I dare not sign my name to this, but trust you will not 
disregard the warnings on that account. 

So explicit a warning and so well written a letter might, it 
would seem, have roused the interest of the Secretary of War 
to the extent of a careful investigation. Mr. Floyd was at the 
Red Sweet Springs in Virginia when he received the letter. 
He was constantly receiving anonymous communications and 
destroying them. This one received more than the usual con
sideration, in that he preserved it. But one error in the letter, 
the reference to the arsenal in Maryland, Mr. Floyd after
wards said to the Mason Committee, "confused me a little." 
There being no armory in Maryland, he jumped to the con
clusion that there was nothing of truth in the entire epistle. 
"Besides," he declared, II I was satisfied in my own mind that 
a scheme of such wickedness and outrage could not be enter
tained by any citizens of the United States." After the raid, 
Mr. Floyd recalled the friendly warning and, feeling that John 
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Brown's attack had more than local significance, had it pub
lished, "that the country might be put on their guard against 
anything like a concerted movement." Again John Brown 
had encountered good fortune. Had the easy-going Floyd 
connected the John Brown of the letter with the John Brown 
for whose apprehension the President of the United States 
was offering a reward of $250, he might at least have made 
some investigation at Harper's Ferry, and perhaps have pre
vented the attack by increasing the guards. 

For a long time the authorship of the so-called "Floyd 
letter" was in doubt. The survivors of the attack on Harper's 
Ferry and their friends were naturally eager to find out who 
had played the traitor. Both Moffet and Realf were sus
pected, and also a Cincinnati editor, Edmund Babb by name. 
Not until comparatively recent years was the mystery ex
plained, when it appeared that the motive behind it was not 
one of hostility to Brown or friendliness to the South, but a 
desire to preserve Brown's life from his own folly by giving an 
alarm which would cause him to abandon his rash enterprise. 
"Our only thought," says the author of the letter, David J. 
Gue, "was to protect Brown from the consequences of his 
own rashness and devotion, without injuring him, or letting 
him fall into the hands of his enemies."" In August, 1859, 
Mr. Gue with a brother, Benjamin F. Gue, and a cousin, 
A. L. Smith, of Buffalo, were residing in a log-cabin in Scott 
County, Iowa, twenty miles from Springdale, to which place 
they drove on August 13, in order to visit Moses Varney and 
other friends of their own Quaker persuasion. To Smith, 
on August 14, Varney revealed the details of Brown's plans, 
exclaiming: "Something must be done to save their lives. I 
cannot betray their confidence in me. Consult your friends. 
But do something!" That day, on their return, Smith in
formed the Gues, and they discussed at length plans of inter
vention, determined not to let Brown and his men rush into 
death if they could help it. They could not betray Varney. 
They felt themselves young and inexperienced, yet dared not 
consult their elders. At last they determined to write two let
ters, from different localities, to the Secretary of War, giving 
facts enough to alarm him. This, they thought, would occa
sion an increase of the guard at the Harper's Ferry arsenal. 
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This Cook would see, would understand to mean that the 
authorities were informed, and would warn Brown, who would 
then lead his men away to safety. It was not easy to word 
a letter so as to command attention, while anonymous. Yet 
they wished to conceal their identity, in order not to be called 
on to testify further. So they gave Brown's name, thinking 
that his past record would gain credence for their story. 
Smith dated his letter Philadelphia, and enclosed it in a sealed, 
stamped envelope addressed to Mr. Floyd. This he enclosed 
to the Postmaster of Philadelphia and mailed it at Wheatland, 
Clinton County, Iowa. David J. Gue addressed his to "J. B. 
Floyd, Sec'y of War," marked it" Private," enclosed it to the 
Postmaster of Cincinnati, and mailed it at Big Rock. This 
was .the letter that became historic. They hoped to convey 
the idea of two persons, non-sympathizers with John Brown, 
who, at widely different places, had accidentally learned of the 
affair, and felt it a duty to warn the Government. The post
master at Cincinnati forwarded the letter to Mr. Floyd, but 
the missive sent to Philadelphia never reached its destination. 

Fortunately for his peace of mind, John Brown received no 
inkling of this well-meant effort to frustrate his life's ambi
tion. He had other worries in sufficiency to occupy him. The 
last financial question was, however, easily solved for'him in 
August and September,87 and on the eve of the raid there 
arrived a well-to-do recruit, - the final one, - Francis J. 
Meriam, of Boston, who placed six hundred dollars in gold in 
the joint treasury. The faithful colored friend in Brooklyn, 
Mrs. Gloucester, forwarded another contribution of ten dol
lars through Frederick Douglass," and some other small gifts 
were probably received. Douglass brought Mrs. Gloucester's 
contribution to Chambersburg, when, at Brown's request, he 
met him there for a final conference on August 19, 20 and 21. 
Through Harry Watson, a colored Chambersburg agent of the 
Underground Railroad, of great service to Brown at this time, 
Douglass soon found the appointed rendezvous, in an old stone
quarry, and here Douglass, Shields Green, Kagi and Brown 
sat down to talk over the enterprise. The colored orator 
vehemently opposed the taking of the arsenal, when that plan 
was unfolded to him, and, according to his own story, char
acterized it as assuredly fatal to all engaged." "It.would be 
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an attack upon the federal government, and would array the 
whole country against us •••. I told him .•. that all his 
arguments, and all his descriptions of the place, convinced me 
that he was going into a perfect steel-trap, and that once in he 
would never get out alive." Finally, Douglass said that, as the 
plan was so completely changed, he should return home, and 
turning to Shields Green, a negro he had brought from Roch
ester with him, asked him what he should do. Shields Green 
promptly answered, II I b'lieve I '11 go wid de ole man." Brown 
could not conceal his disappointment at Douglass's defection. 
II I will defend you with my life," he said. II I want you for a 
special purpose. When I strike, the bees will begin to swarm, 
and I shall want you to help me hive them." Douglass's with
drawal, as has already been stated, subjected him to consider
able criticism, not only for his change of mind, but because 
of the way he withdrew, and of what he afterward said and 
wrote about the raid. 

Other men, colored and white, disappointed Brown. J. H. 
Harris, later the colored Congressman from North Carolina, 
and a member of the Chatham convention, wrote from Cleve
land, August 22, that he was disgusted with himself .. and the 
whole negro set, ---- 'em." 70 Alexis Hinckley, a family 
connection of Brown's at North Elba, who had been ready the 
year before, was not on hand now because of domestic trou
bles; 71 Realf had quite disappeared; George B. Gill did not 
II repent" until too late; and R. J. Hinton, also, started too 
late. Henry Thompson and Jason and Salmon Brown were 
averse to joining, and Richard Richardson could not be 
induced to leave Canada, - indeed, the Canadian negro rein
forcement that Brown had counted upon wholly failed to 
materialize, except in the case of Osborn P. Anderson, who 
paid his own way. Perhaps it was too much to expect that 
many men who had, at the risk of torture, escaped from life
long bondage, should now be willing to place their necks in 
the noose again; perhaps they were not properly informed as 
to the hour for the revolt. 

For John Brown, Jr., seems to have been the victim of a 
curious mental aberration. Although he had shipped the arms 
to Chambersburg and apologized for the delay in getting them 

. off, he suddenly wrote ~m September 8 to Kagi: 71 II From what 
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1 even, had understood, I had supposed you would not think it 
best to commence opening the coal banks before spring, unless 
circumstances should make it important. However, I suppose 
the reasons are satisfactory to you and if so, those who own 
similar shares, ought not to object." Kagi was constan tly urg
ingJohn Brown, Jr., to send forward men, but without much 
avail. The latter's trip to New York, Boston and Canada, 
in August, also seems to have been of little use; it is obvious 
that a stronger forwarding agent - Kagi, for instance
would have obtained many more recruits. Certainly, the 
"associations" which John Brown, Jr., formed in Canada for 
recruiting purposes were never heard from; but it would be 
wrong to attribute this to any lack of valor on the part of the 
negroes, - as some have tried to, - in the absence of definite 
information as to John Brown,Jr.'s statements and directions. 
There were a number of white men who claimed later an 
intention to join, and alleged misinformation as to the ex· 
act date, besides Hinton and Gill. Charles W. Lenhart, of 
Kansas fame, is not of this number. He had settled down to 
the study of the law in Cincinnati, and decided to stick to it. 

Gradually, however, the officers and men of the tiny army 
of the Provisional Government did assemble at the Kennedy 
Farm, until there were in all twenty-one men besides the 
commander·in-chief. Watson Brown and the brothers Thomp
son, William and Dauphin, arrived on August 6.71 Next C8Ille 
Tidd, then Stevens, followed shortly thereafter by Hazlett, 
Taylor and the two Coppocs. Leeman was on hand toward 
the end of August, being preceded, after the Douglass con
ference, by Shields Green, who, in company with Owen Brown, 
narrowly escaped being taken by some men who pursued them 
when coming down from Chambersburg. As they lay con
cealed in a thicket, in a corn-field near Hagerstown, three 
passers-by caught sight of Owen's coat and, suspicious that 
there might be a runaway slave episode at hand, returned 
twice to catechize Owen and Green. Finally, Owen was com
pelled to frighten them off with his revolver. Instantly, he 
and Green set out for the mountains and travelled all night, 
pursued by parties of searchers, often heard and sometimes 
seen, finally reaching Kennedy Farm in a nearly exhausted 
condition. "Oh, what a poor fool I am!" said Green to his 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



MAP OF THE HARPER'S FERRY REGION 



THE EVE OF THE TRAGEDY '415 

companion on the way. UI had got away out of slavery, and 
here I have got back into the eagle's claw again!" H There
after, Owen Brown abandoned his wagon trips to Chambers
burg. When Osborn P. Anderson arrived, on September 25,71 
all the men were on hand except 10hn Copeland, Lewis S. 
Leary and Francis 1. Meriam. The others who had joined 
were Cook, from Harper's Ferry, and Dangerfield Newby, a 
negro who had been given his freedom, and was now hoping 
to achieve with the rifle the release of his wife and seven chil
dren who remained in bondage. As late as August 16,78 this 
wife and mother begged her husband to buy her and the baby 
that had just" commenced to crawl," U as soon as possible, for 
if you do not get me somebody else will." "Oh, Dear Danger
field," wrote this poor slave woman, "come this fall without 
fail, money or no money I want to see you so much: that is 
one bright hope I have before me." But fate decreed that 
Newby should neither save his wife from sale South, nor ever 
see the baby which had just U commenced to crawl," but whose 
body belonged to some one else than its parents. 

I t was a strangely mixed company which had now assem
bled to undergo close confinement in the cabin or the house, 
prior to a brief day or two of activity and disaster. All day 
long they lay in their garrets for fear of detection. But, ill
educated as most of them were, rough, unvarnished, some 
with soiled lives behind them, their hearts throbbed with a 
mighty purpose; the tie that bound them together was the 
outcry of their natures against the monstrous wrong they now 
beheld at close quarters. They were willing to give their lives 
for the sake of others, that others might live and be free; and 
"a greater love than this hath no man." They had willingly 
turned their backs upon their homes and upon the women 
and little children some of these harbored. There is extant a 
most touching series of letters between Watson Brown and his 
young wife, which no one can read unmoved, even fifty years 
after, for the Browns have all had the gift of earnest and mov
ing English. There had been born to them, just before Watson 
left for the front, a boy baby, to whom was given the name of 
Frederick, the Kansas victim. "Oh, Bell," wrote Watson to 
the wife who was so soon to lose at one fell stroke her husband, 
her two brothers (the Thompsons), and her brother-in-law: _ 
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"I do want to see you and the little, fellow very much but must 
wait. There was a slave near where we live whose wife was sold to 
go South the other day and he was found hanging in Thomas Ken
nedy's orchard, dead, the next morning. I cannot come home as long 
as such things are done here. . • • 1 sometimes think perhaps we 
shall not meet again." Later, he wrote: .. If we should not [meet] 
you have an object to live for, - to be a mother to our little Fred. 
He is not quite a reality to me yet." And again, on October 14: "We 
are all eager for the work and confident of success. There was an
other slave murdered near our place the other day, making in all five 
slaves murdered and one committed suicide near our place since we 
lived here. . • . 1 can but commend you to yourself and our friends 
if 1 should never see you again." 77 

And the brave wife wrote, in reply, of her infant's pranks, 
and then added: "Now Watson keep up good courage and do 
not worry about me and come back as soon as possible. I 
think of you all night in my dreams." 78 

When men feel as did Watson Brown, it is easy to go to cer
tain death; this the Harper's Ferry plan seemed to many of 
those assembled at the Kennedy Farm. Twice at least there 
was almost a revolt against the armory plan. Tidd, on one 
occasion, felt so outraged and angered at it that he left the 
farm and went, says Mrs. Adams, for three days to Cook's 
house, near the Ferry, "to cool off." Once John Brown ten
dered his resignation as commander-in-chief; but it was not 
accepted. He was their leader and they would follow him. On 
the 18th of August, Owen Brown gave his father the following 
letter on behalf of those on band: 7t 

HARPBIlS FaRRY, Aug. 18th, '59. 
DEAR SIR, 

We have all agreed to sustain your decisions, until you have 
prOfJed incompetent, & many of us will adhere to your decisions as 
long as you will. 

Your Friend, 
OwEN SMITH. 

They were ready to do or die. But, meanwhile, the weary 
weeks of waiting - the raid was finally set for October - were 
trying indeed. Of their daily life, Mrs. Annie Brown Adams 
has kindly furnished the following recollections: 

"My father encouraged debating and discussions on all subjects 
among the men, often taking a lively part in the debate himself. 
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Sometimes it would commence between two in the dining room, 
then others would join, those who were upstairs coming down into 
the room to listen or take a part, some sitting on the stairs ready to 
jump and run back out of sight, if the danger signal was given that 
someone was approaching. Although he did not always agree with 
them, he encouraged them to discuss religious questions with him, 
and to express themselves freely on the subject. It is claimed by 
many that they were a wild, ignorant, fanatical or adventurous lot 
of rough men. This is not so, they were sons from good families well 
trained by orthodox religious parents, too young to have settled 
views on many subjects, impUlsive, generous, too good themselves to 
believe that God could possibly be the harsh unforgiving being He 
was at that day usually represented to be. Judging them by the 
rules laid down by Christ, 1 think they were uncommonly good and 
sincere Christians if the term Christian means follower of Christ's 
example, and too great lovers of freedom to endure to be tram
meled by church or creed. Self interest or self aggrandizement was 
the farthest thing from their thoughts or intentions. It was a clear 
case of an effort to help those who were oppressed and could not help 
themselves, a practical application of the Golden Rule. 1 heard 
them ask father one day if the money to pay the expenses was 
furnished by orthodox church members or liberal Christians. He 
said he must confess that it came from the liberal ones. Tidd spoke 
up and said 'I thought so, the orthodox ones do not often do such 
things.' 

OJ After breakfast Father usually read a chapter in the Bible and 
made a plain, short, sensible prayer, standing while praying. (I have 
seen him kneel, but not often.) This was his custom both at home 
and at Kennedy Farm. Evenings he usually sat on a stool in the 
kitchen because it was warm there, and he once· told me he did not 
wish to disturb the 'boys,' or spoil their enjoyment and fun by his 
presence in the living room. He thought they did not feel quite 80 
free when he was there. 

OJ As the table was not large enough for all to sit down at one time 
and the supply of dishes quite limited, Martha and 1 usually ate 
alone after all the rest were done. She 'dished up' the victuals and 
washed dishes while 1 carried things into the room and waited on the 
table. There was no door between the kitchen and dining room then, 
both rooms opened on to the porch, making a great deal of walking 
back and forth. After the meals 1 cleared off the table and washed 
the dishes and swept the floors of the room and porch, constantly on 
the look out for Mrs. Huffmaster, our nearest neighbor. She was a 
worse plague than the fleas. Of our supplies of food a few things 
were occasionally bought at Harper's Ferry when the men went to 
the post office after The Boltimore Sun, which father subscribed 
for. Most of the mail was sent to Kagi at Chambersburg - merely 
for appearance sake. The reat of our food supplies was purchased at 
the towns and all along the road from Chambenburg down, a few 
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things at a time or place so as not to arouse suspicion. Owen brought 
a barrel of eggs at one time because they were cheaper than meat. 
We had potatoes, onions and bacon. Then Martha was an extra 
good 'light bread' maker •••• We had a cookstove in the small 
kitchen off the porch upstairs, where we did our cooking. We used 
the basement kitchen and other cemented room on the ground floor 
only for storing purposes . 

.. The middle room in the second story was used for dining and 
general living room as the stairway from above came down into that 
room. The men came down and took their meals at the table,except 
on special occasions when some stranger or neighbor was calling 
there. If he or she stayed too long something was carried up the 
ladder at the back end of the house and passed into the window to 
the men. Sometimes Mrs. Huffmaster with her brood of littleones 
would be seen coming while the men were at the table eating. They 
would then gather up all the things, table-cloth and all, and go so 
quietly upstairs that no one would believe they existed, finish their 
meal up there and come back down bringing the things, when the 
visitor had gone. We did not have any stove or way of warming any 
of the rooms except the kitchen.· The white men most of them, would 
watch their chance, when no one was in sight and skulk into the 
kitchen and stay and visit Martha awhile to relieve the monotony. 
If anyone came they would climb the ladder into the loft over the 
kitchen and stay there until Mrs. Huffmaster (usually) was gone. 
The colored men were never allowed to be seen by daylight outside 
of the dining room. After Mrs. Huffmaster saw Shields Green in that 
room, they stayed upstairs closely . 

.. I was there to keep the outside world from discovering that John 
Brown and his men were in their neighborhood. I used to help 
Martha with the cooking all she ·would let me. Father would often 
tell me that I mus' not let any work interfere with my constant 
watchfulness. That others could help do the housework, but he 
depended on me to watch. When I sat on the porch or just inside the 
door, in the day time, I either read or sewed, to appear occupied if 
anyone came near. When I washed the dishes I stood at the end of 
the table, where I could see out of the window and open door if any 
one was approaching the house. I was constantly on the look-out 
while carrying the victuals across the porch, from the kitchen, and 
while I was sweeping and tidying the rooms, and always at my post 
on the porch while the men ate their meals, when not passing in and 
out from the kitchen with food, or waiting on them in other ways at 
the table. My evenings were spent on the porch or sitting on the 
stairs, watching, and listening. 

"The men did nearly all the washing; we spread the clothes on the 
fence and on the ground to dry. Martha and I would bring them in 
as fast as they dried, but Mrs. Huffmaster would have some excuse 
to come to the garden, which she had rented before we went there, 
and then she would notice the clothes and tell us 'Yollr men folks 
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has a right smart lot of shirts.' No one can ever imagine the pester .. 
ing torment that little barefooted woman and her four little children 
were to us. Martha called them the little hen and chickens. We 
were in constant fear that people would become suspicious enough 
to attempt an investigation and try to arrest the men. The rifles 
were in boxes called 'furniture' and were used to sit on and kept 
standing against the walls in the dining room, one box of pistols 
being in one bedroom near Martha's bed. She used it for a stand, 
table or dressing case, whatever name you wish to call it by. I had 
to tell people who called that: 'My mother was coming soon and 
that she was very particular and had requested us to not unpack her 
furniture until she arrived,' to account for the boxes in the room. 

" At Kennedy Farm, my father wore a short beard, an inch or an 
inch and a half long. He had made this change as a disguise, on his 
return from Kansas, thinking it more likely to disguise him than a 
clean face or than the long beard. .. 

"Hazlett and Leeman were the hardest ones to keep caged of all 
of 'my invisibles,' as I called them. They would get out and wander 
off in the woods and even go down to Harper's Ferry, going to 
Cook's home and back in daylight. We were so self-conscious that 
we feared danger when no man pursued or even thought of it. 
Watson, Oliver, Leeman and Kagi were all a little more than six feet 
in height, J. G. Anderson and Dauphin Thompson were next them 
in height but a little less than six feet; William Thompson and 
Stewart Taylor were above or about medium height but not quite 
as tall as the two last. Dangerfield Newby was I think above 
medium size, spare and showed the Scotch blood plainly in his looks 
and ways. His father was a Scotchman, who took his family of 
mulatto children into Ohio and gave them their freedom. Newby 
was quiet, sensible and very unobtrusive. Stevens and Stewart 
Taylor were the only ones who believed in 'spiritualism' and theit 
belief was more theoretical than otherwise. The latter was nearer 
to a 'born crank' than any other man in the company. He believed 
in dreams and all sorts of 'isms,' and predicted his own death, which 
really came true. He talked as coolly about it as if he were going 
into another room. He considered it his duty to go to Harper's Ferry 
and go he did, although he knew he was going to his end. He was 
all the time studying and 'improving his mind' as he called it. He 
had learned to write shorthand. O. P. Anderson was accustomed 
to being confined in the house, being a printer by trade, so that he 
was not so restive as some of the others. 

"William Thompson was an easy-going, good-natured person who 
enjoyed telling funny stories, mimicking old people for the amuse
ment of any company he was in. But for all his nonsense he pos
sessed an abundance of good common sense. When the occasion 
seemed to demand it, he knew how to use it to advantage. He was 
kind hearted and generous to a fault. Dauphin Thompson was the 
youngest one of a family of eighteen children. He was a quiet per-
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son, read a good deal, said little. He was a perfect blond, with yel'; 
low, curly hair and blue eyes, innocent as a baby, nearly six feet 
high, good size, well proportioned - a handsome young man. I 
heard Hazlett and Leeman, one day, saying that 'Barclay Coppoc 
and Dauphin Thompson were too nearly like good girls to make 
soldiers;' that they ought to have gone to Kansas and' roughed it' 
awhile to toughen them, before coming down there. To while away 
the time the men read magazines, sang, told stories, argued ques
tions, played cards and checkers, studied military tactics, and 
drilled under Stevens. When there was a thunderstorm they would 
jump about and play, making all kinds of noise to rest themselves, 
as they thought no one could hear them then." 

At the end of September orders came for the women guar
dians of the conspirators to leave for North Elba. The exact. 
date for the attack was not yet fixed, but Oliver Brown, who 
escorted his wife and sister as far as Troy, was ordered to 
hurry back, as the party might be obliged to commence op
erations before he returned.ao The girls left Kennedy Farm 
on September 29, and with them went the gay spirits of the 
garrison. "The men then sobered down," said O. P. Ander
son afterwards. "and acted like earnest men working hard 
preparing for the coming raid." al Among their other occupa
tions they then busied themselves with overhauling revolve~ 
and rifles, browning the barrels, and affixing the nearly one 
thousand pike-heads to the shafts of wood. On the 30th of 
September, Annie and Martha parted forever from John 
Brown in the station at Harrisburg,· where he had just re
turned from a hasty trip to Philadelphia with Kagi on some 
final important business, and whence the girls went on to 
New York. John Brown's trips from the Kennedy Farm were 
quite frequent during the summer, but this is the only re
corded journey beyond Chambersburg. There is a fable that 
he made a hasty trip to Iowa and Kansas in the summer of 
1859, but that is wholly without foundation. Between July 
5 and October 16 there is a record of eight trips to Cham
bersburg, in addition to his passing through and returning 
on the visit to Philadelphia. 

Francis Jackson Meriam, the grandson of the Abolitionist 
leader, Francis Jackson, of Boston, arrived at Chambersburg 
the day after Brown's final departure for Harper's Ferry. 
Just before Meriam appeared with his six hundred dollars 
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in gold,' John Brown had been compelled to borrow forty 
dollars from Barclay COppoc,1I - to such straits was the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Provisional Government reduced. 
"The good Father in Heaven who furnishes daily bread sent 
Francis J. Meriam down there with his money to help them 
just at the moment it was needed," says Mrs. Adams. His 
money was Mr. Meriam's only contribution of value to the 
cause. Erratic and unbalanced, frail in his physique, his join
ing Brown had been strongly opposed by both Higginson and 
Sanborn, on the ground that he was a "very unfit person" 
for Brown's enterprise." "The only very positive thing about 
Meriam was his hatred of slavery," was Owen Brown's judg
ment of him.· In 1858, Meriam had taken a trip to Hayti 
with James Redpath; in that year he had made up his mind 
to give a large portion of his inheritance to the anti-slavery 
cause as soon as he obtained it. He had tried to join John 
Brown in 1858, and was seriously planning devoting his life 
to aiding slaves to escape, for he wrote to a boyhood friend 
asking what the consequences of detection would be, death 
or imprisonment." It was Lewis Hayden, a Boston negro, 
who, on meeting Meriam on the street, told him of Brown's 
being at Chambersburg and in dire financial distress. Meriam 
set off almost at once, after seeing Higginson in Worces
ter, and as soon as he arrived in Chambersburg, had his will 
drawn by Alexander K. McClure (later the famous Phila
delphia editor), and duly attested.1T He next went to Philadel
phia and Baltimore, to buy military supplies, and then to the 
Wager House at Harper's Ferry, on the day before the raid, 
being brought up to the farm by one of Brown's sons. Here, 
on Sunday morning, he, the brothers Coppoc, Leary, Cope
land and Green were told of the plan of attack, heard the 
Provisional Constitution read by Stevens, and took the oath 
of fidelity and secrecy administered by John Brown him
se1{." The latter promptly took Meriam's measure and as
signed to him the duty of guarding the arms left at Kennedy 
Farm, to which fact he owed his escape to Canada. He was 
then twenty-two years of age, and had lost the sight of one 
eye. 

On October 8, Brown sent his last letter to his family prior 
to the raid:· 
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DEAR WIFE; & CmLDREN Au. 
CllAJlBIWIBURG, PA. 8th Oct, 1859. 

Oliver returned safe on Wednesday of this week. I want Bell, & 
Martha both to feel that they have a home with you untill we return. 
We shall do all in our power to provide for the wants of the whole as 
one family j till that time. If Martha; & Anne, had any money left 
after getting home: I wish it to be used to make all as comfortable 
as may be; for the present. All are in usualy good health. I expect 
John will send you some assistance soon. Write him all you want to 
say to us. God bless you all 

YOUR AFFEcTIONATE HUSBAND & FATHER 

Two days later, October 10, Kagi sent from Chambersburg 
his last report to John Brown, Jr., in Ohio, who was still writ
ing of the recruits he was going to forward in the immediate 
future, but never got off. This letter of Kagi's is particularly 
important, since it is a clear reflection of Brown's own ideas 
as to the prospects for success in the venture before them:" 

Your father was here yesterday but had not time to write before 
returning. I shall leave here this afternoon "for good." This is the 
last of our stay here, for we have not $5 left, and the men must be 
given work or they will find it themselves. We shall not be able to 
reCeive any thing from you after to-day. It will not do for anyone 
to try to find us now. You must by all means keep back the men 
you talked of sending and furnish them work to live upon until you 
receive further instructions. Anyone arriving here after to-day and 
trying to join us, would be trying a very hazardous and foolish 
experiment. They must keep off the border until we open the way 
clear up to the line (M. & D's) from the South. Until then, it will 
be just as dangerous here as on the other side, in fact more so: for, 
there there will be protection also, but not here. It will not do to 
write to Harper's Ferry. It will never get there - would do no good 
if it did. You can communicate with us thus * (This 
must be a profound secret) Be sure no one gets into trouble in trying 
to get to us. We will try to communicate with you as soon as pos
sible after we strike, but it may not be possible for us to do so soon. 
If we succeed in getting news from the outside our own district it 
will be Quite satisfactory, but we have not the most distant hope 
that it will be possible for us to receive recruits for weeks, or Quite 
likely months to come. We must first make a complete and undis
putably open road to the free states. That will require both labor 
and time. 

This is just the right time. The year's crops have been good, and 
they are now perfectly housed, and in the best condition for use. 
The moon is just right. Slaves are discontented at this season more 

* This space not filled out. 
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than at any other, the reasons for which reflection will show you. 
We can't live longer without moneY,-we could n't get along 
much longer without being exposed. A great religious revival is 
going on, and has its advantages. Under its influence, people who 
are commonly barely unja'IJorable to Slavery under religious excite
ment in meetings speak boldly against it. In addition to this and 
as a stimulant to the religious feeling, a fine slave man near our head
quarters, hung himself a few days ago because his master sold his 
wife away from him. This also arouses the slaves. There are more 
reasons which I could give, but I have not time. 

I will not close without saying that John E. Cook's wife & chil
dren are here, (at Mrs. R's) and will board here probably until the 
end. She came on Friday, has lived at the "Ferry." Her board is 
paid until the 1st of November, but after that we shall expect to 
see you or some one under your direction, have it paid 1IWnthly in 
advance, from $10 to $15 besides the necessary etceteras, clothing 
&c. - This must be our last for a time. 

Yours 
J. H •. 

John Brown's last letter to his son was dated October 1, 
and read as follows: t1 

DEAR FRlEND:-
I wrote you yesterday at Cleveland in which I forgot to say that 

any person or thing that reaches this place on Thursday the 6th 
Octo. inst. will in all probability find the Road open, but beyond that 
day we cannot be at all certain for some time at least. If you were 
here, I could fully explain all but cannot do so now. From Harris
burg by Rail Road remember. 

U Associations" tohinder,delay and prevent our Ad'IJersaries, might 
perhaps effect much. Our active enemies, should be spotted to a 
man, and some shrewd person should be on the border to look after 
that matter somewhat extensi'IJely. Can you dig up a good and true 
man, to communicate with us on the border, or close to it where we 
may name places from time to time? 

Yours ever 
I. S. 

Yet, in the face of these two letters, John Brown, Jr., 
frequently stated that the news of the raid took him com~ 
pletely by surprise, - which reveals a condition of mind 
hardly helpful to the grave venture upon which his father 
was embarked. 

Francis Jackson Meriam's arrival seems to have removed 
the last obstacle to Brown's delivering the attack. Up to that 
time, waiting for men and money had steadily postponed the 
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issue. Perhaps, too, there was in the delay something of that 
curious indecision that was 'SO fatal to the original project 
when the raid was undertaken, and which also occasioned the 
delay in his entering Kansas from Tabor in 1857. Salmon 
Brown asserts that the reason for his not joining the expe
dition was his belief that his father would hesitate and delay 
until he was trapped, precisely as happened, waiting for cir
cumstances to be exactly as he wished them to be. II I said," 
he declares, I. "to the boys before they left, 'you know father. 
You know he will dally till he is trapped!' Father had a pecul
iarity of insisting on order. I felt that at Harper's Ferry this 
very thing would be likely to trap him. He would insist on 
getting everything arranged just to suit him before he would 
consent to make a move." There has been a vast amount of 
discussion as to whether the raid was hastened or delayed. 
John Brown, Jr.'s position has given color to the theory that 
it was hastened; so, too, has the fact that Gill and Hinton 
were left behind. Again, there are frequen t stories that Brown 
learned of a betrayal of his plans, and so hurried to strike the 
blow; that a posse was being formed near by to investigate 
the goings on at Kennedy Farm, which had to be anticipated; 
that news that twelve thousand arms were to be taken away 
from the Harper's Ferry armory had reached Brown's ears; 
and finally that criticism by some of the Boston friends, 
who were impatient at the expense and delay, had precip
itated the attack. The truth is that there was danger of dis
covery from the Huffmasters and other neighbors, and that 
the men could no longer stand the inaction and close confine
ment; some were already getting out of hand. When Meri
am's money came, it was the last impetus needed to an attack 
which had been delayed much longer than anyone dreamed 
of when Brown set out from Boston for the last time. So far 
as climatic conditions were concerned, it had been postponed 
far too long. 

"One day, while we were alone in the yard," writes Mrs. 
Adams, "Owen remarked as he looked up at the house: "'If 
we succeed, some day there will be a United States flag over 
this house. If we do not, it will be considered a den of land 
pirates and thieves.''' It was with this conviction that 
the majority of the men went to their doom. All save Taylor 
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hoped by some stroke of fortune to come out alive; but only 
a few believed in the plan of campaign, or looked upon 
the arsenal venture as anything else but a death-trap. Yet 
it was in an exalted frame of mind that they spent their last 
Sabbath and came together for their last meal. For them 
the hour had struck; their sacrifice was ready for the altar of 
liberty. 
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CHAPTER XII 

HIGH TREASON IN VIRGINIA 

.. MEN, get on your arms; we will proceed to the Ferry." 
With these words, John Brown, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Provisional Army, set in motion his troop of liberators on 
that peaceful Sabbath, the 16th of October, 1859. It took 
but a minute to bring the horse and wagon to the door, to 
place in it some pikes, fagots, a sledge-hammer and a crow
bar. His men themselves had been in readiness for hours; 
they had but to buckle on their arms and throw over their 
shoulders, like army blankets, the long gray shawls which 
served some for a few brief hours in lieu of overcoats, and 
then became their winding-sheets. In a moment more, the 
commander-in-chief donned his old battle-worn Kansas cap, 
mounted the wagon, and began the solemn march through 
the chill fall night to the bridge into Harper's Ferry, nearly 
six miles away. Tremendous as the relief of action was, there 
was no thought of any cheering or demonstration. As the 
eighteen men with John Brown swung down the little lane to 
the road from the farmhouse that had been their prison for so 
many weary weeks, they bade farewell to Captain Owen Brown 
and Privates Barclay Coppoc and F. J. Meriam, who re
mained as rear-guard in charge of the arms and supplies. The 
brothers Coppoc read the future correctly, for they embraced 
and parted as do men who know they are to meet no more 
on earth. The damp, lonely night, too, added to the solemnity 
of it all, as they pressed forward through its gloom. As if to 
intensify the sombreness, they met not a living soul on the 
road to question their purpose, or start with fright at the sight 
of eighteen soldierly men coming two by two through the 
darkness as though risen from the grave. There was not a 
sound but the tramping of the men and the creaking of the 
wagon, before which, in accordance with a general order, drawn 
up and carefully read to all, walked Captains Cook and Tidd, 
their Sharp's rifles hung from their shoulders, their commis-
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sions, duly signed and officially sealed, in their pockets. They 
were detailed to destroy the telegraph wires on the Mary
land side and then on the Virginian, while Captains John H. 
Kagi and A. D. Stevens, bravest of the brave, were to take 
the bridge watchman and so strike the first blow for liberty.' 
But as they and their comrades marched rapidly over the 
rough road, Death himself moved by their side. 

As for their general, he not only was the sole member of 
the attacking force to believe in the assault on the property 
of the United States at Harper's Ferry, but he was, as they 
neared the all-unsuspecting town, without any clear and defi
nite plan of campaign. The general order detailed the men 
who were to garrison various parts of the town and hold the 
bridges, but beyond that, little had been mapped out. It was 
all to depend upon the orders of the commander-in-chief, who 
seemed bent on violating every military principle. Thus, he 
had appointed no definite place for the men to retreat to, and 
fixed no hour for the withdrawal from the town. He, more
over, proceeded at once to defy the canons by placing a river 
between himself and his base of supplies, - the Kennedy 
Farm, - and then left no adequate force on the river-bank 
to insure his being able to fall back to that base. Hardly 
had he entered the town when, by dispersing his men here 
and there, he made his defeat as easy as possible. Moreover, 
he had in mind no well-defined purpose in attacking Harper'$ 
Ferry, save to begin his revolution in a spectacular way, cap
ture a few slaveholders and release some slaves. So far as 
he had thought anything out, he expected to alarm the town 
and then, with the slaves that had rallied to him, to march 
back to the school-house near the Kennedy Farm, arm his 
recruits and take to the hills. Another general, with the same 
purpose in view, would have established his mountain camp 
first, swooped down upon the town in order to spread terror 
throughout the State, and in an hour or two, at most, have 
started back to his hill-top fastness. 

Aside from the opportunity to assail directly the Federal 
Government, Harper's Ferry would, moreover, seem to have 
been the last place for an attack upon the institution against 
which John Brown was in arms. It was by no means a typical. 
Sou.them town, for a large majority of its three thousand resi-
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dents were mechanics brought there from Springfield, Mas
sachusetts, and elsewhere, - " foreigners" in the eyes of the 
real Southerners.' The very slave-owners of the vicinity lived, 
not at the Ferry, but on their neighboring farms, driving in 
occasionally to the bright little town, prosperous and happy 
because the United States paid regularly and well the bulk of 
the citizenship, and set every householder a good example by 
the neatness and beauty of its grounds, adorned as they were 
by smiling flowers and by handsome buildings. As for the 
gentlemen farmers of the Virginia vicinity, they were content 
to raise only what produce they actually needed; they lived 
too far north to cultivate great crops of cotton. Hence their 
bondmen were largely well-kept house-servants, of the kind 
upon whom the ills of slavery rested most lightly, and among 
whom the desire for freedom was least keen. 

The arsenal to which John Brown's little" army" took its 
way had been established as far back as 1 794, in the Presi
dency of George Washington, on the peninsula formed by 
the juncture of the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers. The 
natural beauty of its surroundings is greatly enhanced by the 
Maryland Heights, thirteen hundred feet high, on the oppo
site bank of the Potomac, and the Loudon Heights, but little 
lower, on the other side of the Shenandoah, the two forming, 
as it were, a gateway to the Valley of Virginia of veritable 
grandeur. Thomas Jefferson said of it: a U The passage of the 
Potomac through the Blue Ridge is perhaps one of the most 
stupendous scenes in nature; .•. worth a voyage across the 
Atlantic" to witness; the heights he called "monuments of 
war between rivers and mountains which must have shaken 
the earth itself to its centre." Harper's Ferry has but a 
narrow, level space along each river; then there rises a hill 
involving a steep ascent before one reaches the plateau of 
Bolivar Heights. The town climbs the hill after the manner 
of European mountain villages, and is far below the Heights. 
"You may climb to the graveyard," wrote a traveller in 1856, 
"by the lightning rod of the Episcopal church, or you may 
slide down the rain-spout of the hotel to the ladies' car of the 
Wheeling train -'- only you must take care not to fling your
self, an unpremeditated soap-and-candle Curtius, down the 
paymaster's kitchen chimney, or put your foot in the soup 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



A B c o 
GE:O\EKAL VIEW OF HAKPER'S FER 

A. Loudon II eights. B. Shenandoah River. C. Site of Old Bridge by which Brown and his mell entered Harp .... ·, 
with the road over which Ihe " .'0, 

(Kennedy Farm, Ihe rendezvous of Brown's party prior to the raid, lies between the hills on the extreme ril/h' (. 
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tureen of the master armorer who is taking dinner in the 
basement, which is a sort of antipodean attic." • 

While nature has thus distinguished the town, its desira
bility as a military position is not enhanced by its surround
ings, for, as was shown later, in the Civil War, it lies at the 
mercy of any force which scales the Loudon or Maryland 
Heights; from them it is easy for sharpshooters to pick off 
anyone in the Ferry. In the rear, to defend it successfully, 
the enemy must be prevented from reaching Bolivar Heights. 
In 1859, the chief approaches to Harper's Ferry were by way 
of a bridge over the Shenandoah, and by a covered bridge 
from Maryland acrOSS the Potomac which was used both by 
the railroad and by vehicular traffic. The danger to any raid
ing force would come from losing possession of these bridges, 
in which case the sole means of escape would be by swimming 
the rivers or climbing up through the town toward Bolivar 
Heights, in the direction of Charlestown,· eight miles away 
by road, then, as now, the county seat of Jefferson County, 
and an important place. 

It was half-past ten when Kagi and Stevens, as advance 
guard, entered the Maryland bridge and made William Wil
liams, the watchman, their prisoner. He thought it a good 
joke, for he recognized Brown and Cook in the group that 
followed; but he was soon made to realize that here was grim 
earnest, and, like the others captured early in the raid, was 
utterly dumfounded. I On crossing the bridge, the raiders 
next came to the combined railroad station and hotel of Har
per's Ferry, known as the Wager House. On the left side, 
on the bank of the Shenandoah, was a low saloon known as 
the Galt House, and straight ahead were the buildings of 
the arsenal in which the completed guns were stored. To the 
right, running along the Potomac for six hundred yards or 
more, extended the shops of the armory, protected on the 
river-side by the railroad track, but always in danger from 
freshets at high water. Of the armory proper, the first build
ing was the watch-room and fire-engine house, in which Brown 
and his men were finally penned up; it was but sixty yards 
or so from the ends of both bridges. Indeed, the whole tra
gedy which ensued was within an extraordinarily small space. 

• The modem IpelliDr i. Charles TcnrD. 
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Beyond the fire-engine house were the forging shop, the ma
chine shop, the stocking shop, the .. component department" 
and the rolling-mills of the arsenal. About half a mile dis
tant, on the Shenandoah, were what is known as the rifle 
works, separate shops in which sixty expert gunsmiths turned 
out weapons for the regular army.- Contrary to the custom 
of the present day, the arsenals of the government in 1859 
were cared for by civilians, not by regularly enlisted sol
diers of the Ordnance Corps; there were, in fact, but a few 
watchmen on duty at night at Harper's.Ferry. John Brown, 
therefore, had nothing to fear from any armed guard on the 
spot. Hence, he confidently hoped to retire to the mountains 
before catching sight of a soldier of the regular army or of 
the militia, - by no means an unjustifiable expectation. For 
Harper's Ferry and the surrounding country knew nothing of 
war or its alarums. It had never seen belligerent men with 
guns in their hands since Revolutionary days, and in October, 
1859, it no more feared an armed invasion than does the 
quietest and sleepiest New England village to-day. Its citi
zens would as soon have expected a cataclysm of nature as 
bloodshed in their streets. 

After crossing the bridge, the second prisoner was taken. 
He was another watchman, Daniel Whelan, who held the 
armory gate. Not even when the raiders clapped their guns 
to his breast and told him to give up the key, would he be 
unfaithful to his trust. Here the crow-bar in the wagon found 
its first usefulness; it was but a minute before entrance was 
forced. .. One fellow," said Whelan, .. took me; they all gath
ered about me and looked in my face; I was nearly scared to 
death for so many guns about; I did not know the minute 
or the hour I should drop; they told me to be very quiet and 
still and make no noise or else they would put me to eternity." 
John Brown with two men held the big gate. To Whelan and 
Williams the leader said: .. I came here from Kansas, and this 
is a slave State; I want to free all the negroes in this State; I 
have possession now of the United States armory, and if the 
citizens interfere with me I must only bum the town and have 
blood." 7 Then he crossed the street and, unopposed, took 
possession of the arsenal buildings, Albert Hazlett and Edwin 
Coppoc being made the arsenal's temporary garrison. Grad-
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ually, other prisoners came in; there were two or three young 
fellows captured on the street, and others on the Shenandoah 
bridge. Thence Brown, A. D. Stevens, and a group of the 
raiders proceeded to the rifle works, captured a watchman 
there and put John H. Kagi and John A. Copeland in posses
sion, Lewis Sheridan Leary reinforcing them later.' 

Meanwhile, the commander-in-chief had despatched a raid
ing expedition up to and beyond Bolivar Heights. John 
Brown knew well the value of the dramatic in all his under
takings, and understood what would appeal to the popular 
imagination. There lived, five miles from Harper's Ferry, a 
Colonel Lewis W. Washington, a great-grandnephew of the 
first President, and like him a gentleman-farmer and slave
owner. In Colonel Washington's possession was a pistol pre
sented to General Washington by Lafayette, as well as a sword, 
now in possession of the State of New York, which, according 
to unverified legend, was the gift of Frederick the Great to 
George Washington. John E. Cook had seen these weapons in 
Colonel Washington's home, and John Brown, beginner of a 
new American revolution, wished to strike his first blow for the 
freedom of a race with them in his hands. It was at midnight 
that Colonel Washington was awakened by four armed men, 
who stood at his chamber door with a burning flambeau 
and notified him that he was their prisoner.' Had the Heav
ens fallen, he could not have been more astonished than by 
the appearance of Osborn P. Anderson, who with Stevens, 
Tidd, Cook, Leary and Shields Green, formed this raiding 
party. One act of his captors in particular must have rankled 
with him. By John Brown's specific instructions, Stevens 
compelled Colonel Washington to hand over the i1histri
ous Frederick's sword to the negro Anderson,- another bit 
of that symbolism by which Brown set such store. 10 Then 
Colonel Washington was led forth to his own carriage; behind 
it stood his four-horse farm-wagon, into which climbed the 
raiders and Washington's slaves, who were told to come and 
fight for their liberty, and the caravan set off for Harper's 
Ferry. On its way there was a stop at a neighbor's, Mr. 
John H. Allstadt's, where much the same scene was enacted. 
The crash of a fence-rail against the front door woke the 
house to cries of murder from the women of the family. 
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"Presently," recalls Mr. John Thomas Allstadt, then a boy 
of eighteen, 

"they led my father and me outside. There we saw Colonel Wash
ington, sitting in his own team. They put us, my father and me, 
on the seat of Colonel Washington's four-horse wagon. In the body, 
behind us, our six negroes and Colonel Washington's quota stood 
close packed. As we drove inside the Armory yard, there stood an old 
man. 'This,' said Stevens, by way of introduction, 'is John Brown.' 
'Osawatomie Brown of Kansas,' added Brown. Then he handed out 
pikes to our negroes, telling them to guard us carefully, to prevent 
our escape. 'Keep these white men inside,' said he. There were no 
other local negroes within the enclosure, save Colonel Washington's 
and ours. We arrived at the Armory just about daybreak. We were 
not taken inside the building until several men had fallen. In the 
interval we were permitted to walk up and down before the engine 
house, east and west, but not on the east side, on which were the 
gates."11 

Said John Brown to Lewis Washington, as he greeted him 
at the engine-house at the armory: 

.. I think, after a while, possibly, I shall be enabled to release you, 
but only on the condition of getting your friends to send in a negro 
man as a ransom. I shall be very attentive to you, sir, for I may get 
the worst of it in my first encounter, and if so, your life is worth 
as much as mine. I shall be very particular to pay attention to 
you. My particular reason for taking you first was that, as the aid 
to the Governor of Virginia, I knew you would endeavor to perform 
your duty, and perhaps you would have been a troublesome cus
tomer to me; and, apart from that, I wanted you particularly for 
the moral effect it would give our cause having one of your name, 
as a prisoner."l~ 

Meanwhile, as the night had worn on, the town had become 
aroused. Patrick Higgins, the night watchman of the Mary
land bridge, who came to relieve William Williams, was shot 
at for striking Oliver Brown and refusing to surrender. The 
bullet ploughed a furrow in his scalp, but did not prevent his 
seeking safety in the Wager House and helping to give the 
alarm. At 1.25 in the morning, the Baltimore and Ohio train 
bound from the West to Baltimore arrived in Harper's Ferry 
and attempted to cross the bridge. As it was in the act of 
starting on, Patrick Higgins came up to Conductor Phelps 
and told his story of being attacked by men carrying rifles. 
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The engineer and baggage-master went forward to investigate, 
but returned immediately on being fired at and seeing the 
muzzles of four rifles resting on a railing; at once the train 
backed away.1I It was at this moment that Shephard Hay
ward, a free negro who acted as baggage-master of the station, 
went around the comer of the hotel and on toward the bridge, 
to look for the missing watchman. He, too, received a com
mand to halt, but it probably meant as little to him as it had 
to Patrick Higgins, * and as he turned to retrace his steps to 
the station, a bullet passed through his body a little below his 
heart. He lay in agony in the railroad station until his death, 
nearly twelve hours later, attended at times by a doctor and 
Patrick Higgins, who brought him water. 

This was, indeed, an ill omen for the army of liberation. 
The first man to fall at their hands was neither a slave-owner, 
nor a defender of slavery, nor one who suffered by it, but a 
highly respected, well-to-do colored man, in full possession 
of his liberty and favored with the respect of the white com
munity. He had not even offered to resist. U And so at the 
very first moment was violated a final charge which John 
Brown gave to his men before he ordered them to take the 
road. U And now, gentlemen," he said, Ulet me impress this 
one thing on your minds; you all know how dear life is to 
you, and how dear your lives are to your friends; and in re
membering that, consider that the lives of others are as dear 
to them as yours are to you: do not, therefore, take the life 
of anyone if you can possibly avoid it; but if it is necessary 
to take life in order to save your own, then make sure work 
of it." 11 

As for the train, it remained there until daylight, although 
Conductor Phelps received word at three o'clock from Brown 
through a prisoner that he might proceed; he would not 
trust his train across the bridge until daylight. 11 Then John 
Brown let him go - to spread abroad the tidings of what had 
happened. At 7.05 A. M., Phelps arrived at Monocacy and 
telegraphed to W. P. Smith, the master of transportation 
at Baltimore, the story of the night: that he and his baggage-

• "'Now," eays Patrick Higginl, ". did n't know what 'Halt' mint then any 
more than a hOC knows about a holiday." He stilllivea at Sandy Hook. 
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master had been fired at, that Hayward had been shot, and 
that the insurrectionists were one hundred and fifty strong. 

"They say," his despatch went on, "they have come to free the 
slaves and intend to do it at all hazards. The leader of those men 
requested me to say to you that this is the last train that shall pass 
the bridge either East or West. If it is attempted it will be at the 
peril of the lives of those having them in charge .... It has been 
suggested you had better notify the Secretary of War at once. The 
telegraph wires are cut East and West of Harper's Ferry and this 
is the first station that I could send a dispatch from." 17 

But SO extraordinary a message did not find credence in 
those piping times of peace. The master of transportation 
telegraphed dubiously at nine o'clock: "Your dispatch is 
evidently exaggerated and written under excitement. Why 
should our trains be stopped by Abolitionists, and how do 
you know they are such and that they numbered one hun
dred or more? What is their object? Let me know at once 
before we proceed to extremities." "My dispatch was not 
exaggerated," replied Conductor Phelps from Ellicott's Mills 
at eleven o'clock, "neither was it written under excitement 
as you suppose; I have not made it half as bad as it is •... 
I will call at your office immediately on my arrival and tell 
you all." Before this reply was received, the president of 
the railroad, John W. Garrett, had seen the conductor's des
patch, and lost no time in acting upon it. At half-past ten 
he had telegraphed to the President of the United States, 
to Governor Wise, of Virginia, and to Major-General George 
H. Stewart, commanding the First Light Division, Maryland 
Volunteers, in Baltimore, that an insurrection was in pro
gress in Harper's Ferry, in which free negroes and whites 
were engaged. Thus the first alarm was given hours before 
it should have been. Moreover, from Monocacy word had 
reached Frederick, a short distance away, and by ten o'clock 
the military company of that place was under arms. 

Unfortunately for John Brown's belief that he had hours 
Qf immunity before he need think of beginning his retreat, 
Harper's Ferry had its Paul Revere. He was John D. Starry, 
a physician of the town, who lived but a stone's throw from 
the Wager House. The shot which mortally wounded Hay
ward aroused him, as did the injured man's cry of distress. II 
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He went at once to Hayward's side, only to find that he 
was beyond help. He heard the firing on the street which 
made the conductor of the train beat a retreat, but Dr. Starry 
himself was not to be frightened. He stood at the comer 
of the station and watched three of the raiders approaching; 
then he notified the alarmed passengers who had crowded into 
the waiting-room that he would follow the strangers into the 
armory and find out what it was all about. He did so, was 
challenged, and returned to the station without the infor
mation he desired. Later, he exchanged words with the raid
ers who held the bridge, quite unmolested, although other 
citizens were arrested on sight. This was characteristic of 
the haphazard character of the raid and the lack of specific 
instructions. Dr. Starry devoted the rest of the night to 
watching; saw Colonel Washington's four-horse wagon arrive, 
and then, at five minutes after five o'clock, saw it drive over 
the Maryland bridge in charge of John E. Cook and disap
pear on the other bank; three men with pikes in their hands 
were in the wagon and two with rifles marched alongside. 
At daylight he could stand it no longer; he saddled his horse, 
rode first to the residence of A. M. Kitzmiller, who was in 
charge of the arsenal in the absence of the superintendent, 
Mr. Barbour, and aroused him and a number of other officials 
and workmen with the story of the night. He then put spurs 
to his horse and climbed the hill to Bolivar Heights, where he 
again awoke some sleepers. Without dismounting, he rode 
back into the town, going straight to the rifle works, where 
he found three armed men. With admirable courage he rode 
to within twenty-five or thirty paces of them. As they did 
not molest him, he decided to take charge of matters and 
drive the invaders out. 

He lost not a minute's time, for, in his own words: 

"I went back to the hillside then, and tried to get the citizens 
together, to see what we could do to get rid of these fellows. They 
seemed to be very troublesome. When I got on the hill I learned that 
they had shot Boerley. That was probably about 7 o'clock. Boerley 
was an Irishman living there, a citizen of the town. He died very 
soon afterwards .... I had ordered the Lutheran church bell to be 
rung to get the citizens together to see what sort of arms they had; 
I found one or two squirrel rifles and a few shot guns; I had Sent 
a messenger to Charlestown in the meantime for Captain Rowan, 
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commander of a volunteer company there: I also sent messengers 
to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to stop the trains coming east 
and not let them approach the Ferry, and also a messenger to Shep
herdstown. When I could find no guns fit for use, and learned from 
the operatives and foreman at the armory that all the guns that 
they knew of were in the arsenal and in possession of these men, 
I thought I had better go to Charlestown myself, perhaps; I did 
so and hurried Captain Rowan off. When I returned to the Ferry, 
I found that the citizens had gotten some guns out of one of the 
workshops - guns which had been placed there to keep them out of 
the high water-and were pretty well armed. I assisted, from that 
time until some time in the night, in various ways, organizing the 
citizens and getting them to the best place of attack, and sometimes 
acting professionally." 

Charlestown, as already stated, was eight miles away. 
When Dr. Starry reached there on his foam-flecked horse, 
the alarm bells were being rung, and from bed or breakfast 
men hurried to the court-house, the centre of the town, to 
learn that Abolitionists and slave-stealers were murdering 
innocent men in the streets of Harper's Ferry. What the 
South had been dreading ever since the Nat Turner insur
rection of 1831 had come to pass: there was another servile 
uprising in the land. For years patrols had ridden the roads 
and men had watched of night lest the negroes tum upon 
their masters. It was an ever-present fear; that the Abo
litionists wished the slaves to rise and kill their masters in 
their beds was a belief widely held in the South and often 
publicly expressed, and no happening that could be imagined 
contained a greater possibility of horror and bloodshed. But 
the men of Charlestown faltered not at all, now that the long
dreaded hour had come. The militia, called the Jefferson 
Guards, fell into line ununiformed; and then boys and men, 
U accoutred as they were" with muskets or rifles or SQuirrel
guns, their scant ;un,munition in their pockets, formed still 
another company, also with no sign of a uniform. On the 
moment, the new company chose officers, and at ten o'clock 
both companies were off by train for their first active ser
vice. 11 But not their last, for in this column were brave men 
who fought from 1861 to 1865 with the indomitable courage 
of the Confederacy, even when their homes were in ruins or 
in the enemy's hands, their clothes in tatters, their feet bare. 
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Uniforms were needless in 1859 or 1865, when the martial 
spirit was so high and the sense of duty so keen. It was some
thing that John Brown had not counted on, nor would any 
one else in his place have thought it possible; not now, fifty 
years later, would it be possible to get men as quickly on the 
spot again. An example of the natural military talent of the 
South, it should by itself have silenced, a year and a half 
later, those who thought to march from Washington to Rich
mond as if on an afternoon's promenade. And the Jefferson 
Guards, besides their speed of assembly, were well led, for 
with excellent military judgment they left the citizens' com
panyon Bolivar Heights, and, crossing the Potomac by boat, 
a mile or more above the arsenal, and then the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal, re-formed upon its bank, on Maryland soil, 
and marched down to the bridge over the same road over 
which the raiders had come from Kennedy Farm the pre
ceding night.-

While the Charlestown military was hurrying to the scene 
with such astonishing promptitude, there had been, after 
the departure of the train and the killing of the unfortunate 
Mr. Boerly, for a time a cessation of hostilities in Harper's 
Ferry. During this interval, John Brown ordered and had 
served from the Wager House, breakfast for forty-five per
sons, which, however, neither he nor Mr. Allstadt nor Colo
nel Washington would touch, - all three fearing that the 
employees of the Wager House had poisoned the food.1I 

Throughout this long day, John Brown and most of his men 
fought without a morsel to eat. The prisoners had rapidly 
increased in number, for, as the master mechanics and work
men approached the gates, they were quickly bagged, until 
such time as the town was thoroughly alarmed. Estimates 
of the number of prisoners finally confined in the watch
house have gone as high as a hundred and as low as thirty; 
the latter number is more nearly correct. Between nine and 
ten o'clock, Leeman, who had gone with John E. Cook and 
Colonel Washington's wagon toward the Kennedy Farm, 
had arrived with a prisoner, Terence Byrne, a farmer and 
slave-owner who lived in Maryland, about three miles from 
Harper's Ferry. With them returned William Thompson, 
whom Brown had sent to notify Owen Brown, at the school-

4. 
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house near the Kennedy Farm, that all was going well, - a 
message soon to be singularly misleading. u 

. Throughout the early morning, John Brown received urgent 
messages from his able lieutenant, Kagi, at the rifle works, 
begging the town him the inde~ 
cision of shortly to be why it was that 
the let slip the when escape 
was possible never be wholly He himself 
averred thought for his had much to 
with it. There is no doubt, too, he still expected the 
negroes to rise in numbers and swell his force to irresistible 
proportions. The lack of a carefully thought out programme 
told as well. Though he kept perfectly cool and clear-headed, 
he proved incapable of attempting anything aggressive, and 
the citizens speedily aware that the raiders were on the 
defensive, nine and ten had actually 
discussed prisoners with the citizens 
looking of firing, and him in posses~ 
sion of A brave prisoner A. Brua 
went forward begging not to shoot, 
as they endangered the lives of Colonel Washington and the 
other prisoners. U But soon after ten o'clock general firing 
began. 

It was about noon that the Jefferson Guards reached the 
Maryland end of the Potomac bridge. quickly drove 
from it and the rest of the and, crossing, 
entered House; but not had had a sharp 
exchange with such of as John Brown 
could hastily In this Guards, 
one of was severely in the left arm 
and crippled for life.u But the purpose of the movement 
was achieved: one door of the Harper's Ferry trap was closed, 
and as it was sprung, communication with the Kennedy 
Farm was cut off. The strategy of Colonel John T. Gibson, 
of Charlestown, who, as Colonel of the Fifty-fifth Virginia 
Infantry, both companies, Captain Rowan, 
the Mexican veteran, who Jefferson Guards, 
had more than could at 
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of the Charlestown militia ceased. The newly formed com
pany of their townsmen had, meanwhile, come down from 
Bolivar Heights under Captain Botts and occupied the Galt 
House and the Shenandoah bridge, while a detachment under 
Captain John Avis and Richard B. Washington took pos
session of some houses between the hill and the arsenal, from 
which they could fire readily into the yard. III They had hardly 
taken their places, when Mr. Washington shot and instantly 
killed Dangerfield Newby, who, with William Thompson and 
Oliver Brown, had been driven off the bridge by the Jefferson 
Guards and was fleeing back to the armory." Newby was 
thus the first to die of John Brown's men, and with him 
perished the hope of liberty of his poor slave wife, who 
so ardently longed for her Ie dear Dangerfield" to release her 
and her brood of seven slave children. John Brown was now 
entirely cut off from his three men in the rifle works, and 
from Hazlett and Anderson, the guard in the arsenal. He had 
left at this hour but a single way of retreat, - through the 
armory buildings under the hill, -with no means of crossing 
the Potomac to the Maryland shore. 

After the loss of the Potomac bridge and the killing of 
Newby, whose body was subjected to shocking indignities,
his ears were sliced off for souvenirs, 27 - at Brown's request, 
a prisoner named Cross went out with William Thompson to 
stop the firing, with the sole result that Thompson fell into the 
hands of theenemy.u A little later, Brown despatched another 
flag of truce by Stevens and Watson Brown, with whom 
went Mr. Kitzmiller, the acting superintendent of the armory. 
If the citizens understood what the flag meant, they did not 
respect it. Stevens fell, shot twice by George W. Chambers, 
a saloon-keeper, from a window in the Galt House, the slugs 
used inflicting terrible wounds. 2I Watson Brown, mortally 
wounded a moment earlier than Stevens, dragged himself back 
to the fire-engine house, where his father had now assembled 
the remnants of his band, the slaves he had armed, and eleven 
of the most important prisoners: Washington; the Allstadts; 
Brua; Byrne; Benjamin Mills, the master armorer; A. M. Ball, 
the master machinist; J. E. P. Daingerfield, the paymaster's 
clerk, and others, nearly all of whom testified later in detail 
to the scenes of which they were sucli unwilling witnesses. 
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The remainder of the prisoners were left in the watch-room, 
which comprised a third of the fire-engine house, but was with
out a communicating door. Unguarded as they were, these 
watch-room prisoners were too terrified to venture out until 
the arrival of the Martinsburg company in the middle of the 
afternoon. In sharp contrast to their inactivity was the con
duct of Mr. Brua, whose humanitarian spirit made him volun
teer to go to the aid of Stevens as he lay bleeding in a gutter. 
Thanks to him, Stevens was carried into the Wager House 
and given medical attention. ao 

Mr. Brua's deed, the more striking because he again re
turned to take his place as a prisoner, has unfortunately been 
overlooked, because of the barbarities attending the killing 
of some of the raiders. For instance, the death, about one 
o'clock in the afternoon, of William H. Leeman, the youngest 
of Brown's men, has frequently been cited to prove the "sav
agery" which the raiders encountered. About the time that 
Stevens and Watson Brown were wounded, Leeman made an 
attempt from the upper end of the yard to escape across the 
Potomac, a little above the bridge. He soon found himself 
under such a heavy fire that he stopped on a tiny islet. Ac
cording to a generally accepted story, he was here killed, after 
he had surrendered, by a citizen, G. A. Schoppert, who, it was 
alleged, deliberately placed his weapon at the unarmed eight
een-year-old boy's head before shooting. In 1900, Mr. Schop
pert made an affidavit that Leeman had a pistol and a knife 
when killed, and that he refused to surrender when called on 
to do so. In his assertion that this was a justifiable killing, Mr. 
Schoppert had the support of Colonel J. T. Gibson, an eye
witness. I t remains, however, a melancholy fact that the lad's 
body, lying for hours in plain sight on the rock, was riddled 
and mutilated repeatedly by whole companies, as well as by 
individuals who found the dead Abolitionist an attractive 
target, particularly from the bridge.1I Unfortunately for the 
troops, the bars at the Wager House and the Galt House were 
not affected by the street-fighting that went on, and contin
ued to dispense liquor, with disastrous results to the morale 
of the troops as the hours passed. II 

About two o'clock the death of George W. Turner, a slave
holder, a farmer of means and prominence in the vicinity of 
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Harper's Ferry, still further inflamed the citizens. A graduate 
of West Point, who had seen service in the Seminole War in 
Florida, II he rode to town carrying his shot-gun, and was shot 
in the neck and instantly killed. According to one narrative, 
he was in the act of firing on two of the raiders when a bullet 
from them struck him; it was also related that he was killed 
while talking to a traveller who had strayed in from one of 
the delayed Baltimore and Ohio trains.u In any event, his 
death added greatly to the excitement of the Harper's Fer
rians. But it was the shooting of the mayor of the town, Fon
taine Beckham, which roused the citizens of Harper's Ferry 
to the highest pitch of indignation. Mr. Beckham, the agent 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at Harper's Ferry for the 
twenty-five years since its opening, had been a magistrate 
in Jefferson County for an even longer period. Sincerely at
tached to his helper, Hayward, and much agitated by his 
death, which occurred about four 0' clock, Mayor Beckham, in 
his extreme nervousness, several times ventured out on the 
railroad in order to observe what was going on, though warned 
not to do so. From the engine house it looked as if he were 
trying to get a favorable position from which to shoot. To 
this Mr. John Thomas Allstadt testifies, for he was near 
Edwin Coppoc when the latter fired : II 

.. Now Mr. Beckham went behind the water tank and began peering 
around its corner, as it might be to take aim. 'If he keeps on peeking, 
I'm going to shoot,' said Coppoc, from his seat in the doorway. I 
stood close by him. Mr. Beckham peeked again and Coppoc fired, 
but missed. • Don't fire, man, for God's sake I they'll shoot in here 
and kill us all,' shrieked the prisoners from behind. Some were 
laughing, others overwhelmed with fear. But Coppoc was already 
firing again. This shot killed Beckham. Undoubtedly he would not 
have been fired upon but for his equivocal appearance. Coppoc fired 
no more from the watch-house; in fact, no one remained in sight. 
But Brown's son, Oliver, sitting in the partly open engine-house 
door, spied someone peeping over the stone wall of the trestle in the 
act of sighting a gun. Young Brown instantly took aim; but even as 
he was in the act of firing, the other's shot struck him - a mortal 
wound that gave horrible pain." 

The unarmed mayor died instantly, and his death was an 
that was needed to incite the now half-drunken and uncon
trolled crowd around the Wager House to the worst killing of 
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the day. \Villiam Thompson, with the wounded Stevens, was 
now a captive in the hotel. Mad with the desire to revenge 
Beckham's death,· the mob, headed by George W. Chambers, 
the saloon-keeper, and Harry Hunter, of Charlestown, at
tempted to make way with him in the hotel itself. A brief 
respite was secured to Thompson by a Miss Christine Fouke, 
who begged that his life be spared, from the mixed motive, 
as she afterwards explained, of a desire to have the law take 
its course and to save the house from becoming the scene of 
an outrage! H What happened then was narrated by Harry 
Hunter during John Brown's trial, in answer to a question 
from his father, Andrew Hunter, the special prosecutor on 
behalf of the State: 

U After Mr. Beckham, who was my grand-uncle, was shot, I was 
much exasperated, and started with Mr. Chambers to the room 
where the second Thompson was confined, with the purpose of 
shooting him. We found several persons in the room, and had 
leveled our guns at him, when Mrs. Fouke's sister threw herself 
before him, and begged us to leave him to the laws. We then caught 
hold of him, and dragged him out by the throat, he saying: 'Though 
you may take my life, 80,000,000 t will arise up to avenge me, and 
carry out my purpose of giving liberty to the slaves.' We carried 
him out to the bridge, and two of us, leveling our guns in this mo
ment of wild exasperation, fired, and before he fell, a dozen or more 
balls were buried in him; we then threw his body off the trestle
work, and returned to the bridge to bring out the prisoner Stevens, 
and serve him in the same way; we found him suffering from his 
wounds, and probably dying; we concluded to spare him, and start 
after others, and shoot all we could find. I had just seen my loved 
uncle and best friend I ever had, shot down by those villainous 
Abolitionists, and felt justified in shooti~ any that I could find; I 
felt it my duty, and I have no regrets." 

William Thompson was shot by Chambers and Hunter with 
their l"evolvers at his head, and thrust through the open space 
between the roadway and the side of the bridge. As he lay 

• Mr. Beckham's friendlineas to the negro appears from the fact that at the time 
of his death he was aiding one, Isaac Gilbert, to purchase the freedom of his wife 
and three children. As if foreseeing a sudden death, the mayor had made a will 
insuring the freedom of these four slaves, whom he had purchased in order to 
facilitate their liberation. See Will Book No. 16, p. 142, Jefferson County Court 
Records, Charlestown, West Virginia • 
. t Other reports quote Thompson u having said "80,000." 
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in the shallow water below, he, too, was riddled with bullets. 
The body, says a local historian, "could be seen for a day or 
two after, lying at the bottom of the river, with his ghastly 
face still exhibiting his fearful death agony." as Making all 
due allowance for the naturally intense indignation aroused 
by the killing of so universally beloved a man as Mayor 
Beckham, and for the horrors of the day, the killing of Thomp
son was none the less a disgrace to the State of Virginia. It 
loses nothing of its barbarity with the lapse of years. It is a 
pleasure, however, to record that the best public sentiment of 
Harper's Ferry and Charlestown has always condemned the 
act. This crime must also in part be offset by Brua's readi
ness to risk his life on behalf of Stevens, and by other high
minded acts on the part of the citizens. Yet it remains in 
striking contrast to the kindliness and courtesy with which 
John Brown treated his prisoners, in keeping with the dictates 
of the Chatham Constitution and with his own character. 
This generous treatment was freely acknowledged by his 
prisoners, one of whom, J. E. P. Daingerfield, declined to 
attend John Brown's execution, because "he had made me a 
prisoner, but had spared my life and that of other gentlemen 
in his power; and when his sons were shot down beside him, 
almost any other man similarly situated would have exacted 
life for life." at 

Just after Mr. Beckham's death, there arrived, to add to 
the excitement, a sturdy Martinsburg company, composed 
largely of employees of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 
Headed by Captain E. G. Alburtis, they very nearly ended the 
conflict, for they boldly marched through the armory yard 
from the rear, thus cutting off Brown's only remaining avenue 
of escape, and engaged the raiders at close range, driving them 
into the engine house, during which manreuvre the company 
lost eight of its men by wounds. "During the fight," Captain 
Alburtis narrated afterwards, 

.. we found in the room adjoining the engine-house some thirty or 
forty prisoners who had been captured and confined by the outlaws. 
The windows were broken open by our party, and these men es
caped. The whole of the outlaws were now driven into the engirie
house, and owing to the great number of wounded requiring our 
care, and not being supported by the other companies as we ex-
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pected, we were obliged to return. Had the other companies come 
up, we could have taken the engine-house then. Immediately after 
we drew off, there was a flag of truce sent out to propose terms, 
which were that they should be permitted to retire across the river 
with their arms, and, I think, proceed as far as some lock on the 
canal, there to release their prisoners. These terms were not acceded 
to, and understood that the marines and 
number Baltimore were way, nothing 
ther was to establish guards around to prevent 
desperadoes escaping. We had of cannon, which 
we proposed to bear on the but were directed 
not to do of endangering " 40 , 

These captives were later a convenient excuse to explain 
the militia's shortcomings. Immediately after the arrival of 
the Martinsburg company, other troops began to pour in. 
Itself, like the second Charlestown company, organized on the 
spur of the organization was 
lowed by Shepherdstown, militia companies, 
the Hamtramck Guards and the Troop, which, 
however, but little. three companies 
from Maryland, appeared were the first 
formed to report. U They, too, to the noise and 
confusion the streets, but were of little or no avail. For 
all practical purposes, John Brown and his handful of men 
had beaten off the several hundred armed citizens and mili
tia who had come to capture him, living or dead. Later in 
the evening a Winchester company arrived, as did five Bal-
timore militia companies, which did the town from 
Sandy morning. u and Company 
F of arrived five hours engine house 
taken. 

The tragedies of October 
Harper's Ferry is not complete with the violent deaths of 
Beckham and William Thompson. On the Shenandoah, John 
Brown's outposts in the rifle works were slain or captured at 
about the same hour that the arsenal garrison was finally 
driven into the engine house. Kagi's early morning requests 
that the evacuated having with no consideration 
·at John he and his hungry, isolated 
menaced and more armed continued to 
orders their posts in fashion. 
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the energetic Dr. Starry was mindful of their exposed and 
isolated position, and the opportunity it offered. 

". organized a party," he testified afterwards, "about half-past 
two or three o'clock, and sent them over there with directions to 
commence the fight as soon as they got near enough; that party was 
under the command of a young man named Irwin. He went over, 
and at the first fire Kagi, and the others who were with him in 
Hall's [the Rifle] Works, went out the back way towards the Win
chester railroad, climbed out on the railroad and into the Shenan
doah River. They were met on the opposite side by a party who 
were there and driven back. • . ." 

Mr. A. R. Boteler, the Congressman from the Harper's 
Ferry district, was an eye-witness of what happened. The 
three raiders made for a large flat rock near the middle of the 
stream. Before reaching it, Kagi "fell and died in the water, 
apparently without a struggle;" Lewis Sheridan Leary was 
mortally wounded, and John A. Copeland was captured by a 
Harper's Ferrian, James H. Holt by name, who waded out to 
him as Schoppert had to Leeman. But Holt's gun, like Cope
land's rifle, failed to go off because of its having become wet. 
Copeland surrendered as Holt, clubbing his gun, was about to 
knock him down. As soon as Copeland was brought to the 
bank, there were cries of: "Lynch him!" Fortunately, Dr. 
Starry rode up as the citizens, now near the armory wall with 
their prisoner, were tying their handkerchiefs together that 
they might hang the trembling negro. But Dr. Starry was not 
of the bloodthirsty kind. To his credit, and that of Harper's 
Ferry, he shielded Copeland by getting him into a comer and 
covering him with the horse who had carried his master so 
faithfully all day. In a little while a policeman arrived, and, 
Dr. Starry still holding back the crowd, Copeland was taken 
off to a safe place, thus escaping William Thompson's fate. 
Leary, the wounded negro, was in no wise molested, dying 
late the following night. u 

Two men alone, of those of the Provisional Army who 
remained in the town after the Maryland bridge was taken 
by the Jefferson Guards, escaped from the Ferry,- Albert 
Hazlett and Osborn P. Anderson. The latter, the colored 
raider from Canada, subsequently wrote a misleading and 
exaggerated account of their escape from the armory, in 
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which he states that they remained at their posts until the 
final capture of Tuesday. This is, however, incredible. It is 
not possible that they could have gone scot-free in daylight, 
when Lee's marines were everywhere on guard and the town 
swarmed with excited militia. In all probability they left 
their posts in the arsenal about nightfall on Monday, when 
everybody was watching the armory yard and the engine 
house. According to Anderson, they first went along the 
Shenandoah and climbed the hill just out of town, where they 
lay conc.ealed for three hours; then, returning into the town 
along the river, they found an old boat and crossed in it to 
the Maryland side. If this, too, seems incredible, their escape 
by whatever means was miraculous, for they did reach the 
Kennedy Farm, and from there found their way into Pennsyl
vania, where Hazlett was finally captured. Of the rear-guard 
on the Maryland side, John E. Cook alone ventured back to 
the Ferry bridge, late in the afternoon of Monday. He had 
been on guard in the school-house to which Tidd and Owen 
Brown were moving arms, and had conversed quite freely with 
the schoolmaster, explaining the purposes of the attack and 
the views of the raiders. U He distinctly heard the firing, 
but not until four o'clock, when a second wagon-load of arms 
was brought to the school-house, did he feel free to leave. To 
acquaintances along the road he openly admitted his connec
tion with the raiders. When opposite the Ferry, he scaled the 
mountain in order to get a view of what was going on, and 
beheld his comrades cooped up in the engine house with the 
citizens firing on them. As, he confessed after his capture, 

"I saw that our party were completely surrounded, and as I saw 
a body of men on High Street firing down upon them - they were 
about half a mile distant from me - I thought I would draw their 
firing upon myself; I therefore raised my rifle and took the best aim 
I could and fired. It had the desired effect, for the very instant the 
party returned it. Several shots were exchanged. The last one they 
fired cut a small limb I had hold of just below my hand, and gave 
me a fall of about fifteen feet by which I was severely bruised and 
my flesh somewhat lacerated." 

He then descended to the canal and returned to the school
house, where he rejoined the rear-guard, now comprising Owen 
Brown, Barclay Coppoc, Meriam, Tidd, and several of the 
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negroes liberated and armed. All of the latter left the raiders 
before the coming night passed. 

With the disappearance of Cook, the withdrawal of Al
burtis and the coming of night, the active hostilities of the 
day ceased. In loose fashion the militia picketed the engine 
house. A citizen, Samuel Strider by name, tied a handkerchief 
to his umbrella and delivered a summons to surrender," to 
which John Brown replied by the following note: 

Capt. John Brown answers: 
In consideration of all my men, whether living or dead, or 

wounded, being soon safely in and delivered up to me at this point 
with all their arms and amunition, we will then take our prisoners 
and cross the Potomac bridge, a little beyond which we will set them 
at liberty; after which we can negotiate about the Government 
property as may be best. Also we require the delivery of our horse 
and harness at the hotel. 

JOHN BROWN. 

To this Colonel Baylor answered briefly that he could not 
accept the terms proposed; that under no conditions would 
he consent to a removal of the citizens across the river." 
When the Frederick companies arrived, one of the captains, 
Sinn by name, went close up to the engine-house. Being 
hailed from there, he promptly entered, conversing at length 
with John Brown, who was then, as during the entire fight, 
wearing the sword of Frederick the Great. To Captain Sinn 
Brown again stated his terms, complaining also that his men 
when bearing flags of truce had been shot down like dogs. 
To this Captain Sinn replied that men who took up arms 
that way must expect to be shot down like dogs: John Brown's 
answer was that he knew what he had to undergo before he 
came there, "he had weighed the responsibility and should 
not shrink from it." He had had full possession of the town 
and could have massacred all the inhabitants had he thought 
proper to do so; hence he believed himself entitled to some 
terms. He insisted that he and his followers had killed no 
unarmed men. When told that Beckham was without any 
weapon when killed, he expressed deep regret. They then 
parted. Captain Sinn, who seems to have been a soldier of 
a fine type, recorded his disgust with conditions among the 
citizens. 47 Many of them were hopelessly intoxicated, only 
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a few of them were under any discipline· or control, all of 
them had guns, and some, according to Captain Sinn and 
others, were firing their guns in the air all nig~t, whooping 
and yelling, and generally behaving as if the enemy were to 
be exorcised by noise and bravado. Entering the Wager 
House, the chivalrous Sinn found some young inen taunting 
the gravely wounded Stevens and pointing their revolvers 
at him, but without in the least causing him to flinch. It was 
not the first time that day that death had thus approached 
Stevens, but it was the last, for Sinn drove the men out, say
ing: "If this man could stand on his feet with a pistol in his 
hand, you would all jump out of the window." * But Captain 
Sinn did not weary of well-doing here; he induced the surgeon 
of his command, a Dr. Taylor, of Frederick, to staunch the 
wounds of Watson Brown, in the engine house. The surgeon 
did so and promised to return early in the morning,4I but 
by that time the engine-house was stormed and his patient, 
in extremis, beyond all surgical aid. This was a curious epi
sode in what was a unique American tragedy; where else 
have men killed, then met and conversed with one another 
and aided the wounded, and then killed again? 

With the withdrawal of Captain Sinn and Dr. Taylor, the 
engine house composed itself for the night. Prisoners and 
raiders lay down on the brick floor to get such rest as they 
could; the morrow, they all knew, would seal the raiders' 
fate. The doors, shut and barred, did not keep out the yell
ing of the drunken soldiery. But within all was dark; the 
liberators had no light; it was intensely cold . 

.. In the quiet of the night," the younger Allstadt remembers, 
"young Oliver Brown died. He ·had begged again and again to be 
shot, in the agony of his wound, but his father had replied to him, 
'Oh you will get over it,' and, 'If you must die, die like a man.' 
Now John Brown talked, from time to time, with my father and with 
Colonel Washington, but I did not hear what was said. Oliver 
Brown lay quietly over in a comer. His father called to him, after 
a time. No answer. 'I guess he is dead,' said Brown." • 

• Later, during the trial, Captain Sinn showed an equally fine spirit in going 
to Charlestown on a summons from John Brown to testify in his behalf, "10 that 
Northern men would have no opportunity to say that Southern men were unwill
ing to appear as witneaaea on behalf of one whOle principia they abhorred." 
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Near his brother, Watson lay quietly breathing his young 
life away. Stewart Taylor, the young Canadian, shot like 
Oliver in the doorway of the engine house, lay dead near-by. 
There were left alive and unwounded but five men, the com
mander-in-chief, Edwin Coppoc, J. G. Anderson, Dauphin 
Thompson and Shields Green. John Brown himself, though 
plainly. anxious to have his terms accepted, betrayed no trepi
dation whatever. Although now over forty hours without 
sleep, he sought no rest. "Men, are you awake?" he asked 
from time to time in the stillness of the night. John E. P. 
Daingerfield remembered a talk with John Brown that night, 
in which he told him that the raiders were committing treason 
against the State and the United States. "Two of his men, 
hearing the conversation, said to their leader, 'Are we com
mitting treason against our country by being here?' Brown 
answered, 'Certainly.' Both declared, 'If that is so, we don't 
want to fight any more. We thought we came to liberate the 
slaves and did not know that that was committing treason.''' 
At the break of dawn, these two young men, Dauphin Thomp
son and Jeremiah G. Anderson, gave up their lives on the 
bayonets of the marines. II , 

For representatives of the Federal Government had ap
peared on the scene; as the raiders learned from the friendly 
Captain Sinn, the United States marines had arrived and had 
supplanted the loose oversight of the militia with the sharp 
patrolling and guarding of regular soldiers. The news of the 
raid had stirred official Washington to prompt action early 
in the day. President Buchanan telegraphed at 1.30 to the 
president of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad that three 
companies of artillery had been sent from Fort Monroe, and 
that he had accepted the services of Captain Ritchie's militia 
company at Fredericksburg, Maryland.1l After sending the. 
despatch, he also ordered to Harper's Ferry the only United 
States force in Washington, - a small company of marines 
at the navy yard, commanded by Lieutenant Israel Green. 
Mr. Buchanan's despatch did not satisfy the alarmed Mr. 
Garrett, who replied that his agents reported no less than 
seven hundred blacks and whites in possession of the Har
per's Ferry arsenal. "It is a moment full of peril," he added.11 

~_ The raid now brought to the front two officers, both tem-

Digitized by Coog Ie 



450 JOHN. BROWN 

porarily in Washington, who were soon to write their names 
large upon the pages of history. Since the raid on Harper's 
Ferry itself was to be in its every aspect a prologue to 1861, 
it was eminently fitting that the most conspicuousmiIitary 
rOles should fall to Brevet-Colonel Robert E. Lee, then lieu
tenant-colonel of the Second United States Cavalry, and to 
First Lieutenant J. E. B. Stuart, of the First Cavalry, to 
whom many students of military history assign first place 
among American cavalry generals. Their subsequent careers 
in the Confederate Army make it singularly suggestive that 
they should have been the ones to end John Brown'sattack 
upon slavery, since it was in defence of slavery that they were 
so soon to draw their swords against the very government 
at whose behest they went to Harper's Ferry. Both officers 
attended a conference at the White House with the Presi
dent and the Secretary of War, Mr. Floyd, and both set out 
that afternoon for Harper's Ferry, Lee to command all the 
troops, under his brevet commission, and Stuart to act as 
his aide. 61 They overtook the marines at Sandy Hook, a 
mile and a half from Harper's Ferry, at eleven o'clock that 
night, and marched them at once to the armory. Here the 
marines were so disposed about the engine house that no one 
could escape during the night. Lee then made all his· prepa
rations to attack at daylight, thus adopting John Brown's 
own policy of going at once to close quarters. "But for the 
fear of sacrificing the lives of some of the gentlemen held by 
them as prisoners in a midnight assault," Colonel Lee after
wards reported, "I should have ordered the attack at once." 

What happened next, Lieutenant Stuart later described 
in these words: 

"Within two hours of that time [midnight], say by two A. M., 
Colonel Lee communicated to me his determination to demand a 
surrender of the whole party at first dawn, and in case of refusal, 
which he expected, he would have ready a few picked men, who 
were at a signal to take the place at once with the bayonet. He 
chose to demand a surrender before attacking, because he wanted 
every chance to save the prisoners unhurt, and to attack with bayo
nets for the same reason." ... 54 .. I, too, had a part to perform, which 
prevented me in a measure from ·participating in the very brief onset 
made so gallantly by Green and Russell, well backed by their men. 
I was deputed by Col. Lee to read to the leader, then called Smitl, 
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a demand to surrender immediately; and I was instructed to leave 
the door after his refusal, which was expected, and wave my cap; at 
which signal the storming party was to advance, batter open the 
doors, and capture the insurgents at the point of the bayonet. Col. 
Lee cautioned the stormers particularly to discriminate between 
the insurgents prisoners. I approached door in the 
presence of spectators, and told that I had 

communication from Col. Lee. He door about 
four inches, and body against a cocked 
carbine in his remark after he could 
have wiped me mosquito. The parley long one. He 
presented his propositions in every possible shape, and with admira
ble tact; but all amounted to this: that the only condition upon 
which he would surrender was that he and his party should be al
lowed to escape. Some of his prisoners begged me to ask Col. Lee 
to come and see him. I told them he would never accede to any 
terms but those he had offered; and so soon as I could tear myself 
away from their importunities, I left the door and waved my cap, 
and Col. Lee's carried out. When first came to 
the door, I rec Osawatomie given us so 
much trouble i one present but could have per-
formed that bowie knife from and have 

yet." 55 

The demand submitted to John Brown by Lieutenant Stuart 
read as follows: Ie 

HEADQUARTERS HARPER'S FE .... Y, 
October 18, 1859. 

Colonel Lee, United States army, commanding the troops sent 
by the President of the United States to suppress the insurrection 
at this place, surrender of the the armory 
buildings. 

If they will surrender themselves restore the pil-
laged property, kept in safety orders of 
the President. Colonel represents to them, frankness, that 

is impossible escape; that the surrounded 
on all sides by troops; and that if he is compelled to take them by 
force he cannot answer for their safety. 

R. E. LEE. 
Colonel Commanding United States Troops. 

Even this letter failed to induce John Brown to surrender, 
his decision caused three fifteen 

minutes, two of his own men, and pur-
poseless struggle overwhelming $I My ob-
ject was, with saving our citizens, as short 

interval as between the SUIDlI10Il,S 
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Colonel Lee reported officially; and the whole proceeding was 
marked by the despatch and efficiency characteristic of well
disciplined regular troops. Colonel Lee, who was in civilian 
clothes, stood on a slight elevation, about forty feet away, 
and supervised the whole undertaking. In the early morning 
hours he had offered the honor of storming the engine house 
to the volunteer soldiery,1I7 but this was declined by Colonel 
Shriver, of the Frederick, Maryland, troops, who seems at this 
time to have been more in control than the senior Virginia 
Colonel, Baylor, who had superseded Colonel John T. Gib
son. Colonel Shriver said that he had only come to help the 
peopleof Harper's Ferry. "These men of mine have wives and 
children at home. I will not expose them to such risks. You 
are paid for doing this kind of work."11 Colonel Baylor also 
declined the honor, afterwards assigning the same reason.
But the "mercenaries," as Colonel Baylor called the marines, 
looked at the matter in a different light. When Colonel Lee 
turned to Lieutenant Israel Green and asked him whether 
he wished the honor of "taking those men out," Lieutenant 
Green at once, with soldierly courtesy, took off his hat and 
thanked Colonel Lee simply and sincerely.1O He then picked 
a storming detail of twelve men, with a reserve of a similar 
number, and gave them the most careful instructions. At 
sunrise, when Lieutenant Stuart gave his signal, Green, with 
the greatest sang-froid, ordered the attack to begin. Neither 
he nor his men had been under fire before, but it made no 
difference in their bearing. Lieutenant Green himself was 
armed only with a light dress sword which he had picked up 
as he hastily left his quarters, ignorant of the duty for which 
he and his men were ordered out.1t Near him, as a volunteer, 
stood a senior in rank, one of his own corps, Major W. W. 
Russell, who, as a paymaster and staff officer, could not take 
active command. Major Russell carried nothing but a rat
tan cane, yet he risked his life with nonchalance. II 

Three marines, armed with sledge-hammers, began bat
tering at the heavy doors of the engine-house, with slight 
success. A heavy ladder lay near by. Perceiving that, Lieu
tenant Green ordered his men to use it as a battering-ram. 
The door was broken in at the second blow. Up to this time, 
the few shots fired from within the engine house had struck 
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no one of the storming party. Within: said Colonel Washing
ton, in this supreme moment, John Brown "was the coolest 
and firmest man I ever saw in defying danger and death. 
With one son dead by his side, and another shot through, he 
felt the pulse of his dying son with one hand and held his ri,fle 
with the other, and commanded his men with the utmost 
composure, encouraging them to be firm and to sell their lives 
as dearly as they could."11 "The entrance," recorded Lieu
tenant Green, in after years, 

"was a ragged hole low down in the right hand door, the door 
being splintered and cracked some distance upward. I instantly 
stepped from my position in front of the stone abutment and entered 
the opening made by the ladder. At the time I did not stop to think 
of it, but upon reftection I should say that Brown had just emptied 
his carbine at the point broken by the ladder, and so I passed 
in safely. Getting to my feet, I ran to the right of the engine, 
which stood behind the door, passed quickly to the rear of the house, 
and came up between the two engines. The first person I saw was 
Colonel Lewis Washington, who was standing near the hose-cart, 
at the front of the engine-house. On one knee, a few feet to the left, 
knelt a man with a carbine in his hand, just pulling the lever to 
reload." .. 

I Colonel Washington greeted Green, whom he knew, calmly, 
and pointed Brown out to him, saying, "This is Osawatomie." 
What happened then was variously related by the several 
witnesses and by Lieutenant Green himself. It would seem 
as though Green sprang at Brown, lunging at him with his 
light sword and bringing him to his knees. The sword bent 
double in striking Brown's belt or a bone; taking the bent 
weapon in both hands, Lieutenant Green showered blows 
upon Brown's head, which laid him flat, brought the blood, 
and seemed to the onlookers as if they must reach the skull." 
But fortunately for Brown and for his" greatest or principal 
object," the weapon was too light to inflict a mortal wound. 
All unawares, Lieutenant Green, by failing to buckle on his 
regulation sabre, had done a profound service to the cause 
that John Brown had at heart, and that Green, later a Con
federate officer, though born in the North, hated. Men have 
carved their way to kingdoms by the stoutness of their swords, 
but here was one who by the flimsiness of his blade permitted' 
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his enemy to live to thrill half a nation by his spoken and 
written word. 

At the time, however, it seemed as if Brown had perished 
as did Jeremiah Anderson and Dauphin Thompson. As the 
marines followed their lieutenant through the aperture, a shot 
rang out, and the first man, Private Luke Quin, went down, 
with a mortal wound. The next marine behind him was 
gravely wounded in the face. Jumping over their fallen com
rades, the other marines were in no spirit to be gentle. "They 
came rushing in," said their officer, 

"like tigers, as a storming assault is not a play-day sport. They 
bayoneted one man skulking under the engine, and pinned another 
fellow up against the rear wall, both being instantly killed.· I or
dered the men to spill no more blood. The other insurgents were at 
once taken under arrest, and the contest ended. The whole fight had 
not lasted over three minutes." 

As for the eleven prisoners, they were, recorded Lieuten
ant Green, "the sorriest lot of people I ever saw. They had 
been without food for over sixty hours, in constant dread of 
being shot, and were huddled up in the comer where lay the 
body of Brown's son and one or two others of the insurgents 
who had been killed." The dead, dying and badly wounded 
raiders were then carried out and laid on the grass in the 
armory yard. Of John Brown's force of twenty-two, he him
self, his second in command, Stevens, two negroes, Copeland 
and Green, and Edwin Coppoc were in the enemy's hands. 
Watson Brown lived twenty hours after being taken from the 
engine-house; the bodies of nine others lay in front of their 
fort or scattered about the town. The remainder, seven in 
number, were already well started on their way toward 
Pennsylvania. Colonel Lee saw to it that the captured sur
vivors were protected and treated with kindliness and con
sideration." For Watson Brown, too, there was a good 
Samaritan, also a Southerner, C. W. Tayleure, a reporter of 
a Baltimore newspaper, who wrote to John Brown, Jr., just 
twenty years after the event, this touching story of Watson 
Brown's death:., 

• According to other statements, Anderson did not die for lOme time after his 
removal from the engine house. Both Thompson and Anderson seem to have 
cried out as the'marines came in that they surrendered. 
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"I am a South Carolinian, and at the time of the raid was very 
deeply imbued with the political prejudices of my State; but the 
serenity, calm courage,apd devotion to duty which your father and 
his followers then manifested impressed me very profoundly. It is 
impossible not to feel respect for men who offer up their lives in 
support of their convictions, and the earnestness of my respect I put 
upon record in a Baltimore paper the day succeeding the event. I 
gave your brother a cup of water to quench his thirst (this was at 
about 7.30 on the morning of the capture) and improvised a couch 
for him out of a bench, with a pair of overalls for a pillow. I remem
ber how he looked, - singularly handsome, even through the grime 
of his all-day struggles, and the intense suffering which he must 
have endured. He was very calm, and of a tone and look very gen
tle. The look with which he searched my very heart I can never 
forget. One sentence of our conversation will give you the keynote 
to the whole. I asked him, 'What brought you here?' He replied, 
very patiently, 'Duty, sir.' After a pause, I again asked:' Is it then 
your idea of duty to shoot men down upon their own hearth-stones 
for defending their rights?' He answered: 'I am dying; I cannot 
discuss the question; I did my duty as I saw it.' This conversation 
occurred in the compartment of the engine-house adjoining that 
in which the defence had been made, and was listened to by young 
Coppoc with perfect equanimity, and by Shields Green with un-
controllable terror." . 

i John Brown himself was carried to the office of the pay
master of the armory and there given medical attention, it 
soon appearing that his wounds were far less serious than at 
first supposed. But the end of the Provisional Army had come; 
John Brown's armed blow at slavery was spent. 

"And they are themselves niistaken who take him to be a mad
man. He is a bundle of the best nerves I ever saw cut and thrust 
and bleeding and in bonds. He is a man of clear head, of courage, 
fortitude and simple ingenuousness. He is cool, collected and in
domitable, and it is but just to him to say that he was humane to 
his prisoners as attested to me by Colonel Washington and Mr. 
Mills, and he inspired me with great trust in his integrity as a man 
of truth. He is a fanatic, vain and garrulous, but firm, truthful and 
intelligent. His men, too, who survive, except the free negroes with 
him, are like him." 

Thus spoke Henry A. Wise, Governor of Virginia, on hi~ 
retum to Richmond from his visit to Harper's Ferry.· The 
interview with Brown upon which he predicated this opinion 
took place shortly after the Governor's arrival, at about one. 
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in the afternoon, in the paymaster's office, where A. D. 
Stevens had been carried to lie alongside of his leader. There 
have been few more dramatic scenes in American history; few 
upon which the shadows of coming events were more omi
nouslycast. The two wounded prisoners, their hair clotted and 
tangled, their faces, hands and clothing powder-stained and 
blood-smeared, lay upon what the reporter of the New York 
Herald, who preserved for posterity this interview, called their 
"miserable shakedowns, covered with some old bedding." 
Near them stood Robert E. Lee, J. E. B. Stuart, Senator J. M. 
Mason, Governor Wise, Congressman Vallandigham, of Ohio, 
Colonel Lewis Washington, Andrew Hunter, and Congress
man Charles James Faulkner, of Virginia, - nearly all des
tined soon to play important rOles, the first four in the Con
federacy .that was to come into being. 

The courteous Colonel Lee began the interview by saying 
that he would exclude all visitors from the room if the 
wounded men were annoyed or pained thereby. To this John 
Brown answered that he was "glad to make himself and his 
motives clearly understood." 

.. He converses freely, fluently and cheerfully, without the slight
est manifestation of fear or uneasiness, evidently weighing well his 
words, and possessing a good command of language. His manner is 
courteous and affable, while he appears to be making a favorable 
impression upon his auditory, which during most of the day yes
terday averaged about ten or a dozen men," 

wrote the Herald representative •. A reporter of the Baltimore 
American who was also present at the interview declared that 
during the conversation" no sign of weakness was exhibited by 
John Brown."" 

In the midst of enemies, whose home he had invaded; wounded 
and a prisoner, surrounded by a small army of officials, and a more 
desperate army of angry men; with the gallows staring him full in 
the face, he lay on the floor, and, in reply to every question, gave 
answers that betokened the spirit that animated him. The language 
of Gov. Wise well expresses his boldness when he said 'He is the 
gamest man I ever saw.' " 

From the long Herald interview, lasting fully three hours, 
the following are excerpts: 70 
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Mr. Mason. - Can you tell us, at least, who furnished the 
money for your expedition? 

Mr. BrO'lJJn. - I furnished most of it myself. I cannot implicate 
others. It is by my own folly that I have been taken. I could easily 
have saved myself from it had I exercised myown better judgment, 
rather than yielded to my feelings. 

Mr. Mason. - You mean if you had escaped immediately? 
Mr. BrO'lJJn. - No; I had the means to make myself secure with

out any escape, but I allowed myself to be surrounded by a force by 
being too tardy. 

Mr. Mason. - Tardy in getting away? 
Mr. BrO'lJJn. - I should have gone away, but I had thirty-odd 

prisoners, whose wives and daughters were in tears for their safety, 
and I felt for them. Besides, I wanted to allay the fears of those who 
believed we came here to burn and kill. For this reason I allowed 
the train to cross the bridge, and gave them full liberty to pass on. 
I did it only to spare the feelings of those passengers and their fami
lies, and to allay the apprehensions that you had got here in your 
vicinity a band of men who had no regard for life and property, nor 
any feelings of humanity. 

Mr. Mason. - But you killed some people passing along the 
streets quietly. 

Mr. BrO'lJJn. - Well, sir, if there was anything of that kind done, 
it was without my knowledge. Your own citizens, who were my 
prisoners, will tell you that every possible means were taken to pre
vent it. I did not allow my men to fire, nor even to return a fire, 
when there was danger of killing those we regarded as innocent 
persons, if I could help it. They will tell you that we allowed our
selves to be fired at repeatedly and did not return it. 

A Bystander. - That is not so. You killed an unarmed man at 
the corner of the house over there (at the water-tank) and another 
besides. 

Mr. Brown. - See here, my friend, it is useless to dispute or 
contradict the report of your own neighbors who were my prisoners. 

Mr. Mason. - If you would tell us who sent you here - who 
provided the means - that would be information of some value. 

Mr. Brown. - I will answer freely and faithfully about what con
cerns myself - I will answer anything I can with honor, but not 
about others. 

Mr. Vallandigham (Member of Congress from Ohio, who had 
just entered). - Mr. Brown, who sent you here? 

Mr. Brown. - No man sent me here; it was my own prompting 
and that of my Maker, or that of the devil, whichever you please 
to ascribe it to. I acknowledge no man in human form . 

. Mr. Mason. - How many are engaged with you in this move
ment? I ask these questions for our own safety. 

Mr. BrO'lJJn. - Any questions that I can honorably answer I will, 
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not otherwise. So far as I am myself concerned, I have told every
thing truthfully. I value my word, sir. 

Mr. Mason. - What was your object in coming? 
Mr. BrOflJ1l,. - We came to free the slaves, and only that. 
A Young Man (in the uniform of a volunteer company). - How 

many men in all had you? 
Mr. BrOflJ1l,. - I came to Virginia with eighteen men only, besides 

myself. 
Volunteer. - What in the world did you suppose you could do 

here in Virginia with that amount of men? 
Mr. Brown. - Young man, I don't wish to discuss that question 

here. 
Volunteer. - You could not do anything. 
Mr. BrOflJ1l,. - Well, perhaps your ideas and mine on military 

subjects would differ materially. 
Mr. Mason. - How do you justify your acts? 
Mr. BrOflJ1l,. - I think, my friend, you are guilty of a great wrong 

against God and humanity - I say it without wishing to be offen
sive - and it would be perfectly right in anyone to interfere with 
you so far as to free those you wilfully and wickedly hold in bondage. 
I do not say this insultingly. 

Mr. Mason. - I understand that. 
Mr. Brown. - I think I did right, and that others will do right to 

interfere with you at any time and all times. I hold that the Golden 
Rule, .. Do unto others as you would that others should do unto 
you," applies to all who would help others to gain their liberty. 

Lieut. Stuart. - But you don't believe in the Bible. 
Mr. BrOflJ1l,. - Certainly I do. 

Mr. Mason. - Did you consider this a military organization, in 
this paper [the Constitution]? I have not yet read it. 

Mr. BrOflJ1l,. - I did in some sense. I wish you would give that 
paper close attention. 

Mr. Mason. - You considered yourself the Commander-in-Chief 
of these "provisional" military forces. 

Mr. Brown. - I was chosen agreeably to the ordinance of a 
certain document, commander-in-chief of that force. 

Mr. Mason. - What wages did you offer? 
Mr. Brown. - None. 
Lieut. Stuart. - "The wages of sin is death." 
Mr. Brown. - I would not have made such a remark to you, if 

you had been a prisoner and wounded in my hands. 
A Bystander. - Did you not promise a negro in Gettysburg 

twenty dollars a month? 
Mr. BrOflJ1l,. - I did not. 

~ . 
Mr. Vallandigham. - When in Cleveland. did you attend the 

Fugitive Slave Law Convention there? 
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Mr. Brown. - No. I was there about the time of the sitting of 
the court to try the Oberlin rescuers. I spoke there publicly on that 
subject. I spoke on the Fugitive Slave law and my own rescue. Of 
course, so far as I had any influence at all, I was disposed to justify 
the Oberlin people for rescuing the slave, because I have myself 
forcibly taken slaves from bondage. I was concerned in taking 
eleven slaves from Missouri to Canada last winter. I think I spoke 
in Cleveland before the Convention. I do not know that I had any 
conversation with any of the Oberlin rescuers. I was sick part of 
the time I was in Ohio, with the ague. I was part of the time in 
Ashtabula County. 

A Bystander. - Did you go out to Kansas under the auspices of 
the Emigrant Aid Society? 

Mr. Brown. - No, sir; I went out under the auspices of John 
Brown and nobody else. 

Mr. VaUandigham. - Will you answer this: Did you talk with 
Mr. Giddings about your expedition here? 

Mr. Brown. - No, I won't answer that; because a denial of it I 
would not make, and to make any affirmation of it I should be a 
great dunce. 

Mr. VaUandigham. - Have you had any correspondence with 
parties at the North on the subject of this movement? 

Mr. Brown. - I have had correspondence. 
A Bystander. - Do you consider this a religious movement? 
Mr. Brown. - It is, in my opinion, the greatest service a man 

can render to God. 
Bystander. - Do you consider yourself an instrument in the hands 

of Providence? 
Mr. Brown. - I do. 
Bystander. - Upon what principle do rou justify your acts? 
Mr. Brown. - Upon the golden rule. pity the poor in bondage 

that have none to help them; that is why I am here; not to gratify 
any personal animosity, revenge or vindictive spirit. It is my sym
pathy with the oppressed and the wronged, that are as good as you 
and as precious in the sight of God. 

Bystander. - Certainly. But why take the slaves against their 
will? 

Mr. Brown. - I never did. 
Bystander. - You did in one instance, at least. 
SlefJens, the wounded prisoner, here said, in a firm, clear voice: 

"You are right. In one case, I know the negro wanted to go back." 

Mr. Vallandigham (to Mr. Brown). - Who are your advisers in 
this movement? 

Mr. Brown. -I cannot answer that. I have numerous sympa. 
thizers throughout the entire North. . 
_ Mr. VaUandigham. - In northern Ohio? 
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M,. B,own. - No more there than anYl'lhere else; in all the free 
states. 

M,. Vallandigham. - But you are not personally acquainted in 
southern Ohio? 

Mr. Brown. - Not very much. 
Mr. Vallandigham (to Stevens). - Were you at the Convention 

last June? . 
Seer/ens. - I was. 
Mr. Vallandigham (to Brown). You made a speech there? 
Mr. Brown. - I did. 
A Bystander. - Did you ever live in Washington city? 
M,. Brown. - I did not. I want you to understand, gentlemen

and [to the reporter of the Herald] you may report that - I want 
you to understand that I respect the rights of the poorest and weak
est of colored people, oppressed by the slave system, just as much 
as I do those of the most wealthy and powerful. That is the idea 
that has moved me, and that alone. We expect no reward, except 
the satisfaction of endeavoring to do for those in distress and greatly 
oppressed, as we would be done by. The cry of distress of the 
oppressed is my reason, and the only thing that prompted me to 
come here. 

A Bystander. - Why did you do it secretly? 
Mr. B,own. - Because I thought that necessary to success; no 

other reason. 
Bystander. - And you think that honorable? Have you read 

Gerrit Smith's last letter? 
Mr. Brown. - What letter do you mean? 
Bystander. - The New York Herald of yesterday, in speaking 

of this affair, mentions a letter in this way: .. Apropos of this excit~ 
ing news, we recollect a very significant passage in one of Gerrit 
Smith's letters, published a month or two ago, in which he speaks 
of the folly of attempting to strike the shackles off the slaves by the 
force of moral suasion or legal agitation, and predicts that the next 
movement made in the direction of negro emancipation would be 
an insurrection in the South." 

M,. Brown. - I have not seen the New York He,ald for some days 
past; but I presume, from your remark about the gist of the letter, 
that I should concur with it. I agree with Mr. Smith that moral 
suasion is hopeless. I don't think the people of the slave States will 
ever consider the subject of slavery in its true light till some other 
argument is resorted to than moral suasion. 

M,. Vallandigham. - Did you expect a general rising of the 
slaves in case of your success? 

M,. Brown. - No, sir; nor did I wish it. I expected to gather 
them up from time to time and set them free. 

M,. Vallandigham. - Did you expect to hold possession here till 
then? 

M,. B,own. - Well. probably I had quite a different idea. I do 
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not know that I ought to reveal my plans. I am here a prisoner and 
wounded, because I foolishly allowed myself to be so. You over
rate your strength in supposing I could have been taken if I had 
not allowed it. I was too tardy after commencing the open attack 
- in delaying my movements through Monday night, and up to 
that time I was attacked by the government troops. It was all occa
sioned by my desire to spare the feelings of my prisoners and their 
families and the community at large. I had no knowledge of the 
shooting of the negro [Hayward). 

Mr. Vallandigham. - What time did you commence your or
ganization in Canada? 

Mr. Brown. - That occurred about two years ago, if I remem
ber right. It was, I think, in 1858. 

Mr. Vallandigham. - Who was the Secretary? 
Mr. B.-own. - That I would not tell if I recollected, but I do 

not recollect. I think the officers were elected in May, 1858. I may 
answer incorrectly, but not intentionally. My head is a little con
fused by wounds, and my memory obscure on dates, etc. 

Dr. Biggs. - Were you in the party at Dr. Kennedy's house? 
Mr. Brown. - I was at the head of that party. I occupied the house 

to mature my plans. I have not been in Baltimore to purchase caps. 
Dr. Biggs. - What was the number of men at Kennedy's? 
Mr. Brown. - I decline to answer that. 
Dr. Biggs. - Who lanced that woman's neck on the hill? 
Mr. Brown. - I did. I have sometimes practised in surgery 

when I thought it a matter of humanity and necessity, and there 
was no one else to do it, but I have not studied surgery. 

Dr. Biggs. - It was done very well and scientifically. They have 
been very clever to the neighbors, I have been told, and we had no 
reason to suspect them except that we could not understand their 
movements. They were represented as eight or nine persons; on 
Friday there were thirteen. 

Mr. Brown. - There were more than that. 

Reporter of the Herald. - I do not wish to annoy you; but if you 
have anything further you would like to say I will report it. 

Mr. Brown. - I have nothing to say, only that I claim to be 
here in carrying out a measure I believe perfectly justifiable, and 
not to act the part of an incendiary or ruffian, but to aid those suf
feringgreat wrong. I wish to say, furthermore, that you had better 
- all you people at the South - prepare yourselves for a settle
ment of that question that must come up for settlement sooner than 
you are prepared for it. The sooner you are prepared the better. 
You may dispose of me very easily; I am nearly disposed of now; 
but this question is still to be settled - this negro question I mean 
- the end of that is not yet. These wounds were inflicted upon 
me-both sabre cuts on my head and bayonet stabs in the different 
parts of my body - some minutes after I had ceased fighting and 
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had consented to a surrender, for the benefit of others, not for my 
own. [This statement was vehemently denied all around.]· I be
lieve the major [meaning Lieutenant J. E. B. Stuart, of the United 
States Cavalry]t would not have been alivei I could have killed 
him just as easy as a mosquito when he came in, but I supposed he 
came in only to receive our surrender. There had been loud and 
long calls of •• surrender" from us - as loud as men could yell -
but in the confusion and excitement I suppose we were not heard. 
I do not think the major, or anyone, meant to butcher us after 
we had surrendered. 

An officer here stated that the orders to the marines were not to 
shootanybodYi but when they were fired upon by Brown's men and 
one of them killed, they were obliged to return the compliment. 

~ 
Mr. Brown insisted that the marines fired first.! 

I An Officer. - Why did not you surrender before the attack? 
Mr. Brown. - I did not think it was my duty or interest to do 

so. We assured the prisoners that we did not wish to harm them, 
and that they should be set at liberty. I exercised my best judg
ment, not believing the people would wantonly sacrifice their own 
fellow-citizens, when we offered to let them go on condition of being 
allowed to change our position about a quarter of a mile. The pris
oners agreed by vote among themselves to pass across the bridge 
with us. We wanted them only as a sort of guaranty of our own 
safetYi that we should not be fired into. We took them in the first 
place as hostages and to keep them from doing any harm. We did 
kill some men in defending ourselves, but I saw no one fire except 
directly in self-defence. Our orders were strict not to harm anyone 
not in arms against us. 

Q. - Brown, suppose you had every nigger in the United States, 
what would you do with them? 

A. - Set them free. 
I Q. - Your intention was to carry them off and free them? 

A. - Not at all. 
. A Bystander. - To set them free would sacrifice the life of every 
man in this community. 

• This portion of the interview is evidently erroneous. John Brown could 
hardly have maintained that he was struck down after surrendering, in view of the 
shooting of the two marines who entered the engine house after Lieutenant Green; 
moreover, in his testimony during his trial he twice stated that he never asked for 
quarter. It is true, however, that as the marines came in, two of the raiden, 
Thompson and Anderson, surrendered and there were shouts of: II One man sur
renden." If John Brown had meant to surrender, the time to do so was when 
Lieutenant Stuart asked him to: not two minutes thereafter, when the marines 
came in under fire. 

t This is evidently a confusion of Lieutenants Stuart and GreeD aDd Major 
Russell. 
I.. t This statement is erroneous: the marines fired no shott whatever. 
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Mr. Brown. - I do not think so. 
Bystander. - I know it. I think you are fanatical. 
Mr. Brown. - And I think you are fanatical. "Whom the gods 

would destroy they first make mad," and you are mad. 
Q. - Was it your only object to free the negroes? 
A. - Absolutely our only object. 
Q. - But you demanded and took Colonel Washington's silver 

and watch? 
A. - Yes; we intended freely to appropriate the property of 

slaveholders to carry out our object. It was for that, and only that, 
and with no design to enrich ourselves with any plunder whatever. 

According to a later report in the Herald, Governor Wise, on 
his return to Richmond, said somebody in the crowd applied 
to Brown the epithet "robber," and that Brown retorted, 
"You [alluding to the slaveholders] are the robbers." And 
it was in this connection that he said, Ie If you have your opin
ions about me, I have my opinions about you." At this time 
the Governor remarked to him, "Mr. Brown, the silver of 
your hair is reddened by the blood of crime, and it is meet 
that you should eschew these hard allusions and think upon 
eternity .... " 

Brown replied by saying: 

"Governor, I have, from all appearances, not more than fifteenor 
twenty years the start of you in the journey to that eternity of which 
you kindly warn me; and whether my tenure here shall be fifteen 
·months, or fifteen days, or fifteen hours, I am equally prepared to go. 
There is an eternity behind and an eternity before, and the little 
speck in the centre, however long, is but comparatively a minute. 
The difference between your tenure and mine is trifling and I want 
to therefore tell you to be prepared; I am prepared. You all [refer
·ring to slaveholders] have a heavy responsibility, and it behooves 
you to prepare more than it does me." n 

i There was a passage in Governor Wise's speech on his 
arrival in Richmond which gave great offence to the military, 
for it voiced freely and frankly his own bitterness of spirit 
that it was left to United States marines to capture nineteen 
raiders upon Virginia soil. In it, he spoke thus: 

"On Monday night the gallant and noble Virginia Colonel, Robert 
Lee, worthy of any service on earth, arrived with his regular corps 
of marines. He waited only for light. Then tendered the assault, 
in State pride, to the Virginia volunteers who were there. Their 
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feelings for the prisoners made them decline the risk of slaying their 
own friends, and Lee could not delay a moment to retake the arsenal, 
punish the impudent invaders and release the prisoners at the neces
sary risk of their own lives. His gallantry was mortified that the 
task was so easy .... With mortification and chagrin inexpres
sible, he picked twelve marines and took the engine-house in ten 
minutes, with the loss of one marine killed and one wounded, with
out hurting a hair of one of the prisoners. And now I say to you that 
I would have given my right arm to its shoulder for that feat to have 
been performed by the volunteers of Virginia on Monday before the 
marines arrived there. But there was no cowardice or panic on the 
part of the inhabitants who were made prisoners, or on the part of 
the volunteers who first reached the scene. . • ." 

The matter did not end here. Governor Wise's son, O. Jen
nings Wise, who gave his life for the Confederacy two years 
later, after a brief career of undoubted bravery, preferred 
charges against Colonel Robert W. Baylor, the colonel of 
militia cavalry who had assumed command of all the State 
forces on the afternoon of Monday. At Colonel Baylor's 
request, a court of inquiry was held in June, 1860, but it failed 
to touch upon the real point at issue, - Colonel Baylor's 
behavior on October 17, 1859.71 Fearing that this would be 
the case, Jennings \Vise, on its assembling, wrote to the court, 
which apparently ignored his letter, that Colonel Baylor 
illegally assumed command "contrary to his grade and the 
nature of his commission," acted without orders, was guilty 
of cowardice in not storming the engine house, and of .. un
officerlike conduct" in assigning a "false, cowardly and 
insulting reason for not leading the attack on the engine 
house when the service was offered to him by Colonel Lee: to
wit • . . that it was a duty which belonged to the mercenaries 
of the regular service - meaning the marines - who were 
paid for it;" and finally for using "violent and ungentlemanly 
language about his commander-in-chief [Governor Wise]."" 

A member of the Shepherdstown militia, the Hamtramck 
Guards, charged in the local newspaper that his company was 
permitted to stand idle in the streets from the time of the 
Martinsburg company's attack, when one platoon fired a few 
rounds at the engine-house, until late in the evening, because 
of the captain's inability to obtain orders from Colonel 
Baylor." The only commands given during the evening, he 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



HIGH TREASON IN VIRGINIA 465 

related, II were from a set of drunken fellows whooping and 
bellowing like a pack of maddened bulls, evidently too drunk, 
many of them, to hold their guns." He also charged that the 
wounded of the Martinsburg company were shot not by the 
raiders but by their own men. There is intrinsic evidence of 
the accuracy of much of this letter; it is certainly true that, 
wherever the fault lay, no effective use whatever was made 
of the Hamtramck Guards after their one attack upon the 
engine house. From the adjoining houses they could have 
poured in a deadly fire •. 

The truth seems to be that, as might have been expected 
with a practically paper militia, the hastily called-out Vir
ginia soldiery were quite unequal to the task set, by reason of 
the utter inability of their officers to control and direct them 
and to keep them sober. Throughout the entire conflict, there 
were but two really aggressive movements, - the taking of the 
bridge by the Jefferson Guards, and the charge of the Martins
burg company. Had Colonel Baylor been capable of aggres
sive leadership, the discredit to the Virginia arms would never 
have taken place. But there was no concerted action, and but 
little intelligent direction, at any time of the day, after the 
taking of the bridge. On the other hand, the militia compa
nies, like those so hastily organized, were inadequately armed 
and equipped, and the presence of the prisoners with the 
enemy was a happy excuse to cover the delays and hesita
tions of the afternoon. For this, the commanding officer, 
Colonel Baylor, must naturally be held responsible. J t was the 
old story, so soon to be repeated on many battlefields, of 
excellent military material ineffective through lack of disci
pline and vigorous leadership. 

For all of Governor Wise's admiration of John Brown as 
a man, he did not hesitate to describe him and his men 
as II murderers, traitors, robbers, insurrectionists," and II wan
ton, malicious, unprovoked felons." 71 Yet just a year and a 
half later, April 16, 1861, Henry A. Wise, then out of office 
and with no more legal authority for his acts than had John 
Brown, actively conspired with Captain -later General 
- J. D. Imboden, General Kenton Harper and the superin
tendent, Alfred W. Barbour, and through them captured the 
Harper's Ferry arsenal precisely as had John Brown, save 
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that there was no loss of life." But the blow was none the less 
directly aimed at the Federal Government .. The undertaking 
of this act of treason was a compelling reason for the passage 
of the Virginia Ordinance of Secession on April 17, 1861. 
Governor Wise dramatically announced to the Secession con-
vention forces are upon Harper's 
Ferry to arms there for the public 
defence, will be a fight between 
un teers and Federal the sun sets 
day." 71 this same whose abhor-
rence of John Brown's acts had been so profound, in a speech 
at Richmond urged his neighbors to: ., Get a spear - a lance. 
Take a lesson from John Brown, manufacture your blades 
from old iron, even though it be the tires of your cart-wheels." 7. 
Forgetful, too, of his panegyric of his Yankee captive's brav-
ery and assured his that: "Your true-
blooded never stand presence of 

space of time and a half had 
by a singular of the wheel 

fate, to occupy the a rebel against 
the established political order. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

GUILTY BEFORE THE LAW 

WITH the capture of John Brown an accomplished fact, the 
military were free to take account of what had happened, and 
to endeavor to ascertain precisely what this attack upon the 
peaceful town meant.! In the morning, a Maryland militia 
company, the Baltimore Greys, under command of Lieut.
Col. S. S. Mills, of the Fifty-third Maryland Regiment, visited 
the school-house, took the arms there deposited, and acquired 
some of John Brown's p'apers, many of which were later 
regained in Baltimore, after considerable trouble.' Lieutenant 
Stuart and a detachment of the marines were then sent, early 
in the afternoon, to the Kennedy Farm, to bring back to the 
arsenal the property of the raiders. They did not, however, 
arrive until John Brown's dwelling, so recently the home of 
high hopes and philanthropic ambitions, had been ransacked 
by curious neighbors. I t was characteristic of John Brown that 
he had left at the Farm, undestroyed, all his correspondence 
bearing on his preparations and his plans, and that belonging 
to his men as well.· Had he succeeded, therefore, in gaining 
the hills and beginning his guerrilla raids, his enemy would 
have been in full possession of his purposes and of the names 
of his confederates in the North. The Baltimore troops found 
Colonel Washington's wagon and its scattered horses, Vtith 
which some of the weapons were taken to the armory. Lieu
tenant Stuart found at the Farm most of the pikes, which were 
speedily distributed as souvenirs, and for months thereafter 
were hawked about with so ready a sale as to lead to the 
manufacture of spurious ones.' Every one who aided in mov-

• Hugh Forbes wrote to the editor of theHeral4 on October 27. 1859: "When I 
transmitted to Capt. BroWn copies of all my correspondence with his frienda, I 
DeVer dreamed that the moat terrible engine of destruction which he would carry 
with him in his campaign would be a carpet-bag loaded with 400 letters, to be 
tumed against his frienda, of whom the journala assert that more than forty-aeven 
are already compromiaed." 
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ing the rifles and revolvers likewise helped himself to some as 
legitimate spoils of war. 

Of Cook, the only one of the escaped raiders of whose exist
ence the victors at first knew, there was naturally no sign. 
He, with Owen Brown, Tidd, Meriam and Barclay Coppoc, 
had spent the night of Monday in the bushes near the cabin 
of the Kennedy Farm. Here they lay until early morning, 
when the last one of the negroes whom they had armed and 
freed, deserted them and set them at three o'clock to climbing 
the mountain as fast as their load of arms and other impedi
menta permitted.' This negro's conduct was characteristic of 
all of the slaves impressed by John Brown. They followed the ' 
orders of the raiders and obeyed them to the extent of carry
ing, for a time, arms or pikes, and doing guard-duty. When, 
however, it came to firing in the engine house, or to accom
panying those who had escaped, they refused in the one case 
to attack the slaveholders, and in the other they chose to slip 
away and return to their masters with tales of being kept 
against their will, rather than ,to risk their lives or make any 
effort to escape.' The great uprising among the blacks upon 
which John Brown counted so confidently never came to passj 
the thousands of reinforcements he looked for appeared not 
at all. There was not one who joined of his own accord; of 
those that did go with Brown, a negro hired by Colonel Wash
ington from a neighbor was found drowned in the river, where 
some thought he was driven by citizens in an attempt to run 
away, while others held that he was shot by Cook.' No satis
factory explanation of his death wa.~ ever given. Mr. Allstadt's 
negro, Phil, who at Brown's orders had broken loopholes in 
the engine-house walls for the raiders to fire through, was taken 
to the jail at Charlestown, where he died of pneumonia, com
plicated by very great fear.' Otherwise, the negro population 
was unaffected by the raid, and its imperturbability, when 
once established, went far toward reassuring the South. 

Outraged as they were by the attack on their homes, the 
Harper's Ferrians and the whole South breathed again when 
they realized that the negroes themselves had not risen in the 
excitement Brown created. Ie And this is the only consolation 
I have to offer you in this disgrace, " said Governor Wise in his 
Richmond speech, Ie that the faithful slaves refused to take up 
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arms against their masters; and those who were taken by force 
from their happy homes deserted their liberators as soon as 
they could dare to make the attempt. Not a slave around was 
found faithless." Senator Mason likewise rejoiced at this. 
"On the part of the negroes," he stated in a signed r~ume 
of his own investigation of the raid issued to the press im
mediately thereafter,' "it is certain that the only emotion 
evinced by them was of alarm and terror, and their only refuge 
sought at their masters' homes." The negro who deserted 
Cook's party, in the early morning hours of Tuesday, went 
down to the Ferry and informed the authorities that Cook 
was there in the mountain,' just as Cook's party had fore
seen that he would. A vigorous, organized pursuit would 
doubtless have run Cook to earth at once; but they being 
ignorant of how many of the raiders were at large, nothing 
was done by either the Maryland or Virginia military. 

The scenes of Tuesday evening at Harper's Ferry were for
tunately recorded by an able Northern witness, Joseph G. 
Rosengarten, a director of the Pennsylvania Railroad,lo who 
strayed by accident into Harper's Ferry during the riot, and, 
being near Captain Turner when he was killed, was promptly 
marched oft' to spend the night in the Charlestown jail as a 
suspect. Being released the next day through the interces
sion of Governor Wise, he returned to Harper's Ferry in time 
to see the immediate aftermath of the raid. Of it he records: 

"Night soon came, and it was made hideous by the drunken noise 
and tunnoil of the crowd in the village; matters were made worse, 
too, by the Governor's orders to impress all the horses; and the 
decent, sober men trudged home rather out of humor with their 
patriotic sacrifice; while the tipsy and pot-valiant militia fought and 
squabbled with each other, and only ceased that sport to pursue 
and hunt down some fugitive negroes and one or two half-maddened 
drunken fellows who, in their frenzy proclaimed themselves John 
Brown's men. Tired out at last, the Governor took refuge in the 
Wager House; - for an hour or two, he had stood on the porch 
haranguing an im patient crowd as • Sons of Virginia!' Within doors 
the scene was stranger still. Huddled together .•. the Governor 
and his staff at a table with tallow candles guttering in the darkness, 
the Richmond Grays lying around the floor in picturesque and 
(then) novel pursuit of soft planks, a motley audience was gathered 
together to hear the papers captured at John Brown's house - the 
Kennedy Fann on Maryland Heights - read out with the Gov-

Digitized by Coog Ie 



470 JOHN BROWN 

ernor's running comments. The rurpose of all this was plain enough. 
It was meant to serve as proof 0 a knowledge and instigation of the 
raid by prominent persons and party-leaders in the North. The 
most innocent notes and letters, commonplace newspaper para
graphs and printed cuttings, were distorted and twisted by the 
reading and by the talking into clear instructions and positive 
plots." 

Wednesday morning there took place the transfer of the 
prisoners by train to Charlestown. They were well guarded by 
Lieutenant Israel Green and some of his men, and were in the 
joint charge of the sheriff of Jefferson County and the United 
States marshal of the Western District of Virginia. Governor 
Wise, Senator Mason and other prominent men accompanied 
them.ll The removal to the train occurred under circum
stances which thoroughly warranted the using of the marines 
as a guard, instead of a local militia company. Stevens and 
Brown had to be taken to the station in a wagon; Shields 
Green and Coppoc walked between files of soldiers and were 
followed by hundreds of highly excited men. As the proces
sion reached the train, the mob gathered menacingly, cry
ing, "Lynch them! Lynch them!" Governor Wise called out, 
"Oh, it would be cowardly to do so now!" The crowd then 
fell back, and the prisoners were safely placed on the train. 1I 

Most of the militia had already returned to their homes, and 
with but one company on duty after the departure of the 
prisoners," the town rapidly Quieted down, and Colonel Lee 
felt free to move about as he pleased. 

When, therefore, news came at nine o'clock that evening 
from the village of Pleasant Valley, Maryland, that a body of 
men at sunset had descended from the mountains, attacked 
the house of a settler and massacred him, his wife and chil
dren, Lee, accompanied by Lieutenants Green and Stuart, 
hastened with twenty-five marines to the outraged hamlet, 
four or five miles away, only to find everything Quiet and the 
massacred family sound asleep." He returned with his party 
in plenty of time to embark with all the marines shortly after 
midnight upon the train for Washington. Here Colonel Lee 
handed in a written report to the Secretary of War, in igno
rance, however, of the fact that just twenty-four hours before 
his visit there, five escaping raiders had descended from the 
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mountains into Pleasant Valley,. and had heard cries of alarm 
which made them wrongfully believe that they were discov
ered. After incredible hardships, all but Cook of this party 
of five safely reached the North. u Of the other raiders who 
got away from Harper's Ferry, Hazlett was taken and Ander
son escaped. Had Cook and Hazlett not exposed themselves 
because of hunger, they, too, would have reached safety. Tidd 
reported afterward in person to Thomas Wentworth Hig
ginson, that his experiences while escaping had convinced 
him that .. twenty-five men in the mountains of Virginia 
could paralyze the whole business of the South, and nobody 
could take them." It was the best guerrilla country in the 
world, in his opinion, - all crags and laurel-bushes. There 
was no attempt, he pointed out, to pursue him and his com
rades in the mountains; the man-hunters invariably kept to 
the roads. Their inability to travel directly made the fugi
tives cover one hundred and twenty miles in going to Cham
bersburg, only forty-five miles away as the bird flies, and they 
were gravely handicapped by Meriam's weakness and ina
bility to go more than a mile or so without resting. 

\\then John Brown was lodged in the Charlestown jail, 
he had every reason for thanksgiving that his life had been 
spared. Not that he was under any illusion as to the precari
ousness of his position; he realized perfectly that the sands of 
time had nearly run out for him, and that his captors were 
certain to make every effort to take his life by due process 
of law. He was Quick to perceive, as were his friends in the 
North, what rare good fortune it had been that Lieutenant 
Green's blade was so ineffective, for, had John Brown fallen in 
the engine house, the whole raid must needs have been a few 
days' wonder and then have been forgotten. Deprived of their 
leader, the fate of Stevens, Shields Green and Edwin Coppoc 
could only have mildly interested the country. Unknown 
marauders, they must have perished with but few voices of 
sympathy raised in their behalf. Thanks to the chief's sur
vival, and to the discovery of his friendship with prominent 
Abolitionists and Republicans in high political positions, the 
Harper's Ferry emeute assumed at once national proportions. 
The Democratic pro-slavery press of the North lost no time 
in seizing upon the raid to discredit the "Black RepUblicans " , . 
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of all degrees. In their columns, John Brown's deeds were, if 
anything, magnified, in order to let the country understand 
just how culpable were Senator Seward, Congressman Gid
dings, Horace Greeley, Gerrit Smith and many others. The 
New York Herald was particularly violent in its attacks on 
Smith and Seward; the latter was the "arch agitator who 
is responsible for this insurrection," whom it wished to see 
hanged in place of Brown.11 Him it characterized as one" ren
dered daring, reckless and an abolition monomaniac by the 
scenes of violence and blood through which he had passed." 
"He has met," the Herald declared, "with the fate which he 
courted; but his death and the punishment of all his criminal 
associates will be as a feather in the balance against the mis
chievous consequences which will probably follow from the 
rekindling of the slavery excitement in the South." 17 

The Republican press was at first inclined to discredit the 
whole episode, or to dismiss it as the work of a madman. In 
this the Tribune took the lead, saying on Tuesday that the 
extraordinary happening in Harper's Ferry was attributed 
to negroes and Abolitionists. "But, as negroes are not abun
dant in that part of Virginia, while no Abolitionists were 
ever known to peep in that quarter, we believe the nature of 
the affair must be grossly misapprehended." The next day it 
spoke of the raid thus: ,. The whole affair seems the work of a 
madman, but John Brown has so often looked death serenely 
in the face that what seems madness to others doubtless wore 
a different aspect to him." The Cleveland Leader sought to 
minimize the whole affair in this wise: "But for the loss of life 
attending the foray of the crazy Brown among the Virginians, 
the whole thing would be positively ridiculous, and it is fast be
coming so even with the frightened chivalry themselves. The 
eccentric Governor Wise, as reported by telegraph, has so far 
recovered from his fright under the backing of Virginia, Mary
land and United States troops, that he has ventured to pitch 
into the Harper's Ferry cowards in rather sharper than his 
usual sarcastic style." 18 The Hartford Evening Press con
sidered Brown a poor, demented old man; the calamity, it 
believed, would never have occurred had there been -no lawless 
and criminal invasion of Kansas. 11 To the St. Louis Evening 
News the raid was the freak of madmen, ending in humiliating 
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discomfiture.- To the Topeka, Kansas, Tribune the foray 
seemed like "the wild scheme of a bad man who, seeking for 
personal distinction (not fame) and, perhaps, plunder, was 
ready to endanger the lives of thousands, perhaps even the 
existence of the State; for, had he succeeded, had he dis
tributed the arms he possessed in the armory, what hand, 
what mind could have guided the wild mass his mind had 
crazed and his hand had clothed with the instruments of 
death?" II The Atchison City, Kansas, Freedom's Champion 
recognized that "this madman has met a tragic end at last. 
An insane effort to accomplish what none but a madman 
would attempt, has resulted as anyone but a madman would 
have foreseen, in death, to all who were engaged in it." II 

The politically independent Liberator, mouthpiece of the 
most radical, but at the same time the non-resistant wing of 
the Abolitionists, who were ever counselling the negroes not 
to rise in revolt or to use force to right their wrongs, thus 
commented on the first news from Harper's Ferry: 

"The particulars of a misguided, wild, and apparently insane, 
though disinterested and well intended effort by insurrection to 
emancipate the slaves in Virginia, under the leadership of Capt. John, 
alias • Ottawatomie' Brown, may be found on our third page. Our 
views of war and bloodshed, even in the best of causes, are too well 
known to need repeating here; but let no one who glories in the 
revolutionary struggle of 1776, deny the right of the slaves to imi
tate the example of our fathers." 33 

In its next issue it described the comments of the lead
ing Democratic and Republican newspapers as characterized 
"by an equal mixture of ferocity and cowardice." Gradually, 
however, the Republican press came to see in the affray just 
retribution for the South's policy of violence in Kansas, and a 
perfectly inevitable protest against the wickedness of slavery. 
The opportunity to make a martyr of John Brown, to let him 
typify the protest of increasing hundreds of thousands against 
human bondage, they soon made use of to the fullest extent. 
John Brown's own attitude, his nobility of spirit and readi
ness for his sacrifice, were of enormous aid. The political 
opportunity his martyrdom offered was not neglected. "Al
ready the Black Republican press has commenced to apolo-
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gize for him," said the Portage, Ohio, Weekly SmHnel of Octo
ber 26. 

"They say that exasperated by wrongs done him in Kansas he 
was driven to madness. They say he reasoned thus, 'that the slave 
drivers tried to put down Freedom in Kansas by force of arms and 
he would try to put down Slavery in Virginia by the same means.' 
Thus is the I irrepressible conflict' of Seward and Smith and Gid
dings, and the Black Republican party, carried out practically by a 
bold, bad, desperate man. Who is responsible for this? Not Brown, 
for he is mad; but they, who by their countenance and pecuniary 
aid have induced him thus to resort to arms to carry out their 
political schemes, must answer to the country and the world for this 
fearfully significant outbreak." 

. The New York Abend-Zeitung declared that: 

"Brown and his com panions made themselves MARTYRS OF A 
CAUSE IN ITSELF noble; and, although the mode in which they sought 
to advance it was not adapted to the end proposed, we still cannot 
refuse our respect for the self-sacrificing zeal with which theyof
fered up their lives for it. WE HAVE NO REPROOF TO OFFER BROWN, 
EXCEPT this, that the way in which he set to work hindered rather 
than forwarded his plans." at 

The South itself was compelled to admiration by Brown's 
manly bearing under fire and in adversity, as had been Gov
ernor Wise and the other eye-witnesses at Harper's Ferry.· 
Its leaders had, heretofore, been on the offensive; theirs was 
the successful war with Mexico; theirs the Fugitive Slave Law, 
the attempt to conquer Kansas; theirs the control of the Fed
eral Government, which they bent to their will. Here now was 
the North deliberately invading their soil and assailing their 
sacred institution, and though it filled them with horror and 
anger, at least they had to admit that besides its daring, its 
reckless folly, the raid did not lack a certain consistency. No 
longer could they taunt the Abolition North with lacking the 
courage of its opinions; no longer could they say that the New 
England lover of the negro was too fond of his skin to risk it 
in the South. It was a cry of anxious rage that went up. Would 

• Describing John Brown's appearance as he lay wounded before him, Gov
ernor Wise once said that he likened his attitude to nothing but "a broken-winged 
hawk lying upon his back, with fearless eye, and talons set for further fight if 
need be." - John S. Wile, Tie BM fI/ ... BnJ, p. 132. 
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the very news of the raid put the word U insurrection" into the 
minds of the millions held in bondage from Harper's Ferry 
to the Gulf? How many imitators of John Brown would 
appear, to seek revenge for his failure? Then, as the South 
discovered the North's readiness to lionize, even in some 
quarters to deify Brown, its anger increased. To them he was 
a fanatic who sought not only to steal cherished property, but 
to establish anarchy, to reenact the Nat Turner horrors, to 
make t~e terrible scenes of the Haytian negro revolt insignifi
cant beside the atrocities he would set on foot.· That such 
a man could be likened to the Saviour, and be considered a 
direct instrument of the Almighty, was maddening far beyond 
the actual outrage. The killing of Beckham and other unof
fending citizens was surely murder, plain and simple. To ap
plaud it, to describe it as an act especially pleasing to the 
Deity, was to argue one's self morally defective, of a criminal 
spirit, and so bitterly hostile to the injured and innocent 
people of the South as to make more than one person come 
to John Brown's views that the issue between the two sections 
had passed beyond the possibility of peaceable settlement. 
Mr. William Hand Browne has recently well characterized 
the Southern attitude in the following passage: 

"But the atrocious attempt of John Brown at Harper's Ferry 
came like a fire bell in the night. The attempt itself might have 
been considered merely the deed of a few fanatical desperadoes, but 
for the universal uproar of enthusiastic approbation that burst out 
at the North. Doubtless there were many who abhorred the idea of 
midnight massacre; but their voices were drowned in what seemed 
to be a universal chorus of applause, mingled with regrets that the 
assassins had not succeeded in their purpose. The South could not 
be blamed for supposing that the North had passed from the stage 
of political antagonism to that of furious personal hate." 26 t 

Said the Richmond Enquirer of October 25, 1859: 

• "Nothing," declared the London Times of November 2, 1859, "but sickening 
and bootless slaughter could come of it [the raid]. First the slaughter of white 
families by their slaves, and then the bloody revenge of the exasperated masters." 
It correctly observed, however, that "the state of society which causes such a 
scheme to be formed and carried out is not the leu threatening." 

t "The conviction became common in the South that John Brown differed 
from the majority of Northerners merely in the boldness and desperation of his 
metboda." - Frederic Baacroft, Lif, t1/ WiIlitmJ H • .s.wonI, PP.497-498. 
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"The Harper's Ferry invasion has advanced the cause of Dis
union more than any other event that has happened since the for
mation of the Government; it has rallied to that standard men 
who fonnerly looked upon it with horror; it has revived with tenfold 
strength the desires of a Southern Confederacy. The, heretofore, 
most detennined friends of the Union may now be heard saying, 'if 
under the fonn of a Confederacy, our peace is disturbed, our State 
invaded, "its peaceful citizens cruelly murdered, and all the horrors 
of servile war forced upon us, by those who should be our wannest 
friends; if the fonn of a Confederacy is observed, but the spirit vio
lated, and the people of the North sustain the oulra,e, then let disunion 
come.''' 

This same newspaper noted with satisfaction that what 
it called the conservative, that is, the pro-slavery press of 
the North, uevinces a detennination to make the moral of 
the Harper's Ferry invasion an effective weapon to rally all 
men not fanatics against that party whose leaders have been 
implicated directly with the midnight murder of Virginia 
citizens and the destruction of government property." But 
the attempt to use the acts of extreme Abolitionists to make 
capital against them was an old political game. Southern 
politicians had long been indulging in it, yet the cause of the 
anti-slavery men had steadily progressed. In this case, too, 
the John Brown raid, though it appeared at first a severe 
injury to the Republicans, did them little hann. The Novem
ber elections were favorable to the new party, even though 
their vote fell off in certain places. Horace Greeley correctly 
foresaw that the ultimate effect of the raid would be bene
ficial. U It will drive the slave power to new outrages," he 
wrote. U I t presses on the • irrepressible conflict,' and I think 
the end of slavery in Virginia and the Union is ten years 
nearer than it seemed a few weeks ago." H Indeed, the raid 
revealed to many besides John Brown that there was to be 
a bloody conflict on a far greater scale; and no student of 
this period can fail to be impressed by the prevision of com
ing events given to hundreds, if not thousands, on both sides. 

When the iron door of his cell had been slammed behind 
John Brown, the State authorities discovered that a trial 
speedy enough to satisfy the anger of Virginia was, by chance, 
a possibility. The Grand Jury was in session, and the semi· 
annual tenn of the Cireui t Court, over which Judge Richard 
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Parker, of Winchester, presided, had begun. The Virginia 
statutes then required that "when an indictment is found 
against a person for felony, in a court wherein he may be 
tried, the accused, if in custody, shall, unless good cause be 
shown for a continuance, be arraigned and tried in the same 
term." 17 Nothing, it was felt, could so quickly allay the ex
citement among the whites and blacks alike as to send these 
men to the gallows. If this law were not obeyed, and the 
case were continued, there could be no trial until the follow
ing April; during these six months the State would be in a 
ferment and some militia would have to be under arms. There 
arose, however, the question of jurisdiction. Should John 
Brown be turned over to the United States? Some of his of-' 
fences had been committed on United States property, and 
the Federal courts could, therefore, take cognizance of them. 
Here was an opportunity to place the United States Govern
ment in the position of prosecutor of these Abolitionists, of 
which, it seems to-day, Governor Wise should have availed 
himself for strategic reasons. To embroil the Federal Gov
ernment might well have seemed most tempting to the slave
power. But Governor Wise and his associates, exceedingly 
shrewd politicians, finally decided otherwise. The Federal 
courts, it must be remembered, were not then as important as 
to-day; the nearest Federal prison was at some distance, and 
Wise had no desire to have it said that the State of Virginia 
was forced to hide behind the skirts of the Federal Govern
ment, and to obtain its help to punish those who violated 
her soil and killed her citizens.1I 

None the less, Governor Wise vacillated for some time, 
particularly when it came to trying Brown's companions. 
Thus on November 7 he telegraphed to Andrew Hunter: 
"You had better try Cooke and turn Stephens [Stevens] over 
to the United States Court. Do that definitely."· His and 
Hunter's position at this time is explained by a letter of 
Hunter's, dated five days earlier: 

"I have seen your letter to Gov. Willard and am considering the 
suggestion as to transferring one of the prisoners to the Federal 
authorities. It strikes me very favorably but I have not yet con
ferred with the Judge, and as neither of the murders, that is, as to 
the death of the victims, except the Marine, occurred on the Govern· 
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ment property, one must consider carefully how far the prisoner 
transferred can be certainly convicted in the Federal Court, par
ticularly Cooke, who is the only white prisoner we have left except 
Stephens. Our State Court, of course, has no power to summon 
Forbes from N. York ••. and this renders it the more important 
to send one of the scoundrels to Uncle Sam, in order to get at the 
greater villains implicated who are still out of our reach." .. 

On November 7, Hunter announced in court, amid a great 
sensation, that Stevens would be given up to the United 
States; that Virginia was now after "higher and wickeder 
game.UIl Yet in December the hunt for the greater prey was 
abandoned. When, on December 15, President Buchanan in
quired by telegraph whether Stevens had been turned over to 
the United States, Andrew Hunter replied: "Stephens has 
not been delivered to the authorities of. the United States. 
Undetermined as yet whether he will be tried here.ulI 

On hearing of this query from the President, Governor 
Wise, on December 18, exactly reversed his position of six 
weeks earlier, in this message to Andrew Hunter: 

"In reply to yours of the 15th I say definitively that Stephens 
ought not to be handed over to the Federal authorities for trial; 
• . . I hope you informed the President of the status of his case 
before the court. I am convinced that there is a political design in 
trying now to have him tried before the Federal courts. He will not 
be delivered up with my consent." II 

We have no means of knowing what the political conspiracy 
was which Governor Wise then thought he scented. But the 
chief reason for the change of policy in regard to Stevens's 
trial was the appointment, on December 14, of a committee 
of investigation of the United States Senate, consisting of 
three pro-slavery Senators and two from the North, headed 
by Senator Mason, of Virginia. As this committee was avow
edly appointed to strike at the "higher and wickeder" vil
lains, the special reason for having one trial in a United States 
court - the examining of the Northern friends and backers 
of Brown, and of the Republican leaders-had disappeared." 
Hunter and Wise found it easy to show that Stevens had not 
actually been turned over to the Federal authorities, though 
his trial in November in Judge Parker's court had been in
terrupted for that express purpose. Against this unjust and 
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hurtful vacillation with Stevens, his counsel argued and pro
tested in vain.1i He was tried and sentenced to death in 
Charlestown. 

John Brown was put on trial for his life before Judge Rich
ard Parker,·' in the court-house at Charlestown, on October 
25, one week after his capture. That so brief an interval only 
should have elapsed between crime and trial created an un
favorable impression in the North. In the excitement of the 
hour, high-minded men and women forgot that, through John 
Brown's agency, Beckham, Turner, Boerley and Hayward 
had been killed without warning; they complained that Vir
ginia was mercilessly and inhumanly rushing him to the gal
lows; that his being done to death was a foregone conclusion; 
and finally that Virginia had gone mad with fright. Fear 
there undoubtedly was at Charlestown and Richmond that 
this was but the beginning of extensive hostilities between 
North and South; the letters which now began to pour in on 
Governor Wise convinced him, as will be seen later, that there 
was a widespread conspiracy, of which the raid was only a 
part. To him it made no difference that John Brown's wounds 
were not yet healed, for they were at worst superficial. But 
that they were still unhealed, intensified the feeling of out
rage in the North. That John Brown heard his arraignment, 
lying on a cot at the bar, deeply stirred Northern newspaper
readers, as did the fact that Stevens had to be carried into 
court. Lydia Maria Child wrote to Governor Wise that she did 
not know of a single person who would have approved of the 
raid, if he had been apprised of John Brown's intention in ad
vance. U But," she added, "I and thousands of others feel a 
natural impulse of sympathy for the brave and suffering man. 
. • . He needs a mother and sister to dress his wounds, and 
speak soothingly to him. Will you allow me to perform that 
mission of humanity?" I'l To this Governor Wise responded 
that he knew of no reason why she should not minister to 
John Brown, for he would permit no woman to be insulted, 
even if she came to minister to "one who whetted knives of 
butchery for our mothers, sisters, daughters, and babes."·· 

• "Do not allow Mn. Child to visit B. He does not wish it because the iafu
riated populace will have new IUlPiciona aroused &: great excitement and inju
rious results are certain. He """'IDf'kI.1M. Has all his wants supplied kiadly. 
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The Lawrence, Kansas, Ref:*blica.n voiced the sentiments 
of many Northerners in saying: 

.. We defy an instance to be shown in a civilized community where 
a prisoner has been forced to trial for his life, when so disabled by 
sickness or ghastly wounds as to be unable even to sit up during the 
proceedings, and compelled to be carried to the judgment hall upon 
a litter ...• Such a proceeding shames the name of justice, and 
only finds a congenial place amid the records of the bloody Inquisi
tion." 

It was no answer to this, the Republican thought, to say 
that the Virginia public was too wrought up to admit of 
delay. That there was intense popular excitement was the 
best of reasons why delay should have been granted, that the 
trial might proceed with due calm and deliberation. "And 
what a comment upon the state of society engendered by 
slavery is it that the peace and safety of a community of 
twenty thousand population is endangered by the prisoned, 
bolted and barred presence of a sick and wounded old man." It 
. Even the New York Herald had to admit the obvious signs 
of haste in dooming the prisoners. Horace Greeley, in the 
Tribune, at first wrote on October 25: 

.. As the Grand Jury of Jefferson County ••• is already in session, 
the trial of Brown and his confederates may be expected to take 
place at once, unless delay should be granted to prepare for trial, or a 
change of venue to some less excited county should be asked for. 
Neither of these is probable. The prisoners in fact have no defence, 
and their case will probably be speedily disposed of. We trust the 
whole proceeding may partake of the same spirit of decency, pro
priety, and respect for the law, and the rights of the prisoners, 
which characterizes the charge given by the presiding Judge to the 
Grand Jury." 

Later, however, the Tribune felt that the trial was unfair 
because, among other reasons, Brown was not allowed the 
time and opportunity to make a full and complete defence 

and is not sick enough to be nursed. He rMm" want fIIOmen there to unman his 
heroic detennination to maintain a firm and consistent composure. KEEP MIlS. 
CBILD MIllS, at aa~. Brovm and tJUDDiaIu will certainly be lynched if abe 
goes there. This ought to be shown to Mr. Andrew and others, but no lnIblil: 
n:lHbUitm." -ThUB wrote George H. Hoyt, John Brown's lawyer, to J. W. Le 
Barnes. (Original in the KGMGI H~ Sorid'J Colle&tioas.) Mrs. Child did 
notgotoV~ 
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to the multifarious charges brought against him.- The Bos
ton Transcript went so far as to say: "Whatever may be his 
guilt or folly, a man convicted under such circumstances, and, 
especially, a man executed. after such a trial, will be the most 
terrible fruit that slavery has ever borne, and will excite 
the execration of the whole civilized world." U To an ob
server of the protracted criminal trials in this country to-day, 
it seems odd that anyone should have objected to a prompt 
trial for Brown. But public sentiment was far too aroused on 
both sides to permit of calm judgments. The spectacle of the 
gray-haired prisoner sentenced while lying on his couch, when 
combined with the belief that the trial was an unfair one by 
reason of haste, made John Brown a martyr in the eyes of the 
North. 

Tactically, from the point of view of slavery, it would seem 
that Governor Wise erred in not suggesting a delay, unless 
it be believed that he, who had bombastically threatened 
secession in 1854 in the event of the election of an Aboli
tionist President," was as anxious to see John Brown's acts 
embroil the States as he was ready to utilize Brown's impris
onment as an excuse for training the militia of Virginia for 
the impending conflict. In 1888, nearly thirty years after the 
raid, when the heat of the hour had long since " passed away, 
Judge Parker reviewed the trial of his most distinguished 
criminal in !hese words: 

.. Frequent misrepresentations have been made respecting it. For 
example, it has been said that the trial was indecently conducted, 
and so hurried through as virtually to deny to the accused an op
portunity to make his defense. I submit, with all deference, that 
censures of this character can only have proceeded from ignorance 
of what really transpired on that occasion. It is my principle - I 
may say my only purpose in this paper, to show how groundless 
were all such charges, and to set forth, in a plain narrative, the spirit 
and temper in which the trial was conducted; that there was no 
denial to the accused of any presumption, benefit or right to which 
he was entitled; that no bias against him was exhibited by the jury 
or the Court; that he was defended by learned and zealous counsel, 
who, without let or interruption, were granted all the time they were 
pleased to consume in the examination of witnesses, in discussing 
the various questions of law and fact, which arose during the trial, 
in excepting to every opinion of the Court wherein they supposed 
there might be an error. and in arguing before the Jury every matter 
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which they deemed important or beneficial to the defense; in a 
word, to show that John Brown had a fair and impartial trial, just 
such as should be ~anted to all persons so unfortunate as to be 
accused of crime." 

Judge Parker's own bearing throughout the trial, and his 
eminently judicial spirit, have never been questioned. He 
was bravely ready at all times to take his stand without 
regard to the violent feelings of his neighbors, and his word 
as to the trial is, as a whole, to be accepted. I t is to be regret
ted, however, that he did not give the additional time to 
Brown's counsel for which the prisoner pleaded; had he done 
so, it must have mitigated many of the Northern criticisms 
of the procedure. 

These were not all from irresponsible sources. So good a 
lawyer, so just and public-spirited a man as John A. Andrew, 
for instance, felt indignant at what seemed to him the undue 
haste of the trial. He testified before the Senate inquiry into 
the raid that, 

"such speed and hurried action ••• as to render it probable 
that there was to be no sufficient opportunity to make a full and 
complete defense . • • struck my mind, and the minds of various 
other gentlemen whom I met with ••• as being a judicial outrage. 
• . • I t was wholly unlike anything I had ever known or heard 
in my practice as a lawyer. When some persons had been indicted 
for kidnapping, in Massachusetts, last September, the court gave 
Gen. Cushing, their counsel, two or three months after.their arraign
ment before he was required even to file a plea." " 

But Mr. Andrew was probably ignorant of the Virginia stat
ute governing the case, already quoted. After this lapse of 
time it is plain that the authorities had ample justification 
in this statute, and in the popular excitement, in expediting 
the trial; that the outcome of a deferred trial would have been 
the same is also obvious. It certainly cannot be successfully 
maintained that substantial injustice was done to John 
Brown by the celerity of his conviction. When all was said 
and done, and the trial finished, John Brown expressed his 
opinion in the following words: II I feel entirely satisfied with 
the treatment I have received on my trial. Considering all 
the circumstances, it has been more generous than I ex
pected." U It remains to add the testimony of Daniel W. V oor-

I 
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hees, the great Indiana lawyer and orator, who later became 
United States Senator from that State. Mr. Voorhees was 
present at John Brown's trial, having been summoned by 
Governor Willard, Cook's brother-in-law, to defend his rela
tive. Of the court procedure he had, in later years, this to 
say: 

.. If justly represented by the pen of the historian, it will pass into 
history as the most temperate and conservative judicial tribunal 
convened, when all the surrounding circumstances are considered. 
With perfect calmness, forbearing patience and undisturbed ad
herence to the law, as known and decided throughout generations, 
that court arises upon my mind with increased and increasing 
claims to the respect and veneration of the American people and 
of the world. Nothing was yielded to outside excitement or popu
lar frenzy." .. 

The question of counsel for John Brown early presented 
itself. There being no Northern lawyers on hand, in accord
ance with universal custom, Charles B. Harding, attorney 
for the State, asked at the first examination that the Magis
trates' court assign counsel for the· prisoners. 47 Charles J. 
Faulkner and Lawson Botts were designated. Mr. Faulkner 
asked to be relieved, because he resented the criticisms by 
the prisoner of his and Mr. Botts's appointment. Having 
helped to end the raid by force, he had, moreover, freely ex
pressed his opinion of the raiders and their deserts, besides. 
which, he had important professional engagements elsewhere. 
Mr. Faulkner's serving through the preliminary examination 
was insisted on; after that he withdrew, to bear public wit
ness in the next month that he had never in the course of his 
professional career "witnessed an examination which was 
entered upon and conducted with more deliberation and de,,: 
corum and with a more sacred regard to all the requirements, 
which the humane system of our criminal laws throws around 
the life and liberty of the accused, than was extended to those 
wicked disturbers of our peace." 48 

Mr. Botts felt it his duty to carry on the case, and Thomas 
C. Green, mayor of Charlestown, was appointed by the court 
to take Mr. Faulkner's place. Both of these counsel were 
able lawyers of standing, Mr. Botts being thirty-six years old 
and Mr. Green in his thirty-ninth year •. The latter was after-
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wards for fourteen years a distinguished judge of the West 
Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals, while Mr. Botts gave his 
life for the Confederacy at the second Bull Run. There can be 
no doubt that in Messrs. Green and Botts,·' John Brown had 
assigned to him far abler counsel than would have been given 
to the ordinary malefactor. 

His friends in the North had not forgotten him, however. 
On the day the news of the raid was received, John W. Le 
Barnes, of Boston, engaged, at his own expense, a young law
yer of Athol, Massachusetts, George H. Hoyt, and asked him 
to go to Harper's Ferry ostensibly as counsel to John Brown, 
but really as a spy, to see if it would be possible to rescue the 
prisoners. Mr. Hoyt's instructions were, 

"first, to watch and be able to report proceedings, to see and talk 
with Brown, and be able to communicate with his friends anything 
Brown might want to say; and second, to send me [Le Barnes] an 
accurate and detailed account of the military situation at Charles
town, the number and distribution of troops, the location and 
defences of the jail, and nature of the approaches to the town 
and jail, the opportunities for a sudden attack, and the means of 
retreat, with the location and situation of the room in which Brown 
is confined, and all other particulars that might enable friends to 
consult as to some plan of attempt at rescue." 

Le Barnes chose Hoyt because, although twenty-one years 
of age, he looked not over nineteen, and was physically of 
fragile appearance. His very youth and evident lack of worldly 
experience would, Le Barnes thought, make it impossible 
for anyone to suspect him of ulterior motives, if he appeared 
at Charlestown. Dr. Samuel G. Howe, when consulted by 
both men, doubted the wisdom of the scheme; but Le Barnes 
persisting and giving him seventy-five dollars, Hoyt set 
forth,1O little dreaming that upon his frail shoulders would 
shortly rest the burden of the whole defence of John Brown. 
His inexperience told against him in Charlestown. He had 
not been there an hour before his very youth had aroused 
the suspicions of Andrew Hunter, the special prosecutor of 
the State of Virginia. Knowing full well that Massachusetts 
had no need to rely on callow striplings when skilled legal 
talent was in order, he shrewdly inferred that something else 
was in the wind, and, but for Judge Parker's magnanimity, 
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would have excluded Hoyt from participation in Brown's 
trial as incompetent to practise in the courts of Virginia. "A 
beardless boy came in last night as Brown's counsel," re
ported Hunter to Governor Wise on October 28. .. I think he 
is a spy. There are divers other strangers here .... They 
are watched closely." 11 But the watch set upon the "beard
less boy" was not close enough to prevent his communicating 
freely with the client to whom he had so unexpectedly at
tached himself, and he wasted no time in acquainting Brown 
with the real purpose of his unannounced arrival. 52 

Brown's legal advisers were called upon to joust with two 
prosecutors for the State. One of these was the regular com
monwealth's attorney, Charles Harding, whose notorious 
dissipation made it impossible for the State really to entrust 
to him the prosecution of so important a case. Usually in
toxicated, he knew but little of what was going on behind 
the scenes, Governor Wise giving his directions for the con
duct of affairs to Andrew Hunter, and completely ignoring 
the commonwealth's attorney. To Hunter,· Harding was a 
"pestiferous little prosecutor," 61 whom he longed to have 
out of the way. "When Harding began to speak, if you shut 
your eyes and listened, for the first few minutes you would 
think Patrick Henry had returned to earth; after that he 
dwindled away into ineptitudes,"- is the recollection of one 
who knew him well. 14 During the trial he frequently fell 
asleep as the result of his libations. Of a different type was 
Andrew Hunter, a man of distinguished bearing, a vigor
ous Southern personality, handsome face and undoubted 
ability. Deeply impressed with the importance of the trial, 
he prosecuted John Brown with marked aggressiveness, yield
ing no point and fighting every moment, often with some 
bombast, but without, said Mr. Voorhees, .. a single tone of 
malevolence or exasperation." 16 Mr. Hunter sincerely felt 
that, in view of the public temper, no time was to be lost; 
he wanted Brown condemned and executed within ten 
days. "The Judge," Mr. Hunter wrote to Governor Wise, 
"is for observing all the judicial decencies; so am I, but at 
double quick time .••• Stephens will hardly be.fit for trial. 
He will probably die of his wounds if we don't hang him 
promptly." 18 
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With Charlestown all agog and crowded with newspaper
men, militia and armed citizens, John Brown and his four 
fellow prisoners, Coppoc, Stevens, Copeland and Green, 
took, on October 25, the first of their short pilgrimages from 
the jail to the court-house diagonally opposite, which they 
were to make historic. Its venerable air, the distinctively 
Southern character of its architecture, made it then, as now, 
an impressive structure. A gaping mob watched in silence 
as, between two lines of militia, the Yankee prisoners took 
their way. For John Brown and Stevens, though carried 
later, on this occasion walked the brief distance, the former 
with head erect and defiant bearing. "His confinement has 
not at all tamed the daring of his spirit; his height, as he 
stood erect, appeared to be full six feet; his figure rather slen
der and wiry,"-so telegraphed the Herald correspondent. If 
Brown's eyes were swollen; the marks of bruises and contu
sions were plain enough. Stevens's terrible wounds were so 
evident, and his inability to walk unsupported so pitiful, 
that, anxious as the crowd was for these men's blood, there 
was not a hostile demonstration as they entered the crowded, 
down-at-the-heel court-room, reeking with tobacco smoke 
and looking as if it were familiar with every kind of being 
save the scrub-woman. John Brown, manacled to Coppoc, 
found no trace of pity in the faces of the crowd he beheld, 
nor in those of the eight magistrates forming the court of 
examination to which the prisoners were now presented by 
the sheriff. 

"Sundry witnesses," so read the minutes, "were examined, 
and the Court being unanimously of opinion that the Prisoners 
are Guilty of the offence with which they stand charged, it 
is ordered and considered by the Court that they be sent on 
to the Circuit Court of this County for trial according to 
Law." 158 Behind this brief record lies one of the dramatic 
incidents of the trial, for when the court, before assigning 
to the prisoners Messrs. Faulkner and Botts, asked whether 
they had counsel, John Brown of Osawatomie rose feebly from 
his seat and, with his usual vigor of utterance, his undaunted 
courage and indomitable spirit, thus addressed, not the court 
but his countrymen, amid the most profound silence and at
ten tion of all who heard: 
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"Vu-ginians, I did not ask for any quarter at the time I was taken. 
I did not ask to have my life spared. The Governor of the State of 
Virginia tendered me his assurance that I should have a fair trial; 
but, under no circumstances whatever will I be able to have a fair 
trial. If you seek my blood, you can have it at any moment, without 
this mockery of a trial. I have had no counsel; I have not been able 
to advise with anyone. I know nothing about the feelings of my 
fellow prisoners, and am utterly unable to attend in any way to my 
own defence. My memory don't serve me: my health is insufficient, 
although improving. There are mitigating circumstances that I 
would urge in our favor, if a fair trial is to be allowed us: but if we are 
to be forced with a mere form - a trial for execution - you might 
spare yourselves that trouble. I am ready for my fate. I do not ask 
a trial. I beg for no mockery of a trial- no insult - nothing but 
that which conscience gives, or cowardice would drive you to practise. 
I ask again to be excused from the mockery of a trial. I do not even 
know what the special design of this examination is. I do not know 
what is to be the benefit of it to the Commonwealth. I have now little 
further to ask, other than that I may not be foolishly insulted only 
as cowardly barbarians insult those who fall into their power. " .. 

, When asked if he would accept Messrs. Faulkner and Botts 
as counsel, he replied: .. I wish for counsel if I am to have 
a trial, but if I am to have nothing but the mockery of a 
trial, as I said, I do not care anything about counsel- it is 
unnecessary to trouble any gentleman with that duty." 10 He 
declined to say whether he would or would not accept the 
counsel offered, but Stevens chose them, and they were duly 
assigned, in the face of John Brown's assertion that he had 
sent for some persons in the North whose names he could not 
then recall. He was but little interested when the witnesses, 
Colonel Washington and seven others, testified to their know
ledge of the raid. Still less was he moved when the presiding 
justice, Colonel Braxton Davenport, announced the decision 
of the court. His bearing was as impressive as before when, 
again manacled, he and his fellow prisoners left the dingy 
court-room with its five or six hundred spectators, and took 
their way back to the jail. That same afternoon their com
rade Cook was arrested in Pennsylvania, thanks to the re
ward offered by Virginia. n 

The next move in the judicial machinery was the process 
of indictment. At two o'clock the examining magistrates 
reported their conclusions. Judge Parker at once charged the 
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Grand Jury ably and dispassionately, and having heard from 
excellent authority of a deliberate plot to lynch the prison
ers, he added to his charge a warning against any such con- . 
duct, which, he declared, would be disgraceful to the State 
and nothing else than murder, for which its perpetrators might 
themselves incur the extreme penalty of the law. Thereafter 
no talk of lynching was heard, and Judge Parker was de
servedly congratulated far and wide for his high-minded and 
courageous stand. The Grand Jury then retired with the 
State's witnesses. Before it were rehearsed anew their oft
told stories, and adjournment time came before they were fin
ished. At noon on the next day, Wednesday, the Grand Jury 
reported its true bill against each of the prisoners on three 
counts-treason to the commonwealth, conspiring with slaves 
to commit treason, and murder; they being "evil-minded and 
traitorous persons," "not having the fear of God before 
their eyes, but being moved and seduced by the false and ma
lignant counsel of other evil and traitorous persons and the 
instigations of the devil," II - so runs the indictment. 

Those instigated by the Evil One were soon brought into 
court, - Stevens on a mattress, making, because of his dif
ficulty in breathing, the impression of a dying man. Captain 
Avis, the jailer, when ordered to bring Brown into court, 
found him in bed and unwilling to arise. "He was accordingly 
carried into the court-room on a cot," wrote the Tribune 
correspondent. "The prisoner lay most of the time with his 
eyes closed, and the counterpane drawn close up to his chin. 
He is evidently not much injured, but is determined to resist 
the pushing of his trial, by all the means in his power."" It 
was at this time that John Brown arose and made an unavail
ing plea for delay to Judge Parker: 

II I do not intend to detain the court, but barely wish to say, as I 
have been promised a fair trial, that I am not now in circumstances 
that enable me to attend a trial, owing to the state of my health. I 
have a severe wound in the back, or rather in one kidney, which 
enfeebles me very much. But I am doing well, and I only ask for a 
very short delay of my trial, and I think I may be able to listen to it; 
and I merely ask this that, as the saying is I the devil may have his 
dues,' no more. I wish to say further that my hearing is impaired 
and rendered indistinct in consequence of wounds I have about my 
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head. I cannot hear distinctly at all; I could not hear what the Court 
has said this morning. I would be glad to hear what is said on my 
trial, and am now doing better than I could expect to be under the 
circumstances. A very short delay would be all I would ask. I do 
not presume to ask more than a very short delay, so that I may 
in some degree recover, and be able at least to listen to my trial, 
and hear what questions are asked of the citizens, and what their 
answers are. If that could be allowed me, I should be very much 
obliged." .. 

Judge Parker, dignified and firm, with a singularly stern 
countenance in marked contrast to his mild and quiet manner, 
insisted on the arraignment being read before passing upon 
John Brown's appeal. Both the wounded prisoners were com
pelled to stand during this solemn performance, Stevens being 
held up by two bailiffs. Thereupon, both Mr. Hunter and Mr. 
Harding having opposed the motion for delay, and the jail 
physician, a Dr. Mason, having testified that John Brown's 
I wounds had affected neither his hearing nor his mind, nor seri
ously disabled him, the judge refused to postpone his trial . 

. As each of the prisoners had pleaded not guilty and elected 
to be tried separately, the State had chosen to try the Com
mander-in-Chief of the defeated Provisional Army first, and 
the rest of the afternoon was given to choosing the jury. 
Twenty-four men duly qualified to act as jurors were then 
selected from a large panel, after being asked the usual ques
tion whether they had formed any opinion about the guilt 
of the prisoners which would disqualify them from giving 
the offenders a fair trial. Of these twenty-four, John Brown, 
through his counsel, exercised his right to challenge peremp
torily eight; from the remaining sixteen the final twelve were 
then chosen by lot, and the court adjourned un til the next day, 
after solemnly adjuring the twelve to discuss the case with no 
one. II It is, of. course, impossible to believe that the twelve 
men chosen had not formed any opinion about the case. There 
were no men in Jefferson County who had not prejudged 
Brown, and if ever a motion for a change of venue to another 
county was in order, it was in this case. But his Southern 
counsel did not attempt it. 

On Thursday, when court opened, Mr. Botts surprised 
prisoner and prosecution alike by reading a telegram from 
Akron, Ohio, alleging insanity in John Brown's family. Of the 
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plea of insanity which this suggested, John Brown promptly 
declined to avail himself, as will appear later. But, his coun
sel having again urged delay, the vigilant prosecutors again 
opposed, and the judge once more decided that he could see 
no proper cause for postponement. The indictment being 
read, the attorneys for the State and Mr. Botts made their 
opening addresses. It was due to the prisoner, said his chival
rous counsel, to state that he believed himself to be actuated 
by the highest and noblest feelings that ever coursed through 
a human breast, and that his instructions were to destroy 
neither life nor property. Mr. Hunter confined himself to a 
definition of treason, told of a previous murder in the arsenal 
grounds for which the murderer was tried and executed, not by 
the United States but by Virginia, and wound up by begging 
for a fair and impartial consideration of the case, "without 
fear or favor. '. . . I ask only that the penalty be visited on the 
prisoner which the law denounces, which reason denounces, 
which our safety requires, and which the laws of God and man 
approve."" Thereupon began the examination of witnesses. 

It was the next morning, Friday, that the "beardless boy" 
from Boston walked into the court-room and asked to be made 
an additional counsel for Brown. The astonishment was pro
found; it increased when Hoyt expressed the wish not to take 
part in the case at present, and when he was unable to prove 
that he was actually a member of the Massachusetts Bar, as 
the suspicious Mr. Hunter asked him to demonstrate. But the 
just judge was not inclined to quibble. Visiting lawyers from 
the North were already, as the Tribune reported, eulogizing 
his method of presiding, and were "profuse in praises of his 
candor and integrity." 17 It was enough for the judge that 
Mr. Green remembered that his partner had seen letters 
speaking of Hoyt as a full-fledged attorney. 'Thereupon the 
oath was administered II and the examination of witnesses 
continued. By this time the prisoner was taking more interest 
in his defence. He had drawn up the following suggestions for 
his counsel: 

"We gave to numerous prisoners perfect liberty . 
.. Get aU their names. -\, 
.. We allowed numerous other prisoners to visit their families, to 

quiet their fears. -J 
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II Gel all their names • 
.. We allowed the conductor to pass his train over the bridge with 

all his passengers, I myself crossing the bridge with him, and as
suring all the passengers of their perfect safety . 

.. Get that conductor's name, and the names of the passtl'gers, so far 
as may be. 

"We treated all our prisoners with the utmost kindness and hu
manity. 

"Get aU their names, so far as may be. 
"Our orders, from the first and throughout, were, that no un-

armed person should be injured, under any circumstances whatever. 
"PrOfJe that by ALL the prisoners. 
"We committed no destruction or waste of property. 
" PrOfJe that."" 

The prosecution having rested on Friday afternoon, the 
defence began. Messrs. Botts and Green followed John 
Brown's suggestion, and essayed to prove, apparently with a 
view to mitigating the offence charged, the kindness with 
which Brown treated his prisoners. This drew from Andrew 
Hunter the caustic and truthful comment that testimony to 
Brown's forbearance in not shooting other citizens had no 
more to do with the case than had the dead languages. 

Only on one occasion during the trial did John Brown show 
emotion. He" cried out" for details, so read the reports, when 
Harry Hunter narrated the revolting story of William Thomp
son's slaughter on the Harper's Ferry bridge. It became 
Andrew Hunter's painful duty to listen to his son's open and 
unabashed tale of how he and George W. Chambers shot down 
Thompson, when the latter was unarmed and pleading for his 
life. It is to the father's credit that he bade his son conceal 
nothing; but it is doubtful if any father ever listened to a more 
cold-blooded recital of deliberate killing by his offspring. Yet 
the audience listened apparently unmoved, while John Brown 
groaned. Shortly afterward, when the names of several wit
nesses were called with no response, John Brown excitedly 
rose to his feet and spoke thus to the keen-eyed judge on the 
dais above him: 

.. May it please the Court: - I discover that notwithstanding all 
the assurances I have received of a fair trial, nothing like a fair 
trial is to be given me, as it would seem. I gave the names, as soon 
as I could get them, of the persons I wished to have called as wit
nesses, and was assured that they would be subpmnaed. I wrote 
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down a memorandum to that effect, saying where those parties 
were; but it appears that they have not been subprenaed as far as 
I can learn; and now I ask, if I am to have anything at all deserving 
the name and shadow of a fair trial, that this proceeding be deferred 
until tomorrow morning; for I have no counsel, as I before stated, 
in whom I feel that I can rely, but I am in hopes counsel may arrive 
who will attend to seeing that I get the witnesses who are neces
sary for my defence. I am myself unable to attend to it. I have 
given all the attention I possibly could to it, but am unable to see or 
know about them, and can't even find out their names; and I have 
nobody to do any errands, for my money was all taken when I was 
sacked and stabbed, and I have not a dime. I had two hundred and 
fifty or sixty dollars in gold and silver taken from my pocket, and 
now I have no possible means of getting anybody to go my errands 
for me, and I have not had all the witnesses subprenaed. They 
are not within reach, and are not here. I ask at least until tomorrow 
morning to have something done, if anythin.,f is designed; if not, I 
am ready for anything that may come up." 

U When, upon finding that his witnesses were absent," 
~rted the Herald's correspondent, 

.. Brown rose and denounced his counsel, declaring he had no con
fidence in them, the indignation of the citizens scarcely knew bounds. 
He was stigmatized as an ungrateful villain, and some declared he 
deserved hanging for that act alone. His counsel, Messrs. Botts 
and Green, had certainly performed the ungrateful task imP.OSed 
upon them by the Court in an able, faithful and conscientious man
ner; and only the evening before Brown had told Mr. Botts that 
he was doing for him even more than he had promised." 71 

r No sooner had Brown finished this speech than Mr. Hoyt 
sprang to his feet, adding greatly to the stir in the court-room, 
and asking that the case be postponed, because Judge Tilden 
from Ohio was coming and due that night to aid in the defence. 
He, himself, was unable to go on alone with Brown's case, for he 
had but just come from Boston, travelling night and day, had 
had no time to read the indictment, and was wholly ignorant 
of the criminal code of Virginia. Mter asserting that they had 
done everything possible for their client, Mr. Botts and Mr. 
Green announced that they could no longer act in behalf of the 
prisoner, since he had declared that he had no confidence in 
them. Judge Parker at once replied that he would not compel 
them to stay in the case, and that he therefore granted Mr. 
Hoyt's request and adjourned the trial until the next morning 
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at ten. Thus, to his utter amazement and inward consterna
tion, the" beardless boy," the spy sent to survey the ground, 
found himself charged with the sole responsibility for the 
conduct of a case of which he knew little or nothing, under 
a code and procedure with which he was entirely unfamiliar, 
and this in a trial which the hostile New York Herald had 
four days before characterized as the most notable in the last 
half-century "in point of national importance." The trial of 
Aaron Burr had excited less intense feeling; the Herald even 
felt that the life and death of the wholeRepublic was involved. 
The situation in which the inexperienced Mr. Hoyt now found 
himself might have tried the soul of a veteran and skilled prac
titioner; it undoubtedly blanched his beardless cheeks. But 
it is to his everlasting credit that he bent manfully to his task. 

Mr. Botts put his notes, his office and his services at Hoyt's 
command, and sat up with him the greater part of the night.'1I 
When Judge Parker took his seat on the bench the next morn
ing, there was reinforcement for Brown's inexperienced coun
sel, - not Judge Tilden, as had been expected, but Samuel 
Chilton, of Washington, and Hiram Griswold, of Cleveland. 
Mr. Chilton's arrival was due to John A. Andrew, of Boston, 
who first asked Judge Montgomery Blair, of Washington, to 
act as Brown's defender, guaranteeing him adequate compen
sation. Judge Blair being unwilling to appear, Mr. Andrew 
agreed to his substitution of Mr. Chilton.u John Brown him
self had written to Judge Daniel R. Tilden, of Cleveland, and 
Judge Thomas Russell, of Boston, asking them to become his 
legal advisers. Judge Russell came in person, but not until the 
day of sentence; Judge Tilden sent Mr. Griswold in his place. 
To Tilden and Russell, John Brown wrote that, without such 
counsel, "neither the facts in our case can come before the 
world; nor can we have the benefit of such facts (as might be 
considered mitigating in the view of others) upon our trial • 
. . . Do not send an ultra Abolitionist." U 

Both Chilton and Griswold asked for a delay of a few hours, 
in order that they might be better equipped for their tasks, 
but the inexorable judge ordered the trial to proceed. The pris
oner had had able counsel and ample defence; he had chosen 
to make a change, for which the responsibility was on his own 
shoulders. If this were the o~ly ~ before the court, he 
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would at once grant the request; but the neameft5 of the end 
of the term, and the other cases to be disposed of, necessitated 
prompt action, in justice to the prisoners and to the State. Mr. 
Hoyt then resumed the defence along the same lines as Messrs. 
Botts and Green, hoping to prove through those witnesses 
who had been prisoners in the engine house the absence of 
any malicious intent. John Brown himself now took a hand in 
examining the witnesses from his cot, without objection from 
anyone to this unusual procedure. 

In the afternoon session, a new policy was adopted, Mr. 
Chilton submitting a motion that the prosecution be com
pelled to elect one count of the indictment and abandon the 
others. His argument, supported by a couple of hastily 
gathered citations, was that different descriptions of treason 
could not be united in the same indictment, as was the case 
there. That it was a grave hardship upon the prisoner to 
defend himself at one and the same time against three such 
distinct charges as murder, treason and inciting slaves to 
rebel, Mr. Chilton also pointed out. The judge, after hearing 
;;pirited replies from Hunter and Harding, ruled that, as the 
trial had been begun under the indictment, it must continue; 
that the only remedy now was to move an arrest of judg
ment at its conclusion. "The very fact that the offence can 
be charged in different counts, varying the language and cir
cumstances, is based upon the idea that distinct offences 
may be charged in the same indictment," ruled Judge Parker. 
"The prisoners are to be tried on the various counts as if they 
were various transactions. There is no legal objection against 
charging various crimes in the same indictment. The practice 
has been to put a party upon election where the prisoner would 
be embarrassed in his defence; but that is not the law."· In 
this contention Judge Parker was later upheld by the full 
bench of the Virginia Court of Appeals.f' 

• The decision of Judge Parker ia in accord with the law of New York State 
to-day, which holds that where the same acta constitute different crimes, they 
may be set out in the indictment in different counts. Thus an indictment may 
unite burglary in the third degree, petit larceny and receiving stolen property. 
See People liS. Stock, 21 Misc. 147; People liS. Wilson, lSI N. Y. 403. In People 
liS. Austin, I Park Criminal Reports, 154, it was held that lithe right of election is 
confined to cases where the indictment contains charges which are actually dis
tinct and grew out of different transactions." 
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This argument was the crucial point in the trial of John 
Brown. The court now pressed the lawyers to argue the case 
at once. John Brown's counsel protested, Hoyt because he 
had worked the previous night until he fell unconscious from 
exhaustion, and had had but ten hours sleep in the last five 
days and nights. Mr. Hunter battled, of course, against any 
delay, and the court, taking a position which would seem 
strange indeed in a modem murder trial, - that the jurors, 
having been in the box three days, were entitled to early 
release, - ordered the prosecution to begin their summing up. 
Mr. Harding did so by dwelling on the absurdity of John 
Brown's claim that he should have been treated according 
to the rules of warfare, when he was merely in command of 
a band of murderers and thieves. The court then adjourned 
over Sunday, to Andrew Hunter's vexation, for he had insisted 
that the trial be concluded that night. At the time and later, 
Hunter accused John Brown - the "crafty old fiend," he 
called him - of feigning illness on this day to gain time.?1 
When the court had reassembled on Saturday afternoon, word 
came from the jail, according to Hunter, 

" that Brown was too sick to appear that evening. I suspected the 
ruse, and at once suggested to the court to have the jail physician 
summoned to examine whether he was too sick and to report. This 
was done, and the physician, who was Dr. Mason, promptly re
ported that he was not too sick and that he was feigning. On my 
motion the court directed him to be brought into court on a cot . 
• . . The trial went on to a certain extent, but every effort was 
made to protract it. I resisted it, but at last, late in the evening, 
the Judge called me up and said he thought we had better agree, 
to avoid all further cavil at our proceedings, to let the case be ad
journed over until Monday, which was done. Brown did not require 
to be carried back to jail that evening; he walked back. After the 
adjournment was procured, he was well enough to walk." 77 

On Sunday, Hoyt reported to his employer, Le Barnes, 
that Mr. Chilton and Mr. Griswold had been closeted with 
John Brown for three or four hours, that, 

"Brown is well pleased with what has transpired; is perfectly sat
isfied, and more than all the rest, seems to be inspired with a truly 
noble Resignation." "I confess," Hoyt continues, "I did not know 
which most to admire, the thorough honor and admirable qualities 
of the brave old border soldier, or the uncontaminated simplicity 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



JOHN BROWN 

of the man. My friend John Brown is an astonishing character. 
The people about here, while determined to have him die for his 
alleged offences, generally concede and applaud the conscientious
ness, the honor, and the supreme bravery of the man."" 

On Monday, Mr. Griswold and Mr. Chilton argued at 
length and as ably as it was possible under the circumstances, 
and at half-past one Mr. Hunter concluded the case by saying 
to the jury, "Administer it [justice] according to your law 
- acquit the prisoner if you can; but if justice requires you 
by your verdict to take his life, stand by that column [of 
justice] uprightly, but strongly, and let retributive justice, if 
he is guilty, send him before that Maker who will settle the 
question forever and ever." 

Three-quarters of an hour later, the jury filed back into 
court to answer the question whether the prisoner at the bar 
was guilty or not guilty. Of all the men in that stifling court
room, - and the crowd not only filled every inch of space 
around the prisoner, but jammed the wide entrance-hall and 
even stood on the entrance-steps in the hope of catching a 
word from within, - the least moved was John Brown, as in
domitable and iron-willed as ever in his life. When, in reply 
to the clerk of the court, the foreman answered " Aye" to the 
question whether John Brown was guilty of treason, and con
spiring and advising with slaves and others to rebel, and mur
der in the first degree, that leader of men said not a word. 
Turning, he readjusted the covers of his pallet and stretched 
himself upon it as if he had no interest in the proceedings. 
Indeed, if he had expressed any interest, it would doubtless 
have been jubilation. For by then John Brown had dreamed 
his dream and seen his vision. There had come to him, as by 
a revelation, the knowledge that through the portals of death 
alone lay the way to the success denied in life. His eagle eye 
had pierced the veil of the future; it was as if it had been 
given to him to see tramping over the hills of Virginia those 
blue-coated hosts to whom, two years later, John Brown was 
neither lunatic, nor fanatic, nor murderer. He had become, 
in his own words, "fully persuaded that I am worth incon
ceivably more to hang than for any other purpose," 7. and the 
longer he lay in his prison cell and wore his chains, the more 
~ady was he for the sacrifice and the atonement. His only 
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fear had been that all the effect of his work would be undone 
by a pronunciamento that he was insane. 

It is to the credit of the Charlestown crowd and of Virginia 
that not a single sound of elation or of triumph assailed the 
dignity of the court, when the jury sealed Brown's doom. In 
solemn silence the crowd heard Mr. Chilton make his formal 
motion for an arrest of judgment because of errors in the in
dictment and in the verdict, and it filed out equally silent 
when Judge Parker, owing to the exhaustion of the counsel 
on both sides, ordered the motion to stand over until the next 
day. The judge lost, however, not a moment in beginning 
the trial of Edwin Coppoc, for a jury was sworn that after
noon. 

On November I the argument on the motion was heard, 
John Brown again lying on his cot, though now fully able to 
walk. Judge Parker reserved his decision, but only for twenty
four hours. For on November 2 came the final act in the 
court-room. Judge Parker afterward wrote: 

"I went into court at the usual early hour with an opinion I had 
prepared the preceding night, in which I had at length stated the rea
sons for over-ruling the objections which Brown's counsel had made 
to judgment being rendered, intending to pronounce it so soon as 
. the court was opened; but a jury for the trial of Coppoc . • • were 
in their seats, and as the same objections, or some of them, might 
be made in this case as had been presented in that of Brown, I re
frained from reading the opinion. I did this because by the Vir
ginia practice a jury in a criminal case were held to be judges of 
the law as well as triers of facts, and I would do nothing to prejudice 
this their right. For this reason I did not overrule Brown's motion 
in arrest until late on the day, after a verdict was rendered in the 
case of Coppoc." 10 

,. Again there was a thrill in the-crowded court-room, when 
the clerk asked John Brown whether he had anything to say 
why sentence should not be pronounced upon him. And well 
the crowd might be stirred, for what it was now to hear from 
the lips of the man for whose life it thirsted must forever 
remain on the list of great American speeches," an utter
ance worthy not merely of the man who voiced it, but of 
the mighty cause of human freedom for which he struck so 
powerful a blow. Drawing himself up to his full stature, with 
flashing eagle eyes and calm, clear and distinct tones, John 
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Brown-again addressed, not the men who surrounded him, but 
the whole body of his countrymen, North, South, East and 
\Vest:· 

. "I have, may it please the Court, a few words to say. 
"In the first place, I deny everything but what I have all along 

admitted: of a design on my part to free slaves. I intended cer
tainly to have made a clean thing of that matter, as I did last win
ter, when I went into Missouri and there took slaves without the 
snapping of a gun on either side,t moving them through the coun
try, and finally leaving them in Canada. I designed to have done 
the same thing again on a larger scale. That was all I intended. 
I never did intend murder, or treason, or the destruction of pro
perty, or to excite or incite slaves to rebellion, or to make insur
rection. 

"I have another objection, and that is that it is unjust that I 
should suffer such a penalty. Had I interfered in the manner which 
I admit, and which I admit has been fairly proved - for I admire 
the truthfulness and candor of the greater portion of the witnesses 
who have testified in this case - had I so interfered in behalf of 
the rich, the powerful, the intelligent, the so-called great, or in 
behalf of any of their friends, either father, mother, brother, sister, 
wife or children, or any of that class, and suffered and sacrificed 
what I have in this interference, it would have been all right. Every 
man in this Court would have deemed it an act worthy of reward 
rather than punishment. 

"This Court acknowledges, too, as I suppose, the validity of the 
law of God. I see a book kissed, which I suppose to be the Bible, 
or at least the New Testament, which teaches me that all things 
whatsoever I would that men should do to me, I should do even so 
to them. It teaches me, further, to remember them that are in 
bonds as bound with them. I endeavored to act up to that instruc
tion. I say I am yet too young to understand that God is any re
specter of persons. I believe that to have interfered as I have done, 
as I have always freely admitted I have done, in behalf of His de
spised poor, I did no wrong, but right. Now, if it is deemed neces
sary that I should forfeit my life for the furtherance of the ends of 
justice, and mingle my blood further with the blood of my children 

• An eye-witness, Judge Thomas Russell, wrote in the Boston T,aNlltJr, No
vember 5, 1859, that John Brown "delivered the remarkable speech which you 
have just read, speaking with perfect calmness of voice and mildness of manner, 
winning the respect of all for his courage and firlDDess. His self-possession .... 
wonderful, because his sentence, at this time, .... unexpected, and his remarks 
were entirely unprepared." 

t This statement is hard to understand in view of Stevens's killing of Cruise. 
Brown may have intended to speak here only 01 that party 01 raiders that be 
himself commanded. . 
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and with the blood of millions in this slave country whose rights 
are disregarded by wicked, cruel, and unjust enactments, I say, 
let it be done. 

"Let me say one word further. I feel entirely satisfied with the 
treatment I have received on my trial. Considering all the circum
stances, it has been more generous than I expected. But I feel no 
consciousness of guilt. I have stated from the first what was my 
intention, and what was not. I never had any design against the 
liberty of any person, nor any disposition to commit treason or 
incite slaves to rebel or make any general insurrection. I never 
encouraged any man to do so, but always discouraged any idea of 
that kind. 

"Let me say, also, in regard to the statements made by some of 
those who were connected with me, I hear it has been stated by 
some of them that I have induced them to join me. But the con
trary is true. I do not say this to injure them, but as regretting 
their weakness. Not one but joined me of his own accord, and the 
greater part at their own expense. A number of them I never saw, \ 
and never had a word of conversation with, till the day they came 
to me, and that was for the purpose I have stated. 

"Now, I have done.un 

With all solemnity, Judge Parker then pronounced the 
sentence of death, and fixed Friday, the 2d of December, as 
the date of execution, specifying that the hanging should be 
public, and recording his belief that no reasonable doubt could 
exist as to John Brown's guilt. But, in allowing him a whole 
month more of life, the judge gave him that opportunity to 
influence public opinion in the North in his favor, of which 
he so admirably availed himself. It was a bitter disappoint
ment to Hunter that Judge Parker permitted the condemned 
man to live so long. Indeed. one of the leading men in the 
county, when informed in advance by Mr. Parker that he 
would give John Brown thirty days prior to his execution, 
declared that then there would be a grave tumult in the court
room; that the people "would tear Brown to pieces before 
he could be taken from the building." This somewhat dis
turbed the judge, who notified the jailer, Captain Avis, what 
to expect, but declined to let soldiers into the court-room; 
for he could not get over the jurist's righteous repugnance 
to seeing "armed men in a court of justice." When the sen
tence was pronounced, there was again perfect order in the 
court-room; one man clapped his hands, but was promptly 
suppressed, the citizens expressing due regret, afterward, at 
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this breach of decorum. The judge then ordered all present 
to retain their seats until the prisoner was removed. There 
was prompt obedience, and John Brown reached his cell un
harmed, without even hearing a taunt.1I In view of the pub
lic fears and excitement, such self-control does great credit to 
this deeply stirred Virginia community. 

With John Brown sentenced to be hanged, Governor Wise 
became immediately the recipient of much individual and 
journalistic advice as to what course he should pursue. The 
Joint Committee of the Virginia General Assembly reported, 
the following January, that, , 

.. a great many letten were received by the Governor from citizens 
of Northern states, urging him to pardon the offenders, or to com
mute this punishment. Some of them were written in a spirit of 
me~ce, threatening his life and that of members of his family. 
. . • Others gave notice of the purpose of resolute bands of despera
does to fire the principal towns and cities of Virginia. . . . Others 
appealed to his clemency, to his magnanimity, and to his hopes of 
future political promotion as . • . motives for his intervention in 
behalf of the convicted felons. Another class (and among these were 
letters from men of national reputation) besought him to pardon 
them on the ground of public policy." 14 

. But even in the South there were two voices, those that 
were for execution of the sentence, and those that wished 
mercy to be shown. U Like the neighboring population, we 
go in for a summary vengeance," said the Savannah Repub
lican. U A terrible example should be made, that will stand 
out as a beacon-light in all time to come." 81 .. Virginia and the 
South are ready to face all the consequences of the execution 
of old Brown and his confederates," wrote the Richmond 
Whig:! 

"Though it convert the whole Northern people, without an ex
ception, into furious, armed abolition invaders, yet old Brown will 
be hung I That is the stem and irreversible decree, not only of the 
authorities of Virginia, but of the PEOPLE of Virginia, without a dis
senting voice. And, therefore, Virginia, and the people of Virginia, 
will treat with the contemrt they deserve, all the crtJVen appeals of 
Northern men in behalf 0 old Brown's pardon. The miserable old 
Irai,lorana murderer belongs to the gallows, and the gallows will have 
its own."· 
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These sentiments were shared in the North by the New 
York ObsenJer, the organ of the Presbyterians, and the Herald, 
of course, could see no reason why the law should not claim 
its victims. 

But there were other voices in both sections. Thus the 
New York Journal of Commerce, rabidly pro-slavery and bit
ter in its denunciations of Brown, thought that: 

"To hang a fanatic is to make a martyr of him and fledge another 
brood of the same sort. Better send these creatures to the peniten
tiary, and so make of them miserable felons. In the present state 
of the country, the latter course is, no doubt, the wisest; and if 
those men in Virginia who desire to apply the Lynch code to the 
helpless wretches now awaiting trial, reflect for a moment, they 
will perceive the folly of such a course. They would not only dis
grace their State, but place another weapon in the hands of their 
enemies. The murder of Joe Smith did not check Mormonism, but 
rather gave it a new impetus; nor would the hanging of scores of 
Abolitionists have any better effect. Monsters are hydra-headed, 
and decapitation only quickens vitality, and power of reproduc
tion."" 

. The Liberator, which was the particular abomination of the 
Journal of Commerce, was for once of the same opinion. .. It 
will be a terribly losing day for all Slavedom," wrote Mr. 
Garrison, "when John Brown and his associa,tes are brought 
to the gallows." II From the Berryville, Virginia, Clarke Jour
nal came this wise warning: 

II As a Christian people we are bound to respect the motives of the 
sincere and conscientious, however mistaken. We do not care to 
weaken our position by shedding the blood of such and giving them 
no time for repentance, if we can free ourselves from their annoyance 
by their confinement, as we would confine a mad dog. But blood for 
blood has been shed - more blood on their side than on ours. It is 
now only a question of policy as to the further proceeding. Will it do 
more good to go on shedding blood while we can find any to shed, or 
to stop now and confine the rest for life? Our judgment is -and 
we are bound to give it, if every subscriber stops his paper, as we 
have been threatened to some extent - in favor of the latter. More 
good can be done, as a pure question of policy, by staying the effu
sion of blood. Now, if this be treason, make the most of it. We will 
be as ready to die for a conviction as John Brown. As a pure ques
tion of policy, we have most to gain by a moderate, placable, con
servative course. • • • But now the deed is done, and blood has 
been shed in return, and a few are fugitives_ and outcasts on the 
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earth, and the rest are in chains and dungeons. How much more 
can a generous, magnanimous people ask? HO'IIJ wiU it appear in 
lie eyes 0/ the world, the un favoring world to slavery, to ask more 
-ef1e1J to lie lasl drop 0/ their blood? We must remember that but 
a small part of the Christian and civilized world are on our side in 
regard to Slavery."· 

A Kentucky newspaper, the Frankfort Yeoman, held simi
lar views: 

"If old John Brown is executed, there will be thousands to dip 
their handkerchiefs in his blood; relics of the martyr will be paraded 
throughout the North ••• and Governor Wise would be compared 
to Julian the Apostate or to Graham of Claverhouse. • . • If a Eu
ropean despot . • • can strike the chains from thousand of captives 
• • • think of the shame that must rest upon the commonwealth of 
Virginia ••• if her security demands and receives the blood of one 
old brave bad man." 10 

I Among the thousands of other letters prophesying, threat
ening, imploring or arguing for John Brown's life, none was 
more interesting than that from Fernando \Vood, the notori
ous New York politician, soon to be chosen for the third time 
mayor of the city in which he wrote: 

"Your proceedings and conduct thus far in the matter of the 
conspiracy at Harper's Ferry meets with general approval, and 
elicits commendation from your enemies. The firmness and mod
eration which has characterized your course cannot be too highly 
applauded and today you stand higher than any other man in the 
Union. Now, my friend, dare you do a bold thing and temper tjus
tice with Mercy'? Have you nerve enough to send Brown to the 
States Prison instead of hanging him? Brown is looked upon here 
as the mere crazy or foolhardy emissary of other men. Circum
stances create a sympathy for him even with the most ultra friends 
of the South. I am of this latter class, as by recent speeches you 
may have observed. No southern man could go further than myself 
in behalf of southern rights, but yet were I the Governor of Virginia, 
Brown should not be hung, though Seward should be if I could 
catch him. And in such a course my conduct would be governed 
by sound policy. The South will gain by showing that it can be 
magnanimous to a fanatic in its power. We who fight its battles 
can gain largely by pointing to such an instance of t chivalry.'" 11 

Governor Wise's reply is SO characteristic of the man, and 
states so clearly the reasons which actuated· him, in refusing 
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to urge clemency: or mitigation of sentence upon the Legis
lature, - which alone had the power to so act in treason 
cases, although the Governor's language conveys a different 
impression,- that it merits consideration here: 

RICBIIOND VA Nov. 4th, 1859. -
My DEAR SIR, - I have duly received and weighed every word of 

your letter. I give it all credit for good motive and good morals, 
and as suggesting what perhaps is good policy. Now,listen to me, 
·for my mind is inflexibly made up. 

Had I reached Harpers Ferry before these men were captured 
(and I would have reached there in time, had I been forwarded as I 
ought to have been from Washington & the relay house), I would 
have proclaimed martial law , have stormed them in the quickest pos
sible time, have given them no quarter, and if any had survived, I 
would have tried and executed them under sentence of Court Martial. 
But I was too late. The prisoners were captives, and I then deter
mined to protect them to the uttermost of my power, and I did 
protect them with my own person. I escorted them to prison and 
placed around them such a force as to overawe Lynch-law. Every 
comfort was given them by my orders. And they have been scrupu
lously afforded a fair and speedy trial, with every opportunity of 
defence for crimes, which were openly perpetrated before the eyes 
of hundreds and as openly confessed. They could escape conviction 
only by technical exceptions, and the chances for these they had to 
a greater degree by the expedition of prosecution. And the crimes 
deliberately done by them are of the deepest and darkest kind which 
can be committed against our people. Brown, the chief leader, has 
been legally and fairly tried and convicted and admits the humanity 
of his treatment as a prisoner, the truth of the indictment and the 
truthfulness of the witnesses against him. He has been allowed 
excess of counsel, and the freedom of speech beyond any prisoner 
known to me in our trials. It was impossible not to convict him. 
He is sentenced to be hung; - that is the sentence of a mild code 
humanely adjudged and requires no duty from me except to see that 
it be executed. I have to sign no death warrant. If the Executive 
interposes at all, it is to pardon. And to pardon him I have received 
petitions, prayers, threats, from almost every free State in the 
Union. From honest patriotic men like yourself, many of them, I 
am warned that hanging will make him a Martyr. Ah! - Will it?
Why? - The obvious answer to that question shows me above any
thing the necessity for hanging him. You ask: - .. Have you nerve 
enough to send Brown to States Prison for life instead of hanging 
him?" - Yes,if I did n't think he ought to be hung and that I would 
be inexcusable for mitigating his punishment. I could do it without 
flinching, without a quiver of a muscle against a universal clamor 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



JOHN BROWN 

for his life. But was it ever known before that it would be impolitic 
for a state to execute her laws against the highest crimes without 
bringing down upon herself the vengeance of a public sentiment 
outside of her limits and hostile to her laws? - Is it so that it is 
wisely said to her that she had better spare a murderer, a robber, 
a traitor, because public sentiment elsewh~re will glorify an insur
rectionist with Martyrdom? If so it is time to do execution upon 
him and all like him. And I therefore say to you firmly that I have 
precisely the nerve enough to let him be executed with 'the certainty 
of his condemnation. He shall be executed as the law sentences him, 
and his body shall be delivered over to surgeons, and await the 
resurrection without a grave in our soil. I have shown him all the 
mercy which humanity can claim. 

Yours truly 
HENRY A. WISE.-

; HON. F. WOOD. ' 

- This last threat Governor Wise thought better of later on.· 
But his purpose not to interfere with the court's decree, or to 
use his influence with the Legislature, was not to be changed. 
Two days after his answer to Fernando Wood, he wrote to 
Andrew Hunter, at Charlestown: U I wish you to understand, 
confidentially, that I will not reprieve or pardon one man notI1 

after the letters I have rec'd from the North."" After Brown's 
death, in a message to the Legislature of December 5, 1859, 
Governor Wise officially put on paper more elaborate reasons 
for his position." He admitted in this message, however, as 
to the raid, that, 

U causes and influences lie behind it more potent far than the little 
band of desperadoes who were sent ahead to kindle the sparks of a 

• Among the letters received by Govemor Wiee was one from Dr. Lewis A. 
Sayre, of New York, suggesting dissection as part of the punishment; and the 
following ghoulish note from a Virginia professor to Andrew Hunter is worthy of 
preeervation: -

RICIUIOND, Nov. 1,1859. DEAa Sla,-We desire, if Brown and his coadjutoR 
are executed, to add their heads to the collection in our museum. If the transfer
ence of the bodies will not exceed a cost of five dollaR each, we should also be glad 
to have them. This request will, of course, not interfere with any clemency which 
it may be found desirable to extend to thoee convicted. Attention to this request 
will confer a great favor. 

A. E. PBncoLAs, M. D • 
. -., Prof Anat at Med. 

College of Va. 
Theee two letteR are respectiftly in the Tatham Collection and in the M88I8-

chuaetts Historical Society. 
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general conflagration. • • • Indeed, if the miserable convicts were 
the only conspirators against our peace and safety, we might have 
forgiven their offences and constrained them only by the grace of 
pardon. But an entire social and sectional sympathy has incited 
their crimeS and now rises in rebellion and insurrection, to the 
height of sustaining and justifying their enormity." 

Obviously, if the" miserable convicts" were merely the petty 
tools of a great and monstrous "rebellion and insurrection," 
the Governor's flight of rhetoric to Fernando \Vood was un
called for; it was then perfectly proper for Virginia to take 
cognizance in her actions of public sentiment elsewhere, and 
to be guided by her interpretation of it in her punishment of 
those Abolition "tools." It has never been considered im
politic for a State to have due regard for outside sentiment 
when that was, as Governor Wise insisted in the case of 
Virginia, menacing its very existence. 

As to the appeal to his magnanimity, the Governor said in 
this message: U I know of no magnanimity which is so in
humane, . . • which would tum felons like these, proud and 
defiant in their guilt, loose again on a border already tom by 
a fanatical and sectional strife which threatens the liberties 
of the white even more than it does the bondage of the black 
race." Then there was the question of making a martyr of 
Brown. To this the Governor's reply was: 

uTo hang would be no more martyrdom than to incarcerate the 
fanatic. The sympathy would have asked on and on for liberation, 
and to nurse and soothe him whilst life lasted, in prison. His state of 
health would have been heralded weekly, as from a palace, visitors 
would have come affectedly reverent, to see the shorn felon at hard 
labor, the work of his hands would have been sought as holy relics, 
and his pard-colored dress would have become, perhaps, a uniform 
for the next band of marauders." • 

• Mr. F. E. Spinner, of Worcester, used to tett of one occasion when Governor 
Wise and Senator Mason heard Thaddeus Stevens, the Pennsylvania Congress
man, endorse Governor Wise's action. At the Relay House, the Southerners took 
seats opposite Mr. Spinner and Congressman Stevens. As the former related it: 
"They said things that displeased us. I said to Mr. Stevens that it was a pity that 
Brown had not been sentenced to prison for life, instead of being made a martyr 
by hanging. Mr. Stevens had evidently longed for an opportunity to give the 
two eminent Virginia statesmen a shot in return, and turned to me and said in a 
loud voice: 'No, sir, he ought to have been hung for attempting to capture Vir
ginia with a dozen white men, five negroes and an old cow.' 'Why, sir,' he said, 
'he ought to have taken at least 1M,,,,,.,,, W luIH t:tmqtI,,111 Vi'V_iG.''' 
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" A pertinent answer to this is that there was such a thing 
possible as solitary confinement, and that not every jail per
mits the recording of its prisoners' health or doings, or their 
being the object of pilgrimage. In brief, the Governor's logic 
is not convincing. After the lapse of fifty years, it still ap
pears bad tactics and policy to have made a martyr of John 
Brown, save on the theory that secession and war were in
evitable and might as well be hastened.* Nothing could so 
have solidified Northern sentiment just at that moment as 
John Brown on the scaffold; nor made men in that section 
who had, heretofore, refused to take sides, search their hearts 
and decide whether they were for or against human bondage. 
From that time, no one could get away from the slavery and, 
soon, the secession issue, try as "he might. It is idle, of course, 
to expect that Governor Wise should have foreseen the John 
Brown song. Yet, afterwards, when leading his gallant troops 
against their conquerors from the North, the Governor might 
sometimes have wished that his enemies were not profiting so 
much by the mighty battIe hymn in regard to John Brown's 
soul. For it sent them, thrilling and inspired, to many a bat
tlefield, as ready to die for freedom as had been the man whose 
name was on their lips. 

There was still one more reason for clemency urged on 
Brown's behalf - his alleged insanity. The despatch received 
on the second day of his trial by his counsel, Lawson Botts, 
read thus: 

AKRON, 0810, Thursday, 
Oct. 27, 1859. 

To C. J. FAULKNER and LAWSON BOTTS: 
John Brown, leader of the insurrection at Harper's Ferry, and 

several of his family, have resided in this county many years. In
sanity is hereditary in that family. His mother's sister died with it, 
and a daughter of that sister has been two years in a lunatic asylum. 
A son and daughter of his mother's brother have also been confined 
in the lunatic asylum, and another son of that brother is now insane 
and under close restraint. These facts can be conclusively proven 

• John Sherman, when Secretary of State, wrote December 27, 1897, to the 
Rev. Elijah B. Jones at Owatomia, Minn.: "It would have been wiser to have 
kept him [John Brown] in confinement, rather than to execute him as was done 
for his Virginia raid." This is the view of Judge Roger A. Pryor, a bellicose Vir
ginia Congressman at the time of John Brown'. raid. latera gallant Confederate 
aoldier. and long an eminent New York jurist. 
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by witnesses residing here, who will doubtless attend the trial if 
desired. 

A. H. LEWIS.-

Mr. Lewis was vouched for by the Akron telegraph operator 
who sent the message. On receiving it, Mr. Botts and Mr. 
Green, his associate, read it to Brown, who at once absolutely 
declined to avail himself of this possible means of escape from 
the hangman. Not even to save his life would he consent to 
have the sacrifices already made minimized, and his entire 
twenty years' war upon slavery written down as the mere 
mania of a lunatic. He informed his counsel that there was 
no insanity on his father's side, but admitted that there were 
repeated instances of mental derangement on his mother's 
side, that his first wife was similarly afflicted, and two of her 
sons Uohn Brown, Jr., and Frederick) at times. Some of the 
statements in the telegram he knew to be correct; others were 
new to him. Mr. Botts informed the court of John Brown's 
refusal to avail himself of the plea of insanity, and of his igno
rance that any effort was being made in Ohio along these 
lines until the despatch was read to him. As Mr. Botts con
cluded his statement, the prisoner, raising himself up on his 
couch, said: 

"I will add, if the Court will allow me, that I look upon it as a 
miserable artifice and pretext of those who ought to take a differ
ent course in regard to me, if they took any at all, and I view it 
with contempt more than otherwise. As I remarked to Mr. Green, 
insane persons, so far as my experience goes, have but little ability 
to judge of their own sanity; and if I am insane, of course I should 
think I know more than all the rest of the world. But I do not 
think so. I am perfectly unconscious of insanity, and I reject, so 
far as I am capable, any attempt to interfere in my behalf on that 
score." -

The matter did not, however, rest here. On November 7, 
Mr. Griswold, of Brown's counsel, wrote to the Governor, 
enclosing a petition and affidavit from one Thompson, af
firming the charge of insanity, and added: 

"Whether any further effort will be made to obtain Brown's par
don, or a commutation of his sentence on the ground of insanity, I do 
not know, I am in communication with no person on this SUbject. 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



508 JOHN BROWN 

But I avail myself of this occasion to say that my conviction is that, 
on Questions connected with slavery and the liberation of the slave, 
he is insane." 87 _ 

Governor 'Vise responded that a plea of insanity could be 
filed at any time before conviction or sentence," and wrote 
an admirable letter to Dr. Stribling, Superintendent of the· 
Lunatic Asylum of Staunton, Virginia, ordering him to pro
ceed to Charlestown and examine the prisoner, saying: "If 
the prisoner is insane he ought to be cured, and if not insane 
the fact ought to be vouched in the most reliable form, now 
that it is questioned under oath and by counsel since con
viction." " 

Unfortunately, the impetuous l.1OVernOr countermanded 
these instructions, and the letter was never sent. This was 
a genuine misfortune, for the word of so eminent an alienist 
would have done much to answer the question which has puz
zled men and will continue to puzzle some, as long as the story 
of John Brown is told. On the 23d of November, Governor 
Wise received in Washington, from George H. Hoyt himself, 
nineteen affidavits that, on the advice of Montgomery Blair, 
had been· collected by him in Ohio. loo The good friends and 
relatives there were not willing that Brown should go to the 
scaffold if they could prevent it. To save him, they gladly 
laid bare some sad family secrets. These affidavits varied, 
so far as John Brown himself was concerned, from statements 
that he was occasionally insane, of an "unbalanced mind," 
a monomaniac, to outright assertions that he had been clearly 
insane for the previous twenty-four years. But on the family 
record they all agreed. These generous admissions of nearest 
of kin proved that, aside from other cases of less serious de
rangement, Brown's grandmother on the maternal side, after 
lingering six years in hopeless insanity, had died insane; that 
of his grandmother's children, Brown's uncles and aunts, 
two sons and two daughters were intermittently insane, while 
a third daughter had died hopelessly lunatic; that Brown's 
only sister, her daughter and one of his brothers were at in
tervals deranged; and that of six first cousins, two were occa
sionally mad, two had been discharged from the state luna
tic asyluDl after repeated commitments, while two more were 
at the time in close restraint, one of these being a hopeless 
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case. This is a fearful record, and one surely grave enough 
to have warranted the employing of alienists to make certain 
that Justice, in her blindness, did not execute an irresponsi
ble man. 

But the Governor failed to act. It was then too late for the 
issue to be raised legally, for there was no procedure by which 

. the question of sanity could be raised after the sentence had 
been confirmed by the Court of Appeals. Governor Wise 
had, moreover, personally reached a decision on the point, 
after repeatedly seeing and conversing with the prisoner to 
whom he owes so much of his fame. "As well as I can know 
the state of mind of anyone," the Governor declared to the 
Virginia Legislature, 

U I know that he was sane, and remarkably sane, if quick and clear 
perception, if assumed rational premises and consecutive reasoning 
from them, if cautious tact in avoiding disclosures and in cover
ing conclusions and inferences, if memory and conception and 
practical common sense, and if composure and self-possession are 
evidence of a sound state of mind. He was more sane than his 
prompters and promoters, and concealed well the secret which made 
him seem to do an act of mad impulse, by leaving him without his 
backers at Harper's Ferry; but he did not conceal his contempt for 
the cowardice which did not back him better than with a plea of 
insanity, which he spumed to put in at his trial at Charlestown." 

No historian of John Brown can fail to take note of the facts 
in the affidavits, and to scrutinize the life of his subject in 
the light thus cast upon his inheritance from one line of his 
progenitors. If it could be roundly declared that he was par
tially or wholly deranged, it would be easy to explain away 
those of his acts which at times bafHe an interpreter of this 
remarkable personality, - the Pottawatomie murders, for 
instance. But this cannot be done. Governor Wise was cor
rect in his estimate of John Brown's mentality; the final 
proof is the extraordinary series of letters written by him in 
jail after his doom was pronounced. No lunatic ever penned 
such elevated and high-minded, and such consistent epistles. 
If to be devoted to one idea, or to a single cause, is to be 
a monomaniac, then the world owes much of its progress 
toward individual and racial freedom to lunacy of this variety. 
If John Brown was insane on the subject of slavery, so were 
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Lucretia Mott and Lydia Maria Child, while Garrison and 
Phillips and HoraCe Greeley should never have been allowed 
to go at large. That their methods of advancing their joint 
cause differed from John Brown's violent ones, in no wise 
argues that he went beyond the bounds of sound reason in 
his efforts for freedom for the blacks. If J ohu Browp was 
the victim of an idk fixe, so was Martin Luther, and so were 
all the martyrs to freedom of faith. But, examining his record 
day by day, weighing all the actions of a life of great activity, 
and reading the hundreds of letters from his pen which have 
survived to this hour, the conclusion is inevitable that, how
ever bad his judgment at times, however wild the planless 
assault on Harper's Ferry, John Brown himself had escaped 
the family taint, - and this despite the kindly affidavits of 
those who wished to save him from the gallows. Moreover, 
while lunatics have often for a time imposed their will upon 
weaker intellects, persuaded them that fancied wrongs were 
real, and nerved them to acts of violence, John Brown lived 
too long and too intimately with many men to have been 
able to mislead them always. The paranoiac invariably be
trays himself at last. But the man who sacrifices business 
prospects, a quiet orderly life, his family's happiness, and 
the lives of himself and his children, in a crusade which the 
world has since declared to have been righteous as to its 
object, cannot, because of his devotion to that purpose, be 
adjudged a maniac - else asylums for the insane have played 
too small a part in the world's history. Dr. Starry, the gallant 
physician of Harper's Ferry, said, years after the raid, that 
such devotion as Brown's followers had for him he, Dr. Starry, 
had never beheld before or since. "They perfectly worshipped 
the ground the old fellow trod on." 101 The hard-headed, able 
Americans, like Stevens, Kagi, Cook and Gill, who lived with 
John Brown month in and month out and were ready to die 
with him, worshipped no lunatic. 
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CHAPTER XIV 

BY MAN SHALL HIS BLOOD BE SHED 

MANY of them veterans of a hundred frontier roils or dan
gerous anti-slavery undertakings, it was not to be expected 
that John Brown's friends and supporters would see him go 
to his death at the hands of the assaulted Virginians without 
lifting a finger in his behalf. No sooner was he safely in jail 
in Charlestown, and his recovery from his wounds certain, 
than plotting for. a rescue began. To the Kansas Free State 
fighters, capture by Border Ruffian forces or incarceration in 
a Southern prison did not imply that they were beyond hope 
of escape. At the hour of Brown's raid, Dr. John Doy, who 
had been rescued from the St. Joseph, Missouri, jail just in 
time to avoid serving five years in the penitentiary at Jeffer
son, was touring the North and lecturing on slavery as he 
had found it. What Kansans had done, Kansans could do 
again, and Massachusetts men, too. 

The first to move were John W. Le Barnes and Thomas 
Wentworth Higginson. The latter's interest was to have 
been expected, because of his militant record. Other clergy
men might feel scruples about taking up arms when wearing 
the garb of the church and teaching the doctrines of the Prince 
of Peace, but Mr. Higginson had none. He sympathized not 
at all with the Garrison school of non-resistant Abolitionists, 
and he had unbounded physical and moral courage. For in
stance, on May 26, 1854, Mr. Higginson and a sturdy negro 
were the first of the men who broke down the door of the Bos
ton court-house, in a brave but vain attempt to save Anthony 
Bums, a fugitive slave, from being returned to slavery. Mr. 
Higginson, unarmed as he was, attacked the policemen and 
deputies within the jail. As he did so, a shot rang out and 
one of the deputies fell dead, - the first Massachusetts man 
to lose his life in the contest over slavery.! 

As already related, Mr. Le Barnes engaged George H. Hoyt 
to go to Harper's Ferry, ostensibly as counsel, but really as 
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aspy, to see if the prison could be stormed and Brown and 
his fellow prisoners set free. As soon as Hoyt had obtained 

• access to John Brown, he revealed to him the plan of rescue 
then under way in Massachusetts, and urged him to coOper
ate to the fullest extent. But in the tone of command which 
had never permitted debate on the plains of Kansas, John 
Brown made it clear to Hoyt that he would lend himself to 
no scheme of rescue. That same night, October 28, Hoyt 
wrote to his employer that Brown II positively refused his 
consent to any such plan;" J and what he said to Hoyt, the 
prisoner repeated on the day of his sentence to Judge Thomas 
Russell, of Boston, and Mrs. Russell, and later on to his old 
Free State friend, S. C. Pomeroy, subsequently Senator from 
Kansas.' The chimney in Brown's prison-room was enormous; 
two men could easily have got up or down it. Jurist as he 
was, Judge Russell looked at it and groaned: II Two good 
Yankees could get these men out and away so easily!" But 
Brown was II calm and at peace;" his words "measured and 
quiet;" the longings of his visitors kindled no response in 
kind. ' Besides his vision of what his death would mean to 
his cause, he felt under moral obligation to his jailer, Cap
tain John Avis, for many kindnesses received. To him he had 
already given his pledge not to attempt to escape.' 

His positive prohibition, conveyed through Hoyt, did not, 
however, check the ardor of his friends. Le Barnes, F. B. San
born, James Redpath, R. J. Hinton and T. W. Higginson 
kept up their plotting until November 28, Higginson vainly 
hoping that, since Brown's sentence had not been commuted, 
he might change his mind about desiring aid.' Even a second 
and more emphatic warning from Hoyt failed to deter them. 
Writing on October 30 to Le Barnes, the young lawyer said: 

.. There is no chance of his [Brown's] ultimate escape; there is no
thing but the most unmitigated failure, & the saddest consequences 
which it is possible to conjure, to ensue upon an attempt at rescue. 
The county all around is guarded by armed patrols & a large body 
of troops are constantly under arms. If you hear anything about 
such an attempt, for Heaven's sake do not fail 10 reswain the enUr
/Wise." 7 

In his ardor for a rescue, Mr. Higginson bethought himself 
of the grief-stricken family at North Elba, and decided to 
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induce Mrs. Brown to visit her husband and urge him to give 
his consent to an attempt to free him. This he was successful 
in doing.' Mrs. Brown left North Elba in his company 011 

November 2, and went direct to Boston, where funds were 
found to forward her to Harper's Ferry by way of Philadel
phia, from which place she was escorted to Baltimore by J. 
Miller McKim, a leading Philadelphia Abolitionist.' As soon, 
however, as Brown learned that his wife was on the way, 
he telegraphed to Mr. Higginson through George Sennott l ' 

not to let her come.· She was finally reached by telegram at 
Baltimore, on the morning of November 8, just as she was 
about to take a Harper's Ferry train,l1 and there ended this 
effort to move from his purpose a man who was as impregnable 
as Gibraltar when his mind was made up. Whether Brown 
had received an inkling of his wife's real purpose is not clear. 
He wrote thus to Mr. Higginson, in explanation of Mr. Sen
nott's telegram, on the 9th of November: 

If my wife were to come here just now it would only lend to dis
tract her mind TEN FOLD; and would only add to my aflliction; and 
can not possibly do me any good. It will also use up the scanty means 
she has to supply Bread & cheap but comfortable clothing, fuel, &c 
for herself & children through the winter. Do PERSUADE her to re
main at home for a time (at least) till she can learn further from me. 
She will receive a thousand times the consolation AT HOME that she 
can possibly find elsewhere. I have just written her there & will 
write her CONSTANTLY. Her presence here would deepen my affliction 
a thousand fold. I beg of her to be calm and submissive; & not to go 
wild on my account. I lack for nothing & was feeling Quite cheerful 
before I heard she talked of coming on - I ask her to compose her 
mind & to remain quiet till the last of this month; out of pity to me. 
I can certainly judge better in the matter than anyone ELSE. My 
warmest thanks to yourself and all other kind friends. 

God bless you all. Please send this line to my aJllicted wife by first 
possible conveyance. 

Your Friend in truth 
JOHN BROWN.11 

George L. Steams, of Boston, was the first to tum to Kansas 
for aid. He wrote immediately after the raid to Charles J en
nison and James Stewart, two of the boldest "jayhawkers" 
in Kansas, urging them to help Brown escape, and author-

• Mr. Sennott's message read: "Mr. Brownsaya for God's sake don't let Mn. 
Brown come. Send ber word by telepapb wherever .be it. " __ 
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izing them to draw on him for funds if there was anything 
they could do. II They do not seem to have acted. Captain 
James Montgomery and Silas C. Soule, who had played an 
important part in the rescue of Dr. John Doy, are erroneously 
believed to have come East promptly and looked over the 
field. But, as Soule! did not meet Montgomery until he pre
sented a letter of introduction from James H. Lane on De
cember 27, it is obvious that they could not have been East 
together in November.' It is certain that women figured 
in the Kansas plans, as well as in the Massachusetts one. A 
Miss Mary Partridge, of a fighting Free State family of Linn 
County,. whose brother George was killed at Osawatomie 
while fighting under Brown, was selected to visit him in his 
cell at Charlestown, to convey information of the plans if it 
could be given to the captive in no other way. Miss Partridge 
was to throw her arms around Brown's neck and, while em
bracing him most affectionately, was to get into his mouth a 
billet giving the plan of campaign and the time of the attempt. 
Miss Partridge was ready and willing to go to Virginia, but 
Brown's attitude and the physical and financial difficulties 
in the way relieved her of the necessity of venturing to Har
J)er's Ferry." 

To Lysander Spooner, an active Abolitionist of Boston, 
belongs the credit of devising, early in November, an au
dacious scheme of retaliation upon the South for the sen
tencing to death of John Brown, which, had it been carried 
into execution, would, as Higginson put it at the time, have 
terrified the South as much as the Harper's Ferry affair. 1I 

I t was nothing less than a plan to kidnap Governor Wise 
some evening in Richmond; to carry him aboard a sea-going 
tug, and hold him either on the high seas, or in some secret 
Northern place, as hostage for the safety of Brown. That 
so buccaneering a scheme, worthy of the imagination of a 
Marryat or a Cooper, should have been seriously considered 
by sober-minded Boston men of the middle of the nineteenth 
century, shows clearly how rapidly the U irrepressible con
f1ict" was approaching. Their passionate hatred of slavery 
had led them to sanction Brown's armed attack upon it; their 
disappointment and grief over his failure and capture made 
no scheme of revenge too wild for their consideration. They 
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actually planned, in time of profound peace, to steal by night 
into the capitol of a friendly State and carry off its Chief 
Executive; and there is good reason to believe that dauntlesS 
spirits like those of Le Bames and Higginson would have set 
the undertaking afoot, had it been possible to raise the iarge 
sum of money necessary. They were willing to imitate Brown 
and Hcarry the war into Africa;" if the government was not 
ready to begin war on the South for the freedom of the slaves, 
there was no hesitation on their part. Looking back on it 
now, Mr. Higginson says truly that Hit seems almost incredi
ble that any condition of things should have turned honest 
American men into conscientious law-breakers." 11 Only a 
few people were able, in the heat of the moment, to realize 
that this lawless spirit was as clear an indication of the im~ 
pending upheaval as were those acts of lawlessness like the 
Boston Tea-Party and the burning of the schooner Gaspee, 
which preceded the Revolution. 

Spooner first broached the Wise plot to Le Barnes in Bos~ 
ton.17 Recourse was had, before the middle of November, to 
Higginson, who, having been for some years a stockholder 
in a yacht, the Flirt, kept in commission to aid incoming. 
fugitive slaves and circumvent slave-catchers,18 was not with
out sympathy for a maritime adventure. Spooner was able 
to report to him within a week that Le Barnes had discovered 
a reliable man •• who will undertake to find the men, a pilot,. 
and a boat, for the Richmond expedition, if the necessary 
money can be had. . • • Will you not come down at once,. 
and help to move men here to furnish the money .... We 
can do nothing without you. Do not fail to come."I' By No
vember 22, Le Bames wrote 10 that he had no doubt that the 
arrangements could be made, Hit is the money that is uncer
tain." His agent was in the shipping business and could fur
nish the tug and crew needed without causing comment, par- . 
ticularly if it were offered for sale at Richmond, because tugs 
were just then in great demand there. Other details he set 
forth as follows: 

"Tug will cost $5000 to $7000, to steam 15 to 18 knots an hour. 
There is only one gunboat on the station, (whether in the Bay or 
not, is not precisely known.) But this makes only 13 knots; & there 
is nothing else as fast in those waters. The pilot knows aU the 
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rivers of that region thoroughly. The expedition would cost ten to 
fifteen thousand dollars. $10,000 wd be necessary to start with, with 
more, (say proceeds of sale of boat) promised in case of success. 
This, if it were necessary to hire hands. If the men volunteered, 
the expenses, aside from the security of the boat would not exceed 
$2000." 

But I.e Barnes declared that he would not go himself, and 
did not "wish any of our men led into it," although if a safe 
agreement could be reached with "professional men," he 
would make the arrangements. With money the thing could 
be done, but the money was the rub. Where could it be had? 
He himself had been to see "W. P." [Wendell Phillips], who 
was in favor, "if our men will go." "W. I." [Bowditch] would 
contribute to the project if it was undertaken, but "H. I." 
[Bowditch] was opposed. I.e Barnes himself was impressed 
with the fact that" success would be brilliant - defeat fatally 
inglorious." He had, moreover, doubts as to whether the suc
cessful kidnapping of Wise would save John Brown. It was, 
after all, the judge who issued the warrant of death and 
saw to its execution, not the Governor. Still, if nothing else 
could be done, he was for attempting the scheme. II Grad
ually, however, the hopelessness of raising the money became 
patent, and upon this obstacle the scheme was wrecked. I.e 
Barnes was one of the last to give it up; but gradually he 
devoted himself to the alternative plan of a deliberate over
land invasion of Charlestown. This he was personally quite 
willing to join. II 

Some German-born lovers of liberty in New York, who had 
fought tyranny in their native land, were brought together 
in a meeting on November 22," and agreed to take part in 
an attack on the prison. In a short time, "a hundred or more" 
men were reported to the Boston conspirators as ready to go 
as a reinforcement to the Ohioans who, so rumor said, were 
preparing to move on Charlestown under John Brown, Jr. 
But if it should prove that there were no Ohio men ready to 
lead, only "from IS to 20 or 25" were prepared to follow I.e 
Barnes, Hinton and the Kansas leaders." BySunday,Novem
ber 27, the plan was to rendezvous some distance from Charles
town, to make a cross-country rush on that town, and, after 
freeing the prisoners, to seize the horses of the cavalry com .. 
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panies and escape. The attack was to be either on Wednesday, 
November 30, or on December 2, the day of the execution, 
"at the hour," and Le Barnes reported from New York that 
the men were confident of success, "strange as it may seem 
to us." II Dr. Howe suggested that they be armed with "Or_ 
sini" bombs and hand-grenades, in lieu of artillery. With 
these weapons he felt sure they would terrify the Virginia 
chivalry on guard in Charlestown." 

Again it became a question merely of funds. The rescuers 
wanted one hundred dollars apiece, and an agreement that 
the survivors would be provided for in places of safety, and 
that the families of all would be taken care of. For this pur
pose, fifteen hundred or two thousand dollars was needed by 
Tuesday morning the 29th, and five hundred or a thousand 
dollars the day after. Le Barnes demanded also that a definite 
promise be sent on the following day.1f James Redpath had 
been previously selected to go to Ohio to ascertain just what 
was on foot there. But he had delayed his departure, and on 
the day Le Barnes wrote this ultimatum in regard to funds, 
and added, .. I t is for you in Boston to say 'go' or 'stay,' " 
George H. Hoyt, fresh from his achievements as Brown's 
counsel, arrived in Boston from the Western Reserve. He 
reported that nothing whatever was on foot in Ohio. The 
next day, discouraged by Hoyt's news, for he had counted on 
Ohio's stirring, and being unable to raise the needed funds, 
Sanborn in Boston gave up the undertaking and wired to Le 
Barnes to return. This the latter did after telegraphing to 
Higginson, "Object abandoned." Sanborn wrote with a heavy 
heart to that militant clergyman: "So I suppose we must 
give up all hope of saving our old friend." 18 

It must not be thought that the Virginia authorities were 
without a belief that there was plotting going on. In his mes
sage to the Legislature after the execution, Governor Wise 
said: .. I did not remove the prisoners further into the interior, 
because I was determined to show no apprehension of a res
cue; and if the jail of Jefferson had been on the line of theState, 
they would have been kept there, to show that they could 
be kept anywhere chosen in our limits." II But for all this 
bravado after the execution, there is plenty of evidence, be
sides the extraordinary assembling of troops around Brown's. 
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scaffold, to show Wise's anxiety and that of Andrew Hunter. 
Every mail brought to them or to John Brown, whose letters 
they carefully examined and withheld if they saw fit, warn
ings, some more or less fantastic, of an expedition or plan. 
Many were anonymous, others signed by Southern sympa
thizers in the North, and still others were plainly written for 
the sole purpose of alarming and deceiving Governor Wise 
and the military.- From Zanesville, Ohio, "T. A. B." wrote 
that he had seen "between 30 & 36 men, all armed with Colts 
Six Shooters & a Species of home made Bowie knife, well 
calculated to do Exicution," who were to cross the Ohio near 
"Cisterville" with two hundred and seventy others and arrive 
at Harper's Ferry December I. "Harrisburg" wrote from 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, of a force of armed men who were 
to leave there in time to free Brown on the day of execution. 
The United States marshal at Cleveland forwarded a letter 
from North Bloomfield, Ohio, which reported that John 
Brown, Jr., had boasted that "9000 desperate men" were in 
readiness, and that his father would not be hanged. "Henry" 
wrote from Boston to Brown, in an easily read cipher, that 
"twenty of them left this morning and thirty-three start 
Thursday. They will bring you with them or die." Phila
delphia reported five thousand men armed with "Pike's 
rifles" and four cannon, and New York twenty-five hundred 
men who were to attack Charlestown on December I, - a 
little late, apparently, because, on the day before, eight thou
sand desperate men from Detroit, sworn to rescue Brown 
or die, and more than "armed to the teeth," were to fire ten 
shots a minute at the jail guards from their new-style carbines. 

Some of these missives Hunter endorsed, "Contemptible 
nonsense," others he marked, "Consider." To John Brown 
himself the threatening letters caused nothing but annoyance. 
"He protests against them," reported the special correspond
ent of the Richmond Despatch on November II, "and feels 
unwilling to believe that they proceed from his own friends." 
To the correspondent of the Tribune he thus expressed him
self on November 4: "I do not know that I ought to encour
age any attempt to save my life. I am not sure that it would 
not be better for me to die at this time." • He told one of his 

• Henry Ward Beecher had said five days before: "Let DO man pray that Brown 
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~ards, not long before his execution, that his friends would 
surely have attempted his rescue in the first few weeks, had 
they known how small a guard was on duty, but that he hoped 
and trusted no effort would then be made. It But Governor 
Wise actualJy thought it advisable to tum over to the mili
tary a wen-written letter from Lewisburg, Union County, 
Pennsylvania, telling of the organization of "The Noble Sons 
of Liberty," numbering about five hundred and led by "Capt. 
James Smeny, alias Limber Jim, the ultra-abolitionist." Its 
members were to drop into Charlestown and adjacent places 
by ones and twos, and then on a given signal storm the jail. 
This was one of the letters that led to the extending of the 
pickets welJ outside of the town. Some of the sentries were 
a full mile from their quarters, and it took an hour and forty 
minutes to post the guard.1I Under Mr. Hunter's advice, 
the old Southern system of mounted patrols was established 
in every precinct of the county. II 

Before that took place, however, there had been a bad scare 
at Harper's Ferry, on October 26, the superintendent of the 
arsenal having received "reliable information" that an at
tempt at rescue might be made at night by parties from New 
York and Pennsylvania. President Garrett, of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad, was not willing to run any risks, and him
self called out a company of Maryland militia, the United 
Guards of Frederick, who reached Harper's Ferry fifteen 
strong that evening, with a promise that the rest of the com
pany would arrive in the morning. "There is a strong guard 
on duty," reported that evening to Mr. Garrett his Master 
of Transportation, W. P. Smith, "and I am ordered to 'halt' 
at all points as I move about in the storm and darkness." 
But he added: "The feeling of uncertain dread is very strong, 
and there surely ought to be full and well-organized reliance 
[reserve?] to restore confidence."" That the Charlestown au
thorities were ready to take extreme measures appears from 
a despatch of Colonel J. Lucius Davis, a West Point graduate, 
with a long, flowing beard and of otherwise curious appear
be spared. Let Virginia make him a martyr. Now, he baa only blundered. Hilloul 
was noble; his work miserable. But a cord and a gibbet would redeem all that, and 
round up Brown'. failure with a heroic succesa." See New York HerGld of Octo
ber 31 and November 22. When John Brown read this, he wrote opposite it the 
single word "good." 
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ance, who was the immediate cOmmander of the troops. Tele
graphing to the Secretary of the Commonwealth November 2, 

Colonel Davis said: "We are ready for them. If attack be 
made, the prisoners will be shot by the inside guards." 16 

To add to the nervousness of the authorities, there oc
curred in the neighborhood of Charlestown a number of fires, 
all of them doubtless accidental. They continued through 
November, instances being the burning of the bam and 
stock-yards of Mr. Walter Shirley, three miles from Charles
town, loss four" thousand dollars, and also those of George H. 
Tate and John Bums, all three of whom had been on the jury 
that decided Brown's fate." Judge Lucas's haystack, burned 
about this time, was but one of many that lit up the heav
ens. A shot fired under his window, another night, led to 
the belief that the judge had been marked for assassination, 
and induced the mayor, Thomas C. Green, on November 12, 

to order the removal from Charlestown of all strangers who 
muld not give a satisfactory account of themselves. Among 
those forced to leave on that day were George H. Hoyt, who 
was, however, ready to go, as he had finished his legal work 
for Brown, and a representative of Frank Leslie's Illustrated 
Paper. who was charged with the grave offence of being a 
correspondent of the New York Tribune. IT But the fires con
tinued to be recorded in almost every issue of the Richmond 
papers from November 12 on. The resultant dread and ner
vousness of the citizens were intensified by repeated false 
alarms, some of them given for drill purposes by Colonel 
Davis, until the cry of wolf no longer excited people. aa. 

But the return home of an excited native of Charlestown. 
for some time previously a resident of Kansas. with a report 
that five hundred Kansans were planning a rescue and were 
already on their way, did thoroughly frighten the town. This 
man, a certain Smith Crane, told terrible tales of the band 
of desperadoes who, in Kansas, always had rescued Brown. 
and would again, and reported overhearing a conversation 
in Bellair, Ohio, - whence he had just come, - in which 
conspirators had detailed their plans to come in force and 

• Colonel Davia reported on November 19 that If the majority [of citizens] 
think the recent fires made by local spy companies forming everywhere," -which 
illustrates clearly the panic then prevailing. - Telegram to Governor Wise.
Original in Mr. Edwin Tatham's collection. 
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rescue the prisoner. Curiously enough, Andrew Hunter re
ceived the next day a telegram from Marshal Johnson, of 
Cleveland, saying that a thousand men were arming there. 
The coincidence seemed to confirm Crane's stories, and cree. 
ated much alarm for the time being. Mr. Hunter himself 
was convinced of their truth.· 

That all of this had its effect on Governor "Vise's nerves 
appears clearly in his letter of November 16 to Andrew Hun
ter, which has only recently been brought to light: 

RICHMOND, VA, Nov. 16tb, 1859. 
My DEAR SIR, - Information from every quarter leads to the 

conviction that there is an organized plan to harrass our whole 
slave-border at every point. Day is the very time to commit arson 
with the best chance at detection. No light shines, nor smoke 
shows in daylight before the flame is off & up past putting out. The 
rascal too escapes best by day; he sees best whether he.is not seen, 
and best how to avoid persons pursuing. I tell you those Devils 
are trained in all the Indian arts of predatory war. They come, one 
by one, two by two, in open day, and make you stare that the thing 
be attempted as it was done. But on the days of execution what is to 
become of the borders? Have you tho't of that? 5 or 10,000 people 
flock into Chastown & leave homesteads unguarded! When then 
but most burnings to take place? To prevent this you must get 
all your papers in Jeff: Berk: & Fredk & Morgan & Hamp: to beg 
the people to stay at home & keep guard. Again a promiscuous 
crowd of women & children would hinder troops terribly if an emeute 
of rescue be made; and if our own people will only shoulder arms 
that day & keep thus distinct from strangers the g~ards may be 
prompt to arrest & punish any attempt. I have ordered 200 minie 
muskets to be sent to Charlestown at once with fixed amt" and the 
Cola of Berkely, Jeff: & Fred: to order regt- to be ready at a moment. 
I shall order 400 men under arms. Then, ought there to be more 
than one day of execution? Judge P. ought to have thought of this, 
but he did n't. If C' Appla dont decide before ~ Dec" I'll hang 
Brown. If they do & sustain sentence will it not be best to post
pone his ext" with the rest. He ought to be hung between two ne
groes & there ought n't to be two days of excitement. Again it gives 
Legislature the opportunity of uniting with Executive in hanging 
Brown. Another question. Ought I to be there? It might possibly 
be necessary in order to proc: M. law. Say to Col. Davis that I 
have ordered him to act as CommiSsary Genl for all the troops in 
Jefferson and he must remain & act until we are through. The 
Govl may payout of contingent fund & I gave Mr. Brown the forms 
of U. S. army t'other day, shall of course call on Genl Assembly 
for an appropriation the first week. The guards must be kept up 
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until I(/Il Deer. Watch Harper's Ferry people. Watch, I say, and 
I thought watch when there. Gerritt Smith is a stark madman, DO 
doubt! Gods, what a moral, what a lesson. Whom the Gods wish 
to make mad they first set to setting others to destroying. • . • 

Yrs. truly 
HENRY A. WISE.-

A. HUNTER, ESQ. 

Another outbreak of fear at Harper's Ferry, two days after 
Governor Wise wrote this letter, led him hastily to call out 
four hundred men in Richmond and Petersburg, and go with 
them in person, on November 20, to that place and to Charles
town, which, in great excitement, were momentarily Cl ex_ 
peeting from one to two hundred armed men from the West 
to rescue Brown." ClSend me 500 men armed and equipped, 
instanter. A large body are approaching from Wheeling, 
armed with pikes and revolvers. Pardon haste" - tele
graphed Colonel J. Lucius Davis to Governor Wise. But 
this was too much for that excitable official, who replied: 
CI Be cautious. Commit no mistake to-night. Men will march 
to-morrow morning." U 

One hundred and fifty more soldiers reached Harper's 
Ferry with cannon on November 21, but they were destined 
to stay only a short time, for the impulsive Governor ordered 
them back that night. The railroad men were at a loss to 
know why the Governor had called out so many men, but 
thought he Clmust be in possession of information-we have 
not - to justify him." All except one company were on their 
way back again by the 22d. Four days later, Governor Wise 
began the concentration of troops for the execution, and with 
it came the end of what may truthfully be called the reign of 
terror in Charlestown and Harper's Ferry. n 

Andrew Hunter's state of mind was considerably less fever
ish, but he afterwards admitted his genuine alarm lest the 
none too strong jail be attempted, and urged every possible 
precaution as the day of execution approached, - even to 
the extent of being ready to tear up the railroad tracks." 
Eight days in advance of the event upon which the interest 
of the nation was concentrated, Governor 'Vise sent the fol
lowing orders to Major-General William B. Taliaferro, then 
the commander of the troops in succession to Colonel Davis, 
after promising more soldiers: 
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". . . keep full guard on the line of frontier from Martinsburg to 
Harper's Ferry, on the day of 2d Dec. Warn the inhabitants to arm 
and keep guard and patrol on that day and for days beforehand. 
These orders are necessary to prevent seizure of hostages. Warn 
the inhabitants to stay away and especially to keep the women 
and children at home. Prevent all strangers, and especially all par
ties of strangers from proceeding to Charlestown on 2nd Dec. To 
this end station a guard at Harper's Ferry sufficient to control crowds 
on the cars from East and 'Vest. Let mounted men, except one or 
two companies, remain on guard at the outposts, and keep one 
or two for the purpose of keeping the crowd clear of the outer line 
of military on the day of execution. Form two concentric squares 
around the gallows, and have strong guard at the jail and for 
escort to execution. Let no crowd be near enough to the prisoner 
to hear any speech he may attempt. Allow no more visitors to be 
admitted into the jail." 44 

Greater precautions could hardly have been taken had a 
grave state of war existed, with a menacing and active enemy. 

Not content with the militia forces which he could and 
did assemble, including the cadets from the Virginia Milllrary 
Institute at Lexington, Virginia, one of whose commanders 
was Professor T. J. Jackson, later famous as "Stonewall" 
Jackson, Governor Wise induced President Buchanan again 
to send Colonel Robert E. Lee to Harper's Ferry. He arrived 
there on November 30, and under his command were 264 
artillerymen from Fort Monroe, to guard the bridges and town 
until after the execution. In his appeal to the President, on 
November 25, to keep the peace between the States, Gov
ernor Wise stated that he had information "specific enough 
to be reliable" which convinced him that "an attempt will 
be made to rescue the prisoners, and if that fails, then to seize 
citizens of this State as hostages and victims in case of exe
cution." He himself had called out one thousand militia, 
and if necessary he would "call out the whole available force 
of the State to carry into effect the sentence of our laws on the 
2d and 16th proximo." He added that "places in Maryland, 
Ohio and Pennsylvania have been occupied as depots and 
rendezvous by these desperadoes, unobstructed by guards 
or otherwise to invade this State, and we are kept in continual 
apprehension of outrages from fire and rapine on our bor
ders." 4Ii How unfounded in fact these allegations were, now 
appears clearly. The most careful search fails to reveal, in 
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Ohio or elsewhere, any proof that there were actual conspira
cies of would-be rescuers, save those elsewhere described. In 
insisting that desperadoes had actually occupied rendezvous 
in three States, Governor Wise was merely taking counsel of 

,his fears, and of his largely anonymous informants. Never
theless, he sent copies of his letter to the Governors of those 
States, and by arming and showing his great anxiety, he be
trayed to his, for the greater part unknown, correspondents 
that they had accomplished their end,-the terrifying of the 
great State of Virginia. 

Naturally, President Buchanan, while willing to send Colo
nel Lee to guard United States property at Harper's Ferry, 
characterized Governor Wise's beliefs as .. almost incredible," 
and pointed out that he had no right or power to keep peace 
between the States as suggested. Governor Hicks, of Mary
land, was skeptical, but ready to take some civil and military 
measures to cooperate. Governor Packer, of Pennsylvania, 
correctly characterized the information received by Gov
ernor Wise as Uutterly and entirely without foundation," 
and reminded him sharply that Pennsylvania had done and 
would do her duty. Salmon P. Chase, Governor of Ohio, 
replied that he had heard nothing of any desperadoes assem
bling in Ohio until he received Governor Wise's letter. In 
answer to Wise's threats that Virginia troops might have to 
pursue rescuers into Ohio, Governor Chase gave to Governor 
Wise the information that the laws of the United States pre
scribed the mode in which persons charged with crime es
caping into Ohio might be demanded and surrendered; and he 
added that Ohio under no circumstances would consent to the 
invasion of her territory by armed bodies from other States. 4. 

Hunter and Wise did not cease their emergency prepara
tions, after making their military arrangements. Through 
the former, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad was induced 
to take the most elaborate precautions. A canny Boston 
Yankee, Josiah Perham, had asked the railroad for reduced 
rates for one or two thousand sight-seers, to whom he wished 
to show Brown on the scaffold, and then the sights of 'Wash
ington at the time of the opening of Congress. He asserted 
that he had moved two hundred thousand people in the nine 
previous years without accident and without complaint that 
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">any of them did not behave well." But under Hunter's ad
vice the Baltimore and Ohio declined to profit by this oppor
tunity to make money, on account of the "peculiar relation 
of the criminals to a portion of the Eastern community and 
the great liability. to at least an unpleasant excitement on the 
occasion," - so Mr. Perham was informed. All excursions 
or movements of any number of people as a body were for
bidden. Local passenger traffic from the adjoining towns to 
Harper's Ferry and Charlestown was practically suspended 
on the day before the execution, no tickets being sold save 
to persons well known to the agents. Every intending pas
senger was urged to travel on another day, as every one 
insufficiently provided with a pass faced .. arrest and impris
onment on attempting to stop at Martinsburg or Harper's 
Ferry." 4.7 As Mr. Hunter avers that four Congressmen who 
were desirous of seeing Brown hanged, and were escorted by a 
well-known citizen of Harper's Ferry, were nevertheless jailed 
on suspicion as soon as they reached Charlestown, this warn
ing to travellers was plainly well worth obeying. 48 Even inno
cent passengers were liable to arrest and removal from trains, 
as in the case of three Baltimoreans arrested at Martinsburg 
on November 29. From as far west as Wheeling, no one 
could go east on December I or 2 without a certificate of good 
character from a station agent, and not more than sixty cer
tificates could be issued. Conductors were ordered to tele
graph in detail about their trains to W. P. Smith, the Master 
of Transportation. That official even asked aid in New York, 
for he excitedly telegraphed, as late as November 30, to J. P. 
Jackson, Vice-President of the New Jersey Railroad Com
pany, begging for news:'" 

II Great alarm exists here from expectations of large forces of 
desperadoes from North, East and West, to attempt rescue of Vir
ltinia prisoners. Will you favor us by promptly despatching any 
mformation you may have respecting parties who may be of this 
character taking your trains for the South, and also advise us per
sonally if any unusual party of unknown men start for this direc
tion." 

In brief, there was voluntary enforcement of martial law. 
and the whole countryside behaved as if in a state of siege. 
When the execution came, there was not the slightest dis-
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turbance of the peace of any kind, either at Charlestown or 
on any part of Governor Wise's embattled frontier. 

Not unnaturally, that Executive was severely aiticised 
for his military display and its costliness. Part of the Vir
ginia and Maryland press denounced it as ,unnecessary, and 
credited it to Wise's alleged desire to make political capital 
out of the raid." But a study of contemporary reports of 
conditions at Charlestown, and of the Virginia press, makes 
it plain that Wise would have been justified in calling out a 
strong military force, had he not been himself so convinced 
that hordes of desperadoes were about to descend upon his 
State. He owed it to the citizens of Charlestown not merely 
to safeguard the prisoners, but also to protect the town from 
the bloodshed of even an unsuccessful attempt at a rescue. 
There was, moreover, extraordinary popular excitement 
throughout the Union, and if this were in itself not excuse 
enough, the weakness of the South's U peculiar institution" 
would have furnished it. The Free State men in Kansas had 
not only made slavery impossible in their Territory, but had 
endangered it in Missouri by their raids into the State, and 
their helping hand to any slave who came over the border 
in search of freedom. From the Southern point of view, it 
would seem to have been good policy to show the power of 
the sovereign State of Virginia to defend her own when at
tacked, and to punish those who violated her laws. Certainly, 
Mr. Hunter, in his article in the New Orleans Times-Democrat 
of September 5, 1887, reviewing the raid and Brown's trial, 
makes out a strong case for the force employed. The report 
of the Legislature's special committee, headed by Alexander 
H. H. Stuart, unreserVedly sustained Governor Wise, in the 
following language: 

"The testimony before the committee amply vindicates the con
duct of the Executive in assembling a strong military force at the 
scene of excitement; and the promptness and energy with which 
he discharged his duty, merit, and doubtless will receive the com
mendation of the Legislature and people of the State." 11 

It must be admitted, of course, that Wise still bad political 
ambitions, although his term as Govemorwas about expiring: 
for a few months later, he was willing to have his name pre-
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sented to the National Democratic Convention at Charleston, 
South Carolina, provided the Virginia State delegation were 
a unit for his nomination. II But in his treatment of the mil
itary situation, the politician disappears behind the Governor. 
His bombastic and excitable way of dealing with it was due to 
his fears, and also to his nature. His biographer, Barton H. 
Wise, a relative, has characterized him as "largely a creature 
of impulse," of a" remarkably mercurial" temperament, ~ith 
a "temper exceptionally excitable and his bump of combative
ness developed in an extraordinary degree." II That Hunter 
and the Governor realized that the State would profit largely 
by the drill and experience the troops obtained at Charles
town, Mr. Hunter admits in these words: 

.. From facts disclosed in the trials, from the intercepted corre
spondence of Brown and his followers, and from other sources, a 
new view of the case was opened to us in respect to the political 
significance of this movement of John Brown; we began to see that 
all it meant was not on the surface. My views were from time to 
time conveyed to Governor Wise, and before the trials both he and 
I became convinced, that this Brown raid was the beginning of a 
great conflict between the North and the South on the subject of 
slavery, and had better be regarded accordingly. This furnishes 
an additional explanation of the reason Governor Wise assembled 
so large a military . volunteer force at Charlestown and the neigh
boring points. I t was not alone for the protection of the jail and 
the repelling of parties who were known to be organizing with the 
view of rescuing Brown and the prisoners, but it was for the pur
pose of preparing for coming events." 

To General Taliaferro, the commander-in-chief at Charles
town, it was apparent that the Governor had another mo
tive besides protecting the prisoners, in assembling so many 
troops, for immediately after John Brown's execution he thus 
questioned the Governor by telegraph: "Shall I send home 
the First Regiment Virginia Volunteers? Which companies 
beside do you wish to retire? What are your views with re
gard to sending more troops here? Do .you design a school 
of instruction? There is no absolute need for half we have." U 

Thus far Governor Wise may properly be accused of having 
allowed ulterior motives to influence his handling of the 
Charlestown situation, but no further. It is, moreover, certain 
that his disposition of the troops and the other precautions. 
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taken made a rescue practically impossible, or possible only 
after severe loss of life. There are to-day survivors of those 
stirring days at Charlestown, who believe that if a determined 
attempt had been made, by means of a feint a mile or two 
from the town, the rawness of the militia and the generally 
panicky state of the town would have made the storming 
of the jail possible. But among the hundreds of troops who 
were steadily in camp throughout November, and those that 
came to reinforce them, there were some experienced officers 
and trustworthy men. As Le Barnes wrote to Higginson, the 
real leaders of those who wished to rescue John Brown could 
see no hope of success, even were the means needed at their 
disposal. And as to the cost to Virginia of the military dis
play, it hardly exceeded the amount appropriated at that 
same time for new arms and ammunition by the Legislature 
of South Carolina with a view to the existing state of its 
relations to the Union. 

\Vhile the Virginia authorities were thus guarding John 
Brown in order to prevent a rescue, the II higher and wickeder 
game," namely, the chief accessories bef~re the fact to his 
raid, whom Andrew Hunter and Governor Wise were so 
anxious to stalk until the Mason Committee was decided on, 
were by no means all at ease in their Massachusetts or New 
York preserves. When the raid turned out to be not another 
slave liberation like that in Missouri, but a drama with the 
whole nation as audience, there was something akin to trepi
dation among the self-appointed committee which had made 
John Brown's raid possible. Its members were plainly un
aware that to support a forcible attack upon a system, how
ever iniquitous, in a country founded on the principle that 
differences of opinion must be settled by the ballot, carries 
with it both heavy responsibilities and grave personal dan
ger. Few of them had believed Brown's plans feasible; none 
had apparently asked themselves how far they would be com
promised in the eyes of the law when John Brown failed. The 
result was disastrous to some of t~em, though none of the 
leaders went to jail or were otherwise punished for conspiring 
with John Brown. The conduct of a few illustrates dearly 
how good men of high principles and excellent motives may 
flinch gravely when they suddenly find their future reputa-
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tions, and perhaps even their lives, at stake in a grave and 
unexpected crisis. 

Of the men who, as we have already seen in the previous 
chapters, knew most about John Brown's plans and principally 
aided him, - Sanborn, Howe, Steams. Gerrit Smith. Parker 
and Higginson, - the Boston and Worcester clergymen alone 
stand out as being entirely ready to take the consequences, 
whatever they might be. Theodore Parker was in Europe on 
a futile search for health, when Harper's Ferry was attacked; 
but he bore his testimony manfully: "Of course, I was not 
astonished to hear that an attempt had been made to free the 
slaves in a certain part of Virginia. • • • Such I insurrections' 
will continue as long as Slavery lasts, and will increase. both 
in frequency and in power, just as the people become intelli
gent and moral. • • • It is a good Anti-Slavery picture on the 
Virginia shield: a man standing on a tyrant and chopping his 
head off with a sword; only I would paint the sword-holder 
black and the tyrant white, to show the immedia.te applica
tion of the principle." II As for Mr. Higginson, he stood his 
ground in Worcester, where all the world might find him. He 
wisely reasoned from information sent him from Washing
ton as to Senator Mason's plans, II that no one who leaves the 
country will be pursued, and no one who stands his ground 
will be molested. I think the reason why Phillips & I have 
not been summoned is that it was well understood that 
we were not going to Canada. Mason does not wish to have 
John Brown heartily defended before the committee & the 
country - nor does he wish to cause an imeute. either in Mas
sachusetts or Washington. He wishes simply to say that 
he tried for evidence & it was refused him. If his witnesses 
go to Canada or Europe, he is freed from all responsibility." II 
The event wholly bore Mr. Higginson out, but the others 
were not of his opinion at any time. 

There was an early exodus of them to Canada. Frederick 
Douglass left Rochester for the shelter of the British flag as 
early as October 19, or the day after Brown was captured, and 
was soon on his way to England." Mr. Sanborn was only a 
day behind, departing from Concord on October 20, to return, 
however, by the 26th. II From Portland. Mr. Sanborn thus 
jocularly notified Mr. Higginson of his departure: 
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PORTLAND, Oct. 211t, 1859. 

DEAR FRIEND: According to advice of good friends and my own 
deliberate judgment I am JOing to try change of air for myoId 
complaint. By this means It is thought that others will benefit as 
well as I; whether my absence will be long or short will depend on 
circumstances. Yours of the 19th was rec'd yesterday before I left 
home. Should you have occasion to write me again I have a friend 
in Quebec named Frederick Stanley to whom you can write. 

Bum this .. 
Yours ever.-

The reason for the hasty move was John A. Andrew's opin
ion that the conspirators might be suddenly and secretlyar
rested and hurried out of the State. Mr. Sanborn believed, 
too, that it was "very important that the really small extent 
of our movement should be concealed, and its reach and char
acter exaggerated. . . ." eo After a more careful study of the 
question, Mr. Andrew advised George L. Steams and Dr. 
Howe that he could find nothing for which they could be tried 
in Massachusetts or "carried to any other state." II Never
theless, Steams and Howe were on the way to Canada by 
October 25, remaining outside of the jurisdiction of the 
United States until after the execution of the crusader they 
had helped to send into Virginia.1I Later, on December 12, 
Mr. Andrew wrote to Senator Fessenden, of Maine: 

r- U I am confident that there are some half dozen men who ought 
Dot to testify anywhere, and who never will, with my consent as 
counsel, or otherwise, do so. Not that they knew, or foreknew Har
per's Ferry;- but, that their relations with Brown were such & 
their knowledge of his movements & intentions, as a • practical abo
litionist,' aiding the escape of slaves by force, - even at the risk 
of armed encounter,-that they could not without personal danger 
say anything. Nor could they be known as having those relations, 
without giving some color to the charge that Republicans co-oper
ate in such movements."" 

Mr. Steams "escaped from Dr. Howe" - so his son re
cords - on the fatal December 2. He was never as worried as 
Dr. Howe, whom he found much agitated the first time they 
met after the raid. 

Unfortunately, Dr. Howe let his anxieties control him. He 
issued on November 14 a card dated in Boston, although h~ 
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was still absent, in which he made the following inexplicable 
statements: 

"Rumor has mingled my name with the events at Harper's Ferry. 
So long as it rested on such absurdities as letters written to me by Col. 
Forbes, or others, it was too idle for notice. But when complicity is 
distinctly charged by one of the parties engaged Uohn E. Cook], my 
friends beseech me to define my position; and I consent the less re
luctantly, because I divest myself of what, in time, might be con
sidered an honor, and I want no undeserved ones. As regards Mr. 
Cook . . . I never saw him . • • never even heard of him until 
since the outbreak at Harper's Ferry. That event was unforeseen and 
unexpected by me; nor does all my previous knowledge of J ohn Brow~ 
enable me to reconcile it with his characteristic prudence and his 
reluctance to shed blood, or excite servile insurrection. It is still, to 
me, a mystery, and a marvel. As to the heroic man who planne4 
and led that forlorn hope, my relations with him in former times were 
such as no man ought to be afraid or ashamed to avow. If ever my 
testimony as to his high qualities can be of use to him or his, it shall 
be forthcoming at the fitting time and place. But neither this nor 
any other testimony shall be extorted for unrighteous purposes, if I 
can help it." 

Dr. Howe then explained that there were certain "deadly 
instruments" among the statutes of the Union under which 
"we of the North may be forced to uphold and defend the 
barbarous system of Human Slavery," because a "dishones~ 
Judge in the remotest South" could through a marshal cause 
the arrest of any citizen and have him brought before the 
court. He concluded as follows: 

"I am told by high legal authority that Massachusetts is so tram
melled by the bonds of the Union, that, as matters now stand, she 
cannot, or dare not protect her citizens from such forcible extradi
tion; and that each one must protect himself as best he may. Upon 
that hint I shall act; preferring to forego anything rather than the 
right to free thought and free speech." " 

In view of Dr. Howe's having known of the raid from Feb
ruary26, 1858, when Mr. Sanborn informed him of all Brown's 
plans except the precise location at Harper's Ferry,'" the state
ments above can be defended only on the theory that it is 
proper to misrepresent when one finds one's self in an uncom
fortable or dangerous position. This sad attitude of a man at 
all other times a brave and high-minded philanthropist and 
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a rarely useful servant of humanity, brought forth a vigorous 
reproach from Mr. Higginson." In his indignation of the mo
ment he notified Mr. Sanborn that he regarded Dr. Howe's 
card as anything but honorable.s7 

three months Dr. could not find 
Higginson. On he attempted 

writing as to November 

• , , I was not very the belief of It 
however, in of an opinion and 

hold, that everything could be honestly done to show that 
John Brown was not the Agent, or even the ally of others, but an 
individual acting upon his own responsibility, would increase the 
chances of escape for him and his companions. I believed, and I be
lieve, that every manifestation at that time of public sympathy for 
him and his acts, lessened the chances of his escape, whether by res-

otherwise .•.. Of there were other considerations, 
was the say that it writ-
you seem to honorable men, the 

would disapprove my friend, it was 
intended to impression. It was I:!"},",,itt,vI 

honorable man who that I knew about 
ft'lIt'l,V""mp'nt-Q and a great and he .. n''\I''t\'UM 

publication. .. 

As for his last interview with John Brown, Dr. Howe reiter
ated that" he [Brown] did not then reveal to me his destina
tion, or his purpose. We had no conversation about his future 

His appearance 'Harper's Ferry' not 
only unexpected but astonishing. The 

understood it was from this one 
supposed was Howe averred 

dollars he had sent when he was Kennedy 
Farm, were given to show his sympathy and "without cogni
zance of his purpose." 88 When Dr. Howe finally appeared be
fore the Mason Committee, he made every effort to baffle the 
inquirers. For instance, he tried to make them believe that 
the last fifty dollars he gave went toward the purchase of 
the Thompson farm Brown. Fortunately for him and the 

conspirators, Committee was easily 
"'''TT''''''_ but, as has well said, 

was presumably 
Dr. Howe's couree, 

Andrew; if this excettent 
abare the responsibility. 
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were "so unskilfully framed that they [the witnesses] could, 
without literal falsehood, answer as they did." TO Mr. San
born was of a different mind from Mr. Higginson as to 
Dr. Howe's card.n His reasoning, however, only aroused Mr. 
Higginson anew, and led him to ask on November 17, 1859: 
"Is there no such thing as honor among confederates?"'" 
Making all due allowances for the heat of the moment as ex
pressed in Colonel Higginson's letter, it does not seem even 
at this date that his reasoning was far wrong. 

Mr. Sanborn has lately set forth in detail his own move
ments and the reasons therefor. By the 19th of November, 
1859, he had decided" to pursue my usual occupation or any 
that I may take up, whatever summons or other process may 
be issued; shall resist arrest by force, shall refuse to sue a writ 
of habeas corpus - but, if arrested, shall consent to be rescued 
only by force. It is possible the anxiety of friends may in
duce me to modify this course, but I think not."n Early in 
January, 1860, he received a summons from the Mason Com
mittee. Like John Brown, Jr., he refused to go to Washington 
because there was no assurance of his personal safety, - he 
might be seized in passing through Maryland. When, for this 
reason, Mr. Sanborn offered to testify in Massachusetts, Sen
ator Mason wrote that he would be personally responsible 
for Mr. Sanborn's safety. To this the latter replied that as 
Senator Sumner had been brutally assaulted in the Senate, 
he could hardly rely on Senator Mason's offer of protection. 
Says Mr. Sanborn: 

.. Upon the receipt of this missive, Mason reported me to the Sen
ate as a contumacious witness, and my arrest was voted, February 
16, 1860, as that of John Brown, Jr., and James Redpath was. A few 
of the Southern Senators, seeing that my attitude about State Rights 
was quite similar to theirs, voted against my arrest, and began to 
send me their political speeches. Not choosing to be seized before I 
was quite ready, I retired to Canada, in the latter part of February, 
taking North Elba in my northward route, in order to see the Brown 
family, and to make arrangements for two of Brown's dau~hters, 
Anne and Sarah, to enter my school, as they did, in March." , 

On the night of April 3, 1860, peaceful Concord was aroused 
by one of the dramatic incidents of its history. Five men, 
headed by a Boston constable, Silas Carleton, arrested San-
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born in his home. The outcries of his sister, his own struggles, 
the ringing of the alarm-bells, the rallying to his support of his 
neighbors, saved him from being carried off. His counsel was 
quickly at his side and hurried at once to Judge Rockwood 
Hoar, a near-by. neighbor, who on hearing the tumult had 
quietly begun to fill out the "proper blank for the great writ 
of personal replevin." It was in the hands of a deputy sheriff 
within ten minutes. When he demanded Mr. Sanborn's sur
renderof Carleton's men, they refused to give him up, - only 
to have him taken from them by a hastily formed but most 
zealous posse comitatus. The Supreme Court quickly decided 
the next day that his arrest by the emissaries of the Senate 
was without warrant of law, and Mr. Sanborn returned to 
Concord a hero to his townspeople. He protested to the 
Senate and began suit against Carleton and his men, and 
thereafter he remained in peace. 

Mr. Steams appeared before the Mason Committee on Feb
ruary 24,1860, and his testimony is as interesting as it is his
torically valuable. He, too, denied any pre-knowledge of the 
raid except as a plan to "relieve slaves" by force. But he was 
obviously unafraid. When Senator Mason asked, the three
hour examination being over, and all the members of the com
mittee but himself having left the room:" Don't your conscience 
trouble you for sending those rifles to Kansas to shoot our 
innocent people?" Mr. Steams replied: "Self-defence. You 
began the game. You sent Buford and his company with arms 
before we sent any from Massachusetts."n Senator Mason 
later remarked to Mr. Steams:" I think when you go to that 
lower place, the Old Fellow will question you rather hard about 
this matter and you will have to take it." ,. Before that 
time comes," retorted Mr. Steams wittily, "I think he will 
have about two hundred years of Slavery to investigate, and 
before he gets through that, will say, we have had enough 
of this business - better let the rest go." 7. Senator Mason 
laughed and left the room. Asked, in the course of the formal 
examination, if he disapproved of the raid at Harper's Ferry, 
Mr. Steams responded: U I should have disapproVed of it if I 
had known of it; but I have since changed my opinion; I be
lieve John Brown to be the representative man of this century, 
as \Vashington was of the last-the Harper's Ferry affair, and 
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the capacity shown by the Italians for self-government, the 
great events of this age. One will free Europe and the other 
America." 71 Mr. Steams returned to Boston to render valu
able service to his State in the Civil War, and retained, as 
long as he lived, the respect and regard of the community in 
which he dwelt. 

Upon Gerrit Smith the news of the raid had as deplorable 
an effect as upon Dr. Howe. His biographer, O. B. Frothing
ham, states that a high medical authority had declared Gerrit 
Smith to have reached the stage of insanity known as Uexalta
tion of mind" early in 1859; 'II that in the fall of 1859 he ate 
and slept little and was exhausted without knowing it. When 
the Harper's Ferry attack became public, it had an astounding 
influence upon Mr. Smith. The outcries against him as an 
accessory, in the pro-slavery press and by his political enemies, 
the rumor that the Virginia authorities were about to requi
sition the Governor of New York for his extradition, and 
the bloody and futile character of the raid itself, all reduced 
him to a state of terror. He saw crumbling before him the 
high social and political position he had won, - Mr. Smith 
had been candidate for the governorship of New York in 1858. 
A reporter of the New York Herald found him, on October 30, 
nervously agitated, U as though some greatfearwereconstantly 
before his imagination," and repeating again and again that 
he was going to be indicted. Edwin Morton, Mr. Sanborn's 
classmate, who had been cognizant of the Brown plot as a 
member of Gerrit Smith's household, promptly fled to Eng
land," and Colonel Charles D. Miller, Mr. Smith's son-in-law, 
was sent to Ohio and to Boston to obtain or destroy all of Mr. 
Smith's letters to the confederates, lest they be used against 
him.- U After struggling for several days," wrote Mr. Froth
ingham, uhe went down under a troop of hallucinations." On 
November 7 he was removed to the Utica Asylum for the In
sane, whose superintendent, Dr. Gray, is said to have declared 
that a delay of even forty-eight hours would have been fatal, 
so great was the Uphysical prostration of the patient." 

If this were the whole story, it would be easy to pass over 
Mr. Smith's case with an expression of unbounded sympathy 
and a regret that he, too, had failed properly to weigh the con
sequences of committing himself to John Brown's schemes. 
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Unfortunately, after his return from his brief stay in the 
asylum (on December 29), he concealed or denied the extent 
of his knowledge and complicity in the raid. Mr. Frothing
ham has put the case as charitably as possible: 

"On emerging from the mental obscuration at Utica, the whole 
scheme or tissue of schemes had vanished and become visionary •••• 
It was a dream, a mass of recollections tumultuous and indistinct. 
Then cool reflection came in. The practical objections to the enter
prise, which had flitted across his mind before, settled down heavily 
upon it. The ill-judged nature of the plan in its details and in its 
general scope forced itself upon his consideration, and made him wish 
he had never been privy to It. The wish was father to a thought, the 
thought to a purpose. His old horror of blood, his old disbelief in 
violence as a means of redressing wrong, resumed its sway over his 
feelings. The man of business repelled the association with the 
visionary and tried to persuade himself that he had taken no part 
in operations that were so easily disconcerted. He set himself to 
the task of making the shadowy recollections more shadowy still, 
and reducing his terms of alliance with the audacious conspirator to 
sentiments of personal sympathy and admiration."" 

This led him to deny, even as late as 1867, that he gave 
money to John Brown with the purpose of aiding his insurrec
tion.8I Mr. Frothingham was unable to defend him or to excul
pate him on the ground of insanity, and Mr. Sanborn, in his 
recently published account of this episode, - long withheld 
out of consideration for the family, - makes it as clear as have 
the earlier chapters of this narrative, that Gerrit Smith was, 
like Sanborn, Howe and the others, cognizant of every detail 
of the raid save the place of its beginning. Indeed, in a letter 
to the chairman of the Jerry Rescue Committee, dated August 
27, 1859, Mr. Smith had foreshadowed the raid by writing: 
U For insurrection then we may look any year, any month, any 
day. A terrible remedy for a terrible wrong! But come it must 
unless anticipated by repentance and the putting away of the 
terrible wrong." I. 

However great the perturbation of his Northern associ
ates, no prisoner in Virginia's history up to that time had 
dispJayed greater serenity of spirit than did John Brown 
himself behind his cell doors in Charlestown. I t was a reve
lation to the Virginians. Here was a man sore in body, who 
ought to be sore in spirit, two of whose sons had been killed 
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at his side, whOse own death was not far away. More than 
that, the object of a lifetime had wholly miscarried. Propriety 
and precedent prescribed a cast-down prisoner, chagrined, 
humiliated, despairing. Instead, the miscreant in the custody 
of Sheriff Campbell proved a man of unquenchable spirit, 
of most equable temperament, and of unswerving courage, 
who apparently believed himself the conqueror, even with the 
light chains upon his ankles which he wore for the first few 
days. He wrote but the truth as to his own spirit and com
posure in his first letter from the jail to his family at North 
Elba: 

CBAIlLBSTOWN, JEFFERSON Co, VA •. 
31st Oct. 

My DEAR WIFE, & CmLDREN EVERY ONE 
I suppose you have learned before this by the newspapers that 

Two weeks ago today we were fighting for our Jives at Harpers 
ferry: that during the fight Watson was mortally wounded; Oliver 
killed, Wm Thompson killed, & Dauphin slightly wounded. That 
on the following day I was taken prisoner immediately after which 
I received several Sabre-cuts in my head; & Bayonet stabs in 
my body. As nearly as I can learn Watson died of his wound on 
Wednesday the 2d or on Thursday the 3d day after I was taken. 

Dauphin was killed when I was taken; & Anderson I suppose 
also. I have since been tried, & found guilty of Treason, etc; and of 
murder in the first degree. I have not yet received my sentence. No 
others of the company with whom you were acquainted were, ~ 
far as I can learn, either killed or taken. Under all these terrible 
calamities; I feel quite cheerful in the assurance that God reigns; & 
will overrule all for his glory; & the best possible good. I feel no 
consciousness of guill in the matter: nor even mortifycation on 
account of my imprisonment; & irons; & I feel perfectly sure that 
very soon no member of my family will feel any possible disposition 
to "blush on my account." Already dear friends at a distance with 
kindest sympathy are cheering me with the assurance that posterity 
at least will do me justice. I shall commend you all together, with 
my beloved; but bereaved daughters in law, to their sympathies 
which I do not doubt will reach you. 

I also commend you all to Him "whose mercy endureth forever: " 
to the God of my fathers" whose I am; & whom I serve." "He will 
never leave you nor forsake you," unless you forsake Him. Finally 
my dearly beloved be of good comfort. Be sure to remember & to 
follow my advice & my example too; so far as it has been consistent 
with the holy religion of Jesus Christ in which I remain a most firm, 
& humble believer. Never forget the poor nor think anything you 
bestow on them to be lost, to you even though they may be as black 
as Ebedmelch the Ethiopean eunuch who cared for Jeremiah in the 
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pit of the dungeon; or as black as the one to whom Phillip preached 
Christ. Be sure to entertain strangers, for thereby some have
" Remember them that are in bonds as bound with them." I am in 
charge of a jailor like the one who took charge of "Paul & Silas;" & 
you may rest assured that both kind hearts & kind faces are more or 
less about me; whilst thousands are thirsting for my blood. "These 
light afflictions which are but for a moment shall work out for us a 
far more exceeding & eternal weight of Glory." I hope to be able to 
write to you again. My wounds are doing well. Copy this, & send 
it to your sorrow stricken brothers, Ruth; to comfort them. Write 
me a few words in regard to the welfare of all. God Allmighty bless 
you all: & "make you joyful in the midst of all your tribulations." 
Write to John Brown Charlestown Jefferson Co, Va, care of Capt 
John Avis. 

Your Affectionate Husband, & Father, 
JOHN BROWN 

P S Yesterday Nov 2d I was sentenced to be hanged on Decem 2d 
next. Do not grieve on my account. I am still quite cheerful. God 
bless you all. 

Yours ever 
J BROWN" 

In their generous permission to John Brown to write freely 
to all whom he wished to address, his captors were unwittingly 
allowing him to use a - for them - far more dangerous weapon 
than the Sharp's rifle they had taken from him at Harper's 
Ferry. As a wielder of arms, John Brown inspires no enthu
siasm; not even the flaming sword of Gideon in his hands 
lifts him above the ordinary run of those who battled in their 
day for a great cause. For all his years of dreaming that he 
might become another Schamyl, or Toussaint L'Ouverture, 
or the Mountain Marion of a new war of liberation, he was 
anything but a general. In his knapsack was no field-marshal's 
baton; where he thought there might be one, lay instead an 
humble pen to bring him glory. For when he was stripped 
of his liberty, of the arms in which he exulted, the great power 
of the spirit within was revealed to him. The letters which 
now daily went forth to friends and relatives, and speedily 
found their way into print, found their way also to the hearts 
of all who sympathized with him, and of many who abhorred 
his methods, or who had heretofore steeled themselves against 
him. Some idea of their power may be gathered from the 
fact that Sheriff Campbell was compelled many times to wipe 
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the tears from his eyes when, as a matter of duty, he read 
over his captive's epistles.al The innate nobility of the man, 
his essential unselfishness and his readiness for the supreme 
sacrifice, all heightened the impending tragedy, and brought 
to many the conviction that, misguided as he was, here was 
another martyr whose blood was to be the seed, not of his 
church, but of his creed. Some of these moving products of 
his pen may well find a place here: 

CHARLBSTOWN, JBFFERSON COUNTY, VA., Nov. I, 1859. 

My DEAR FRIEND E. B. OF R. I.: Your most cheering letter of the 
27th of Oct. is received, and may the Lord reward you a thousand 
fold for the kind feeling you express toward me; but more especially 
for your fidelity to the "poor that cry, and those that have no 
help." For this I am a prisoner in bonds. It is solely my own fault, 
in a military point of view, that we met with our disaster - I mean 
that I mingled with our prisoners and so far sympathized with them 
and their families that I neglected my duty in other respects. But 
God's will, not mine, be done. 

You know that Christ once armed Peter. So also in my case, I 
think he put a sword into my hand, and there continued it, so long 
as he saw best, and then kindly took it from me. I mean when I 
first went to Kansas. I wish you could know with what cheerfulness 
I am now wielding the "Sword of the Spirit" on the right hand and 
on the left. I bless God that it proves "mighty to the pulling down 
of strongholds. tt I always loved my Quaker friends, and I com
mend to their kind regard my poor, bereaved widowed wife, and 
my daughters and daughters-in-law, whose husbands fell at my side. 
One is a mother and the other likely to become so soon. They, as 
well as my own sorrow-stricken daughter[s], are left very poor, and 
have much greater need of sympathy than I, who, through Infinite 
Grace and the kindness of strangers, am "joyful in all my tribu
lations." 

Dear sister, write them at North Elba, Essex Co., N. Y., to com
fort their sad hearts. Direct ta Mary A. Brown, wife of John Brown. 
There is also another - a widow, wife of Thompson, who fell with 
my poor boys in the affair at Harper's Ferry, at the same place. 

I do not feel conscious of guilt in taking up arms; and had it been 
in behalf of the rich and powerful, the intelligent, the great - as 
men count greatness - of those who form enactments to suit them
selves and corrupt others, or some of their friends, that I interfered. 
suffered, sacrificed, and fell, it would have been doing very well. But 
enough of this. 

These light afflictions which endure for a moment, shall work out 
for me a fa, more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. I would be 
very grateful for another letter from you. My wounds are healing. 
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Farewell. God will surely attend to his own cause in the best p0s
sible way and time, and he will not forget the work of his own handa. 

Your friend, 
JOHN BROWN.

To his wife he wrote thus on November 10: 

CHARLBSTOWN JEFFBRSON Co. VA. loth Nov. 1859. 

My DEAR DEVOTED WIFE 
I have just learned from Mr. Hort of Boston that he saw you 

with dear kind friends in Philadelrh18. on your return trip you had 
so far made in the expectation 0 again seeing me in this world 
of .. sin & sorrow." I need not tell you that I had a great desire to 
see you again: but that many strong objections exist in my mind 
against it. I have before alluded to them in what I have said in my 
other letters (which I hope you will lOOn get) & will not now repeat 
them; as it is exceedingly laborious for me to write at all. I am under 
renewed obligation to you my ever faithful & beloved wife, for heed
ing what may be my last but earnest request. I have before given 
you a very brief statement of the fall of our dear sons; & other 
friends. Full particulars relating to our disaster; I cannot now give: 
& may never give probably. I am greatly comforted by learning of 
the kindness already shown you; & allow me humbly to repeat the 
language of a far greater man & better sinner than I. "I have been 
young; & now am old: yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken 
nor his seed begging bread." I will here say that the sacrifizes you; 
& I, have been called to make in behalf of the cause we 1000e the cause 
of God; & of humanuy: do not seem to me as at all too great. I have 
been whiped as the saying is; but am sure I can recover all the lost 
capital occasioned by that disaster; by only hanging a few moments 
by the neck; & I feel quite determined to make the utmost possible 
out of a defeat. I am dayly & hourly striving to gather up what 
little I may from the wreck. I mean to write you as much & as often 
as I have Strength (or may be permitted to write.) "Be of good 
cheer:" in the world we must have tribulation: but the cords that 
have bound you as well as I; to earth: have been many of them 
severed already. Let us with sincere gratitude receive all that "our 
Father in Heaven" may send us; for "he doeth all things well." 
You must kiss our dear children and grandchildren for me. May 
the .. God of my fathers" be the God, & father of all - .. To him 
be everlasting praise." "Although the fig tree shall not blossom: 
neither shall fruit be in the vines: the labour of the olive shall fail, and 
the fields shall yield no meat: the flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lon), 
I will joy in the God of my salvation." I want dear Ruth; or A nne; 
to send copies (when they can) to their deeply afflicted brothers, 
of all I write. I cannot muster strength to write them all. If after 
Virginia has applied the finishing stroke to the picture already made 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



BY MAN SHALL HIS BLOOD BE SHED 541 

of me (in order to "establish Justice ") you can afford to meet the 
expence & trouble of coming on here to gather up the bones of our 
beloved sons, & of your husband; and the people here will suffer 
you to do so; I should be entirely willing. I have just received a 
most welcome letter from a dear old friend of my youth; Rev. H. 
L. Vail of Litchfield Connecticut. Will you get some kind friend to 
copy this letter to you & send him very plain as all the acknowledge
ment I have now strength to make him; & the other kind friends he 
mentions. I cannot write my friends as I would do; if I had strength. 
Will you answer to Jeremiah in the same way for the present a letter 
I have received from him? Write me wont you? God bless you all 

. Your affectionate Husband 
JOHN BROWN." 

He had previously adjured his wife and children to remem
ber, all, 

"that Jesus of Nazareth suffered a most excruciating death on the 
cross as a fellon; under the most agravating circumstances. Think 
also of the prophets, & Apostles, & Christians of former days; who 
went through greater tribulations than you & I; & be reconciled. 
May God Allmighty • comfort all your hearts and soon wipe away all 
tears from your eyes.' To him be endless praise. Think too of the 
crushed Millions who • have no comforters.' I charge you all never (in 
your trials) to forget the griefs of • the poor that cry; & of those that 
have none to help them. ' " • 

On the 16th of November he thus expressed himself as to 
the education of his daughters: 

"Now let me say a word about the effort to educate our daughters. 
I am no longer able to provide means to help towards that object, 
and it therefore becomes me not to dictate in the matter. I shall 
gratefully submit the direction of the whole thing to those whose 
generosity may lead them to undertake in their behalf, while I give 
anew a little expression of my own choice respecting it. You, my 
wife, perfectly well know that I have always expressed a decided 
preference for a very plain but perfectly practical education for both 
sons and daughters. I do not mean an education so very miserable 
as that you and I received in early life; nor as some of our children 
enjoyed. When I say plain but practical, I mean enough of the 
learning of the schools to enable them to transact the common 
business of life, comfortably and respectably, together with that 
thorough training to good business habits which best prepares both 
men and women to be Useful though poor, and to meet the stern 
Realities of life with a good grace. You well know that I always 
claimed that the music of the broom, washtub, needle, spindle, loom, 
axe, scythe, hoe, 8ail, etc., should 6rst be learned, at all events, and - . 
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that of the piano, etc., afterwards. I put them in that order as most 
conducive to health of body and mind; and for the obvious reason, 
that after a life of some experience and of much observation, I have 
found ten women as well as ten men who have made their mark in 
life Right, whose early training was of that plain, practical kind, to 
one who had a more popular and fashionable early training. But 
enough 

To 

. "Now, your coming feel sure that you 
can endure and the shock, be unavoidable (if 
you come), should be most glad to see you once'more; but when 
I think of your being insulted on the road, and perhaps while here, 
and of only seeing your wretchedness made complete, I shrink from 
it. Your composure and fortitude of mind may be quite equal to it 
all; but I am in dreadfu.l doubt of it. If you do come, defer your 
journey till about the 27th or 28th of this month. The scenes which 
you will have to pass through on here will be anything but 
those you with tender, friends, and kind 
faces to everywhere. Do matter well 
you make I think I had more on this 
painful sub health improves mind is very tran-
quil, I and I continue every kind atten-
tion that possible need of. 

I To a sympathizer in West Newton, Massachusetts, Brown 
wrote as follows: 

CHARLESTOWN, JEFFERSON CO, 15th Nov. 1859. 
GEORGE ADAMS ESQR. 

My DEAR SIR 
Your communication 

me in due request a few 
deny you much at a loss what 
of some conduct here 
comforting my mind: yet 

inst was received 
which I cannot 

Your kind mention 

more than do certainly feel divine grace 
have endeavoured to be "faithful in a very few things;" mingling with 
even those much of imperfection. I am certainly unworthy even 
to "suffer affliction with the people of God;" yet, in Infinite grace 
he has thus honored me. May the same grace enable me to serve 
him in "new obedience" through my little remainder of this life; 
and to rejoice in him forever. I cannot feel that God will suffer 
even the service we may any him or his cause 
to be lost; I do feel "dear U that I am won-
derfully from on high. that strength 
.. showing un to this his power to 
one that is I am most your assurance 
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my poor shattered heart-broken .. family will not be forgotten." I 
have long tried to commend them to .. the God of my Fathers." 
I have many opportunities for faithful plain dealing; with the more 
powerful, influential, and inteligent class; in this region: which I 
trust are not entirely misimproved. I humbly trust that I firmly 
believe that .. God reigns;" and I think I can truly say .. Let the 
Earth rejoice." 

May God take care of his own cause; and of his own great name: 
as well as of them who love their neighbours. 

Farewell 
Your[s] in truth 

JOHN BROWN" 

In a letter to a kinsman, Luther Humphrey, dated Novem
ber 19, occur these passages: 

"Your kind letter of the 12th inst. is now before me. So far as 
my knowledge goes as to our mutual kindred; I suppose I am the 
first since the landing of Peter Brown from the Mayflower that has 
either been sentenced to imprisonment; or to the Gallows. But my 
dear old friend; let not that fact alone grieve you. You cannot have 
forgotten houJ; & where our Grand Father Capt (John Brown:) fell 
in 1776; & that he too; might have perished on the Scaffold had cir
cumstances been but fiery liule different. The fact that a man dies 
under the hand of an executioner (or otherwise) has but little to do 
with his true character; as I suppose: John Rogers perished at the 
stake a great & good man as I suppose: but his being so, does not 
prOfJe that any other man who has died in the same way was good: 
or otherwise. Whether I have any reason to 'be of good cheer' (or 
not) in view of my end; I can assure you that I feel so; & that I am 
totally blinded if I do not realyexperience that strengthening; & con
solation you so faithfully implore in my behalf. God of our Fathers 
reward your fidelity. I neither feel mortified, degraded, nor in the 
least ashamed of my imprisonment, my chain, or my near prospect 
of death by hanging. I feel assured' that not one hair shall fall from 
my head without my heavenly Father.' I also feel that I have long 
been endeavoring to hold exactly 'such a fast as God has chosen.' 
See the passage in Isaiah which you have quoted. No part of my 
life has been more hapily spent; than that I have spent here; & I 
humbly trust that no part has been spent to better purpose. I would 
not say this boastingly, but' thanks be unto God who giveth us the 
victory; through Infinite grace.''' 81 

And, finally, to his staunch friend, Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson, he wrote on November 22: 

DEAR SIR 
I write you a few lines to express to you my deep feeling of grati

tude for your journey to visit & comfort my family as well as myself 
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in different ways & at different times: since my imprisonment here. 
Truly you have proved yourself to be "a friend in need;" & I feel 
my many obligations for all your kind attentions, none the less; for 
my wishing my Wife not to come on when she first set out. I would 
it were in my power to make to all my kind friends; some other 
acknowledgements than a mere tender of OUl' & my thanks. I can 
assure all: Mrs. Stearns, my young friend Hoyt; & many others I 
have been unable to write to as yet; that I certainly do notforgel; 
their love, & kindness. God AUmighty bless; & save them all; & 
grant them to see; a fulfilment of all their reasonable desires. . . . 
I am getting much better of my wounds; but am yet rather lame. 
Am very cheerful & trust I may continue so "to the end." 

My love to all Yours for God. & 
dear friends. Ihe righl; 

JOHN BROWN-

As he lay in jail at Charlestown, so vividly did the press 
portray John Brown in his prison background that those in 
the North who were moved by his speeches in court and 
his letters could fairly hear the clanking of his chains, could 
behold him on his bed of suffering, and later could see him 
toiling with his pen. The reporting was detailed and faith
ful. From it the public learned that in Captain John Avis he 
had a kind and considerate jailer: that by the 2d of Novem
ber all his wounds were healed, save one cut on the back of 
his head:" that he welcomed and greeted his visitors cor
dially, even Captain Sinn and his militiamen from Frederick, 
who were permitted to enter the jail at the end of October 
and stare at the prisoners as if they were caged animals. They 
were amazed at John Brown's composure and contentment 
as he told them of his admiration for the picked company of 
Virginia riflemen he had been thrown with in the War of 1812, 
and expressed his regret that circumstances prevented his 
seeing Captain Sinn's men on parade.at Only one visitor did 
John Brown render really uncomfortable. He was a Metho
dist clergyman, Norval Wilson, who, after calling on Brown 
with others of his cloth, proposed a prayer. II Mr. Wilson," 
asked Brown, lido you believe in slavery?" Mr. Wilson re
plied, II I do, under the present circumstances." "Then," said 
Brown with great earnestness, II I do not want your prayers. 
I don't want the prayers of any man that believes in slavery. 
You can pray to your Father that heareth in secret."" In a 
similar spirit he wrote to the Rev. Mr. McFarland,ofWooster, 
Ohio: 
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"You may wonder, are there no ministers of the gospel here? I 
answer, No. There are no ministers of Christ here. These ministers 
who profess to be Christian, and hold slaves or advocate slavery, I 
cannot abide them. My knees will not bend in pra~ with them 
while their hands are stained with the blood of souls. ' .. 

To the local newspaper editors who called, he was frank 
and cordial, answering freely every question which did not 
"involve others" and that was "consistent with honor." 
When asked by the Charlestown Independent Democrat if he 
were ready to meet death under the law, his reply was: "Am 
entirely ready so far as I know," and, "I feel no shame on 
account of my doom. Jesus of Nazareth was doomed in like 
manner. Why should not·1 be?"" 

The first of several friendly visitors from the North were 
Judge and Mrs. Russell. The latter remembers to this day 
how calm, rugged and comfortable Brown looked on the day 
the court fixed the bounds of his life. "Oh, my dear," he 
exclaimed to Mrs. Russell, "this is no place for you." But 
she found that there was some woman's work to do, for she 
had the captive's coat cleaned, and repaired it with her skilful 
hands, while her husband, as they conversed, was eyer looking 
at the wide chimney in the room and praying that J obn Brown 
might he spirited away to freedom by that ample channel." 
To the judge the prisoner reiterated his assertion, often made 
in those prison days, that he was not personally concerned 
in the Pottawatomie murders, - an assertion which misled 
Judge Russell into saying, on John Brown's word, that the 
latter had "nothing to do" with the killing; and Wendell 
Phillips into announcing publicly in Cooper Union that Brown 
was not at Pottawatomie - "not within twenty-five miles 
of the spot." II 

"Have you objections," the Russells heard John Brown 
say to Captain Avis, in calm, unmoved tone, "to my writ
ing to my wife and telling her that I am to be hanged on 
the second of December?" "At last," says Mrs. Russell, "we 
bad to take our leave. I kissed him, weeping. His mouth 
trembled, ever so little, but he only said: 'Now, go.'" And 
back to their hotel the Russells went in tears, marvelling at 
the utter absence in their doomed friend of self-commisera
tion, or of anything suggesting a quarrel with ~ate. Just as 
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they reached Boston, Mrs. Brown was starting for Harper's 
Ferry. There the Russells gave her the reassuring news of her 
husband's comfort and happiness, and told her that he would 
"not walk out of jail then if its doors were thrown open,
so indebted to Captain Avis did he feel. loo 

If John Brown did not let his wife join him at that time, he 
did receive a visit from Mrs. Rebecca Spring, of Perth Amboy, 
New Jersey, who exclaimed to her husband, "I must go and 
help them," the instant she heard that there were wounded 
Abolitionists in prison at Harper's Ferry. "We have talked 
~gainst slavery all these years; and now somebody has done 
something. These men have risked their lives; I must go," 
she said. And go she did, to tell John Brown, when she reached 
his cell, by permission of Judge Parker, that "it is better to 
die for a great idea than of a fever," and to learn from his 
lips that no spirit of revenge had actuated the raid. Mrs. 
Spring, too, ministered unto John Brown and his cellmate 
Stevens, the latter handsome and impressive despite his ter
rible wounds, and bearing his sufferings with grim and silent 
fortitude, expecting to die, but never once complaining. 101 * 
To study Brown as he sat at his cell-desk, Edwin A. Brackett, 
a sculptor, of Boston, came, - thanks to MrS. G. L. Steams's 
generosity, - and sketched him from the door of the cell, 
as the first step toward the familiar idealized bust. lot Later 
came an old friend of the Pennsylvania days, M. B. Lowry, 
to bid his instructor in tanning farewell. loa Samuel C. Pome
roy, the friend from Kansas, and later its Senator, was greeted 
with, "In prison ye came unto me," when he entered Brown's 
cell to ask, "You remember the rescue of John Doy. Do you 
want your friends to attempt it?" But Brown only repeated, 
"I am worth now infinitely more to die than to live." 10& It 
was Henry Clay Pate, however, the conquered at Black Jack, 
who most vividly called up the Kansas days to Brown. Their 
meeting was not cordial. Captain Pate came to gloat over 
his ensnared conqueror, and Captain Brown of Osawatomie 
declared frankly that he had met many men possessed of more 
courage than Captain Pate, ex-Border Ruffian. To which 
Captain Pate responded by charging Brown with all kinds of 
villainy, particularly theft. lo1 

• Mrs. Spring DOWUves iDLosAngeles,having nearly reached the century mark. " 
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When, in response to the panic fears of his commanders at 
Charlestown, Governor Wise reached there on November 20, 
with four hundred soldiers, the little Virginia town had as
sumed all the appearance of a beleaguered city. The troops 
were quartered in the churches, schools and in the court-house. 
The very graveyards were invaded for washing and cooking 
purposes when the militia were not parading or playing" fox 
and hounds" in the streets. lot Extraordinary were some of 
the military make-ups worn by the cavaliers. "Among many 
corps, each military gentleman selected his own uniform; 
and, while all seemed affected with a contempt for their citi
zen clothes, rarely more than two agreed in the selection of 
the color of their military dress."I07 But these men in buck
ram, as well as Governor Wise, were more desirous of seeing 
John Brown than of seeing even the charming women of 
Charlestown; and to his cell they were admitted in squads of 
ten and fifteen, save when the Governor himself was c1osete<l 
with him. los It is an interesting fact that, much as the Vir
ginians abhorred John Brown's actions, they respected his 
word. When he certified that a suspect brought before him 
had been a Border Ruffian and not a Free State man, the 
prisoner was instantly set free without question. 1011 So Gov
ernor Wise talked once more with the State prisoner, with 
absolute confidence in his veracity and integrity. This inter
view Governor Wise himself has described: 

U I visited John Brown but once after his incarceration to await 
his trial. I especially desired to ascertain whether he had any com
munication to make to me other than he had already made. He 
repeated mostly the same information, expressed his personal re
gard and respect for me, thanked me for my kindness in protecting 
him from all violence and in providing for his comfort. He com
plained of some disease of the kidneys, and I tendered him the best 
aid of physician and surgeon, which he declined, for the reason that 
he was accustomed to an habitual treatment, which he had already 
provided for himself. He talked with me freely and I offered to be 
the depositary of any confidential request consistent with my honor 

:~h~~t~e a:!.;~:~u~ f~~~ :t~e~ti~:llio ~=:: :~;~:~!~" 
While Governor Wise was with him, Brown corrected an 

obvious conflict between his statements as to his real object, 
after his capture (that it was not to carry off the slaves and . 
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free them), and his declaration in court, on being sentenced, 
that his sole object was to run the slaves off as he had done 
in Missouri. The next day he 'sent for Andrew Hunter, and 
after a talk with him, addressed to him the following note: 

CBAllLBSTOWN, JBPFBJlSON COUNTY, VA., 
November 22, 1859. 

DEAR SIR: I have just had my attention called to a seeming 
conftiction between the statement I at first made to Governor Wise 
and that which I made at the time I received my sentence, regard
ing my intentions respecting the slaves we took about the Ferry. 
There need be no such confliction, and a few words of explanation 
will, I think, be Quite sufficient. I had given Governor Wise a fuU 
and particular account of that, and when called in court to say 
whether I had anything further to urge, I was taken wholly by sur
prise, as I did not expect my sentence before the others. In the 
hurry of the moment, I forgot much that I had before intendetl 10 
say, and did not consider the full bearing of what I then said. I in
tended to convey this idea, that it was my object to place the slaves 
in a condition to defend their liberties, if they would, without any 
bloodshed, bul not that I intended 10 run them out of the slave Stales. 
I was not aware of any such apparent confliction until my attention 
was called to it, and I do not suppose that a man in my then circum
stances should be superhuman in respect to the exact purport of every 
word he might utter. What I said to Governor Wise was spoken 
with all the deliberation I was master of, and was intended for truth; 
and what I said in court was equally intended for truth, but required 
a more full explanation than I then gave. Please make such use of 
this as you think calculated to correct any wrong impressions I may 
have given. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JOHN BROWN 

ANDREW HUNTER, ESQ., Present.lll * 

The suffering wife of the prisoner had not returned to North 
Elba, after being stopped at Baltimore on her way to her hus
band. It seemed best to those friends who now came to her 
aid to keep her where she could leave for Harper's Ferry at 
a moment's notice. So, heavy of heart, she went first to Mr. 

• Andrew Hunter always declined to believe Brown's explanation that he was 
taken by surprise in court. It is interesting to note, however, that Dr. John D. 
Starry stated to a correspondent of the Tribune in May, 1884, that it was not true 
that John Brown had prevaricated after his capture; that he was a man of excita
ble temperament prone to error in excitement, but that when over his excitability 
"he was as exact as could be." See New York Semi-Weeki, Tribune, May 27. 
184 
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William Still's home at Philadelphia, whence, with Mrs. 
Spring just from John Brown's cell, she went to Eagleswood, 
Mrs. Spring's Perth Amboy home. Here she received every 
attention, but it was deemed wise to have her return to Phila
delphia on November 16, with Mr. McKim, with whom, and 
with Lucretia Mott, she spent the remaining weeks of her 
husband's life, quite content to abide by her husband's de
cision that it was unwise for her to go to his side.11I On the 
21st, with Mr. McKim's aid, she composed a touching letter 
to Governor Wise, begging for the II mortal remains of my 
husband and his sons" for decent and tender interment among 
their kindred.l1I Of his reply Govemor Wise made two drafts, 
- the first even more creditable to him than the one sent, for 
in it he wrote: II If duty and law pernlitted, you should have 
the lives of your husband and sons instead of· their mortal 
remains;" and that his feelin.gs as a man "yearned toward her 
as a wife and a mother, a woman afflicted." The letter Mrs. 
Brown received contained these characteristic paragraphs: 

"I am happy, Madam, that you seem to have the wisdom and 
virtue to appreciate my position of duty. Would to God that • pub
lic considerations could avert his doom,' for The Omniscient knows 
that I take not the slightest pleasure in the execution of any whom 
the laws condemn. May He have mercy on the erring and the 
afflicted. 

" Enclosed is an order to Major Genl. Wm. B. Taliaferro, in com
mand at Charlestown, Va. to deliver to your order the mortal re
mains of your husband • when all shall be over;' to bedelivered to 
your agent at Harper's Ferry: and if you attend the reception in 
person, to guard you sacredly in your solemn mission. . 

" With tenderness and truth, I am, 
.. Very respectfully your humble servant, 

HENRY A. WISE." m 

On the 30th, Mrs. Brown, in response to the letter already 
quoted, was at Harper's Ferry, accompanied by Mr. and 
Mrs. McKim and Hector Tyndale, a rising young lawyer of 
Philadelphia. Governor Wise ordered by telegraph that she, 
alone, be permitted to visit her husband the next day, on 
condition of returning to Harper's Ferry that evening and 
awaiting there the delivery of his body.l1I A sergeant and 
eight men of the Fauquier Cavalry escorted her carriage on 
the long, dreary ride to Charlestown on December I, and a 
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militia captain sat beside her.uI, At half-past three o'clock 
they were in Charlestown, and a few minutes later began 
that tragic last interview between husband and wife 'which 
so deeply stirred the onlooking North. But, as was to be ex
pected from two such self-controlled characters as John and 
Mary Brown, they in nowise gave way to their grief, save for 
a minute or two as they met. Mrs. Brown had had her mo
ment of uncontrollable anguish in Philadelphia, when Gov
ernor Wise's letter came to her with its final assurance that 
there was no hope for her husband's Iife. u7 Now husband 
and wife sat down to their final communion, - primarily to 
discuss his will, her future, the education of their children. 
When the coming event was touched upon, and her courage 
began to fail, he assured her that while it would be pleasant 
to live longer, he was content to go, for, after all, go he must 
sooner or later. 

When, however, it became evening and John Brown heard 
that they must part soon, he begged that she be permitted 
to pass the night with him. But the commanding general, 
Taliaferro, had no option in the face of the Governor's ex
plicit instructions. It was the only time in an his confinement 
that this great prisoner gave way to anger or passion. It 
availed him not; and when the parting came, both husband 
and wife "exhibited a composure, either feigned or real, that 
was truly surprising." In Captain Avis's room Mrs. Brown's 
tears came freely, and with her husband's last blessing ringing 
in her ears, she began the long, dark ride back to her waiting 
friends in Harper's Ferry.uI They were practically prisoners, 
these kind souls, for when they first went out to walk the 
streets, a bullet whistled in the air, to Hector Tyndale's espe
cial annoyance. For he little dreamed that twenty-six months 
later, on February 7,1862, to him would fall the military duty, 
while major of the Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, of 
burning nearly all of Harper's Ferry, save John Brown's fort. 
So quickly did time then bring its revenges! 

With his wife gone, John Brown, whose will had been drawn 
for him by Andrew Hunter,1l8 devoted himself for a time to 
his last letters and to a brief but calm sleep. He had already 
sent a final letter to his family, and, among half a dozen other 
last farewells, this note: 
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CBAIlLBSTOWN, JUFBUON Co VA. 29th Nov. 1859. 

Mas GEORGE L STEARNS 
Boston Mass 

My DEAR FRIEND 
No letter I have received since my imprisonment here, has given 

me more satisfaction, or comfort; than yours of the 8th inst. I am 
Quite cheerful: & was never more happy. Have only time [to] write 
you a word. May God forever reward you &- all yours. My love 10 
AU who love their neighbours. I have asked to be spared from having 
any mock; or hypocritical prayers made OrJer me, when I am puhlicly 
murdered: & that my only religious attendants be poor little, dirty, 
ragged, bare headed, &- barefooted Slave boys; & Girls; led by some old 
grey headed Slave Mother. 

Farewell. Farewell. 
Your Friend 

JOHN BROWNlie 

The letter to his family read in part thus: 

CBAKLBSTOWN, PUSON, JSFPBRSON Co, VA. 1 

30th Nov 1859 
My DEARLY BELOVED WIFE, SoNS: & DAUGHTERS, EVERYONE 

As I now begin what is probably the last letter I shall ever write 
to any of you: I conclude to write you all at the same time. . . . I 
am waiting the hour of my public murder with great composure of 
mind, & cheerfulness: feeling the strongest a.~urance that in no 
other possible way could I be used to so much advance the cause 
of God; & of humanity: & that nothing that either I or all my family 
have sacrifised or suffered: will be lost. The reflection that a wise & 
merciful, as weU as just &- holy God: rules not only the affairs of this 
world; but of all worlds: is a rock to set our feet upon: under all 
circumstances: ef1en those more severely trying ones: into which our 
own follies: & rongs have placed us. I have now no doubt but that 
our seeming disaster: will ultimately result in the most glorious 
succus. So my dear shattered &- broken family be of good cheer: & 
believe & trust in God; "with all your heart &- with aU your soul;" 
for" he doeth AU things well." Do not feel ashamed on my account: 
nor for one moment despair of the cause; or grow weary of weU doing. 
I bless God: I never felt stronger confidence in the certain and near 
approach of a bright Morning; & a glorious day; than I have felt: 
&: do now feel: since my confinement here. I am endeavouring to 
"return" like a "poor Prodigal" as I am, to my Father: against 
whom I have always sined: in the hope ,. that he may kindly, & for
givingly "meet me: though a rJerry great way off." Oh my dear Wife 
& Children would "to God" you could know how I have been 
"travelling in birth for you" all: that no one of you" may fail of the 
grace of God, through Jesus Christ:" that no one of you may be 
blind to the truth: & glorious "light of his word," in which Life; 
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& Immortality; are brought to light. I beseech you efJeryone to 
make the bible your dayly & Nightly study,. with a childlike honest, 
CQ.1ulid, teachable spirit: out of love and respect for your Husband; 
& Father: & I beseech the God of my Fathers,' to open all your eyes 
to a discovery of the truth. You CQ.nnot imagine how much you may 
soon need the consolations of the Christian religion. 

Circumstances like my own; for more than a month past; con
vince me beyound aU doubt: of our great need: of something more to 
rest our hopes on; than merely our own vague theories framed up, 
while our prejudices are excited; or our vanity worked up to its high
est pitch. Oh do not trust your eternal all uppon the boisterous 
Ocean, without efJen a Helm; or Compass to aid you in steering. I do 
not ask any of you; to throwaway your reason: I only ask you, to 
make a candid & sober use of your reason: My dear younger children 
will you listen to the last poor admonition of one who can only love 
you? Oh be determined at once to give your whole hearts to God; & 
let nothing shake; or alter; that resolution. You need have no fear 
of regreting it. Do not be vain: and thoughtless: but sober minded. 
And let me entreat you all to love the whole remnant of our once great 
family: "with a pure heart ferflently." Try to build again: your 
broken walls: & to make the utmost of every stone that is left. No
thing can so tend to make life a blessing as the consciousness that you 
lorJe: iii are belmJed: & "love ye the stranger" still. It is ground of the 
utmost comfort to my mind: to know that so many of you as have 
had the opportunity,. have given full proof of your fidelity to the 
great family of man. Be faithful until death. From the exercise of 
habitual love to man: it CQ.nnot be very hard: to learn to love his 
maker. I must yet insert a reason for my firm belief in the Divine 
inspiration of the Bible: notwithstanding I am (perhaps naturally) 
skeptical: (certainly not, credulous.) I wish you all to consider it 
most thoroughly,. when you read the blessed book; & see whether you 
can not discover such evidence yourselves. It is the purity of heart, 
feeling, or motive: as well as word, & action which is everywhere in
sisted on; that distinguish it from aU other teachings,. that commends 
it to my conscience: whether my heart be "willing, & obedient" or 
not. The inducements that it holds out; are another reason of my 
conviction of its truth: & genuineness: that I cannot here omit,. in 
this my last argument for the Bible. Eternal life ; is that my soul is 
.. panting after" this moment. I mention this; as reason for endeavour
ing to leave a valuable copy of the Bible to be carefully preserrJed in 
remembrance of me: to so many of my posterity; instead of some 
other things of equal cost. 

I beseech you all to live in habitual contentment with verry 
moderate circumstances: & gains, of worldly store: & most earnestly 
to teach this: to your children; & Childrens Children; after you: by 
example: as well,' as precept. Be determined to know by experience 
as soon as may be: whether bible instruction is of Divine origin or 
not: which says; "Owe no man anything but to love one another." 
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John Rogers wrote to his children, "Abhor the arrant whore of 
Rome." john Brown writes to his children to abhor with undiing 
hatred, also: that "sum of all vilainies;" Slavery. Remember that 
"he that is slow to anger is better than the mighty: and he that ruleth 
his spirit; than he that taketh a city." Remember also: that "they 
that be wise shall shine: . and they that turn many to righteousness: 
as the stars forever; & ever." And now dearly beloved Farewell, 
To God & the word of his grace I comme(n]d you all. 

Your Affectionate Husband & Father 
JOHN BROWN 111 

The last night was quickly over; with the coming of the 
dawn men were stirring, for this day was to see a "judicial 
murder" which, more than any other in the country's history, 
thrilled it from ocean to ocean. He who was to pay the pen
alty was early at his Bible, in which, before bestowing it upon 
a confectioner who had been kind to him, he had marked the 
passages which had most influenced his life. III Then there 
was still another letter to be written to his wife: 

My DEAR WIFE 

ClLuLBSTOWN, JEFFERSON Co, VA. 1 
2d Decem, 1859 

I have time to enclose the within: & the abOfJe: which I forgot 
yesterday: & to bid you another Farewell: "be of good cheer" and 
God Allmighty bless, save, comfort, guide, & keep; you, to .. the 
end." 

Your Affectionate Husband' 1 
JOHN BROWN. I 

The enclosures read thus: 
"To be inScribed on the old family Monument at North Elba. ~ 
"Oliver Brown born 1839 was killed at Harpers ferry Va 

Nov 17th 1859. 
"Watson Brown, born 1835 was wounded at Harpers ferry 

Nov 17th and died Nov 19th 1859. 
"(My Wife can) supply blank dates to above 
"John Brown born May 9th 1800 was executed at Charlestown, 

Va, DeCE'mber 2d 1859." 

.. Charlestown, Jefferson Co, Va, 2d Decem.-1859. It is mydesire 
that my Wife have all my personal property not previously disposed 
of by me; & the entire use of all my landed property during her 
natural life; & that after her death the proceeds of such land be 
equally divided between all my then living Children: & that what 
would be a Childs share be given to the Children of each of my Two 
sons; who feU at Harpersferry,' Va: & that a Childs share be difJided 

. . 
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among the children of any of my nOfll living Children who ma, d-N 
before their Mother (my present much beloved Wife.) No formal 
will: can be of use when my expressed wishes: are made known to 
my dutiful i and dearly beloved family. 

JOHN BROWN"IU* 

And while he was thus using his pen, the prison gUards who 
should have hated were moving automatically, silently, with 
bowed heads, lest the tears so near to welling up should over
flow. The majesty of death had now laid its spell upon them, 
as the dominating personality of the man they guarded had 
won from them a regard they wished not to bestow. To 
~ach quivering guard John Brown now gave a book; to his 
trusty jailer his silver watch. m Then, after a few minutes 
alone on his knees in prayer, it was" God bless you, my men," 
and .. May we all meet in Heaven," to those who had followed 
him even to the verge of the grave - save two. To John 
E. Cook he was reproachful because of some phrases in Cook's 
confession which seemed to his leader untruthful and mis
leading. To Hazlett he said not a word, for neither he nor any 
of the other raiders would admit that this was one of their 
chosen company, in the vain hope thus to cheat the scaffold 
of his young life. 1111 

And then John Brown stood on the porch of the jail, the 
last long journey begun, with lieutenants and guards py his 
side. No little slave-child was held up for the benison of his 
lips, for none but soldiery was near and the street was full of 
marching men. "I had no idea that Governor \Vise considered 
my execution so important," burst from his lips.lls But even 
in that supreme moment the race for which his life was forfeit 
was not forgotten. For, as he left his cell, he handed to one 
who stood near this final, wonderfully prophetic and imper
ishable message to the "million hearts" of his countrymen, 
which, as Wendell Phillips said, had been .. melted by that 
old Puritan soul:" 

"I John Brown am now quite certain that the crimes of this 
guill, land: will never be purged awa,,' but with Blood. I had (J$ I 
now think: ooinl, flattered myself that without fiery much bloodshed; 
it might be done." 11'1 •• , 

• He had already determined, with absolute equanimity of spirit. the kind of 
coffin in which he was to be buried. F~r his other wills, see Appeadiz. _ 
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To this true prophet on the brink of eternity it now ap
pears that nothing was concealed on that last morning. Must 
he not again have read the onrushing future as he surveyed 
the troops massed about the scaffold on that clear and warm 
and beautiful December day? For behind his gibbet stood 
U Stonewall" Jackson, some of whose young artillerymen, in 
the cadet red and gray of the Virginia Military Institute, were, . 
within three years' time, while still tender lads, to offer up 
their lives in defence of the very valley upon whose beauties 
they now gazed; Jackson himself was to give his life's blood 
to purge the nation of its crimes; and through the loss of his 
high-spirited and gifted son then in the ranks of the Richmond 
company, Governor Wise was soon to know what John Brown, 
the father, had suffered in the engine house at Harper's Ferry. 
There, on a snow-white horse, rode to and fro Captain Turner 
Ashby, of knightly bearing and superb horsemanship, destined, 
less than three years later, to die a general of Confederate cav
alry.111 And in the closed ranks stood now, shoulder to shoul
der, the colonels and generals of many a veteran legion-to-be, 
whose blood was soon to besprinkle Virginia from end to end. 
Here was forecast, too, the cruelest blood-letting of all the 
long and ghastly line; for, in a Richmond company, rifle on 
shoulder, stood the sinister figure of J. Wilkes Booth,12t than 
whom no single American ever dealt a wickeder blow to his 
country. If John Brown's prophetic sight wandered across 
the hills to the scene of his brief Virginia battle, it must 
have beheld his generous captor, Robert E. Lee, again in mili
tary charge of Harper's Ferry, wholly unwitting that upon 
his shoulders was soon to rest the fate of a dozen confederated 
States. And if the prisoner's spiritual glance carried thus far, 
it must also have found its way through the flimsy walls 
of the Wager House, into a room where waited a little group 
around a heart-broken woman with "hands locked, eyes 
streaming, hearts uplifted in prayer," waiting for the hour 
to strike which should tell them that John Brown was beyond 
the reach of enemies and friends alike. no 

His visions did not, however, prevent his drinking in the 
rare charm of the landscape. "This is a beautiful country. 
I never had the pleasure of seeing it before," fell from his 
lips,ut as he came upon the field, seated on his coffin, in a 
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wagon drawn by two white horses, and preceded by three 
companies of infantry. There were fifteen hundred soldiers 
present to see that this one old man was hanged. But, watch 
him as they might, they could detect no sign of flinching. 
With alacrity the despised Abolitionist climbed down from 
the wagon and ascended the scaffold to take one last, longing 
glance at the Blue Ridge Mountains which had to him spelled 
liberty for the enslaved these many long years. With cheer
fulness he shook the hands of those near him and bade others 
adieu. Not when the cap was drawn over his head, his arms 
pinioned at the elbows, the noose slipped around his neck, 
was there a single waver. Even in all the unpicturesqueness of 
his ill-fitting suit and trousers and loose carpet-slippers, John 
Brown was a wonderfully dignified and impressive figure on 
the scaffold, because of the serenity and calmness of his spirit. 
The solemnity of it all moved every one, from the boyish 
cadets to the oldest soldiers. The most deeply religious man 
among the troops, "Stonewall" Jackson, was shaken like 
the rest, and "sent up a fervent petition" to Heaven that 
John Brown might be saved. Awful was the thought, to him, 
that this man about to die" might receive the sentence' De
part, ye wicked, into the everlasting fire.''' 111 But no such 
thought was in the mind of John Brown. His soul was bent 
on high, facing in confidence the future. While the three 

. companies that had been his escort deployed slowly into 
place, he stood erect as a soldier of the Lord. As if to test his 
courage to the end, they were a long twelve minutes filing 
into place, while John Brown showed Virginia how a brave 
man could die. 

"The sheriff asked him," writes Colonel J. T. L. Preston, 
who stood hard by, "if he should give him a private signal, 
before the fatal moment. He replied in a voice that sounded 
to me unnaturally natural- so composed was its tone and 
so distinct its articulation - that 'it did not matter to him, 
if only they would not keep him too long waiting.''' But the 
little-drilled troops took forever, it seemed, in moving into 
place, - not, as was alleged in the North, to try the prisoner's 
nerves, but because the exact formation had been ordained 
in advance and there was no one thoughtful or daring enough 
to give the signal before it was complete. But come the word 
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did at last. A single blow of the hatchet in the sherifi's hand 
and, 

II the man of strong and bloody hand, of fierce passions, of iron will, 
of wonderful vicissitudes, - the terrible partisan of Kansas - the 
capturer of the United States Arsenal at Harper's Ferry- the 
would-be Catiline of the South- the demigod of the Abolitionists
the man execrated and lauded-damned and prayed for .•. John 
Brown, was hanging between heaven and earth." 133 

The painful silence that followed was broken by Colonel 
Preston's solemnly declaring: "So perish all such enemies of 
Virginia! All such enemies of the Union! All such foes of the 
human race!" It was said without a shade of animosity, 
without a note of exultation; but the blind man was not he 
who swung from the rope above. For his eyes had seen, long 
before his light had failed, the coming of the blue-clad masses 
of the North who were to make a mockery of Colonel Pres
ton's words and strike down the destroying tyranny of slavery, 
to free Virginia from the most fateful of self-imposed bonds. 
As the troops now solemnly tramped away, with all decorum 
and without any demonstrations, in far-off Albany they were 
firing one hundred guns as the dirge of the martyr. m And 
meanwhile, John Brown's soul was marching on, and all in 
the North who had a conscience and a heart knew that John 
A. Andrew voiced the truth when he declared that "whether 
the enterprise of John Brown and his associates in Virginia 
was wise or foolish, right or wrong; I only know that, whether 
the enterprise itself was the one or the other, John Brown 
himself is right." lU . 
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CHAPTER XV 

YET SHALL HE LIVE 

"THERE need be no tears for him, for few men die so happily, 
so satisfied with time, place and circumstance as did he," 
wrote Samuel Bowles in the Springfield Republican, the day 
when John Brown's body had hung for thirty-seven minutes 
on the scaffold. Perhaps at the very hour when he penned 
this editorial, only forty-four days after John Brown left 
Harper's Ferry in chains, yet about to shake the nation to its 
depths, Brown's lifeless body was taken back to the scene of 
his raid and delivered to his wife, - not, however, until Hec
tor Tyndale had insisted on the opening of the coffin to make 
sure that no other body had been substituted, as some had 
insinuated would be the case. 1 But the Virginians had done 
more than keep faith; they had furnished, by order of General 
Taliaferro, a body-guard of fifteen civilians, who volunteered 
to see that no harm befell the body in its simple pine coffin 
during its brief trip from Charlestown to Harper's Ferry, on 
a special train of two cars.- The very courtesy and human
ity of this action revealed the impossibility of making of this 
execu tion the ignominious hanging of a wicked criminal. 
The Virginians were willing, too, that Mrs. Brown should take 
with her the bodies of Oliver and Watson Brown; but the 
latter's remains had been taken to the Winchester Medi
cal College for preservation as an anatomical specimen, and 
Mrs. Brown felt herself unequal to the task of identifying 
the body of Oliver.' His remains, with those of the eight other 
raiders who died in Harper's Ferry, were buried in two large 
boxes by James Mansfield, to whom the county gave five 
dollars for his services. Almost at the water's edge of the 
Shenandoah, in an unmarked grave, he interred them, wrap
ping them first in the blanket-shawls they had worn over their 
shoulders as they went to their death in Harper's Ferry.· Here 
they lay while the hosts in Blue and Gray marched and fought 
over them.· 

• Until 1899, when, with Mansfield's aid, the bodies were moved to North Elba 
by Dr. Thomas Feather&tonhau,h, of Washington. and others interested, aad 
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All was quiet enough at Harper's Ferry when the funeral 
party started for Philadelphia, but the North at that hour 
was ringing with the news and echoing with protests. At Ra
venna, Ohio, at seven o'clock there was a meeting of sympa
thy, to which were invited all "who hate oppression and all 
its vengeful, savage barbarities and who sympathize with the 
devoted Martyrs of Liberty." II In Cleveland, Melodeon Hall 
was draped in mourning for a meeting attended by fourteen 
hundred persons; and as the train bearing Brown's body 
moved on toward Baltimore, this gathering solemnly resolved 
that his execution" for a conscientious observance of the law 
of brotherhood as inculcated by Jesus Christ, and the law of 
freedom as taught by Thomas Jefferson," proved that "the 
State of Virginia under the lead of Henry A. Wise" was a 
"contemptible caricature of the Old Dominion in the days 
of George Washington .... ". In Philadelphia they had not 
waited as long; a public prayer meeting was held at the hour 
of the execution, only, however, to be broken up by a number 
of Southern medical students, with whom the public openly 
sympathized.7 In New York, Rochester, Syracuse, Fitch
burg, Concord (Massachusetts), Plymouth, New Bedford, 
Concord (New Hampshire), and Manchester, meetings were 
held, and in many places the bells were tolled. 

But it was in Boston that the excitement reached its height. 
Motions to adjourn in honor of Brown were defeated in both 
houses of the Massachusetts Legislature, - by only three 
votes in the Senate, while in the House the vote stood 141 
to 6.' That night, however, Tremont Temple was filled to 
the doors by one of the greatest meetings of the many notable 
ones it had sheltereq. When the doors were opened, men 
and women were swept in, some without touching their feet to 
the ground. The meeting, held under the auspices of the Ameri
can Anti-slavery Society, was presided over by Samuel E. 

reinterred by the aide of their commander with those of Stevena and Hulett, 
Watson Brown'a body having previously been brought there. The changed opin
ion of their country appears from the fact that whereas Dauphin Thompson and 
Jeremiah G. Anderson were killed by United Statea marines in 1859, United 
States infantrymen of the Twenty-sixth Regiment fired a salute over their graves 
and those of their aasociates at North Elha in 1899. The Rev. Joshua Young, who 
read the service over John Brown's body in 1859. again officiated; Bishop Heary 
C. Potter alao took part in the ceremonies. 
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Sewall. Among the many placards which decorated the hall 
was one bearing these words of Lafayette: .. I never would 
have drawn my sword in the cause of America, if I could have 
conceived that thereby I was helping to found a nation of 
slaves." William Lloyd Garrison declared that the meeting 
was called to witness John Brown's resurrection, and read 
Brown's address to the court when sentenced.. He said in 
the course of his speech: 

•• Nevertheless, I am a non-resistant, and I not only desire, but 
have labored unremittingly to effect, the peaceful abolition of 
slavery, by an appeal to the reason and conscience of the slave
holder; yet, as a peace man-an 'ultra' peace man -I am pre
pared to say: 'Success to every slave insurrection at the South, and 
in every slave country.' And 1 do not see how 1 compromise or 
stain my peace profession in making that declaration. . . . Rather 
than see men wearing their chains in a cowardly and servile spirit, I 
would, as an advocate of peace, much rather see them breaking the 
head of the tyrant with their chains. Give me, as a non-resistant, 
Bunker Hill, and Lexington, and Concord, rather than the cowardice 
and servility of a Southern slave-plantation. II • 

The size and enthusiasm of this meeting were the more 
remarkable because there had been, just two weeks earlier, 
on November 19, a gathering in the same place in aid of John 
Brown's family. Ralph Waldo Emerson, the Rev. Jacob M. 
Manning, Wendell Phillips and John A. Andrew spoke, the 
last named also presiding and thereby apparently endanger
ing his political future. It was on this occasion that he ut
tered his famous sentiment about John Brown's being right, 
and declared. that the conflict between freedom and slavery 
was as irresistible as that between right and wrong. Wendell 
Phillips's oratory was at its best, for to his deep feeling about 
slavery itself was added all the chivalry of his generous, high
spirited, yet aristocratic nature. Said Emerson: 

.. I t is easy to see what a favorite he [John Brown) will be with his
tory, which plays such pranks with temporary reputations. Nothing 
can resist the sympathy which all elevated minds must feel with 
Brown, and through them the whole civilized world; and, if he must 
suffer, he must drag official gentlemen into an immortality most 
undesirable, and of which they have already some disagreeable fore
bodings." 10 
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Not often is it given to a condemned man to have the 
opinion of posterity thus interpreted to him by such great 
souls as Andrew, Phillips and Emerson, whose words, pene
trating as they did to the prisoner of Charlestown, must have 
strengthened his already wonderful composure. 

When the train which bore John Brown's body and its 
guardians arrived at Philadelphia, about one o'clock on the 
day after the execution, it was met by a reception committee 
headed by Dr. William H. Furness, who, with Hector Tyn
dale, led Mrs. Brown away.ll But the excitement in the 
great crowd on all sides of the station was so intense that it 
was not safe to take the body to the undertaker's, as had been 
planned. An empty hearse driven hastily away dispersed 
a part of the crowd as effectually as a platoon of police, and 
then the coffin was placed in a furniture car and carried to 
the Walnut Street wharf, whence it was taken by boat to 
New York on its way to North Elba.1I Thither Wendell 
Phillips and J. Miller McKim escorted the body, as well as 
Mrs. Brown; at every town at which they tarried, Troy, 
Rutland, Vergennes and Westport, bells tolled and the citi
zens appeared, to express their sympathy to Mrs. Brown.1I 

At Elizabethtown, the last resting-place for a night, a guard 
of honor watched the coffin in the court-house until dawn. 
Thence over almost impassable roads for the twenty-five miles 
to North Elba, which John Brown had himself so often cov
ered on foot, with the elements against him, the funeral party 
journeyed, all day of Wednesday, December 7. The next 
day, in the early afternoon, they laid all that was mortal of 
John Brown in a grave by the great boulder near his still 
unfinished house, - the huge stone being then, as to-day, the 
best possible monument to the native ruggedness and stead
fastness of his character. Near-by, the towering \\l1ite Face 
Mountain rises in all its grandeur, and well beyond, the tallest 
peak in the Adirondacks stands sentinel over the grave. 

The women of his family, with Salmon Brown, the sole 
son who dared be present, and Henry Thompson, were the 
chief mourners." FourwidowB were there, Mrs. Brown and 
the wives of Oliver and Watson Brown - Oliver's soon to 
die with the infant its father had not lived to see - and of 
William Thompson. The Rev. Joshua Young had come from . . - . . 
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his pulpit in Burlington, Vermont, to read from the Scriptures 
and to pray at the grave, for which service he was promptly 
deprived of his church. Mr. McKim once more bore his tes
timony, and then, in the place of William Lloyd Garrison, 
whose absence from Boston prevented his receiving in time 
the invitation to attend and speak, Wendell Phillips, the 
matchless orator of the Abolition cause, addressed the little 
gathering in the crowded house. Said he of John Brown: 

., Marvellous old man! • . • He has abolished slavery in Virginia • 
• You may say this is too much. Our neighbors are the last men we 

know. The hours that pass us are the ones we appreciate the least. 
Men walked Boston streets, when night fell on Bunker's Hill, and 
pitied Warren, saying, 'Foolish man! Thrown away his life! Why 
did n't he measure his means better?' Now we see him standing 
colossal on that blood-stained sod, and severing that day the tie 
which bound Boston to Great Britain. That night George III 
ceased to rule in New England. History will date Virginia Eman
cipation from Harper's Ferry. True, the slave is still there. So. 
when the tempest uproots a pine on your hills, it looks green for 
months-a year or two. Still, it is timber, not a tree. John Brown 
has loosened the roots of the slave system; it only breathes,- it 
does not live,-hereafter." 

And as the coffin was lowered, members of a neighboring 
colored family, that of Lyman Epps, sang some of the hymns 
for which he had cared, and John Brown was at rest among 
the negroes he had labored for, near the women of his family 
who had toiled and suffered anguish for him and his cause, in 
the shadow of the great mountains he had loved. 

But the meetings of sympathy and grief did not stop with 
the funeral. They went on for one reason or another, - the 
raising of funds for the family was one, - and soon there 
were gatherings of protest and denunciation by pro-slavery 
sympathizers. The great Cooper U nion m~ting in New. York, 
addressed by Wendell Phillips, on December 15, was inter
rupted throughout by-men sent there by denunciations of it 
in the Herald. On the same day, an anti-slavery convention 
in Philadelphia devoted itself to the Charlestown martyr.11 
A week earlier, a large Union meeting in Faneuil »all, in 
Boston, had repudiated the raid, acclaimed the Union, and 
boldly asserted the.right of Virginia to her peculiar institution. 
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An ex-Governor of the State, Levi Lincoln, presided, and the 
names of four other ex-Governors and some of the best known 
men in Boston were on the list of vice-presidents. 'l The 
Union meeting in New York, on December 19, adopted a reso
lution denouncing "all acts or inflammatory appeals which 
intend or tend to make this Union less perfect, or to jeopard 
or disturb its domestic tranquillity, or to mar the spirit of 
harmony, compromise and concession upon which the Union 
was formed by our fathers .... n Another resolution read: 
"That we regard the recent outrage at Harper's Ferry as a 
crime - not only against the State of Virginia, but against 
the Union itself .... That, in our opinion, the subject of 
slavery has been too long mingled with party politics/! 
Among the speakers were Charles O'Conor, ex-Governor 
Washington Hunt, John A. Dix, Professor Ormsby M: 
Mitchel, later a distinguished Northern general, and the Rev. 
Dr. George W. Bethune. Mayor Daniel F. Tieman was in the 
chair. There were three overflow meetings in the street. 17 Sim
ilar meetings were held in many another town and city, of those 
who wanted to preserve the Union of the States by keeping 
silent on the slavery question, and the New York Democracy: 
was bitter in its denunciations of the "Northern Abolition-' 
ists," who now stood convicted of having "long contemplated 
a war of races," and of having, as the Brown raid revealed, 
"slowly and deliberately" plotted to that end.18 Individuals 
of prominence, too, went on record in those days. Emerson; 
in his ignorance of Pottawatomie, had spoken of Brown be
fore his execution as "that new saint, than whom none purer 
or more brave was ever led by love of men into conflict and 
death, - the new saint awaiting his martyrdom, and who,
if he shall suffer, will make the gallows glorious like the 
cross." Thoreau felt similarly. Longfellow wrote in his diary 
on the day of the hanging: "This will be a great day in 
our history; the date of a new Revolution, - quite as much 
needed as the old one. Even now as I write, they are leading 
old John Brown to execution in Virginia for attempting to 
rescue slaves! This is sowing the wind to reap the whirlwind; 
which will come soOn." I. 

George William Curtis felt that John Brown was "not 
buried but planted. He will spring up a hundred-fold. I do· 
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not wonder at the solemn pomp of his death. They would 
have none but a Southern-made rope to hang him, but that 
rope had two ends - one around the neck of a man, the other 
around the system [of slavery]." 10 "Let the American State 
hang his body and the American Church damn his soul. Still, 
the blessing of such as are ready to perish will fallon him, and 
the universal justice of the Infinitely Perfect God will make 
him welcome home. The road to heaven is as short from 
the gallows as from the throne," wrote Theodore Parker. II 
"The day before yesterday old Brown was executed," wrote 
Francis Lieber to a friend. "He died like a man and Virginia 
fretted like an old woman. . . . The deed was irrational, 
but it will be historical. Virginia has come out of it damaged, 
I think. She has forced upon mankind the idea that slavery 
must be, in her own opinion, but a rickety thing ..•. " II 

The politicians, too, were quick to give their opinions. 
Abraham Lincoln, at Troy, Kansas, on December 2, 1859, 
remarked: "Old John Brown has been executed for treason 
against a State. We cannot object, even though he agreed 
with us in thinking slavery wrong. That cannot excuse vio
lence, bloodshed and treason. I t could avail him nothing that 
he might think himself right." II On February 27, 1860, 
speaking more at length in Cooper Union, he declared: 

II John Brown's effort was peculiar. It was not a slave insurrec
tion. It was an attempt by white men to get up a revolt among 
slaves, in which the slaves refused to participate. In fact, it was so 
absurd that the slaves, with all their ignorance, saw plainly enough 
it could not succeed. That affair, in its philosophy, corresponds with 
the many attempts, related in history, at the assassination of kings 
and emperors. An enthusiast broods over the oppression of a people 
tiUhe fancies himself commissioned by Heaven to liberate them. 
He ventures the attempt, which ends in little else than his own 
execution. Orsini's attempt on Louis Napoleon, and John Brown's 
attemp't at Harper's Ferry were in their philosophy precisely the 
lI8IIle." I. 

Lincoln's great rival for the Republican nomination for 
the Presidency, William H. Seward, did not mince matters. 
All good citizens, he said, would agree CI that this attempt to 
exeCute an unlawful purpose in Virginia by invasion, involv
ing servile war, was an act of sedition and treason, and crim-
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inal in just the extent that it affected the public peace and 
was destructive of human happiness and life." But, besides 
lamenting the deaths of innocent citizens, "slain from an 
ambush and by surprise," Mr. Seward felt that the execu
tions of the offenders themselves might be thought pitiable, 
"although necessary and just, because they acted under de
lirium, which blinded their judgments to the real nature 
of their criminal enterprise." II In Massachusetts, Edward 
Everett and Caleb Cushing voiced their protests and painted 
the horrors of servile insurrections, in the Boston Union meet
ing of December 8, in which Cushing called attention, in vain, 
to Brown's blood guilt on the Pottawatomie. Public opinion 
in the North was in no mood to believe ill of John Brown, 
and even in the South his previous record made far less im
pression than did the manner of his dying. None the less, 
both Everett and Cushing roundly denounced the lawlessness 
of the raid, and the latter did not hesitate to insinuate that 
Phillips, Garrison, Parker and the other anti-slavery leaders 
were as insane as Gerrit Smith. 

Stephen A. Douglas, the author of the vicious Kansas
Nebraska act, but for which there would probably have been 
no raid on Harper's Ferry, who was then nearing the prema
ture ending of his remarkable career, touched upon Brown's 
taking horses belonging to citizens of Missouri. Naturally, 
be beheld in Brown a "notorious man who has recently suf
fered death for his crimes," It and he was glad to saddle upon 
the Republican party the responsibility for those crimes. As 
for the Southerners themselves, the attitude of their leaders 
is easily conceivable. In Jefferson Davis's eyes, John Brown 
deservedly "suffered a felon's death," for he came "to incite 
slaves to murder helpless women and children." 17 Robert 
Toombs was fiery enough to suit even Governor Wise, for 
in the Senate, in the following January, he thus talked of 
civil war: 

.. Never permit this Federal government to pass into the hands of 
the black Republican party. It has already declared war against 
you and your institutions. It every day commits acts of war against 
you: it has already compelled you to arm for your defence. • • • De
fend yourselves! The enemy is at your door. wait not to meet him at 
your hearthstone; meet him at the doorsill, and drive him from the 
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Temple of Libe!tY. or pull down its pillara and involve him in a 
common ruin." 18 

In the course of an excited debate in the Virginia House 
of Delegates, five days after John Brown's death, General 
James L. Kemper, one of the most talented and influential 
members of the Legislature, was almost as bloodthirsty: 

H All Virginia • • • should stand forth as one man and say 
to fanaticism, in her own language, whenever you advance 
a hostile foot upon our soil, we will welcome you with bloody 
hands and to hospitable graves." 18 

A similar vein was that of a State Senator of Mississippi, 
Brown by name, to the Legislature of his State: 

"I have said of Mr. Seward and his fonowers, that they are our 
enemies and we are lheirs. He has declared that there is an • irre
pressible conflict' between us. So there is! He and his followers 
have declared war upon us, and I am for fighting it out to the bitter 
end. It is clear that one or the other must go to the wall, and the 
800ner the better." • 

In the view of Senator Mason, of Virginia: 

II John Brown's invasion was condemned [in the North] only be
cause it failed. But in view of the sympathy for him in the North 
and the persistent efforts of the sectional party there to interfere 
with the rights of the South, it was not at all strange that the 
Southern States should deem it proper to arm themselves and pre
pare for any contingency that might arise." II 

In his annual message to Congress, President Buchanan 
took the unusual view that while many feared that the Har
per's Ferry outbreak was but a symptom of an uincurable 
disease in the public mind," it was in his opinion likely to 
be altogether a blessing in its after effects. He informed the 
country of his belief that: 

.. the events at Harper's Ferry, by causing the people to pause 
and reflect upon the possible peril to their cherished institutions, 
win be the means, under Providence, of allaying the existing excite
ment and preventing further outbreaks of a similar character. They 
will resolve that the Constitution and the Union shall not be en
dangered by rash counsels, knowing that should • the silver cord be 
loosed or the golden bowl be broken . . . at the fountain,' human 
power could never reunite the scattered and hostile fragmenta." 
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The Joint Committee of ~he General Assembly of Virginia, 
which investigated the raid, held a different opinion when it 
reported, on January 26, 1860; for it felt that as long as the 
Republican party 

"maintains its present sectional organization, and inculcates its 
present doctrines, the South can expect nothing less than a succes
sion of such traitorous attempts to subvert its institutions and to 
incite its slaves to rapine and murder. The crimes of John Brown 
were neither more nor less than practical illustrations of the doc
trines of the leaders of the Republican party. The very existence 
of such a party is an offence to the whole South." 

The Committee offered a resolution that Virginia should 
put its militia on a war-service basis, and then, without vio
lating the Federal Constitution, achieve its commercial in
dependence of the North by establishing its own manufac
tures and promoting direct trade with foreign countries.'1 
Only nine days earlier, the General Assembly had listened 
to an address of O. G. Memminger, special commissioner 
from South Carolina to urge Virginia to join the conference 
of Southern States which South Carolina was calling, to con
sider and act upon the grave situation created by the U in
creasing violence in new and alarming forms" of the attacks 
upon slavery. "Every village bell," he said, "which tolled 
its solemn note at the execution of Brown, proclaims to the 
South the approbation of that village of insurrection and 
servile war." Harper's Ferry, he declared, "proved that the 
North and South are standing in battle array." II Similar 
sentiments were voiced by Governor Gist, of South Carolina, 
in his annual message to the Legislature. For him the Rubi
con had been crossed. U 

In marked contrast to this, the utterance of one Northern 
Governor, Samuel J. Kirkwood, of Iowa, may be cited in this 
connection, since it was an accurate interpretation of the 
opinions of the bulk of the plain people of the Middle West: 

.. I cannot wonder at the most unfortunate and bloody occur
rence at Harper's Ferry. But while we may not wonder at it, we 
must condemn it. It was an act of war - of war against brothers, 
and in that a greater crime than the invaders of Cuba and Nicara
gua were guilty of; relieved to some extent of its guilt in the minds 
of many, by the fact that the blow was struck for freedom, and not 
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for slavery •••• While the great mass of our people utterly con
demn the act of John Brown, they feel and they express admiration 
and sympathy for the disinterestedness of purpose by which they 
believe he was governed, and for the unflinching courage and calm 
cheerfulness with which he met the consequences of his failure." 

But even this was not allowed to pass uncriticised by the 
Democratic minority in the Iowa Legislature, fifty-eight 
members of which voted that such sentiments were out of 
place in a gubernatorial message, and quite "demagogic." II 

As for the newspapers, North and South, they took sides 
about as they had prior to the execution. Curiously enough, 
some in the South turned on their friend the New York Her
ald, because it printed so many Abolitionist speeches and 
documents, the reprinting of which, it was felt, would do much 
harm. A collapsing economic system, slavery was more.than 
ever afraid of free speech, as was shortly to be shown by its 
treatment of a powerful tract, 'The Impending Crisis,' from 
the pen of Hinton Rowan Helper, a poor white of Southern 
birth and breeding. Newspapers like the Richmond Enguirer, 
Charleston, South Carolina, Mercur" and the Baltimore 
Patriot, put remarkably little faith in the action taken by the 
various Northern anti-Brown meetings, which they suspected 
of being planned to appease the South for the moment. The 
Patriot believed that there was no sincerity and a great deal 
of political time-serving in the resolutions passed, favorable 
as they were to the South." The Enquirer was pleased with 
the words, but demanded "acts, acts." It sympathized with 
the remark of the London Times that "the first thing that 
strikes us is that the North did nothing until Brown was exe
cuted, and then it began to talk."·7 The Baltimore Sun II 
found in the pro-Brown outbursts proof, hitherto lacking, 
that Brown was really a "representative man" of the North. 
"That the South can afford to live under a Government, 
the majority of whose subjects or citizens regard John Brown 
as a martyr and a Christian hero, rather than a murderer and 
robber, and act up to those st>ntiments, or countenance others 
in so doing, is a preposterous idea, as will be comprehended 
by all the North ere the end of the next session of Con
gress .•.. " Naturally, newspapers of this stripe could only 
denounce as treason the editorial utterance of the Cleveland 
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Daily Herald,·f entitled UHung be the Heavens with Black," 
which declared that "The gloom upon all hearts is too deep 
for words. Slavery drives John Brown to madness and then 
hangs him for that insanity. What a spectacle in a Chris
tian community! - What a solemn day for this Christian 
nation!" But they found fresh comfort in the Portage, Ohio, 

, Sentinel, published in John Brown's old home, which rejoiced 
in his proper penalty for his many crimes, for" his whole life 
••• has been that of a lawbreaker.".cI Thus were Northern 
communities of a sudden clearly cleaved by the actions of 
twenty-two men in a Southern State. 

But nowhere were there abler editorials on the Southern 
side than appeared in the Baltimore American, which sin~ 
cerely hoped that the death of John Brown would end the 
.. confusion, excitement and parade" among the Virginians, 
which, it felt bound to say, had not upresented them in a very 
favorable aspect to the country." Uttering "a word of cau
tion to those who are inclined to attach importance to the 
fact that Brown met his fate with perfect calmness," the 
American rightly declared that in itself this proved nothing. 
"Pirates," it said, uhave died as resolutely as martyrs .... 
If the firmness displayed by John Brown proves anything, 
the composure of a Thug, dying by the cord with which he 
had strangled so many victims, proves just as much." U Not 
unnaturally, the Southern press absolutely failed to compre
hend such a point of view as that of Victor Hugo, perhaps the 
greatest man of letters in Europe, in whose far-reaching opin
ion: .. In killing Brown, the Southern States have committed 
a crime which will take its place among the calamities of his
tory. The rupture of the Union will fatally follow the assas
sination of Brown. As to John Brown, he was an apostle and 
a hero. The gibbet has only increased his glory and made him 
a martyr." 41 For his epitaph Victor Hugo suggested, .. Pro 
Christo sicut Christus." 

The Baltimore American's hope, that Virginia might set
tle down after John Brown's execution, came to naught as 
long as Brown's followers were yet to be disposed of. The 
trials of Edwin Coppoc, Shields Green, John Copeland, Jr., 
and John E. Cook followed in that order, and by November 
9 they were all sentenced to die on December 16, their trials 
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being in all essentials repetitions of Brown's, without the dra
matic features, George Sennott, of Boston, making a splendid 
legal fight for them. His contention that a negro could not 
be convicted of treason in Virginia was agreed to by Andrew 
Hunter and the court, and Green and Copeland were con
victed on the other charges. In Cook's behalf, the eloquent 
Daniel W. Voorhees, of Indiana, later United States Senator 
from that State, made a plea which is said to have reduced 
the court-room to tears - but in vain.u In Edwin Coppoc's 
behalf, Governor Wise appeared before the Senate and House 
Committees for Courts of Justice in Richmond, and stated 
his readiness to have Coppoc's sentence commuted to im
prisonment for life. U This action justly won for the impul
sive and high-spirited Governor not a little praise from both 
North and South, and the unfortunate Quaker youth might 
possibly have escaped the scaffold, had there not most in
opportunely appeared in ~ New York Tribune a letter from 
Coppoc to Mrs. John Brown, telling of the death of Watson 
and Oliver Brown, in which he spoke of the Harper's Ferrians 
as "the enemy." At once the Senate Committee took sides 
against Coppoc, and the Governor's intercession became of 
no avail. This might, however, have been the case had the 
letter not appeared, for while it was alleged in some quarters 
that Coppoc had shot no one, it was clearly brought out be
fore the Senate Committee that his rifle was responsible for 
Mayor Beckham's death. Coppoc denied having written the 
letter, but it is believed that he signed it after it had been 
written for him by Cook." 

Naturally, the friends of John Brown in the North watched 
the fate of his associates with all devotion,hopingagainsthope 
for the prisoners' lives, and eager to do anything to aid them. 
The failure of their efforts to rescue John Brown from death 
on the scaffold only increased the determination of his three 
militant friends, Thomas Wentworth Higginson, John W. 
Le Bames and Richard J. Hinton, to cheat the Virginia hang
man of some of his victims. But before they could do else 
than begin to plot, four more raiders, John E. Cook, Edwin 
Coppoc, Shields Green and John Copeland, Jr., were executed 
on a single day, December 16. As if to intensify the bitterness 
and disappointment of their Northern allies, Cook and Cop-
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poe all but escaped, the night before their deaths. Despite 
the watchfulness of Andrew Hunter and the military com
manders in Charlestown, one of the men enrolled for service 
in the prison guards soon after the raid was Charles Len
hart, the Kansas Free State fighter, whose sole motive for 
this service was a desire to succor the raiders." I t was easy 
for him to get into touch with them, and from him Cook and 
Coppoc learned that on the night of December 14, 1859, he 
would be on duty at the angle of the prison wall most favor- . 
able for an escape. They had borrowed a knife from a prison 
guard and "forgotten" to return it; taken a screw out of the 
bedstead, and obtained a knife-blade from Shields Green. 
With these slight implements they had worked a whole week 
and made an aperture in the wall which they were able to 
conceal during the day. With the knife-blade they made teeth 
in the knife, and with this roughly improvised saw cut off 
their shackles. Their cell being on the first floor, there was 
a drop of not over five feet to the prison yard. Once there, 
only a fifteen-foot brick wall was between them and free
dom. 

On the appointed night, Lenhart was on guard and every
thing in readiness. But anxiously as he walked his post those 
long wintry hours, not a sound came to his longing ears be
fore the arrival of his relief sent him back to his quarters. A 
fatal consideration for his brother-in-law, the then Governor 
\Villard, of Indiana, and his sister Mrs. Willard, who were 
in town to bid him farewell, but were to leave the next day, 
induced Cook to postpone the attempt lest the escape reflect 
upon them.f.7 He was generous enough to urge Coppoc to go 
alone, but Coppoc was not of that stuff. Not even the thought 
of his grief-stricken Quaker mother in the quiet village of 
Springdale, to which his brother Barclay had now safely re
turned, would induce him to abandon his comrade. On July 
25 of the same year, Barclay Coppoc had said to his mother, 
after getting a letter from John Brown: "We are going to 
start for Ohio to-day." UOhio!" said his mother, U I believe 
you are going with old Brown. When you get the halters 
around your necks, will you think of me?"·1 The halter was 
fairly around Edwin's neck now, but nothing could induce him 
to deprive Cook of his chance for life by going out alone •. 
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On the next night, Coppoc removed his chains and crawled 
out first, Cook following. To their joy they found no one in 
the prison yard. Fortunately, the timbers of the scaffold upon 
which Brown had perished, and upon which they were to die, 
were still in the yard, and gave them an easy means of arriv
ing at the top of the wall. Alas for their high hopes! A loyal 
soldier of Virginia stood where Lenhart was to have been, 
and the instant Cook appeared upon the wall, the guard shot 
at him." Both men tried to jump down, but the sentry threat
ened to bayonet them if they did, and so, sadly enough, they 
walked back into the jail and delivered themselves up to the 
astonished Captain A vis and his guards. Their stay in their 
cell thereafter was short - a brief twelve hours. At half
past twelve of the next day they left it forever, calm, cool 
and collected, to show, as did the negroes Green and Cope
land, that Brown's men could die like himself, "with the most 
unflinching firmness," as the Associated Press told the story. 

With these deaths there remained alive at Charlestown only 
Aaron Dwight Stevens and Albert Hazlett, of Brown's little 
band. The latter went by the name of William H. Harrison, 
the nom de guerre of Richard J. Hinton, which Hazlett had 
assumed when arrested at Newville, Pennsylvania. Under 
it he had illegally been extradited to Virginia, there being no 
proof produced that he had ever been in that State, or was 
in any way connected with the Harper's Ferry raid. In jail, 
as already told, his comrades refused to recognize him or call 
him else than Harrison. " Hazlett," says Mrs. Annie Brown 
Adams, U was a really good, kind-hearted man, with little or 
no education. He had always lived among the roughest kind 
of people, and was the least accustomed to polite living of 
any of them, but he was brave and manly in every respect." II 

As for Stevens, with his superb physique, fine face and beau
tiful voice, and reputation for matchless physical courage, 
the young men of Charlestown thronged to see him, to hear 
him sing, or to talk of his belief in spiritualism. Women easily 
fell under the sway of his charms, and a young woman from 
Ohio, Jennie Dunbar, went to Richmond in vain, just before 
his execution in March, to beg for his life of Governor Letcher, iI 
who had succeeded Governor Wise on January I, 1860. No 
one who met Stevens failed to remember him, uneducated 
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though he was, and since boyhood an adventurer. His per
sonality was a special incentive to those who plotted for his 
release. 

Before the hanging of Cook and Coppoc, Richard J. Hin
ton telegraphed to Leavenworth in an endeavor to get hold 
once more of Captain James Montgomery, of Kansas. He 
was restless on December 13 that no answer had come ... Count 
me in for one, Stephens and Haslitt must be saved," he wrote 
to Mr. Higginson on that date, and urged that something be 
done without regard to Montgomery.6I But Higginson, know
ing Montgomery's reputation as a Free State leader, insisted 
on his coming East to take the leadership in their rescue plan. 
The two did not meet personally un til the rescuers had as
sembled at Harrisburg. Then Higginson was delighted with 
the Kansan, and wrote to his wife on February 17, 1860, that 
Montgomery "is one of the most charming men I ever saw 
. . . and a man to follow anywhere. He was at first reluctant 
to come, but now his soul is in it. Says the obstacles sound 
much greater than they are." II 

The reason for Montgomery's reluctance in coming was, 
as he himself wrote to Higginson on February I, from Mound 
City, Kansas, II the strong possibility that my services will 
be needed nearer home. One of our citizens has been shot 
down and another carried off by a mob from Missouri." Be
tween his duty to his family, his duty to his creditors, and his 
duty to the cause, he had spent a sleepless night, and then 
decided to send some one else East in his place. Before this 
letter was penned, Mr. Higginson had started R. J. Hinton 
on January II, 1860, for Kansas, to plead with Montgomery 
personally." This Hinton did at Moneka, early in February, 
with such success that Montgomery agreed to leave for the 
East at once, and, instead of mailing his letter of declination 
to Mr. Higginson, handed it to him at Harrisburg. 1Ii It was 
addressed to the U Rev. Theo. Brown," and signed by U Henry 
Martin;" but when they met, Higginson was going by the 
name of Charles P. Carter, while Captain Montgomery was 
always referred to in the letters that passed between the 
conspirators as the "master machinist." II 

Before they actually met in Harrisburg, on February 16. 
much preliminary work was done. Besides contributing li~ 
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erally of his own means, Higginson obtained permission from 
John Brown's widow to use part of the funds placed in his 
hands for the benefit of the Brown family, in his endeavor 
to save Hazlett and Stevens." The young publishers of Red
path's hastily written and printed life of Brown, William W. 
Thayer and Charles Eldridge, were enlisted in the cause and 
contributed eight hundred dollars, partly an outright gift, 
partly as a loan, Thayer taking four hundred and thirty-one 
dollars in a bag to Harrisburg and spending, en route, a sleep
less night at the Astor House in New York, lest he be robbed 
by an unknown room-mate. Wendell Phillips promised one 
hundred dollars, and E. A. Brackett, the sculptor, two hun
dred dollars. Colonel D. R. Anthony, of Leavenworth, con
tributed three hundred dollars to Hinton and Montgomery. 
All in all, $1721 were disbursed in the undertaking, and no 
one regretted the expenditure then or at any time." 

Mr. Higginson at once saw the desirability of getting in 
touch with those of Brown's men who had escaped from Har
per's Ferry, because of the invaluable knowledge attained by· 
them in their recent and perilous escape through the moun
tains. He soon succeeded in finding Charles Plummer Tidd, 
then in hiding in Ohio, and learned from him that he was 
anxious to aid the expedition. But Tidd wrote on January 
20 that it would be impossible for him "to act openly in the 
Southern part of this State [Ohio] or in Virginia. I am too 
well known, and at this season of the year I think it a great 
undertaking to camp out." He would be willing to go in the 
spring, but as it became evident that Stevens and Hazlett 
would not be alive in the spring unless rescued, - they were 
both sentenced to death on February 14, 1860, -Tidd came 
to Boston in February to counsel with Higginson and Thayer 
and Eldridge. He then again stated his belief that the plan 
of rescue conceived by Higginson, of an overland dash to 
Charlestown through the mountains, was impracticable owing 
to the cold. To camp without fires was impossible; to camp 
with them was to court discovery and capture. III 

For the moment, however, Higginson refused to be dis
couraged by the unquestionable truth of this statement, and 
continued his planning with unabated enthusiasm. John W. 
I.e Barnes had, meanwhile, returned to New York to reblist 
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for the new undertaking the group of German revolutionists 
of 1848 who had expressed a willingness to join in the effort 
to save Brown from the gallows. It was through the editor of 
the Staats-Zeit'Ung, Oswald Ottendorfer, and Friedrich Kapp, 
one of the foremost of the German refugees, that Le Barnes 
had got into touch with this group and obtained the adher
ence of their leader, Colonel Richard Metternich, who sub
sequently died in the cause of freedom in the Union army. 
Metternich asserted that he had a dozen or more men ready 
to go, and their terms as to themselves, and their families in 
case of accident, were moderate. But doubts having arisen 
as to the genuineness of their enthusiasm in the cause, Hinton 
was hurried to New York on his return from Kansas, to see 
each of them personally,-Uto cinch the Teutons,"eo as Hig
ginson put it. Their willingness to start was never actually 
tested. Le Barnes and Hinton saw to it that they were armed 
"with the tools necessary, large and small," that is, rifles 
and revolvers. Rockets and ammunition were also purchased 
in New York, and Mr. Higginson had attended to the ob
taining of "tools" for the others of the band, most of which 
were borrowed in Boston. One box of rifles was sent to New 
York in care of Oliver Johnson, editor of the Anti-Slavery 
Standard, and one box of revolvers to Le Barnes, who was 
to bring them in his trunk if summoned to Harrisburg; but 
he was urged to be careful of them, as they were to be "re
turned if not wanted." 11 

There was no difficulty in getting men together in Kansas 
under Montgomery's leadership, and no question as to their 
loyalty and enthusiasm, with or without pay. Naturally, the 
men who had safely delivered Dr. John Doy from the St. 
Joseph, Missouri, jail were the first thought of. Silas SouM, 
Joseph Gardner, J. A. Pike and S. J. Willis were selected 
from their number. II Willis, being in Troy, New York, first 
heard of the undertaking through a letter from Hinton. He 
at once wrote to Higginson, in the spirit characteristic of all 
the Kansans, "I am now on call," and assured him that the 
entering of Missouri's strongest prison and taking therefrom 
his friend and neighbor Dr. Doy "are among the most pleasing 
incidents of a somewhat eventful life." From Linn County 
came John Brown's close friend, Augustus Wattles, together 
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with Henry Carpenter and Henry C. Seaman. Henry Sea
man's brother Benjamin was summoned from his home in 
Iowa, and Benjamin Rice from Bourbon County, Kansas. 
Augustus Wattles went on ahead. II 

Captain Montgomery, signing himself U Henry Martin," tel
egraphed to Mr. Higginson from Leavenworth, on February 
10,1860, U I have got eight machines. Leave St. Joseph thir
teenth," .. machines" being the code word for" men." It Curi
ously enough, at that moment Mr. Higginson seems to have 
felt that the proper time for the venture had passed. Accord
ing to his own memorandum on the telegram, he answered, 
uToo late - send back machines and come here yourself. 
T. B. [Theodore Brown]." But the answer cannot have 
reached Montgomery, for five days later, a telegram from 
J. H. Reed [Hinton] in Pittsburg announced the arrival there 
of Ueight machines awaiting transfer."" After two days 
more, the U machines" were safely transferred to Harrisburg in 
the guise of cattlemen looking for bargains. Those from Linn 
County had had a thrilling adventure in crossing the Mis
souri River to St. Joseph at night, in an overloaded skiff, but 
experienced no difficulty in passing through that Southern 
city. The three Doy rescuers, Gardner, Pike and Soul~, nat
urally gave St. Joseph a wide berth, and the two parties do 
not seem to have met until Pittsburg was reached." The 
eight U machines" reported there could only have been Mont
gomery, Rice, Pike, Gardner, SouM, Carpenter and the two 
Seamans, for Wattles had gone ahead, and Willis was still in 
Troy. 

At Harrisburg, Montgomery speedily found Higginson, who 
had taken up his abode with Dr. William W. Rutherford, an 
Abolitionist and a U tower of strength," and probably the 
only man in Harrisburg who was entrusted with the secret." 
Th~ problem which confronted Montgomery and Higginson, 
as they sat down to it in the Doctor's parlor, Higginson put on 
a bit of paper he has carefully preserved. It reads as follows:" 

This is what involved -
I. Traverse a mountainous country miles "at 10 miles a night, 

carrying arms ammunition & blankets & provisions for a week
with certain necessity of turning round and retreating the instant 
of discovery, & of such discovery causing death to our friends: aDd 
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this in a country daily travened by hunters. Also the certainty of 
retreat or detection in case of a tracking snow who may come any 
time. Being out 5 nights at mildest. possibly 10. Includ'g crossing 
Potomac, a rapid stream where there may be no ford or boats. 

2. Charge on a build'g defended by 2 sentinels outside & 25 
men inside a wall 14 ft. high. Several men inside prison besides, & 
a determined jailer. Certainty of rousing town & impossibility of 
having more than 15 men. 

3. Retreat with prisoners & wounded probably after daylight -
& NO.1. repeated. 

T. W. HIGGINSON. 

Montgomery, as Higginson at once reported to his wife and 
to LeBarnes on the same day, February 17, was not dismayed 
by this apparently hopeless and impossible undertaking, but 
insisted that he must first scout over the country by himself. 
For that purpose he needed a whole week, for he must take 
his time and do it thoroughly. "He [Montgomery]," wrote 
the Worcester clergyman, "has excellent suggestions which I 
cannot give - if undertaken at all it can be done at one dash, 
nQt taking long. But he says & I agree that an unsuccessful 
attempt to introduce the machinery would re-act very un
favorably and nothing must be done without a fair prospect 
of success." II 

Bad luck pursued the conspirators from the beginning. 
Tidd was to arrive from Massachusetts that (Friday) night, 
but was compelled to postpone his coming until the following 
Monday or Tuesday. Before their arrival, the heavens proved 
in league with their enemies, for a heavy fall of snow made 
their hearts sick as they gazed upon it on reaching Harris
burg. The next day it again snowed heavily, "further depress
ing the hopes of our machinist, tJ as Higginson reported.'" 
He himself left on Monday for Chicago, to do some lectur
ing there and at Yellow Springs,71 returning just in time to 
receive Montgomery's report of a daring venture he had 
made. 

True to his Kansas reputation, he had gone with but one 
comrade, SouIe, straight to the portals of Charlestown, risking 
not only the elements, but discovery at the hands of the Vir
ginia patrols, with which the roads teemed. He travelled 
openly, and relied, with success, upon that Southern accent 
which was his by right of his Kentucky birth and ancestry. 
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Soule! played the jovial Irishman to perfection. and. leaving 
Montgomery. entered Charlestown apparently in such a 
state of intoxication. that to his unutterable delight. he was 
speedily locked up in the very jail with the men he had come 
to rescue. He as skilfully obtained an interview with Stevens 
and Hazlett. and informed them of the undertaking on hand. 
Deeply moved. both declared a rescue impossible. for if most 
of the troops had left. and civil rule had been established after 
tb:e executions of December 16. there was still a constant guard 
of eighty men. Troops were. moreover, on call in all the sur
rounding towns and could arrive in two or three hours. The 
loss of life would certainly be heavy. Their kind jailer. Cap
tain Avis. they knew would fight to the last. They did not 
wish liberty at the cost of his life and those of some of the 
rescuers. Hazlett sent personal messages of farewell to Hinton 
before the interview concluded. Soul~ was then haled before 
a justice of the peace. listened gravely enough to a lecture 
on the evils of intemperance. and doubtless on the especial 
danger of getting drunk in a town under semi-military con
trol. Discharged. he promptly made his way back to Harris
burg.71 

There. too. came Montgomery and also Gardner. who. 
being of Pennsylvania-Dutch birth. had been allowed to try 
the "underground It Quaker routes. with but ill success; for. 
according to Hinton. he was threatened with exposure by 
some to whom he had entrusted his secret. and compelled to 
return.71 It was perhaps owing to Gardner's indiscretions 
that Governor Letcher again got word that there was a con
spiracy afoot. but warnings had already been given him. For. 
on January 26. he wrote to Andrew Hunter: 

. "If from the infonnation you receive. you shall be satisfied that a 
rescue will be attempted, infonn me at once, either by telegraph or 
otherwise. I have made my arrangements to have all the necessary 
troops upon the grounds at the earliest practicable moment - and 
in a very few hours. after I shall be notified that they are required." 7. 

. In the second-rate Drover's Tavern in Harrisburg. in which 
the comrades of Montgomery. SouM and Gardner had awaited 
their return, a council of war was held. SouM made his report 
of Stevens's and Hazlett's wishes. Mr. Higginson declares 
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that he never knew what effect, if any, this attitude of the 
prisoners had upon Montgomery's mind." That he had al
ready made it up was speedily clear. He had found the entire 
countryside between Charlestown and Harrisburg on the 
alert, and easily discovered that the pretence of a hunting
party would not hold good at that time of year. Finally, the 
continuing heavy snows made rapid movements impossible, 
and great suffering certain. The elements were the deciding 
factors, and Montgomery reluctantly submitted to their 
decree. Higginson, who presided at the conference, asserts 
that he consented reluctantly to the abandonment of the 
enterprise upon which he had built high hopes. Thayer's 
recollection, thirty-three years after, was that the clergyman's 
eloquent insistence that fifteen or twenty lives ought not to 
be sacrificed in a hopeless attempt to save one or two, carried 
the day.f8 Certain it is that the other Kansans gave up the 
expedition with the greatest reluctance. They had come East 
to die, if need be, in order to rescue their comrades of Free 
State days. But their readiness to sacrifice themselves was in 
vain. Montgomery remained firm, and the opposition of their 
chosen leader could not be disregarded. To the great disap
pointment of Hinton and Le Barnes, who were still in New 
York with Metternich· and his Teutons, awaiting the word, 
Stevens and Hazlett were now left to their fate. The twenty
one men who were ready to take their lives in their hands and 
go - one less in number than the men who went to Kennedy 
Farm-dispersed to their homes or took up their normal 
occupations. Most of the Kansans returned direct to their 
Territory. 

Lest it be thought that these men were not of the fighting 
blood that is willing to risk all against great odds, it must be 
recorded that the majority took up anna as soon as the Union 
was openly attacked. Higginson became colonel of the First 
South Carolina, the first regiment of blacks raised for the 
Union army, while Montgomery's military record as colonel 
of three regiments has already been given. Le Barnes was a 
lieutenant in a German company of the Second Massachusetts, 
while Tidd died as Sergeant Charles Plummer of the Twenty
first Massachusetts, and Colonel Metternich is known to have 
fallen for the Union in Texas. Hinton became a captain in 
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Ule Second Kansas Colored Volunteers, and H. C. Seaman, 
Gardner, Pike, Rice and Willis served in various capacities 
from sergeant to captain, the first three being of the latter 
rank in Kansas regiments at the expiration of their service." 
The willingness of the party to risk death was well proved. 
Higginson in after years went over the ground between Har
risburg and Charlestown only to convince himself that the 
decision reached by Montgomery was the proper one. An 
attempt would have failed utterly. While ready at that time 
to risk all, it is plain that Higginson realized how desperate 
the undertaking was to be; for once, when It appeared that 
the Gennans might not materialize, he wrote to his wife that 
this meant" another chance on your side," - that is, another 
faint prospect that he might return to her alive. When this 
fiery apostle of liberty finally reached his home safe and 
sound, his first entry in his note-book after getting to Worces
ter on March 1, 1860, was the famous message in Dickens's 
• A Tale of Two Cities' - "Recalled to Life." 71 Fifteen 
days later, Stevens and Hazlett perished on the scaffold; 
Stevens certain of a return to earth in spirit fonn, while Haz
lett, rejoicing in the news that his body was to be .. taken 
from this land of chains," added, "my death will do more 
than if I had lived." 'I' 

To add to the political excitement of the winter of 1859-
60, and to keep John Brown before the public,' two events 
contributed besides the trials and executions in Charlestown. 
These were the meetings of the Mason Investigating Commit
tee of the United States Senate, to which references have 
already been made, and the contest in the House of Repre
sentatives over the Speakership. The Mason Committee's 
sessions began on December 16,1859, and ended on June 14, 
1860. The next day, Senator Mason presented a majority re
port signed by himself, Senator Jefferson Davis, of Mississippi, 
and Senator G. N. Fitch, of Indiana. The minority of the 
committee, Senators Jacob Collamer, of Vennont, and James 
R. Doolittle, of Wisconsin, also presented a short report. In it 
the llJinority expressed no sympathy with John Brown or his 
purpose; indeed, their chief effort seemed to be to offset any 
political effect the majority report might have in co~ecting 
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Northern Abolitionists or prominent Republicans with John 
Brown and his men. Hence they reached the extraordinary 
conclusion that there was no evidence that any other citizens 
than those at Harper's Ferry were accessory to the outbreak, 
or had U any suspicion of its existence or design" before the 
explosion. They also recorded their belief that no evidence 
was presented of any conspiracy or design, by anyone, to 
rescue John Brown and his associates from prison. The raid 
the minority believed to he Ubut an offshoot from the exten
sive outrages and lawlessness in Kansas." It was astonishing 
to them that, U in a country like ours • • • there should still 
he found large bodies of men laboring ·under the infatuation 
that any good object can be effected by lawlessness and vio
lence .... It can, in its nature, beget nothing but resistance, 
retaliation, insecurity and disaster." Said Messrs. Collamer 
and Doolittle: U Ages might not produce another John Brown, 
or so fortuitously supply him with such materials." The fatal 
termination of the raid had, they thought, furnished U assur
ance against the most distant possibility of its repetition," 
and they inveighed against the example of lawlessness fur
nished by the slave-power in its aggressions on neighboring 
nations, the armed invasions of Kansas, and the U merciless 
breaches of ourlaws against the African slave trade, • unwhipt 
of justice.' " 

As for the majority report, viewed after fifty years, it is 
disappointingly ineffective from the slavery point of view, 
when it is considered that such able men as Jefferson Davis 
and J. M. Mason constructed it. Their narrative of what 
happened at Harper's Ferry is succinct and accurate, and 
tells the facts without any attempt at coloring. As for their 
opinions, the majority dwelt upon Brown's desire to Uincite 
insurrection" among the slaves, and declared that Uit was 
owing alone to the loyalty and well-affected disposition of 
the slaves that he did not succeed in creating a servile war, 
with its necessary attendants of rapine and murder of all sexes, 
ages and conditions." The Committee, being Unot disposed 
to draw harsh, or perhaps uncharitable conclusions," com
mented severely on the way Kansas arms were turned over 
to Brown after they had been denied to him by the Kansas 
National Committee. "The expedition, so atrocious in its 
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character, would have been arrested, had even ordinary care 
been taken on the part of the Massachusetts Committee to 
ascertain whether Brown was truthful in his professions." 
The report contains next a severe attack upon Congress
man Giddings for his doctrine of a "higher law," the law of 
nature, which, superior to any statute law, gave to each soul 
the right to live, to enjoy happiness, and to be free. Quoting 
also from the testimony of Dr. Howe and Mr. Stearns, the 
majority of the Committee felt that "with such elements at 
work, unchecked by law and not rebuked but encouraged by 
public opinion, with money freely contributed and placed in 
irresponsible hands, it may easily be seen how this expedi
tion to excite servile war in one of the States of the Union 
was got up, and it may equally be seen how like expeditions 
may certainly be anticipated in future wherever desperadoes 
offer themselves to carry them into execution." The majority 
report admitted that John Brown's reticence was such that 
"it does not appear that he intrusted even his immediate 
followers with his plans, fully, even after they were ripe for 
execution. " 

Finally, Messrs. Davis, Mason and Fitch could suggest no 
legislation which would be adequate to prevent like occur
rences in the future. The invasion to them "was simply the 
act of lawless ruffians under the sanction of no public or 
political authority," with the aid of money and firearms con
tributed by citizens of other States "under circumstances 
that must continue to jeopard the safety and peace of the 
Southern States, and against which Congress has no power 
to legislate." If the several States would not, for the sake of 
policy or a desire for peace, guard by legislation against the 
raid's recurrence, the Committee could "find no guarantee 
elsewhere for the security of peace between the States of the 
Union." Its only definite recommendation was that mili
tary guards be kept at armories and arsenals. It reported 
that four persons, John Brown, Jr., James Redpath, Frank 
B. Sanborn and Thaddeus Hyatt, having failed to appear 
before the Committee, warrants had been issued for their 
arrest. Of these, Mr. Hyatt alone was taken into custody. 
He languished for three months in the jail of the District of 
Columbia, refusing to testify for the sake of the principle 
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involved, and was finally released by the Senate on June 16, 
1860,10 the day that Senator Mason laid the findings of his 
Committee before the Senate. 

The two reports attracted little attention when finally 
printed, for by that time the excitement engendered by the 
raid and the contest between North and South over the 
Speakership had burned itself out. The actual findings were 
so mild and had been so thoroughly discounted, and the 
progress of political events had gone so far beyond the raid, 
that this final story of it, valuable as were and are the testi
monies that accompanied the reports, became merely one of 
the many events now rapidly leading up to the secession of 
the Southern States. The Liberator noticed the reports only 
to say that the Mason Committee mountain had labored and 
brought forth amouse." The Herald, like many other news
papers, did not deem them worthy of editorial comment. 
This did not mean, however, that John Brown was already 
forgotten. His name appeared constantly in the press all 
through the year 1860; the raising of a fund for his family 
and the surviving raiders, the pUblication of the first bio
graphy of him by James Redpath, the reunion of his family 
and friends at the grave at North Elba on July 4,1860, - all 
these attracted attention to the victim of the Charlestown 
gallows, and to his men. 

In the Speakership fight in Congress - dramatic in the 
extreme - John Brown's name was often mentioned and his 
acts denounced by the representatives of the South and many 
from the North. This contest lasted from the Monday fol
lowing John Brown's execution, December 5, to February 1.11 
The election would undoubtedly have gone to John Sherman, 
of Ohio, had it not appeared that he had endorsed Hinton 
Rowan Helper's book, 'The Impending Crisis of the South: 
How to Meet it,' which had infuriated the South about as 
much as 'Uncle Tom's Cabin,' - if anything more so, for 
Helper was a North Carolina poor white, who wrote with all 
the intensity of feeling of his class, for whom the aristocratic 
system of slavery held out hopes of nothing but a steady 
degeneration, materially and socially. Helper was no friend 
to the slave, but he demanded the abolition of slavery, the 
expulsion of the negroes, and the ·destruction of the oligar-
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chicaI despotism which slavery had made possible. The argu
ments voiced against his book were chiefly abuse of the writer, 
rather than an attempt to controvert his facts and statistics, 
which were, indeed, unanswerable. But Mr. Sherman's en
dorsementof Helper's book, and John Brown's raid and death, 
had brought Congressmen's passions to the boiling point, and 
there was a tremendous outburst of feeling. Personal alterca
tionsand bitter disputes were of frequent occurrence, and two 
members were arrested and placed under heavy bonds to keep 
the peace: Men freed their minds on the whole slavery ques
tion in a debate that did much to help on the work of popular 
education John Brown had so stimulated. Speaking of the 
vote in the Massachusetts Legislature on the motion to ad
journ out of sympathy for John Brown's death, Senator !ver
·son declared that Southerners "stand on the brink of a vol
cano," and that the Republican disclaimers of responsibility 
for Brown's raid were "not worth the paper on which they 
are printed." 81 .. Do you suppose that we intend to bow our 
necks to the yoke; that we intend to submit to the domina
tion of our enemies?" asked Senator C. C. Clay, of Alabama; 
"that we intend to sit here as hostages for the good behavior 
of our conquered people - a people under your Republican 
administration not sovereigns but subjects?" 14 Besides the 
Southern leaders who were eager for a break-up of the Union, 
-a number of Southern representatives for the first time talked 
secession, and they found themselves heartily applauded 
and supported by many influential newspapers, which ac
claimed also the message sent to the Legislature by Governor 
Perry, of Florida.86 In this he said: 

"What else then have we to expect while the Union continues, 
but the repetition, no one can say when, where, how often, or with 
what bloody issues, of attempts like that lately thwarted in Virginia? 
Florida as the youngest and least populous of the Southern Sover
eignties, can only follow in action the lead of her sisters .•.. I 
believe that her voice should be heard in • tones not loud but deep,' 
in favor of an eternal separation from those whose wickedness and 
fanaticism forbid us longer to live with them in peace and safety." 

For months it was impossible to supply the demand for 
Helper's book, even though it was forbidden in the South, -
~e latter fact anQti~ .that its cherished economic condi-
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tions must not be subjected to criticism or debate. Men 
were even imprisoned for circulating it, as if its falsehoods 
- if such they were - would not render it innocuous; and 
the North retorted that the South dared not let the truth 
spread abroad. Not even Sherman's explanation that he had 
endorsed the book by proxy, without reading it, could save 
him. He was finally defeated, and Pennington, of New Jer
sey, chosen in his stead. The Union meetings in the North, 
engineered generally by well-to-do merchants and others who 
had a pecuniary interest in peace and pacific trade with the 
South, added to the general feeling that the country was in 
the throes of a great crisis. Late in April came the Charles
ton convention of the Democrats, with the resultant split
ting up of the party along Southern and Northern lines, and 
adjournment without nominations to Baltimore on June 18. 
Then Douglas was chosen by the Northern faction to run 
against Lincoln, who had meanwhile been nominated by the 
Republicans. 

There was but one issue in the campaign, and that was 
slavery and the future attitude of the Federal Government 
toward it. Within a trifle over six months after John Brown's 
death, the nation was practically divided into two camps, 
though hundreds of thousands did not realize how far the 
contest had gone, and hoped and believed like Lincoln that, 
even if he were elected, some way might be found of avoiding 
the "irrepressible conflict" and averting a national disaster. 
But all through the campaign, threats of disruption were rife; 
South Carolina let the world know that she was ready to leave 
the Union if the Republican party should be victorious. On 
November 6, 1860, Abraham Lincoln was chosen President 
of the United States. On July 18, 1861, eight months later, 
Colonel Fletcher \Vebster's regiment, the Twelfth Massa
chusetts, marched through the streets of Boston singing the 
John Brown song, which four of its members had just im
provised.8I Its men, too, were bound to Virginia with arms in 
their hands, but their movements, in contrast to John Brown's, 
were open and above board; they marched under the laws 
of war, duly commissioned by their government and known 
of all men. Theirs, too, were the cheers and plaudits of the 
crowds as they sang their great song through the streets 
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of Boston and New York, until in Baltimore they chanted it 
with grim defiance of the silent hostility on every side. 

Now, fifty years later, it is possible to take an unbiased 
view of John Brown and his achievements, even if opinions 
as to his true character and moral worth diverge almost as 
violently as in 1859. There are those in the twentieth century, 
appointed to teach history in high places, who are so blind as 
to see in John Brown only the murderer of the Pottawatomie, 
a "horse-thief and midnight assassin." Still others behold in 
him not merely a sainted martyr of the most elevated char
acter, but the liberator of Kansas, and the man who, unaided, 
struck their chains from the limbs of more than three million 
human beings. These writers would leave nothing to be 
credited to Abraham Lincoln, nothing to the devoted band 
of uncompromising Abolitionists who, for thirty years prior 
to Harper's Ferry, had gone up and down the North denounc
ing slavery in its every form, stirring the public conscience 
and preparing the popular mind for what was to come. The 
truth lies between these two extremes. Were men who have 
powerfully moulded their time to be judged solely by their 
errors, however grievous, all history would wear a different 
aspect. In Virginia, John Brown atoned for Pottawatomie 
by the nobility of his philosophy and his sublime devotion to 
principle, even to the gallows. As inexorable a fate as ever 
dominated a Greek tragedy guided this life. He walked al
ways as one blindfolded. Something compelled him to attack 
slavery by force of arms, and to that impulse he yielded, 
reckoning not at all as to the outcome, and making not the 
slightest effort to plan beyond the first blow. Without fore
sight, strategy or generalship, he entered the Harper's Ferry 
trap confident that all was for the best, to be marvellously 
preserved from the sabre which, had it gone home, must have 
rendered barren his entire life, his sacrifice and his devotion. 

When Brown assailed slavery in Virginia, the outlook for 
Abolition was never so hopeful. The "irrepressible conflict" 
was never so irrepressible, and he who believes there would 
have been no forcible abolition of slavery had there been no 
John Brown, is singularly short-sighted. The South was on 
the brink of a volcano the day before the blow at Harper's 
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Ferry, as it was the day after, because slavery was intolerable 
morally and economically. It was bound to be overthrown 
because, in the long run, truth and righteousness prevail. 
Helper's book was written before John Brown struck, and the 
facts it contained, as to the social and economic injury to the 
South from its system of unpaid labor, lost and gained nothing 
by the bloodshed at the Harper's Ferry arsenal or the deaths 
on the Charlestown scaffold. The secession movement was too 
far under way for any peaceable solution; the minds of too 
many Southern leaders besides Governor Wise were thor
oughly committed to it even before the raid. "The truth 
is," wrote Alexander Stephens on November 30, 1860, "our 
leaders and public men •.. do not desire to continue it [the 
Union] on any terms. They do not wish any redress of wrongs, 
they are disunionists per se and avail themselves of present 
circumstances to press their object."·7 This feeling and that 
sense of personal hostility which, as Senator Iverson remarked 
in the following month, kept the Northern Senators on their 
side of the Senate "sullen and gloomy" while "we sit on our 
side with portentous scowls .... We are enemies as much as 
if we were hostile States," "-all this was not the outgrowth 
of a year's excitement, nor did it begin in the John Brown 
raid. There was seething bitterness when the Kansas-Ne
braska act was passed. There were two hostile camps when 
Sumner was struck down and one side of the Senate mourned, 
while the other exulted. 

In 1859, the public recognized in John Brown a fanatic, but 
one of those fanatics who, by their readiness to sacrifice their 
lives, are forever advancing the world. Plenty exclaimed,like 
George Hoadley: "Poor old John Brown, God sanctify his 
death to our good, and give us a little of his courage, piety and 
self-sacrificing spirit, with more brains!" 8t They saw that he 
had no personal ambition; they felt that he was brave, kind, 
honest, truth-telling and God-revering. The nature of the 
conflict before the country was thereby revealed to them, and 
the revelation advanced the conflict immeasurably, just as it 
stirred the slave-power to new aggressions. It was like the 
lightning from the sky that lights up the darkness of the com· 
ing storm, so that men may for a fraction of a second take 
measure of its progress. So even across the water it illumi· 
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nated the heavens to Victor Hugo and let him look so far 
into the future that he wrote: 

"The gaze of Europe is fixed at this moment on America ...• 
The hangman of Brown -let us speak plainly- the hangman of 
Brown will be neither District-Attorney Hunter, nor Judge Parker, 
nor Governor Wise, nor the little State of Virginia, but - you shud
der to think it and to give it utterance - the whole great American 
Republic. . • • It will open a latent fissure that will finally split the 
Union asunder. The punishment of John Brown may consolidate 
slavery in Virginia, but it will certainly shatter the American De
mocracy. You preserve your shame but you kill your glory." 

It was to Victor Hugo, too, the "assassination of Deliverance 
by Liberty." 10 

But the true Deliverance came with John Brown behind the 
bars at Charlestown, when there was suddenly revealed to 
him how inferior a weapon was the sword he had leaned upon 
from the time he had abandoned the pursuits of peace for 
his warfare on slavery. Not often in history is there recorded 
such a rise to spiritUal greatness of one whose hands were so 
stained with blood, whose judgment was ever so faulty, whose 
public career was so brief. John Brown is and must remain 
a great and lasting figure in American history. Not, however, 
because he strove to undo one wrong by committing another; 
not because he took human lives in a vain effort to end the 
sacrifice of other lives and souls entailed by slavery. Judged 
by the ordinary legal and moral standards, John Brown's life 
was forfeit after Harper's Ferry. The methods by which he 
essayed to achieve reforms are never to be justified until two 
wrongs make a right. I t was the weapon of the spirit by which 
he finally conquered. In its power lies not only the secret of 
his influence, and his immortality, but the finest ethical teach
ings of a life which, for all its faults, inculcates many an en
during lesson, and will forever make its appeal to the imagi
nation. His brief, yet everlasting, prison life is the clearest 
condemnation of his violent methods both in Kansas and in 
Virginia. For the Abolitionists, it will be remembered, he had 
had nothing but contempt. Theirs were .. but words, words;" 
yet it was by words, and words, embodying his moral princi
ples, the theological teachings he valued so highly, the doc
trines of the Saviour, who knew no distinction of race, creed or 
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color, and by the beauty of his own peace of spirit in the face of 
death, that he stirred his Northern countrymen to their depths 
and won the respect even of the citizens of the South. It was 
in jail that he discovered, too, how those very words of the Abo
lition preachers he had despised had prepared and watered 
the soil so that his own seed now fell upon fertile fields, took 
root, and sprouted like the magic plants of children's fables. 

Thus it came about that when the men of the North, within 
an amazingly brief space of time, found themselves, to their 
astonishment, likewise compelled to go South with arms in 
their hands, it was not the story of bloody Pottawatomie, nor 
of the battle at Osawatomie, that thrilled them, nor even of 
the dauntless lion at bay in the engine house. I t was the man 
on the scaffold sacrificing, not taking life, who inspired. The 
song that regiment after regiment sang at Charlestown dealt 
not with John Brown's feeble sword, but with his soul. It was 
the heroic qualities of his spirit that awed them, his wonderful 
readiness to die with joy and in peace, as so many of them 
were about to die for the nation and the freedom of another 
race. They, too, were giving up all that was dear to them, 
their wives, their children, the prospect of happy homes and 
long, useful lives, to march and suffer i to see their brothers, 
yea their sons, fall by their side i even to receive upon their 
own bodies the sabres of their enemies. Theirs, too, was the 
ennobling experience of self-sacrifice. How great, then; must 
have been their inspiration, to feel that he who was the first in 
America to die for a treason which became as if overnight the 
highest form of devotion to an inspired cause, was marching 
on in the realms above! 

And so, wherever there is battling against injustice and 
oppression, the Charlestown gallows that became a cross will 
help men to live and die. The story of John Brown will ever 
confront the spirit of despotism, when men are struggling to 
throw off the shackles of social or political or physical slavery. 
His own country, while admitting his mistakes without undue 
palliation or excuse, will forever acknowledge the divine that 
was in him by the side of what was human and faulty, and 
blind and wrong. It will cherish the memory of the prisoner 
of Charlestown in 1859 as at once a sacred, a solemn and an 
inspiring American heritage. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE MOULDING 011' THE IIAN 

I. The original is In the poeaession of the Steams family at Medford, M .... 
2. Ruoll«litmI oj 0" Old .s.m., by Christian Cackler, HudlOn, Ohio, 1870, 

pp.2~I. 

3. Ibid., p. 29· 
4. John Brown to George B. Gill and otberI, Chatham, Canada West, May 18, 

1858, printed in Davenport, Iowa, Ga.lIe, Feb. 27, 1878. 
5. The A.utobiograph, oj Nalha"tel StJulhCtm Shaler, Boston, 1909, p. 3. 
6. For these and subsequent facts relating to the Brown ancestry, the author 

is indebted toGeorge E. Bowman, Esq., Secretary of and Editor for the MallllaChu
letts Society of Mayflower Descendants, who aettled the question of the WindlOr 
Peter Brown's family in Tile MayjlovJer DuUtldG", for January, 1903, vol. 5, 
DO. I, pp. 29-37: to the Librarian of the New England Historical and Genealo
gical Society, Mr. William P. Greenlaw, who is also satisfied, after a search of the 
records, that Peter Brown of the Mayflower left no male issue, and to Mrs. Mary 
Lovering Holman, who, at the author's request, worked out a complete genealogy 
of the Brown and Mills family as far back as the Windsor connections. 

7. The extracts here given are from the original MS. in the possession of Mrs. 
S. C. Davis, Kalamazoo, Mich. 

8. Owen Brown to John Brown, Hudson, Ohio, March 27, 1856. - Origiaal in 
the collections of the Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 

9. From the original MS. in the poaaeasion of Miss Mary E. Thompson, Pasa
dena, Cal. 

10. Owen Brown was also credited with a rich vein of humor, intensified by 
• habit of .tuttering and a keen perception of the ridiculous. The following bit 
of his philosophy of marriage, not heretofore recorded and now in the possession 
of Miss Mary E. Thompson, he sent to his granddaughter, Ruth Brown Thomp-
10ft, shortly after her marriage, when he was himself eighty years of age: "There 
is much said about womens wrights in these days and it is tru they have there 
wrights and what are they but the love and care of a faithful Husband, with a 
share in all his honours joys and comforts of every kind, if he has good Company 
she must be a shearer if he bas no company she must be his good company. If 
hir Husband is in trouble and afRiction she must be afRicted and sympathise with 
him and make them as lite as passable. Sometimes Men bring troubles Oft them
selves, in such cases Men or Women want there comforters and had not ought 
to be deprived while at some time we see it quite the reverce. I was once in com
pany with a woman and asked about another Cupple, how they got along. She 
laid they jest rubed along. I told hir I was indebted to hir for the way she had 
expresed it, this is the case of very many Husbands and wives, they jest rub 
along and the wheals of time never go chearfull and clean but are alway. rubing." 

II. Remsnssunas oj HwtJ8, Supplement to the HudlOn 1~, fee 

priated as a pamphlet, Hudson, Ohio, 1899" 
12. From the MS. records of the Truteea of Oberlin CoUep, Oberlin, Ohio. 
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13. For these anecdotes lee, for example, HisloriaJI Colkdiofu of OWO, by 
Henry Howe, Columbus, 1891, vol. 3, pp. 331-333, article written by M. C. 
Read, of Hudson, Ohio, a member of the faculty of Western Reserve Colle(e; lee 

also statement of Charles P. Read to Dr. F. C. Waite, Hudson, Dec. 25, IgoB. 
in possession of the author; also Christian Cackler's pamphlet. 

14. Life "fill Letlers oj Joh" B,ovm, by Frank: B. Sanborn, Boston, 1885, pp. 
38-39· 

IS. Statement of Dr. Francis Bacon, New Haven, Conn., Feb. 13, 1908, to 
K. Mayo; • John Brown,' by Leonard Woolley Bacon, NefI1 E",ltJrader "fill YaJ. 
Rmew, April, 1886, pp. 28c)-302. 

16. From MS. of Mrs. Ruth Brown Thompeon, in poIIIM!IIion of her daughter. 
The Rev. H. L. Vaill, of Litchfield, Conn., fixed the year of John Brown'. at
tendance at Morris Academy as 1817. See letter of L. W. Bacon to the Editor 
of the New York lradepeflllml, reprinted in the LSbertJlor of Dec. 2, 1859. In his 
letter to his men from Chatham, May 18, 1858, John Brown states that he was 
travelling "between the aea-side and Ohio" in the spring of 1817. See Davenport 
GlueUe, Feb. 27, 1878. 

17. Joh" Brovm "fill His Mm, by R. J. Hinton, New York, 1894, p. 13i letter 
of William H. Hallock in Hartford P,us, Nov. II, 1859. 

18. Mrs. Ruth Brown Thompeon's MS. 
19. As narrated by Mrs. Danley Hobart, Levi Blakeslee's daughter, Cleve1and, 

Dec. 31, 19oB, to MiBB Katherine Mayo, and in Mrs. Ruth Brown Thompeon'. 
MS. 

20. California CMislitJ" A~, July 18,1894. 
21. Statement of Mrs. Annie Brown Adams, Petrolia, Cal., Oct. 2, 1908; 

of Benjamin Kent Waite, Columbus, Ohio, Dec. 26, 1908; and of Mrs. NellOQ 
Waite and Mrs. Henry Pettingill, Hudson, Dec. 1908; all to K. Mayo. The last 
three witnesses state that both of Dianthe Lusk'. aisten died mentally infirm. 

22. Sanborn, pp. 33-34. 
23. Statement of Jaaon Brown, AkroD, Dec. 28, 1908, to K. Mayo. Theother 

facta in regard to Brown's attitude toward his children are largely drawn from 
the manuscript of Mrs. Thompson; from the statements of four of the survivina 
children, Mi88 Sarah Brown, Jaaon Brown, Salmon Brown and Annie Brown 
Adams; and from the statements of the following neighbon familiar with the 
Brown family life: Alfred Hawkes, Mrs. Sherman Thompson, Mrs. Danley Ho
bart, Charles Lusk, Mrs. Charles P. Brown, R. M. Sanford, Miss Annie Perkins. 
Mrs. Charles Perkins, Col. George T. Perkins, R. W. Thompson, Mrs. NelaoR 
Waite, Mrs. Henry Pettingill and Mrs. Porter Hall, all in December, 1908i and 
of James Foreman, lee Note 25 below. 

24- Statement of Jaaon Brown, Dec. 13 and 14. 1908, confirmed by MIL 
Thompson. 

25. MS. letter of James Foreman, Youngsville, Warren Co., Pa., Dec. 28, 
1859, to James Redpath, now in Hinton Papers, in the.Kansas Historical S0-
ciety. 

26. Ibid. 
27. An article entitled' An AboUtioniat,' by Edward Erf, in the Pittsbarr 

Poslof May 28, 1899, gives briefly the maid fact. of Brown'. life in Richmoodi 
other detail. are from the Foreman letter, from the MS. narrative of Georp B. 
Delamater, a copy of which is in Mias Thompson'. poIIeI8ion, and from the, 
recorda of the Post Office Department at Washington. 

28. According to the Bible of Mrs. Julia Pitkin, Dianthe Luak'. aister. the 
latter was born January 12, 1801, aDd was therefore in her thirty-aecoDd year 
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at the time of her death. Juon Bnnm vividly recaIIa beiDl ,ummoned, with bit 
brotbera, by their father to ItaIId by the bedside of their dying mother, aDd 
rec:aUa aIao the admonition abe gave them. 

29. The recollectiona of Mi. Sarah Brown, Saratoga, Cal., have beea largely 
drawn upon for thil characteriation of Mary Day Brown. 

3G. See interview with John Brown, Jr., in the Cleveland Prus, May 3, 11195; 
Henry L. Kellogg'. report of Owen Brown'. version of the incident, in the CII",
Haft CyrtDlUr, of March 31, 1887; interview of Mn. John Brown in the Kanau 
City JDfmI4l of April 8, 1881; the Itory iI aIao confinned by Henry Thompson', 
ltatement, Aug. 27, 1908, by Mi. Brown', ltatement of Sept. 16, 1908, and by 
that of George B. Gill, Attica, Kanau, Nov. 12, 1908, all to K. Mayo. 

31. From a facsimile of the original in the Kent, Ohio, COfIrier, Sept. 14, 1!)06. 
32. For the facts 81 to Brown', busille88 and real estate transaction" see the 

Kent CD8rUr of Sept. 140 1!)06, the ltatements in it being furnished by the late 
Marvin Kent; allO Fifty YlGrs and 0Hr of AkrOft and S" .... it CD8ftty, by ell

Sheri! Samuel A. Lane, Akron, 11192. p. 385 et seq.; alao ,tatement of Mr. 
WUliam S. Kent, IOn of Marvin Kent, Kent, Ohio, Dec. 23 and 24, 1908, to 
K.Mayo. 

33. On pagea 87-119 of Sanborn', Lif, there is an able review by John Brown. 
Jr., of his father's buainea mistakes, from which this excerpt is taken. 

34- He and his wife IOld, on Sept. 17, 1838, a lot of land in Franklin tOWDlbip 
for 'J500. The deed i, in Mia Sarah Bnnm', posseaion. 

35. Original in posseaion of Mn. Ellen Brown Fablingef, Campbell, Cal. 
36. See his fint note-book, DOW preaerved in Boston Public Ubrary. 
37. Originalln pGI8eI8ion of Mi. Sarah Brown, Saratoga, Cal. 
38. Sanborn, pp. 55-56-
39. From the original in the pamllion of George D. Smith, 48 Wall Street, 

New York City. 
40. Sanborn, p. 56. 
41. The narrative of John Bnnm', negotiationa with the Trulteel of Oberlin 

iI drawn from the official record" and from the correspondence in the cue in the 
Treasurer', Office of Oberlin Coli., Oberlin, Ohio; the letter of April 27, 1840, 
will be found in Sanborn, p. 134-

42. From the original court inventory of Sept. 28, 1&P, in pGI8eI8ion of Mill 
Sarah Brown. 

43. John Brown to John Brown, Jr., Richfield, Jan. 11,1144, Sanborn, pp. 
D-6o (edited by Mr. Sanborn). 

44- Original in poueuion of Mia Sarah Brown. 
45. • The Last Days of Old John Brown,' by Lou V. Chapin, OHr14nd MtntIIIZ,. 

April, 11199, pp. 322-332. 
46. Statement of Mn. Wmiam A. Hall to W. P. Garrison, April 18, 1895; 

,tatement of Mn. Charles Perkina. Akron, Ohio, Dec. 12, 1908, to K. Mayo. 
47. Summariea of all thela variOUI cuea were kindly obtained for the author 

by Mr. W. D. Jenkins, Clerk of the Courta, Ravenna, Ohio. 
48. It is entitled Heman Oviatt ""'1fII John Brown, Daniel C. Gaylord, Amae 

Chamberlain, Tertiu. Wadsworth, Joseph Weill and others, Supreme Court of 
Ohio, January term, 1846, and is reported at length in 14 Ohio Reporta, 286. 

49. There il a mall of evidence in regard to Brown', refu'" to give up the farm 
to Chamberlain. The author baa eaamined, betides John Brown, Jr.'1 ItOry of 
the trouble (Sanborn, pp. 86-87), Gen. N. Eggleaton', c:baraes printed in tbe 
Rockford, Ill., JD8rf1111.HeraId of Nov. 3, 1883, and John Brown, Jr." annrer 
to them in the Topeka C~ of Dec. 22, 1883; aIao statemeats of Juon Bremt 
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made in Akron, Dec. IgoB, and of R. W. Thompeon and R. M. Sanford, of Hud-
108, Dear neighbors of Brcnm'., made at Hudson, Dec. 20, IgoB, to K. Mayo; 
Mn. Sherman Thompson, of Hudson, a daughter of Mr. Chamberlain, ldadly 
furnished the view of the cue taken by the Chamberlain family; the pamphlet of 
Christian Cackler, already referred to, gives his unfavorable opinion on pp. 36-37. 
, 50. The oriaiDal of this letter is in the poaaeaion of the author. 

CHAPTER II 

"ms GREATEST OR PRINCIPAL OB]BCT" 

I. Sanborn, pp. 40"-41 (edited). 
2. See, for a careful analysis of this whole question in the light of Brcnm's 

int memorandum-book, TAe P,lludu of HMfJer's Ferry, a pamphlet by Wendell 
Phillips Garrison, comprising two papen contributed to the AIIIloMo R.w. in 
December, 1890, and January, 1891. Upon this the author has freely drawn. 

3. Sanborn, p. 61 (edited). 
40 See letter of F. B. Sanborn. Dec. 22. 1890, in the NGIitnI of Dec. 25. 18go, 

which includes the one from John Brown. Jr .• here quoted. 
5. John Brown. Jr.'. afticlavit in the Gerrit Smith cue was given at Sandusky. 

Ohio. July 19, 1867. A copy of the original is in the author'. po •• nlioa; d. 
Sanborn, p. 39. 

6. From Min Thompson'. copy of the Delamater MS. 
7. Quoted in James Freeman Clarke'. Arm.SlG." Days, New York, 1884. 

pp. 155-156. 
8. Life and T,mes of F,6tleri&i D"",lGss, by Himself, Hartford, Conn., 1882, 

PP·309-314· 
9. F. B. Sanborn (MS.) to W. P. Garrison. Concord, Dec. 5.1890. 
10. Sanborn, p. 134. 
II. Statement of Mias Sarah Brown, Saratoga, Cal., Sept. 16. IgoB. to 

K. Mayo. 
12. For the garbled version, see the account of Daniel B. Hadley in McClure's 

liag_ne, Jan. 1898, pp. 278-282. Mn. Annie Brown Adam. states (Oct. 2, 
IgoB) that the man Ruggles, who committed the .... ult. did so when Brown lay 
helpless from fever in his OX-cart. John Brown's children know nothing of his 
alleged non-resistant views. 

13. Hinton's John BrOfllfl. p. 585. "The Branded Hand" was the sobriquet 
of Jonathan Walker. sea captain, of Harwich, Mass .• who was captured on his 
vesael by a United States ship, when smuggling slaves to a free port, imprisoned. 
pilloried and branded on the hand for the offence. The Rev. Elijah P. Lovejoy, of 
Alton. Ill., was the editor of an anti.slavery religious paper, the ObstJ1fltJ1'. Three 
times hi. presses were destroyed by a mob determined to stop his utterances. In 
defending a fourth pretI1I. Nov. 7, 1837, he was murdered., The Rev. Charles 
T. Torrey suffered imprisonment for his attempts to run off negroes from the 
border States, and died in prison. 

14. Hinton'. John B,OfIIfI. pp. 587-S88. 
15. From the original in the poueuion of Mn. Ellen Brcnm FabUngei-. 
16. Statemelltl of Henry Myen ud Daniel Woodruff Myen to K. Mayo, 

Hudson. Ohio. Dee. II. 'lgoB. --
17. Sanborn. p. 191. 

i 18. Statement of Mn. Adams, PetroUa. Cat.. Oct. 2. IgoB. to K. Mayo: also 
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letter of lame to R. J. Hintoa, Petrolia, June 7, 1894, Hinton Papen, Kallllls 
Historical Society. 

19. Cf. Sanborn, p. 133. Thomas Thomas pel'llOnally IUllerted this to Mr. 
Sanborn. 

20. .. Did I ever tell you that Father changed hiI plan eeveral times and finany 
adopted the old original one?" - M .... Adame to R. J. Hinton, June 7, 1894, as 
above. 

21. See, for instance, Cheerful Yeslerdi1.YI, by Thomas Wentworth HiggiDlOn, 
Boston, 1898, pp. 222-223: also Sanborn, p. 525. 

22. Agnes Brown to J. H. Holmes, Portland, Oregon, Oct. IS, 1902, setting 
forth her father's (Salmon Brown's) views. - Copy in potIIeIIion of author. 

23. Life of Frederick Dou,l4sI, pp. 309-310. The author bas CODIulted Georp 
A. Graves, a neighbor of Brown's, and other residents of Springfield for facta 
as to this period of Brown's life. 

24. Lifeof Frederick Dou,l4sI, p. 311. 
25. Related by Salmon Brown, Portland, Oregon, Oct. 13, 1908, to K. Mayo. . 
26. Sanborn, p. 63. 
27. The original letter-book wu kindly loaned to the author by Mrs. Ellen 

Brown Fablinger, of Campbell, Cal. 
28. Perkins & Brown to Meesn. Crafts & Still, Springfield, July II, 1846, 

Letter-Book No. I, p. 31. 
29. Letter-Book No. I, p. 70. 
30. Perkins & Brown to Hamilton Gay, ibid., p. 116. 
31. The lame to Friend Benjamin W. Ladd, Springfield, Dec. 14, 1846, Let

ter-Book No. I, p. 158. 
32. Cleveland, Ohio, Weekly H"al4, March 17, 1847. 
33. When John Brown wu in jail in Charlestown, Aaron Erickson, a wooI

merchant and a highly esteemed pioneer in Rochester, N. Y., wrote to Gov. W. 
of his belief in Brown's insanity, because of the latter's "delUlion that wool had 
never been properly graded." Mr. Erickson also alleged that Brown was not 
skilful in testing wools, and that his whole "defiance of the plainest and eimplellt 
IaWi of commerce," which led to his business collapse, could be charged'bnly to 
an unbalanced mind. The original Erickson letter is in the poueesion of Mr. 
Edwin Tatham, of New York. 

34- See Sanborn, pp. 67-68. 
35. Sanborn, p. 72 (edited). 
36. Originals in possession of Miss Sarah Brown. 
37. Original in posaeI8ion of Mn. John Brown, Jr., Put-in-Bay, Ohio. 
38. Ibid. 
39. This figure bas been frequently laid to be '70,000. The estimate here 

given seems about correct to Col. George T. Perkins, the IOn of Simon Perkins 
(letter of July 22, 1908, to the author). 

40. Original in possession of Mrs. John Brown, Jr. 
41. Original in possession of Mrs. John Brown, Jr., as is that of the letter nest 

quoted. . . 
42. Statement of Miss Anna Perkins, daughter of Simon Perkins, Akron, Ohio, 

Dec. 12, 1908, to K. Mayo; Miss Perkins also lays that her father "never q .... 
tioned John Brown's exact probity." 

43. John Brown to his "Wife and Children every one, Ingel'llOl, Canada West, 
16th April, 1858." - Original in possession of Alfred A. Sprague, of Chicago. 

44. John Brown to Simon Perkins, Troy, 26th Jan. 1852. - Original. in tile 
Higginson Collection, Boston Public Library. . , 
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45. Sanborn, pp. 79-80. 
46. John Brown to his lOll John, Feb. 24, 1854, Sanborn, pp. 156-157. 
47. From the original, dated April 3, 1854. in the pouesaion of Mrs. John 

Brown. Jr. 
48. Mrs. Ruth Brown Thompson's MS .• in posaession of Miss Thompson. 
49. Printed in full in the LtbtIralor of Feb. 3, 1860. 
SO. Springfield RepubliaJ •• article on' John Brown's Fugitives,' June 12,1909. 
51. Original in pouesaion of Alfred A. Sprague. of Chicago. 
52. Original in po_ioll of Charles P. Brown. Akron. Ohio. 
53. To John Brown, Jr •• Akron. Aug. 26.1853.- Sanborn. pp. 45-51. 
540 GeTrU SmUll. by O. B. Frothingham. 1st. or suppreaaed edition, New 

York. 1878. pp. 102-107 et seq. 
55. Ibid .• pp. 235-236 . 

. Sfj. New York Triinlae. Nov. 5. 1852. 
57. Mrs. Ruth Brown Thompson's MS. John Brown to Simeon Perkins. Spring

field, Ma .... May 240 18590 -Original in poeseuion of Mr. Hull Platt, Walling-
ford. Pa. . 

58. Transactions Essex County. N. Y .• Agricultural Society. 18SO. p. 229; Tu 
U/,. Trial aM ConmHtnJ of Capt. John Brown. New York. R. M. DeWitt. 
Publisher. 1859. pp. 9-10. 

59. From copy in the Library of Harvard University. 
60. Ibid. 
61. Statement of Annie Brown Adams to the author. April. 1909 • 

. 62. Ml'II. Ruth Brown Thompson's MS. 
63. 'How We Met John Brown,' by Richard Henry Dana. Jr .• in the All4ntU 

JltmIll, for July. 1871. pp. 1-9 • 
. 64- John Brown to his son, John Brown. Jr .• Vernon, Oneida County, N. Y •• 

March 24. 1851.- Original in posBesaion of Mrs. John Brown. Jr. Further evi
dence of John Brown's unsettled life at this period appeal'll in his letter to his 
father. dated "Steamer United States, Lake Champlain. 23rd May, 1850."
Original in posaession of Ml'II. S. C. Davis, Kalamazoo, Mich. 

65. John Brown to Ruth and Henry Thompson, Akron, Feb. 13, 18S5.
Original in Haverford College Library, Haverford, Pa. 

66. Original in the Byron Reed Collection, Omaha Public Library, as is also 
the original of the letter of Aug. 24, 1854, previously mentioned in text. 

67. MS. statement of Gerrit Smith, Jan. 3, 1874. property of Mr. Sanborn. 
68. Statement of Annie Brown Adams to the author. 

CHAPTER III 

IN TIm WAKE OF THE WAR CLOUD 

I. Sanborn, p. 191. 
2. A brief "istory oj Job. Brovm, etc. By one who knows Uohn Brown). MS. 

Dreer Collection, Pennsylvania Historical Society. 
3. Statement of Jason Brown, Dec. 13 and 14. 1908, to K. Mayo, at Sher

bondy, Ohio; John Brown, Jr., in Cleveland LetuUr, Nov. 29, 1883. 
4. Cf., for instance, Gen. D. R. Atchison, of Missouri, in the P14Ue Arf'U. 

cited in Robinson's KMsas ConftW, p. 94: II If abolitionism under its present 
auspices, is established in Kanaaa, there will be constant strife and bloodshed 
between Kansas and Missouri. Negro stealing will be a principle and a voca-
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don. It will be the policy of philanthropic mves. until they force the slave
holder to abaDdon Missouri; nor will it be long until it isdone •••• If Ka ..... 
iB aboUtionized. all men who love peace and quiet will leave us, and all emigratioa 
to Mi880Uri from the slave states will cease." Senator Alfred I venon, of Georgia, 
.id in a speech at Columbus. Ga., reported in the SGIJCI"ntJ/a Georgia" of Nov. 
2, IS55: "If Slavery gives way in Kan .. , Mi880uri will be surrounded on thzee 
sides by non-slaveholding States. and the institution must give way there; it will 
also be in peril in the Indian Territory lying south of Kanaaa; it will then only 
remain for the Abolitioniata to extend their influence to Western Texas, and the 
great object of their ambition will be attained. The South will then be reduced 
to a hopeleu minority in the Union; her institutionawill be confined to the narrow 
limits they at present occupy. and their overthrow will only be a question of 
time." See also speech of Congreaaman Felix K. ZollicofJer, Appendix to the CtnI
If'ISWnuU Globe, 33d Congreaa, 1st Beuion, vol. DXV, p. 584: addreu by citizena 
of western Mi880Uri to the people of the Uaited States. after Lexington. Mo., 
convention. N. Y. TrW-fill. Sept. 25. IS55: letter of Atchison to Committee of 
Battle of King's Mountain Celebration, N. Y. Tribaflll. Nov. 2. 1855. 

S. Jamea Ford Rhodea, Hislo/7of the U"UedSltJles. New York. 1904. vol. I. pp. 
475 and 489: Louis A. Reese, n. Atl","sitm of KGfJStU ifflo lie U,,_ (MS.). 

6. Statement of Juon Brown, Dec. 13 and 14. 1908. 
7. Salmon Brown to John Brown, Brownaville. K. T •• May 21, IS55.-Oriai

nat in poue8IIion of Miu Sarah Brown. 
S. John Brown, Jr., in Cleveland lMMln. Nov. 29.1883. 
9. Letter of John Brown, Jr •• Brownsville. K. T., dated May 20,24, and 26, 

to John Brown. - Original in Dreer Collection. Pennsylvania Historical Society. 
10. A IwUf ""10/7 of Joll" BrOfllfl, etc. 
II. John Brown to John W. Cook, of Walcottville, Conn., from Akron, Ohio, 

13th Feb., 1855. - Original in Torrington, Conn., Public Library. 
12. Fredericll DMltltUs: n. Colored OrGtor, by Frederic May Holland, New 

York, IS9I, p. 247. : 
13. John Brown to hiB wife and children, Syracuse. June 28. 1855.- Copy 

In poue8IIion of Mise Sarah Brown. The "old British army officer" mentioned 
ia this letter was Capt. Charles Stuart (sometimes erroneously called II Stewart OI). 
See Lif. of WilliG", Lloyd GGrristm, by his Children. Boston. 1894. vol. I. p. 
262. and vol. 3. po 418: Sanborn. p. 194-

14. John Brown. Akron. Ohio. Aug. IS, 1855. to his wife and children. -Ori
ginal in po88eB8ion of Mrs. Ellen Brown Fablinger. Jason Brown, in his state
ment of Dec. 28. 1908, confirms Sberiff Lane's recollection of Brown's metbod of 
raising arms in Akron. 

15. John Brown to his wife and cbildren. Aug. 23. IS55.-~Original in po. 
aeaion of Alfred A. Sprague. of Chicago. 

16. Jobn Brown. Jr •• to Jobn Brown. June 22. IS55.-Original in KanaB 
Historical Society. 

17. Original in Dreer Collection. Pennsylvania Historical Society. 
IS. John Brown to Jobn Brown. Jr., Aug. 9, I85S, from copy of the letter in 

JI08&e88ion of Mise Mary E. Thompson. Pasadena. Cal. 
19. Statement of Henry Thompson. Pasadena, Cal.. August. 1908. to K. Mayo. 
20. John Brown to his wife and children. Osawatomie. K. T .• Oct. 13 and 

Nov. 2. IS55, - originals in Kan .. Historical Society: also letter of Nov. 23. 
ISS5, in poue8IIion of Mise Sarab Brown. The diatreu of tbe family is again 
deacn"bed by Juon Brown. Osawatomie. Jan. 23, IS56. to biB grandfatber. - Ori
alnal in po88eB8ion of Mrs. S. L. Clark, Berea. Ky. 
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. 21. Mrs. Joim Browa, Jr., to Mr.. Jou Browa,OIawatomie, K. T., Sept. 16. 
18SS, now in polle •• ion of the writer of the letter. 

22. Letter of Nov. 2, 1855, as above. 
23. Letter of Nov. 23, 1855, .. above. 

, 24- Mrs. Jou Brown Jr.'lletter of Sept. 16, 18ss-
25. Statement of Juon Brown at Sherbondy, Ohio, Dec. 28, IgoB, to K. Mayo. 
26. Ibid. 
27. Statement of Salmon Brown, Portland, Oregon, Oct. 11-13, IgoB, to K. 

Mayo. 
28 •. Kanau F .... S"*, Lawrence, July 2, 1855; BIf'tIld '" F,.""" LaWlellCe, 

Kanaaa, Aug. 8, 1857, chapterJoof 'A Complete Hiltary of Kanau;'G. W. 
Martin, Tn. Fs,,' Two YIIU" 01 K41UtU, Topeka, 1907, p. 14. 
. 29 •. Henry TbompBOn to Ruth Brown ThompBOn, May 18, 1856- - 0riaiDaI 
in poaeuion of Mill Mary E. Tbompaon. 

30. H"tJItl '" F,IMJom, cited in A. T. Andreas, Hu"", 01 the s"* 01 K41U41, 
Chicago, 1883, p. 108; alllo Bee Andreu, p. 110, for lilt of member. of the &r.t 
Free State Executive Committee. 

31. SlIJIuIu 01 the Territory 01 K41U46, Shawnee M. L. School, 1855. Mrs. 
Charles Robinson .. y. that the Free State settler. interpreted the Black La,.. 
to mean that it W&I a prison offence to have in their homa the Declaratioa 01 
Independence. - Sara T. L. Robinaon, K41U41: ill I,.,..", ud &Imor LS/ .. 
Bo.toa, 1856, p. 116. 

32. D. W. Wilder'. A.1IGlI '" K41U4I, Topeka, 1875, p. 57. 
33. Letter of Jou Brown, Jr., to Mrs. John Brown, Sept. 15 and 21, 18ss-

Original in poIlelllion of MR. John Brown, Jr. At the conventioa in Lawrence, 
Aug. 15, 1855, held to ratify the acts of the meetinp of the past two daya, ac:conl
illl to the H"tJItl 01 FrlMJom of Aug. 18, 1855, "Frederick Brown, of Mill Creek, 
one of the five BrowDl alluded to in the State convention of Radical Abolitionilta 
at SyracUle, New York, W&I in favor of military organization for the purpoee of 
raiating invuion and aggression." - See Andreas, p. 108. 

M. Letter of Mrs. John Brown, Jr., Sept. 16, 1855, now in her polunion. 
35. Thomu H. Webb'l Scrap-Book, vol. 5, p. 157, in the Kauaa HiBtorical 

Society. 
36. Jou Brown to Jobn W. Cook, Akron, Ohio, Feb. 13, 1855; to John Tees

dale, of Dea Moina, March, 1859, printed March 16, 1895, in the New York EMN., Sa; Btatement of Henry Thompaon, Aug. IgoB. . 
37. Letter of Mrs. John Brown, Jr., to Mrs. John Brown, o..watomie. Jaa. 

6, 1856. - Original in poueaaion of Mill Brown. 
38. Letter of Henry Thompson to Ruth Brown Thompaon, Oct. 19, 1855,

original in pol_lion of Mill ThompBOn; Btatement of Henry ThompBOn, Aug. 
IgoB. 

39. Reae MS.; Census of Kan .... Jan. and Feb. 1855, completed March 8, 
1855. 

40. Report of the Majority of the Special Committee Appointed to Investi
pte the Troubles in Kanaaa. Report No. 200, HoUle of Repraentativee, 34th 
Congraa, lit Bellion, Washington, 1856; hereioafter called the Howard Report. 
See abo Charles Sumner' •• peech of May 19, 1856, 'The Crime Apinat Kanaaa,' 
Appendix totheC"'Vl$riotuU Globe, vol. xli, 34th Concreu, lit aeuion, 1855-56, 
P·529· 

41. Majority Report of Howard Committee, p. 8. 
42. Reported in Platte Ar,fU, cited in T. N. Holloway'. Bulory '" g".." 

Lafayette, Ind., 1868, p. 135; abo in N. Y. TrilnIu, Dec. 2, 1854-
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43. See letter of the Trih".', Washington correspondent, J. D. Pike, in iuue 

of Feb. 13,1855: "The bowie-knife Missourians will elect the Legislature of Kan
sas as they elected its delegate;" also correspondence of Cleveland H"tIId and 
Philadelphia Led,,,, quoted in New York Tribu"., Dec. 9, 1854. 

44- Howard Report, p. 4. 
45- Ibid., pp. 5-6. 
46. Reese MS.; Andreas; p. 94; Howard Report, p. 79 et seq. 
47. Howard Report, p. 8; Reese MS.; Andreas, P.94. 
48. Kansas H,,4ld, April 6, 1855, cited in Andreas, p. 97. , 
49. St. Louis Pilot, cited in N. Y. TribufU, Dec. 9. 1854; see also view. of 

Washington Senti".l, cited in Trib."., Jan. 18, 1855. 
SO. Washington letters of J. A. Pike in the N. Y. Tribu". of Feb. 5, 6 and 

10, 1855; Rhodes, vol. 2, p. 81. The LibntJlor stated on April 13, 1855, after the 
second election: "Beyond doubt the fate of Kansas is sealed." 

51. New York TribfI"., Dec. 9 and 25, 1854-
52. Andreas, p. 85; Richard Cordley, HUkJr7 oj Lawrenu, Lawrence, Kansas, 

1895, p. 6. 
53. Cited in Andreas, p. 83. 
54. Cited in Andreas, p. 89; see also address of Citizens' Committee of Lexing. 

ton, Mo., convention, New York TribfI"., Sept. 25, 1855. 
55. See, for instance, SfJ.fIGIIer SOfIerrig1l, Feb. 20, 1856; Kit:1us~ Pitmur, Jan. 

18, 1856; R. H. Williams, Willa lhe Border R_!fto.nI, New York, 1907, p. 85; see 
also Webb's Scrap-Book, vol. IS, p. 83, Kansas Historical Society; and files of 
all pro-slavery papers from Sept. 1854, on; see also (Memoir of Samuel Walker) 
Kanltu Hulorit:al Society CollulUml, vol. 6, pp. 251-255. 

56. Webb's Scrap-Book, vol. 14, p. 35. 
57. W. A. Phillips, C01IfllUlt of Kanltu, Boston, 1856, pp. 28-30. 
58. T. H. Gladstone, The E1I,lillama1l '" Kanlt!.l, New York, 1857, p. 41. 
59. Sara T. L. Robinson's KaMal, pp. 15 and 19-20; see also graphic picture 

of Atchison's Missourians at Doniphan City, in the N. Y. Trilnl". of April 21, 
1855; also N. Y. TribfI".· of April 30, 1855; and Ka1lltu HulorUal Society C. 
IIcHoru, vol. 5, p. 79; also N. Y. TribfIfU of April 12 and 17, 1855. 

60. For these newspaper quotations, see Kanlt!.l HulorUal Society CollutiotU. 
vol. 7, pp. 29 and 30. 

61. Statement of Gen. G. W. Deitzler, in Charles Robinson's Kanlal ConflUl. 
Lawrence, 1898, pp. 123-124; Howard Report, pp. 84-85, 1157. It is interestin. 
to note that Charles Sumner, in his great speech of May 19, 1856, thus denied the 
activity of the Emigrant Aid Society: "For it bas supplied no arms of any kind to 
anybody. It is not true that the Company bas encouraged any fanatical oppra
lion of the people of Missouri, for it has consulted order, peace, forbearance;" 
see also Robinson, pp. 123-124; also Howard Report, pp. 86 and 1157. 

62. See Reeder's testimony, Howard Report; also Executive Minutes of Gov. 
Reeder, Kanlal HutorUal Sodd, P.bUaUiotU, voL I, pp. 59-60-

63· Andreas, p. 94. 
64. Howard Report, p. 9 et seq. 
65. Sara T. L. Robinson'l Kanltu, p. 27; Howard Report, p. 1010; see a1~ 

Boonville, Mo., handbill on the "Coming Election," dated March 13, cited in 
N. Y. Trilnl". of April 6, 1855. 

66. Andreas, p. 90; Holloway, pp. 122-123. The Self-Defenaive Association. 
having committed numeroul outragea, was compelled to disband, after being de,
nounced by a mass-meeting of one hundred and .eventy·four citileDa of Weaton, 
held Sept. I, 1854- See Holloway, P. 127. 
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67. Howard Report, pp. 81-82: lee also Andreas, p. go; HoUoway, pp. 124-
125· 

68. Howard Report, p. 30. 
69. Ibid., pp. 35 and 936• 
70. Cordley's La'Wf'eru:e, p. 38; Andreas, p. 102. "We understand and believe," 

.id the St. Louis News on May 12, 1855, "that David R. AtchillOn is at the bot
tom of all the troubles that have afflicted Kansas, andls the chief inatigator of the 
meetings, mobs and cabale, threats and excitement, which threaten to plunge the 
border into a wild fratricidal strife." 

71. Webb's Scrap-Book, vol. 4, p. 3: KalUtU Hulorieal Society Colleclilms, vol. 
7, pp. 30-34· 

72. Webb's Scrap-Book, vol. 3, p. 158; N. Y. Tribrme, April 23 and May 9. 
1855; Holloway. p. 156. 

73. Webb's Scrap-Book, vol. 3, p. 213: lee N. Y. Tribrl1u, April 23 and 26, 
1855. The St. Louie Democrat, April 21, 1855, was one of a number of papen to 
approve the destruction of the Parkville Lwmi1UZry. The Platte, Mo., Arga l8id: 
"The 'freedom of the press' ie not for traitOR and incendiaries:" lee RobinlOn, 
P·131• 

74. See article in the Wu"" Re/H»'fer, April 21, 1856, condemning Blue 
Lodges and the emigration from Missouri into Kansas: also the article 'The PUl
ing of Slavery in Western Missouri,' by John G. Haskell, Kansu Hulorical S0-
ciety Colleclions, vol. 7, pp. 28-39: also the amusing testimony of Th08. Thorpe, 
of Platte County, Missouri, in Phillips's Conquest oj Kansu, pp. 91-97. 

75. July 6. 1855, was the date of Gov. Reeder'a veto. For the meseage in full, 
lee Journal of the House of Representatives of the Territory of Kansas, 1855, 
P.29. A similar veto me8l8ge will be found in full in the N. Y. TribufU for July 
31, 1855; see also Andreas, p. 103. 

76. Journal of the Council of the Territory of Kansas, 1855, July 30, Appen
dix; pp. I and 2. 

77. Reeder's Testimony, Howard Report, pp. 944-945. For memorial for 
removal of Gov. Reeder, lee Kansu Hulorical Society Collections, vol. 5, PP. 
200-204. For the official letter removing Reeder, lee 34th Congress, 1st IeIIion, 
Sen. Ex. Doc. No. 23. 

78. Rhodes, vol. 2, p.86. 
79. Cf. Holloway, pp. 170-171; N. Y. Tn""fU, Aug. 25, 1855. 
So. Journal of the House of Representatives of Kansas Territory, 18ss-
81. Cordley, p. 33: Robinson, p. 121. ' 
82. Andreas, p. 107; Reese MS. 
83. Andreas, p. 106: Holloway, p. 178; Cordley, p. 34. 
84. Cordley, p. 35: Andreas, p. 106: Holloway, p. 178. 
85. Robinson, p. 143: Andreas, p. 106: Jamu Henry LafU, by W. E. Con

nelley, Topeka, 1899, p. 47. 
86. Holloway, p. 179: Andreas, pp. 106-107. 
87. This summary of the two conventions of Aug. 14 and 15 is drawn from the 

accounts of Andreas, Robinson, Holloway, Reese, the N. Y. TribufU, and con
temporary Kansas newspapen. 

88. Minutes of the Big Springs Convention, a pamphlet in the Kansas Historical 
Society; see also Andreas, pp. 108-109. 

89. Cited in Robinson; pp. 172-173: lee alllO Robinson, pp. 140-142, for a criti
cism of the Garrisonian attitude toward the Robinsonian policy in Kansas. 

go. Horace Greeley, editorial in N. Y. TribufU of Sept. 21,1855. 
91. Reese MS.: Andrea •• pp. 111-112. 
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92. Reese MS.; Andreu, p. 112. 
93. Cf. Rhodes, vol. 2, p. 101: Reese MS. 
94. Andreas, p. 109: N. Y. Tribune, Sept. 21, 1855: Wilder's A"fUJl.r, p. 61. 
95. Andreas, p. 110. John Brown, Jr., was also a member of the Executive 

Committee appointed by the Lawrence convention of Aug. 14-15, 1855, but this 
was not a delegate convention. - Wilder, p. 55. . 

96. Reete MS. 
97. Ibid.: also John Brown, Jr., in KGfIIfU H~ SlKMI~ PfllllietJItou, vol. 

I, p. 272. 
98. Howard Report, pp. 44-45. 
99. Andreas, p. III: Wilder, p.".,. 
100. Andreas, p. 122; Rhodes, vol. 2, pp. 126,201. 
101. Howard Report, p. 53; Andreas, pp. 111-112. 
102. Howard Report, pp. 53-54. 
103. N. Y. Tribune, Nov. 26, 1855; Wilder, p. 70; Andreu, p. 114: Phillips, 

pp. 148-149. 
104. Kansas Hult1ricGl SocWt, Cou.etiotu, vol. 5, p. 74: "From the spring and 

summer of 1854 to the establishment of a legitimate territorial government by 
the success of the free-state men and actual settlers in the election of 1857 and 
1858, the territory was practically without law and legal machinery, aside from 
the territorial judges and marshal appointed by the president." - W. H. T. 
Wakefield. See also Howard Report, p. 1026, testimony of D. J. Johnson. Mr. 
A. H. Case, of Topeka, long a leader of the Kansas bar, with a large practice in 
criminal cases, testifies that it was some time after his arrival in July, 1858. 
before anyone was prosecuted for murder, .. although they were prosecuted for 
stealing cattle." -Statement of Aug. 16, 1908. in Topeka, Kansas, to K. Mayo. 

105. Howard Report. p. 64. 
106. Webb's Scrap-Book, vol. 2. pp. 59, ISS: Martin. First Two Ye4rso! Kamas, 

p. II: Howard Report, pp. 1162-1163. 
107. Andreas, p. 99: Leavenworth H"aItl, May 4, 1855; Howard Report, pp. 

965-970• 
108. For story of McCrea's trial and escape, see N. Y. Tribune, Oct. 2, 6,8, 

and 17, 1855: also Sara T. L. Robinaon'sKa1Jl4S, pp. 104-105, 112-113, 126-127: 
also Howard Report, pp. 967-968, 970: also Andreu, p. 425. For Chief Justice 
Lecompte's defence of himseU, see Ka1Jl4S Hult1ricGl SlKMI, coUeeliMal, vol. 8, 
pp. 389-405. 

109. Howard Report. p. 1026, testimony of D. J. Johnson. 
110. Howard Report, testimony of R. R. Rees. pp. 970-972. 
III. Personal Recollections of Pardee Butler. N. Y. Trihne, May 19, 1856, 

Aug. 30. 1855: Phillips, pp. 145-147: Howard Report, pp. 960-963. 
112. Phillips, p. 145: SfJI4IUr S_ri,,,, Aug. 7, 1855, cited in N. Y. Trihne, 

Aug. 23, 1855: Howard Report, pp. 960-962. 
113. N. Y. Trihne, Nov. 3. 1855. 
114. To Mrs. John Brown, Osawatomie, K. T., Oct. 13 and 140 1855. - Origi • 

.. I in possession of Kansas Historical Society. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE CAPTAIN OF THE UBERTY GUARDS 

I. MR. J8IOn Brown to Mrs. John Brown, OIawatomie, November 25, 18ss. 
- original in posaession of Miss Brown: letter of John Brown, Jr., in the Ceve
IaDd LeaUr, November 29, 1883-

2. Letter of John Brown to wife and children, Brownsville, November 30, 1855, 
- original in possession of Mrs. Ellen Brown Fablingerj alao letter of December 
16 from the same to the same. - original in Kansas Historical Society: John 
Brown to his father, Brownsville, November 9, 1855, - original in pouesaion 
of Mrs. S. L. Clark. 

3. Phillips, Conquesl of KanstJS, pp. 141-144: N. Y. Trib.ne, November 13, 
20, 1855: Holloway, pp. 208-209; John H. Gihon, au." aflll KanstJS, Philadel· 
phia, 1857, pp. 47-48. For another version of this affair, attributing the killing 
of Collins to one Lynch, see N. Y. TribtmtJ, February 16, 1856. 

4. For the kiUing of Dow and the arrest and rescue of Branson, see letter of 
S. N. Wood to Augustus Wattles, August 29,1857, quoted in Robinson's KafISGS 
Confl"" pp. 184-186; Howard Report, pp. S~, 1040 et eeq.: Mrs. Robinaon, 
p. 105 et eeq •. For Coleman's narrative, see G. Douglas Brewerton, T1J8 Wus. 
KanstJS, New York, 1856, p. 223 et eeq.: N. Y. Tribune, Dec. 31, 1855. 

S. N. Y. Trib.ne, December 8, 1855: Robinson, pp.I88--I89: Mrs. Robinson, 
pp. 109-111. 

6. Testimony of L. A. Prather, Howard Report. p. 1065 et eeq.; MR. Robin
son, p. 109: Phillips, pp. 162-163. 

7. Executive Minutes of Gov. Shannon, Ka1tStJS HSsIoriaJl Soc"" Publica-
lions, vol. I. p. 98. . 

8. Shannon to Franklin Pierce, November 28, 1855, Ka1tStJS HisloriaJl Socid, 
Publications, vol. I, p. 101; Shannon to Richardson and to Strickler, ibid., pp. 
99-100. 

9. Affidavit of Hargis (otherwise Hargus or Hargous) in regard to the burning. 
See Kansas HSsIorical Sociel, CoUeaions, vol. 5, pp. 244-245: see also Howard 
Report, pp.60, 1044, 1051, 1059, 1064, 1107: alao, Brewerton, p. ISO. 

10. Ka1tStJS HSsIorical Society P.WieaIions, vol. I, pp. 99-100, Shannon to 
Major-General W. P. Richardson and General H. J. Strickler, November 27, 
1855· 

II. Executive Minutes, KanstJS HSsIoriaJI SoeWe, P.Wications, vol. I, p. 102; 
Brewerton, p. 164. 

12. Brewerton, p. 166. 
13. Brewerton, p. 164: Rhodes, vol. 2, p. lOS: Charles Robinson placed the 

number of Kansas residents enrolled in the pro-slavery forces at fifty, Howard Re
port, p; 1072; Phillips, p. 185. estimated it as never exceeding seventy. five or 
eighty: Sheriff Jones gave it as "not more than ISO or 200." See also Howard 
Report, testimony of James F. Legate, p. 1095: ADdreas says: "There were some 
fifty pro-slavery residents- the Kickapoo Rangers, in the command." 

14. Telegram to St. Louis RefJ1lblicll.JI dated Kansas, Thul'llday, December 6, 
1855, quoted in N. Y. Tribune, December 10. 

IS. N. Y. Tribune, December 12, 1855; Andreas, p. 117; see also Kickapoo 
City Pioneer, November 28, 1855: "To Arm.! To Armsl The Enemy is in the 
Field. Up, Citizens. Up, Pro-siavery Men. Up, Southerners. Up, Law and Or· 
der Menl" 
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16. Howard Report, p. 1096. 
17. Howard Report, testimony of J. M. Winchell, pp. 1088 and 1090: ibid., 

testimony of James S. Legate, p. 1095: ibid., testimony of Gov. Shannon, p. 1109; 
Cordley, p. 54: Gihon, p. 58: Andreas, p. 118: Rhodes, vol. 2, p. 105. 

18. See Missouri Democrat, cited in N. Y. T...w..1UI of December 31,1855. 
Ig. Andreas, p. 119: Phillips, pp. 171-172, 181: Cordley, p. 56. 
20. Howard Report, pp. 60 and 1129-1131. 
21. Cordley, pp. 52, 59-61; Phillips, pp. 174-176: Holloway, p. 21g: Andreas, 

p.1I8. 
22. John Brown to wife and children, Osawatomie, K. T., December 16, 1855, 

- original in poaession of Kansaa Historical Society: see also letter of S. L. 
Adair, Osawatomie, Dec. 9, 1855, to Owen Bro",n in Hudson, - original in poe
_ion of Mrs. S. C. Davis, Kalamazoo, Mich. 

23. Howard Report, p. 62. 
24. Dreer Collection, Pennsylvania Historical Society. 
25. Original certificate of service, in pouesaion of Mrs. John Brown, Jr.: see 

also Andreas, p. 121. 
26. Letter of R. G. Elliott to K. Mayo, Lawrence, August 6, 1908. 
27. James F. Legate, in the Leavenworth Weekly P,ess, October 23, 1879: John 

Brown Scrap-Book, vol. I, Kansas Historical Society. 
28. Ibid.: see also statement of George Leis, Lawrence, Nov. 30, 1909, for the 

author. 
29. John Brown to Orson Day, Brown's Station, December 14, 1855, from copy 

in J. H. Holmes Papers in possession of the author. 
30. For the varying accounts of the meeting and the speeches, see Phillips, 

p. 222: letter of R. G. Elliott to Miss Mayo: statement of Jason Brown, Decem
ber 13 and 14, 1908: letter of Salmon Brown to J. H. Holmes, Portland, Oregon, 
July 8, 1901; statement of Salmon Brown, Portland, Oregon, October II, 1908; 
RlminiscettUs oj Old Jolla B,t1'IIIn, by G. W. Brown, M. D., Rockford, Ill., 1880, 
p. 8: statement of E. A. Coleman, Sanborn, p. 220: Herald oj F,udom, October 
10,1857. 

31. Statement of Jason Brown, Dec. 13 and 14, 1908, confirmed by Salmon 
Brown: G. W. Brown, ReminiscettUS oj Old Jolin B,oum, p. 8. 

32. Robinson, pp. 207, 217. 
33. R. G. Elliott. In a statement of July 27, 1908, at Lawrence, Kansas, to 

K. Mayo, Mr. Elliott says: "The people would never have submitted to the 
Shannon treaty had they understood its nature. It is also believed that if John 
Brown's policy of attack had been followed, it would have been very bad for 
the Free State cause." 

34. Andreas, p. 119: Phillips, p. 225: Robinson, p. 204. For Shannon's Expla
nation, see Kansas His,orical Sock,y Collections, vol. 5, p. 248. 

35. Phillips, p. 227: Howard Report, pp.62, 1126: N. Y. Trib#lUI, December2g, 
1855: L. Spring, MatanlUl of Western History, vol. 9, p. 80: for Jones's statement, 
see Report on Kansas Claims, signed by E. Hoogland, H. J. Adams and S. A. 
Kingman, a committee of the Kansas Legislature, p. 62. This long report was 
published in Report No. 104, House of Representatives, 36th Congress, 2d session, 
Washington, 1861. 

36. Phillips, pp. 226-227. 
37. Ibid., p. 228. 
38. For Shannon's letter and the authority given Robinson and Lane, lee 

Brewerton, pp. 197-201: see also Governor Shannon's Explanation, KGrlSGS Bil. 
Iorica.l So,k,y Collections, voL 5. pp. 247-249. 
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39. Howard Report contains eight testimonies; see also Gihon, pp. 65-70: 
Mrs. Robinson, pp. 144-146 and 160-163: Brewerton, pp. 137,306, 329, for stat~ 
ments of Barber's widow and other relatives: Phillips, p. 211 et seq. 

40. James F. Legate, Leavenworth WeeW,. Prus, October 23, 1879. 
41. John Brown to Orson Day, December 14,1855. 
42. Letter to wife and children from" Westpoint," Mo., January I, 1856-

Original in possession of Mrs. EDen Brown Fablinger. 
43. Mrs. John Brown, Jr., to Mrs. John Brown, Osawatomie, Jan. 6, 1856,

original in possession of Miae Brown: Henry Thompson to Ruth Brown Thomp
IOn, Brown's Station, K. T., January 6, 1856, - original in possession of Miss 
Mary E. Thompson. Frederick Brown was the nominee of the meeting, but at 
the request of the chairman, John Brown, who urged that the elder brother would 
make a better representative, having greater knowledge of such matters, the vote 
was given to John Brown, Jr., -statement of Henry Thompson, September, 
1908· 

44. Mrs. John Brown, Jr., to Mrs. John Brown, Osawatomie, January 6, 1856. 
45. Ibid.: John Brown to wife and children, Osawatomie, Feb. I, 1856,

original in Kansas Historical Society: letter» his father, Brownsville, Nov. 9, 
1855, -original in possession of Mrs. S. L. Clark, Berea, Ky.: letter of Jason 
Brown to his grandfather, Owen Brown, Osawatomie, Jan. 23, 1856, - original 
in possession of Mrs. S. L. Clark. 

46. Mrs. Robinson, pp. 171-174: Gihon, pp. 71-72: KtsfUtJI HislDrictJl Socia,. 
ColledUnu, vol. 7, p. 525: Howard Report, IDany testimonies: and p. 63 et seq.: 
Charles Robinson, p. 222: Andreas, pp. 124,426: Phillips, pp. 240-246. 
I 47. Quoted in Andreas, p. 125 • 
. 48. Quoted in Wilder, P.91. 
. 49. Quoted in Andreas, p. 125: Webb's Scrap-Book: KtsfUtJI HistoNctU Sociel, 
CoUeaio,u, vol. 8, p. 19: also in N. Y. Trilnlrse of February 2, 1856. 

SO. Mrs. Robinson, p. 167: Howard Report, p. 969: KtsJlStJI Hisll1rieGl Socia, 
CoIl«tiotu, vol. 7, p. 525. 
~ 51. Andreas, p. 124: Holloway, pp. 275-276. 
I 52. Andreas, p. 125: Holloway, p. 278. 
, 53. Letter of Henry Thompson to Ruth Brown Thompson, January 26,1856. 
- Original in possession of Mill Thompson. 

54. Now first published. - Original in possession of M1ss Kate Giddings, 
Jefferson, Ohio. 

55. John Brown to his father, Owen Brown, Osawatomie, January 19, 1856- -
Original in posseuion of Mrs. S. C. Davis. 

56. Jason Brown to his grandfather, Osawatomie, Jan. 23, 1856. - Original 
in posseuion of Mrs. S. L. Clark: allO to Orson Day, February 21, 1856. 

57. Original in Kansas Historical Society. See Sanborn, p. 224. 
58. Andreas, p. 125: Executive Minutes of the Territory of Kansas, KtsJ1$41 

BislDrictJl Sociel, PublictstioJlS, vol. I, p. 104. 
59. Reese's MS.: St. Louis Derrwcrtst, quoted in N. Y. Trilnlrse of March 27, 

1856: KtsJlStJI HistorictJl Sockt,. COllectiofU, vol. 6, p. 298. 
60. John Brown to wife and children, Osawatomie, March 6,1856. - Original 

in posseuion of Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, Alabama. 
61. Letter of H. H. Williams to C. A. Foster, Foster MS., in Kansas Historical 

Society: for John Brown, Jr.'s own account of the proceedings of this Legisla
ture, and of his part therein, see bisletter to his grandparents, Brown's Station, 
Osawatomie, without date, - original in posseuion of Mrs. S. L. Clark. 

62. Miscellaneous Documents, No. 82, HOUle of Repre.entatives, 34th Con
pesa, 1st lellion. 
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63. Kansas Tribtlu, March S and 12, 1856: lee aJao Jetter of John Brown, Jr., 

to his grandparents, above cited. 
64- Letter of M .... John Brown, Jr., to Ruth Brown Thompson, Brown's Sta

tion, April 8, 1856.-0riginal in pollellion of Miss Thompson. 
65. Letter of Henry Thompson to his wife, Brown's Station, March 23, 1856. 

- Original in poaeasion of Miss Thompson. 
66. Henry Thompson to his wife, April 16, 1856. -Original in posseesion of 

Miss Thompson. 
67. Henry Thompson to his wife, May, 1856. - Original in possession of Miss 

Thompson. 
68. This account of the Settlers' Meeting has been drawn from the letter of 

S. L. Adair to J. H. Holmes, Oaawatomie, July 9, 1894: statements by Henry 
Thompson, August and September, 1908: the speech of Martin White, which will 
be found in the Leavenworth, Kansas, JOfIf'nal of March 12, 1857: also' The 
Settlers' Meeting and Protest of April 16, 1856, in Oaawatomie,' by O. C. Brown. 
a participant, Adams, N. Y., October, 1895, a MS. now in the O. C. Brown 
Papers, Kansas Historical Society. 

69. The resolutions as given here are taken from the Kansas p,.. SttU., pub-
lished in Lawrence, May 5. 1856. 

70. Statement of Salmon Brown, October II, 1908. 
71. From a copy of the original, taken by James H. Holmes. 
72. 'The Settlement of Lane and Vicinity,' MS. by James Hanway, in Han

way Miscellanies, vol. 4, Kansas Historical Society. II I was in sight but in the 
background when our committee served the resolutions on the Judge. He made 
no reply. There was a little side-work done to intimidate that Jury in a secret 
way on our part that never got out to the public." - Salmon Brown to J. H. 
Holmes, Portland, January 28, 1903, .,.....original in possession of the author. 

73. Statement of Salmon Brown, October, II, 1908: MS. of John Brown 
eatitled 'An Idea of Things in Kansas,' in possession of the Kansas Historical 
Society: statement of Jason Brown, December 13-14,1908: statement of Henry 
Thompson, August, 1908. 

74. See • The Buford Expedition to Kansas,' by Walter L. Fleming, A,,""". 
Huloricol RJJfIitnII for October, 1900: lee also N. Y. Tribtlu, May 5 and 10, 1856: 
M .... Robinson, pp. 216-217. 

75. N. Y. Tri"u, May 13, 1856. 
76. Fleming, A,,""". HuloriuJ RJJfIitnII, October, 1900. 
77. N. Y. TriDuU, May 2, 1856. 
78. See, for instance. Greeley's editorial of March 7, 1856. 
79. N. Y. TriDuu, May 5, 1856. An example of the recruiting that went on 

at this time in the South is afforded by a circular now in the possession of the 
author dated June 12, 1856: 

liTO ALL TRUE 
SOUTHERN MEN! '" 

S1Ioll Ka.mtu be ,.,,,,mderetlto lite AboliHonuts' 
Shall we sit down in idleness and permit our enemies to wall up Southem 

institutions, and thus endanger our existence as a people? We have the ability 
to prevent it - Do we lack the fHJIriotilm' 

Massachusetts says we must be driven out. Her Legislature has just appro
priated '30,000 to effect this purpose, and her people propose to raise imme
diately by private efforts '100,000 more. These people are engaged in the busi
ness of fanaticism aDd treuoD. Will Alabamians be lesa liberal in ~taini. 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



606 NOTES 

their substantial, vital rights under the Constitution? - Shall we turn our backs 
on the brave Missourians who stretch out their hands to us for help in a common 
cause? If we intend to do anything now is the time. This is a living, pressing isaue. 
Is it possible that we are dead to its importance? Southern Freemen must be true 
to themselves. We know there are men among us who discourage this great move
ment to save the South, by predictions of failure and inability to succeed. Down 
with such men. Turn from them as our worst enemies and let aU true men unite 
in crushing out this spirit of submission to abolition aggression and willingness 
to surrender Southern Rights without a struggle. 

Messrs. BAUIt & JOIIMSTON, 

Who have been aiding in emigrating Southern men to Kansas, have just returned 
for the purpose of raising more men and money. H. D. CLAYTON, ESQ., AND 
DR. JOSEPH JONES, will accompany and assist them in this enterprise. They 
are prepared to give reliable and valuable information, and for these purposes 
will meet and address the people at the following times and places. 

The meetings were to be held throughout July at twenty-four places, among 
them Tuskegee and Mount Meigs, where are DOW located industrial schools for 
the freed negroes. 

So. N. Y. TrilnlM, March 3, 1856-
81. N. Y. Tribane, Jan. 19, 18,56. 
82. The best accounts of Sheriff Jones's activity in Lawrence and his wounding 

are to be found in Andreas; Mrs. Robinson; the official report of Lieut. James 
Mcintosh, Kansas Hislorie4l SocieI, Cou.etStms, vol. 4, pp. 418-419; the N. Y. 
TribaM,' and Phillips; see also Kamas Historiull SocieI, Colkclions, vol. 4, p. 410. 
For pro-slavery side see H. C. Pate's letter to St. Louis Re/lflblican, dated April 14, 
18,56,9 P. II.; also Kansas Hislorie4lSocieI, Colleelions, vol. 4, PP.414-416; Shannon 
to Pierce. The Lile olGn. J.H.lAM, by John Speer, Garden City, Kansas, 1897, 
pp. 77-80, is also of value. 

83. Sworn testimony of three members of Jones's posse, April 28, 18,56: Karuas 
HUtoriuIl Societ, CoUeeHOfIS, vol. 4, p. 410. 

84. See letters of Frank B. Swift and B. W. Woodward, of Lawrence, in the 
Westem H_ Journal of Lawrence, November 20,1879: also letter of Philip W. 
Woodward to F. G. Adams from Leavenworth, September 18, 1897. Woodward. 
a room-mate of Filer at the time of the shooting, loaned him bis revolver. Filer 
returned it later, saying that he had shot Jones. Not unnaturally, Filer subse
quently denied this. He soon left Kansas and returned to New York. Lenhart 
died during the Civil War as first lieutenant of the Second Indian Regiment of 
the Federal army. 

8,5. N. Y. Tribane, May 8, 18,56; Mrs. Robinson, pp. 201-202; Andreas. p. 126. 
86. Mrs. Robinson, p. 210: N. Y. TribaM, May 13: Phillips, p. 2,58: N. Y. 

El't1Iing Post, May 13, 18,56. 
"Such a state of things as this maddens men and throws them back upon their 

own resources for redress. And it is dreadful to see how all the evil passions rise 
and rage at the recital of these terrible outrages so near home. Children catch 
fire and give vent to the undisguised feelings of their souls in words which under 
other circumstances would seem terrible. 0, the depth of revenge in the human 
heart when the powers that should execute justice not only connive at the wrong. 
but abet and help it on, and screen the offender. May Heaven grant us deliver
ance soon." - S. L. Adair, Osawatomie, May 16, 18,56, to Owen Brown' in Hue!
IOn, - original in possession of Mrs. S. C" Davis, Kalamamo, Mich. 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



NOTES 

87. N. Y. Trihne, May IS, 1856. 
88. For Butler's own story, see N. Y. Tribrme, May 19. 1856: see also Gihon, 

p. 75 et aeq.: Phillips, p. 259 et seq. 
89. Kansas Historieal SocWl, coUecWnas, voL 4, p. 157: vol. 5, pp. 81-82: 

Gihon, pp. 82-83: Mrs. Robinson, p. 238: Phillips, p. 286: N. Y. Trihne, June 
5,1856. 

go. Lexington bfJrUs, May 20, 1859: Missouri Reptlblican, June 26, 1856: 
Hinton, pp. 78-80: Gihon, p. 83: Phillips, pp. 2~87. Stewart was formerly of 
Bushford, Allegany County, N. Y. See N. Y. E"'n, Post, June 9, 1856. 

91. Andreas, pp. 127-128: Rhodes, vol. 2, p. 156: N. Y. Tnhne, May 19, 1856: 
Charles Robinson, p. 234 et seq.: for 'Letter from a Grand Juror,' see N. Y. 
Trihne, June 9, 1856. 

92. Mrs. Robinson, p. 267 et aeq.: Charles Robinson, pp. 237-239. 
93. Reeder's Diary, Kaflsas HiskJrical SocWl, P.bl"wns, vol. I, p. 13 et 

Ieq. 
94. Memorial to the President from Inhabitants of Kansas, Kamas HiskJrical 

Sock', Colle&,ions, vol. 4, p. 392. 
95. Kamas HiskJrical Sock', coUectSons, vol. 4, p. 394: Andreas, p. 128: Cord

ley, p. 93: Phillips, p. 276: Hollowa)', p. 317. 
96. Phillips. p. 278: Holloway, p. 319: Andreas, pp. 128-129: KafIStU Histo,i

cal SocWly Collections, vol. 4, p. 394. 
97. Andreas, p. 129: Holloway, p. 329: Phillips, pp. 28cr290: Gihon, p. 82: 

N. Y. Trihne, June 4, 1856: W M. Paxton, Anflals of PlaUe County. Mo., Kan
au City, 1897, pp. 212-214. 

91. Rhodes, vol. 2, p. 158. 
99. Kamas Historical Sock" Colle&tSons, voL 4, pp. 397-399: Andreas, pp. 129-

130; Mrs. Robinson, p. 238. 
100. The author's story of the Lawrence raid is drawn from the following 

IOUn:es: Memorial to the President from Inhabitants of Kansas, Kamas His
kJrical Sock'y CollutSons, vol. 4, p. 392 et aeq.: Mrs. Robinson, pp. 240-248: 
Phillips, pp. 28cr309: Gihon, pp. 83-86: Holloway, pp. 329-338: eordley, pp. 
9cr103: Andreas, p. 130: N. Y. TrlbtJne, May 29,30, June 2, 3, 4, 7, 9,13,19,20: 
St. Louis Democrat, May 27, 1856. For a statement of some of the brutalities 
committed by the Border Ruffians, see R. H. Williams's W.,,, '''e Border R.jJians, 
the story of an Englishman who served under Atchison at the taking of Lawrence, 
pp. 83-86: see also testimony of John A. Perry before the Congressional Com
mittee, N. Y. Tnhne, July 26, 1856. Details ofthe needless looting and destruc
tion of property are sworn to by many witnesses in the Report on Kansas Claims 
already referred to. This is a store-house of valuable information as to the 
property loss inflicted on both sides from November I, 1855, to December I, 
1856. 

101. Statement of Robert G. Elliott, July 27. 1908: Phillips. p. 299: Jallle8 F. 
Legate, Kamas Memorial, p. 63. 

102. Andreas. p. 130: Phillips, p. 299: Holloway, pp. 336-337. 
103. Kamas HiskJrical Sock', CollutSons, vol. 4, p. 401: Phillips, pp. 21)6-

297: N. Y. Tnhne, June 2: Holloway, p. 333. 
104. Eli Thayer, History of the Kamas CruslllU, New York, ISSg, p. 211. 
105. Horace Greeley, N. Y. Trihne, May 21.1856-
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CHAPTER V 

MURDER ON THE POTTAWATOMIE 

Besides the penonal narratives of two of the participants in the Pottawatomie 
murders, Henry Thompson and SalmOD Brown, the author baa been fortunate in 
finding three members of the Grant family alive to give their testimony, and has 
consulted in addition DO less than fifty-six narratives of early settlers, including . 
thoae of H. H. Williams, James Blood, August Bondi, John Speer, John T. Grant, 
James Hanway, O. C. Brown, Martin White, H. C. Pate and others who had • 
more or less intimate Imowledge of conditions as they existed at the time of the 
murders. Jason Brown's story, that of John Brown, Jr., Townsley's statements 
and the testimonies in the Oliver minority report of the Howard Committee have 
also been drawn upon, as well as contemporary newspaper publications, besides 
aU the lives of Brown and histories of Kanaaa. It is believed that the narrative 
here given is the first complete story of the crime. 

I. Sanborn, pp. 236-237 • 
. 2. ]ohn Brown, Jr., in the Cleveland LeGtler, November 29, 1883. 
3. Letter of Henry H. Williams, July 20, 1856, in N. Y. Tribu,., of August 20, 

1856. Cf. also, narrative of Captain Samuel Andenon, a member of the com
pany. in the Hyatt Papers, Kansas Historical Society. 

4. John Brown, Jr., Cleveland LeGtler, Nov. 29. 1883. 
S. H. H. Williams, N. Y. Tribu,." Aug. 20, 1856: James Hanway, of Capt. 

John Brown, Jr.'s company, in Lawrence Daily Joumol, November 27, 1879-
6. John Brown, Jr., Cleveland LeGtler, Nov. 29, 1883; H. H. Williams, N. Y. 

Trib.,." Aug. 20, 1856; C. A. Foster, a member of the Pottawatomie Rifles, to 
F. G. Adams, April IS, 1895. Foster MS., in Kansas Historical Society. 

7. Letter of Jason Brown, Osawatomie, June 28, 1856, to the family at Nortb 
Elba, - original in possession of Mi. Thompson, used here (or the first time; 
official report of Second Lieut. John R. Church, First U. S. Cavalry, May 26,1856, 
KafUGS Historical Society ColluliMu, vol. 4, P.42I. Lieut. Church dwells upon 
the fact that the presence of the Free State companies had frightened away two 
families. One of these was undoubtedly that whose slaves were freed by Johll 
Brown, Jr. 

8. John Brown, Jr., Cleveland LeGtler, Nov. 29, 1883; Jason Brown's state
ment of December 13-14, 1908; statement of Salmon Brown, October II, IgoB. 

9. Jason Brown to F. G. Adams, April 2, 1884, at College Hill, Topeka, in 
Kansas Historical Society: statement of Jason Brown, December 13, 1908. 

10. Statement of December 13, 1908. 
II. Martin Van BUl?n Jackson to W. E. Connelley, November 6, 1900, ill 

Mr. Connelley's poA&eIIion. 
12. Statement of October II, 1908. In a letter to Eli Thayer, dated Fort Scott, 

August 4, 1879, George A. Crawford states that John Brown, in Brown's camp 
at Trading Post, Linn County, Kansas, early in January. 1859, speaking to him 
of the Pottawatomie killings. said that "the death of thoae pro-slavery men had 
been determined upon at a meeting o( free-state settlers the day before-that 
be was present at the meeting and, I think, presided, and that the ezec:utioners 
were then and there appointed." - Original in G. W. Brown Papers, in Kansu 
Historical Society. 

13. KansGS Hislorical Society ColleeliMu, vol. 8, p. 279: Bondi's MSj narrative. 
in Kansas Historical Society. 
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14. Hanway to HiDtoll, December 5, 18» - 0riciDal iD HiDton Papen. 
Kanau Historical Society. 

15. Besidea Salmon BrowD, the followilll tatify to the cheeriug that greeted 
the departure of the little compaay: Jaaon Brown, John Brown, Jr., and James 
Hanway. See Hanway'to Redpath, March 12, 1860, quoted in Andreas, p. 604. 

16. It it oaly fair to state that J. G. Grant teBtme, that H. H. Wtliiams uraed 
George Grant to keep out of the expedition becaule "somethiug ruh" was aoinc 
to be done. Statement of J. G. Grant, San Franciaco, Oct. 7, 1908, to K. Mayo. 

17. Confession of Townsley, written out by Attorney Hutchlnp on December 
4, 1879, and published iD the Lawrence Dflily JfIW'IIIM, December 10, 1879. Other 
confessions of Townsley, varying slightly from the above, have also been drawn 
upon. Johnson Clarke's version of Townsley', confession is in the UnileiJ S,,*, 
BioVSpltKGl Die,",,",,,,, Kanau volume, 1879, p. 526; a third version it iD An
dreas, pp. 603-604, this having been made Aug. 3, 1882. 

18. John Brown, Jr., in Cleveland Pr.u, May 3, 1195; statement of JUOIl 
BroWD, December 13, 1908. "Gen." Bierce', title came from a northern Ohio 
RCret society, the "Grand Eagles," organiad to attack the Canadian Govern·' 
ment. The arms given by Bierce to John Brown had belonged to this society, 
and included artillery broadswords that bore either on hilt or blade the device ol 
an eagle, and which were the identicaf weapons uaed in the Pottawatomie kill· 
hlga. See JUGn Brown', statement of December 28, 1908; Western Reaerve Hia
torical Society Tracts, vol. 2, pp. 4-5; for Bierce's own statement of hit gift ol 
arms to John Brown, see address delivered at Akron, Ohio, on 'The Emcutioa 
of John Brown,' Columbus, 1865. 

19. John Brown, Jr., and Jaaon Brown. 
20. Statemeat of George Grant, San J-' Cal., September 25, 1908, to K. Mayo. 
21. Statement of Dr. W. B. Fuller to J. H. HollDI!8, December 7, 1903, in poe

seuion of author. 
22. James H. Hanway to R. J. HintOD, December 5, 1859, Hinton Papen. 

Kansas Historical Society. 
23. See 'Old John Brown,' by Capt. J. M. Anthony, Leavenworth WeMI, 

Titnn, February 14, 1884-
240 Colonel James Blood, Lawrence, November 29, 1879, to G. W. BI'DWIl, 

publiahed in Leavenworth Weekl, PUll, December 4, 1879. Neither SaIIllOll 
Brown nor Henry Thompeon can remember tIIis meetiug witll Colonel Blood. 
But as Colonel Blood gave hit testilDOJlY witll unswerving precision on several 
occasions, and made his original statement before the appearance of Townsley', 
confession, the author it of the opinion that it must be accepted as correct, par. 
ticularly in view of the accuracy of hia detailed description of the party be 
met. 

25. Townsley, December 6, 1879. 
26. Statement of Henry Thompeon, August alld September, 1908. 
27. Statement of Mn. B. F. Jackson, Topeka. Kansas, Augu,t, 1908, to K. Mayo. 

But Henry Sherman'. character was not so black as to keep the CommissioD. 
ers on Kansa. Claims from awarding '1035 damaaea to the administrator ol, 
hill estate for cattle taken illegally by John Brown and others (Report, vol. 30, 
Part 2, pp. 1184-1190). 

28. Letter of Maggie Moore and Mahala Doyle to A. A. Lawrence, Chatta· 
nooga, May 26, 1885, in the Massachueetta Hiatorical Society Library. 

29. Joint interview of G. W. and Henry Grant, given in Lawrence JfIfInIIII 
office, December 4, 1879, and published tbe aext day. 

30. John Brown, Jr., Cleveland ~, November 29, 1883; ItatemeDt 01 
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Henry Thompeon, Auguat, 1908; statement of SalmOD Brown, October, 1908; 
statement of Jason Brown, December 13, 1908; E. A. Coleman, in Tile KClUGS 
JI~, a report of tbe Old Settlers' Meeting at Bismarck, Grove, Kansu. 
Charles S. Gleed, Editor, Kauu City, Mo., 1880, pp. 196-197. 

31. Jo/", Brtlflm IJS ""-d by Bea,., ClCJ, Pu, New York, 1859 (pamphlet). 
32. Martin White, Speech in the Kansas Houae of Repreaentativea, reported in 

the Leavenworth Jrnmwl, March 12, 1857. 
33. Oliver Minority Report to the Howard Committee Report, pp. 105-106-
34. Statement of Salmon Brown, October, 1908. 
35. Ibid.; alao statement of Juoa. Brown, December, 1908. 
36. Howard Report Appeadix, G iKW'- testimony, p. 1193. 
37· Ibid., pp. 1194-1195. 
38. Ibid., pp. 1197-1198. 
39. Ibid., pp. 1195-1197. 
40. V'r,.nieJ MClICI"'" of Hfskn7 tJfIIl BitJ"..,,,,, July, 1902, pp. 31-32-
41. Statement of Jason Brown to K. Mayo; alao his statement to F. G.Adams. 

Topeka, April 2, 1884. 
42. Jason Brown to K. Mayo, December, 1908. 

: 43. Jason Brown; Salmon Brown. 
44. Statement of J. G. Grant, San Franciac:o, October 7, 1908, to K. Mayo. 
45. Reprinted in Overbrook (Kanau) Cm.e., June 25, 1908, from Watertown 

(New York) Reff11ffNf' of 1856. 
46. O. C. Brown Papers, Kansas Hiltorical Society. 
47. H. L. Jones to F. G. Adams, January 20, 1879, in Kanau Hiatorical 

Society. 
48• George Thompeon, Twin Mound, Kauaa, July 30,1894, in J. H. Holmes 

Papen, Kansas Historical Society. 
49. Also found in Andreas, p. 132. 
SO. Shannon to Pierce, Lecompton, May 31, 1856, K.,.,., HfslorWJl SotMI, 

Collet;"om, vol. 4, pp. 414-418. 
. 51. Lawrence JtnU'fUJl, December II, 1879. 

52. Corres~ence of John Sedpick, MCljor-General, privately printed for 
C. and E. B. Stoeckel, 1903. vol. 2, pp.~. Governor Robinson testified that 
Major Sedgwick was not only very kind to the Free State priloners at Leaven
worth, but a warm sympathiaer with their cauae. Major Sedgwick was, of coune. 
mialed, in one respect: there was no mutilation of the Pottawatomie victims. 

53. Original in Hanway Papen, Kansas Hiltorical Society. 
54. MS. by James Hanway, in Kansas Hiltorlcal Society. At the meeting of 

the Anti.Slavery Society in Lawrence, Dec. 19, 1859 (reported in the New York 
HIf'Gld of Jan. 2,1860), Governor Robinson said: "It made no difference whether 
he IBrown) raised his hand or otherwise; lat Pottawatomie) he was pretlellt, aid· 
ing and advising to it, and did not attempt to atop the bloodshed, and ii, of course, 
responsible, though justifiable, according to hil understanding of affairs." Rob
inson alao stated in this meeting that he himself thought the mufders justifiable 
at the time. The Anti-Slavery Society, after the discuasion, voted that the mur
ders were not unjustifiable, aDd that they were performed "from the sad neces
sity • • • to defend the livea and liberties of the settlers in that region." 

55. T. W. Higginson, ClNMffll Y"""", pp. 207-208. The Rev. E. Nute 
wrote from BostOIl to R. J. Hinton, June 4t 11193. that be was in Boston at the 
time of the murders; that he returned 1000 after, and heard nothing but ex
pressions of satisfaction conc:erniac them. - Hintoo Papers. Kansas Historical 
Society. 
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,56. John B. Manes, IOn of Poindexter MaDel, in the Garnet, Kan., PIaM

tktJler, January 9,1880, in Kansas Historical Society; S. J. Shively, 'The Pottawa
tomie Massacre,' in KGfJStu HulDriaU Soda, CoUaUMu, vol. 8, p. 179; Andrea .. 

~- . 
57. Martin's Tile Firs' TfIIO Years oj KtSrutu, p. 19. 
58. Capt. J. M. Anthony, in Leavenworth WNW)' TifMs, February 14, 1884; 

James F. Legate, in Topeka WNW), CtSpilill, February 28, 1884: Hinton, p.87. 
59. Statement of Mrs. John Brown, Jr., Put-in Bay, November, 1908, to K. 

Mayo. 
60. Original in poasesaion of Miss Mary E. Thompeon. 
61. Statement of Mrs. Mary E. Brown, San Jose, California, to K. Mayo, Sep-

tember 24, 1908. • 
62. Statement of Mrs. B. F. Jackson, Topeka, August, 1908, to K. Mayo. 
63. See, for instance, Gibon, pp. 75, 85, 91, 98. 
64. Mrs. Robinson, p.328. In a later statement, in poueasion of the author, 

Mrs. Robinson affirms, however, that her charge above mentioned was made 
only on the authority of a rumor circulated by Redpath, which was later entirely 
discredited. 

65. Statement of George Grant, San Jose, CaL, September 25, 1908. It is 
to be noted, in this connection, that J. G. Grant, his brother, stated, on Oct. 7, 
1908, in San Francisco, to Misa Mayo: "Prior to Pottawatomie, no violence had 
been committed in our region on either side. The Free State men had. however, 
a general sense of danger from the continued threats from Mi880uri, and from 
depredations elsewhere rife." According to John T. Grant (see his letter to Rev. 
L. W. Spring, in Spring's • John Brown,' Proceedings Mauachusetta Histori
cal Society, March, 1900), Henry Sherman told Mrs. J. T. Grant that Morse and 
Weiner had been ordered to leave for giving ammunition to the Pottawatomie 
Rifles. 

66. Col. James Blood, in Topeka Wukl)' CtSpilill and Fo.rmers' JtnInIIIl, January 
1,1884· 

67. Mrs. Mary E. Brown; George W. Grant, statements of September, 1908. 
68. J. H. Holmes papers, in possession of the author. 
69. M. V. B. Jackson to W. E. Connelley, Emporia, Kansas, November 6, 1900. 

- Original in possession of Mr. Connelley. 
70. Garnett, Kan., P14indealer, January 9, 1880. 
71. Mr. Adair's IOn, Charles S. Adair, is also of the opinion that this list was sub

mitted. In a long and interesting letter, written in May, 1856, to his "Bro. and 
Si .. Hand," the elder Adair tells the story of the massacre and says that some 
of the murdered men "had made threats, had threatened the lives of Free State 
men, and acted most outrageously for some time past," but makes no mention 
of an Index Expurgatorius of the Free State men. The original letter is in pas
_ion of Mrs. S. C. Davia, Kalamazoo, Mich. 

72. The KtSnstu MemorUU, p. 196. 
73. Statement of Col. Edward Anderson to K. Mayo, Boston, January 10, 

1908; see also letter, quoting Brown, of George A. Crawford to Eli Thayer, Fort 
Scott, Kan., Aug. 4, 1879, in G. W. Brown Papers, in Kansas Historical Society. 

74. John Speer, in Topeka Comflf01Sf«lJllh, January 30, 1886. 
75. F. G. Adams to R. J. Hinton, October 25, 1883, in Kansas Historical 

Society. 
76. The original of the Pomeroy letter is in the posaeaaion of the author. 
77. Wilder's A,nflGls, p. 99. . 
78. Howard Report, p. 10'/. 
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79. Samuel Walbr to Judge James Hanway, Lawrence, February 8, 18750 
Hanway Papers, in KaIlllU Historical Society. 

So. F. B. Sanborn's open letter to Mr. Winthrop, in Boston TrGnSCripl, De
cember 6, 1884-

81. This charge of John Brown, Jr., is in the Topeka CommtmwetJllhof Feb
ruary 16, 1884- For ex-Governor RobiDlOn's reply and the continuation of the 
controversy, see Topeka CommtmflJCGltA of 1884. 

82. Statement of Henry Thompson in J. H. Holmes Papers. 
83. T. W. Higginson, CM""," Yuterd4,s, p. 208. 
84. Judge Thomaa RU8le1l to C. A. Foster, Hinton Papen, KaIlS8l Historical 

Society. 
85. R~ of FfIrl'y YIQ,." by John Sherman, New York, 1896, p. 100. 
86. Rhodes, vol. 2, p. 78. 
87. For the Hamilton murden, see Andreu, pp. 1104-1105; William P. Tom

linson, KMUfI.I jlS z8S8,' New York, 1859. pp. 61-76. 
88. MGSIGCArueUI HulDrical S«iet, p,.tH:Udin,s, 2d Series, vol. I, Boston, June, 

1884· 
89. "The truth is that the Pottawatomie IIl&IIIaCre was 10 at variance with 

the whole coune and policy of the Free-State party in Kanl8l up to that time, 
that its horrible details were not credited in the East .••• The testimony of 
impartial observe ... was that the proslavery men were lawless and aggressive, 
and the Free-State settlen submissive, industriolls, and anxious for liberty and 
order. Their previous good character prevented the country from believing that 
the killin, done in their name by one of their number was an unprovoked mas-
1&Cre." - Rhodes, vol. 2, pp. 11)9-200. 

90. In jUltice to Mr. Salmon Brown and to the reader, it is only fair that there 
mould be appended to the discussion of the Pottawatomie tragedy the following 
letter, partiCUlarly 81 it has been printed in an altered and misleading form which 
convey! the denial, not found in its original, that John Brown was preaent at 
the Pottawatomie murden. It will be seen from this letter that Salmon Brown 
does not deny that his father was preaent, but evadel a direct statement, as did 
his father. The letter was written in a period of great stress and anxiety, subse
quent to the execution of John Brown, when it did not seem advisable to let the 
real facts come out. The original of thil letter is in the pouesaion of the family of 
the late Dr. Joshua Young, of Winchester, Mass. 

Ray JOSHUA YOUMG. NORTH ELBA, N. Y. Dec. 27th '59. 
DuaSla:-
Your letter to my mother was received to-night. You wished me to give you 

the facts in regard to the Pottawatomie execution or murder, and whether my 
Father was a participator in the ACT. I was one of his company at the time of the 
Aomieides and was never away from him one hour at a time after we took up arma 
in KBnl8l. TIwref",., 1 N, #IOmiwl, tluU M was not CJ pa,.ticipator in 1M de«l. 

Although I should think none the less of him if he had been for it was the grand
est thing that was ever done in Kansas. It was all that saved the territory from 
being run over with drunken land pirates from the Southern States. That was 
the fint act in the history of our country that proved to the demon of Slavery 
that there was as much room to give blows 81 to take them it was done to save 
life and to strike terror through there wicked ranb. I should like to write you 
more about it but I have not time now. We all feel very grateful to you for your 
kindness to us. 

Youn Respectfully 
SALMOM BaoWK. • 
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of Beecher and Theodore Parker, see the Liberalor, vol. 26, p. 42. 
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9. Mrs. Robinson, in the Wichita (Kansas) Ellg", December 12, 1878. 
10. Reprinted in the St. Louis ReptlbliClln, June 14, 1856: see also John Sher

man, Recollection, of Forly Yell", p. 100. 
II. Statement of Jason Brown to K. Mayo, December 13. 1908. 
12. William H.utchinson ("Randolph") to the N. Y. Timu, from Lawrence, 

June 23, 1856; in Hutchinson Scrap-Book, Kansas Historical Society. 
13. N. Y. Tribune, July 2, 1856. 
14- Statement of Jason Brown as above. The original official notes of this 

examination of John Brown, Jr., Jason Brown and their fellow prisoners, before 
the U. S. Commissioner, Edward Hoogland, are in possession of Mr. M. W. 
Blackman, Cleveland, Ohio. 

15. From an unpublished M5. of Owen Brown, in the possession of Mias 
Mary E. Thompson. 

16. Bondi, in KllnltU HillorieGl Socid, Collectiotu, vol. 8, pp. 28~83. 
17. James Redpath, The Public Life of CIlptu,i1l John Brt1fl11l, Boaton, 1860, 

pp. 112-114. 
18. Bondi's narrative; also Owen Brown's story. 
19. Rebellion Records, Series I, vol. 36, p. 778, report of P. H. Sheridan, Major

General commanding; also, report of General Custer, ibid., p. 818; see also U'" ""IiI, of V'rginiG, New York, 1904, vol. 2, p. 54. Pate thus challenged Horace 
Greeley for impugning his bravery: "If you doubt that I will fight you can have 
a chance to try me in any way you want to, at. any time you want to. My 
address for the present is, 89, Guy's National, Washington, D. C., and for the r 

future, Lecompton, Kansas Territory, until further notice;" also statement of T. 
Major Thomas S. Taliaferro, Richmond, April 23, 1909, to K. Mayo. 

20. Owen Brown, in the Springfield RepubliCIJ1I, January 14, 1889. 
21. John Brt1V1fl III ~ by H. CltJy Pille. 
22. Quoted in Sanborn, p. 239. 
23. John BrflVln, by H. Clay Pate. 
24- John Brown to his family, June, 1856, Sanborn, p. 240. 
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25. John Brown aeverat times wrote out the list of thoee who took part in the 
engagement. The following, from the original in the Kansas Historical Society, 
is the roster as he wrote it: -

Saml T Shore, Capt. Silas More. David Hendricks (Hone Guard). Hiram 
McAllister. Mr. Parmely (wounded) Silvester Harris. 0 A Carpenter (wounded). 
Auguatus Shore. Mr. Townsley of Pottowatomie. Wm B Hayden. John McWhin
ney. Montgomery Shore. Elkanah Timmons. T. Weiner. A. Bondy. Hugh 
McWhinney. Charlea Keiser Elizur Hill. Wm Davis. Mr. Cochran of Pot
t~watomie. Henry Thompson (dangerously wounded) Eliaa Basinger. Owen 
B{Own. Fredk. Brown (hone guard) Salmon Brown (wound & cripled.) Oliver 
Brown. 

JOBN BROWN. 

List of names of men wounded in the battle of Palmyra or Blaclc Jack: alao 
01 Eight volunteers who maintained their poeition during that fight: & to whom 
the surrender was made June 2d 1856. 

o A Carpenter }wounded badly; Thompson cfanaerouaIy 
Henry Thompson 
Mr Parmely } wounded slightly in DOR allO in Ann 10 that he had to leave 

the ground 
Charles Keiser 
Elizur Hill 
Wm David 
Hugh McWhinney 
Mr. Cochran of Pottawatomie 
Salmon Brown (accidentally wounded after the fillat & liable to remain a 

cripple) 
Oliver Brown 

. Names of all who either fought or guarded the HOnel during the fight at Pal
myra June 2d 1856 will be found on the other side 

Respectfully lubmited by 

".ess. Whitman ~ 
Eldridge 

& others 

JOBN BROWN 

26. Annual Report of the Secretary of War, Exec. Doc. No. I, 34th Congress. 
3d session, House of Representatives, pp. 44-45. 

27. CorTes~e of JoAn Setlpiek, Major-General, vol. 2, pp. 7-8. 
28. For this raid the authorities are August Bondi, MS. narrative (hitherto 

unpublished) in the Kansas Historical Society Library; testimony of J. D. 
Pennypacker, one of Pate's men, in the Ridmtmtl DesfNJlt" of November 19, 
1859; the lengthy testimony of J. M. Bernard in the Report on Kansas Claims, 
vol. J, Part I, pp. 8.p-862, where are also the sworn statements of six other wit
qea&es; letter of J. M. Bernard in the Mi8lOuri RefJ1lbUcan, quoted in the N. Y. 
Tribfl", of June 20, 1856. The same incident is referred to in the Oliver Minority 
Report, p. 108, but the date is erroneously given as May 27 and 28. Bernard was 
awarded S9,524~91 on May 6, 1859, for the damage inflicted by Brown's men. 

29. That it was Col. Preston, and not one Fain, or Marshal Donaldson, as 
variously stated, appears from Gov. Shannon's letter of June 4, 1856, to Col. 
Sumner, KafJStJS HislDrUtll Society PablictJlitnu, vol. I, p. 122; and from a letter 
of J. Bernard to Missouri R./JfIblican, written at Westport, Monday, June 9, 1856. 

30. Statements of Salmon Brown and Henry Thompson of October II, 1908. 
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and AuguSt 22. 1908. respectively; alaoJetter of J. Bernard as above. quoted in 
the N. Y. Tri1nme of June 20. The ItOry is variously told by different chrom
c:len. 

31. Gov. Shannon to the Preeident. Lec:ompton, June 17. 1856, KG1ISlJI Bu
IDrieGl Society ColkcliMu, vol. 4, pp. 386-387. 

32. Correspondence of Gov. Shannon, K..." HulDrieal SoeWt, ~, 
vol. 4, p. 414· 

33. Proclamation of Gov. Shannon, AIlIW81 Report of the Secretary of War 
for 1856, pp. 47-48: see allO Executive Minutes of Gov. Shannon, 'KGftSGI H.,
torit:td Sociely PublierUUnu, vol. I, p. 121. 

34- KGfIItU Hulorical S~ ~, vol. 4, p. 421. 
35- Andreas, pp. 132-133: N. Y. Tribu,.., June 16, 1856. 
36. Bondi MSS., Kansas Historical Society. 
37. Andreas, p. 134; O. C. Brown's letter of June 24, 1856, Kansas Historical 

Society; Mrs. RobinlOn, p. 278; Phillips, pp. 374-375: N. Y. Tn""", of June 14 
and June 17, 1856. 

38. Gihon, p. 90: Phillips, pp. 364-369; Mrs. Robinaon, p. 283: N. Y. TribIuN. 
June 26 and 27, 1856: Herald. uf F,..."., May 16, IS57; Holloway, p. 361. 

39. Report of Secretary of War for IS56, p. 49. 
40. Phillips, p. 380. 
41. Report of Lieut. Mc:lntosh to ac:tiDr Goftmor Woodaon, KtJfJStIl·H.."".

teal SoeWt, CoIlecWnu, vol. 40 p. 391. 
42. Original in Kansas Historical Society. 
43. Mrs. Robinson, p. 283; Phillips, p. 380; see also N. Y. TribuIIC, July'S, for 

statement of robberies; report on Kanaas Claims, vol. 3, Part I, pp. 206-207. 
44- N. Y. Tri"",." June 19; Mrs. Robinson, pp. 234-2S5. 
45. N. Y. TriInme, June 26 and 27; Mrs. Robinson, p.298. 
46. Gihon, p. 91; N. Y. TriInme, J nne I, 3 and II. 
47. Phillips, p. 389· 
4S. Gladstone, p. 281; Gihon, p. 93; Cordley, p. 113; Mrs. RobinlOn, p. 324: 

• Life of Samuel Walker, ' KGftSGI HulDrieGl SotMey CtIlIeetUms, vol. 6, pp. 268-261}: 
Andreas, p. 142. 

49. Cordley. pp. 105-lCm statement of JalOn Brown. Dec. 13 and 140 1908: 
Andreas, pp. 320 and 427; Mrs. RobiDlOn, p. 328; N. Y. TriInme, Sept. Sand 9. IS56-

SO. Andreas. p. 133. 
51. For instances of Free State theft. of horaeaowned by pro-alavery men, see 

KGrfItJI HulortcGl Society CoIlecWnu, vol. 10, p. 645. The Oliver Minority Report, 
pp. 1199-1205. gives many instanc:eaof robberies of pro-slavery storesand houaea 
immediately after the Pot\awatomie murders. The 10Dg report of the Comllli .. 
aioners of Kansas, already referred to, should aleo be studied in this connection. 

52. Quoted in N. Y. Tribu,.. of June 18, IS56-
53. Ibid. 
54. StpIIJIm StlWf'lig,., July IS, 1856. 
55. Proclamation of acting Governor Woodson, Annual Report of the Secretary 

of War for 1856, pp. 57-58. 
56. See Report of Secretary of War for 1856, pp~ 26, 56, 61; Shannon to Sum

ner, June 23, Executive Minutes, KGftSGI H.,1DrieGl StH:iety P~, vol.·I, 
p. 123. For a sample of the rejoic:inIf of pro-slavery papers when Sumner ... 
relieved, see Richmond E"fIIi,..,. of September 5, 1856. 

57. Secretary of War's Report for 1856, p. 69. 
58. Gen. Edwin Voae Sumner, born in BoatoD, January 30, 1797, entered the 

army in 1819 as second lieatenant of iDfantry. He aernd in the Black IUwk 
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War, and led the cavalry c:harp at Cen'O Gordo, MeD:o, in April, 1847; waa 
Governor of New Mexico, 1851-53; he died at Syracuse, N. Y., March 21, 1863, 
as a brigadier-general in the regular army and major-general of volunteera, from 
diIeaae resulting from the Fredericbburg campaip, in which he commanded 
a division. He had the respect of the army as an able and gallant soldier, espe
ciaDy in Indian warfare. In a 1etter dated "Camp of U. S. Cavalry, near Lecomp
ton, July 7, 1856," addressed to Col. Sumner and bearing alao the signatures 
Gl Geo. W. Smith, Gaiua Jenldna, John Brown, Jr., Henry H. Williams and Geo. 
W. Deitaler, Charles Robinson wrote as foUowa: 

"Whatever judgment the people of Kanaaa or the country may paaa upon the 
conduct of the administrator of Government, or I should rather say, adminis
trator of otII,a", in Kanaaa, aU partiea must concede to you, peraonaUy, the 
character of an honorable, impartial, high-minded and efficient officer; notwith
mading, in the diacharp of your official duty, your auperton incur the censure 
of per80llS of all shades of political faith."-See N. Y. Trilnme, July 24. 1856. 

59. The correspondence of Shannon, Woodson and Sumner, and between 
Jefenon Davis and Sumner, and the proclamation of acting Governor Woodson, 
will be found in the Annual Report of the Secretary of War for 1856. See also 
KAmas Hisloriall Society CDllM:Wnu, vol. 4; and vol. 9, pp. 360-363. 

60. Philadelphia North Afllll"icall, quoted in the Mobile DAily TriInI", of Au
pst I, 1856; Mn. Robinson, pp. 309-315: Phillips, pp. 392-406; N. Y. Trilnlne, 
July 10 and 19, 1856; letter of James Redpath, dated Topeka, July 4, in the 
Milwaukee Senti." of July 17, 1856. 

61. Statements of Salmon Brown and Henry Thompson; letter of S. L. Adair 
to T. H. Hand and Stephen Davis and famiUea, Osawatomie, July 17, 1856.
Original in possession of Mn. S. C. Davia. 

62. Quoted in W. A. Phillips'a article, in AIIa"'ic Monlldy for December, 1879. 
63, Originalin possession of Mn. John Brown, Jr •. 
6.J. John Brown, Jr., to Jason Brown, dated Camp U. S. Cavalry, near Le

compton, Kan.., July 30,1856; S. L. Adair, Osawatomie, July 17, 1856, wrote 
to T. H. Hand and Stephen Davia and families as follows: "Bro. J. B. and un
married sons expect to leave the territory immediately. They are known as fight
ing men and are a terror to Mo." - Original in poseession of Mn. S. C. Davis. 

65. Statement of Salmon Brown, Oct. II, 1908. 
! 66. MS. diary of Samuel J. Reader, Topeka, Kansaa, in his possession. 
, 67. Record of Court-Martial of Private A. D. Stevena, Company F. Firrt 

, Dragoons. May, 1855, in office of Judge-Advocate-General, War Department, 
Washington; also letter of Judge-Advocate-General G. B. Davis, U. S. Army, 
November 23, 1908, to author. 

68. Statement of Henry Thompson, August, 1908, and of Salmon Brown, Oc
tober, 1908; the story of Samuel Walker, KafIStU H.slorical Society CoIlediOflS, 
vol. 6, pp. 267-268, also treats of John Brown's movements at this juncture. The 
invalids were taken in an ox-wagon as far a~ Tabor, Iowa, where Owen was 
apecially kindly received and remained until he had fully recuperated, when he 
returned to Kanaaa. The progreaa homeward of Oliver Brown, Henry Thompson 
and Salmon Brown, together with William Thompson, a brother of Henry, whom 
they met on their way out and disauaded from entering Kansas, is thus described 
by Salmon Brown: "We other four bought a double buggy and harness from the 
Oberlin people on credit, at Tabor, drove to Iowa City, sold the honea, sent back 
the money to pay for the wagon and all four went home. The hones for the double 
buggy we came by thus: we heard, on the way through Nebraska, that IIOme 
pro-a1avery men were after ua. OUver, who was always a dare-devil, and WilHam 
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Thompson ambulhed these IDen, deh"berately tuming aaide for that pul'p08l'. 
The men, ordered off their bones, took it for a regular hold-up in fotte, and sur
nmdered their animall. Oliwr and William immediately jumped on and lit out 
for Tabor. It was theee honea that took UI across Iowa." The need of converting 
pnHlavery animals into good anti-slavery Itock was thus urgent with the Brown 
I0Il8 in peaceful, placid Nebraska as it had been in bleeding Kansas. 

CHAPTER VII 

THE FOE IN THE FIELD 

•• Andreas, p. 138: T. W. Higginson and other correspondents, in the N. Y. 
TrihM of July 7, 1856: N. Y. TriInme, July 14, 1856: statement of Thomas W. 
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twenty Border Ruffian.. • • . If thil is the material we have to encounter in 
Kansas we have but little to fear of the result. Fifty thousand such 'cattle' could 
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2. Andreas, pp. 138-139: Holloway, pp. 363-364; N. Y. TrilnlM, July 9, 15 
and 17, 1856. 

. 3. Andreas, pp. 136-137: Chicago Doil, Tribune, June 2, 1856: John Speer's 
lAM, pp. 101-107. 
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5. James Ford Rhodes, in the AIltmIie JlOf&IWy, May, 1909. 
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the House against Whitfield and Reeder_ 
9. ConfressiOflGl Globe, 34th Congress, lit &elISion, vol. xxxix, p. 1541. 
10. For a more detailed narrative of the struggle over Kansas, see Rhodes, 

vol. 2, pp. 201-202. 
II. See N. Y. TriInlM, Jan. 27, 1857, for report of Horace White, Assistant 

Secretary of the Committee. 
12. For Samuel Walker'l story of this ride, see KouGS Hislllrieal Society Col

_lions, vol. 6, pp. 267-268. 
13. Walker to Hanway, from Lawrence, Feb. 18, 1875; Hanway Papers, Kan

as Historical Society. 
14. Andreas, p. 142: Bondi MSS.: Charles R. Tuttle, History of KouGS, Madi

IOn, Wis., 1876, p. 358; J. H. Holmes's testimony, N. Y. TribtlM, Aug. 21, 1856. 
15. Bondi MSS., Part 3, Kansas Historical Society. 
16. Printed in the MissD#ri DemocrtJI of Aug. 27, 1856, and reprinted in the 

N. Y. Tribune of Sept. 8,1856: StpUJUer SDrJef'eigfl, Aug. 26,1856: see aleo Leaven
worth City JourMl, Aug. 17, 1856; JlisSD#rS RepublUofl, Aug. 23, 1856-

17. Bondi MSS. 
18. Original in po&seIIIion of MillS ThomplOn_ 
19. See their manifesto in the StpUJUer SDNf'agfl of Aug. 26, 1856. 
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20 ... Randolph· ... lettel'll of Au,. 29 and Sept. 7,1856, in the N. Y. TifUl. 
21. Article entitled 'Old John Brown,' in John Brown Scrap-Book No. 3t 

Kansas Historical Society. 
22. Statement of ~ra RobillllOn at Paola. Kaaaaa, Oct. 3t 1908. to the aa

thor. 
23. Statement of Mrs. Mary Grant Brown, San Joee, Cal., Sept. 24. 1908. to 

K. Mayo. Ephraim Coy testifies similarly to a panic of thej Border Ruffians 
on hearing that John Brown was cominr with .ix hundred rifles and a thoUlllad 
men. See MS. entitled 'Kansas ExperieDcea of Ephraim Coy,' Hyatt Papera, 
Kansas Historical Society. 

24. Statement of R. G. Elliott, July 27.1908, to K. Mayo. 
25. Quoted in N. Y. TribuM of Au,. 25, 1856. 
26. Statement of Major James B. Abbott. K/UUtU HiIIorieGl SocWIy c.Ik-

liom, vols. 1-2, p. 221. This cannon is now in the Kansas Historical Society. 
27. KGnsu HisltwictU Socia, Colledtotu, vola. 1-2, pp. 218-219. 
28. Holloway, p. 379. 
29. Letter to the Editor of the Mobile TrihM. reprinted in N. Y. T ...... 

Aug. 23, 1856. 
30. Andreas, pp. 142-143; Cordley, p. 115; Holloway, p. 379; MI'II. Robiuoa, 

pp. 324-325; N. Y. Tribune, Au,. 25 and 29, 1856. 
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Iiom. vol. 6, pp. 269-273. Captain Shombre was a member of James H. Lane'. 
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pp. 115-120: Speer'. lAM, p. liS; and Andrea., pp. 142-143. 

32. Statement of Luke F. Parsona to the author, Salina, Kansas, Oct. 7, Igo8. 
33. Statement of Jason Brown, Dec. 13 and 14, 1908. 
J4. John Brown, Jr., to John Brown, Aug. II. 1856. - Original in the ~ 

sion of MI'II. John Brown, Jr. 
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to William. and Heiskell; joint letter of Totten and Wilson to actin, GoYerDOr 
Woodson, same volume, p. 743; .tatement of C. S. Adair. o..watomie, Oct.2. 
1908, to the author; .tatement of J. G. Grant, San Franciaco, Oct. 7, 1908, to 
K. Mayo; Andreas, p. 605; letter of Daniel Woodson to Lewis ea., Lecompton, 
March 31, 1857, in the Executive Minutes of 1857. in Kansas Historical Society. 

41. From John Brown'. Jl~Booll No. 2.-Oririaal in BOItOa Pub
tic Library. 
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the original now ii, as is Mr. Adair's letter to Mrs. Hand, Oawatomie, Sept. 
2, 1856, which weD supplements the narrative. 

51. Quoted in Leavenworth JDIII'fIlIl, March 12, 1857. 
52. N. Y. Trih"" Sept. 17, 1856. 

, 53. Statement of Ezra Robinson to the author at Paola, KaIllU, Oct. 3, IgoB. 
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58. Original manuscript in possession of Mrs. B. W. Woodward, Lawreuce, 

KanaB. 
59. Statement of Joseph H. Morey, a prisoner, in the Rochester (N. Y.) DtJil, 

DemocrtJI of Sept. 12, 1856: see also testimony of Robert Reynolds, in Report on 
Kaaas Claims, vol. 3, Part 2. pp. 1101-1103. 

60. See Spenur Kellolf Brtlflm, 1M 1Af. i" KGftI4$ aM DetJIi lSI a Sty, edited 
by George Gardner Smith, New York, 1903. 

61. Report of Secretary of War for 1856, pp. 90"'92. 
62. Ibid., pp. 29-31. 
63. Walker's Narrative, KanstU HulMictJJ SocN~ ColleeIUnu. vol. 6, pp. 273-

274; Report of the Secretary of War for 1856, pp. 101-103. 
4 Report of the Secretary of War for 1856, p. 102. 
65. Statement of Henry Reisner, Topeka, July 22, IgoB, to K. Mayo. 
66. Statements of Holmes, Parsons and Jason Brown. 
67. Letter of Aaron D. Stevens, signed "Charles Whipple, Col. lit Regiment 

Kansas Volunteers," to his brother, Aug. 28,1856; Headquarters 2d Regiment, 
Kanaas Volunteers. - Original in poeaession of Dr. Henry B. Stevens, Boston. 

68. J. B. Donaldson, U. S. Marshal, to Gov. Geary, Lecompton, Sept. 25, 1856, 
Executive Correspondence, Kansas Historical Society • Facts about Col. Harvey's 
horse~thefts are scattered throughout vol. 3, Part I, of the Report on KaDIIUI'
Claims. 

69. C. F. Gilman to Col. A. G. Boone, of Westport, Council Grove, Sept. 16, 
1856. Executive Correspondence, Kanas Historical Society. 

70. "Randolph" to the N. Y. Times, Lawrence, Sept. 10, 1856. 
71. These documents will be found in the Report of the Secretary of War for 

1856, and in KG"stU HisloriaU Society ColleeIUnu, vol. 4, PP. 522-527. 
72. For the Hickory Point fight, see report of Capt. T. J. Wood, lit U. S. 

Cavalry, to Lieut.-Col. P. St. G. Cooke, Sept. 16, 1856, in Report of the Secretary 
of War, pp. 123-126: Andreas, pp. 149 and 501-502: Speer's La"" pp. 123-124: 
MS. Journal of Samuel J. Reader, of Topeka, Kansas; Gibon, P.140et seq.: Gov. 
Geary to Secretary Marcy, Lecompton, Sept. 16, 1856, KGfUISI HisloriaU SocWl, 
CoUeetions, vol. 4, p. 535 et seq.; Holloway, pp. 401-402: Report on KaD88s 
Claims, vol. 3. Part I, pp. 287-289. 

73. Lieut.-Col. Cooke to Major F. J. Porter, Lecompton, Sept. 13, 1856, in 
report of Secretary of War for 1856, pp. Jl3-114. 

740 Ibid., pp. 121-122, Lieut.-Col. Cooke to, Major F. J. Porter, Sept. 16,1856-
75. Original in Kanas Historical Society. 
76. Statement of Major James Burnett Abbott to F. G. Adams, AbbQtt Papers, 

Kanas Historical Society: Capt. Joseph Cracklin in Lawrence DGily TribIAN, 
April 18, 1881: John Speer, Lawrence JoumtU, Jan. 22, 1880; Robinson, KG ..... 
CtmJIiet, pp. 324-328: Nathaniel Parker, in H1tJII JDIII'fIlIl qJ 1~-'. Dec. 
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90. Dated Lecompton, March 12, IS57: lee K4f11tJ1 H~ Soeidy CoUu-
Iitms, vol. 4, p. 739. . 

91. Report of Commissioners of Kansas Territory, July, IS57, in Report of 
Committees, 36th Congress, 2d session, vol. 3, Part I, p. 92. 

92. See, for example, speech of Gerrit Smith at Bdalo, July 10, IS56, in Lib
"GIor, vol. 26, p. 125. 

93. For instance, the Weston, Platte Co., Mo., RefXlrler (pro-slavery), on April 
21,1856, said: "Experience has shown that moat of the emigrants from slave 
states have become free state men in Kansas." It was stated in a debate before 
the Georgia Legislature in 1856 that out of 8g men transported from Tennes
see to Kansas, 80 proved false and voted against the South. See Newark, Georgia, 
Mercury, March 3, 1856. See also Fleming's 'Buford Expedition,' A,,""," 
H"~ RettiIntJ, October, 1900, p. 48. 

CHAPTER VIII 

NEW FRIENDS FOR OLD VISIONS 

I. For the story of Tabor, see &1'1, Settlcmm4 aM Grt1fl1l1 oj WulmJ 1t1f11G, 
by Rev. John Todd, Des Moines, 1906, which contains his reminiscences; &leo, 
Jolm Brovm Among 1M Quams, by Irving B. Richman, Des Moines, 1894, pp. 
15-18. 

2. Todd's &1'1, Settlement oj WulmJ 1t1f111J, pp. 121-122. 
3- Both Mr. White's letter and that of Mr. Webster are in the Kansas Historical 

Society. 
4- Statement of Salmon Brown for the author. 
5. Watson Brown to his mother, brothers and sisters, St. Charles, Iowa, October 

30, 1856. - Original in Kansas Historical Society. 
6. F. B. Sanborn, Boston. January 5. 1857, to Thomas Wentworth HiggilllOll. 

-Original in Higginson Collection, Boston Public Library. 
7. WUltam Lloyd Garmon, by his Children, vol. 3, pp. 487-488. 
S. LiJe aflll COTTUpondence oj TModore PIJTker, by John Weiss, New York, 1864, 

vol. 2, p. 161. 
9. Report of the Mason Investigating Committee of the United States Senate, 

36th Congress, 1st IJeBllion, p. 227. Washington, June, 1860. 
10. LiJe aflll Public Service oj George LMtiu:r Stearns, by Frank Preston Stearna, 

Philadelphia, 1907, pp. 133-134. 
II. LiJe oj Amos A. UVJf'e1IU, by his son, William Lawrence, Boston, 1888, 

P·124· 
12. Ibid., p. 125. 
13. A Yankl'.e in Caruula, by Henry D. Thoreau, Boston, IS66, pp. 156-157: 

also in Thoreau's Miscellanies, Boston, 1893, pp. 202-203. 
14. LiJe oj George Lu,her StelJrns, p. 132. 
15. Letter of George L. Stearns, Chairman of State Committee, January 8, 

ISS7. - Copy of original in possession of the Stearns family. 
16. George L. Stearns to John Brown, April 15, 1857, in Mason Report, p. 

229· 
17. Letter of G. L. Stearns to H. B. Hurd, Boston, September 30, IS56, ia 

Sanborn, p. 368. 
IS. Mason Report, pp. 247-24S. 
19. Sanborn, p. 348. 
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47. John Brown to his wife, Spriagfield, Mareh 31, 1857. - Oriainal in poe-. 
.Ion of Mrs. Ellen Brown FabUnger. . 

48. See Blair's testimony for the story of the pikes, in Mason Report, pp. 121-
129. The originals of Blair's letters to John Brown are to be found in the Kanau 
Historical Society. 

49. This account of Brown's relatione with Forbes is draWD from Sanbom, 
Hinton, Redpath; the testimonies of Wil8On, Seward, Howe and Realf before the 
Mason Committee; the reports of Joeeph Bryant to John Brown, now in theKan
aaa Historical Society; the N. Y. Trihfltl; and from Forbes's own story in the 
N. Y. HmJl4 of October 27,1859; lee alao John Brown's letter, Cleveland, Ohio, 
June 22, 1857, to H. Forbes, demanding repayment of the 1600, - origiDal iD 
Dreer Collection, Pennsylvania Historical Society. 

50. Gerrit Smith to Thaddeus Hyatt, Peterboro, July 25,1857. - 0ri&iDa1 iD 
Hyatt Papers, Kanaaa Historical Society. 

51. Ja80n Brown to John Brown, Akron, Ohio, April 3, 1857. -OrigiDal in 
poeaeaaion of Mias Sarah BroWD. 

52- John Brown to Eli Thayer, Springfield; Ma •• , April 16, 1857. - Original 
in poIIeII8ion of W. K. Bixby, St. Louis. See alao letter to his brother, Jeremiah 
Brown, Weat Newton, Mass., April 15, 1857. - Original in poeaeuion of Mrs. S. 
L. Clark. 

530 Statement of Mrs. Thomas RIIB8eIl, Jamaica Plain, Ma •• , January II, 1908, 
to MiBB K. Mayo. 

540 Original in poaaeB8ion of Stearna family. 
55. The complete correspondence relating to this matter is to be found in the 

Stearne Papers, in poeaeuion of the Stearns family, and in the Kanaaa Historical 
Society. 

56. John BroWD to G. L. Stearns, Albany, April 28, 1857.-Original ia 
La"brary of Congress. 

57. Sanborn, p. 406• 
58. John Brown to G. L. Stearns, Verpnnea, Vt.;May 13, 1857. - Original ia 

poeaeaaion of the Stearns family. 
59. MalOn Report, p. 220. There waa a real Nelaon Hawkine, a brother-in-law 

of Mrs. Jason Brown. 
60. John Brown, Jr., to John Brown, Lindenville, Ohio, April 23, 1857.

Original in poaseaaion of Mi. Thompson. 
61. G. L. Stearns to Mrs. Abby Hopper Gibbons, Boston, May 18, 1857.

Original in Steams Papers. 
62. Testimony of G. L. Stearns, Mason Report, pp. 227~28. 
63. John Brown to F. B. Sanborn, Tabor, August 13, 1857, Sanborn, PP.412-

4140 
64- John Brown to His Wale and ChUdren, Hudaon, Ohio, May 27, 1857.-

Original in poBBeB8ion of Mrs. Ellen Brown FabUnger. 
65. Mason Report, p. 221. 
66. From a copy in the Stearns Papers. 
67. Ibid. 
68. See letter of Caleb Calkins, Peterboro, June 20, 1857, - original in poIRIo 

sion of Mi .. Brown; John BroWD's MlffUWllrul.m-BtHli, Boston Public Library. 
69. Letter of Leonard Bacon to Governor Wise, New Haven, November 14> 

1859.-Original in Dreer Collection. Mr. Bacon erroneously places the date cf 
tbe celebration in July, 1857. It actually took place June 24,1857. 

70. Tabor, July 6,1857; from copy in the poBSeaaion of the Stearns famBy. 
. 71. Brown to Sanborn, Tabor. August 13, 1857. Sanborn, pp. 412-4140 
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NOTES 

III Ihe IflStl"eclitm at HGI'/IIf". P"", Annapolis; 1860, p. 1 et IC!Q. (published by 
the Maryland Legislature), hereinafter referred to as Document Y. 

18. Dr. Starry's testimony in full is given in the Mason Report. 
19. Report of Col. John Thomas Gibson, comInanding the 55th Regiment 

Virginia Militia, Harper's Ferry, October 18, 1859, to Governor Wise, Document 
No. I, Virginia State Papers, pp. 61-62: speech of Governor Wise in Richmond, 
October 21, N. Y. Herald, October 26, 1859: also statement of Mr. Cleo. 
Moore to the author, January, 1908. 

20. Report of Col. Gibson: article entitled 'The Jefferson Guards,' Vir,;_ 
Prell Press, October 27, 1859. 

21. Statement of W. W. Throckmorton, clerk of the Wager House, N. Y. 
Herald, October 24, 1859: testimony of Col. Washington, Mason Report, p. 40: 
statements of J. T. Allstadt, Kearneysville, April IS, 1909, and of Miss Annie 
Miller, Charlestown, March 20, 1908, both to K. Mayo. 

22. Testimony of Terence Byrne, Mason Report, pp. 13-21: Ctmlessitnl 01 
John E. Cook. 

23. See testimony of Armistead Ball, Lil', TrW OM Ctmfliclitm 01 Coptai" John 
Brovm, p. 73: testimony of Joseph A. Brewer [Brua), ibid., p. 75: testimony of 
Reason Cross, ibid., p. 76: testimony of John P. Da[i)ngerfield, ibid., p. 79. . 

24. Charlestown VirginitJ Fr" Press, October 27 and November 3, 1859: 
testimony of Benjamin T. Bell, Lil" TrW OM Euculitm 01 Coptain John Brtlfllfl, 
P·74· 

25. Col. Gibson's Report: Col. Baylor's Report, Document No. I, pp. 63-64: 
'The Jefferson Guards,' VirginitJ Fr,. Press, October 27, 1859. 

26. Statement of Col. Richard B. Washington, Charlestown, March 26, 1908, 
to K. Mayo: A.nnals 01 Horp,,'s FIn7, p. 34: statement of Patrick Higgins to the 
author. The shooting of Newby has been ascribed to other handa, though aU 
narratives agtee as to the place whence the shot came. 

27. Statement of Patrick Higgins to the author, January, 1908: this incident 
was reported in the Frederick, Md., Herald, cited in the Liberator, November II, 
1859: see also Richmond Des/1GlCh, October 25, 1859. 

28. Cross's testimony, Life, TrW OM Ezecuti.on 01 Coptain John BrtlflJ1l, p. 76. 
29. For the mission and the wounding of Stevens and of Watson Brown, see 

testimony of A. M. Kitzmiller, Lile, TrW OM Eucutilm 01 Coptain Job Brtlfllfl, 
p. 75: testimony of James Beller, ibid., p. 75: of John P. Daingerfield, ibid., p. 79: 
and of Major Mills, ibid., p. 80: also letter of George Sennott, Stevens's counae(, 
in the N. Y. Tribune, November 29, 1859. 

30. Testimony of Joseph A. Brewer [Brual, Life, TrW OM Eze&1IHtm 01 Cop- • 
tatn John B,_, p. 75. 

31. Schoppert's affidavit is in the possession of Mr. Braxton Davenport Gibson, 
of Charlestown, who vouches for his father's, Colonel Gibson's, endorsement of 
Schoppert's statement: for the riddling of LeeInan's body, see Baltimore S ... 
October 19, 1859: also statement of Mr. E. B. Chambers, Harper's Ferry, March 
24, 1908, to K. Mayo: also statement of eye-witness in the Frederick, Md., Herald, 
quoted in the Liberator of Nov. II, 1859: for Leeman's attempt to escape, and his 
movements precedent thereto, see A.nnals 01 Horp,,'s F"", by Joseph Barry (. 
later edition), Martinsburg, W. Va., 1872. 

32. Statement of John Brown, Charlestown ltulependenl Democrat, November 
22, 1859: letter of 'An Observer,' Shepherdstown, Va., keisler, October 29-
1859; statement of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Burton, Charlestown, April 14, 1909, to 
K. Mayo. 

33. George W. Turner was graduated from West Point, July I, 1831, becoming 
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a leCOod lieutenant iD the 1st Artillery. He reaigoed June 30, 1836~ and became a 
farmer in Rippon, Jefferaon County. Hie aiater loet her realOn on hearing of her 
brother's death, and died lOOn after of shock and grief. 

Mo J. G. Rosengarten, • John Brown's Raid,' AIlG,"" MtmIIrly, June, 186s. 
35. Statement of John Thomas Al1stadt, April 15, 1909, to K. Mayo. 
36. Letter of Miu Christine Fouke, Harper's Ferry, November 27,1859, to the 

St. Louis R,publica" of December 2, 1859. 
37. N. Y. TrilJu"" October 29, 1859; for a more detaUed report of Mr. Hunter's 

teatimony,see N. Y.Herald, October 31,1859; VirgiaiG F,eePrus, October 27,1859-
38. Annals of Harper's Ferry, p. 25; see also N. Y. Herald, October 19,1859. 
39. John E. P. Daingerfield,' John Brown at.Harper's Ferry,' Cent.,y, June, 

1885, p. 267. 
40. Statement of~Capt. Ephraim G. Alburtis, N. Y. Herald, October 24, 1859; 

telegram of W. P. Smith to L. M. Cole. Harper'. Ferry, October 18, Docu
ment Y, p. 17; telegram of same to J. W. Garrett, Monocacy, October 18, ibid., 
p. 23; Alexander R. Boteler, 'Recollections of the John Brown Raid,' C"""'Y, 
July, 1883, p. 407; report of Col. Baylor; Baltimore D,s/HJkh of October 18, 
quoted in N. Y. TrilJu", of October 19, 1859. 

41. Statement of W. S. Downer, N. Y. Herald, October 24,1859. 
42. Report of Col. Robert E. Lee, as printed in Muon Report, p. 40; Reports 

of Cols. GiblOn and Baylor. 
43. For the .tory of the fight at the Rifle Works, see Mason Report, p. 27; Mr. 

Boteler's narrative in hi. C""." article above cited; Copeland's account of the 
whole affair is given in bis letter of December 10, 1859, to Addison W. Halbert, 
- original in Department of Archives and History, Richmond, Virginia; N. Y. 
Tri1nme, October 19, 1859; narrative of D. H. Strother, HGr"r's Weekly, Novem
ber 5,1859. 

440 Testimony of Lind F. Currie, Mason Report, pp. 54-59; CtmJ,sWm oj Jola. 
E. Cooll. Cf. 'Owen Brown's Escape from Harper's Ferry,' by Ralph Keeler, 
AIlaUe Mtmllal" March, 1874-

45. Boteler's narrative; affidavit of G. A. Schoppert. 
46. For John Brown'. proposal and Col. Baylor's reply, see the official report 

of the latter. 
47. Capt. Sinn's narrative is found in his testimony at Brown'. trial, for the 

"manly and truthful" character of which;1ohn Brown afterward thanked him. 
See N. Y. Triln4"" October 31, 1859. 

48. Statement of Col. Washington, LtJ" TrilU G1I4 ~ uf CGptAi" Jolla 
B,,,,.,., p. 40. 

49. Statement of John Thomas Allstadt, April 15, 1909. Testimonies conflict 
as to the bour of Oliver Brown's death, lOme averrinr that he died within fifteen 
minutes after sustaining his mortal wound. 

SO. JohnE. P. Daingerfield, Ce1Ilu", June, 1885; statement of John Brown, N. Y. 
Herald, October 22, 1859; letter of Edwin Coppoc, November 22, 1859, quoted 
by Hinton, p. 488; letter of John Brown to wife and children, Charlestown, 311t 
Oct. 1859,- original in possession of Miss Brown. 

51. Document Y, p. 10. 
52. Ibid., p. 14. 
53. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart, as quoted by John Eaten Cook iD the St. Joseph, Mo., 

HmMtJ, September 2, 1879; Col. Lee's official report to the Adjutant-General, 
Mason Report, p. 41. 

54- Given in Lt/, _ UIIIr, 0/ RD""'~ 1M, SoltlW Gad Mo, by the Rev. 
J. WUliam Jones, New York, 1906, p. lOS. 
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55. From Stuart'. letter to bit mother, Fort Riley, January, 1860, pvea ia 
LiJ. aM CamfNJiCflS oj J. E. B. S4".", by H. B. McClellaa, BoatoD, 188s. pp. 28-
30 • 

56. Col. Lee's Report. 
57. See speech of Gov. Wiee, Richmond, October 21, 1859. 
58. Statement of Col. and Mra. John A. Tompkins, Baltimore, Feb. 240 1908, 

to K. Mayo. Mrs. Tompkins is a daughter of Col. Shriver. 
59. Letter of o. Jennings Wiee to Col. J. T. Gibeon, Richmond, June 5, 

1860. - Original in poeaeasion of Mr. Braxton Daveoport Gibson, Charlestown, 
W.Va. 

60. Affidavit of G. A. Schoppert. 
61. Israel Green entered the Marine Corps of the United States Navy with the 

rank of second lieutenant on March 3, 1847, and waa diamiaaed May 18, 1861, be
cause he resigned to go South. Although a Vermonter, he joined the Confederate 
Marine Corps with the rank of major and adjutant, on its organization, March 
16, 1861, serving throughout the war in that position. He died in Mitchell, South 
Dakota, on May 26, 1909, in his 86th year. 

62. .. Major Russell had been requested by the Secretary of the Navy to acc0m

pany the marines, but, being a paymaster, could exercise no command; yet it 
was his corps." - Letter of Lieut. J. E. B. Stuart to his mother, Fort Riley, JaD. 
1860 • 

.. Major Russell was a charming and cultivated man of great coolness, and then 
about thirty-five years old. He jumped through the door with Green, unarmed, 
carrying in his hand only a little rattan switch." - Statement of Col. John A. 
Tompkins, Baltimore, Feb. 24, 1908, to K. Mayo • 

.. Major Russell, of marines, headed them in person, unarmed. I never .w 80 

thrilling a scene." - W. P. Smith (Master of Transportation, B. and O. Railroad) 
to J. W. Garrett, Harper's Ferry, Oct. 18, 1859, Document y, p. 21. 

Major W. W. Ruaaell became second lieutenant of Marines, April 5, 1&t3, 
first lieutenant, Nov. 18, 1847, and later paymaster with rank of major. Hedied 
Oct. 31, 1862. 

63. Quoted by Governor Wise in his speech at Richmond, October 21, 1859-
64. 'The Capture of John Brown,' by Israel Green, Norlll AmerieG. R.W., 

Dec. 1885, pp. 564-569. 
65. Ibid., p. 566: John E. P. Daingerfield, in the C".,.", June, 1885: • John 

Brown's Raid,' narrative of master armorer Ben. Mills, Louisville CtIfIfW-J..",." 
July 9, 1881: statement of John Thomas Allatadt. 

66. Colonel Lee's Report; Col. Lee's despatch to the Secretary of War, Docu
ment Y, p. 22; N. Y. H.,tIltl, October 21, 1859. 

67. Letter of C. W. Tay1eure to John Brown, Jr., June 15, 1879, • cop)' d. 
which is in the Maryland Historical Society's Library. 

68. Governor Wise, speech of October 21, 1859. 
69. Baltimore Ammean, quoted in N. Y. Tn"'", October 22, 1859-
70. N. Y. H.,tIltl, October 21, 1859. 
71. N. Y. H.,tIltl, November I, 1859. 
72. The Court of Enquiry met June 4, at Charlestown. See entry of June 28, 

1860, Executive Journal, Library of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 1Uda
mond. The Court remained in aeaaion six days. See also CbarIeatown 1...,...., 
DfIffIOCrtll, June 19, 1860; the Vtr,t.iG Pr .. Pru" June 21, 1860, giftS • fuJI 
account of the proceedings. 

73. O. Jennings Wiee to Col. J. T. Gibson, Richmond, June 5, 1860.-0rfaIaaI 
. in possession of Mr. Braxton Davenport Gibson. 
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74- Shepherdstown, Va.,IU,uw, October 29,1889. 
75. Message of Gov. Wiae to the Virginia Legialature, December 5, 18590Dacu-

ment No. I, December, 1859, Journal of the Houae of Delegatee. 
76. Lif, of Hen" A. Wu., by Barton H. Wiae, New York, 1899,pp. a'f4-'¥17· 
77. Ibid., p. 278 •. 
78. Ibid., p. 283. . 

CHAPTER XIII 

GUILTY BBFORE THE LAW 

I. For the movementaof the troope on the 18th, lee Col. Lee's o6iciaI report of 
October 19; Lieutenant Stuart's letter to his mother, Fort Riley, Jan. 1860; Col. 
R. W. Baylor's official report. HmWl, Oct. 19, 1859; testimony of John C. UnaeId, 
Muon Report, pp. 7-12. 

2. Gov. WaietoJ. W.Garrett, Washington, 2OthOct.,Document Y,pp.28-29; 
W. P. Smith to J. T. Crow, Baltimore, Oct. 25, ibid., p. 31; W. P. Smith to A. 
Hunter, Baltimore, October 25, ibid., pp. 31-32; W. P. Smith to Gov. Wiae, Balti
more, Oct. 25, ibid., pp. 32-33; testimony of Andrew Hunter, Muon Report, po 65-

3. Richmond Duf»lc/l, Nov. 27, 18» 
4- CtmfuWns of JolJ. B. Cool; 'Owen Brown's Escape from Harper's Ferry,' 

by Ralph Keeler: Notes of conversation with C. P. Tid~, by T. W. HiginIoa, 
Feb. 10,1860. - original in Higginson Collection. BOlton Public Library. 

5. Notes of conversation with C. P. Tidd. by T. W. Higginson. Feb. 10, 1860; 
testimony of Colonel Washington. Muon Report. p. 39; lee also testimony of 
John P. Da[iJnger6eld, Lif" TriM Grul C~, p. 79, and testimony of John 
H. Allatadt, ibid., pp. 73-74. 

6. Testimony of Colonel Washington, Muon Report, pp. 39""40: epeech of 
Gov. Wise of Oct. 19, 1859. 

7. Testimony of John H. AUatadt, Muon Report. pp. 42-44: V.". .. ". 
Prus, Nov. 3, 1859. 

8. N. Y. Herald, Oct. 26, 1859. 
9. N. Y. Herald, Oct. 19,1859. The man belonged to Mr. AIlItadt. - state

ment of John Thomas Allatadt of April IS. 1909. to K. Mayo. 
10. AllGntic MtnIIIIl" June, 1865. 
II. Official Report of Colonel Lee: N. Y. TribtmI. October 20: N. Y. HmrI4, 

October 21, 1859. 
12. Speech of Gov. Wiae of October 19, 1859; Andrew Hunter, in New 0rIeane 

T."",-Demoertd. Sept. 5, 1887; N. Y. Htraltl, Oct. 20, 1859: Redpath, ppo 286-
287· 

13. Official report of Col. Baylor. 
14- Official reports of Col. Lee and of Col. Baylor; letter of Lieut. J. E. ~. 

Stuart to his mother, Fort Riley, Jan. 1860. 
15. The adventures of the five refugees will be found in 'Owen Brown's Escape 

from Harper's Ferry,' by Ralph Keeler: CtmfuWns of Jolla B. Cool; Notes of 
conversation with C. P. Tidd, by T. W. Higginson, Feb. 10, 1860, in Higginson 
CoUection; O. P. Anderson, A VoiufrOfllHGrper's F"". Important letters re
lating to the escape of the nrvivora, and the efforts aet on foot by J. Miller Mc
Kim. William W. Rutherford, of Harrisburg, Redpath -and others, to aid their 
flight. are to be found in the J. M. McKim Correspondence, Cornell University 
Library. . 

16. N. Y. HINU. Oct. 20. 1859-
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17. N. Y. H"aI4, Oct. 19, 1859. 
18. Cleveland W.al,lAotHr, Oct. 26, 18Sf. 
19. Oct. 20, 1859. 
20. Oct. 22, 1859. 

, 21. Oct. 22, 1859. 
22. Oct. 22, 18S9. 
23. LUJe,-aIor, October 21, 1859. 
240 Cited in the N. Y • ...tuft,,, flu WuInI, Oct. 23,1859. 
25. Mo.ryIMul. Tlul HulDry 0/ a PGlGH1i4H, by William HIUld Browae. BOItOa, 

1904, pp. 349-35 I. 
26. Greeley to Schuyler CoUax, Li/, 01 Sea,,,,, Col/as. by O. J. Hollilter, New 

York, 1886, p. ISO. 
27. Chapter CCVIII SS2 of Code of Virginia, publiahed in 1849 PUl'lluant to 

aa Act of the General Auembly of Virginia, pueed August IS, 1847. 
28. See Meseage of Governor Wise to the House of Delegates, Dec. 1859, D0c

ument No. I. Caleb Cushing, speaking in the Union Meeting in Faneuil HaD. 
Boston, Dec. 8, 1859, mentioned a decision once handed down by himself that the 
anenal of Harper's Ferry was in the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States; 
but, continuing, he abowed that John Brown, besides those offences done within the 
armory grounds, committed in the excluaive juriadiction of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, burglary, robbery, incitement to sedition, treason and murder. Re
ported in the New York Herald, Dec. 9, 1859. 

29. Original in poaaeaaion of Mr. Edwin Tatham. 
30. Letter of Andrew Hunter to Governor Wise, Charlestown, Nov. 2, 1859, 

-Original in Department of Archives and History, Richmond. 
31. N. Y. TriInuw, Nov. 10, 18S9. 
32. Quoted by Andrew Hunter in a letter to Governor Wise, Winchester, Dec. 

IS, 18S9. - Original in the poaaeaaion of Mr. Edwin Tatham. 
33. Original in the poaaesaion of Mr. Edwin Tatham. 
34. Correspondence from Richmond of Dec. 8, in N. Y. HIIf'Gltl, Dec. II, 

18S9. 
35. Richmond Enquirer, Feb. 7, 1860. 
36. Judge Richard Parker died in Winchester, Va., Nov. 10, 18g3, in hie eighty. 

fourth year. He was a eon of Judge Richard E. Parker, of the Virginia Court 
of Appeala, and graduated in law at the University of Virginia. In 1849 he was 
Representative in the 34th Congress, and in 18S1 became Circuit Court Judge. 
During the II reconstruction," he was forced to retire from the bench by the miIi· 
tary authorities, and then opened a law school in Winchester. Until a few yean 
before his death he was in active practice, and was always One of the leading 
lawyers of the State. 

37. Lydia Maria Child to Governor Wise, Wayland, Oct. 26, 1859, in Corn
,~ ~ L1fliG MaNG Child, GOfJ. Wire aM Mr,. MGIOn D/ Virginia, 
New York, 1860 (pamphlet), pp. 1-2; LeUer, of L1fli4 Maria CIftItl, BoItoD, 
1883, p. 104. 

38. Ibid., pp. 4-6; ibid., p. 106. 
39. Nov. 17, 1859. 
40. N. Y. Tn"'"" Oct. 31,1859. 
41. Quoted in the LUJeralor, Nov. 40 1859-
42. Letter of Gov. Wile to the Philadelphia Pm'" quoted ill the LtbIIwIor, 

Sept. 26, 1856. 
43. St. Louie Glolw-DIIMCrGI, April 8, 1888. 
44. Mason Report, p. 187. 
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45. Li/,. TrW aM Ctmfliditna. p. 95: lee aIeo letter of Judge RuueU aiped 

"T •• " Boston TrGlltllUr. Nov. 5. 1859. 
46. D. W. Voorhees. United States Senate. Jan. 7. 1889. to Mils FloreDCe 

Hunter. - Original in posaesaion of Mils Hunter, Charlestown, W. Va. . 
47. The entire proceedings of the Court of Examination and of the Circuit 

Court in the trial of Brown. with testimony, speeches and rulings, are best re
ported in the New York Herald. The story of the trial here given has been drawn 
from the pamphlet Lif,. TrW 11M &,ctUton of Cllptain John Brovm, New York. 
1859. and from a careful comparison of the accounts of the Tribune, H,rald. Lib
eralqr and other contemporary papen. Northern and Southern. after an exami
nation of the official minutes of the trial, at Charlestown. Gen. Marcus J. 
Wright's two magazine articles. The Trial of John B,ovm, Us I",partiality 11M 
Decoru", Vindi.t;/JIed, Southern Historical Society Papen, vol. 16, 357-366, and 
The Trial 11M ~ of JoAn Brovm, American Historical Aaaoclation Papers, 
vol. 4, pp. 437-452, have also been examined. 

48. Charles James Faulkner to M. W. Clusby, BoydviUe, Nov. 5, 1859, quoted 
from Washington Slalu 11M Union, by Richmond EfllJ.Uver, Nov. 25, 1859. 

49. Lawson Botta was a son of Gen. Thomas H. Botts, of Virginia, grandson 
of Benjamin Botts, counsel for Aaron Burr, and was, on his mother's side, of the 
family of General Washington. In the Confederate army he was quickly pr0-

moted for distinguished gallantry, and held the rank of Colonel of the Secoad 
Virginia Regiment, when mortally wounded on the field, Aug. 28, 1862. Thomas 
C. Green served as a private in his friend's command. After the war he returned 
to his profession, was appointed to the bench in 1875, and served as judge in the 
West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals until 1889, in which year he died. 

SO. For the above quotation and account of the despatch of Hoyt to Charles
town, Iee.Hinton's John Br",.,. 11M His Mm, pp. 365-366. 

51. Andrew Hunter to Governor Wise, Calendar of Virginia State Papers, vol. 
II, p. 87. 

52. Hinton, p. 366. 
53. Letter of Andrew Hunter to Henry A. Wiae, Charlestown, Nov. 8, 18590 -

Original in the possession of Mr. Edwin Tatham. A man of fine natural parts and 
of a classical training, Charles Harding was now a physical wreck. At the out

.break of the war, however, he shouldered a musket and, despite his yean, went 
into the Confederate ranb, serving with devotion. Left unrelieved on outpoet 
pard all one stormy winter night, by oversight, he died the next day from 
pneumonia. 

54. Statement of Mr. Cleon Moore, Charlestown, April IS, 1909, to K. Mayo. 
55. Letter of D. W. Voorhees to Miss Florence Hunter, Jan. 7, 1889. Andrew 

Hunter was born in Berkeley County, Virginia, March 22, 1804, graduated at 
Hampden-Sidney College in 1822, and soon began the practice of law in Harper's 
Ferry, removing to Charlestown in 1825. He served in the Legislature of Virginia 
before and during the Civil War. His Charlestown home was destroyed by his 
cousin, Gen. David Hunter, of the Union Army, in 1864. He died in Charlestown, 
November, 22, 1888. 

56. Andrew Hunter to Gov. Wiae. Charlestown, Oct. 22. - Original in Execu
tive Papers, Department of Archives and Hi;story, Richmond, Va. 

57. N. Y. Herald, October 28, 1859. 
58. Order Book No. 12, p. 428. Court Recorda of Jefferson County. CharJa.. 

town. W. Va. 
59. N. Y. HertIU, October 26. 1859-

I 60. Ibid. 
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61. For the arrest of Cook, iee circulDlt:antialietten dated CbambenbUfL PL, 
Oct. 26 and Oct. 29, in the N. Y. TriM., .. of Oct. 29 and Nov ... 1859. 

62. LSje, Tri4l IIU~, pp. 59-61; N. Y. H.",u, Oct. 30,1859. 
63. N. Y. TriM., .. , Oct. 28, 1859. 
6+ N. Y. Herald, Oct. 27,1859. 
65. Common Law Orden No.6, p. 281, Court RecorcJ. of Jeffenoa County. 
66. N. Y. Herald, Oct. 28, 1859; Lifl, Tri4lGnd ~, p. 68. 
67. N. Y. Tribuu, Nov. 5, 1859. 
68. Common Law Orders No.6, p. 283, Court RecorcJ. of Jefferson County. 
69. Redpath'. Jolin Brtlftnl, p. 325. 
70. N. Y. Herald, Oct. 29, 1859. 
7.1. N. Y. Herald, Nov. I, 1859: see alllO Richmond DISfJ/JIdI, Nov. I, 1859. 
72. N. Y. Tribuu, Oct. 29, 1859. 
73. Letter of Wendell Phillips to T. W. Higgill8On, Oct. 26, 18S9,-origiaal 

ill Higginson Collection: of George Sennott to Thaddeus Hyatt, Boston, Dec. 
31, 1859,-original in possession of Dr. Thaddeus Hyatt, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
testimony of John A. Andrew and of Samuel Chilton, Mason Report, pp. 186-
188 and 137-140: Washington SI4r, Nov. 2, 1859. On Nov. 2, Samuel E. Sewall, 
Dr. Howe, Ralph Waldo Emerson and T. W. Higginson sent out a printed circular 
appealing for contributions for the defence of Brown and hi. companions, and 
offering to act as a committee to receive and apply them. OriJinais of the circu
lar are preserved in the McKim and the Higginson Collections. 

7+ Brown's letters to Judges Tilden and Russell were identical. The first will 
be found in the N. Y. Tribuu, Oct. 29. The original of the second is in the KanllU 
Historical Society. Judge Tilden'. reply, dated Cleveland, Oct. 27, stating that 
he was himself unable to serve, but that he wa. sending Messrs. Griswold and 
(Albert Gallatin] Riddle, is in the possession of Miss Brown. Mr. Riddle decided, 
however, because of reluctance to appear with Griswold, not to undertake the 
~. For this in after years he expressed lasting regret. See PerstmGl ReeoIIedioaJ 
of WGr Times, by Albert Gallatin Riddle, New York, 18950 p. 3. 

75. N. Y. Herald, Nov. 21, 1859. William Green, of Richmond, a distinguished 
member of the Virginia bar, was employed to assist Mr. Chilton in presenti ... 
Brown'. case to the Court of Appeals. Mr. Green's copy of the brief to the Court 
of Appeals, with his manuscript summary, in his own hand, of the finding of the 
fun bench, is in possession of Miss Sarah Brown. 

76. Letter of Andrew Hunter, Charlestown, Oct. 25, 1859, to Gov. W"ue. 
Calendar of Virginia State Papers, vol. II, p. 87. 

77 •• John Brown'. Raid,' by Andrew Hunter, New Orleans Timu-DIfrItIaGI, 
Sept. 5, 1887. 

7S. Letter of George H. Hoyt, Charlestown, Oct. 30, IS59, to J. W. Le Barnes. 
- Original in Hinton Papers, Kansas Historical Society. 

79. Letter of John Brown to his brother Jeremiah, Charlestown, Nov. 12, IS590 
7"1N JoAn Brovm /nfJGsUm, Boston, 1860, p. 49. 

80. In St. Louis Globe-DemocrtU, April 8, 1888. 
81 ... His brief speech at Gettysburg will not easily be surpaaed by words on 

any recorded occasion. This and one other American speech, that of John Brown 
to the court that tried him, and a part of Kossuth's speech at Birmingham, call 
only be compared with each other, and with no fourth," - said Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, at the funeral services for Abraham Liacoln. held in Concord, April 19, 
1865· 

"I'm so sorry not to exult with you with joy unuttelable OWl' Brown's perfect 
words.. Hila anything like it been said in this land or age, 110 1wIIN, fIIiH, ~ 
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aU round. Slavery & Freedom brought face to face standing opposite; the one all 
one black wrong, the other white as an angel," wrote W. H. Furness to J. M. 
McKim, Nov. 3, 1859.-0riginal in J. M. McKim Papen, Cornell University 
Library. 

82. N. Y. Herald, Nov. 3, 1859. 
83. Judge Parker in the St. Louis GIDN-D""ocrGl, April 8, 1888. .. Sentence 

was pronounced and was received in perfect .leRCe, except a slight demonstra
tion of applause from one excited man, whom the Judge instantly ordered into 
cuatody. It illustrates the character lof the people, that several officials and 
memben of the bar hastened to inform us that this man was not a citizen of the 
county." - Letter of Judge Thomas RuaaeD, from Charlestown, in Boston TrOll
.u.r, Nov. 5, 1859. 

84- Doc. No. XXXI, of the Virginia General Alaembly;]anuary 26,1860. 
85. Quoted in the LibertJlDr, Nov. II, 1859-
86. Quoted in the LtberGIor, Nov. 18, 1859. 
87. Quoted in the LiberGlor, Nov. 4, 1859. 
88. LiberGIM, Oct. 28, 1859. 
89- Berryville, Va., ClISru Jnl'fUll, Nov. II, 1859-
90. Quoted in the Natiorwl A"U-SlIJrJery SI4IfdIml, Nov. 26, 1859. 
91. Original in Dreer Collection. 
92. Original in Dreer Collection. 
93. Original in the Massachusetts Historical Society. Among those who wrote 

to Gov. Wise in behalf of clemency was a certain EDwood Fisher, who feared that if 
the "obscure whites and negroes" in captivity after Brown's death were hanpd, 
it would be a waiver by Virginia of her" imputations" against the real olfenden. 
the anti-slavery and Black Republican party of the North. - Richmond, Dec. 14. 
1859. -Original in Department of Archives and History, Richmond. 

94- Document No. I, Dec. 1859, Journal of the House of Delegatee. 
95. N. Y. Herald, Oct. 28, 1859; UI', Trial aM &It;tUw., p.64. 
96. N. Y. Herald, Oct. 28, 1859. 
97. Original in the posaeaaion of Mr. Edwin Tatham. 
98. See the Governor's autograph endorsement on the above. 
99. Original in the posseasion of Mr. Edwin Tatham. 
100 ... Blair thinks a demonstration of Brown's insanity might please Wile. He 

.ys he has seen something in the Richmond BfltJNirer - probably the st. [state
ment) he exhibited to Andrew - which loob like aD invitation." Hoyt to I.e 
Barnes, Washington, Nov. 14, 1859. - Original in Kansas Historical Society • 
.. Mr. Hoyt ••• is now in the city for the purpose of getting affidavits of the 
acquaintances of Brown as to his sanity. A large number of affidavits have been 
prepared at Akron, Hudson, Cleveland, etc., and they are made by men of the 
first respectability, who have known Brown for maay yean intimately; there is 
no difference of opinion among them as to the monomania of Brown upon the 
subject of slavery." Cleveland (Daily) lAtuUr. Nov. 18, 1859. The originals of all 
the affidavits are in the posaeseion of Mr. Edwin Tatham. Hoyt submitted the 
affidavits, accompanied by a letter to Gov. Wile written in Chilton's name. For 
thil1etter, lee LiberGIM, Dec. 2, 1859; for a letter by Chilton, denying any hand 
in the matter and stating his position concerning it, lee NIIIitJrIGl Ifllelli, ... , 
Dec. 130 1859. 
. 101. New York oS'aQ-WedI, TrlhtN, May 27, 188+ 
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CHAPTER XIV 

BY MAN SHALL ms BLOOD BE SHED 

I. T. W. Higginson, CMtwf1Il YuImlGYI, pp. 147-159. 
2. Letter of J. W. Le Barnes to R. J. Hinton. See Hinton', Joll. B,.".,. GfUI 

His Men, p. 366. Hoyt's original sketch of the jail, showing arrangement of cells 
and stations of guards, as drawn for and remitted to the New England confeder
ates, is now in the Hinton Papers, Kansas Historical Society. 

3. S. C. Pomeroy in the CMisu" Cyao""", March 31, 1887. 
4- Statement of Mrs. Rusaell, Jamaica Plain, Maaa., Jan. n, 1908, to K. 

Mayo. 
S. Letter of T. W. Higginson, Worcester, Nov. 4, 1859, to the family of JOM 

Brown at North Elba.-Original in poIIIIeI8ion of Miss Brown. 
6. Ibid. 
7. Original in Hinton Papers, Kansas Historical Society; see also letter 01 

George H. Hoyt, undated, to II Mr. Tomlinson." -Original in J. M. McKim Papers, 
Cornell University Library. 

S. Chllrful YUIlrdaYI, pp. 226-228. 
9. J. M. McKim, Philadelphia, Nov. 8, ISS9, to T. W. HigginsoD.-OrigiDaI 

in Higginson Collection, Boston Public Library. J. M. McKim's correspondence 
relating to Mrs. Brown's movements during the month of November ie preserved 
in the Cornell University Library; see also Lil' tm4 Letur, 01 PIIIr 4U StI.fG1I 
Laky, edited by Mary Lesley Ames, New York, 1909, pp. 377-380. 

10. Telegram of George Sennott, received in Won:eater, Nov. 5, to T. W. Hig
ginson. -Original in Higginson Collection. 

II. J. M. McKim to T. W. Higginson, Nov. 8, ISS9,-original in Higginson 
Collection; see also letter of T. W. Higginson to J. M. McKim, Worcester, Nov. 5, 
ISS9,-original in Cornell University Library. 

12. Copied in letter of S. C. Howe to T. W. Higginson, Nov. 9, ISS9,-ori
ginal in Higginson Collection; letter of T. W. HigginsontoJ. M. McKim, Worca
ter, Nov. JO, 18S9,-original in Cornell University Library. 

13. Lil, 01 G. L. SIItmu, by F. P. Stearns, p. IS7. 
14. Reminiscences of James Hanway, Topeka Commtmfl1ltJll1J, Jan. 31, IS78. 

This is erroneous as to dates, but is otherwise vouched for byR. J. HintOD, 
who engineered the Kansas effort to rescue Stevens and Hazlett. S. C. Adair. 
nephew of John Brown, confirms the story concerning Mary Partridge, in his 
statement of Oct. 2, 1908, to the author. 

IS. Memorandum of T. W. Higginson attached to Le Barnes's letter of Nov. 15. 
1859, to Higginson. - Original in Higginson Collection. 

16. Cheerlul YUIlrdaYI, p. 166. 
17. Le Barnes to T. W. Higginson, Nov. 14 and 15, ISS9. -Original in Hie

ginson Collection. 
18. Cheerful Y"IIrdaYI, p. 165. 
19. Lysander Spooner to T. W. Higginson, Nov. 20, ISS9.-Original in Hig

ginson Collection. 
20. Le Barnes to Higginson, Nov. 22, 1859. -Original in Higginson C0llec-

tion. 
21. Ibid. 
22. Ibid. 
23. Ibid. 
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NOTES 649 
24. Le Barnes, Nov. 27, from New York, to Higginson.-OrigiDal in Higgin-

IOn Collection. 
25. Ibid. 
26. Ibid. 
27. Ibid. 
28. Sanborn to Higginaon, Nov. 28, 1859.-Original in Higginson Collec

tion. 
29. Message of Wille to Legislature of Virginia, Dec. 5, 1859. 
30. The character of these letters is well summarized in the report of the Joint 

Committee of the Legislature of Virginia, Jan. 26, 1860. Many of them have 
been reprinted in the Richmond Times of Dec. 22, 1901, and in the Virgi_ 
MGfaine oj Hislory (lful Biogr4/,hy, April, 1902, to July, 1903. Those cited here 
are to be found therein, &ave the one (rom Lewisburg, which is in the posaession 
of Braxton Davenport Gibson, of Charlestown, West Virginia. 

31. Webb Scrap-Book, vol. 17, p. 157, Kaaaas Historical Society; see alao N. Y. 
HertJld, Dec. 4 and 17, 1859. 

32. Richmond DesfHUch, Nov. 24, 1859. 
33. See ' John Brown's Raid,' by Andrew Hunter, New OrIeani Times-DemocrtJI, 

Sept. 5, 1887· 
J4. See Document Y, pp. 31-38• 
35. Original in possession of Mr. Edwin Tatham. 
36. Richmond EfUJ.Ui,er, Nov. 21 and 25,1859. 
37. Richmond DesfHJlch, Nov. 15, 1859. For Hoyt's own account of his expul

sion, see his letter to the N. Y. Trilnme o( Nov. 17, 1859. Sennott, however, in a 
letter signed as " Counsel for Brown and A. D. Stevens, It in the Philadelphia P'IJSS 
of Nov. 16, 1859, denied that Brown'. counsel was advised to leave Charlestown. 

38. Statement of Cleon Moore, a member of the Charlestown militia company, 
Charlestown, March 20, 1908, to the author. 

39. Ibid., and Charlestown despatch in Baltimore American of Nov. 22, 1859. 
40. Printed in the Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, May, 

1907· 
41. Harper's Ferry, Nov. 19, I 859.-OrigiDalsof both in Mr. Edwin Tatham's 

collection. 
42. Document Y, pp. 41-50. , 
43. 'John Brown's Raid,' by Andrew Hunter, New Orleana Times-DemtK.rtJt, 

Sept. 5, 1887· 
44. Gov. Wille'S copy of original order of Nov. 24, 18sq, in Department of 

Archives and History, Richmond. 
45. Document No. I, p. 51. 
46. Ibid., pp. 52-60. 
47. Document Y, p. 62. 
48. Mr. Hunter, in New Orleans Times-DemtK.rtJt, Sept. 5,1887. 
49. Document Y, p. 62. 
SO. See, for example, quotation from Charlestown Si'iril oj Jefferson, in Rich

mond EfUJ.Ui,er of Dec. 13, 1859, and the EfUJ."irer's editorial of that date; Balti
more E%duJngeof Dec. 9; also LiJe oJ HenryA. Wise, by Barton H. Wise, p. 255. 
Later, in a speech at the State Whig ConventioR of 1860,John Minor Botts ridi
culed Gov. Wise and his "men in buckram," calling him the "unepauletted hero 
of the Osawatomie war." "Whatever John Brown left undone against the peace 

. aDd prosperity of Virginia," declared Mr. Botts, "has been most effectually car-
ried out by his executor, the late Governor of Virginia." From FtnI' YtiJrS U,.., 

··11",11 RDberI; by Major Robert Stiles, New York, 1904, p. 32. 
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51. Document No. XXXI, Virginia State Papers, p. 6. 
52. lAfe of H",,, A. Wire, by Barton H. Wille, pp. 263~ 
53. Ibid., p. 405. ' 
54- Major-Gen. William B. Taliaferro to Governor Wile, Charlestown, Dfc:. 

2, 1859. -Original in po88eII8ion of Mr. Edwin Tatham. 
55. Jolla B't1fIJ1I's &~, Reviewed in a Letter from Rev. Theodore 

Parker, at Rome, to Francis Jackson, Boston. Boston, 1860 (pamphlet), p. 7. 
56. Higginson to Sanborn, Won:est:er, Feb. 3, 1860.-Original in HigginIoR 

Collection, Boston Public Library. Thia letter never was Bent. 
57. Lif, au Tima Df P,etlerid DtNf/lIu, by Himself, p. 343 et aeq. and p. 358; 

eee also Douglaee'sIleH-jultification in his paper, the NorIII SItJr, of Nov. 40 1859-
58. Sanborn, ~ Df S,.., Yaws, vol. I, pp. 188 and 200. 
590 Original in Higginson Collection. 
60. Sanborn, ~ of S,""" Y.", vol. I, p. 188. 
61. J. A. Andrew to G. L. Stearns, Oct. 21, 18S9.-0riginal in G. L. Stearna 

Papers. 
62. Lif, of G,org, L. SIetJnu, by F. P. Stearns, pp. 188 and 198. 
63. John A. Andrew to Hon. William Pitt Fessenden, Boston, Dec. 12, 18590 -

Original in po8IIC!tIIion of the author. 
6+ See N. Y. Trilnlu, Nov. 16, 1859. 
65. RMollecUom of SINftl, Years, pp. 228-230; Bee also Sanborn's Lif • .." 

LeUers of JoA'II B't1fIJ1I, pp. 438 and 447. 
66. See a first draft of a letter dated Nov. IS, 1859, now in the Higginson Col

lection, for an emphatic statement of Mr. Higginson's feeling at that time abom 
Dr. Howe's conduct. 

67. See letter of HigginllOll to Sanborn, Won:ester, Nov. IS, 1859; also letter 
of Sanborn to Higgin80n, Concord, Nov. 17, 1859.-Both originals in Higgiuon 
Collection. 

68. S. G. Howe to T. W. HiggiJllon, Boston, Feb. 16, 1860. - Original in HigiD-
80n Collection. 

69. Ibid. 
70. See F. B. Sanborn's letter to the N. Y. EwrH,., PHI, dated March IS, 1878, 

quoted in Ruollecliom of SINftl, YIM'S, p. 230. 
71. F. B. Sanborn to T. W. Higginson, Concord, Nov. 17, 1859.-0rigiaal ill 

Higginson Collection. 
72. A first draft of this letter is also in the Higgineon Collection. 
73. Sanborn, ReuIleditnu of Snem, Yaws, p. 250. For the original of the 

letter here cited, see F. B. Sanborn to T. W. Higginson, Concord, Nov. 190 1859, 
in Higginson Collection. In Rl&olkditnu of SeH1IIy YIM'S, Mr. Sanborn recounts 
circumstantially his experiences in this connection. Other related IIlatter wiU be 
found in the Higginson Collection, and also in Mr. Sanborn', letters to Charles 
Sumner in the month of April, 1860. - Originals in Sumner Correapondeoce. 
Library of Harvard University. 

74- Sanborn, RlColleditmS, pp. 206-207. 
75. See letter of G. L. Stearns to S. G. Howe, Philadelphia, Feb. 27, 1860.-

Original in G. L. Stearns Papers. 
76. Ibid. 
77. Mason Report, p. 242. 
78. Frothingham's Germ S .. II (auppreaaed edition), p. 244. 
79. See letter of Sanborn to HiggilUlOn of Nov. 17, 1859.-0riginaI ia ~ 

ginson CoDection. Cf. Recolleetilnu of S."." Years, p. 196: eee also Sanbom', 
LiftandLtllersofJoAaB, .. ,p.438,udFrothinBbam',Gmils.i4.pp.~ 
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So. Testimony of John Brown, Jr., taken before a United States Commissioner 
in the case of Gerrit Smith N. the (Chicago) TNlnI,.. Company, at Sandusky, 
Ohio, July 19, 1867, - Mr. Horace White's copy of this, in the 'handwriting of 
the stenographer who took the notes, is in the author's posseasion; Sanborn's 
RIeoIk&,iom, pp. 196-197. 

8[. Frothingham', GerrN Smith (suppreaaed edition), p. 249. 
82. Gerrit Smith's Manifesto, ibid., pp. 253-255. 
83. Ibid.,p.241. The editor of the Chicago Tribuuin [867, Mr. Horace Wbite, 

a man of highest integrity and judicial temperament, when his paper was sued for 
libel by Gerrit Smith for asserting that the latter feigned in_nity in order to es
cape the consequences of the raid, made an investigation of his own, taking the 
testimony of John Brown, Jr., and Frederick Douglass, and became fully convinced 
that the assertion was true. The Tribu,.. retracted ita charge, but Mr. White 
remains of the IllUDe opinion. 

84- Origioal in poIIIIe&Sion of Miss Brown. 
WeD might the words written by another anti-slavery worker, when confined in 

a Southern prison for attacking slavery, have been penned of John Brown at tbia 
time: 

.. High waUs and huge the BODY may confine, 
And iron gates obstruct the prisoner's gaze, 
And massive bolta may baffte his design, 
And vigilant keepers watch his devious ways; 
Yet acorns the immortal MIND this base control I 
No chains can bind it, and no cell enclose: 
Swifter than light, it flies from pole to pole, 
And, in a ftaah, from earth to heaven it goes!" 

From a sonnet, 'Freedom of the Mind,' by William Lloyd Garrison. - LSI. fI/ 
WiUiam Lloyd GGrrison, vol. I, p. 179. 

85. CoL William Fellows, a jail guard, in N. Y. Su, Feb. 13, 1898. 
86. n.. JoII,. Brtlflm l,.fItJrioa, pp. 47-48. 
87. Original in Dreer Collection. 
88. John Brown to "Wife & Children,.", Otte," Charlestown, Nov. 8,1859.

Original in poIIIIe&Sion of Mrs. Clara Endicott Debuchy, Boston, Mass. 
89. From copy in poueaaion of Miss Brown. 
90. From the original in the poueaaion of Theodore Parker Adams, Plymouth, 

Mass. 
9[. John Brown to Rev. Luther Humphrey. - Original ill possession of Measra. 

D. R. and William G. Taylor, Cleveland, Ohio. 
92. Original in Higginson Collection. 
93. N. Y. TAbu,.., Nov. 5, 1859. 
C)4. N. Y. Herald, Oct. 31, 1859. 
95. From MS. of the late Rev. George V. Leech, who was present at this iD-

terview.- Original in poaaesaion of Mrs. George V. Leech, Washington D. C. 
96. Letter of Nov. 23,1859; Redpath's Lile, p. 359. 
97. See issue of r.ufJnIdetU DemoCY4I of Nov. 22, 1859. 
98. Statement of Mrs. Russell, Jan. II, 1908, to K. Mayo. 
99. See letter of Thomas Russell to C. A. Foster, Plymouth, Mass.-Original 

ill Hinton Papers, Kansu Hiatorical Society; Mr. Phillips's speech will be found 
ia the N. Y. Herald of Dec. 16, 1859. 

100. T. W. Higginson to the family at North Elba, Worcester, Nov. 4, 1859. -
Origiaal in poIIIe8Iion of Miss Brown. 

[01. Mrs. Spring', MS. aarrative iI in the polmlion of the author. 
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102. Statement of E. A. Brackett to K. Mayo, Winchester, Jan. 13, 1908; for 
Hoyt'8 letter, and a Liberator editorial, relating to this bust, lee the LiberGlor, 
Jan. 6, 1860. . 

103. See letter of M. B. Lowry in the Trwe AmetiaJn, Nov. 26, 1859: A TriInIte 
of GratUude 10 the Hon. M. B. LurDrY, Philadelphia, 1869 (pamphlet), p. 31; let
ter of Gov. Wise to B. F. Sloan, Richmond, Dec. 10, 1859, -original in Dreer 
Collection; letter of M. B. Mrs. John Brown, Erie, Pa., Dec. 1859, 

in possession 
S. C. Pomeroy', CArisM" Cynosure 31, 1887. 

105. Richmond Enquirer, 1859, quoting COIJTellpt.nd.eD.ce of Baltimore 
Allllerican; John Brown, Pate. 

Telegram of Col. Wise, Nov. 19, 
of Mr. Edwin Tatham; HlTald, Nov. 22, 23 

tine, Nov. 30; Richmond Enquirer, Nov. 25 and 29, 1859, citing correspondence 
of Baltimore American. 

107. The Two Rebellitms, or Treason U"mtUW, by a Virginian, Richmond, 
1865, p. 97· 

loS. Richmond Daily Despatch, Nov. 24, 1859. II A member of a volunteer 
company who visited Old Brown BOme days ago, was put under arrest and sent 
home under an escort for having observed to Brown that he would like to have 

pleasure of putting a neck." - N. Y. 1859. 
See Cooper Union Wendell Phillips, HeroJd, 

1859· 
Henry A. Wise, by WIse, pp. 249-250. 
Mason Report, pp. 67-6tt MS. copy of the 

CoUection, bears the following endoraement in Gov. 
prepared from a promise made to me after a statement made 
Gent. William C. Scott of Powhatan. H. A. WISB." 

Dreer 

112. J. M. McKim to T. W. Higginson, Philadelphia, Nov. 8 and II, 1859,
original in Higginson Collection; T. W. HigginBOn to Mrs. John Brown, Worces
ter, Nov. 13, 1859, - original in possession of Miss Brown; J. M. McKim 
to John Brown, Philadelphia, Nov. 22, 1859, - original in possession of Miss 
Brown. 

Mary D. Brown Wise, Philadelphia. ::11. 1859,-
in Dreer CoU~:ti(m: McKim to T. W. HigginllOn, Philadelphia, 

23, 1859, - original Hil!!:giI01lO'n Coll~ion. 
The originals of both Gov. Wise to Mrs. Dreer 

Collection. 
See draft of telegram Wise's hand, endoraed '"''''K''''''' of Gen. 

T"li"{PIT,o. Charlestown, Nov. 30, 1859. - Original in Dreer Collec:tion. 
116. Richmond Enquirer, Dec. 6, 1859, citing correspondence of Baltimore 

American. 
JI7. See letter of J. M. McKim, un8igned, dated Nov. 28, in National A,,1i

SlaTJerY Standard, Dec. 3. 1859. 
JI8. For accounts of the meeting, lee N. Y. Tribflne and N. Y. Herald of Dec. 

3 and 5, 1859. 
119. Testimony of Andrew 

Raid,' by Andrew 
will, dated Dec. 2, 

County Court Records. 
Original in the 

Hunter, Mason Report, p. 67; lee alBO • JOhD 
Orleans Times-DtI'fII,()Q'oJ, 5, 1887. 

reo)rdled in Will Book No. Jeffer80D 

Papers, Medford. 
Original in Dreer Collection. 

Dig 



NOTES 653 
122. The passages marked are thus given in the N. Y. Illustrated NIfDI of 

Dec. 10, IB59: 
II Genesis XV, 13, 14: XL, II, 12, 13,55,56,57: L, IS t021. Exodus I, all: 1I,3,4, 11 

to IS; III, 7, 12 to 22: v, 13 to 23: VI, 4 and 5: XV, I to 13: XVIlI, 9 to 11: XXI,S 
to 10, IS, 26 to 34: XXII, 21 to 24: XXIII, I to 9. Leviticus XXIV, 13, IS, IB, 33 
to 37: L'tV, B to 17,35 to 55: XXVI, 13,35,36. Deuteronomy I, 17: X, 17 to 19: 
XV, 12 to 19: XVI, II to 14: XXI, 10 to 14: XXIII, IS to 17: XXIV, 7, 14 to IB,22. 
Job XXIV, 17 to 19: XXIX, 12 to 14: XXXI, 13 to 16, 3B to 40. Proverbs XIV, 20 to 
22,31: XXII, 16,22,23. Ecclesiastes IV, 1,2: III, 16, 17: V, B, 9: VII, 7. Isaiah 
IX, 13 to 17: XXXIII, IS: XLII, 7: XLIX, 24 to 26: LIl, 5: L1V, 14: LXI, 3 to B: LXIV, 
3 to IS: LXI, 1,2. Jeremiah II, B, 34, 35: V, 13, 14,25 to 31: VI, 13 to 17; VII, I 
to 9: VIlI, 10 to 12; IX, I to 10, 23, 24: XII, I to 4. Matthew V, 16 to 44: VII, 
16 to 19: IX, 13; XII, 7: XXIII, 14,23,29 to 35: XXV, 44 to 46. Revelations XVlJI, 
13." This Bible, originally presented to John H. Blessing, of Charlestown, is now 
in the possession of Mr. Frank G. Logan, of Chicago. 

123. The original of this letter, with its enclosures, is in the Dreer Collection. 1 
124. Col. William Fellows, in N. Y. S." of Feb. 13, IB9B. ' 
125. N. Y. T,;buJUJ and N. Y. Herald, Dec. 3, IB59: Dr. Starry's' Recollectiona,' 

in Semi-Weekly TNbuJUJ, May 27, IB84. 
126. Col. William Fellows, in N. Y. S." of Feb. 13, 189B. 
127. Original in possession of Mr. Frank G. Logan, of Chicago. 
12B. General Turner Ashby was born in Rose Hill, Fauquier County, Virginia, 

in IB24. A planter and a local politician, at the outbreak of the war he raised a 
regiment, the Seventh Virginia Cavalry, and became its lieutenant-colonel. He 
was killed in action near Harrisburg, Virginia, June 6, IB62. 

129. See Richmond Enquirer, Nov. 29, 1B59. 
130. See letter of J. M. McKim to Mrs. John Brown, Philadelphia, Dec. 2, 

1860.-0riginal in possession of Miss Brown. 
131. Statement of Mr. Cleon Moore, Charlestown, March 20, 19OB, to K. 

Mayo: N. Y. Herald and N. Y. Trib.ne, Dec. 3, 1859. 
132. Memoirs of SttmeVltlll Ja.t;uon, by his widow, Mary Anna Jackson, Louis

ville, 1895, p. 131. 
133. For Col. Preston's detailed account of the execution, dated Charlestown 

Dec. 2, IB59, see Life and Lellersof Margaret J."ki" PreSion, by Elizabeth Preston 
Allan, Boston, 1903, pp. 111-117: see also Gen. T. J. Jackson's narrative, in the 
volume cited above: Murat Halstead's recollections were published in the Inde
~" Dec. I, IB9B: Mr. Andrew Hunter's article in the New Orleans Times
Demoaal is important here. The author has also consulted, among other sources, 
aside from local and metropolitan press accounts, the Military Order-Book of the 
John Brown Raid, Department of Archives, Richmond; Doc. No. XXVlll, Vir
ginia State Papers; military orders in the possession of Mr. Braxton Davenport 
Gibson, of Charlestown: the affidavit of John Avis (see Appendix), in possession 
of Rev. Dr. Abner Hopkins, of Charlestown: and the statements of Col. Chew, 
Mr. Cleon Moore and Mr. L. P. Starry, Charlestown, March, 1908, of Mr. 
Charles P. Conklyn, Charlestown, April 9, 1909, of Mayor Philip A. Welford, 
Richmond, April 21,1909, and of Mr. Jacob Tutwiler, Harper's Ferry, April 14, 
1909, all eye-witnesses of the execution, all to K. Mayo. 

134. N. Y. Herald, Dec. 3, IB59. 
135. Life of Joh" A. AndI'_, by HelU')' Greenleaf Pearson, Boston, I~ 

vol. I, p. 100. 
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CHAPTER XV 

YET SHALL BE LIVE 

I. A Memoir of Hector T~, Philadelphia, 1882, p. 8; tetter of Major T. J. 
Jackson to his wife, Charlestown, Dec. 2, 1859, cited in Memoirs of SIinUfINIIl 
Jaelmm. 

2. Order of Gen. William B. Taliaferro to Andrew E. Kennedy, N. Y. Herol4. 
Dec. 5. 1859; Order No. 55, Special Order-Book of the John Brown Raid, Depart
ment of Archives and History, Richmond. 

3. N. Y. HertJltl, Dec. 6, 1859; see also letter of Alfred M. Barbour, Superin
tendent of the arsenal, to J. Miller McKim, Harper's Ferry, Dec. 8, 1859.
original in J. M. McKim CoUection, Cornell University. 

4. Thomas Featherstonhaugh, • Burial of John Brown's FoUowers,' NIfII E.,. 
laM MogaMne, April, Igol. 

5. Broadside announcement, dated Ravenna, Friday morning, Dec. 2,1859, in 
Department of Archives and History, Richmond, Va. 

6. See A Tribule of Respee' CommemortJIiw of ,he Worth ISM SGaifi,u of Job 
BrDflm of Os:so'll14lomte, Oeveland, 1859, a pamphlet containing an account of the 
Cleveland meeting. , 

7. His'oriazl Addreu delivered 12th of January, 1908, by Horace Howard 
Furness, Philadelphia, 1908, p. 16; see also Life ISM Leiters of Peter ISM SIUGII 
Luley, p. 379. 

8. LibertJlor, Dec. 9, 1859. 
9. N. Y. HertJltl, Dec. 5, 1859: LiberGtor, Dec. 9, 1859. Less than two months 

later, at another meeting, Mr. Garrison said: "The sympathy and admiration 
, now so widely felt for him Uohn Brown) prove how marvelous has been the change 

effected in public opinion during thirty years of moral agitation - a change 10 

great, indeed, that whereas, ten years since, there were thousands who could not 
endure my lightest word of rebuke to the South, they can now easily swallow 
John Brown whole, and his rifle into the bargain. In firing his gun, he has merely 
told us what time of day it is. It is high noon, thank Godl" - LibertJlor, Feb. 3. 
1860. 

10. HertJltl, Nov. 20, 1859: LiberGtor, Nov. 25, 1859; 1M Job BrDflm IfIfJtJSift. 
pp. g6-no. 

II. Horace Howard Furnesll, Historieal Address of Jan. 12, 1908, p. 18. 
12. N. Y. HertJltl, Dec. 5, 1859 . 

. 13. This story of the trip to North Elba with the body is drawn from the N. Y. 
HertJltl, Dec. sand 6; The John BrDflm Inrxuion, PP.7o-79: and the letter of D. 
Turner to Dr. Joshua Young, Salem, Jan. 29, 1899, - original in possession of 
Dr. Young's family, Winchester, Mass. 

14. N. Y. Tribune, Dec. 12, 1859; The John BrDflm IfIf1tUitm, pp. 72-79: 'The 
Funeral of John Brown,' by Rev. Joshua Young, Nt:fI1 Englatul MlS,aMne, Apn1, 
Igo4· 

15. N. Y. HertJltl, Dec. 1859. 
16. Boston Courter Report of the Union Meeting in Faneuil Hall, Thunday. 

Dec. 8, 1859; Boston. 1859 (pamphlet). ' 
17. N. Y. HertJltl, Dec. 20. 1859. 
18. Rise OM Progress of ,he Blood, OtdbreGi til BtIf'{Jer', F",.., published 

by the New York Democratic Vigilant Association, New York, 1859 (pam
phlet), P.4. 
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,... 19. Cabot'. EffWltm. p. 597; Lil, oJ H"", W. Ltm,lellwl, by Samuel Long
feUow, vol. 2. p. 347. 

20. Lecture delivered in Worcester, M ..... Dec. 12. reported in Ashtabula. 
Ohio, Sea"Ml. Dec. 15. 1859. 

21. Letter from Theodore Parker at Rome to Francis Jackson. Boston, Nov. 
240 1859; John W. Chadwick's T1Ie"u" PM_, Boston, 1900, p. 366. 

22. Letter of Dec. 4, 1859, to Dr. Henry Drisler, Lil' au I.ellerl 01 FrtmeU 
IMber, edited by Thomas S. Perry, Boston. 1882, pp. 307-308. 

23. As reported at the time by Dr. Wilder; lee Topeka, Kansas, Ca~, October, 
25.1908· 

24. New York Herald. Feb. 28,1860. 
25. Workl 01 William H. SlflJ4rtl, Boston, 1884, vol. 4, p. 636. 
26. CMluuritmal Globe, 36th Congress, lat aeaaion, vol. SO, pp. 553-'554. 
27. Ibid., p. 61. . 
28. Delivered Jan. 24. 1860. Cited in Pleaaant A. StovaU's Robm TOOIIW, 

New York, 1892. pp. 169-174. 
29. N. Y. Herald. Dec. 10, 1859. 
30. LibertJlor, Dec. 16, 1859: 

. 31. N. Y. Herald, Dec. 15, 1859. 
32. Doc. No. XXXI; report of the Joint Committee of the General ABlembly 

of Virginia on the Harper's Ferry Outrages, Jan. 26, 1860. 
33. Virginia State Papers, Doc. No. Lvm. 
34- LibertJlor, Dec. 16, 1859. 
35. Benjamin F. Shambaugh, MUlag" MId ProclamatiOfll of ,he Gt1f1Ir1IDr, oJ 

ItIfII4, Iowa City, 1903. vol. 2, pp. 240-241; for the Minority Protest, lee Senate 
and House Journal of the 8th General Assembly of Iowa. 

36. Quoted in the Li6crtJlor. Dec. 16, 1859. 
37. Richmond EnqrMer, Jan. 17, 1860. 
38. Nov. 28, 1859. 
39. Dec. 2. 1859. 
40. Weekl), PorltJg, Sea"Ml, Dec. 7,1859. 

I 41. Dec. 3 and 7. 1859. 
42. Joh" Brt1fl1fl, par Victor Hugo, Paris, 1861. '. 
43. Hon. Daniel W. Voorhees •••• S~h tlcliwr_ til CluJrIuIftm, Vir,..."" 

NUll. 8, z859 •••• Tallahassee, Fla. 1860 (pamphlet). 
44. N. Y. Herald. Dec. 16, 1859. 
45. The Coppoc letter is in the N. Y. TI"ibImI of Dec. 12, 1859. See also letter 

of Thomas Winn, Springdale, Iowa, 1st mo. 13, 1860. to Mary A. Brown,
original in posaesaion of Miss Brown; statement of Mrs. Annie Brown Adams, 
Petrolia, Oct. 2 and 3, 1908. 

46. Charles Lenhart, an Iowan, a printer by trade, had led a company of four
teen men in numerous attacb upon the Border Ruffians, making a name for him
elf as a Free State leader aecond only to thoae of Capt. Montgomery and John 
Brown. He easily found employment in a printing-oftice in Charlestown, and, 
professing profound hatred for all Abolitionists, was readily enlisted as a guard. 
He remained in Charlestown until after the execution of Stevena and Hazlett, 
when he returned to Kanau. He died in March, 1863. when a first lieutenant 
in Col. WiUiam A. Phillipa's Third Regiment of the Indian Brigade. See letter 
to Leavenworth, Kanau, COfIII1IIIIIItw, May. 1863, by Richard J. Hinton; alIo 
Hinton's Joha Brt1fl1fl, PP.396-"397. 

47. Confession of Cook and Coppoc on the morning of their execution, Hinton, 
pp. 402-403; lee alIo N. Y. Tribtmc, Dec. 17, 1859. 
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48. Richman's IDA. B,tIVI1J, P.49. 
49. Confession of Cook and Coppoc. 
SO. Statement of Annie Brown Adams, Petrolia, Oct. 2, 1908; an important 

letter in the extradition proceedings in the cue of Hazlett is in the J. MiUer 
McKim Collection, Cornell University Library, signed "C" and dated Carliale, 
Nov. I, 1859; see also IDA. BrtlVl1J's RaUl, a pamphlet byW. J. Shearer.compn. 
log a lecture delivered Jan. 17, 1905, at Carlisle, Pa. 

51. MS. narrative of Jennie Dunbar Garcelon, October, 1908, in poaession of 
the author; Miss Dunbar's letter to Redpath, Cherry Valley, Ohio, May 7,1860, 
- copy in possession of the author; Mrs. Spring's MS. narrative, in possession of 
the author; see also MS. material in the Kansas Historical Society. 

52. Hinton to Higginson, Dec. 13, 1859. - Original in Higginson Collection. 
53. T. W. Higginson to his wife, Feb. 17, 1860.-0riginal in Higginson Col. 

Iection. 
54. Le Barnes to Higginson. Boston, Jan. II. 1860. -Original in Higginson 

Collection. 
55. See Reminiacences of James Hanway in Topeka ComfllOfJfl1etJltl, Jan. 31, 

1878, in Hinton Papers, Kansas Historical Society. and Hinton's letter of April 
29, 1894, appended thereto; see also Hinton's IoA" B,tntm, p. 521. 

56. James Montgomery (Henry Martin) to T. W. Higginson (Rev. Theo. 
Brown), - original in T. W. Higginson Collection; KG .. u Hukn'iall SocWI7 
CoUectiMu, vol. 8, p. 2I5. . 

57. T. W. Higginson, CMerful YulMdGy., p. 230; letter of Annie Brown. North 
Elba, Jan. II, 1860, to T. W. Higginson.-Original in Higginson Collection. 

58. W. W. Thayer. Indianapolis. Nov. IS, 1894, to R. J. Hinton, - original in 
Hinton Papers, Kansas Historical Society; see also interview of Thayer in Weekly 
IfIIlwu SIGle Iowf'1lGl, Indianapolis, Aug. 23, 1893; also KG".u Hukn'iall Soriety 
CDllecIion., vol. 8, p. 215, and Hinton, p. 526, and Hinton Collections. 

59. T. W. Higginson's pencilled memorandum of conversation with C. P. Tidd. 
Feb. 10, 1860, and letter of C. P. Tidd to T. W. Higginson, Jan. 20, 1860.
Originals in Higginson Collection. 

60. For the negotiations with the Germans, see Hinton Papers, in Kansas 
Historical Society, published in vol. 8 of the Collecliofl6; also letter of Hinton to 
Higginson, Feb. 18, 1860, in Higginson Collection; Hinton's IoA. B,tntm, p. 525. 

61. Higginson in Worcester to Le Barnes in New York, Feb. IS and 16, 1860. 
- Original in Hinton Papers, Kansas Historical Society; Hinton, p. 525. 

62. O. E. Morse •• Attempted Rescue of John Brown,' in KG .. u HUIDriul 
Society CoUeaiMu, vol. 8. p. 215. Like Hanway, CoL D. R. Anthony, J. A. Pike 
and others. Mr. Morse proves the fallibility of the human mind by insisting that 
the Kansans under Montgomery went East to rescue John Brown, not Stevena 
and Hazlett. The weight of evidence is clearly on the other side, because of R. J. 
Hinton's denial of Hanway's statement, and the contemporary letters written by 
Col. Higginson from Harrisburg to his wife. the preservation of which was a most 
,-aluable service to history on CoL Higginson's part. The testimony of W. W. 
Thayer is also on the side of the later expedition. Curiously enough. J. W. 
Le Barnes, who, with Hinton and Montgomery, had more to do with the eflorta 
to save Stevens and Hazlett than anyone else, and many of whose contemporary 
letters telling of the plot are preserved. assured Hinton on June 30, 11194. "I 
never knew anything about the Stevens and Hazlett plan. II Thee lapses of 
memory will suggest to the reader the difficulty of reconciling the recollectiona of 
men contemporary with Brown which has repeatedly confronted the writer. 

63. KG .. u HUlorical Society CfIlIuHfms. vol. 8, pp. 215-216. 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



NOTES 657 
64- See ori;inal telegram in HigginlOn Collection. 
65. See original telegram in Higginaon Collection. 
66. Kansas HisItmeDl Society CoUeaUnu, vol. 8, pp. 216, 219, 222, 225. 
67. Hinton, p. 524: T. W. HigginlOn, Clleerjw Yesler.", p. 232. 
68. Origiual memorandum in Higginaon Collection. 
69. T. W. Higginaon to his wife, Feb. 17, 1860.-Original in Higginaon Col· 

lection. 
70. T. W. Higginaon to J. W. LeBarues, Feb. 17, 1860.-0riginal in Hinton 

Papers. Kansas Historical Society. 
71. T. W. Higginaon to his wife, Harrisburg, Feb. 19, 1860. -Original in Higgin. 

BOn Collection. 
72. T. W. Higginaon, Clleerjw Yesler.", p. 233: Hinton, pp. 501-502: O. E. 

Morae, in Kansas HisItmeDl Soeidy ColkctStms, vol. 8, p. 218. 
73. Hinton, p. 524. 
74. John Letcher to Andrew Hunter, Richmond, Va., Jan. 26, 1860.-0rigiual 

in Department of Archives and History, Richmond. 
75. Clleerjw YeslmlG", p. 234: W. W. Thayer, in Indianapolis, Ind., S"* 

JOfImGl, Aug. 23, 1893. 
76. Thayer, as above. 
77. Kansa, HultJriaJl Soeidy Colleeliotu, vol. 8, p. 220: Clleerjw Yesler.", 

p. 231: R. J. Hinton, TIle RebellfPlGliots oj Mu,ouri au Kansas, Chicago, 1865, 
pp.65~· 

78. Clleerjw Yesler.", p. 234-
79. Hinton, Jol". B,ovm au Hu Men, p. 526: Hazlett to Mn. Rebecca Spring, 

March IS, 1860.-0riginal in possession of the author. 
So. Aside from that in correlated biographies and in the contemporary pretl8, 

interesting material regarding the Hyatt case will be found in the Ietten of John 
A. Andrew, Horace Greeley, G. L. Steams, S. E. Sello"all and othen, to Charles 
Sumner, in the Sumner Correspondence, Library of Harvard Univenity: see aleo 
the letter and scrap.book of Thaddeus Hyatt, kept during his impriaonment and 
now in posseBBion of his IOn, Dr. Thaddeus Hyatt, of Brooklyn. 

81. June 22,1860. 
82. An admirable outline of the contest for the Speakenhip is to be found in 

Rhodes, vol. 2, pp. 418-426. 
83. CoavessiontJl Globe, 36th Congress, lit session, vol. 50, pp. 29-30. 
84- Ibid., p. 124. 
85. Quoted in the Liberator, Dec. 23, 1859. On Nov. 20, 1859, the N. Y. 

Herald printed the following from its Richltlond correspondent: "Every seventy· 
five men out of a hundred in this community are in favor of disunion at this 
moment. I have not spoken to a man for four weeks past upon that subject who 
was not ready to take grounds in favor of a Southern confederacy. A hint from 
Governor Wise favoring such a project would be followed by a substantial deela· 
ration in approval of it in Virginia and the whole South." 

86. 'TheJohn Brown Song,' by J.H.Jenkins, N. Y. EwningPosl, Nov. 27,1909. 
87. Johnston and Browne, LiJe oj Ale%Gnder H. Step,"ns, Philadelphia, 1878, 

P·367. 
88. CoavessiontJl Globe, vol. 54, Part I, 36th Congress, 2d eession, p. 12. 
89. George Hoadley to Salmon P. Chase, Cincinnati, Dec. 3, 1859.-Original 

in Salmon P. Chase Correspondence, MSS. Department, Library of Congress. 
90. "L'Assaasinat de Ia ~vrance par Ia Libert6" John Brown, par Victor 

HIlIO. Paris, 1861. p. 5. 
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APPENDIX 

A 

SAJlBO'S MISTAXBS 

11m original document, as written by John Brown. is preserved 
in the Maryland Historical Society and reads thUS: -

CHAP 1ST 

Sambo's Mistakes For the Rams Horn 
Mess Editors Notwithstanding I may have committed a few mis
takes in the coune of a long life like others of my colored brethren 
yet you will perceive at a glance that I have always been remarkable 
for a seasonable discovery of my errors and quick perception of the 
true course. I propose to give you a few illustrations in this and the 
following chapters. For instance when I was a boy I learned to read 
but instead of giving my attention to sacred & profane history by 
which I might have become acquainted with the true character of 
God & of man learned the true coune for individuals, societies. & 
nations to pursue stored my mind with an endless variety of rational 
and practical ideas, profited by the experience of millions of others 
of all ages, fitted myself for the most important stations in life, & 
fortified my mind with the best & wisest resolutions, & noblest sen
timents, & motives, I have spent my whole life devouring silly 
novels & other miserable trash such as most of newspapers of the 
day & other popular writings are filled with, thereby unfitting myself 
for the realities of life & acquiring a taste for nonsense & low wit, 80 
that I have no rellish for sober truth, useful knowledge or practical 
wisdom. By this means I have passed through life without proffit to 
myself or others, a mere blank on which nothing worth peruseing is 
written. But I can see in a twink where I missed it. Another error 
into which I fell in early life was the notion that chewing & smoking 
tobacco would make a man of me but little inferior to some of the 
whites. The money I spent in this way would with the interest of it 
have enabled me to have relieved a great many sufferers supplyed 
me with a well selected interesting library, & pa[i]d for a good farm 
for the support & comfort of myoid age; whereas I have now 
neith[er] books, clothing, the satisfaction of having benefited others 
nor wher to lay my hoary head. But I can see in a moment where I 
missed it. Another of the few errors of my life is that I have joined . 
the Free Masons Odd Fellows Sons of Temperance, & a score of 
other secret societies instead of seeking the company of intelligeat 
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wise & good men from whom I might have learned much that would 
be interesting, instructive, & useful & have in that way squandered 
a great amount of most precious time, & money enough sometimes 
in a single year which if I had then put the same out on interest and 
kept it so would have kept me always above board given me char
acter, & influence amongst men, or have enabled me to pursue some 
respectable calling, so that I might employ others to their benefit & 
improvement, but as it is I have always been poor, in debt, & now 
obliged to travel about in search of employment as a hostler shoe
black & fiddler. But I retain all my quickness of perception I can see 
readily where I missed it. 

CHAP 2D 
Sambos Mistakes. 

Another error of my riper years has been that when any meeting 
of colored people has been called in order to consider of any impor
tant matter of general interest I have been so eager to display my 
spouting talents & so tenacious of some trifling theory or other that 
I have adopted that I have generally lost all sight of the business in 
hand consumed the time disputing about things of no moment & 
thereby defeated entirely many important measures calculated to 
promote the general welfare i but I am happy to say I can see in a 
minute where I missed it. Another small error of my life (for I never 
cOmmitted great blunders) has been that I never would (for the sake 
of union in the furtherance of the most vital interests of our race) 
yield any minor point of difference. In this way I have always had 
to act with but a few, or more frequently alone & could accomplish 
nothing worth living for, but I have one comfort, I can see in a 
minute where I missed it. Another little fault which I have com
mitted is that if in anything another man has failed of coming up to 
my standard, notwithstanding he might possess many of the most 
valuable traits & be most admirably adapted to fill some one impor
tant post, I would reject him entirely, injure his influence, oppose 
his measures, and even glory in his defeats while his intentions were 
good, & his plans well laid. But I have the great satisfaction of being 
able to say without fear of contradiction that I can see "erry puk 
where I missed it. 

Sambos Mistakes. 
CHAP 3D 

Another small mistake which I have made is that I could never 
bring myself to practise any present self denial although my theories 
have been excellent. For instance I have bought expensive gay 
clothing, nice Canes, Watches, Safety Chains, Finger-rings, Breast 
Pins & many other things of a like nature, thinking I might by that 
meaJl8 distinguish myself from the vulgar, as some of the better 
clue of whites do., I have always been of the foremost in getting up 
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'Brown as commander during the full period of time affixed to our 
names respectively: and we severally pledge our word and sacred 
honor to said Commander; and to ~ other, that during the time 
for which we have enlisted we will faithfully and punctually perform 
our duty (in such capacity or place as may be assigned to us by a 
Majority of all the votes of those associated with us or of the Com
panies to which we may belong as the case may be) as a regular vol
unteer force for the maintenance of the rights and liberties of the 
Free State citizens of Kansas: and we further agree that as individ
uals we will conform to the by Laws of this asso&tatitm & that we VJill 
insisl on their regular and punctual enforcemem as a first and last 
duty; and in short that we will observe and maintain a strict an[d] 
thorough military discipline at all times untill our term of service 
expires. 

Names, date of enlistment, and term of service on next Pages. 
Term of service omitted for want of room (principally for the War.) 

2. Names and date of enlistment. 
Aug. 22. Wm. Partridge (imprisoned), John Salathiel, S. Z. Brown, 

John Goodell, L. F. Parsons, N. B. Phelps, Wm. B. Harris. 
Aug. 23. Jason Bro~ (son of commanderj imprisoned.) 
Aug. 24. J. Benjamin (imprisoned) 
Aug. 25. Cyrus Tator, R. Reynolds (imprisoned), Noah Fraze (1st 

Lieut.), Wm. Miller, John P. Glenn, Wm. Quick, M. D. Lane, 
Amos Alderman, August Bondie, Charles Kaiser (murdered Aug. 
30), Freeman Austin (aged 57 years), Samuel Hauser. John W. 

. Foy. Jas. H. Holmes (Capt). 
Aug. 26. Geo. Partridge (killed Aug. 30). Wm. A. Sears. 
Aug. 27. S. H. Wright. 
Aug. 29. B. Darrach (Surgeon). Saml. Farrar • 

. Sept. 8. Timothy Kelley, Jas. Andrews. 
Sept. 9. W. H. Leman, Charles Oliver. D. H. Hurd. 
Sept. IS. Wm. F. Harris. 
Sept. 16. Saml. Geer (Commissary). 

3. Bylaws of the Free-State regular Volunteers of Kansas enlisted 
under the command of J oh". Brown. 

Article 1st. Those who agree to be governed by the following ar
ticles & whose names are appended will be known as the Kansas 
regulars. 

Article 2d. Every officer connected with this organization (except 
the Commander already named) shall be elected by a majority of 
the members if above a Captain; & if a Captain or under a Cap
tain, by a majority of the company to which they belong. 

Article 3d. All vacancies shall be filled by vote of the majority of 
. members: or companies as the case may be: & all members shall 

be alike eligible to the highest office. 
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Article 4th. All trials of officers or of privates for misconduct shall 
be by a jury of Twelve chosen by a majority of members of com
pany or companies as the cue may be. each Company shall try 
its own members. • 

Article 5th. All valuable property taken by honorable warfare 
from the enemy, shall be held as the property of the whole com
pany or companies as the cue may be equally, without distinc
tion; to be used for the common benefit, or be placed in the hands 
of responsible agents for sale: the proceeds to be divided as nearly 
equally amongst the company or companies capturing it as may 
be. except that no person shall be entitled to any dividend from 
property taken * before he entered the service; and any person 
guilty of desertion, or convicted of gross violations of his obliga
tions to those with whom he should act, whether officer or private, 
shall forfeit his interest in all dividends made after such miscon
duct has occurred. 

Article 6th. All property captured shall be delivered to the re
ceiver of the force or company, as the cue may be; whose duty it 
shall be to make a full inventory of the same (assisted by such 
person, or persons as may be chosen for that purpose), a copy of 
which shall be made into the books of this organization and held 
subject to examination by any member, on all suitable occasions. 

Article 7th. The Receiver shall give his receipts in a book for that 
purpose for all moneys & other property of the Regulars placed in 
his hands and keep an inventory of the same and make copy as 
provided in Article VI. 

Article 8th. Captured articles when used for the benefit of the mem
bers shall be receipted for by the Commissary the same as moneyes 
placed in his hands. the receivers to hold said receipts. 

Article 9th. A disorderly retreat shall not be suffered at any time 
and every officer and private, be, and is by this article fully em
powered to prevent the same by force if need be, & any attempt 

, at leaving the ground be and during a fight is hereby declared 
disorderly, unless the consent or direction of the officer then in 
command have authorized the same. 

Article lOth. A disorderly attack or charge shall not be suffered at 
any time. 

Article 11th. When in camp a thorough watch both regular and 
picket shall be maintained both by day and by night, and visitors 
shall not be suffered to pass or repass without leave from the 
Captain of the Guard and under common or ordinary circum
stances it is expected that the Officers will cheerfully share this 
service with the privates for examples sake. 

Article 12th. Keeping up fires or lights after dark, or firing of guns 
pistols or caps, or boisterous talking while in camp shall not be 
allowed except for fires and lights when unavoidable. 
• As far as the word .. taken," the document is written in John Brown's hand, 

as ia Article 23; the remainder is in another chirography. . 
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Article 13th. When in camp neither officers nor privates shall be 
allowed to leave without consent of the Officer then in command. 

Article 14th. All uncivil, ungentlemanly, profane, vulgar talk or 
conversation shall be discountenanced. 

Article 15th. All acts of petty theft needless waste of property of 
the members or of citizens is hereby declared. disorderly, together 

; with all uncivil and unkind treatment of citizens or of prisoners. 
Article 16th. In all cases of capturing property, a sufficient number 
I \ of men shall be detailed to take charge of the same, all others 
I shall keep in their position. . 
Article 17th. It shall at all times be the duty of the Quarter master 

I; to select ground for encampment subject however to the appro-
I' bation of the commanding officer. 

Article 18th. The Commissary shall give receipts in a book for 
'\ that purpose, for all moneys provisions, and stores put into his 

i hands. 
: Article 19th. The Officers of Companies shall see that the arms of 
! the same a,.e in constanl good order and a neglect of this duty shalt 
I be deemed disorderly. 
, Article 20th. No person after having first surrendered himself a 

prisoner shall be put to death or subjected to corporeal punish
I ment, without first having had the benefit of an impartial trial. 
, Article 21St. A wagon master and an assistant shall be chosen for I each. Company whose duty it shall be to take a general oversight 

• aud care of the teams, wagons, harness and all other articles of 
property pertaining thereto: and who shall both be exempt from 
serving on guard. 

Article 22d. The ordinary use, or introduction into the camp of 
\ any intoxicating liquors, as a beverage: is hereby declared. dis-

orderly. 

. , 

Article 23d. A majority of Two thirds of all the Members may at 
any time alter or amend the foregoing articles. 

Most 01 John Brown's recruits had served with the Lawrence 
Stubbs, among them Luke F. Parsons. W. H. Leeman, whose name 
appears on the list, stuck to his new commander until his death at 
Harper's Ferry . 

C 
, -: 

10HN BROWN'S REQUIsmON UPON THE NATIONAL KANSAS COK
KrrrEE FOR AN OUTFIT FOR HIS PROPOSED COMPANY. January, 1857 

II Memorandum of articles wanted as an Outfit for Fifty Volun
teers to serve under my direction during the Kansas war: or for such 
specified time as they may each enlist for: together with estimated 
cost of same delivered in Lawrence or Topeka." - John Brown 
MSS. Original in ~nsas Hi"torical Society. 
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12 substantial (but not heavy) baggage Waggons 
with good covers . . • • • • • • • • $200.00 

4 good serviceable waggon Horses. • • 400. 
2 sets strong plain Harness . . • • • 50. 

100 good Heavy Blankets say @ 2. or 12.50 • 1200. 
8 Substantiallarg sized Tents • 100. 
8 large Camp Kettles • • • • • • • • '12. 

50 Tin Basons . . • • • •• •••• 5. 
50 Iron Spoons. . . . . •• •••• 2. 
4 plain strong Saddles & Bridles •••• So. 
4 Picket Ropes & Pins.. •• • • 3. 
8 Wooden Pails . . . . • • • • • • •• 12. 
8 Axes & Helves. . • : . • • • • • 12 • 

. 8 Frying Pans (large size). • . 8. 
8 Large sized Coffee Pots. • . • • 10. 
8 do do Spiders or bake Ovens • • 10. 
8 do do Tin Pans . . • • • • • •• 6. 

12 Spades & Shovels. . . • • • • • • •• 18. 
6 Mattocks . • . . . . • • • • 6. 
12 Weeks provisions for Men & Horses • • •. 150. 

Fund for Horse hire & feed, loss & damage of same 500. 

$1774· 

D 

JOHN BROWN'S PEACE AGREEMENT 

Peace Agreement drafted by John Brown and presented to the 
meeting at Sugar Mound, Linn County, Kansas, by Captain Mont
gomery for John Brown.- From the Lawrence Republican, Decem
ber 16, 1858. 

Agreemmt. 

. The citizens of Linn County, assembled in mass meeting at 
Mound City, being greatly desirous of securing a permanent peace 
to the people of the Territory generally, and to those along the 
border of Missouri in particular, have this day entered into the fol
lowing agreement and understanding, for our future guidance and 
action, viz: 

Article I. All criminal processes, against any and all Free-State 
men, for any action of theirs previous to this date, growing out of 
difficulties heretofore existing between the Free-State and Pro
Slavery parties, shall be forever discontinued and quashed. 
. Art. 2. All Free-State men held in confinement for any charges 
against them, on account of former difficulties, between the Free 
State and Pro-Slavery parties, to be immediately released and 
discharged. 
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Art. 3. All Pro-Slavery men, knovm to have been actively and 
criminally engaged in the former political difficulties of the Terri
tory, and who have been forcibly expelled, shall be compelled to 
remain away, as a punishment for their oft repeated and aggravated 
crimes. 

Art. 4. No troops, marshal or other officers of the General Gov
ernment, shall be either sent or called in to enforce or serve criminal 
processes against any Free-State man or men, on account of troubles 
heretofore existing, for any act prior to this date. 

Art. 5. All parties shall hereafter in good faith discontinue, and 
thoroughly discountenance acts of robbery, theft or violmu against 
others, on account of their politUal differences. 

The following recommendation was unanimously agreed to by 
the meeting: "That we earnestly recommend that all those who 
have recently taken money or other property from peaceable citizens 
within this county, immediately restore the same to their property 
owners." The meeting then. adjourned peaceably. 

A variation of this agreement less offensive to the P~lavery 
men than Articles 2 and 3 of the above fonn is also preserved; it was 
drawn late in December in order to obtain the signatures of men of 
all parties. It begins: "We the citizens of Kansas and Missouri,'· 
and bears date of January I. This will be found in William Hutchin
son's letter in the New York Times of January 18, 1859, from Maple
ton, Kansas, January 3. 

E 
SHUBBL MORGAN'S COMPANY 

Articles of Agreement of Shubel Morgan's Company, drawn up in 
July, I858,inKagi'swriting.-Original in Kansas Historical Society. 

We the undersigned, members of Shubel Morgan's Company, 
hereby agree to be governed by the following Rules:-

I. A gentlemanly and respectful deportment shall at all times 
and places be maintained toward all persons; and all profane or 
indecent language shall be avoided in all cases. 

II. No intoxicating drinks shall be used as a beverage by any 
member, or be suffered in camp for such purpose. 

III. No member shall leave camp without leave of the com-
mander. .• 

IV. All property captured in any manner shall be subjected to 
an equal distribution among the members. 

v. All acts of petty or other thefts shall be promptly and properly 
punished, and restitution made as far as possible. 

VI. All members shall, so far as able, contribute equally to all 
necessary labor in or out of camp. 
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VII. All prisoners who shan properly demean themselves shall be 
treated with kindness and respect, and shall be punished for crime 
only after trial and conviction, being anowed a hearing in defence. 

VIII. Implicit obedience shall be yielded to all proper orders of 
the commander or other superior officers. 

IX. All arms, ammunition, etc., not strictly private property, 
shall ever be held subject to, and delivered up on, the order of the 
commander. 

NafIIU DaJe, I8SB 
Shube1 Morgan July 12 
C. P. Tidd .. .. 
J. H. Kagi " .. 
A. Wattles " .. 
Saml Stevenson " .. 
J. Montgomery " " 
T. Homyer " " 
Simon Snyder " 14 
E. W. Snyder .. 

15 
Elias J. Snyder .. .. 
John H. Snyder .. .. 
Adam Bishop " " 
William Hairgrove .. .. 
John Mikel .. .. 
Wm. Partridge .. .. 

F 

JOHN BROWN'S WILLS 

While in the hospitable home of Judge Thomas Russen, -near 
Boston, on April 13, 1858, John Brown signed a will, that he might 
duly protect those who had placed funds and other property in 
his possession for particular purposes. It is still preserved in the 
G. L. Steams papers, and reads thus: 

"I, John Brown of North Elba, New York, intending to visit 
Kansas, and knowing the uncertainty of life, make my last will as 
follows: I give and bequeath all trust funds and personal property 
for the aid of the Free-State cause in Kansas now an my hands or in 
the hands of W. H. D. Callender of Hartford, Conn. to George L. 
Stearns of Medford, Mass., Samuel Cabot, Jr. of Boston, Mass. and 
William H Russell of New Haven, Conn., to them and the survivor 
or survivors, and their assigns forever, in trust that they will ad
minister said funds and other property including all now collected 
by me or in my behalf, for the aid of the free-state cause in Kansas, 
leaving the manner of so doing entirely to their discretion. ", 
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Another will dated one day later, is also extant, in the papers of 
Judge Thomas Russell, Jamaica Plain, Mass. This is signed by but 
one witness, the one above cited having three. While differently 
p~, the documents are alike in substance. 

Another will, written in prison on the day before his execution. 
was as follows: 

CBAJlLBSTOWN, JBFFEJlSOM Co, VA. lilt December 1859 
I give to my Son John Brown Jr my Surveyors Compass & other 

surveyors articles if found also myoid Granite Monument now at 
North Elba, N. Y. to receive upon its Two sides a further inscrip
tion as I will hereafter direct. Said Stone monument however to 
remain at North Elba, so long as any of my children or my wife: may 
remain there; as residents. 

I give to my Son Jason Brown my Silver Watch with my name 
egraved on iner case. 

I give to my Son Owen Brown my double Spry or opera Glasa 
& my Rifle Gun (if found) presented to me at Worcester Mass 
It is Globe sighted & new. I give also to the same Son Fifty Dollars 
in cash to be paid him from the proceeds of my Fathers Estate in 
consideration of his terible sufferings in Kansas: & his cripled condi
tion from his childhood. 

I give to my Son Salmon Brown Fifty Dollars in cash to be paid 
him from my Fathers Estate, as an offset to the first Two cases 
above named. 

I give to my Daughter Ruth Thompson my large old Bible con
taining family record. 

I give each of my sons and to each of my other daughters in Law; 
as good a coppy of the Bible as can be purchased at some Book store 
in New York or Boston at a cost of Five Dollars each: in Cash to be 
paid out of the proceeds of my Fathers Estate. 

I give to each of my Grand Children that may be living when my 
Fathers Estate is settled: as good a copy of the Bible as can be pur
chased (as above) at a cost of $3, Three Dollars each 

All the Bibles to be purchased at one and the same time for Cash 
on best terms. 

I desire to have $50, Fifty Dollars each paid out of the final pro
ceeds of my Fathers Estate: to the following named persons. To wit 
to Allen Hammond, Esqr of Rockville Tolland Co, Connecticut, M 
to George Kellogg Esqr: former Agent of the New England Com~ 
panyat that place:for the use; & benefit of that Company. Also Fifty 
Dollars to Silas Havens formerly of Irvinsburg, Summit Co, Ohio, 
if he can be found. Also Fifty Dollars to a man formerly of Stark Co, 
Ohio, at Canton who sued my Father in his lifetime Through Judge 
Humphrey & Mr. Upson of Akron to be paid by J. R. Brown to 
the man in person if can be found His name I cannot remember 
My father made a comproInise with the man by turning out House 
& Lot at Monroeville. I desire that any remaining balance that may 
become my due from my Fathers Estate may be paid in equal 

, 
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amounts to my Wife & to each of my Children; & to the Widows of 
Watson & Oliver Brown by my brother jeremiah R. Brown of Hud-
son Ohio JOHN BROWN-
Witnes 

JOHN AVIS 
Endoned, 

.. Copy to be eent to Jeremiah R. Brown." 

THE WILL OF DECEMBER 2, 1859 
[Will Book: No. 16, Page 143, Jefferson Co. West Virginia Court Recorda, 

Cbarleatown.) 

John Brown's Will & Codicil 

I, John Brown, a prisoner now in the prison of Charlestown, 
Jefferson County, Virginia, do hereby make and ordain this as my 
true last Wi)) and Testament. I wi)) and direct that all my property, 
being personal property, which is scattered about in the States of 
Virginia and Maryland, should be carefully gathered up by my 
Executor hereinafter appointed and disposed of to the best advan
tage, and the proceeds thereof paid over to my beloved wife, Mary 
A. Brown. Many of these articles are not of a war like character, 
and I trust as to such and all other property that I may be entitled 
to that my rights and the rights of my family may be respected: 
And lastly, I hereby appoint Sheriff James W. Campbell, Executor 
of this my true last Will, hereby revoking all others. 

Witness my hand and seal this and day of December 1859 
JOHN BROWN (Seal) 

Signed, aealed and declared to be 
the true last Will of John 
Brown, in our preeence, who 
attested the same at his request, 
in his presence and in thepreeence of 
each other. 

JORN AVIS 
ANDREW HUNTEJl 

Codicil. I wish my friends, James W. Campbell, Sheriff, and John 
Avis, Jailer, as a return for their kindness, each to have a Sharp-riRe 
of those belonging to me, or if no riRe can be had, then each a pistol. 

Witness my hand and seal this and day of December 1859 

Signed, aealed and declared to be 
a codicil to the lalt Will and testament 
of John Brown, in our presence, who attested 
the same at his request in his presence; and 
in the preeence of each other. 

. ANDJlBW HUNTEJl, 
JORN AVIS. 

JOHN BROWN (Seal) 

;. Every word of this, except Avia'isignature, in John Brown's own hand. 
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VIJlGINIA, JBFFEItSOH COUNTY, Su.; In the County Court, Deer. Term, 1859. 

At a Court held for the said County on the 19th day of December, 1859, the 
foregoing last Will and Testament and Codicil thereto, of John Brown dec:eued; 
approved in open Court by the oaths of John Avis, and Andrew Hunter 1Ub
ICribing witnesses thereto, and ordered to be recorded. 

Teste T. A. MOOD, Clerk. 

G 

JOHN AVIS'S AFFIDAVIT AS TO ms ASSOCIATION WITH JOHN BROWN 

(From Original owned by Rev. Abner C. HopkiDs, D. D., Charlestown, W. Va.) 

I, John Avis, a Justice of the Peace of the County of Jefferson, 
State of West Virginia, under oath do solemnly declare that I was 
Deputy Sheriff and Jailor of Jefferson County, Virginia, in 1859 
during the whole time that Captain John Brown was in prison & on 
trial for his conduct in what is familiarly known as the Harper's 
Ferry Raid; that I was with him daily during the whole period; that 
the personal relations between him and me were of the most pleasant 
character; that Sheriff James W. Campbell & I escorted him from 
his cell the morning of his execution one on either side of him; that 
Sheriff Campbell & I rode with Captain Brown in a wagon from 
the jail to the scaffold one on either side; that I heard every word that 
Captain Brown spoke from the time he left the jail till his death; 
that Sheriff Campbell (now deceased) and I were the only persons 
with him on the scaffold. 

I have this day read, in the early part of chapter 8 of a book 
styled 'The Manliness of Christ,' by Thomas Hughes, Q. C., New 
York: American Book Exchange, Tribune Building, 1880, the fol
lowing paragraph, to wit:-

.. Now 1 freely admit that there is no recorded end of a life that I 
know of more entirely brave and manly than the one of Captain 
John Brown, of which we know every minutest detail, as it hap
pened in the full glare of our northern life not twenty years ago. 
About that I think there could scarcely be disagreement anywhere. 
The very men who allowed him to lie in his bloody clothes till the 
day of his execution, & then hlJnged him, recognize this. ' You are a 
game man, Capt. Brown,' the Southern Sheriff said in the wagon. 
'Yes,' he answered, 'I was so brought up. It was one of my Mother's 
lessons. From infancy 1 have not suffered from physical fear. I have 
suffered a thousand times more from bashfulness;' and then he 
kissed a negro child in its mother's arms, and walked cheerfully on 
to the scaffold, thankful that he was 'allowed to die for a cause and 
not merely to pay the debt of nature as all must.'" 

Respecting the statements contained in the above paragraph 
quoted from the book above mentioned, I solemnly declare:

First, that Captain John Brown was not .. allowed to lie in his 
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bloody clothes till the day of his execution," but that he was fur
nished with a change of clothing as promptly as prisoners in such 
condition usually are; that he was allowed all the clothing he desired; 
and that his washing was done at his will without any cost to himself. 
As an officer charged with his custody, I saw that he was at all times 
& by all persons treated kindly, properly and respectfully. I have 
no recollection that there was ever any attempt made to humiliate 
or maltreat him. Captain Brown took many occasions to thank me 
for my kindness to him and spoke of it to many persons including 
his wife. In further proof of the kindness he received at my hands I 
will state that Captain Brown in his last written will & testament 
bequeathed to me his Sharpe's Rifle and a pistol. Furthermore, on 
the night before the execution Captain Brown and his wife, upon 
my invitation, took supper with me and my family at our table in 
our residence which was a part of the jail building. 

2. I have no recollection that the Sheriff said to Captain Brown, 
"You are a game man," and received the reply quoted in the above 
paragraph, or that any similar remarks were made by either parties. 
I am sure that neither these remarks nor any like them were made 
at the time. The only remarks made by Captain Brown between 
his cell and the scaffold were commonplace remarks. about the 
beauty of the country and the weather. 

3. The statement that "he kissed a negro child in his mother's 
arms" is wholly incorrect. Nothing of the sort occurred. Nothing 
of the sort could have occurred, for his hands, as usual in such cases, 
were confined behind him before he left the jail; he was between 
Sheriff Campbell and me, and a guard of soldiers surrounded him, 
and allowed no person to come between them and the prisoner, 
from the jail to the scaffold, except his escorts. 

4. Respecting the statement that he "walked cheerfully to the 
acaffold," I will say that I did not think his bearing on the scaffold 
was conspicuous for its heroism, yet not cowardly. 

5. Whether he was .. thankful that he was allowed to die for a 
ca\lse and not merely to pay the debt of nature as all must," or not, 
I cannot say what was in his heart; but if this clause means, as the 
quotation marks would indicate, that Captain Brown used any such 
language or said anything on the subject, it is entirely incorrect. 
Captain Brown said nothing like it. The only thing that he did say 
at or on the scaffold was to take leave of us & then just about the 
time the noose was adjusted he said to me: "Be quick." 

CBAIlLBSTOWN, WBST VIRGINIA, 
April 25, 1882. 

(Signed) JOHN AVIS 

STATE 01' WBST VIRGINIA, COUNTY 01' JJtII'PBRSOM SS: 
I, Cleon Moore, a notary public in and for the County of Jeffel'llOn, State afore

aid, hereby certify that John A vis whose name is signed to the foregoing affidavit 
this day pel'llOnally appeared before me in my county aforesaid and made oath 
that the lltatements contained in laid affidavit are true to the beat of his know
ledge and belief. 
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. Given under my band and notarial eeal at Charlestown, West Vuginia. this 
25th day of April, 1882. 

H 

CJ..soNMoou 
Notary Public 

A CHRONOLOGY OF JOHN BROWN'S MOVEMENTS, FROM HIS DE
PARTURE FOR KANSAS TO HIS DEATH, DECEMBER 2, 1859 

1855 

August 13. Left North Elba with Henry Thompson for 
Kansas. 

IS. At Akron, Ohio. 
At Hudson, Ohio .. 

18. At Cleveland, Ohio. 
19. At Detroit. 
20. Arrived at Chicago. 
23. Left Chicago for Kansas with his one-horse 

wagon, and en route to Osawatomie untilOc
tober 6. 

October 7. Arrived at Osawatomie and the Brown claims. 
December 6. Left Osawatomie for the defence of Lawrence. 

7-12. At Lawrence. 
14. At the Brown claims near Osawatomie. 

1856 

January I. At West Point, Missouri. 
4. Back at Osawatomie. 

7 and 8. Returned to Missouri for provisions. 
31. Returned to Osawatomie from a third trip to 

Missouri. 
Feb. I-April IS. In Osawatomie and vicinity. 
April 16. Attended Osawatomie settlers' meeting to re-

solve against the .. bogus law" taxes. 
21. Attended Judge Cato's court near Lane. 

May 22. Left Osawatomie for relief of Lawrence. 
123. Left camp of Pottawatomie Rifles and camped 

one mile above Dutch Henry's Crossing. 
124. In camp all day; Pottawatomie killings at night. 
IZS. About noon left camp, rejoining John Brown, 

Jr., at Ottawa Jones's, near midnight. 
26. Left the Pottawatomie Rifles and spent night 

at Jason Brown's cabin. 
27-31. In a secluded camp on Ottawa Creek. 

June I. Moved to Prairie City; searched till late for 
Pate's command. 

12. Battle of Black Jack. 
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3-+ Encamped with prisoners at Middle Ottawa 
Creek. 

S. Brown's men disbanded by Colonel E. V. Sum
ner, First U. S. Cavalry, Major Sedgwick, 
Lieutenant J. E. B. Stuart. 

June S-July I. Hidden in thickets of Middle Ottawa Creek in 
vicinity of Palmyra. 

July 

August 

~. At Lawrence; camping at night one mile south
west of Big Springs. 

3. Arrived in the early morning on outskirts of 
Topeka. 

4. In camp on Willets farm, on Shunganung Creek 
near Topeka. 

4~2. Whereabouts unknown. 
23. Probably left Topeka for Nebraska. 

3-4. Met S. J. Reeder on his way to Nemaha Falls, 

7· 
9· 

10. 
10-16. 

17· 

N.T. 
At Nemaha Falls. 
Left Nebraska City. 
Arrived at Topeka. 
Whereabouts in doubt. 
At Lawrence on arrival of Walker's prisoners 

from Fort Titus. 
~o. (About) Reached Osawatomie. 
84. Brown's and Cline's companies in camp at Sugar 

Creek, Linn County. 
~S. Searched for a pro-slavery force. 
126. Encounter with Cline'scompany; raid on Captain 

J. E. Brown. 
127. Raiding. . 
28. Returned to Osawatomie with ISO head of cattle. 
29. Moved his camp one mile from Osawatomie. 
30. Battle of Osawatomie. 

August 31 
-September 6. 

In camp at Hauser farm, two and one-half miles 
from Osawatomie. 

September 7. Arrived in Lawrence with Luke F. Parsons. . 
In Lawrence. 

October 

8-14· 
.. IS-22. At Augustus Wattles's home near Lawrence, 

"with his sons and sons' wives." 
I. At Osawatomie, according to his letter of Octo

ber II, 18S6. 
S. Narrowly escaped capture by Lieut.-Colonel 

Cooke near Nebraska City. 
10. At Tabor, Iowa. 
18. (About) Left Tabor by sta~ for Chicago. . 

. • 5~6. At Chicago. 
87. (About) Started back to Tabor in pursuit of his 

SODS Salmon and Watson. 
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I. Again in Chicago; left lOOn tovisit Ohiorelativea; 
then went to Albany, Rochester and Peter
boro. 

~7. At Frederick Douglass's in Rochester. 

ISS7 

January 4-22. At Boston . 
. 23-26. In New York at meeting of National Kansas 

Committee. 
January 27 Visited Rochester, Peterboro and North Elba, 

-February 16. and returned to Boston. 
February 16-18. Boston. 

19. Springfield, Mass. 
March I. Collinsville, Conn.; first ·meeting with Blair to 

contract for pikes. 
4. Brown's Appeal to Friends of Freedom appeared 

in New York Trilnme. 
6. At Hartford, Conn., and Springfield, Mass. 

9-II. Canton and Collinsville, Conn. 
12. Passed this night with R. W. Emerson at Con

cord. 
13. At Medford with George L. Stearns and family. 
19. At New Haven, Conn. 

~I-26. At Worcester (also brief trip to Springfield). 
~6-28. Visiting ex-Governor Reeder at Easton, Pa .• 

with Sanborn and Conway. 
30. Contracted with Blair at ColHnsville for pikes. 

Mar. 31-April 2. At Springfield, Mass. 
April 6-15. In Boston and West Newton; visiting Judse and 

Mrs. Russell. 
16-20. In Springfield and vicinity. 

23. In New Haven, Conn. 
25. In Springfield, Mass. 
27. In Troy, New York. 
28. In Albany, New York. 

April3o-May 12. At North Elba. 
May 13. Left Vergennes, Vermont, for .:K.anas. 

14. At Canastota, New York. 
IS. At Peterboro, New York. 
21. At Wayne, Ohio. 
22. At Cleveland, Ohio. 
23. At Akron, Ohio. 

May 27-June 12. At Hudson, Ohio; disabled by sickness. 
June 16. In Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

22. Parted from Gerrit Smith in Chicaao. 
24. At Tallmadge, Ohio. . 
119. Left Cleveland for Iowa. 
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Iowa City. 
Crossing Iowa. 
At Tabor. 

July 5-6. 
July 7-Aug. 6. 
Aug.7-Nov. I. 
November ". Left Tabor, parting from Forbes at Nebraska 

City. 
5. Arrived at Whitman's farm near Lawrence. 
6. In consultation with Cook. 

14-16. At Topeka, with Cook, Realf, Parsons, and Ste

December 

vens. 
17. Left Topeka. 
IS. En route to Nebraska City. 
Cl2. (About) Arrived at Tabor, Iowa. 
4. Left Tabor for Springdale. 

CIS. Passed Marengo, Iowa. 
"S or 29. Arrived at Springdale. 

11158 

January 15. Left Springdale for East. 
21. At Lindenville, Ohio. 

Jan. 28-Feb. 17. At Frederick Douglass's in Rochester. 
February 18-24. At Peterboro. 
Feb. 26-Mar. 3. With Mr. and Mrs. J. N. Gloucester at Brooklyn. 
March 4-7. At Boston. 

S. Left Boston for Philadelphia. 
9-16. At Philadelphia. 

IS. At New Haven, Conn. 
19. Left New Haven for New York.' 
123. Arrived at North Elba. 

Mar.23-April I. At North Elba. 
April CI. At Peterboro. 

3. Left Peterboro for Rochester. 
4-7. At Rochester. 

8-12. At St. Catherine's, Canada. 
13. In Canada West. 
14. At St. Catherine's. 

'16. At Ingersoll, Canada West. 
17-24. In Canada West. 

CIS. Passed through Chicago; arrived in Springdale. 
Cl6. At Springdale. 
127. Left Springdale at 11-45 A. M. 
I2S. Arrived at Chicago. 
129. Reached Detroit and Chatham, Canada. 

April 3o-May 129. At Chatham. 
May S and 9. Two conventions met. 

129. Left Chatham. 
31. Arrived at Boston. 

June 1-3. At Boston. 
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3. Left Boston for Kansas, via North Elba and 
Ohio. 

S. (About) At North Elba. 
20. Left Cleveland with Tidd and }{agi. 
22. At Chicago. 
26. Reached Lawrence, Kansas. 

127-28. At Lawrence. 
128. Left Lawrence for southern Kansas. 
I. On the Snyder Claim for a four weeks' stay. 

. 9. Visited James Montgomery's cabin. 
123. III of ague. ~ 

3"1). At Augustus Wattles's home near Moneka. 
Kansas. 

IS. (About) Taken to Rev. Mr. Adair's, at Osawa
tomie, ill of fever. 

September 123. In Lawrence. 
October 7. At Ottumwa, Kansas. 

I I. At Osawatomie. 
15-16. At Lawrence. 
22-25. At Osawatomie. 

Oct.30-Nov. I. At Augustus Wattles's. 
November. Building the Montgomery fort during this month. 

December 

January 

13. Marched with Montgomery to Paris, Kansas. 
I. Left Snyder Claim with George Gill for Osawat

omie. 
12. Attempt of Captain Weaver and Sheriff McDan

iel to capture Brown at Snyder Claim; the 
latter arrived at Osawatomie. 

3. At Osawatomie. 
S. Returned to Montgomery's fort with George Gill. 
6. Drafted agreement presented to peace meeting 

at Sugar Mound by Montgomery. 
16. At Sugar Creek during Montgomery's attack on 

Fort Scott. 
1(r18. At Wimsett Farm of Jeremiah G. Anderson's 

20. 
21. 
22. 

122-30. 

brother. 
The raid into Missouri. 
Camped all day in a deep ravine. 
Reached Augustus Wattles's house. 
At Wattles's or in the neighborhood, ready to 

repel invasion from Missouri. 
30-31. At Wattles's with William Hutchinson. 

18S9 

I. Went into camp on Turkey Creek. 
2. Wrote Montgomery asking him to be ready to 

fight. 
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January 3. (About) Visited by George A. Crawford, ageJ1t 
for the Governor and President Buchanan. 

7. Wrote his "Parallels" at Augustus Wattles's, 
8. Left Wattles's for the last time. 

10-20. At Osawatomie. 
/20. With George Gill left Garnett, Kansas, for Law-

rence, with the fugitive slaves. 
~. Reached Major J. B. Abbott's, near Lawrence. 
/25. Left Lawrence going North with the slaves. 
28. At Holton. 
29. At Straight or Spring Creek. 
30. Resting at Spring Creek. 
31. "Battle of the Spurs;" reached Sabetha. 

February I. Brown's last day in Kansas. Crossed Nemeha 
River; entered Nebraska. 

4. Crossed the Missouri River at Nebraska City. 
5-II. At Tabor. 

II. Left Tabor to cross Iowa. 
12. At Toole's. 
13. At Lewis Mills's house. 
14. At Porter's Tavern, Grove City. 
IS. At Dalmanutha. 
16. At Mr. Murray's, Aurora. 
17. At Mr. James J. Jordan's. 
18. Passed through Des Moines; at Mr. Hawley's. 
19. At Dickerson's. 
20. Reached Grinnell. 

21-22. At Grinnell. 
24. Passed through Iowa City. 
25. Arrived at Springdale. 

Feb.2s-Mar. 9. At Springdale. 
March 9. Left Springdale for West Liberty. 

10. Left West Liberty by train for Chicago. 
II. Arrived at Chicago. 
12. Arrived at Detroit; saw his slaves ferried over 

to Windsor. 
12-14. At Detroit. 
15-240 At Cleveland. 

25. In Ashtabula Co., Ohio. 
/26. At Jefferson, Ohio. 
27. Lectured at Jefferson, Ohio. 
28. At Cleveland. 

April 7. At Kingsville, Ohio. 
10. At Rochester. 

JI-13. At Peterboro. 
14. Left Peterboro for North Elba. 
16. At Westport, New York. 

April I9-May 5. At North Elba. 
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May 7. With F. B. Sanborn at Concord. 
8. Spoke in Concord Town Hall. 
9. At Concord and Boston. 

May Io-June 2. At Boston. 
J ~ne 3. Left Boston; arrived in Collinsville, Conn. 

4. Reached New Y orle. 
5-6. In New York. 

7. AtTroy. 
9. At Keene, New York. 

10. At Westport. 
16. (Probably) Left North Elba for last time. 
18. At West Andover, Ohio. 
19. Left West Andover. 
83. Akron, Ohio, and Pittsburg, Pa. 

23-27. Bedford Springs, Bedford Co., Pa. 
27-28. At Chambersburg. 

30. Left Chambersburg; spent night at Hagerstown. 
Md. 

July 3. At Sandy Hook, Md. (Harper's Ferry). 
12. (About) Moved to Kennedy Farm. 

August 16-21. At Chambersburg with Frederick Douglass. 
September '27. At Chambersburg, en route to Philadelphia. 

30. On his way back through Harrisburg. 
October I. At Chambersburg. 

8. At Chambersburg. 
16. (Sunday) Raid began. 
17. In battle at Harper's Ferry. 
18. Captured at daybreak. 
19. Taken to Charlestown jail. 
25. Trial begun. 

November 2. Sentenced. 
December 2. Executed. 

I 

JOHN BROWN'S MEN-AT-ARMS 

John Brown's band consisted of twenty-one men besides himself, 
sixteen of whom were white and five colored. Most of the whites he 
commissioned as officers in his army: according to the best obtain
able printed list, Stevens, Cook, Brown's three sons, - Oliver, 
Owen and Watson, - and Tidd were captains. But this is incom
plete. There is conflicting testimony as to whether Hazlett was a 
captain or a lieutenant. Cook states that only two lieutenants were 
commissioned, Edwin Coppoc and Dauphin Thompson. Colonel 
Lee in his official report rates Hazlett, Edwin Coppoc, and Leeman 
as lieutenants. A captain's commission was found on Leeman'. 
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body. Probably William Thompson and J. G. Anderson were also 
captains. The white private soldiers were Stewart Taylor, Barclay 
Coppoc, and F. J. Meriam. The colored were Shields Green, Lewis 
Sheridan Leary, John A. Copeland, Jr., Osborn Perry Anderson, 
and Dangerfield Newby. The eldest of the band after Brown was 
Newby, aged forty-four: Owen Brown came next, at thirty-five; all 
the others were under thirty. Oliver Brown, Barclay Coppoc, and 
Leeman were not yet twenty-one. The average age of the twenty
one followers was twenty-five years and five months. Only one was 
of foreign birth: nearly all were of old American stock:. Sketches of 
their lives follow. 

Jolin Hmry Kagi was the best educated of all the raiders, but was 
largely self-taught. Many admirably written letters survive as the 
productions of his pen, in the New York TribuM, the New York 
&en.g Post, and the NaWmoJ. Era. He was, moreover, an able man 
of business, besides being an excellent debater and speaker. He was 
an expert stenographer and a total abstainer. His father was the 
respected village blacksmith in Bristolville, Ohio, whose family was 
of Swiss descent, the name being originally Kilgy. John A. Kagi 
was born at Bristolville, March IS, 1835: and was killed October 
17, 1859. In 1854-55 he taught school at Hawkinstown, Virginia, 
where he obtained a personal knowledge of slavery. This resulted 
in such abolition manifestations on his part, that he was compelled 
to leave for Ohio under a pledge never to return to Hawkinstown. 
Kagi then went to Nebraska City, Nebraska, where he was ad
mitted to the bar. He next entered Kansas with one of General 
James H. Lane's parties. He enlisted in A. D. Stevens's ("Colonel 
Whipple's") Second Kansas Militia, and was captured in 1856 by 
United States troops. Kagi was imprisoned first at Lecompton and 
then at Tecumseh, but was finally liberated. He was assaulted and 
severely injured by Judge Elmore, the pro-slavery judge, who struck 
him over the head with a gold-headed cane, on January 31, 1857. 
Kagi drew his revolver and shot the Judge in the groin. Elmore 
then fired three times and shot Kagi over the heart, the bullet being 
stopped by a memorandum-book. Kagi was long in recovering from 
his wounds. After a visit to his Ohio home he returned to Kansas 
and joined John Brown. When in Chambersburg as agent (or the 
raiders, he boarded with Mrs. Mary Rittner. 

Aaron Dwigh' S~, in many ways the most interesting and 
attractive of the personalities gathered around him by John Brown, 
ran away from home at the age of sixteen, in 1847, and enlisted in a 
Massachusetts volunteer regiment, in which he served in Mexico 
during the Mexican War. Later, he enlisted in Company F of the 
First United States Dragoons, and was tried for "mutiny, engaging 
in a drunken riot, and assaulting Major George A. H. Blake of his 
regiment," at Taos, New Mexico, in May, 1855. Stevens was sea .. 
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tenced to death, but this was commuted by President Pierce to im':' 
prisonment for three years at hard labor at Fort Leavenworth, 
from which post he escaped and joined the Free State forces. In 
these he became colonel of the Second Kansas Militia, under the 
name of Whipple. Thereafter his story is so intertwined with that 
of John Brown as to need no retelling here. Stevens came of old 
Puritan stock, his great-grandfather having been a captain in the 
Revolutionary army. He was a man of superb bravery and of won
derful physique; he was well over six feet, was blessed with a great 
sense of humor, and was sustained at the end by his belief in spiritu
alism. George B. Gill wrote of him in 1860: "Stevens - how glori
ously he sang! His was the noblest soul I ever knew. Though owing 
to his rash, hasty way, I often found occasion to quarrel with him, 
more so than with any of the others, and though I liked Kagi better 
than any man I ever knew, our temperaments being adapted to each 
other, yet I can truly say that Stevens was the most noble man that 
I ever knew." George H. Hoyt, Brown's counsel, in a letter to J. W. 
Le Barnes, October 31, 1859, thus recorded his first impression of 
Stevens at Harper's Ferry: "Stevens is in the same cell with Brown. 
I have frequent talks with him. He's in a most pitiable condition 
physically, his wounds being of the most painful and dangerous 
character. He has now four balls in his body, two of these being 
about the head and neck. He bears his sufferings with grim and silent 
fortitude, never complaining and absolutely without hope. He is a 
splendid looking young fellow. Such black and penetrating eyes! 
Such an expansive brow! Such a grand chest and limbs! He was the 
best, and in fact the only man Brown had who was a good soldier, 
besides being reliable otherwise." Stevens was executed March 16, 
1860. 

Joh,. E. Cook, who could successfully have escaped had he not, 
against the advice of his comrades, been reckless in his search for 
food, was born in the summer of 1830, in Haddam, Connecticut. He 
was of a well-to-do family, and studied law in Brooklyn and New 
York. He went to Kansas in 1855. His movements from the time of 
his first meeting with Brown, just after the batde of Black Jack, in 
June, 1856, until after his capture, are set forth in his "Confession It 
made while in jail (published at CharlestOwn as a pamphlet in the 
middle of November, 1859, for the benefit of Samuel C. Young, 
who was crippled for life in the fighting at Harper's Ferry). For 
this confession Cook was severely censured at the time by the friends 
of Brown; he was even called the .. Judas" of the ratd. But the 
document, when examined to-day, obviously contains only facts 
which are of great historical value, and whose promUlgation at the 
time in no wise injured the case of his fellow raiders. Had it not 
been made, the result of the trial would have been the same. Cook 
preceded John Brown to the Harper's Ferry neighborhood by more 
than a year, there sometimes teaching school, and again living as 
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a lock-tender, while in the registration of his marriage to Mary V. 
Kennedy, of Harper's Ferry, April 18, 1859, he was described as a 
book-agent. He was captured eight miles from Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, October 25, 1859, and hanged on December 16. He 
was a remarkably fine shot, and had seen much fighting in Kansas. 
He was reckless, impulsive, indiscreet, but genial, generous and 
brave. 

Cluulu Plummer Tidd, known as Charles Plummer, died of fever, 
on the transport Northerner, as a first sergeant of the Twenty-first 
Massachusetts Volunteers, on February 8, 1862, with the roar of 
the battle of Roanoke Island in his ears. This he had particularly 
wished to take part in, for ex-Governor Henry A. Wise was in com
mand of the Confederates, his son, O. Jennings Wise, being killed 
in the engagement. Tidd had enlisted July 19, 1861, as a private. 
He was born in Palermo, Maine, in 1834, and changed his name 
after the raid in order to avoid possible arrest and trial as a Har
per's FerrY raider - a precaution of greater importance when he 
entered the army. He emigrated to Kansas with the party of Dr. 
Calvin Cutter, of Worcester, in 1856. He joined John Brown's party 
at Tabor, in 1857, and thereafter, in Canada and elsewhere, was one of 
Brown's closest associates, returning to Kansas in 1858 as a follower 
of "Shubel Morgan." He took part in the raid into Missouri. After 
his escape from Virginia, he visited Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, and Canada, and was freely consulted in the plans for rescue 
of Stevens and Hazlett. "Tidd," writes Mrs. Annie Brown Adams, 
"had not much education, but good common sense. After the raid 
he began to study, and tried to repair his deficiencies. He was by 
no means handsome. He had a quick temper, but was kind-hearted. 
His rages soon passed and then he tried all he could to repair dam
ages. He was a fine singer and of strong family affections." His 
grave is No. 40 in the New Berne, N. C., National Cemetery. 

Jeremiah Goldsmith Andnson was born April 17, 1833, in Indiana, 
and was therefore in his twenty-seventh year when killed at Harper's 
Ferry. He was the son of John Anderson, and was the grandson of 
slaveholders; his maternal grandfather, Colonel Jacob Westfall, 
of Tygert Valley, Virginia, was a soldier in the Revolutionary War; 
he went to school at Galesburg, Illinois, and Kossuth, Iowa; was 
a peddler, farmer, and employee of a saw-mill, before emigrating to 
Kansas in August, 1857, where he settled on the Little Osage, Bour
bon County, a mile from Fort Bain. He was twice arrested by pro
slaveryites, and for ten weeks imprisoned at Fort Scott; he then 
became a lieutenant of Captain Montgomery, and was with him 
in the attack on Captain Anderson's troop of the First U. S. Cavalry. 
He also witnessed the murder on his own doorstep of a Mr. Denton 
by Border Ruffians. He was with John Brown on the slave raid 
into Missouri, and thereafter followed Brown's fortunes. Writing 
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July 5, 1859, of his determination to continue to fight for freedom, 
he said: "Millions of feUow·beings require it of us; their cries for 
help go out to the universe daily and hourly. Whose duty is it to 
help them? Is it yours? Is it mine? It is every man's, but how few 
there are to help. But there are a few who dare to answer this call, 
and dare to answer it in a manner that will make this land of liberty 
and equality shake to the centre." 

Alber' Hade" was born in Pennsylvania, September ~I, 1837, 
and was executed March 16, 1860. George B. Gill says: "I was 
acquainted with Hazlett well enough in Kansas, yet after all knew 
but little of him. He was with Montgomery considerably, and was 
with Stevens on the raid in which Cruise was killed. He was a good. 
sized, fine.looking fellow, overflowing with good nature and social 
feelings. . . . Brown got acquainted with him just before leaving 
Kansas." Before the raid he worked on his brother's farm in west· 
em Pennsylvania, joining the others at Kennedy Farm in the early 
part of September, 1859. To Mrs. Rebecca Spring he wrote on 
March 15, 1860, the eve of his execution, "Your letter gave'me great 
comfort to know that my body would be taken from this land of 
chains .... I am willing to die in the cause of liberty, if I had 
ten thousand lives I would willingly lay them all down for the same 
cause." He was arrested in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, under the name 
of William Harrison, on October 22, extradited to Virginia, tried 
and sentenced at the spring term of the Court, and hanged on 
March 16, 1860. 

Edwin Coppoc, brother of Barclay, was captured with Brown 
in the engine house, tried immediately after him, sentenced on 
November 2, and hung with Cook on December 16, 1859. The 
father of the Coppocs died when Edwin was six, the latter having 
been born June 30, 1835. For nine years thereafter Edwin lived 
with John Butler, a farmer, near Salem, Ohio, removing then with 
his mother to Springdale, Iowa. This place he left in the spring of 
1858, to become a settler in Kansas. He took no part in the Terri· 
torial troubles, and returned to Springdale in the autumn of 1858. 
when he became acquainted with Brown. He always bore an ex· 
cellent reputation as an honest, brave, straightforward, well·be. 
haved man, and his death was particularly lamented by many 
friends. An exemplary prisoner, there were many Southerners who 
hoped for his pardon. He was buried first in Winona [later in Salem, 
Ohio], after a public funeral, attended by the entire town. In jail 
he regretted his situation, wrote his mother of his sorrow that he 
must die a dishonorable death, and explained that he had not un· 
derstood what the full consequences of the raid would be. He died 
with absolute fortitude. 

Barclay Coppoc was born at Salem, Ohio, January 40 1839, and 
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had not attained his majority at the time of the raid. He escaped 
from Harper's Ferry, but only to meet a tragic fate in that he was 
killed by the fall of a train into the Platte River from a trestle forty 
feet high, the supports of which had been burned away by Con
federates. Coppoc was then a first lieutenant in the Third Kansas 
Infantry, Colonel Montgomery's regiment, having received his 
commission July 24, 1861. Barclay Coppoc went straight to Iowa 
after his escape from Harper's Ferry, whither Virginia agents fol
lowed to attempt his arrest. He went back to Kansas in 1860, 
helped to run off some Missouri slaves, and nearly lost his life in a 
second undertaking of this kind. The accident which ended his life 
took place at night; he survived his injuries until the next day, 
September 3, 1861. He was buried at Leavenworth, Kansas. He 
was in Kansas for a time in the fall of 1856. 

William Thompson, son of Roswell Thompson, was born in Au. 
gust, 1833, and was killed October 17,1859. He married MaryAnn 
Brown, a neighbor, but no relation of the Brown family. He had 
no hesitation as to where his duty lay when the call came to help 
free the slaves. He started for Kansas in 1856, but turned back on 
meeting the Brown sons, who returned to North Elba in the fall of 
that year. He was full of fun and good nature, and bore himself un· 
ftinchingly when face to face with death. Both William Thompson 
and his brother Dauphin went to Harper's Ferry without being 
urged and purely from a sense of right and duty to ,a great 
cause. 

Da.uphin Osgood Thompson, brother of William and also a neigh. 
bor of the Browns at North Elba, was born April 17, 1838, and was 
killed in the engine house on October 18, 1859. He was the brother 
of William Thompson, who also fell, and of Henry Thompson. Their 
sister Isabella married Watson Brown. Dauphin Thompson was a 
handsome, inexperienced, country boy, " more like a girl than a war
rior," and "diffident and quiet." 

Oliver Brown, the youngest son of John Brown to reach manhood, 
was born March 9,1839, at Franklin, Ohio. He went to Kansas in 1855 
with his father, returning to North Elba in October, 1856. For a time 
in 1857 he was at work in Connecticut. He married Martha E. Brew
ster, April 7, 1858, when but nineteen years old, and died at Harper's 
Ferry, October 18, 1859, in his twenty-first year. His girl-wife and 
her baby died early in 1860. "Oliver developed rather slowly," says 
Miss Sarah Brown. "In his earlier teens he was always pre-occupied, 
absent-minded, - always reading, and then it was impossible to 
catch his attention. But in his last few years he came out very fast. 
His awkwardness left him. He read every solid book that he could 
find, and was especially fond of Theodore Parker's writings, as was 
his father. Had Oliver lived, and not killed himself by over-study, 
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he would have made his mark. By his exertions the sale of liquor 
was stopped at North Elba~" 

John Anthony CoPeland, Jr., a free colored man, was born at 
Raleigh, North Carolina, August IS, 1834, and executed at Charles
town, December 16, 1859. His parents removed to Oberlin, Ohio, in 
1842. He was for some time a student in the preparatory depart
ment of Oberlin College, and was enlisted for John Brown in Septem
ber, 1859, by Lewis Sheridan Leary, his uncle, who was at that time 
also residing at Oberlin. He was one of the thirty-seven men con
cerned in the famous Oberlin rescue of a fugitive slave, John Price. 
for which he was for some time imprisoned at Cleveland. "Cope
land," Judge Parker stated in his story of the trials (St. Louis Globe 
Democrat, April 8, 1888), "was the prisoner who impressed me best. 
He was a free negro. He had been educated, and there was a dignity 
about him that I could not help liking. He was always manly." 
Andrew Hunter at the same time was quoted as saying: "Cope
land was the cleverest of all the prisoners . • . and behaved better 
than any of them. If I had had the power and could have concluded 
to pardon any man among them, he was the man I would have 
picked out." On November 26, from his cell in Charlestown, Cope
land sent a letter to his parents, now in the possession of his sister, 
Miss Mary Copeland, of Oberlin, Ohio, of which the following is an 
extract: 

"DEAR PARENTS, - my fate as far as man can seal it is sealed, 
but let this not occassion you any misery for remember the cause in 
which I was engaged, remember that it was a • Holy Cause,' one in 
which men who in every point of vew better than I am have suffered 
and died, remember that if I must die I die in trying to liberate a 
few of my poor and oppress people from my condition of serveatud 
which God in his Holy Writ has hurled his most bitter denunciations 
against and in which men who were by the color of their faces re
moved from the direct injurious affect, have already lost their lives 
and still more remain to meet the same fate which has been by man 
decided that I must meet." 

Stewart Taylor, the only one of the raiders not of American birth, 
was but twenty-three when killed, having been born October 29. 
1836, at Uxbridge. Canada. Of American descent, and a wagon
maker by trade. he went to Iowa in 1853, where in 1858 he became 
acquainted with John Brown through George B. Gill. He is described 
as being II heart and soul in the anti-slavery cause. An excellent 
debater and very fond of studying history. He stayed at home, in 
Canada, for the winter of 1858-59, and then went to Chicago, thence 
to Bloomington, Illinois, and thence to Harper's Ferry. He was a 
very good phonographer [stenographer], rapid and accurate. He 
was overcome with distress when, getting out of communication 
with the John Brown movement, he thought for a time that he was 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



APPENDIX 

to be left out."-Letter of Jacob L. Taylor, Pine Orchard, Canada 
West, April 23, 1860, to Richard J. Hinton, -in Hinton Papers. 
Kansas Historical Society. Taylor was a spiritualist. 

William H. Luman, bom March 20, 1839, and killed on October 
17,1859. the youngest of the raiders, had early left home, being of a 
rather wild disposition. Owen Brown found him hard to control at 
Springdale. Mrs. Annie Brown Adams writes of him: .. He was only 
a boy. He smoked a good deal and drank sometimes; but perhaps 
people would not think that so very wicked now. He was very hand
some and very attractive." Educated in the public schools of Saco 
and Hallowell, Maine, he worked in a shoe-factory in Haverhill, 
Massachusetts, at the age of fourteen. In 1856 he entered Kansas 
with the second Massachusetts colony of that year, and became a 
member of John Brown's "Volunteer Regulars" September 9, 1856. 
He fought well at Osawatomie, when but seventeen years old. 
George B. Gill says of him that he had "a good intellect with great 
ingenuity." 

Osborn PtfT'Y Andefson, colored, survived the raid to die of con
sumption at Washington, D. C., December 13, 1872. Bom July 27. 
1830, at West Fallowfield, Pennsylvania, he was in his thirtieth YE'.at 
at the time of the raid, of which and of his escape he left a record in 
• A Voice from Harper's Ferry,' which contains, however, many 
erroneous statements. He leamed the printing trade in Canada, 
where he met John Brown in 1858. After his escape he returned to 
Canada. During the Civil War, in 1864, he enlisted, became a non· 
commissioned officer, and was mustered out at the close of the war 
in Washington. 

. Francis Jackson Meriam was bom November 17, 1837, at Fram
ingham, Massachusetts, and died suddenly November 28, 1865, in 
New York City, after having served in the army as a captain in the 
Third South Carolina Colored Infantry. Erratic and unbalanced, 
he was forever urging wild schemes upon his superiors, and often 
attempting them. In an engagement under Grant he was severely 
wounded in the leg. Early in the war he married Minerva Caldwell, 
of Galena, Illinois. He was in Boston, coming from Canada, on the 
day of John Brown's execution, but was finally induced by friends to 
go back to Canada. Mr. Sanbom has characterized Meriam as of 
"little judgment and in feeble health," but "generous, brave and 
devoted." 

Lewis Sheridan Leary, colored, left a wife and a six months old 
child at Oberlin, to go to Harper's Ferry. The latter was subse
quently educated by James Redpath and Wendell Phillips; the 

. widow, now Mrs. Mary Leary Langston, is still a resident of Law
rence, Kansas. Leary wu descended fro~ ~ Irishman, Jeremiah 
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O'Leary, who fought in the Revolution under General Nathanael 
Greene, and married a woman of mixed blood, partly negro, partly 
of that Croatan Indian stock: of North Carolina, which is be
lieved by some to be lineally descended from the U l06t colonists" 
left by John White on Roanoke Island in 1587. Leary, like his 
father, was a saddler and harness-maker. In 1857 he went to Oberlin 
to live, marrying there, and making the acquaintance of John Brown 
in Cleveland. He survived his terrible wounds for eight hours, dur
ing which he was well treated and able to send messages to his 
family. He is reported as saying: U I am ready to die." His wife was 
in ignorance of his object when he left home. Leary was born at 
Fayetteville, North Carolina, March 17, 1835, and was therefore 
in his twenty-fifth year when killed. 

t;. 
Owen Brown, born November 4, 1824, at Hudson, Ohio, was John 

Brown's third son, and his stalwart, reliable lieutenant both in 
Kansas and at Harper's Ferry. It was due largely to his unfaltering 
determination and great physical strength that the little group of 
survivors of which he was the leader reached safe havens. Afterthe 
war he was for some time a grape-grower in Ohio, in association with 
two of his brothers. Thence he removed to California, where he 
died, January 9, 1891, in his mountain home, uBrown's Peak," 
near Pasadena, poor in worldly goods, but with the respect and re
gard of his neighbors. A marble monument marks his mountain-side 
grave. He never married. He was, like all the Browns, original 
in expression and in thought, and not without considerable humor. 
He was the only one of the five men who escaped from the raid 
who did not enter the Union army, and he was the last of the raiders 
to die. 

Watson Brown, born at Franklin, Ohio, October 7, 1835, married 
Isabella M. Thompson in September, 1856, and died of his wounds 
at Harper's Ferry on October 18, 1859. He was: uTall and rather 
fair, with finely knit frame, athletic and active." Of little education, 
he was a man of marked ability and sterling character, who bore 
well the family responsibilities which fell to him when all the other 
men of the clan went to Kansas. His son lived only to his fifth 
year; his widow later married her husband's cousin, Salmon Brown. 

Dangerfield Newby, colored, was born a slave in 1815, in Fauquier 
County, Virginia. His father, a Scotchman, freed his mulatto chil
dren. Newby's wife, from whom he received the touching letters 
given in the text, was the slave of Jesse Jennings, of Warington, Vir
ginia. She and her children were usold South" after the raid, but it 
is said that she subsequently lived in Ohio. The shot that gave to 
Newby his death-wound cut his throat from ear to ear, the missile 
being a six-inch spike in lieu of a bullet. Newby was six feet two 
inches tall, a splendid physical specimen, of light col.9l'. 
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tftUIDa dn:u ... _. 30: aeaotlado .. with 
_Iteee al Oberlin CoUeae. CODCerDiDa JIlIr • 

. cb8R of IaDd ID VlrslDla. come to IIIOthIDa 
throqb his vadlladOll, 31-3,}: ebepberd (or 
Capt. OvIatt, 3,}: movee to Richfield. 0Ial0 
(11142). 3,}: ~ four)lOUDll cbIIdren, 34: IllS 
throqb baDkrUptc)'. 34: auc:ce. ID raWq 
cattle and sheep. 34: movea to AkroD, 0Ia10 
(11144). 34: ID panDel'8hlp with Simon Per
kiDS, Jr. In abeep-raflllDa. 340 35; IDvoIved ID 
ateuive Utlpticm, 36. 37: .uit al Weatena 
Raerve Bank ad Its comJlUcatioDS, 37-39; 
.... coaduct ID tb.Ia UtiptioD o~ to edti· 
clam. 38: quarrel with A. P. ChamberWD. ~ 
41. 593 n. 49. . 

GKNSlS OF HIS GRaAT PLAN.-WbeD did the 
forcible overthrow al Iia~ become" b.Ia 
peatat or principal object • ? 42 aeqq.; DO 
documentary evldeace 01 apedal Interest ID 
1iavel'Y until 1834. 43; pIaDa IChoo1 for De
-. 44: requires b.II CblIdren to _ to do 
their utmost to abolieb liavery (183\)?). 45. 
46: Gen. Carrlqton'. auecdote 01. 47: COD
fides b.Ia pIaD to Frederick Doualue. 47. 48; 
Idea 01 ulliq force probably DOt coacetftCl 
until after 1140. 48; snulual evoIudoD 01 b.Ia 
pIaD. 48. 49j removee to Spri~Id, 14_. 
hl46). 49: aD tonch with militant Bolton 
AbolitioDIata. 49: early acguaIDt.IDce with the 
LiMrGJar. 4\): approvee of Greeley'. doc:triDe 
of oPllOllDa liavery with Sharp'. rIIIea, but 
DOt 01 the GarriaoDIan policy 01 DOD·reaIat
uce. 49j b.II SIJ1IIbo' $ 14 islllku. SO. 659'-66.1 i 
DOlIc:y 01 armed resiatIUIce clearly developeo 
~ 1851, 50.51: found. U.~.LeagueolGllead
lte1. so: b.II Worb 0/ Abiu to them. so. 51. 
52: atrIvea to band nelP'Qell t.o&ether to reaIat 
alaft-catCben, 51: obtaiDi __ tures of 44 
DeIP'QeII to bla .. apeeDlent .. aDd reaoIudOlll, Ce:hich CDDtaID direct counael to reaIat 01-

al the law with fotte. and to" aboot to 
klU," 53; bla memorudum-book, DO. 2. 53J 
CDDfidea detalla of Virginia plan to Woodruu 
udotbera In 1854 or 1855. 54i.trieato aec:are 
Woodruff's cooperation. 54: narper'. FelT)' 
deIl&n probably revealed to othen u early. 
54, 55, but may bave been conceived mDch 
earlier. 55; b.II pIaD and b.II object DI'ObabIy 
ftI'Ied (rom year to year. 55, $6; hopes to 
help Southern leaden to aecede. aDd hi. rea
_ therefor, 56: bl. main motive to come to 
daee quart.erl with liavery. 56, 

WOOL-MD.CRANT.-EatabUabea headquar
ten at Sprinllfield for aa1e of Pel'ldDl aDd 
Brown'. wool. 57; bla home and mode of Ufeln 
Spriqfield. deac:rlbed by Fred'k Doull_ 57; 
bl. penonaI appearance ad characterlatlca 
at tbat period. 57. 58; Inter"elted in export of 
_I, 59. 6J.i not fitted for the buliiDell, 60, 
61; trip to I!;urope (114\), 61; on the cond
nent, 61, 62; lIi-auoce8l or triP. 62,63; rela. 
tiona wltb Simon PerldDS, 64, 65; UtipdoD 
with Warren. 65, and wltb BurUnlton MIUa 
Co.. 66: cloae of bIa career u a wool-mer
chant, 66; continues In farmlnc aDd abeep
raIaInc with PerklDl, tlU 1854. wltb lOme .uc· 
ce.. 66, 67; deaths of Infant children, 67; 
residence In Springfield, 67; controversy with 
Sunderland tbe bypnotlat, 67. 68; attends 
Zion Methodist Churcb, 68: diatarbed by b.II 
8ORII' relilioUi backalidiDa. 68-70; b.II wIab to 
help DeIP'QeII IDipires b.II plan to move to 
AdirODclaA:b, 7~-:' North Elba, 71; be
IInnlnl of bie f up with Gerrit Smith. 
71; removea famUy to North Elba (184\), 72; 
blres farm there. 72; wlDi prize at cattle fair. 
12: b.II couneel to the nearoea, 72; defends 
tbem ...- "bite realdeDts or North Ii:lM. 

73 ; dacribed by R. H, DUa. Jr •• 74; 1II'IeI 
North Elba DeIP'QeII to naIat FUlitive SIaft 
Law. 75: colDmandI biB cIIiIdftIl to reaIat at
tempta to enfOtte It, 75; _"dor Akroa. 75; 
continues (armiDaand ebeep-raIaiDa theref_ 
yean, 75; aecoDd removal to !forth Elba 
U-. 185£, 76; buys three farma there. 72. 
76; b.IIlS' _ leavea him DO peace, and 
he turDS towaI'd Kanau, 76. 596 n. 64-

FIItST DAYS UI K.uiSAS.-M~ 
Jato Capt. John Browa of o.awatomle, 77, 
78; a natural Je.Ier. 77; b.lllltl'allbtforwanl 
uneelfi,b_, ,8; partinc worda to b.II (amUJ' 
on Jeaviq for Kanau,. 78; receivea IeUen 
(rom John. Jr. in ICaIlIu, redtlDa coadl~ 
and appeaUnc for arms, 82, 83; tbeI$ effect OIl 
him, 14, 85· Jeavee North Elba apia (ADa. 
1855). 85, 86; att.eDcla and .... very COD_
don at Syracuae, 85: money raIaed for him, 
85; ab.Ipa fiaoeu'a. to ClevelaDd. 85; baIdI 
meeti_ and receives contributioDl at 
Akron aDd eiRwbere In OhIo, 85; In Cbicaao. 
86: journey tbeace deac:rlbed, 87: wbat be_w 
In Miaaouri, 87; hi. meetinc wltb a MIaIou· 
dan, 88; joiDl __ at Oaawatomle (Oct. 7. 
1855), 88: bla deatitute condition. 88; fiDdI 
the settlement ID dlatRa, 88; b.II purpae DOt 
to settle In ICaIlIu, but to filbt aIoaC the 
JCaneu..Miaaouri line, 93; believes ID .. med· 
dJIDa diftctly with the pecnIIar IDadtutioe, " 
93; jlfepared to take property or I1wI of 
Bonier ltuffianl, 93· effect upon him of cdma 
or Miaaourlallllin ~ III: IllS armed to 
election of Free State deielate. III; cIacribea 
relief of Lawrence by Free State men and ad 
of" WaItaruaa War" 118-120' ma.teroftJllof 
bla company. the Uberty GUard .. 121; II 
called captain, 121 i bie pan In events at La_ 
reoce a1urred over DY h1maeJ(, 122; R. G. 81-
Hott ClClDCel'Dinc. 122; Im~ of aae PIO
duced by him. 122: James F. Leaate c:aacem
Inc. 122: b.II view Of the treaty of La_ 
123, 124, 127: dec1area blmaeIf aD AbolitiaD
!at and offers to attaclt Border Ruflian camp, 
123; talk wltb Lepte about liavery. 124; Ie
turDS. with IODI, to Brvwn'. Station. 126, 127; 
villits MllIOurI, 127; chairman of o.a_ 
tomle convention to uominate state ofIicen, 
127; poIIiUon woo bJ' blm In ~ 127; ID 
Miaaouri apia, 128: b.II surveylq tour, 13,}; 
Henry TbomplOD'. reprd for him. 134; at 
settlers' meetilll at Osawatomie, 134; ..... 
attributed to bim by Rev. Martin WhIte. 
134: Judae Cato', court, 135. 136; b.II ~ 
leclae of surveying turned to account, 137, 

POTrAWATOIIJB.-Hi. brief report 01 the 
Pottawatomle murden, 148; question of ilia 
crIm1Da11ty In the busin_ still subject of 
dlapute In KaDllU, 148; place In b.Iatory cleo 
pend. OIl view takeD of bI, conduct ID that 
bulli-. 148; leaveacampof John, Jr.'. COlD
pany at PraIrie City. 151; b.II acdon deta
mined bycomp\alntsof Weiner. lSI; b.II plan 
revealed to a council of lOme or John. Jr:. 
company, 152; preparatiODI for the ezpedI
don, 1$3;" dred ofcaution," 153· hI.1IlaIIDeI' 
on the journey. 154; pian ~ to 
TowaBley, ISS; propoaea to atrike at Dfabt. 
ISS. 157 j bls Influence over hie IODI, 158; the 
kllllnlOl the Ooylea, 158-161; _ of them 
killed by hie hand. 159: the Idllill& of Wilkla
IOn, 161. and or William Sberman. 162-164; 
recoanlzed by Harria. 16~; satisfied at last, 
164; did be InteDd to kill Judae W"aIaODl 165; 
meets JUDD Brvwn and talb with him, 165: 
hue and cry after, 166; opinlODl of Free State 
men coacemiua b.II act.Icm. 167-16\); C\aada 
RobI_ concemInc 169, 170· vInra of 
Jamea Hanway aDd T. W. HII:.':d.I7O; 
poaaibIe JuIlUicatioD of bla let I.,. 
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INDEX 
a81; maIa!e add_ In WorteIter, Much, 
1857, a81i-hi' DIamo stated, 281; Dr. F. Way· 
laDdand K. W. Emenoooo blaorator)', 281, 
a8~ raulta 01 Wo~ meetinaa. 282; 
III PenD., with ez-Gov. Reeder, 282: 
IeanIe 01 hie IODI' dedalon to fillht no more, 
a82: fiDaDdaI pro&tell UDIBtilCactory, a83: 
ezpected in Kanaaa, 283; makea coouaet for 
plkes with C. BlaIr, 283, 284; for .bat pur· 
JlOIe were they orderedl 284, a8s; delay In 
delivery due 10 lack 01 funda, 2S4; lint ac
quaintance with Huah Forbee, aSs; atuaeted 
by him and contldea plane 10 him, 285, 286; an 
unfortunate alliance, 286' bIa lUepicioDiIOOD 
UOII8I!d, 286; "helped ,I by Gerrit Smitb, 
a87; threatened with &frat, 2S7j with 
Judae Ru.eIl in Bolton, 288; bIa "Ia-u 
to the Plymouth Rocka," etc., a88; G. L. 
Stearne bu)'l revoIven for him, 219; at Al· 
bany, N. Y., and Verae_ Vt., 290; U· 
,umea .0ttI de ,NnrC 01 NeilOD Ha.ldDS, 290; 
John, Jr. fears for bIa afety in Kanaaa, 291; 
leave. for KaDIU with coDliderable ,upp1lea. 
291. 292; Stearne', confidence in bim, 292; 
n:duced 10 dlltreaa before readliq bIa delti· 
Dation, 292; Ita&eI 01 hie retarded I' ourney, 
292-294: _ de lNnre 01 Jamea Sm th, 292; 
at Tallmadae, 0., eeml-centeD.Dlal, 29Jj hi, 
memorandum-book QUoted, 293, 294: in Iowa 
City,294: ieame that PottawalOmie IIIdIct
IlleDta are nol-pros'd, 294; in Tabor, Aua. 7, 
1857, 294; hi, close friends, at GlUIhopper 
FaU, Convention, oPJlOle taldnl part In elec
tion 01 delepte to Co~, 296: their de
feat helped tum hie mind to hi, contemplated 
raid apiDit Ilavery, 297; appllea to G. L. 
Steama for money, 297; hie addendum to 
Forbee',lhIlyo/ /I SoId;',.98: lend, copieelO 
Wattles and othen, wlth.appaia for aid, 298; 
Forbee', uafulneee 01 brief duration, 298: 
table-talk recalled by Rev. H. D. Kiq, 299; 
In hi, mind, alaverY the one wrona, 299.i dl ... 
p-eement with Forbes, 299; leave. ·,·abor, 
NOV.2,1157, 299; reeIODi forde1ay, 299eeqQ.: 
appointed "bripdler-aenera!" by Lane, 
301; JamilOD', miaelon, 301: hi. Immediate 
plane confided to Sanborn, 302; fiDaDdaI con· 
dltlon, 302; apparent lack 01 determlDltion 
at this time. 302, 303; defended by Sanbom 
III letter to HlainlOn, 303' .. the beet dis
union champion you cau find," 303, 304; 
aided with mooey by E. B. Whitman, and the 
Adaire, 304; lOeB 10 Lawrence, KaDIae, 304, 
and dl_ppeere after two days, 304,305; sIG 
_ •• is ."""/1, 305; In Topeka. 305; not con· 
tent with policy of Free State leaders to ac
cept edltlna terrftoria1sovemment. 307; the 
Free State eec:ret lIOCIety, 307; enroll, first reo 
emlta for Harper', Ferry. 307. 308; J. E. 
Cook concemfna bIa reerultlq operation,. 
308; hie ultimate destination first made 
kDowII to hie men. 30S; hie vacillation at an 
end. 30S. 309; henceforth all hi, enera\ee bent 
!lPGD "troubling larael" In Vlralnla. 309; 

· hie men not pleated witb Vlra!nla plan. 310; 
· hu word. witb Cook. 310; bls lIlIII!'etlsm pre-
· valle. 310: travele 8Cf0ll Iowa (Dec. 1157) 

311.312; at Sprlnadale. 312; anecdote 01. ~ 
J. Towneend. 312; his diary Quoted. 312; die
cIoeee detail. of hi. plan. 313eeqQ.; first men· 
tlon of Harper', Ferry. Jan. 15. 1858. 313; 
differences with Forbes, 313; bIa Vlra!nla 
J!I!'Il divulged by Forbee. 313. 314; "The 
We!I·Matun:d Plan." 314; Forbee', plan the 
more practical. 314; efforta to dlllUade him. 

.316; with F. Doual_ln Rocheeter,317; un
pleuant relatlODI with Forbes. 317 eeqq.; die· 

· tatea dlelqenuou, letter from John, Jr. to 
Forbee. 318; triealO tlIT8Jl8e meetlDa at Ger· 

· riC SInlth·., 319; confidea bIa plan to SInlth, 

410; readI to SInlth and Sanborn bIa eoa. 
lltitutlaa for aovernlna the cenitory he miPt 
n:deem from Ilavery. 321; hi. will preyau.. 
32 I, 322; diIcIoeeI hi, plan 10 the Glouceeten 
and other nearoea III Brooldyn and PhDa •• 
323; trlee to enlIet new recruits, 323; ella
appolDted by H. Tbom~·. ref ...... 323. 
324; III Bolton, 324\1' ukI Tbeo. Parker to 
prepare add_ 10 • S. troops and to dti
sene aeneraUy, 324, 325; concem for hi, 
1IIeD', reedlnlo 325; method (1/ raialq fonds 
for him. 325; HIafDlOD·. cbarlcterbatlaa. 
326; Senator Sumner', coat, 327; III varioae 
partI of N. Y.1.327; III St. Catherine' .. Can· 
ada. 327; and .arriet Tubman. 327; bIa ltay 
In <:anaiIa a _noI~~_ -!~IL Dr. De
laney. 321; rftUI'DI to ~ for hi. 
.. eheep." 32S; new recruits. 32S; Sprlnadale 
to Chatham. Caneda. via Chic:aao. 329, 330; 
vain attempta 10 keep hi, men from wrltID& 
IndIac:reet letters, 330; apeecb to the Chatham 
Convention. 331, 332; hi. " ProvlaIonal Con· 
ItItution." etc., 332, 333; choIen comman
der-ln-c:hlef. 333; the conltltutlon coDIid~ 
u a revelation 01 hla c:haracter and philoso
phy, 334 eeqQ.; lOme proviIIooa I\III1!It in· 
eanlty. 3340 335; dltference bet_1WI views 
and those 01 the Abo1Itlonleta. 336; Chatham 
Convention ezbaUltl hi, fund,. 336, 337; 
neede 01 bIa men, 337; III Bolton apin.338; 
coneents 10 temporary ehelviq of Viralnia 
plan, 339. ;540; his opinion of bIa .. bickers," 
at reported by HIIIP_, 340; receive. _ 
_y and arms, 340. 341; attitude of BoItoD 
IrouP at thla time (8PfIq of IS5S) the first 
aI~ 01 the effort to evade rsponaihiUty. 342. 

KANSAS AGAIN; TIIB M~ RAID. - In 
North Blba and Cleveland. eM ,.".,. to KaDIae. 
343; loeea five 01 hie men by poItIJonernent 01 
hi, plan. 344; In Lawrence III di8p1ae. June 25. 
IS58, 345; _mel name of Shubelllorpn 
345; atuaeted by explolta of James Moat· 
lomery. 352: In touch with Montaomery. 
353 i prepares "Artldea of Aareemeat for 
Shubel Moraan', Company," 353; a-:rtbee 
condition of affaire In IOUtheutem Kaneu. 
3540 355; hi, opinion of the H.,1Il4 0/ F __ 
..... 354' Interatlq pereonaI diacloeura III 
letter 10 john. Jr. 3SSj.!l1rec:ta him to caUect 
rnaterlallor " A Brief HIIIOry 01 John BIOWII. 
otherwlee (old B)." etc •• 356; buDds .. Fort 
Snyder." 356; did he acquire title 10 Snyder'. 
clalmlt~357; tria to obtain revolvers _ 
byNa KBn.eCom •• 357; refueeelOtake 
revenae on Martin White, 357, 358' W at the 
Adaire', Aua.-8ept •• IS5S. 351; In L;.wreace, 
359; need of fund, IUpplled III part by notes 
sent by G. L. Stearne. 350. 360; ..... u aaent 
for National KaDIae Com .. 360; b1a authority 
denied by H. B. Hurd. 360; a oardonable er
ror of juci&ment. 360, ~I; hIa view of the 
Ilavery Question. accord to W. A. PhWipe. 
362; propheelel war. 362: whereabouta in 
Oct. (IS5S). 362. 363; ,tate of bIa health, 363; 
the WatUee famDy', recoUectioD 01 him, 363: 
with Montaomery In bIa raid on Parle, Kana.., 
364: Actlq-Gov. Walah UI'II!I oBer of reward 
for hi, appreheDllon. 364; plot to capture. 
J64; drafta a peace qreemat, which i, 
adopted at meetinl 01 Free Soileni and pro-
8laverymen. 365. 366. 665. 666; 10101 Mont
somery In attaclt on Fort Scott. 366; bIa dilllike 
01 eervIna under another keeJ)I him from tak
Inl an active part. 366; wronafuUy charaed 
by RoblDlOD and others with rsponaibWty 
for Fort Scott a1falr. 367; .hy Moataomery 
_umed leaderehlp. 367' the M~ri raid 
(Dec. IS~7 eeqQ.; due 10 the story told 
by Jim • 367; bIa companione III the 
r81d, 361; 1Ila_ not the oaly property taU:n. 
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718 INDEX 
S95 D. 33. 647 D. roo: dedl_ to a .... hIm8eIf 
C!llDaalty plea, 490, 507: hi. suaeatloll8 to 
ilia cou"""I, 490. 491: renewed appeal for de
_ because 01 abRnce of wltneaea, 491, 492: 
deaouncea his cou"""I, 492: correapondence 
with Judaee Tilden and Ruaeell, 493: takes 
alland in examinln, wltnesaes, 494: ac:cuaed 
bv Hunter 01 feia:niDl illness, 495: Hoyt 
qaoted concernlnl B'a character and beulnl, 
495,496: found IOlity of treaaon, 496: bow he 
nceived the verdict. 496: bill vialon 01 the fu
ture, 496: .. I am worth Inconc:eIvably more 
to hanl than for any other purpoae," 496, 
546: hie _t apel!Ch to the court before aeo
telKe, 498, 499: sentenced to be hanaed pub
licly on Dec. 2, 1&s9, 499: delay 01 _utlOD 
affords opportunity to Inftueace pubUc opin· 
lou In the North, 499: dlvenity 01 opinion 
concerninl esecutlon of sentence, 500 aeqq.; 
Gov. Wise declines to Interfere with aeotence, 
503, 504; qu_ion 01 commutat\OQ of lIeD
teDcediacuaeed, 506; plota to reacue, 511 aeqq.; 
declines to lend himaelf to any acheme 01 rea
cue, 512: hia pledle to Capt. Avie, 512; for
bide hia wife to visit him, 513; anonymous 
letters to. relatiDl to p\a118 01 reacue, and 
their etfect, 518: precautlOIl8 taken for bie ex
ecution, 522 eeqq.; predicament and attitude 
01 his Northern aupportere, 528 aeqq.; Dr. 
Howe'. card concerniDl the raid, 531-533: 
B'. beariDl after judlment, 536, 537; permie
ilion to write freely a dan&eroue weapon In hie 
banda, 538; tremendoue power and Inftuence 
01 bill lettere from the jail, 538, 539: detailed 
reporta of hia life In jail epread throulh the 
country, 544 aeqq.: convenatlOD with Rev. 
Norva\ WiIaon, 544: hie vlsitore, 54S-548: vi .. 
lted by H. C. Pate, 546; and by Gov. Wise, 
547, 548: univeraa1 confidence In his veracity 
and inteKrity, 547: writes to A. Hunter, 548: 
ilia real object, 548; last Interview with hi. 
wife, 550; laet injunct\oll8 to hi. family, 551-
553; lives hie Bible to J. H. BI_Dl, 553; hi' 
vartoua will" 553, 667~70; emotion of hie 
IU&rda, 554; the journey to the acaIfold, 554 
aeqq.; prophetic m_ to hie countrymen. 
554; on the acaIfold, 556; hie esecutlon. 557. 
653 n. 13; hie body delivered to hie wife and 
taken to No. Elba. 559,561; and there buried. 
561.562; vie ... of prominent men North and 
South concemInl him and hie raid. 562 eeqq.: 
and of rep_tative newapapere, 568. 569: 
VIctor HulO quoted concemlnl him. 569. 
588: report of the minority of the Muon 
committee. 580. 581: and of the majority, 
511. 582: his name Involved In epeakershlp 
conteat. 583. 584: dlvefleDt view. of Band 
ilia achlevementa fifty yeare after. 586: the 
truth lies between the estreme vlewa. 586: 
a fanatic, but one of thOle fanatica who. by 
their readineal to sacrifice their livea, 1m' for
ever advancinl the world. 587: brave. \dnd. 
honest. truth-tP.IlIDI, God-reverinl, sal: hie 
riae to spiritual _tnesa after hi' aeotence. 
588: a _t and lutiDi 6lUre In American 
hlatory. 588: the letI80n of bls life. 588. 589. 

ChronolOlY of hi. movementa. AUI. 1855 
to hie death. 672~78: details u to hie" men
IIt4rms" at Harper's Ferry. 67H87. 

LBTrBRS TO Rev. S. L. Adalr. 136. 303. 
106. Geo. Adame. 542. E. B.. 539, Wm. 
Barnes. 276. 283. JesIIe Bowen. 388. Ellen 
Brown, 398. Frederick Brown. 43. John 
Brown. Jr., 34, 61. 62. 63. 64. 66, 67. 70.79. 
16 and n .• 343. 353,354-3561 358. 4ft7. 409. 
422. 423. Mary Anne Brown. 29. 30, 35, 64. 

I Most of the!le latera were written to Mre. 
Browa and such of the children u were with 
lam .. M:tr"dear wife and CIh!lclren eftI')' oae." 

III, ul-uo. U7. ua. 132. 141. 203. 248. 27 •• 
282.292,299.320.337,351.365, 383. 395.398, 
404. 409, 422. 537. 540. 541, 542, 551.5.$3, 
LevI BIIJ'IIelI, 32. 33. AIDOII P. Chamberlain, 
40 Lydia Maria ChIld. 249. bill chIldrea. 69-JObi W. Cook, 8~, J. T. ca... 361. ar- Day. 
123. 127~!.n GidcIJap, 131. G. B. Gill, 337. 
T. W. H .320.513,543. W.A. Hodaes. 
72, L. Humphrey. 543, A. Hunter~. J. H. 
1Ca8I. 7. 402. 06. , Geo. 31, 
Z_ ~t, 26,1. H.~. 301. A. A. w
renee. 279. ReY. Mr. McFarland. $45. Tbeo. 
Parker. 324, S. Perldna, 59. F. B. Sanborn, 
294. 302. 319. 320. 322. 353. 3540 Geo. L. 
Steams. 281. 305. 320. Mn. Steams, 551. 
H. L. Steams, 1-'7. John Teeadale. 93. 316, 
Ell Thayer. 287. Ruth B. Thompaon. 324, 
Aua:. Wattiea, 290. 292. 

LftTDs ~J:m Brown. Jr .• 82, 83, 
229 n., 290. Doyle. 164. T. W. Hi.R-
11_.338.397, J. H. Holrnea. 300. J. H. 
Lane. 300, 301. 3040 A. A. Lawrence. 210. C. 
Roblll8Oll. 262, 263, H. StnattoD, 235 D., Aaa
Wattles. 30. Horace WhIte. 269. 

lkowD. JoIm, autoblOll'BDhy of. 43. 16. 17. 
a-. JoIm, c:hIldreD Ill. KeDeral ~ 

tlca. 21. a-. 101m, Jr .• oIdeat eon of B. q1lOted _ 
cemlDI B arid the Free M ___ 26: hi, COIl-
ftictiDl .tatementa &8 to date of B'. requlrint 
hi. family to awear to fiabt alavery. 46; III 
Spriq6eJd oflice 01 PerldIl8 UId Brown 59: 
lOeB to 1Can .... 75. 76: hIa narrative Oi the 
expedition. in the C1eve1and I.-ur (t 183). 
81, 82: deecribea condltloll8in ICanIu and ree
ommende ~ antl-siaverymen there. 83. 
84: hi'" abanty • at Oeawatomle, 89: and the 
Indiana. 90: vice-president 01 Free State COIl
ventlOll at Lawrence. 91: member 01 lint 
Territorial E&ecutlve Com •• 91: defies peDal 
code 01 Shawnee Lelisiature, 92: at Ffte 
State conventlon. 102; at conventioa of 
radical Ffte State men. 103: nominated for 
Territoriallelisiature. 127. and elected. 130: 
inddent of the c1alm-jumper. 130: atteDde 
aeaalOD of Lelisiature. 132. 133: on conunittee 
to memorIalIR Coo_ for aclmialioa 01 
ICanaas to .tatehood. 133: other IeIisiatlft 
eervfce of. I~: OD B'. surveyin, tour. 136: In 
JudKe Cato. court. 136: hi. artIc:Ie in the 
Cleveland I.-ur (1883). quoted. 149. 152, 
153; and the Pottawatomie murd-. 149 
aeqq.' campa at PraIrie City. en route to re
lief 01 Lawrence. 149. ISO: camp broken up by 
U. S. cavalry, ISO; deposed from command by 
company. for freernJ two slavea, ISO; ~ 
reason for hie depoeltlon. 151: vainly OppoRe 
return of alaves to their mutere.151: retllJ'D8 
to camp after the murdere, 165: hie feeJlq 
concemIq them. 166: returns to OIawa
tomie with .. Pottawatomies." 166: taken in 
by the Adalre. 166: hi. dletreaa deprives blm 
01 reason, 166. 167: alIirme the reality 01 the 
unidentified" _Ker." 175: charaee R0b
Inson with UrIPDI hie father to other \dlllaa. 
184; arrested. 193: maltreated by IIorcIer 
Ruftlana after arrest. 194 aeqq.; driven on 
foot from Paola to Oaawatomie. 195: hi. CIOD
dltion of mind and body, 195. 196: treatment 
of. cauaealncvpat\OQ in North, 197: taka to 
Lecompton aftd held In custody on chaqe 01 
hllb treaaon. 197: Capt. Walker'. teBtlm.y 
concemln, him and B. ul, 229: releaRd 
September 10. 1156. 254. 255: pa to Iowa 
with B. 261: controftrIY with Gov. RohtD-
8On",,26.1: with B. in Chlcaao. 269: disturbed 
by D'. proposed .return to 1Canaas. 290' bI8 
vlewe 01 the altuatlon there. 291: with B In 
Philadelphia. 323.i eIl~1ted with forwardlna: 
GI _ to CbamDenDlll'8o Pa., 4116. 40'1~'" 
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'·720 INDEX 
=ie-l.-- A .. 4311, 439, 440, 443. 

" vlaited by B, 6a. 
ikJ&at, ... -l)Ia, and Hush Forbel, all6: 193. 
B1IdIaaaA, Jamel!l Pree. 01 U. S., and GoY. 

Walker, 395: ouen reward for capture ol B, 
371: notified by Garrett, 01 Harper'I Ferry 
raid, 434: orden artillery and mariDel thither, 
449, and Robert E. Lee and J. E. B. Stuart, 
450: m_ to Coqreu In Dec .. 18590 566: 
,174,381, .478, 533, sa4. 

.. BucbkiD," alJ. 
Buff1llll, n.ri4 C., murdered, 260. 
Baled, Ma)« J,.-::::-' ID command 01 Border 

. RuffiaDllD , Il7, 138' hiI ProCftI}' 
circular, 216: appeale for ald, 231: 1440 I4/), 
Iso,19a. 
B~, JoIul, tbe Pil,ri""$ Pro".". faml1lal 

to B, 16. 
BIII'IiqtOD aowa) Gallette, denou_ Potta

_tomle murden, 191. 
BUJIiqtoD JIJUa Co., suit apiDat PerkIDI and 

BrowD 66. 
B_II. iAvi, treasurer of Oberlin CoUeae. ,,. 

LdUrllrOffl B, l2. ll. 
B_, ADthC!IIJ, fUI~tive lIave, 384, SU. 
B_, Col. Jamea If., disputes Major CJarte'I 

claim to have murdered Barber, 116. 
BIUDI, Jou, 520. 
Batler,lleY. Pard .. , maltreeted by pnHIaftIY 

men, 110; stripped &ad .. cottouecl," 141. 
BuatOD, Canada, 327. 
Bynae, Terence, captured by B'I raiden, 437, 

439· 

Cabot, J-mot, A M,";' of zw,1I Waldo 
E_WII, quoted, 283. 

Cabot, Dr. Samuel, Jr., 271, 275, 32S. 
Caclder, Cbrlat1aa, tbe R«4ll«JiMu of •• 014 

SeUlIr, quoted, 9. 
CaIaIa (France), vlalted by B, 61. 
CalhOWl, JoIul, 296, 307. 
CaIlfonua, ruab 01 aold-aeeken to, 80. 
Call1lllder, W. B. D., a78, 279, a86. 
CampbeU, BJaholl, 59. 
Campbell, Jou F .. murdered by HamUtoa and 

hIS meD,,148,.J75. 
CampbeU, Slierlll, 5l7, $38, 5l9, 556. 
CanterblUJ' (CODD.), supprealioa ol Khooll for 

_ID,45. 
Canton (Conn.), 278, 279. 
Cantrell, Mr., murder of, 181, 313: mock trial 

of, by court-martial, 213. 
Carletoa, sUa., 5l3, 534. 
<:Arpeater, BeDrJ, defectioD of, 409: 576. 
Cuilenter, Bow&rcl, 19B. 
CarPenter, O. A., guldea B'I Potta_tomle 

party to Ottawa Creek, 198; 210. 
CUr, a settler, 239, 242. 
Carr~Lleat. BUlene A .. 621 n. 86. 
Car ,Gen. BeDrJ B., quoted, 47. 
Carra ,Jam .. B., 167. 
Carter, Mr., murder 01, 214. 
Carter, Chatlel P., ali .. of T. W. HIalMOn, 

573. 
Carterl T. W., agent of Mall. Anal Co., aS9. 
Cue, A. B., quoted, 601 n. 104. 
Cue, Lew, Sec'y of State,letten from GoY. 

Denver, lSI, ActiDg-Gov. Walab, 364. 
Cutele, A., 168. 
Cato, Judie SterOni G .. holds court at Sher

man settlement, 135, 136; 1 __ warraate 
for arrest 01 the Browns, 135: 137, 195, 254. 
260. 

Ceatrel Coaunltt .. for Kauu 275. 
Claadwlck, Rear-Adm. Preach B., Till C.uu of 

III. Cillil Wllr, quoted, 341. 
Claamberlaln, MOl P., and the title to W-.. 

landi, 38 aeqq.; B's quarrel with, 39-41, 593 
n. 49. LlI,. 1'0'" B, 40. 

Claamben, Georp W., aboote A. D. Ste.,.., 

43\1: and the kUDnI 01 W. 1'I1oaIpIaa, 442: 
491. . 

ClaiImbenbaq (PeIUI.) , ICacl'I helldqaarten at. 
406, 4~t· 

. Ckpija, Meara., 278. 
ClaaPln, Loa V" £till D1I7'1I/ 014 Job lINn. 

quoted,36. 
CJWIeatoIl CODftIltlon, 11160, $liS. 
C1IarlntOD ~r, quoted, 97. 
Charl .. ton llUlepeDCleat Domoaat, B qaotecl 

In, 545 • 
Charl .. ton lIercarr, quoted, 97, 568. 
Charle8 Tcnna (West Va.),429. And_Chartea

towa. 
Chatleetcnna (Va.), new. 01 raid carried to, by 
. Dr. Starry, 436; dreed 01 a slave rlaiaa.f.1Jl' 

mUltia and other volunteen tuna out, ; i 
and omen Iodied In jail, 470; trial ol ,486 
eeqq.: receptioa ol verdict, 497; aeIf-control 
01 people after aeateace, 499, 500; pfOllOCled 
attack on, 516 eeqq.; reecue 1CIIreII, 519, 510: 
numeroul firea, 520; end of reign 01 tenor. 
522; pregarationa for necutloa, 532 aeqq • 

.. Charlel'." See lCalaer, Charlea. 
CIIue, Salrnoa P., Gov. ol Ohio, 271 and n •• 

2gB,52 4· 
CJuitham (Canada), conventlOD of B'I f01lowen 

there, 330 aeqq.; really two COIlvent1ou, 331; 
327,328. 

ChAtham CODftndOD, proceedia .. of, 330 = 
oath 01 aecrecy Im~, 333; "Provi 
Constitution .. adopted, 333; aec:oad conven
tion called under new constitution, 333' oIIi
cen elected at, 333: llat of colored mea lR at
tendaa~l 628 a. 55. 

ChIcaao '~nbane, 46, 352. 
ClaUd, D. I.e!~ 20.3. 
ClaUd, LJdIa aana, her pro~ vialt to B, 479 

n.; 510. r..u. III GoV. WIae, 479. 
ClaUtoa Samuel, retained by Joha A. Aadrew 

to ddend 8,493; praya that aovenament be 
required to e1ect 00 which count they wDl 
proceed, 4940 495j aqUeII for defence, 496; 
motion in arreat 01 judtmeDt. 497. 

ChIppewa 1DcIlaaa, 9. 
Clallrclt ADd-8laftIJ Sode." B at meetiDI In 

Boatoa, 400. 
CbarcII, Lieut. Jolla a., breaks up John s-a. 

Jr:' camp, ISO. 
CIalm-J1IIIlP8r, a, ezpulaloa ol, by m1nute-mea, 

130. 
Clark, 1IaIcoIm, Idlled by C. McCrea. log, 110. 
Clark, RH. Waa. C., Ulault on, III. 
Clarke, 1IaJ« 0.0. B., wi-<lUII'" manlerer ol 

Barberj 126, 352. 
Clarke, _ Freeaaaa, ArIli-5'-'¥ lh7I, 

Gen. carrington quoted In, 47; hilc:bancterI
zatlon of 8 ... 1_~6.! 187: 213, 326, 327. 

Clark~ Wm. reaa. 388, 3\10. 
C~, \;. C., Cl.uoted, 584. 
Cl ...... d (Ohio), pubUe aeatl_t In, J94. 
Cl ...... d Herald, guoted, 569. 
CleYeland Leader, Jolul Brown, Jr:'~ 

In (1883),81, 82, 149; anaou_ B'.Iec:tare, 
Warch 18, 1859, 391i Ita report ol the lee:=';:33.: ~d the ratd, 472. 

Cl PIalaDealer," ArtemuIWard'l"cIe-
acrIption of B and ICaclIn, 391, 391; aacI ol 
B'I leeture,~92, 39.3. 

ClIne, Capt. J- B .. hiI com2IUIJ' aaardaea 
lOuth from Oaa_tomle with .. 236: -u 
pro-eIavery fon:e at South Middle Creek and 
puta it to IliIht, 137 i accidental coUlaIoo with 
B', compaay, 237; ID battle 01 Oaawatoaale. 
244; 238 ... 23\!,\:' 

Coc:lu'ane ... _n :I 100, :193. 
Cochren..!. _jimln L., 121. 
CoIlee, u.n., and Col. Suaaaer, 109. eaea, W. B. TAt. S.",...", IIIIIw ",.". .. 

/CII"",, 191. 
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722 INDEX 
Daalpbu (KaDl3ll). _ of .. urder of SaIIII. 

ColliDe. 112. 
Doolittle. J-R •• U. S. SeDator fro .. WIacoD· 

liD. of mlDOrity of Muon Co .... 580. 
~. Stephen A .. U. S. SeDator fro .. llU· 

DOl •• favor. lCaDeaI-Nebruka Act. 80: aDd 
the Too .. ba biD. 227: oppoeed to Leco .. pton 
CoDatitutlon. 306. 347: Quoted. 365: DOmiD. 
ated for Prealdent. 585. 

DoacIa... Wrederick. his Li/. au Ti_ 0' 
Frlderidl [)oqllu8. Quoted. 47 ..... 57. 58; 
deacribe8 B's home In Sprinll6eld. M ..... aDa 
bia penonal aspect. 57. 58: urpa contrlbu· 
tions for B. at SyracUIII! convention. 85: B'. 
Int confidaDt as to hil Virldnla pian. 317: B 
vlaits him early iD 1858.317: lIivell money to 
Forbe8. 317: B's dleap{l.Ointment with him. 
323: feeliq of B'. famaly toward him, 323. 
627 n. 33; at final conference with B dleapo 
provea plan of raid. 112, 413: withdraws hil 
support from B. 413; eaves the country after 
the raid. 529; 67.269,390.398. 

D .... Charles, shot by F. N. Coleman. 113. J80. 
DoY. Dr. JOAD. captured with hiI liberated 

8I&.ves. aDd reecued. 380: 511. 514. 546. 575. 
DoYle. Mr., husband of Mahala. aDd father of 

Orury. John. aDd Wnliam; .. urder of. 159 
IeQQ. 

~Ie. PrarJ. murder of. 159 aegq. 
»oJle. John. quoted concerniq Doyle murdera. 

160; 164. 
DoJle. Mn. 1IahaIa. deacrlbe8 murder of ber 

husband aDd 8ODB. 158 eeqq.: Salmon Brown 
concernlq.159: 156. 190. 195. LdUrIoB. J64. 

Doyle. W'alliam. murder of, 159 eeqq. 
])oJle famil)'. on Pottawatomle Creek. character 

of. 156: attack on. 158-161: John Doyle aDd 
Townaley conceminJ( mutiiatlon of their 
bodiell. 160, 161: alleaed iDtlmldation by, 172: 
and the MorllO! caIIO!. 174: said by 80me to 
have deserved their fate. J80. 

Danbar. leDDio (Mn; Garcelon). 572. 
Dnncan. L. A .. 388. 
Dutch Be!llJ. See Sherman. Henry. 
Dutch BOIllJ's Croaa!ac. 151. 155. 157. 
DutJ of the Soldier. Tbo, by HUllh Forbell.297. 

208: dlaapproved by Sanborn aDd Theodore 
Parker. 298. 

ButIA. BrIJ.-Gon. Laclon J .• publlsbes call to 
arm. agaInst Free State men. 116: Woodson'. 
letter to him denounced as foqery. 116. 

-.-on (Kanaaa), Leavenwortb election held at 
UaD. 1856). 128. 

Rdwarda, Roy. Jona .. bls worb owned by B. 16. 
Bldredco, Col •• 260. 
B1dr1qe. Chari ... 574. 
BIocticia Committeo Of House of Repreeenta· 

tlves reporta apinet Whitfield aDd in favor of 
Reeder as delepte, 226. 

BlIdn Aaaoclation. a colony for _ped aiaves. 
_32 7. 
Dot, Georp. Adalll Bde. 326. 
B1Uott. R. G .. quoted, 122.230,307. 
Bliaworth. Alfred II •• elected member of Con· 

1IrI!!8S, at Chatham Convention, 333. 
Blmore. Rash. Juatlce of Kanaaa Terr .. uphold. 

lep.lity of Shawnee Leillaiature. Joo: 377. 
378. 

Emenon. Ralpb Waldo. meets B. 273: Quoted. 
282.560,563: as to B' .. peecb before aenteuce, 
646n81' 561. 

RmllP'Ult Aid SocIeti ... New EqtaDd. recruits 
of, In Kan .... 95, 06; 98. 26$. 

Bmlcrant .\Ie! SocletJ, ships Sharp', rifles to 
C. Robln8On. 98i, sa ... ·mill of. at Osawa
tomie .pared by DOrder RufIiana, 346; 146. 

_ 2!!1c . 
IDIIUaIl btU. TIIo. a compromllll! measure palled 

by ConIlrl!!8S. 347: a pro-aiavery victory. 347: 

a bribe to KanIaa to accept LecomptGa CoD
atItuUon. 347. 

Bppa. L,mu.. colored nelIIhbor of B at No_ 
Elba. 55. 563. 

BricboD. Aaroa. c:oncer:nIq B·.lnIanity. 595 n. 

aJtD. Dr •• 369. 
Bt' .. ett. Rdward. 56$. 
Bzecntin Commlttoit. See Free State ERca· 

tlve Committee aDd Territorial Executive 
Committee. 

l'abUDcor.lIn. BUon (Browa). dauahter of B. 
_ 405. LlUlir (rOlll B. 308. 
I'ala. U. S. Deputy Manbsl. at Free State Ho

tel, 145: makes arrests In Lawrence. 145. 
I'airleld. temporary name of Browza aettlement 

near Osawatomie. 112. 
I'uaeun Ball. Union meetiqln. $62. 563. 565. 
l'auUmer. Cbarl .. J .. aaiped as counsel for 

B, aDd declines. 483: his opllllon of tbe trial. 
483: 456. 486, 487. Leun 10 M. W. Cluakey. 
483:/'0111 A. H. Lewis. 506. 

I'aquier Canlry, $49. 
I'a,eu., Mr., a colored preacher, 45,46. 
I' .. theratonbaulb. Dr. TIIomu, 558 n. 
I'_don. WID. Pitt. letter from Jobo A. An· 

drew 530. 
1'Ie14. »arid Dudley. 230. 
mer. Jamo. N .• sboots Sheriff Jones. 140. 
1'i8h ... Ellwood. letter to Gov. Wile. 47 n. 93-
J'itch. O. N .. U. S. Senator from Indiana. join, 

in majority report of Muon Com.,~80. 
l'luuIen farm at No. Elba, blred by B. 72. 
PUrt (yacht) SIS. 
1'loycI. John ii .. Sec·l.of War. anonymoUS letter 

to, denounclq B • pian. 410: discredits the 
warniq, 410: publishes tbe letter after the 
raid. 411: 450.470. And lee" Floyd letter." 

"1'10)'4 lotter." authorship aDd motive of. 411. 
And lee Gue, David J. 

I'oboa. B. Alezander. 343.406. 
I'orboa. Bqb. B'. fint acquaintance with, 285: 

hi. antecedents and character. 285: hec:omell 
iDatructor of B'a" volunteer-regular" com· 
panY. 286: hi. MOfltl4l of 1M Pal,",," Vol .. • 
Uer. 286. 298, 313: B becomes susplcioua of· 
blm. 2~i money raieed by him. 287j biB TM 
Dw'J oI_SoId.;'. 297. 208; hiI ueerul_ to 
B of brief duration. 298: diBailreement with 
B as to future operations. 299' denounces the 
" Humanitarlaaa.·· 299: his differences witb B. 
313.314: bl, own pian. 314: abuses B aDd his 
supporten. 317 IIO!QQ.: hi. blackmailinp: oper. 
atlons. 317. 318: postponement of B. pian 
caused by his threats. etc .. 338. 339; quoted, 
467 n.; authorltiell for story of B'. relations 
with blm, 624 n. 49: 291, 293,302,304.337. 
338. 340. 343. 306. 478. 531. Llllers 10 S. 
G. Howe. 313.318; /r0lll Jobo Browza Jr •• 
318. 

I'orboa. John M., blslmpressionsofB. 398.399. 1'_. Jame •• recollections of B'. early life; 
21-23, 25: does not mention B's project of 
aboUsblq alavery. 46. 47. LIller 10 J
Redj)8th. 21-23. 

I'ort Scott (Kanaaa). YOUDII men of. form a 
watcb-guard. 192. 193: attempt to bum, 349; 
3SI: "the only place In Kan ...... here the 
Border Ruffians no ... (April. 1858) abow their 
teeth." 352: attacked by MontllOmery • .)66; 
evil effects of attack on. 366. 367. 

POIter. Abbf Kelle" So and n. 
Foetor. Daniel, 293. 
I'ouke. ebri,tiDe. 442. 
Fo .. ler~ O. S .. phrenolOillst, on B. ao. 
Frank IAslle·. Dlustntocl Paper, 520. 
Frankfort ~.) Yeoman, Quoted. 502. 
PraaldIn (rean_). attacked by Major Abbott, 

:n3; eecond Free State attack on. 230. 231, 
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INDEX 
o.m-Iaa _trIM 01 _____ • DOt K-

ceptab1e to B. 411. 
GuIioR. Geo. B .• a67. 
0utaA. lin. Geo. B •• quoted. CIIIICer1IJaa: COIl

ditlaalill Tabor. 267. a68. 
OQ.IIamIItaR.lettel' from Perldu and Brown. 

511. 
0ti~1 "u.!!'.~ murder of. 181. :115. 
QeirICllaJ uamel C •• 37. 38._41. 
~. Jolla W ... uc:ceeda SIwmoD u Gov. 0' 

ICauu (Sept •• 1856), 234; hIa arrival UBbera 
ill a bettel' era. ass' luues addraa and pro
clamatioDa. 255; onlera dlabandment 01 pro
_very militia and Ol'IlIDbatioD of a DeW body. 
255; equally leVere on pro-alavery murderera 
and Free State maraudera. 255; more and 
more favorable to Free State CRU8I!. 255; 
III Lawrence. with U. S. troo .. under Cooke. 
156. 257; averta pro-alavery attaclt there. 
1511; unJuatly denounced by B. 268k..,,::.a. 
194; hla admiDlKration. 2\14: leaves a 
Free State man. '\14; 254. a63. '64. 277. o-m. pro-aIavery meA 'rom. III 1Cauu. 137. 
131. 

Glbbou fuaIb'. 3a}. 
GlbMa, Col. lou T •• 438. ~. 41'. GIddiD&a.Ja.Iuaa R .. attacbd In majority re-

port of aeon Com .• 58.; 3940 398. 4511, 472. 

~z..u., 10 B. 134; j,tnII B. 131, 
lin. JoUaa R., 3\14. 

GtIaoa, r •• 173. 
Gilbert. &Me. :4+2 n. 
GBeadltea. U. S:_le!,II1le of. laed III Sprln,. 

IeId (1851). so: B ... w::' Advice .. for. 
SO. 51, 5'; object of. 51; aareement and reao
lutiona of. 52. 53; 55. 75. 

ODI. Geo. B •• elected .. Sec'y of the Tnsaurv .. 
at Chatham Convention. 333; and Jim Dan· 
lei.'. atory. 367, 361; III M;.,url raid. 368: 
quoted. 363l 364. 379. 38 •• 389. 680. 682: 
Iiaal partiQlromB. 39On.: hi. defection. 4011: 
328.330.344.353. 364. 370. 380. 381. 385. 
386. 41~ 4J4. 424.510. UlUr8/ro111B,337. 

GIll. Dr. B. C .• 316. lAUn j"". R. ReaIf.330. 
Gilman. CbarI. ~ •• quoted. 254. 
GllD&trIck, 1laIu. elected jud.., of Squattera' 
, Court u" Old Brown." 168. 175. 358. 

Giat1 Gov., of So. Carolina. 567. 
GlaaltoDe. Thomu B .• TM Ea";""a 'aK_ 

Ia. quoted. \I'L: 1711. 
GIupw (110.) Tlme8. 1lIl. 
GlDllcI". J. R,. colored. B d~ hIa piau 

to. 323. 
GIoaCiIter. lin. J, R., colored. 323. 412. 
GoIcl~. R •• 168. 
GoodlD. Joel It. Sec'y of Terrltorlal Exec, 

Com .. 106. and 01 Free State Kac. Com., 
108. 

Gordon. WlUfam. 247. 
Graham, Dr .. 208. 
Graham, 1Ir .• quoted u to B'.Jut day III Jean. 
... 383. 

Grand JIUJ, ~ederal, Indlcta Free State men 
for treaaoa without hearlnl[ wltn_. 14'; 

, recommend. abatement of Free State newa
papen u nulaancea, 143. and demolitioD of 
Free State Hotel. Iq. 

Gnat. CbarI •• IOn of John T. Grant, 173. 
Gnat. Geo. W •• IOD of John T. Grant. and the 

c:aae of Morae. 174. 175; not the myeterioua 
m~r. 175; quoted. 245; 153, 156.160. 

Gnat. B.ar~ C .. IOn of John T. Grant. 156. 160. 
Grant. I. G •• IOn of John T. Grant. 167. 175. 
Gnat. Jolla T,. condeama Potta_tomle raid. 

167; 160. I~:I. 173. 
Gnat. lira. oIIa T., 173. 
Gnnt.1Iu7 ., daullhter of John T. Grant. 81-

4epduaaultof W.Sherman OD, 17 •• 173.175. 
~~L~uoted, 230. Pl* hila Connntlon, 296, 

(IrQ Dr as. 
GiMI.;, rr:nc., qaoted u to G. SmIth, 71. ':lj 

quoted. 95.l.1040 126.147.476. 480i chal __ 
by H. C. rate. 613 Do Ill; 411. 1311il 13110 188. 
'30. a87, 472. 510. ,.."., to S. Co u, 476. 

GrHn, Utnit, JaraeI. commanda marines at 
Harper'. Ferry, 440, 4S!»i lead. attaclt oa en
&IDe houae. 452-454; _ Co,"". of Jolt. B_. quoted. 413; aketch of. 642 Do 61; 
46' n"A7o. 

Green. llllielda. colored decides to 10 with B. 
despite advice 01 F. o;;qIua. 412. 413; III 
Harper'. Ferry party. 414. 418. 421, 431 •. ~lIi 
made prlaoner In eqIne honae. 454; COIlVlCCell 
and aentenced. 569. S7!»j O!RCuted, 570; 
IIketch of, 687; 470. 471, 4110. 571, 57'. 

Gr_. n.- C •• Dlal'or of Cbarleatown .... 
ai&ned u couDleI for B, 483, 484: denounced 
by B and wlthdra ... 4112; aketdlof. 64S n.49; 
490, 4111.._$07, 5.0. 

Gr_, WWIam, empioyed u counael for B be-
fore the Court of Appea\a. 646 n. 75. 

Greenlaw, Wm. P .• 5111 n.6. 
Greu. B. B .• letter to J. H. Holm ... 389. 
GrIriiHII, Joalall B .• bIa warm welcome 01 B. 
_ 386. 387-L390, 
GriawoI', 1Iin.m. aent by D. R. Tilden to uafat 

III B'. defence. 493. 411$; arcuea for defence. 
496; Iaye evidence of B'. luanIty before 
Gov. W1ae. $.07, 508. 

Gnnr. Capt. Joel, at .. Fort .. Titua. 231. 
Groy_.I.~" 380. 
Grow, uaaaalla A •• hIa bill for admlasioll of K.D
.. UDder Topeka C_titutlon puaed bll' 
HoU8l! of ~tatlvea. 226. 

GIl ...... JamID ~ •• 411. 
Gill. Daft, J .• author of Floyd lettel'. 411; .... 

motive III Wl'ltiD& It, 411. 412, 

1tr.:Ii DanIel B .. 5114 n. 12. 
• C. C~ and the aaIe 01 Ell Snyder'. 

claim at Moneka. 356. 357. 
IIaaeratoWD (Md.). 402. 403. 
1IaIDe. Depu.~ SherUl. 215. 
~. AlIa, 348. 354. 375. 
Hale. Jolla p .. u. S, Senator from New Hamp. 

ahlre,339, 
IIaII, Amoa. murdered by Chari .. A. HamI1taa 

and bl. meA. 348. 375, 
RaIl. AutiD, 348. 375. 
~'--WJUJam, kIIIa J. T. Lyle, 295. 
RaIl...,.., ]ley. J....uaJa, 12. 
RaIIocII:. ll ..... II_. 17. 
RaIIocII:. WlUfam B .• guoted. 17. 
BamlMq. vIalted bIB. 61. 
IlamlJton. ebarl.. .. Border Ruftian. bloodll' 

deed 01. 186. 187. 348, 3411. 375i motive for 
bla crime. 3411; authoritl .. for toe atory GI. 
62I1n.3. ' 
~I Col. C, G •• 390. 
_ GIlanIa. at Harper'. Ferry. 444. 

464. 465 • 
IWIIiINi (llo.) 1I ..... r, 1lIl. 
Raa_~, J-. TM S~ 0/ r... ... u 

VWaUy. qnoted, 136; In Kouu JlOIIIIIly. 
153; condemna Pottawatomle murden. 167; 
but later approvea, 167. 170' 175,358. UIUr 
to R. J. HlntOD, .. lS8.i1'- S. Walker. 218. :129. 

Rardlni. CbarI. B .. ~te·. attorney. character 
of. 485. 645 n. 53; .uma up for proeec:ut'-. 
4115; 48-".480.494-

Harperl o.a; KeD.toa. 465. 
HarPer. ~..,., B'. plan to lei .. araenaI 41. 

diJaed to Col. Woociruft III 1854 or 18SS. 54; 
but _mAl" bave been c:onceIved much earlier. 
SS·detallaofplan~. 313:B arrI ..... t. 
JU\Y 3&.185110 403; detalla of attaclt oa. 426 aeqq.; __ hIa force from Kennedy-F_ 
lO, 416. 427; place 1U<bcMn for an attack _ -nrJ' . ....,. 428; tIM! ~ 428, 429. .go; 
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dacrlptloD of the towIl, 421. 410; 1IJItaorable 
Itntealc poUtion. 429; ap~ to. 429; 
..... u.pec\lq of Invuion. 430; rueh of mlUUa 
to. 4~;..conduct of dtbeu of. ~8. 

Barper • 'err'I Bald. UIUIDeI na propoJ" 
tIoDi only becall8e of B'. IUrvival. 471. 472; 
Southern opinion COlICeIlI.iD&. 474-476; itl 
realllipificance. 476. 

Barril. J ....... hiI ltory of the IDnrder of W. 
Sherman. 162-164. 

ilardi. I-I B •• colored .... 331,-413. 
.. Rarrililnlrl." letter to \6OV. WiR 10 8Iped. 

518. 
~.Je~lIl. 
1larrlH!1 WDIiIm •.• aliIII of R.I. HintOD and 

of A. HUlett. 572. 
JIarrieoIm11e (JIo.) Democnlt. quoted. 370. 
Rartf_ (Conn.). 278. 
Rartf_ BveaiQ Prea and the raid. 472. !Ian.,. lam .. A •• COlDmandi abortive expedi. 

tion qainlt Leavenworth. 254; capturea pro
lIavery force at Hickory Point. 2~~j many of 
hla men taken priaoDen by Capt. wOod. 256: 
233. 252. 253. 

Ka_I. Alezander 0 .. 239. 245. 247. 
Kawlda. ReIMa, _ 4_ .-r- adopted by B. 

In 1857.1 2~. 325 and n •• 339. 
~ea. WWIa. and F. J. Merriam. 421. 
BQmaker. Mr .• 27 •. 
Rafaan. Mr. See Hale. 
RUwaril. SIlepbull. colored. Ibot to death by 

B'. raldere. 433. 434; 441. 461. 479. 
Rulett. Albert. In Harper'. Perry party. 414. 

419. 420. 4.10. 439; hi, _pe. 445. 446; cap
tured In Penn •• 446; lpored by B and the 
other prilOnt!rl in the bope of .. villi! hi. Ille. 
5S40 572; attemptl to .. ve him after B'. exe
cution. 573 eeqq.; aecuted. SSo; IIketch of. 
682; 36~ 36p. 4.71. 5540 558 n. 

RelateUI...IfU •• IB9. 257. 
Helper. _ton 1lcnnD. hill.,..,,'.., Cmu. 

..L68. 5B>. 584. 585'. 587. 
"IIeDr7:Y letter to B. 511. 
Herald of l'reed_. 91. 143. 231. 3540 371. 632 

n.71. 
IIJcIdU (or RIcIdIn). Harvey G •• Jim Danlei8·. 

temporary muter, 368; faIa account of B'. 
Miaeouri raid, 368. 

IIIckorr Point, pro-lliavery force at. threatened 
by Lane and captured by Harvey. 256. 

Bleb. GoY •• of Maryland. 524. 
BIaIu. Patrick. firet man WOIIIIded at liar. me'. Ferr)', 432 and n. 

on, Thomaa Wentworth. hiI C1t«rf1ll 
esmo" quoted. 170, 326. 397. 579. SBo, 

595 n. 2J; on Lane'. eloquence, 226; &DIll)' at 
delay In autumn of 1857.303: hi' cnaracterl· 
Atlon of B. 326; hiI memorandum on poIt. 
ponement ofVI11Iinia plan. 340; dllincllned to 
aid B In May. 1859.397; bl. feelllll! on bearin, 
of Harper', Ferry raid, 397' one of the firet 
to move for rescue ofB, 511; hi; tem.,erament 
and prlnclplee. 51 I; appeaie to Mre. Brown to 
Induce B to CODIeDt to rescue, 512, 513; Mr, 
Spooner'. plan to kidnap Gov. WIlt!, SIS; 
after the f2ilure at Harper'. Ferry, 529; reo 
proecbee Dr. Howe, 532; hi. part In attemptl 
to live SteVIDI and Hulett. 573 eeqq.; hiI 
aliaees. 573; 324, 421, 471. 514. 515.517.570. 
ulUr,lo B. 338.397. Dr. Howe. 533. F. B. 
Sanborn. 529; /rorra B. 320. 513. 543, Dr. 
Howe. 532. P. B. Sanbom. 303. 325. 326.3390 
396.530. 

1IIDtUoD. Mn. T. W •• 573. 577. 511. 
JIIIr, 1Ir .. 214, 292. 
RlDCIdIl7. Alede. 413. 
lIIDHaIe .... Abel. 29. 
JIIDton, •• 1 .• bla Join' a-. _fill II. Jln. 

quoted, 17.484.625 n. 97; hilJoumai. quotedl 
aSS; and the attempt to live SteYene IDQ 

Hulett, 571 eeqq.; 175. 301. 336. 351. 413. 
_ 414. 4240 512. 516. 570. 
RoacIIII7. Oeoqe,letter to S. P. Cbue, 517 • 
Roar, B. RockWood. 396. 534. 
Robart. Mn. Danl.,. quoted, II. 
Boden. WIllIe B .• coOperates with Bin ..... 
~ ~ at No. E1ba.73.. UIUr /rorII B. 72. 

Bol1ll'OOa, lam.. J.. 3d Lieut. of Uberty 
Guard. UI. 

HoIJ.uld. t. M., Fr.ww. Doq",": lIN Color" 
OrG/or._Q.uoted.85. 

IIoIman, lin. ~ L .• 591 D. 6 • 
HoImeI.l ...... B .. 234. 236. 238. 239. 240. 243. 

245,241.261.290.29J. UIUr 10 B. 300. 
Boime •• lin .• 172. 
Bolt. J.lh capturea Copeland. 44$. 
~-,-ar .• murder of. 215. . 
1IoPPe. WID., murder of. 181. 215.35 •• 
Boppv famII" 327. 
RoUe crt Reprnenlatl.,.. (U. S.), votes to ad· 

mit neitberWbltfield nor Reeder aI deIepte. 
226; _ Grow biD for adlDlaeion of ICaneu, 
under ToDeka CoDlt •• 226; and rejecte 
Toomba bill. 227; attachea Free Stlte rider to
Army Appropriation biD, which falla of pu. 
l1li. 227: Speakenb.lp contest In 1859""60. 
583.585· _ 

BOward Committee of HOll8e of Repreeentao 
tiVt!I, appointed In Marcb. 1856, to InveIti· 
gate JCaiuIaa lituation. 94 and n .. 100 116 
117. 141, 143. 183; decision of. on ~ GI 
Territorial delegate. 106. 107 and n.; reportII 
of. 107\ 109. 120. 226; their value, and dlecl 
on PUb~:;r:!lon. 107. 

lIcnrard, A •• cbairlDln of Howard C-. 
mittee1 94 D.; and Jolm Sherman. report of. 
qUOteO. 120. 

RoWe, Dr. SamDeJ 0., accused of duplldty and 
prevarication by Adm. Chadwick, 341: and 
the propoeed attack on Charleltown. 517; 
IOt!I to Canada after the raid. 530' hiI self· 
exculpatory card, 531; hiI attitude dleculeed • 
531-533; attacked by Hlulneon. 532; before 
the Muon Com., 532j 2_71.324.325.326.340. 
397,399.484.582. tAIl ... , 10 T. W. HlaID
IOD. 532, H~ ~1I1OD. 341; /rorII H. Forbel, 
313. T. W. HIggIDIoIl. S33. Henry Wi .... 
339. 

IlciJt. DaYid S:LlDllrder of. 18I.- 215. 231. 
BoJt. Oeoqe •.• retained by I.e Barnee to de

fend B. 484: bl. InstructiODI. 484; bl. youth 
aroUlel A. Hunter'. euaplcloDi. 484. 485; hiI 
firet appearance In court. 490; allowed to Kt 
aI couDIIl, 490: uk. for delay. 492; becomea 
lOIe couneel. 493; reinforced by Chilton and 
Grlewold. 493; proceed. with defence, 494. 
495; eubmitl illIidaviti concemin, B'. IDIID' 
Ity to GoY. WIee. SoB' tella B of plan to r<!IICUt! 
him. S12; forced to leave Charieltown.520; 
quoted. concernlJlfl Stevens, 680; 517. 540. 
544. UIUr,Io J. W. Le Barna. 479 n •• 495. 
512. 

Bud80D (Ohio) 9. 
Buflmaater. ~ •• an Inquleltift nelgbbor 01 

Kennedy_Farm. 417, ~18. 419. 
Hub •• lin. 8Uah P •• her Jot. Itt."..., 'oriu quoted. 398. 399. 
BI!&O. Vlc:!wl hie Jolla B_ quoted. 569, 5U. 
.. IflllDaDlranaDII. The," H. Fora'l name frw 

B'. frlendlln Mall .. 299. 
Bamphre,. RaY. Beman. IS. 
B\IIllIIIU'eJ.lleY. Luther. 15. LdI ... /rorIIB. 543. 
BUDD"'!I!bL:' 302. 
BllDt. W :r=S6 • 
BllDtv, Andr_. • roeecutor to try B .• 

442; euapldoU8 HoytP' youtb. 484. 485; hi. 
c:haracter and abiUty. 485; hla conduct of the 
proeecutlon. 485; openiDII addreolll to juryl 
490; and hie 10ft'. Itory of the .bootl~ ar 
Wm. TbomPIOD. 491; acc:ueee B of felpJ~' 
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lUDell to pia time. 4P5; bIs Joll. s,-'. 
Raid quoted. 4P5. 523. 5a5. 5a7; bIs doeiaa 
arl1lment. ~06; and the re.cue __ • 5:n. 
522; maka B'. will. sso; Ketch of, 645 a. 5Si 
4$6. 4PI. 41140 4\)9, sa4. sas. 526. 5a7. 548 aoa 
a .. S'LGo 571.~88. ulms /0 Gov. Wlee. 477; 

. fro,. B. 548. Gov. Letcher. 578. Dr. Peticolas. 
504 a .. GOv. Wlae. 478, 504. 521. Fatber of 

llliater. lIarrJ.deecrlbe. klUiaaof Wm. Tbomp-
eoa bj.' hlmaeIf aod Cbambera. V::.::' 

Rant, R. B .. Sec'y of Natioaal Com •• 
deoiea B'. authority to aiso .. qeut,~6o; 
a7S. a76. l.MUn /0 G. L. Stearoa, a75. E. B, 
WhItJDall, J6o. 

RulCbiop. Job. 175, 
RatclliDMlG" wunam; 307. 373. 374. uu.r /0 

Mra. Hutchl..-. 373. 
B;ratt. TIwldeu. JOKNUIl of l.wi,lIliotu i. 

KGlUlU. 8p n.; Pres. of Natioaal lCaDau 
Com .. a1l7; arreated and reIeued. 58a. 583; 
1I35. 1I87. apS, 

Imboden. Gea. J. D~ 465. 
~ (Mo.) lIeueupr. \)9. 
lIuIi&aa. near Hudsoa, Ohio, P. 13; III 0._. 

tomle nei&!:drbood. 89. 90. 
la&enaII ( a), 328. 
1aiaoitJ'. auaeeted plea of, In B'. famOy. 4811. 

4PO; the whole queetlou dl~. 508-510. 
Iowa, Historical Dept. of, 384. 
1_. III B'a force In Kanaaa. 2J6. 
Imtpnaible CoAfIict, The. Immlaeru:e of. 1IIdI· 

cated by Mr. Spoooec', pIao to kidnap Gov, 
Wlae.~14a27, 586. 

1niDa. w~ bIs Lij_ of WtuA • .,IOII. 
325. 

1Iaab, A. J •• u. S. Di8t. Att'y for Kanaae. up
bolc:II \egaJlty of Sbawaee Leaialature. 100. 

lveraoa. Lleat., 106. 
lveraoa. Alfred, U. S. Seaator from Geoqia. 

s84. 587. 506 a. 4-

jKboa. ADcIrew. Prealdeot of the U. S •• 14. 
AcboD. lira. B. P •• quoted, I$S; 173. 
ac~, Coa&rave. aod 1la1lCbU. G. B. M •• 
their report of the filht at Oaa_tomle. 847. lacboo. PraDcIa, 420. 

aeboa, J.~:.o 525· 
acIaoa. II. v. B.:z lSI, 178. 
acImoa, Patrick -1: •• 271, a74-
acIaoa. Prof. T. J. (U Stonewau "). 583. US. 
556. 

Jacoba. J..... befrlenda J- Brown. 11140 
195. 'amiloa. U Quartennuter General." 301. 

t. J.,hawten," 350, SIJ. 
JIiIr-. Thomu. Prealdeot of the U. S., hll 
N~s "" 1M SIGU of ViT';,,;' quoted, 428; 

fer:... Thomu, B', colored. driver. 72. 
de.- Cit7 llUIaIrer, \19, 1811. 
del'lOn GUrda. tum out at Charlestown, 436 ; 
well led, 437; 438, 465. 

JeoIrlns, Galu. IDdIcted for treuon. I4a, aod 
arrested, 145. 

JeDUison, CIiadeI, Free State leader of an 
armed band. IUIIl a raider 117. 366; III Mil
IOUri raid. 368; 513. 

ferrs a-. Committee, 536. 
olui Brenna Soac. The. 506, 585. 
oIm-. Oltnr. 5lc' oIuIatoD. Lt.·CoI. _ph B., at Lawrence. III 
command of U. . troops, 2S7, 259, 260. 

J-. Rev. BIijah B •• letter from John SIler· 
maD,-S06 u. 

Joa ... R. L •• deecrlbea fee\illl of Free State men 
.. to Pottawatomle murders. 167, 168. loBel. ~oIao, mootinc of, 141. 148. 180. 
_. ohn, colored, 3PO. 
-. e.t. J. P •• 633 D. IS. 

J-. Jolm T. (" Otta_ .'). bIs boue de
~ ag aDd D.; 1S40 165. IPS. 106.207. 
277· I-.IIra. Jolua T .• 85.1. 

_.Jooaa. a76.1I77.~PJ.2P9.388. 
one., Samuel J .• _. and the reacue 01 
Branaoo, 113. 114; appeals to Gov. Shannon, 
114; blamed in report of Howard Com., 120; 
his aIIeaed ianpqe. 120; correspondence 
with RobinsoD and Laoe, 129' dedamI 
treaty of Lawrence violated by Free State 
men. 130; apin In Lawrence, 139; &rreItI 
S. N. Wood, 140; resilted, brinp U. S. troops 
to Lawrence. 140' wholeaale arrests by. 140; 
wounded by J. N. Filer. 140; his death ao· 
nounced by pro-elavery papers. 140; sbootiaa 
of, unfortunate for people of Lawrence. 140. 
141; at burnlnc of Free State Hotel. 146; 124-
145, 179, 180. liS, lpo. 

JOJCG, Barr. bIs Jolla &_'$ Rtaids. quoted. 
368 3611. 

JariiidiCtioa. queatlon of, .. between State aad 
Federal Courtllll matter of the raid. 477.478-

Ead. Job ReDrJ. approves B'. Harper', Feny 
PIaD when &rat broached, 313; secretary 01 
Chatham Convention, 331; elected .. Secre
tary of War " at Chatham Convention, JJJ; 
quoted, 364. 365; In Mi8lOuri raid. 368; at· 
tempt to 1U'reIt. 311; stationed at ChambeD
bUI1l. Pena.. 406. 407; .. a melancboly 
brlaand " accordiaa to A. Ward, 392; urpa 
B to leave Harper's Ferry. 431' hi. ateadfut 
conduct and death. 444, 445; .tch of. 679; 
lIS4. 308 and n .• 31S, 330, 337. J43. 344. 35.1. 
357. 358. 359. J6o. 362. 363, 366. 3740 375. 
37!1. J86, 387. 390. 391. 393. 31140 3P5. 397. 
401. 402, 412, 'l17. 4'9, 420, 427, 4ap. 431. 
SII!' LdJcrs /0 Job ~rown, Jr., 422, N. Y. 
TriInc .. , 362, 363, hIS alater, 3$8; jr-. a. 

_ 397.402.406,408, John Brown, Jr., 413. 
Kaiaer, Chad .. , munfered, 250; 1\19, 2;:0!1!;. J[anu'. evil daya III. 54; objects of 

tion in. 80; Its natural characterlatiCl, 80; 
the a1avery illae In, 80; conditions In, &II _ 
by Job Brown, Jr •• 83; bardahlps of settIen 
III, durilll winter of 1855-1856, 811 and !t.; 
rival partiee In. 114; first election in. dec!aea 
by fraudulent votes of Mi8lOuriaoa, 114;.H. 
Greeley concemlaa proepects in. 95; New 
Eaalaodera eeot to, by Emigrant Aid Sode
tie8, 95' aecond election in. 98 aeqq.; fira 
Terrltoriallec\liature, elected in 1855, ooI1diy 
pro-elavery, \)9; effect of that eiectiOD _ 
aeatiment at the North and in Mi8lOuri, Il9. 
100; meeting of first lecia1ature at Pawnee. 
aod later at Sbawnee. 100; Its voterlln fa_ 
of ezcIudlng all nearoea, 105; two el~ 
for delegate to Congreaa. Oct. 1855, 106; t_ 
hostile IOvemmenti In. 107; Constitution 
framed by Topeka Conventioa ratified by 
people. 107: claimed to be an orpniaed free 
state, 107' Invaded by Miaourlaos poaina u 
Kansu militia, liS, 116; Free State LegiaIa. 
ture memoria1ize1 Coaaresa for admllllioa 
under Topeka CoDlt.. IJ3; pro-alavery men 
from other states la, 137. 131; c:oIoni8tI from 
New Eaaland in. 138; fears of Free State 
sympathizera of rush of aett1ers from South· 
em States, 139; Marshal Donaldson'. pro
clamatlon to Iaw-abldinc cltiaens. 143: ruah 
of coloal ... to, after Lawrence outrage&, 146. 
147; nation'. attention centred on. as reault 
of Lawrence raid, 147; Pottawatomlemurdera 
the moat prolific subject of di8Cll8lll0ll III itl 
history. 148; conditione in 1156 as beariq 
oa reoort to extra-1eaa1 method.. 171 1IeqQ.; 
aeethiaawlth Iaw~ all: la FrelDODt. 
Bucbanao campal~ 226; aod the Howard 
Com. report. aa6; cIlIca ..... 00.111 c:oa.r-
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226; Grow bID, for admlaloa IUIder ToDeka 
Cout., paued by HO\l8e of Repraeatativee, 
236; Toomt. bill, for taJdq c:eDlU ia, etc., 
227; minor warfare ill (Aua. 1856), 234 eeqq.; 
aituatioll iIlteD8ified by B'. defeat, IUld bum
IDa of Oaawatomle, 250 eeqq.; Gov. Geary'. 
ari'hal u.aben ill a better era, 255; Iaa orpD
IzecI MiaouriaD iIlYUion of, 257 eeqq.; peace 
prevaila ia Nov. 1856, 260; deatructioa of Ufe 
and propert)' between Nov. 1855, and Dec. 
1856, 26.4; effect of climate aDd eoil OD poiiti
cal vIewa of aettlen, :165; DO one maD decided 
ita fate, :165, 266; M .... Lealaiature uked to 
approprfate IDOIIeY for Free State cauae ill, 
277; fate of, .. COACenIed ill B'. p1aD8, 284; 
GoY, Walker'. admiDiatratioa. 294, 295; 
1857 a year of quiet and Pl'Olreu, 295; Free 
State aDd pro-eIavery COIIveatloll8 ill that 
year, 295, 296; Free State victory ill electioll 
of Oct. 1857, 306; pea.:e-party illuceadaut III 
autumll of 1857, 306, 307; .Uc:a!811 at polla 
more effective thaD " Beecher'. Bibles," 306, 
307; polley of Free State leaders, 307; cauaea 
of freedom and prosperity of, 307; ill JUDe, 
1858, 346 eeqq.; LecomptOll Coaat. - wltb 
.... very - adopted at fraudulent eIectIoa, 
346; rejected at aecoad e1ectJolI, 346; state 
ollicen c:boaeD, 346' bribe oIfered to, by CoII
~,In Eqlilh bili, 347; Lecomptoll Coaat. 
finally rejected, 34.7;.-aJ oflawletlllllellll ill 
S. E. counties, 3411; B'. deacription of colldl
tloll8 in tboae couutiea la July aDd AUI. 1858, 
354; Lealaiature of, aDd B's M_ud raid, 
377; B'. preaeace ill 18511 a cauae of exclte
ment and .trife, 378; peace restored wben be 
bad left tile Territory, 379; IcaWative act of 
amueaty for certala crimes, 379; enjOya peace 
and quiet thereafter uutil tbe Civil War, 379. 
ADd ace Free State, Lawrence, Lecompton 
Couatitutioa, Potta_tomle Creek, Pro-oIav
cry, Shawnee Lealslature, ToDeka CoIlItitu
tioaaJ ConveatiOD. 

Euaa-Kebraalra AA:t (1854), 75, 711, 80, 5117, 
Jt-. I'ree State, 122, 143. 
Kauu Blatodcal8oclet)', collectlou of, 174-
.. Kauu Lean," 112, 113. 
Jt-.IIIUltJa, Atc:hIaoIl'. army poaea u, 150; 

oraaabatioa of, ordered by Pres. PIerce, 251; 
dlabanded by order of Gov. Geary, 2Ssi DeW 
QrIIIIIIaatiOll of, to be mutered IDto aerYlCe of 
U. S., 255. 

Kauu PIoaeer, ac:ceII8OIl' before tile fact to 
murder of Reese P. BI'OWIl, 129. 

"Kauu RalIIau," compared w1tb Border 
Rulliall8, 264. 

Kauu Weeld7 Herald, quoted COIIcemial pro
.... very triumph III 1854, 95, 157, 169, 190. 

KaI!P, ~ 575. 
l:ellOU, Geaqe, RJmt of New Eqlaad WooleD 

Co"lo. LdUr frOttI B, 31. 
l:aII7. . W, B., tbraIhed for boIdIq aboIItioD 

vlews,110. 
I:_per, Gn. J ..... L .• quoted. 566. 
lteIlDed" Dr .. 1l reata farm of, near Harper'. 

Ferry, 4~1. 
1: .... ,. IIar7 V •• -.-led to Jalua E. Cook. 

4011,611. 
l:eiuledJ W-, reated by B. deac:rlptioa 01, 

404; B'I fotte of 21 men-at-enu at. ill Aua. 
1859, 414, 415; dai1y life at, deac:rIbed b,. 
Mre. Allale Brown Ada_, 416-410; all B'. 
correspondence left tbere. 467. 

Kaat (Ohio), 27. 
I:eat, lIanIa, quoted .. to B'. c:bancter.II; 

27, sS, 
I:eat, Z_, B'I partner at Fraaldia Mi1II, 27, 

28. LdUr Jrora, 26. 
I:Ibbey, Lacfu, hie IdIIIaa of Davie DO& a po

IItJea1 crime, r09, 
~ ....... lap, I ..... .,,.160, 

J:Ieu, ~ L., deIcrIbeI the .. BaUIe of 
tile SpureJ : 38r, a82. 

l:llboanut,.-r .. 196. 
1Qac, CJrarIe.!, 2~0. 
1:Iai, "v, A. D., recau. B'. table-taJt, 298. 

299; and B'I request for a tha.akIcIvlDa aer
vice at Tabor, 384. 385. 

J:Iq BrotIaen, ~ atored ill tbeIr WIII'e-I1IOm8o 
343· 

J:IiUIilIrd, Tbomu II .. 333. 
I:Irkwood, Samuel J .• Gov. of Iowa, quoted. 

f!?iuI6l• 1:1 er, A. II., temporarily ill charae of 
arMDaI at Harper'l Ferry, 435,4311. 

Ladd, Bea,I, W •• letter from PerkIae and Browa. 
60_ 

LalQ"ette, Maraala de, p1eta1 preaeated to Geo. 
Wuhlaatoll 6y, 431. 

Laue, J- H., chaJrmaa of a conventiOll ill 
Lawreac:e. 103; jalu Free SoIIera, 103; (Ohalr
maD of ToDeka Coast. CoIIV., lOS; at Bia 
Spriap Coav., 106; early attitude on aearo 
queatioa, 106; chaJrmaa of Free State ERc. 
Com., 108; rival of C. Roblll8OlI, 108; refused 
leave to act .. couaael for McCrea, 109; ad
d.- meetilll at Lawrence after treaty 01 
peace 113; adclrellllea meetllll of DI'Qo4Iavery 
ca;;Ia8 at Franklin, 124; authoriaed by 
Shaauoll to ~ JIe8.Ce at Lawreace, 125; 
elected J)I'OYI8IoaaJIy U. S. Senator by Free 
State Lealalature, 132; iIldlcted for treuon, 
li2; eac:apea arrest, 143; 8IIId to heve 1118p1rec; 
B. Pottawatomle ex~ltioa, 183, 184; hie 
Free State" C81'8V1Ul,' 223; at Nebraska Cit,. 
wltb hie C81'8V1Ul, 22S; _mes a11u of Cook, 
225; .peech at Chlca,co, 225, 2:16; hie e1o
quence deacrlbed by T. W. HiaiDaon, 226; 
leaftl Nebraalra City for Lawreace wltb • 
aDd S. Walker, 228; reaches Lawrellce alone. 
:::ill:tb s. Walker makes deruoaatratioL 

Lecomptoa aDd elfecta refeaae 01 
prieoaera, 252; muraa to Lawrence, 252; mea
aase from, recau. expedition qaiaat Leaven
wortbl 154i leavee (or Nebraska OD Geary'. 
arrival, 1,0; projected aieae of pro-aiavery 
meA at HIckory Polat abaadoaed, 256; aaaJD 
ill ICaIIIu 291; presides over Topeka Coa
ventioaa, JUDe and "~,!;,.~~S7, 295, 296;dftl_ 
B'. preaeuc:e ill 300; appoillta B 
"brqadler-aeaeraJ," 301; and B'B MleIOurt 
rald,370, 371; 121, 1211, 140, 229, 231,233. 
235 D., 239, 2SS,262, 165, 266,296,297,301, J:!i i46, 514. LdUrs 10 B, 300, 301, 304; 

LUae, &i~:t f~' t.eetifiea ia 1898 as to B'I 
lUOvemeata ea""'" to Kaneu ill 1855,85: 
hie Pi/ly Yan ,Jr.4.., of AD"" ."" S~ 
C"""'.)', 5113 a. 32; 597 II. 14. 

Luue, Job, bIa .... ves Uberated by 8 ill Kia-
eoud raid, J60. 

~u!oba B .. -369, 
La • Patrlct, Ihoota S. CoIIIIII, 112, r 13. 
Law-aacl-Ordar Part)', formed by prv-slaYerJ' 

mea, 108; addreu coacemlnl Potta_tolllle 
m~92; meetilll of protest, 192; ap-
poiDta Iaace committee, 192; 212. 

La_ ( ), Free State COIIventiOD at, 
91; radical meetllll et, Aug. 1855, 91; COli
ventlou of FreeSoilera at,JUDe to AUK •• 18ss. 
102. 103; tbe reacue of Braaaoll by cltizeaa of, 
and Ita coaaequ_, 113 eeqq.; Committee. 
01 Safety formed, 113, 114; tbreateaed bJ' 
pnHiavery fon:ee, 114; Dumber 01 troops _ 
_bled aaaJnet, 116' appeala to all Free 
State men to come to her rescue, 118; opera
tIou for relief of, 118-120; end of 11_ of. 
110; opea-aJr meetlap, 1I3j terms of treaty. 
113; treatJ' of, aa:epted by oocb partIea, 124: 
~ aI. Iatnaeted to Laue aDd 1I.oIIi8-
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_ by ItratqeaI. 125: treaty 01 ... IJ1.Iac.d 
pact. 126; lavuioa 01. ~ la report 
01 Howard Com .. 12D; cltlRu DI. COGdema 
ebootiaa of Joaea. to DO dect. 140. 141: pro
llavery appeala for her deltruA:doa. 141 : 
movement o( force under Doaa1deoa qaIaIt. 
144. 145: committee 01 cltizeDa offer lubmia
llioa. aDd lurreader their anna, 145: belpl_ 
_ of ber c1tlzeaa. 146: deltructloa of a~ 
paper oflic:ee aDd Free State Hotel. 146: laCk 
01. lao. deacribecl by S. C. Pomeroy. 182: 
IOUrces for atory DI laCk of. 607 a. 100: 
threatened by prcHlavery force. 257 eeqq.: 
R. J. Hiaton coDCel'1lin. coaditloaa at. 251j 
fortl6catlona of. 2SB: defence DI. In baaIb 01 
Maj. Abbott aDd Capt. CracldIn. 2SBj ~ttack 
on. averted by Gov. Geary aDd ,",.-CoI. 
Cooke.259. 

Lawrence .... A •• &rat Impftllliona of B, 273j 
calla him the "MUs Standlab of JCanau,' 
273: hli admlratloa for B cool, 400: hi' 
diary quoted, 400: 279. 211. 291. i.iii.; 10 B. 
2ao: fiorr! B. 2.79. 

Lawrence. Wm. R .• 2ao. 
Lawrence Repahllcaa. 364. 365. 370. 480. 
Lawrence'" Stab •• " J. B. Abbott', compuy. 

reiafon:ea B at Black Jack. 208. 
La Bam ... J. W •• retaina G. H. Hoyt to defend 

B. 4B4; amoq the fint to plaa n!lICue of B. 
511: and the Spooner plan to Iddnap Wlae. 
SIS eeqq.; aDd the prollQleCl attack on CharI_ 
town. 516. 517; and the attempt to .. ve 
Stevena and Hulett. 574; 512. 515. 521.1.570. 
UU., 10 T. W. Hialaeoa. SIS: froa \i. H. 
Hoyt~ 471/ a .. 495. 512. 

J.eur ...... 8berIdaa. la B', Harper', Ferry 
party. 415. 421. 431: btl death. 445: Iketch 
of. 68$._ _ 
Leather~' BaDIr 01 New York. 37. 
Leanaworth. vote of. DOt counted In vote ratl

fylll8 Topeka CODlt .. 107. 108; pubUc meet-
Ina: at. applaud. outrap on W. PbIlIIPS. Jlo: 
dilturbance. at. In Jan. IBS6. 121. 129: pro
Ilavery mayor prohlbltl election under To
peka Const.. 121; e1ectlon adjourned to 
Euton. 12B: murder of R_ P. BI'OWD. 129: 
DeWII of Pottawatomle murder. at. 192: Free 
State expedition apID1t. under Harvey. 254. 
recalled by Lane. 254. 

Leavenworth Berald. 110. 116. 129. 230. 370. 
Leaftaworth TIm.. " Battle of the Spun" 

dMCribecl la 3B2. 313. 
LeaYltt. Re~. loUaa. Introduce. Huah Forbs 

to B. 285' 31B. 
Lecompte. S. D .. Chief ]ulltlce of JCanau Ter

ritory. upbolda legality of Shawnee Lesllla
ture. 100j aDd the trial of McCrea for the 
murder 01 Clark. 109' hII pro-lla very charge 
to Grand Jury after Fottawatomle. 142: hi, 
DOvel definition of conltruct.lve trealOa. 142. 

Lecomptoa Conatltutloa. elavery qUeitlon. how 
alfected by. 346: two electloas oa adoptloa of. 
346: e1ectloa 01 officer. under. 346' la Con
~ 347: rejected at e1ectloa Oi Au •• 2. 
I B51. 347: 296. 306. 35 I. 

LecoiD.pton eoa.tItutiODlI CoaftDtioa. In pro
elavery hand •• 296: 306. 307. 

Lecompton Ualoa. and the Potta_tomle mor
dere.I99. 

Lae. Col. Robert B •• lent to Harper'. Ferry to 
command all tbe forces there. 450: preparee 
to attack at dayll.bt. 450: bl. orden PI de
tailed by Stuart. 450. 451; executloa 01 hi. 

. DIan. 451 eeqq.: at the Interview followla8 
B'I capture. 456 eeqq .. 463. 464; In Harper'. 
Ferry (or execution 01 B. 523: 470. 555. 

La_a. WiIJIaJa B.. Indlecreet letter to hli 
mother. 1,08' clmrmataacs of btl death. 440: 
Iketch 0 • 685; 3oB. 31" 329. 330. 33'1, 343. 
3440 414. 419, 437. 

I.qate. J- Jr •• I~ 175. 
LaIiIIart. ChIrI... wtoqfuJ1y eupected 01 

IbootIa& SherIff Jons. 140: at_pte to ef
feet eacape of COOk aacI Coppoc. 571. 5721 
lketch of. ~5 n. 46: 142. US. :116.414. 

r-u.t. O. B •• 232. 
Letcher. John. Go .... 01 Vlqlala. S7~:wuaedol 

attempt to reecue Stevena aacI Hulett, 578. 
uu., 10 A. Hunter. 571. 

Lawla. A. B •• deepatch to Faa1lmer aacI Bot~ 
506. 
~ (110.) ...... 117. lBo. 
U ....... The. B', acquaintance with. 49: 18-

_ Pottawatomle murclerl, 191; ad the 
raid. 473: 501. 583. 599 a. 50. 

Ubert;J (Mo.). armI atoIea from U. S. armory 
there by MllIOuriana 1n9lld11lll ICaaeu, II 7. 

Llbert;J Guardl. B'I company 01 JCanau mili· 
tIa eo-caIIed. 121: mUllter-nal1. I:n: their 
Ieacth DI eervIce. lin. 122. 
LI~ PIa"-. 96. 
Lieber. haDcIa.letter to Dr. H. DrWer.564. 
LImerIcI!:. w .. quoted. 240, 241. LMUr 10 om. 

Sbleldl 140. 
LIacoIa. Ibn1wa. quoted. 564: _laRled for 

Preeident. aDd elected. 585. 
LIacoIa" LaYI. ex-Gov. DI M ..... 563. 
Little. J.' B .• killed In attack on Fort Scott. 366. 
1oodP. John B .. 2ao. 
~ J. W •• colored. 323. 317. 328. 
LoDdoa. B', vlllit to. 61. 63. 
Lwdoa T1mee.A15 n"!ar.:B. 
1-oacfeU-, B. W •• hi. quoted, 563. 
LoaPtnet. J-. LInt. .. myth coac:ena-
_ Iq. 2~4a. 
LM40a BeiahtJI. 421. 429. 
LcweJoJG~ P .• 51.594 a. 13· 
~. _P',I,140 • 
J-t7. M. B •• vlllitl" ill jan. $46. 
LaeUI Judp. C20, 
" LIm_ JIm." 519. 
LaU:. lin ..... B'I mother-In-lawaadllaale-

keeper. II. 
Laak, Dianthe. See Brown. Dianthe CLa*). 
LaaII:. M,!I~I~" brother-In-law. r.9. 
Lather. aanua, 510. 
LJle. Jame. T .• killed byHal1er. 295. 
L1DCIa law. wheajUlltlfiablyreeorted to. 171. 111. 

IIcCl ...... Gen. B .• report oa the umieI 01 
Europe. 31-'. 

lIeCle\laJl. B. B .. Lif. ,.." C/Ja1lOictU qf J • .. B. S,_, quoted. 450. 451. 
IIcClarel ..... 1: .• 421. 
MeClan • Mlpdne. $94 a. u. 
IIcCrea. Cole. c\laJ'ged with murder of Clark. 

lOll: treatment of. by Chief Juet.lce Le. 
compte ..... lOll: indicted aacI eecapeI. 1091.110. 

McCrea-\0J8rk hom1clde. of marked _tical 
elSlficaace. ICI9. 

Me SIaerIII. 349. 364. 365. 
McDow. . C •• 16B. 
IIcPulaacl. R ..... Mr .. letter from B. S440 545. 
McDnlae. M-. .. 137. 
McIatolh, Lieut. Jam ... IUpporti Sberiff J

with U. S. trooPS. 140; c:oIIceroIaI ~ 
In Kanau. 214: 197. 

McI:Jm~ J. MWer. 513. 54110 561. $62. 
Mace. J.lf .. 1hoot11lll 01,141. 
lIan.,. John B .. 171. 
ManN. PoIndellter. I'Z~. 
MaaaIu. a ..... J-'t II .. s60. 
Maae8eId. Jam_.&. ~5~ ~cf a. 
.. MuaaaI f:l the ~ Val ........ tnaIIIa • 

tloa by H. Forbee. 286. 298. 
JIaraIa d .. CJIIIM. 149. 196.229, 235. 236. 23110 

244. 247. 2.!9. 
JIaraIa del \."7 ........... 116.187.354-

,U5.37S. Aad Bee Hamilton. Cbarlee A. 
~ JIaraIa"CJpe.La,"by J.G. WhlttJ.-.MOo 
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KaraJ. d. enn. 21nr. 101. 
Karc,. W. L.:~·l' of State. 255. 
.. Jlaii08 JWl .. ," 149. ISO. 
KartiD. Beary. alias of WoataoJDerY. 573. 576. 
KartiD. Bach. 360. 
Jlutlubu" compalQ". at Harper'. Ferry. 443; 

cuts off B. only aVeDue of -=ape. 443. 
MUJ'1aDd Be~ts. 428. 429. 
JIuOa. Dr.,jall-physlclan. 489. 495. 
~. J. w .. u. S. Senator from VlridDla. bl. 

questiona to B In the Interview followiDa: hi. 
capture. 457 eeqQ.; Quoted. 469; cbalrman of 
Inveetipting committee of U. S. Senate. 478; 
ad F. B. Sanborn. 533; and G. L. StearD8. 
$34; presents majority repoR of hie comlalt· 
tee. 580; 456. 470. 50S n .• 529. 566. 

lluo8 Committee. F. B. Sanborn's testimoay 
before. 533; and G. L. Stearna· •• 534. 535; 
Its aeasJODS. 580; repone of majority. 5Bo. 
581-583. and mlnooty. 5Bo. 581; 182. 331. 

~ ~342. 359. 399. 409. 
lluucbaaetts and the Anthoay BUrDa cue. 

384. 
llauacbaaetta Arms Co .... 1Ia revolvers to G. 

L. Stearaa. for B. 289; 341. 
M_bu.etts "anIU COmmittee. votes to 

live B 200 riftes previously sent to Tabor. 
Iowa. 274. 275; controversy .. to arms and 
moner.' 341-343; 8ttused of duplicity. 341; 
Its de ence. 3_-t2; its affairs coofuaed with tboee 
of National Kan3aS Com .. 360. 361; a:n. a71. 
a79. 289. 317. 33<1._340. 359. 

llaAacbuutta LeliSlatuJe. uraed to as:&r::.~' 
ate SI00.000 for Free State ca_lu • 
a77; B before Committee on Federal Rela· 
tiona. a71~ refuses appropriation. a78. 

--.oit B_. Chicaao. color-line drawn at. 
329. 

IIiUuolt S-e. Springfield. B a weIoome vt. 
ltor at. 27S' a8a. 284. 

Mauahu..,!}. B. M. See Jacbon. Conarave. 
MUlleIn. william. 312. 315. 316. 3a8. 
Ma,. Samuel 1 .. S5. 
Ma1ft_er Compan,. I. 19. 
lleaar,. Gov. Samuel. prejudiced qainat Free 

State leaders by MontlOmery·. attack on 
FoR Scott. 366. 367; applies for U. S. troops. 
and for arms for KanUa militia. 367; hie ac· 
tion on B'. MllIOuri raid. 376. 377; 364. 370. 
3?':.i.?J;V378. 379. 3S1. 

lie • O. G .• Quoted. 567. 
II_dum Book. No.2. B'. (la Boeton Pub

lic Library). Quoted. 53. 
Mendenhall. Richard. 134. 
lIeriam. FrancIa J .• joina B at ChambenbUfi. 

and .upplies him with funda. 412. 420. 'l21 ; 
bl. character and antecedents. 42 I; at Hal· 
per'l Ferry. 421; left to guard arms at Kea· 
aedy Farm. 421. 426; hie arrival removes lut 
obatacle to maldnl attack. 423; hi. final_ 
cape. 471; sketch of. 685; 415. 446. 468 • 

.. Meridenae... See Maral. del CYlDei. 
II_Dler. tbe. who broUlht news to "Pot. 

ta_toml .. • .. camp of threats apinet Free 
State .. ttlers. his Identity. or actuality. dl .. 
puted. 175. 176; probably DOa-exiateat. 176. 
177. 

Mettera1cb. Col. RIcbard. 575. 579. 
lIeDlea. Peter Wooter nA tier. maternal an· 

cestor of B. IS. 
Medeaa War. Sg. 79. 
IIld41e We.t. difficulties of Pm-iDi la. I. 

early 19th century. S. 9. 
lIDIer&. Col. C. D .• G. Smith'. IOn-ln-Iaw. 535. 
IIDI •• lIenJ .. master-armorer at Harper'. Ferry. 

!!,prisoner. 439. 455. 
1l1Da. RH. Gideon. B'. maternal crat-crand. 

father. 15. 
JID1a. LInt. 014_ •• '. _terDaI lP"IUldfatber. 

15. 

JIIII8, LacIaa. aao. aa2. 213. 
JIWa. Owen. 30. 
JIWa. Peter. SOD of Peter van der Meulea. and 

B'. maternal crat-crat-craDdfather. 15. 
JID1a. Ruth. descent of. IS: muriel Owen 

Ikowa. II. And ... Brown. Ruth (Willa). 
JIWa. Ruth (Humphre,) •• '. maternallI"and-

mother. 15. 
JIWa. Lt.-Col. 8. 8 .. 467. 
111M. Spaniab leader of l1lerrlllu, 53. 
lllaOari. crucial position of. 8'!j her relatioD to 

Kanau controver.y. 83; meet of Kanau 
electloa of 1855 on IOberer elements. 99; B'. 
raid Into. 367 eeqq.; Its deplorable reaulta. 
370 aeqQ.; IIOverDOf 08en reward fOl: B's 
arreet -l7I. _ 

lliUGGd ~. repeal of. 79. 
JIluourl DemOcu.t. 99. 382. 
~ 219er. blockaded by MlaaourIana 

qalnat Lane'. Free State force. 225. 
JIiUouriau. armed. at OIa_tomie. 90; fraad

alent votes cast by. In Kanau election of 
1854. 94; and New England emlcrantl to 
Kanau. 96' their preparations for the eecond 
e1ectloa In ~. 9S. and easy trlumpb. 91. 
99; posInl 18 Kanau mlUtla. 115. 116. 123. 
124: refrain from votiOl In election uader 
Topeka Cooat •• except In Leavenworth. 128; 
In camp at Black Jack. 200; raided at Frank· 

:~~~=~~e:t::=c.:5~~ 
by Geary and Cooke. 259; diabaDdment of 
AtchIaoa's army a fatal blow to tbeIr hopes, 
261. 

JIItcbelil Prof. Onnab, II .. 563. 
Mitcbe • Col. R. R .. 349. 365. 
IIltchell. W ...... hie HflJDrie Li •• quoted. 356. 

357· 
MobUe Tribune. a3J~. 
lIotIet. Chari. W .• euapected of writiOl 

.. Floyd letter," 411; JOB. 330. 344. 406. 409. 
Monelra (Kanaas). Bat. 353. 354. 
Monroe. S .• all .. used by B In 1859. 40a. 
lIontaome". Jam ... one of the moat Interest-

101 filurea of the border warfare. 3$0; hi. 
Civil War record. 350. 351; hia exploits In 
!Can .... 351; a border chieftain after B's own 
heart. 35a; In touch with B. 353.~attemPted 
aeaaeelnatioD of. 363; hie raid on Jean • 
.... 364; the plot to capture him and .365; 
at Sugar Mound meetlnll. 365. 366; attacks 
Fort Scott. In violation of qreement adopted 
by that meeting. 366; hi. reuoa for ... umlOl 
leaderahlp of this exploit. 367; reward offered 
for bls arrest, 371; writes to Lawrence lU· ,.';,0 •. 377; surrenders. 377; '-U la 
church at Lawrence. 377; hl.effone (or peace. 
378; T. W. HllI&lDIOa COnc:emlOl. 573i inter· 
ested in attempt to eave Steveoa ana Hu· 
lett. 573 eeqQ.; hie daring venture In that 
cause. 577. 57S; 179. IBo. 187,349.362.370. 
373.J74.37S~376)377.379.S14' 

MDDtlom!IfJ. lin. ames, 350. 
M_. Mr •• a preacher. aOI. 202. a08. 
11_. Ell. murderer. 352. 
IIORJ'. J~ B. 246. 
Morpn. ShDbel. aliu ... umed by B on hla1aat 

vilit to Kan .... 345. 352 aeqq.; artlclea of 
_ment and roster of hie company. 666. 
667. 

MOI"PIl. W"alliam. murder of. 26. 
lIorae. 1Ir .. ill·treated by WlIIdnaoa. DoyIs. 

and Sherman. 174. 175. 
lIorae. lira. Emma Wattl ... deacrlbea B'. re

turn after WiIIOuri raid. 371. 37aLct.crtbea 
ODe of hi. narrow -=apea. 621 n. 110. 

lIorae. O. B .• hi. A".".,,. lUuu of JoA. 
BrotII1I 656 a. 62. 

lIortoa. Edwin. 320. 32:1. 535. 
Mott. LacreCia. SO a .. 510. $4lI. 
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1I_.lRe .... W. C .• colonel. praldeatal Cbat-

bam U)nvention • .l.ll. 
1II,...B~54. 
MY ... lira. 1IeIII7. 54. 

NapoI_ I. Ufe of. IUDOII& boob which iDllll' 
enced B. 16. 325. 

Napol_ III. 564. 
Natioaal Democnatlc Partr ID KaaIu. abortive 

attempt to form. 102. 
Nadow Eauu c-mittee. of'llBDiRd at Buf· 

falo. 227; work of. 227; meetinglD New York. 
Jan. 24. 1857. 275; controvenlY COIlCeming 
riflea. 275; votee B S5000 for defeaaive mea· 
• urea. 276; cbarled by B with bad faith. 276; 
ita aIIaln confuaed with thoee of M_. Kan· 
au Com .• 360, 361; B'a requlliition on. for 
outfit for volunteer-reeulan, 664 aeqq.; 269. 
294. 298. 317. 342. 357. 359. 360, 388. 319. 
581. 

Nadoaal RepahUcaa P&rt7. orpni2ed at Pitta
burg, 132' 147. 

Nehraab dt)', Lane'. caravan at. 225. 
Nepoes. B'. plan for their education. 44; de

nounced by B In S/JMbo'$ MUI4Ite. for their 
" auplnen_ " in face of wrons. 50; B founda 
U. S. Leque of Glleaditea In their Interest. 
50,51; llisnaturea of, to B'. agreementaad Fe
aolutlona. 52; B '. counael to thoae ID No. 
Elba. 7.!; aaaiated by B. 73; their settlement 
at No. l!.lba not a.ucceaa, 73;advlaed byB to 
realat Fulitlve Slave Law, 75; In Canada, 327. 
328; In B'. party at Chatham. 330. 331; sisal· 
fic:ance of Chatham Convention to. 333 • .l.l:t; 
no uprisins amone them Induced by B. 
Harper'a Ferry raid. 468, 469; B'8 DeIII'O fol· 
lowen could not be convicted of treason. 570. 

Nepoes, free. two conventions of Free State 
party In Kanaaa vote to exclude. 104. 105; 
excluded by popular vote. 105. 

New BIIIiand. recosnlzee distinction betwem 
" butcliery " and" killins." 264. 265. 

New Bqland BlIliIradon SOc1et)' 101. 227. 
New Bolland WoOleD Co •• and B'. misuse of 

money advanced. 30. 
New Baliaad .. ID Eauu. epltheta applied 

to. 96. 
New Georlia. pro-elavery settlemeot at. brakeD 

uP. 229. 
N.w B ....... auppresalon of ac:hoola for nesroea 

ID. ~; colony from. In Kanaaa, 138; 278. 
New I.ac,. ateamboat. 81. 
New Orl_B ... 14. 
New Yort. law of. conceralDS IDdJctmeota like 

B'a. 494 n. 
New Yen Abead-Zelt1lllg. 474-
New yort Cit)'. union meetins in. 563. 
New yort B ... eDiaa POIt. 350. 
New Yort Ben1d,.~port of .. Interview" be

tweeD B. Gov. wlae. and othen. In lasue of 
Oct. 21. 1859.456-463; H. Forha In. 467; at
tacb Gemt Smith ana Seward. 472; quoted. 
493.493.535; 125.480.486.501.518 a.. 568. 
sla._ 

New York 1ad.,..deDt. 285.318. 
New yort Joaraal of Commerce. quoted. 501. 
New Yort Obaernr. 501. 
New York Tim ... quoted concerains maltreat. 

ment of Juon Brown and John. Jr. u priaou
era. 196; conc:eming rel_ of John. Jr~ 254-
255;' 230u173. 

New :lork TribaDe. aimed at by pmal code of 
Shawnee Lelialature. 92; Black ] ack affair 
dlocusaed ID. 203; publishea B's account of 
Black Jack affair. 204-307i quoted. 378. 488; 
and the attack OIl Harper. Ferry. 472; mia
takeo editorial commeat of. 631 D. 42; 49. 93. 
o.~. 96. 113. 126. 129. 137. 138. 139. 172. 174. 
175. 179. 102. 107. 199. 213. 220. 234. 235. 
3440 28S. 287. 480. 490. 518. 520, 548 D .. 570. 

NewllJ. DaaprleI4. ID .'. HarpeI'·. Ferry 
party. 415. 419; kiUed by R. B. WaahIqtoa. 
439: the lirat of the raiders to die. 431); hill 
~ ~.wlth ahoc:kiq IDdJsnIty. 430; 

Nicolu Ud Bu~kif!.!!.f LiIuDl •• 326. 
.. Nobf. S- of..........,.. The." 519. 
Nania. Iporaa.ce ID. of demoralizatloa and la ... • 

1 __ of Free State mea. 265' opIafoa ill. 
uafavorablyallected by B'. 8~y trial. 470. 
480; predlcameat of B'I IUpportera ID. u_ 
the failure at Harper's Ferry. 528 aeqq.; out· 
bunt of feeliJls in. after B'. esecutioa. 559. 

Nania BIb&, nesro settlemeot ID AdJroadackl. 
67; viaited by B. 71; .', lint settiemeat at • 
72; aettlera diapleaaed by arrival of D"IIIOe8. 
73; why Deem settlemeot there .... not a 
aucxea. 73; B', _d home at, 76. 

NOC'tbera preu. attitude of, toward raids com· 
mitted by Free State meo and by pro-elavery 
meo ID Kansu. 212; isnorea Free State out-
~.264. , 

Nllte. ae .... BpbraIm. 315. 255. 

OberUa CoIl .... OweD BI'OWIl • IIIpporter and 
trustee of. 15; B's nesotlatlODll with trustees 
of. concerning purchaae of real estate ID Vir· 
I[inla. 31-33. 

O·Conor. Chari ... 563. 
Ohio, earl)/' settiemeot. 8. 9; wild anImaJ8 ID. 9. 
Oblo aad PeaDs"nala CaaaI. 27. 
.. Old OIIawatoaii. Brown." Dame by ... hich B 

.... knOWll uter battle of Osawatomie, 244. 
011...... lIordeeal. member of Congreaa from 

Mlsaouri. on Howard Com .. 94 n.; quoted 
conceminJ( A. Wilkinson. 156' char&es Free 
State leaden with .... pirins B', Pottawato
mie espeditlon. 183.184; filea report of mino· 
rity of Howard Com •• 236; 161. 191. 

0raiDi. his attempt on Louis Napol_ COID
pared by A. Uncoln to B', raid. 564-

OIiawatoaiie. Rev. S. L. Adair settles at, 79; .', 
aona settle at. 81; B arrives at. 88; condition 
of Brown settlemeat. In freezins weather. 88; 
ftrst bripde of Kanaaa volunteera enroUed at. 
121: election of Jan. 1856. 130; settlera' meet· 
IDS. 134- 135; public _ettns at, condemns 
Pottawatomie murden. 168. 169; no Idlliap 
and but five definite pro-elavery offeacea ID 
neisbborhood prior to those murden, 171. 
172i plllased by, Whitfield'. mea. 212. 213: 
.. relP of terror • ID. 214; B and Free State 
meo at, Aus. 29. 1856. 1139. 240; attack oa. 
241; deatroyed uter battle. 246; aoureel for 
ltory of the battle. 619 n. 50. 

OIIawlr ... raided by A. D. Steveu, 254-
Ottawa ID4laaa. 9. 133. 
Ottawa J-. See Jonee. J. T. 
Otteacloifer. 0awel4. 575. 
o...iatt. BIIDIID, ~7. 28. 33. 37-39. 
o...iatt, Onoa. II.. 17. 
OweD. 1Ir •• 380. 

Packer. WlIIiam W •• Gov. of Pmnaylvuda, 524 
Palatei'. Jolm B •• 312. 316. 319. 
PalmJft, Battl. 01. B'. Dame for Black Jack 

fililt 204. 
Paora·'Kanaaa). 103. 194. 
.. Pmnels ": the Marais dee Cypea _. 

contruted with B', Mlsaouri raid. bF B. 375. 
~ 376. 
Parle (France). B', vlalt to 61. 
ParIs (KaaIu). raided by II and lloataomerF. 
3~. 

Pam (110.) liarcDr)'. 99. 
Perk .... Lab ... murd« of. 115. 
Parker. Natballlel. 253. 
Parker. Jadp Richard, presides at trial aI • 

and Other ralden. 476. 479 aeqll.; reriew8 tile 
trial ia 1888 (St. Louia Globt-o.-tII). "'Ie 
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412; hIa Impartiality and jucUc:IaI !Pirlt. 482; 
charce- lrand jury. 488; denies B. reqUeR 
for delay. 489: reflUla to delay trial on ac
count of chianae of counael. 493. 494: deales 
motioG to require pra.cutlexa to elect. 494 
and n.: hIa deci8lona upheld by Court of Ap
peaIa. 494; denies motIoa for arreet of judI
meat. 497; proaouncea ..... teace of death. 
499; _etcb of. 644 n. 36; 4840 485. 490. 492. 
521. 546. 588. 

Puker. Ru. 'lbeodon. hIa attitude toward B. 
272; hIa Jolt,. &_.·s &Pldilio1l. quoted. 
519; after the failure at Harper'. Ferry. 5'9; 
quoted. 564; 269. 271. 273. 27t:::.198. 320. 
324.326.339. 340. 3971.J65. sIoB.325. 
F. }acklon. 56t· /r01II D. 3'4. 

ParkYIIle (1110.) 1Im1Dar7. cIStroyed by pro
llavery mob. 99} 100. 

Purott. M_ .• elected delep.te to Cexa
areas In Oct. 1857. 306. Pa_. Luke P .• In battle of Oeawatomle. 243 
aeqq.; 232.250. 2S3.3oS. 313.314.315.330. 

_ J4,l. 344. 409· 
Partrldp. Gear,e W .• tdJed In the river. 245; 

196.237.239.514. 
rutridJe. ~~. and the plot to reacue B. 514. 
Partrldie. WIIliaJD. 121. 3$8. 
Pat •• lIallrJ C .• his Job B,otrItI /IS .'-,4 IIy 

B"." Cf4y Pal,. quoted concernlna Potta
watomle murden. 156: and concemina Black 
Jack. 202. 203: in MissOfU'i Re,lIblic(J". 189; 
aGes to aaslat U. S. marabal to arrest murder
ers. 193; his earlier and later history. 201; In 
camp at Black Jack. 202; B'. story of the 
.. battle" with blm. 202. 203; claims to bave 
been taken_prisoner by treachery. 203: hi' 
story in N. Y. T,ib.,. 203; why be resorted 
to a ftaa of truce. 203. 204. 205: his story re
viewed by B In tbe T,ib1l,.,. '04-207: his 
written aareement wltb B and Capt. Shore. 
207; bls later account of tbe battle. after the 
Harper', Ferry raid. 207'\ bls captivity and 
reIeaae. 2oS' vlau B In jai • 546; bis cballenaa 
to Horace Greeley. 613 n. 19; 200. 211. 212. 
283. 

Pawne. LePllatve. See Sbawnee LaJia\ature. 
"'bodJ'. s. B .• 2BI. 
Pearacni. H8IIrJ G .. hIa Li/, 0/ Joll1l A. A.

tI,.",. quot~a:~ 
PeaainJtOn, , of New Jersey. chORD 

Speaker of tbe HOUle over John Sherman. 
SBS. 

Pwlwn'l~' 524. 525· 
Pwldna. • dau,hter of Simon. quoted. 65. 

595 n. 42. 
Pwldna. Gear,. T.. son of Simon. letter to 

autbor.64. 
Parkin. ~,Jr. partner of B In sheep-rablna 

(IB44I. 34. 35. 39. 41; B's admiration of 
him. 64'bhls,eneroul treatment of B. 64. 65; 
further uslnesa relations with B. 66. 67. 

Perldna and Brown. oftic:e of. In SpriDilield. 57: 
bulln ... of. sB. 59; exportlnl wool. 59' 
troubles with manufacturera. 60: III-auccelll 01 
B's trip to Europe. 61 seqq.; Inereaalna diffi
culties and final failure. 04. 65; law_its by 
and apInst. 64. 65. 75: thelrcredlton. 64175. 
£tUns 10 Crafts and Stili. 59. Hamilton \OaY. 
59. B. W. !.add. 60. 

Perklna HiD. 35. 
Parry. Gov. of Florida. his -.. to the leal .. 

Iatura. 5B4. 
Patlcolu. Dr. A. B .• letter to A. Hunter. 504 n. 
PIlei.,.. B. and O. conductor, 432. 433. 434. 
PIUI (Allstadt's nearo~. 468. 
PlaDa4a1phla. B's bod,. at. 561; anti_very 

convention at. 562. 
PbIIadelphla North AmarIcaa. quoted concern

inll dlspenal of Topeka Free State LealIIa
ture.220. 

PIalJII.-. WaDdeD. hIa addreaa at B'. areve. 562; 
271. 281. 330. 510. 516. 545. 554. 560. 561, 

_ 56,. 5~5.S74. PhlUl.,.. WIIliaJD. friend of C. McCrea. tarred 
and feathered. 110: murdered at Leavea
worth.~~2: 123. 124. 125. 129. 179. 181. PbiW.,.. W. A •• bl. COllillUsI 0/ KIJIlS'u. quoted. 
96. 97. 602 n. 13: concernlDll pro-Ilavery out
race-. 214; starts for Topeka with B. 220: de
acribea tbe Journey In AlllJlllic MolllJoly. 221; 
~93. 296. 304 n .• 352. 362. 

.. PIcId ..... with B In MllSOuri raid. 368. 
PkIaaaJI..I. W. D .• 28t. 
Piarca ... ranklin. President of U. S .•• ~ 

meaaae concemlna ShaWD~ Lal18lature. and 
acts of Free State men. 130: proclamation la 
favor of pro-slavery men. 130. 131: Gov. 
Shannon reports light at Black Jack to. 211; 
his despatcbes to Shannon. 211; makes Col. 
Sumner a acapelloat. 217: call, Conareaa In 
.peclai _Ion (AUI. IBS6). 227' removes 
Gov. Shannon from office. 234: fatlure of his 
administration to support Gov. Geasy cau.. 
Geary'. raianatlon. 294: 93.115. 117. 132, 
1340 135, 138. 130. 144 n .• 169. 209. 233. 

PIke. J. A .. 575.576. 580. 
PIk •• 1. D .. quoted. 599 n. 43. 
Plnkei'ton. A.. and B'8 party of freed llaves. 390. 
Platte CouDtJ MJUS. Quoted. 96. 
Platt. CouDtJ KiIlemen. commanded by AtclIl-

SOD In movement on Lawrence. 144. 
PI.ant Valla, (Md.). falae alarm at. 470.471. 
Plummer. Chada •• ailas of C. P. Tidd. 579. 
Plutarch·. LI .... 16. 325. 
PomeroJ'. S. C .• concemiDll Pottawatomle mur

den. IB2: Inac.-curacies In his letter. IB3i ar
rested exa euterin, Kanaaa. 260; villu D In 
Jail. 546: 119. 272. 512. £tu. 10 Rebecca B 
Sprln,. 182. • 

Pomero, Guard ••. 149. 150. 
Portal.e (0.) Sentlllal. 473. 4740 560. 
Po.t. Zina. 41. 
Pottawatomle Creak. murders on. May 24-25. 

1856. 148 aeqQ.; first reported tn Free State 
companies. 15 I: attitude of Free State mea 
toward. 167.168; poasible jU8t1fication of. dia
cuued. 170 aeqq.: not due to meetin, at 
Dutch Heary· •• 177: were they a peace mea
aurel 180; called a just act of retaliation for 
aac:k of Lawrence. etc .• 180: not both a peace 
and a war measure. IBI: did not put an end to 
Border Ruffian violence. 181: successful u a 
war measure. 181. 182: defended by S. C. 
Pomeroy. IB2. 183: victims not tried by jury. 
IB4. 185; deprived Free State callie of a areat 
moral advantaJe. 187. 188: ethically and 
morally without excuI8 or palliation. IB7. 
188; _tional announcement of. by Mia
sourl loumala. IBo: persons under arrest for. 
ISo; preas comments on. 190. 191: not men
tioned by LibntJlor. 191; reported to Pres. 
Pierce by Sbannon. 192: news of. posted In 
Leaveaworth. 192; meeting of Law-and-Order 
party concernln,. 19': Whitfield's men take 
raven .. for. at Osawatomie. 212 •• 13: coun
try DOt .. at peace .. after. 213j.ln Oliver's re
port of minority of Howard Lorn .. 226; did 
Dot injure Free State cause In the North. 
226: little known about them in Boston at 
time of B'I first vialt. 274: B'. connection 
with them never known to G. L. Stearns. 274; 
what of other Boston friendal 274; B'. COIl
aactlon witb them. 545; authorities for stoIy 
of. 608 beadnote. And ... Doyle family, 
WlIld_. and Sherman. Dutch Bill. .. Paaa_tomIu:· Jobn Brown. Jr:. compan,.. 
149. ISO: revalsloaof feelina: IUIICIDJ. after tha 
murdera, 166. 

Potter. Rt. R ••• H. C .. 558 n. 
Powan. 'lbaG. p .. 244. 
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732 INDEX 
PraIrIe Clt7 lUI .. , B'I force at Black JIII:k III

called. 201. 
Prua, North and South, _til 01, aa B 

and the raid. 568. 569. 
Pr •• toa. Col. J. T. I.., 556, 557. ADd _ Allea, 

Elizabeth Pre.ton. 
Prestoa, Wm. J •• deputy U. S. manhaI, afraid 

to IefVe warrants. 210. 
PrIce. C. II .. chairman of public meedna at 

Oaa"'Iltomie. 168. 169. 
PrIce, Hiram. 390. 
Pro-aIaftl'J' Coacre .. mea. effect of their ac

tion. to unify Free State determination, 139. 
Pro-aIayery leaden, of MI.ourl, CODtemptuoua 

of Free State movement. 108; meet at Frank
Ua after treaty of peace. 124; and Bordei' 
Ruffian lovuion of Kan... under Buford, 
138; exultation over Lawrence burnmlll. 146; 
aecribe aU virtue. to Pottawatomie vict1ml, 
156,157. 

Pr1HIAYery men. U1l8elLted In~. 99; dlv
era outraaea perpetrated by. 110, 111 and a.; 
Weiner's complainta of their outraas _ 
~Dlible for B', Pottawato~mle plan. lSI, 
152' name. of certai1l men aelec:ted by H. H. 
WUhal1l.l for death, 1$2; olfencea committed 
by, In Oaawatomle reaIon prior to murden, 
171. 172; raided by Free State men at Frank
Un. 212; W. A. PhiWpe. concemml outraaea 
committed by. 214; more pUty than Free 
State men In reapec:t to crimes of violence. 
215; attitude of non-elaveholden amonl. 
:n6; plunder Quaker mJ.ion. 235; In force In 
neilhborhood of B', company. 237' attaCked 
by Cline. and put to ftlght. 237; iald Oaawa
tomll.'. 240 aeqq.; deny charge. of outraas. 
264; control LecomJ)toD Conat. Conv .. 206; 
Joint meetinl with Free State men adopta B'a 
peace _ment. 366; attempt to check B', 
journey with freed alavea. 381 leqq .• 388. 

PrO-IIAYary outnce. In lCanIU In ,ummer of 
1856. 214. 215. 

Pro-4laftl'J' JIUtY. In lCanIU. early trlumpbl of. 
94. 95; Ita batred of Gov. Reeder the true 
I'eIIIOn of hi' dlsmlaaa1. 100; Ita dllty accord
Inl to StriDlfellow. 101; Law-and-Order 
party formed by, 108t bomicide. by. 112. 
113: and the reacue 01 BraDIOD. 113. 114; 
force. niled by. to besiege Lawrence. 114 
aeqq.; Prell. Pierce', proclamation In support 
of. 130. 131; find. In Pottawatomle murden 
an anawer to Northern crltlclal1l.l of lack of 
Lawrence. 188; tums agaiDlt Gov. Walker. 
295; and the vklllitude. of the Lecompton 
Conat .• 346 aeqq.; paasace of En,11ab bill by 
ConlfeBI a victory for. 347; finally defeated 
In election of AUI. 2, 1858.347. 348. 

Pro-aIayery pr .... attitude of. concemlnl Pot
tawatomle murden. 189-191. 

Pro-alayery ,etUementi In Linn and Bourbaa 
counties threatened by B, 235. 

.. Prorisional Coutitntlon and OrdiDanc .. for 
the People 01 the U. S .. ~ drawn up by B •• 332 
aeqq.; preamble of. 334; provlsiona of. dis
culled. 334. 335: lOme parte auggeat 1_lty. 
334. 335; extraordinary provi8IOD1 c:oncerninl 
treaty-maklnl. J3~ i Article 46. 336. 

ProrialonaJ CODItltnaonaJ ConYentioD at Chat
bam. 331 aeqq. And .. Cbatham Conven
Uon. 

PrJor. Jnd,e Roeer A •• 506 D. 

Quak. Mialon. plundered by pnHlavery 
men. 235. 

QaIn. Luke. mariDe. ldlled In eDIIne boule. 454. 

Jladlcal PolItical A1IoIItioDIIta. bold c:oavmtfaa 
at S~uae. 8s. 

Ram'. Bona,Sol!lbo'sJli.lldapublllbed In. 50. 

~ sa-.. B poItmaIter at. 43. Ra-J?'::k 27. 36. 37. 
Read.. J .. hislm~ 01 B, 223, 
_ 224· 
1leaIf.1lIcIwd. hlB report 01 B·.1J)eeCh to Chat

bam Convention. 331. 332; eleCted .. Sec'y of 
State " at that convenUoa, 333; aUlJ)ec:ted 01 
wrltinl " Floyd lettel'," 411; 308. 310.311. 
312. 315. 316, 329. 337. 338. 343, J44, 41J. 
lAJUr /0 8J 294. H. C. GIU. 330. 

Rec:rultlq 01 aettlers for lCanIU. 137 Ie!lq. 
Redpath. James. his PlIblie Li/_ of Co""i_ 

JOIo_ ar-.. quoted. 63.199.34$; deacrlbH 
B', camp on Ottawa Crftk. 199. 200; his boo" 
baltUy written. 574; 139. 174. 17~. ~Ol. 
352, ~1, 517, 533. 582. 583. I"'. 
1_ Foreman. 21-23. 

Reed. 1lH. B. L •• 34Il.t. 3JS. 
Raecl. J .. II., aUu 01. k. . HlntoD. 576. 
1leed8I'. _II .• lint terrltoria1 ~ of 
K-. orden _d electlaa (1855). 91; 
D1I8eILtI Pl'CHlavery men elected to leaisla
ture. 99: dec1area lint TerritorIaJ Iecielature 
Illepl. 100: hi' contention denied by Judgea. 
100; dlBw-d by Prell. Pierce. OIteDefbly for 
IJ)eCUlation In Indian lands. 100; hec:omN 
leader of Free SoUen. 100: reprded In East 
.. martyr to abolition caUR. 100; leav .. 
~ In dlqulae (1856). 101. 143: elected 
delepte to Conareu by Free State vote., 
106; hi8 elec:tlon Ignored by Sbannon. 106. 
and declared Illegal by Howard Com .• 107 n.; 
elected provleionally U. S. Senator by Free 
State Lecialatnre. 132: Indicted for treaIoIl. 
142: hi' election .. delepte confirmed by 
Committee on Elec:tiODl. bllt denied b .. 
Houae. 226; decline. B's InvItation to return 
to Kan... and _me leaderahlp of Free 
State party. 282: but IYmpathi8ea with B', plaDl,i!:/. 140. ljIG. 294· 

...... A. n. Ad.isrilnl of J[01Ua6 
(MSS.). 629 n. t. 

Reid. Gen. John W •• 1n attack on OIewatomit'. 
240 leqq .• ! denlel that there waI a battle. 246; 
proteata n vain aga\DIt deatruction of 0..-. 
watomle by hi' men. 246; his report 01 tbe 
affair. ~6. 247; 257. 

Relan •• Hiliii")'. deacrlbes B'. arrival at La..-
rence. Sept. ~6. 253. 

RepubJlcan Ifa ConYeDtlon (the lint). and 
Knn .... 22/). 

Re ..... 1II:an Pr_. and the Pottawatomle lDllr
den. 191; and Harper', Ferry. 472-474. 

Rescae. plana of Le Barnes and others, 511 
aeqq.; frowned upon ~~2. 

Reyuolcla. Bphralin, t of LIberty 
Guards. 121. 

Reyuold, Robert, 246. 
RhOd ... }_ Pont. his Bis1tJr7 of 1M U.S" 

101L,,204. 612 n. 89. 
Rice. lIenJamln. _366, 576. S80. 
Jl.IchardlOn. RicDlZll. a runa~ alave. 308 • 

316; dllCrimlnated agaioat In Chicaao, 329: 
330. 337. 338• 3~ 413. 

IlICbard_. GeD. W. P •• and the "Wakarusa 
War." 114. 116' 102. 

Richman. Irrins B .• hlB Jol_ Br-. 0_, 1M 
(1tIUW6. 316. 

RiChmond (Penn.). 23 ~q •• 43. 
Rldunond (Va.) aend, militia to Harper', Fenr. 

444· 
lUCIiDaond I)Mpatch. quoted. 518. 
Richmond BnqUlrer. quoted. 475. 476. s61. 
Richmond !Vi' 469. Richmond • quoted. 500. 
lllddle, Al1Iert •• hil P.,$OII4l RHolI«IIoas 0/ 

War Ti_. 646 n. 74. = (Va.). 31. 48. 
• Capt. Jolm, reInforcea B neer Topeka 

(Jan. 1859), 381 aeqq.; 440. 
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JlobertIoa, 1Ucbard. See R1~ RIcbard. 
Ilobla-. CIwIes, FRe SoU leader, obtaIu 

rills from EmllP'8llt Aid SocIety, 98; c:balr. 
IlIaD of Com. on ReIoIutioDa in Free State 
Convention of AUI. 14-15, 1856, 102; in lee
ODd COIlventloD of AUI, IS, IOJ; cbaIrman of 
Territorial Exec. Com .. 106; ~ meet· 
IDI at Lawrence after treaty of peace, 113, 
and pro-elavet')' meetina at FrankllD. 114; 
invite. Sbannon IUld Jones to peace ptller
ina, 114i' bla rule and itJ rault, liS, 126; 
FRe Soi candidate for aovemor, 119; bUi 
inausural addresa, 132; Kan_ member of 
Nat. Republican COlo., 132; at Indianatlon 
meetinl for Ihootinl of Mace, 141; IDdicted 
lortmuoD, 142; and for avold!naurat OD in· 
dictment not yet fOUDd, 142, 143; in c:oa8ne
mentJ four months, 143; hia boule burned, 
146; quoted concemlDI PottawatomJe lOUr
den, 160, 170; laid to bave inapIred tile lOur· 
den, I 83, 18~; denlea all complicity In them, 
184; likens B to Jesua, and later denounces 
bim,I84; hiaKlllWUCOllft;d, 232 n., 596~ 
and Gov. Shannon, 234; favorably Imp 
by Gov. Geary, 257; IIpl6caaceof bi.lettera 
u bearinll on the queatlon who laved Kan· 
_ 262i controveray with lohn Brown, Jr., 
c:oncemlag interview with B, 263; at Topeka 
ConventlOD, 2~i 101, 108, 112, 140, ISO, 190. 
191,255,265, 2DO, 271,272,2$'7,307,346,367, 
lAIUrs /0 B. 262, 263. 

:Ioblnson, 1oIIchaeI. murdered by HamIlton'l 
_ P.OI, 348, 375· 
llabInIlID, lin. Sara T. L .• wife 01 Chute., 

IIer KII,"": iU I'*'- IIfIIl &turitIr LU., 
89n.,97,98,142; c:oncemina_ultJon wo
men, 173, 174; 179,192,508 n. 31.611. a. 64-
613 D.,. _ 

1taIIIn'l AncIent 1IiItory. 16. a-. Hannah And-. her S" MOIIIIu ,. 
1(11," ... 89 D, 

1I.OIenprten, J_ph 0.. his _nt of tile 
aftermath of the raid. 460. 470 • 

.... Patrick, murdered by HamUton'l PDI. 
348. 

__ • Col. P. B .• 240. 
Boot, Dr.}. P .• c:onductot' of Nat. Kan_ Com. 

"traIn to Tahor. 2611. 270. LIIW jroa J. 
D. Webster, 260. 

llAItcIa, W. J., 281. = Ca~in, 436, 438. 
,G. R.,J25. 

1laueIl, Jud .. Thom .. , B In hldina at bll houe 
in Boston, 288; quoted concemlq B' .. peech 
before IeDtence, 498 n.; vllltJ B in jail, 545; 
quoted. 647 n. 83; 271, 493, 512. 

R ..... D. lira. Thoma., 288, 512, 545. 
R_D, lIaj. W. W .. a volunteer in Lieut. 

Green', Itorminl party, 452 eeqq.; Ketch of, 
642 n. 62; 450.A62 n. 

Rutherford. Dr. W. W .. 576. 

St. J..p, Mo .. dty attame)' 01. a fraudulent 
voter In Kanaas,94. 

8t. LoaIa Bvenina 1'1'."., quoted u to aIlaIrI in 
ICaaIu. 21~~ to the raid, 472. 

St. LoaIa Into ..... neer. 99,117. 
St. LoaIa lIiIIoiIrl-DeIllOCnlt. 199,371. 
St. LoaIa JIIawurI-RepubllcaD, 83, 156, 189, 

IQO. 1_9IiiI03, 201. 
St. LoaIa onIaa B.nJ1l and tile Pottawa-

tomle murdera, 191; 247. 
St. LoaIa PUot, 95. 
8aca aaIl Pox •• , in Kanaa, 90. 
Sunbo's lI_lIea,-,o; quoted In full, 650-661. 
IInbonl. 1IraDJdin BenJamin. B'I firlt meetlna 

with, 271i.hls fint Impreaslons of B. 271; In· 
troducel II to other friends of the n.uee. 271; 
and Mle of ThomJ)lOll farm to B, 2811 defellcta 
• apinatblamefor dela7. ,)0,); with. at Gee-

rlt Smith· .. 321, 322; qres with Smith to 
8Upport B, 322; B vIIItJ him in May, 1859, 
395; bla fnIthfullabonl in the caUle, 395, 31/6; 
bla ltatement u to the conapiratora' know
ledae of B', plan" 397; after tht! failure at 
Harper'. Fen),. 5201 ~30; bla opinion of Dr. 
Howe's card, 533; 011 account of bla own 
movementJ. 1l33j arrested. 533, 534; bla Lif. 
IIfIIl l.IUn$ Of JOlla BrooIm. QUoted. 28. 29, 46. 
341. 361; hII R«oUecliDru of S_y y_s. 
Quoted, 321, 530. 533. 627 n. 27; bla Join. 
&0l1l1I IIfIIl 110$ PrNfIIls, and V;"';aill CII_ 
,.i,a of JoIJa s..-., quoted. 421; 184,275, 
277. 282, 284. 208, 299. 305. 319, 320, 324, 
325, 330, 336, 338. 340. 342. 399. 421, 512, 
517. 536, 582. £fURS /0 T. W. HiggiDlOn, 
271. 3OJ, 325, 326, 339. ~96, 530;/roIliB, 322. 
353, 354, lohn Brown, Jr., 45. 

SanhorD, MlM, 534. 
Saandera, '·I'art." near Lawrence. attadtecl by 

Free State men 23 I. 
Savannah RepubilcU. quoted. 500. 
Sayre. Dr. Lewla A., 504 n. 
&caduU, C. C. See Hadaall, C. C. 
8choppert, O. A.. and the kIllina of Leeman. 

440. 
ScOtt, SIr !:1!:I:26. 
8aaman, B • 576. 
8earaaa, Burr C •• 576, 5110. 
8eceaion luae. u alfected by B'I ezecutlon, 

506. 
8ei:euIoa .-to too far advanced before 

the raid for peaceable dutlon. 587. 
8ec1p1di:. Major John. quoted c:oncemlnl 

Lawrence raid and Pottawatomle murders, 
160; c:aac:ernlnl diIpera.I of B', force after 
the battie of Bleck JacIr:, 200; 197, 212, 217, 

_ 232,234· 
8eIf·Defilileive ~tliHa. In Platte Co .• Mo., 

proceedinp of. 98; compeDed to dilband. 
599 n. 66. 

8eilata of U. 8 .. pa_ Toomba bill, but rejtttl 
Grow bDl, 227; appolntJ committee to In~_ 
tlaate raid. 478. And lee Grow. G. A., IUld 
Toomba, Robert. 

Se_IndJau. 9. 
8eDDott, Georl •• 513, 570. 
Se_ Chul., 372. 
!oweD, S. B.J59, 560. 
aewanI. W. R., and H. Forbs, 3111; attacked 

by N. y, BII'IIld, 472: quoted. 564, 565; 339, 
-- 474, V::b~~' 81aa1er, e1S •• autobloaraphy,Quoted,lo. 
ShaDDoa, WIIaon, _d Territorial Governor 

of lCanIu. bla character, 10J; Ignore. Reed· 
er', election u delepte, 106; and the Cole
man-Dow murder and rescue of BranllOU, 
114 leqq.' ordera out militia apinIt Lawrence, 
114; bla duplldty. US; add_ meetlal at 
Lawrence after treaty of peace, 123. and pro
IIavery meetlnl at Franklin, 114; deceived by 
RobinllOU, aivs bim and Lane authority 10 
prserve peace. 125; bla letter to the N. y_ 
BRtJId. 125; blamed by pro-elavery men, 126: 
U. s. troopa in Kan.a put under bla orden 
131; retUrDI to Kanaa. IJ2j ref URI to aend 
troopI to protect dtbeaaol Lawrence, 144; 
reportl to PreI. Pierce u to effect of Potta· 
watomle MUrden, 160. 192; reporI.I Black 
lack affalr to _. 2n; hi. dlllicultiea. 211; 
bls proclamation, 211' malr:ea requisition for 
U. S. troopa, 211; ciJ. Sumner and the dis
persal of the Free State It!gbiature. 317-220; 
effectl rel_ of TitlUl and other prlsonen, 
and reIIPI IIOvernorshlp, 233, 2341 hi, fare
well apeech to dUaen, of Lawrence, 234j hll 
reII_tlOIl not accepted. 234' removeQ by 
PreIi. Pierce, 234; hi. later reII~ence in Law. 
rence. 234; 92, 108, 130. 133, 200. LdUr '" 
Col, SumAer. a,l. 
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734 INDEX 
Darp'. rUlII. dodrllle of OPpoaine llanry 

with, commended by N. Y. Trill_ .... 4Pi 
lbipped to RoblD8on .. ., Revl8ed Statutes 
and" booka," 98; 8UppUed by M_. Kau. 
Com .. controversy about, 275; ,tory of tnIU
fer of. to B. in aprin!! of 18s8. 340 RQq. 

llbawn .. Lea\llatlUe. denounced by Free State 
CoDventlOD, 91; code of pUDi8hmenta for 
Free State men, enacted by. 91, 92; meetiDe 
and OrpnizatiOD (at Pawnee), 100; declared 
Illegal by Gov, Reeder. 100; petitiODl Pres. 
PIerce to remove Reeder, 100; acta of. 101; 
DO KeIluine attempt made to enforce .. Black 
Law.... 101; attaeked by suc:ce.ive Free 
State conventions, 102. 103; denounced by 
Big SpriDga CODvention. 104; declared a legal 
body by Pres. Pierce. 130; defied by settlere' 
meetiDl at Oaawatomle, 134, 135; Ita laws 
declared elfective by Judie Lecompte. 142; 
reeiatBDce to Ita laws declared to be blab trea
_. 142; 131, 136, 156. 

llbawn .. 1oIIa10ll, aeesiOtll of pro-alavery leal .. 
Iature held at, See Shawnee LeaIaIatw'e. 

Shelby. Col. l-eph. 225. 
8hePhmlstoWD Troop at Harper', Ferry. 444. 
SheildaJl.. Kn .• 308. ma-aa. Dutch Bm, murder of. 162-164; 

Harrie'. story of the murder, 162-164; anQ 
Mary Grant. 172. 173. 177; aDd the Morae 
cue, 174.; lSI, 1.55. 182. 

Sh-. Dutch BellQ', hie horses taken by 
B, 23.5.: murdered by Cranlldell, 236; aDd Ot
tawa JODes, 253 and n.; 135, 156. 162, 163, 
212. 

Sh-. Dutch Pete. ISS. 
Sh-. lohD. member of CoDcreas from 

Ohio, 011 Howard Com .. 94 n.; aDd W. A. 
Howard, report of, quoted, 120; his Indorae
meat of Helper'. book cauaee hi. defeat in 
s~erlhiP contest, Dee. .1850. ,i83, 584, 58$; 
I 227. Leu. III Rev. E. B. Jones (1897), 
5 n. 

Bhermaa, WIJIIam. See Sherman, Dutch Bill. 
8JuIrmeDs, pro-slavery settlement of. OD Potta

_tomie Creek, 135: their unsavory reputa
tlOD, ISS, 156; alleged IntimidatiOD by, 172; 
180. 

Shields. Gen •• letter from W. LImerick, 240. 
SbIrIe" Walter, 520. 
_e, Samuel T •• captain of Osawatomie com

pany. ISO; In Black Jack fight, 202 RQq.; 
many of his men qult, 202. 204. and return 
lifter the battle, 208; IdIIed at .. Fort " Titus. 

_.231,232: 200. 240. 
SllriYtII', Col •• 45.2. 
BUsb ... Beaj. B., 281. 
SIII ..... lobla R., 2BI. 
8iml, Capt., hi. Interview with B III the engine 

bouse. 447; disgusted with conduct of citizen .. 
447,448; protecta Stevens. 448: bIa 6Deaplrit, 
44B and n.; vislta B In jail, 544. 

SlaYe Statal. their political aupremacy endan
cered by the carvine of new Itates out of 
western territory, 80. 

S1aveholden, B's object at OIIe time to terror
be, 56: to be held .. hostages aCCOl'diDg to B'I 
plan,3.32. 

Slivery, B', first penonal knowledge of, 4; his 
aecond experience with. 17, 18; hatred of, In 
his family, 21; Ita forcible overthrow hi. 
.. createat and princip:1l object," 41 seqq:.i 
cradual evolution of hi, plan to abolish, 4D 
seqq.; to be att>lcked elsewhere than In Kan
las, to relieve pro-slavery preaaure there. 56; 
B'. main pUI1J<)le to come to close quarters 
with, 56: and the Kan .... Nebl1l8lca Act, 79; 
to be fastened on Kansas, 83; OpposltiOD to, 
made a disqualification (or holding office by 
Shawnee Legislature, 91: m~re belief in ita II
Iqallty a crave crime, 92; ita exIateDc:e de-

pendent on Ita fate III JCaaaaa. accordInc to 
pro-alavery leaden, 97; the ODe iaaue ill ~
las, accordlDl to StriDcfellow, 101; oppoai
don to, dlaavowm by lila: Sprinp COIlven
tlOD, 104; tendenC)' of. to indllce Iawleaa a;
t1OD, 171; B', plan to attack it in Virlinia dl
vulced to bIa recruits. 308; all hi, recruits bit
terly boatIle to. 310: c:baracterized III "Pro
Wd.0DaI CODatItutlon." 334: and the Lec0mp
ton COIlat., 346; AboIitiODiat view of, 384; Its 
fear of free apeecb. 568; the sole laaue In Cam
paIp of 1860, 585; would have been aboI
IahIid bad B never Uved, 586, 587; "tolerable 
morally and eCODomicaUy, 587. 

SlaYlll'1iaue, B', views OIl, 362; Im~ to 
be put uide lifter B's ~utiOD. 506. 

SIa .... severe penalty for encouraging dl8allec
tiOD 1UIlOJII, enacted by Shawnee Lealalature, 

, 91.92: two freed by J. Brown, Jr~ U!!...W; 
small number In Kanaaa. 295; part lUllllcDed 
to them III B'a VIJ'lllnla ptlm;and In Forbes'l 
plan, 314, 3311' a fllllitive. in Canada, 327, 
328; freed by B n Millouri raid. 368, J69.~, 
3'73' more carefully guarded lifter Miaaouri 
nr.l, 378; B', journey to Canada with hi. 
freed lllavee. 3.7.lt"390; Northern aentimeot 
c:oncemine (~84; fears of aeneralln
surrectlon aroused by newa of Harper's Ferry, 
436; conduct of those Impressed by B there, 
468. 

"Smell" Capt.lam •• "-S!9. 
Smith, A. L •• and the " Floyd letter," 411, 412. 
Smith, Geo. W., commudine first briaade 01 

Kanaaa Volunteers, 121; Indicted for t~ 
142, aDd arrested. 145; elected Gov. of K.an
... under LecomptOD CODIt .. 346. 

Smith, Genit, bis suit apin. Chicago 1"rihnoe. 
46; olfers land to necroea. 71; becomea B's 
warm friend, 71; hil eameat opposition to 
a1avery. 71; described by Greeley, 71. 72; 
elves money to B and to Forbes. 287; ap
proves of Forbes', tract. 298; his alfection for 
B, 320; B'. plana made known to and ap
proved by him, 320' agrees with Sanbom to 
IUpport B. 322; rej;;\c:ea in result of B', Mia
lOUr! raid, 379; B'. Iaat vialt to. 395: bIa pub
lic approval or B'. course contl1l8ted with bIa 
later attitude, 395; after the raid. 535. sJ6; 
bIa Insanity, 535; his quick recovery and sub
sequent denial 01 complicity In, or knowledae 
of, the raid, 536; 84, 85, 269. 272, 277, a81, 
291, 293. 319, 327, 330. 333, 339, 340,396, 
460, 472, 474, 522, 565. 

Smith. I., aIIaa aasumed by B III 1859. 402, 404. 
.. Smltb, I .• and SoDa," B, Oliver and Owen 10 

knoWD at Chamberaburc, 401, 409. 
Smith. Dr. 1. V. c., 96. 
Smith, Ea, one Of B'. --". r-r.,I9I. 
Smith, Udce, 255. 
Smlth, a11aa of Owen BI'OWD, 416. 
Smith, Gen. PenIIor T .. succeed, Col. Sumner 

In Kansu. 217; his instructions from J. Davia, 
Sec'y of War. 251; condemaa acta of Reld'i 
force, 251; 260. 

Smith, ReY. Staphen, 323. 
Smltb, W. p .. master of tranaportatiOD of B. 

It O. R. R., Conductor Phelps'a dispatch to, 
433. 43-l; is Incredulous, 434; 519. 525. 

Sarder, Charles, 348, 375. 
Snyder, BU, headquarters of B'a party with, 

353; the disputed title to hie claim. 356. 357: 
te1Ia of B'I encounter with Rev. M. WhIte. 
357; 348, 354-

SDJdecl.~' 348. 
Soid', __ C .. 514, S7S, 576, 577. 578. 
South, the. DOt a c:olonldnl aectloa, 265: attI. 

tude toward B, 474-4761 dlvisiOll of oplnloa 
tn. COIlCIerJ1ing B'. fate uter sentence, 500. 

South CaraIIDa. pro-alaYer¥ men from, lD K.an
.... 137, 138; attitude GI. 5150 
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INDEX 735 
8aIItIa lIJddIe Creek, IiIht at. 137. 
Sputacua.363. 
&peakenh1p coat .. t. In HoUle of Repreanta· 

dves In 1159-1860. 583. 515. 
Speer. 101m. 181. 
SPbmei. P. B .• 505 n. 
SjIcIour. LJUlUIer. and hIa ICbeme to Iddnep 

Gov. Wise. 51<laeqq. 
8priac. Rebecca B •• vlalta B In jail, 546 aDd n.; 

~LdUr f,o", S. C. Pomeroy. Ila. 
S • (Iowa). B and hie party at. 3ui 

th life there. 314aeqq.; Band hI8 party 01 
freed elaves at. 387; 321. 339. 

SpriuadaI ... I.e&lslatur .... a moc:II: body. 315. 
SjlriDllleJd (M .... ). B', re2ldeDCe at. 48.40.67; 

271._ 
SpriD&IIeJd RepabUcan. 558. 
Squatter Soverelp. quoted. 03. 110. 120. 131. 

141. 178. 617 n. I. 618 n. 30; and the Potta· 
watomle murde.... IjIII. 

Sqaattw 80ftrelpty III ... all of JCaneu'. mw
fortunes due to 347. 

Squatten' coan.lud8e of. called .. Old Brown,"' 
305. 

Staete-Zaltnq. 575. 
.. StaDdleh. Mil ... of Kauu." B 10 called by 

A. A. Lawrence. 400. 
Stanton, PnIIericIr P .. Sec'y of State of ICaDeae 

undel' Gov. Walker. removed by Pres. Bu· 
c:banaJl. 205; acting governor. 306. 346. 

Star of the Weal (.teamer). 14a. 235. 
SlarrJ'. Dr. lohn D .• the" Paul Revere of 

KUper'. Ferry." 434. 435; rider about. living 
the alarm. 435; quoted as to proll'eBl of 
eventa. 435. 436. and concerning Kaa!'. 
death. 44S; eaves Copeland from beiDs 
lynched. 445; quoted. 510; 548 n. 

8IartIInc lDcidenta and D.velopments 01 Osa
watomie Brown', Innrrectory and Treuon
abl. 1II0vemeate at 1Iuper'. Pen'7. Vir&InIa. 
635 n. 116. 

Steuna. Cllarl.,. denounc:e8 BII Sprlnp Con· 
ventlon in K ..... '" F," SloU. 104. 

8tearaa.lI'rank P .• hIa Life.1I4 PlIbli, 5"';_ of G«w,. LwIMr Sleo, ..... quoted. 272. 274. 
8tearaa. Georg. Luther. B'I fi ... t vlalt to. 272; 

never knew of B'8 connection with Pottawa· 
tomle murdere. 274; buya revolve ... for B. 
288. 280; hie confidence In B and larlle aener· 
oeity to the cauae. 202; advieea contert at 
polie and onll' defensive fighting. 306. 307; 
treacbery to B'I policy In the home of Ita 
frienda. 307; controve ... y over notel IeDt to 
B. 359-361; tums to ICaDeae for aid In effect· 
Ing B'I escape. 513; goer to Canada after 
raid. 530; bie teatlmony before MalOn Com .. 
534.535; 7. '71. 270 •• 80. 281. 291. 297.319. 
320. 324. 325. 326. 333. 338. 339. 340. 341. 
342.343. 306. 397. 399. 582. LdUr. 10 B. 339. 
E. B. Whitman. 306: f,o", B. 305. E. B. Whit· 
man. 304. 

Stearu. lIIn. G. I. .. Alcott'. statement In her 
E""".ei,atil111 EHllill, Alb.",. quoted. 398: 
544.5~ 

Steerna. BeDI'J' L .. letter from B. 1-7. 
Stephens. Alell. B .. quoted. 587, 
Sterna. B.II17. 370. 
Ste.ens. Aaron Dwight. his first meeting with 

B. 224; why he usea an alias. 22~i raida Oaaw. 
kee. 254; bls men arrested by Marshai D0n
aldson. 254; kllla David CruiR In MllIOurl 
raid. 369. 370; " a born crank." 419; ahot by 
G. W. Chambe ... while carryingllal of truce. 
430.440: protected by Capt. Sinn. 448; made 
prisoner In engine bouse. 454; his pitiable 
conditiOll at bla trial. 486; hl8 penlClnallty. 
572. 573; attempta to eave him after B'. exe
cution. 572 aeqq.; executed. 580; aketcb of, 
679. 680: 256. 3oB. 312, 315. 320. 330. 343. 
344. 353. 363. 364. 366. 368. 379. 381.382. 

315. 380. 300. 414. 420. 421. 427. 420. 431, 
432.442. 456. 450. 460. 470. 471. 477.478. 
479.485.487.488.480.510.545.558 n. I.dUr 
'" hla brother. 2~4. 

8te't' ...... Thad.: anecdote or. 505 n. 
Stewart. Capt •• 217. 
Stewart, lIIaj.·Gen. 0.0. B .• Maryland Vol un· 

teere. notified by Gerrett of B'a raid. 4J4. 
Stewart. lam ... 513. 
Stewart, 101m. abot by Border RuftiaDl. 142. 

ISo. 
StIll. {Ql:::;.:'39. 
StiU. i 323. 549. -
Stilwell, W. •• murdered by Hamllton·. gang. 

348.375. 
StoCquele. J. B .• hie I.if. of FWd·Mo,lNIlM 

DIIIu of WIlli..,,,,". 53. 
Stow. lojbua, 37. 
Stratton. B .• letlei' to B. 235 n. 
Stribb1lnc. Dr .. 508. 
8tricIder. Adj.·Gen. B. J .. and the" Wakarusa 

War." 114. 116. 
Stride. Samuel. aummons B to surrender. 447. 
SlrinIfeUow. B. 1' .. 92. 04. 144. 145. 192. 216. 

229. 230. 257 . 
8trIncfeIJow. Gen. 1. B .. Speaker of JCanau 

Territorial HoUle of RepreaentativOl, 92. 93. 
040 101. U4~ 1M. 145. 

Stuart. AIR. B. B .. 526. 
Stuart. ~ 85. 322. 
Stuart. Ueut. J. B. B •• sent to Harper'. Ferry. 

450: describes diapoaltlon made and parley 
with .. Smith" (8).450.451; text of hIa sum· 
mons to B. 451: 201. 200. 456, 458. 462 and n •• 
467.470. 

.. StUbbS." 258. See" Lawrence Stubbs." 
Stnrtevant. IIIn. C. III .• 391. 
StnIz. Capt •• 233. 
8aa:u lllound meeting of Free State and pro. 

8lavery men. adopta B'a peace qreement. 
366. 

Sultan (ateamer). alS. 
Sumner. Chari ... effect on Pottawatomle party 

of news or Broo ... •• asaault on. 154: bi. 
.. Crime against Kanaaa " apeech. 188. 590 n. 
61; hi. only meeting with B. 337; Broo .... •• 
asaault on. ~7. 

Samn.r. Col. Edwin V .• under Gov. Shannon'. 
ordere. 132: bil troops dlsperae Free Slate 
legislature. 132. 217-220,i releasee Pate and 
his men. 208: dilperaes D'I band and hmd. 
off Border RuffWll under Wbltfield and Cof· 
fee. 209: criticised by pro-alavery men for not 
erreatlng B. 110; and Deputy· Marehai Pres· 
ton. 210: and WhIt6eld', breach of faith. 213; 
on furlough. 117: In disfavor with Pierce ad· 
miniltratlon. 217: alighted by jeffeflOn Da· 
vis. 217. 219; made a scapegoat by Pres. 
Pierce. 217. 110: hi' apeech to the legiala· 
ture. 219: career and character of. 615 n. 58; 
115.144.145.206.226.381. Leu"",Acting· 
Gov. Woodaon. 118; fro", jefferlOn Davis. 
218. Gov. Sbannon. '18. 

SlIDClerland. La RD)'. hypnotist. B'. controversy 
with. deacribed by himself. 67. 68. 

Tabor (Iowa). a colony of Ohloana. an Important 
station on UnderllfOund Rallroad. 267; condi. 
tions in. In autumn of 1856. as described by 
M .... Gaston. 267. 268; B arrives at. with only 
$25. 292 204: Intensely "Abolition:' and 
loyal to B, 303; conditions at. In Feb. 1850. 
383. 384; public opinion disapproves of some 
aspects of MI!Il1Ouri raid, 384; B coolly wei· 
comedo 384; public meeting. and resolutions 
..-d thereat. 385; fear of pro-slavery at· 
tee .... 386. And lee Todd. Rev. john. 

TalIaferro. JoIaj.-Gen. W. B .. Gov. Wlae'~ In· 
atructlon to. 523; 522.527.549.550. 551. 

TaIlmaIIp (Ohio). aemi-ceatenDial, 2113. 
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INDEX 
Tappa, tewIa. 85. 
Tappan. Samuel P .• resiatll arreft~~; UUtaDt 

Clerk of Topeka Free State . tare, al9; 
310. 

Tate. 0.0. H.::.52O. 
TQI .... C. W •• Ietter to Jolm B-.Jr •• 4540 

q5. 
TQIaI'. Dr .• 448. 
TaYlor. Jacob L .• quoted concemlDa Stewart 

'l'lI¥lor. 684. 685. 
TQIor. Stewart. ID B', Harper', Ferry party. 

4140 419. 424; death of. 4411; aketch of. 684. 
685; 328. 330. 343. 344. 

T ....... Jolm. editor of Os Mome. Rc,uw. 
386; Liller frora B. 386. 

Tenitildal Bucutift CODUDlttH. created by 
Ble SprlDp CooveJlticm, 106; report of. 13a; 
91.304· 

T-. half·breed IDdIaD. 383-
Te ... _tlon of. 711. 
ThQw. BIl. bla Hi61M'7 of 1M KIJIUtU CnutJ44. 

quoUd. 146; B'a bOlt In Worcester. M ..... 
a81; contributes weapons. a83; a65. 287. 219. 
LdW fro". G. A. Crawford. 374-
~. WID. W •• 574. 5711. 
Th_. H. 1[ •• 246. 
Tb-. JIJIul A •• colored. 338. 
Tb_. 'l'bo_, $5. 
Thompeoa, DaupIIiD Oqoocl. In B'. Harper'. 

Ferry party. 414. 4111. 420; deatb of. ID en· 
line hOuee. 4411. 454 aDd n.; aketch of. 683; 
462 n •• 537 .... 558 n. 

ThODlJ*ID. ueoqe. first condemDl. then ap
proves Pottawatomie murders, 168. 

ThomJIMD. Henry. marries B', daulbter Ruth. 
76; IGeI to KaDIu. 76' ... rollU to Jean ... 
with B. 86; anecdote of 8 told by. 88; and the 
claIm·jumper. 130; on B', ,urveylna: tour. 
133; hla reprd for B. 134; in B', I'Ottawa
tomle part)'. 1$3; Wlllti..- and Sherman 
klUed 6y Wiener and blm. 162. 164: denies 
that Judie WillOn was on preacrlbedlllt. 165: 
~es RobineoD with ur,lnl B to furtber 
IdUina:I, 184; denies that Pottawatomle vic· 
tlma were tried by jury, 184: wounded at 
Black lack 203, 208; quoted, 224: decUnes 
to re!nllat lor Vlrlinla eKJ)edltlon, 323, 324: 
declines to join B at Harper', Ferry, 413; 81 
ft., 112, 118, 127. 135.136.149. ISS. ISO. 160, 
198.202.210, 220,322,561. LcIW. to Mn. 
Rutb (Brown) Tbompeon, 133. 

ThompRn, I_bella, alater of Dauphin 0 .. 
Henry, and William, marries Wateon Brown. 
~ Brown, Mn. laabella (Tbom~n). 

Thom ..... lira. Roth (81'OW11). B I daupter, 
wife of Henry Tbompeoa, quoted, 16, 73, 74, 
75; ber carel __ call8elaaiater', death.35: 
III, 20, 36, 7~ 5111 n. 10. lAlUr6 fro- Jason 
Brcnm, a211, It, 3240 Henry Tbompeon, 133. 

ThompRo, Seth, 41. 
ThODlJIMD, William, In B', Harper" Ferry 

party, 414. 410. 43l,i taken pnlOner, 430: 
kiUlDl of, by Harry nunter and Chamben, 
described by H. H., 442 and n.,4111; ilia death 
a dlapace to VlralDIa and condemned by belt 
public eentlmen.,h 443: 'ketch of, 683: 537. 

Ttiam,.on, lin. WID., $61. 
Thom,.on Iwothen, eeIlland at No. Elba to B, 

281. 
T1a0lllJlMD, Mr •• B', partner In real-estateepec

ulationa ID 1835, 27. 
1'h--. Rev. Mr., aDd hla runa_y "aft, 14-
Thoreau, HOI')' D., hi, PklJ far Ca,ltda Jolla 

BrotI1II, quoted, 27,.!!t. 563. 
Three Yean OIl the B«4er, 80 n. 
Tldd, CharI_ P., In B'8 Harper'. Ferry party 
_ 4140 416% 417, 426, 427, 431, 446, 461; fiD:J 

escape or, 471; 'ketch of, 681: 303, 306, 308, 
311, 320, 330, 343, 3 ..... 353. 357, 363, 368, 
379, 406, 461, 5740 577, 

Tiema, Dan, P., Ma~or of New York, 563. 
TUden, Jado Daniel R., 4112. 4113. 
TlmbactO. See North Elba. 
TItaa, .. Port," captured, after eevere IIPtina. 

by Free State mea uDder CaptaIn S. Walker, 
231,232. 

TttU, Col. H. T .. captured with bla .. fort .. by 
Free State IDI;D, 231, 232; owed hia life to S. 
Walker, a32, 233: fiDally releaaed by GoY. 
Shannon, 233, 23~; 352. 

Todd, Rev. John, h .. action on B', request for 
tha.nk8IIivfnl service at Tabor, 384, 385; 267, 
a70, 274, 290, 386. 

Toole'., a mtion on UnderarouDd RaIIrna4. 
386. 

T_bl, Robart, U. S. Senator froID ~ 
ilia bill for taItina: cenaul .. basis for electloa 
of a new CODItltlltional convention, pa-'. by 
Senate, aDd rejected by Houae, a27; apeecb 
In SeDate, 565, 566; 1111, 226. 

Topeka, Free ~ conventloDlID (1857), 2!l5, 
2!16. 

Topeka CoutltatIoa, ratified by the people, 
107, 127' Itil adoption anaera pzo.elavery 
party, lOi: election under, 12~\ 132. 

Topeka Coamtudual COUYeDuon (Oct. 13, 
(855). favon exclusion of free nearoea. .. 
well .. a1avee, bllt 8ubmiu queetioa to the 
people,-105; CODItitution framed by, l07i aDd 
ratified by ~ular vote, 107, 127; 131, I 4-

T __ .,.... Slate LqlaIature. aisDened by 
Col. SuIllDef, 217-220, meetlnp 01, in 1857, 
20$; 2,!71 346, 347. 

Topeka ·~ubu~~, 473. 
TGmlJ, Rey. CIWt_ T., 51, 504 a. 13-
TorrINtoa (Corm.), B', birthplace. I. 
TOIIIUlnt l'Ollyertare, 331. 
T~, Jam .. of the .. Traveller'. Rst," 

312,316. 
ToWDII." Jamea, aDd the Potta_tomle ezpe

ditioD, lSI, 15a, 153, 154, ISS; triee to dla
auade B, 157; and the Doyle murders, lsi 
eeqq.' COIlCerIlInrI the Murden of WllkiDmD 
and~, 16a: at Black Jack. 208: 165, 
166, 167, 175, 177, 178, I .... 1\11. 

TracJ1,JoIm P •• 390. 
'fraftller'a Relt, SprInldale, 312, 31&. 
Tremoat T_ple (Boston), areat meetlna: la, OD 

day of B', execution, 550, s60. Tribute of R_JeCt, A, ___ tin of the 
Wonh and Siu:ri4c:e 01 JIJIul Brown of Oaa
_tomle, quoted, 559. 

TrImble, Governor of Ohio, 18. 
Trowbrid5Co1_I,3II. 
Truth, So ft, .... 
Tubman, CoIoed, .. tile 11_ of her 

people~' 327, 3116. 
T1U:br, '-'&~ 233. 
Twaer, Capt. 0.0. W., ___ holder, eIfec:t of 

ItilIiu& of, 440, 441: ~ of, 640 n. 33: 46!1. 
479. 

Tamar, J-, with Pate at Bfad: Jack, 105. 
TJDdale, Hector, 5411, 550, 558. 561. 

Uncle Tom'. CablD, 583. 
UDCleqrogncIIlaIInad, OweD Brcnm, _lor, lID 

aaent of, 14; 43, ~7, 367, 386, 412. 
Ualt_ State. AltiIIIIr7, ordered to Harper'. 

Ferry 4411. 
Ualte4 Statea mana. at Harper" FeD7, 4411, 

450; atorID enliue bouse, 452-454. 
UIIitecI Statn trooJII, crlt1daed by A~ and 

others, 216, and by Free State wrI~ 
relnforcementll eent to Kanaas, 251: 
to Lawrence (~t. 1856), 157. 

UDleld, JIJIul,C .. B ,convenatlon wlth,4OJ:4040 
Updepalf, Captain. of Marlon RI/lea, 150. 
Updeiratl, H. BarriIoa.. lal. 
Updecraa, Dr. WID. W ~ llent.oIL1hertyGaud80 

121. 240. 243, 24$. aN· 
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Valli, ..... B. L~ 54X. soa D. x6. 
v"'Ddlch,m C. L •• 456. 457. 458. 45D. 460. 461. 
VUIdamUa. S. V ~ 168. V...,. Il_. aad the .. Floyd letter." 411. 

412; 316. 
~ Committ .. 01 P. of Kaaau. 304-
VIiaIDIa Geaoral .... b17. report of JoiDt ID

veetlaatillll Com. of. 500. 567. 
VIqIai& militia, behavloc of. at Harper'. Ferry. 

~465. V B'I CIOftIWlt fOl' eaIJat-
meat of. I eeqq. 

Voa IIcUt, BermaDD, hie Jolla BrooM. 3,)4. 335. 
Vo«h-. DaD'i W •• quoted .. to B'. trial. 483; 

defeade John E. Cook, 570. LdI4r /0 FIor
eace Huater. 485. 

W~. ~e4erick. 27. 
W .... arth. Tertiu.37. 
W .... S-. Huper'. Ferry, IICeDe8 la. after 

the raid. 4611. 470; 4211, 437. 438. 440. 441. 
442.448· 

WlibnIU ~. at FnmIdlD. 212, 
Wabnulli ... n6. 
.. Wabnu WII'," ead of. 126. 
WakeIel4, W. H. T., quoted ... to c:oaditlolll 

la Kauu, 1854 to 18S8. 601 D. 104. 
Walker. J-., alial "The Bra.aded Haad." 

5lM D. 13. 
Walker, Robert J .• bec:o_ IOftI'DOr of Kaa

... 2D4; his previoUi career, 2D4; Is 0DD0IIeCl 
by pro-Uavery party aad Prea. Bucbaaaa, 
aad _&DB, 2D5; aad the electioD for delepte 
to ~. 2116; auaraateell free electloa. 

W~v. capt. SuaueI, memoir of. 811 D.; mal
treated. u a Yaakee. III D.; Ratemeatl of, 
coacemiDa RobiDloD', aad Laae', COrmectioD 
with PoUawatomle murden, 184i ridee from 
Nebraska City lCaDIUward with IJ aad Laae. 
228; deeme B to have beea thea 1_, 228; 
hie talk with B coacemi ... the murden, 228; 
u to correepoadeace between B aad Jobo 
BroWD. Jr •• 228. 229; commod, Free State 
f_ at" Fort" TltUi. 231, 232; eavee TI
tUl" life after hia eurreader. 232, 233; hie de
IICriptloD of acene at Lawrence. 233; with 
Laae at Lec:omptoD. 252. LdI4r. /0 Jamea 
Haa~. 184. 228. 2211. 

Walker TiIriIf, the, 5D. 
W.wa. Hqh S .. IIrtiq-1OftI'DOr of Kaaau. 

364. LdI4r /0 LewIs Cua, 364 • 
.. Wd Artemu." his d-=riptioa of B la 

M;;:cl.. 1859. 392 i!IDd of Kagi, 3D2; hie report 
of B', lecture la ueve1aad. 392. 393. 

WlI'ra. Mr •• creditor of PerkiDe aad Browa. 
UtlptiOD with. 65. 66. 

Wucott, Laura. 315. 
WublDatoD. Ge«p. Prea. of U. S .• Huper', 

Ferry aneaaI eetabIIahed duriaa his term. 
428; hie Lafayette platol aad Frederick the 
Great nrord 431. 

WuhlDataa. Col. LawI8 W .• aad the historic 
.word aad pistol, 431; compelled to deUver 
the nrord to a nean>. 431; made priloDer. 431; 
quoted u to B', bearlDa: duriaa eIeae of ea
IiDe houle. 453; 437. 438• 448. 455. 456. 463. 
w:Z!"~ 4!.7,~ .. _~ B • ~ ·,439· 
Waterloo. visited by B. 62. 
Walen. R. p .. 281. 
Watertawa (X. Y.) R~. 167. 
Wat8oa, Bear7. colored. 412. 
Wattl ... Aapataa. 277. 2118. 3~. 3$8. ~. 

371.373.375.3118.575,576. • /0 B, 293. 
300; jrorI& B. 2110. 2112. 

WattIetI, lira. Aac •• 37X. 
WattIM. J. 0 .• 372. 
WuIuId. ~. OIl B'. oratory. 28x. 282. 

IA&r /0 F. B. Sanborn, 28x. 

W_. Capt. A. J .• 364. 365. 
W.batm'. cal. Metcher. 585. 
WelDer. Tbeodon. complaim to B of III-treat

ment by pro-elavery men. 151; ID B', Potta
watomle party. 153-154; SalmoD Browa'. 
description of. X57. 158; WUklneon aad SIIer
mao killed by Thompeon aad, 162. 164; DOt 
coDcerued la Shermaa murder. accordiaa to 
Townaley. 162; WU he the myeterioUi mea
aeaaer? 175; aad Oreon Day. 178; hie Itore 
pluDdered. 200; ISS. 15D. 177. 1118. 210.211. 

W .... Joha. hie Li/e oad Ctm'U~ 0/ 
T1I«1diwe Porlur quoted. 272. 

" WeB-matured PIaD. Th •• " 31~. 
WeIIln&toa, Dak. 01. Stocque1er, life of. 53. 
WellI.l~.37. 
Weetem D .. patch. aad the Pottawatomle mur

ders.18II. 
WMterD Jleparter 99. 
Weatem Re8erY. BAiik. ault of. aaalDat Brown 

aad othen, 37-39. 
Weatem R_ CoIl .... deniee admiseloD to. 

colored maa, IS. 
Weatfall. Dr .• 200. 
WMtlaade. B'. curioue maaipulatlon 01. Ia 

Weetem Reeerve Bank Uti&atlon. 38-41. 
Weetpon (Mo.) Boner TImH. Itl _tioaal 

annouacement of DeWI of Pottawatomle mar
dere. 1811; appeals to South fOl' mea mel 
mODeY.18II. 

Wetmore brothen. 37. 
Wbartoa, LIeutenant. 217. 
Whe4an. B., 13. 
Whelan. DUIlel. aecoad priaODer taken at 

~'I Ferry. 430. 
Whi •• CiIad .. , alias of Stevenl. 2240 365. 

An Bee StevenI, Aaron Dwllht. 
White. Horace. and G. Smith'. felped m-n
~.6SI D. 83; 275. 276. 277. 357. Ldla-/oB. 

White. RaY. 1III'tia. repreaentl 8OI'der Rut
fiane at lettlere' meetl .... 134; his report 
thereof to Shawnee Letdalature. 134' u to 
A. Wilkl_. 156; leader of band that ar
rested JIIIIOD Browa. 194 eeqq.; his boUle 
raided by Free State men. 234; kil11 Fred'k 
BroWD, ~I; hie OWD venioD of the killlDa. 
241.242; B declines to take reveaae OD him. 
357, 358j 90. 2611. 270. LMW /0 Batee County 
SIIJ...wrO.242. 

WhitemaD. Jobo S .• 163, 164. 
Whid.Id. Gen. J. W •• pro-elavery caadlcIate 

for aovemor of Kaaeu. elected by frauduleat 
votee. 94; elected delegate to Coaareae at elec
tIoD ordered by ShaWDee LeiIslature. 106; 
aeated by the HOUle aad oUited after report 
of Howard Com .• 106. 107 aad D.; aad Col. 
SulDller. 208, 2OD; hie men Pillaae Oea __ 
tomle. 212. 213; his election .. delegate de
nied by EIectIone Com .. aad by the HoUle. 
226; 95. 211. 257. LdI4r /0 edltfr of 1kwd6 
TifftU, 193. 

WhitmaD. Edmand B •• B at hie boUle la Kanau • 
304; vexed at B'. dleappearance. 304' 255. 
277. 294. 305. 307, 359. LdI4r /0 C. L. 
Steaml. 304; /r- H. B. Hurd. 360. G. L. 
Steama.~04. 

Whittier. lobo G .. his u Moro" II. CYIfN. 

wi\~orce IDatitat •• 327 . 
WOder. D. W., hie AaJllJl.s of KOIUIU, 9~; 183. 
WiUdnaoIl, Alla, member of Shawnee LetPaIa-

ture. hie chU'aCter from both Iidea. 156. 157; 
his murder by TbompeoD aad WelDer de
ICribed by hie wife. 161. 162; aad the Morae 
caae. 174;,,!73. 180. 182. 192. 

WiUdnaoIl ...... AlIa. quoted. 1$6. X57. 16x. 
162. 

WIllard. A. P •• Gov. of IndIana, 477. 483. 571. 
'WJJIud. lira. A. P., 571. 
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WiIJIaIu. BeDIY B •• UeatellaDt of Uberty 

Guardi. 121; member of Free State LeaPeIa
tare. 133; UeatellaDt III John Brown Jr:. com
pany. 149; hie story of Pottawatomie. 149 
eeqq.; d~John. Jr. from command. 150; 
declared by Salmon Brown to have led In the 
c:ou.acil that decided OIl oeceaaIty of Pottawat
omle 11111811&Cre. and to have prepared Uat of 
men to be killed. 152; aecretary of publlc 
meetinc at Osawatomie. 168; his attitude 
toward Pottawatomle expedition, 168 and D •• 
169; his claim to have been the myaterious 
melllll!D&"t. 175; 166. 177. Leu. /0 C. A. 
Foster'r' WIWama. . II. S .. 280. 

W'1lJIama. . B .. his W itA 1M 1JoI'tW R,.!/iGfU. 
607 D. 100. 

WIWama. William. 249. 
WUJiama, William, the firIIt pri80Der at Harper'. 

Ferry..!. 429, 430. 432. 
Willie, D. J .• 575, 576, 580. 
Wu-. o-.;e, Probate Judae. __ he OD B's 
~bed fist? 165. 

BeDIY. U. S. Senator from 101 ...... COD
venatioD with B. 3\l\l; 317, 318. 340. 342. 
Leu. /0 S. G. Howe. 339; froM S. G. Howe. 
;l41 • 

Wu-. ]ley. Banal, vlslta Bin lall, 544. 
Willdaeater ComJl'Ul7. at Harper • Ferry. 444. 
WiDJd~. Dr. J. w .. his JoII,. B_ 1M Hero. 

quoted. 237, 238. 
WIH, Barton B .• hie Life of H~ A. Wiu. 

quoted,466.527,547. 
WI8e. BeDIY A .. Gov. of Vlrainla. DOtified by 

Garrett of attack on Harper's Ferry. "\34; at 
Harper's Ferry. 444; quoted coDcemmg B. 
455; hie .. IDterview .. with B. 455aeqq.· collo
qu~ _with B, 463; apeech CODCI!I1liD8 i;d;avlor 
of Vlrllnla militia, 463. 464: hie later char
acterization of B, III lilht of his OWD capture 
of the aame araenaJ. 465, 466; quoted. 468. 
469; after the raid, 469, 470; and the qu ... -
tion of juriadictioD. 477. 478j receives much 
contradictory advice as to Dia course, 500 
aeqq.; declines to IDtelfere with "'Dtence. 
503, 504; his m ........ to the lelialature. 504. 
505.517..1. wea\m_ of hie lolle. 506; thequ ..... 
tiOD of JS'. 111lI8Ility. 507-50\1; L. Spooner's 
acheme to kidnap. 514; warned of pIota of 
reacue. 518; waminllettera received by him. 
519; e!fect of rt'8CUe acarea on him, 521; calla 
out troops, 522; appeala to Prell. Buchanan. 
523 i hie unfouDded fears of a reacue. 524; 
criticized for ezc:eeeIve precautiODll taken. 
526; suetalned by legiaiative committee. 526; 
his conduct diacuaed. 526. 527; poeaible ul

In jall. 547. 548; and loin. Brown. 549 • .550; 
In favor of 1eneiDcy to E. Coppoc. 570; John 
Minor Botta quoted c:oncenuDC 649 D. SO; 
164.293,472.474 and D .• 479. 481. 485. 505 D •• 
5211. 554. 559. 565.572, 587. 588. Leu.s /0 
10118. Muy A. Brown, 549, A. Hunter, 478. 
504,521. F. Wood. 503; froM Lydia M.ChlId. 
479. F. Wood. 502. 

WIH. John S.. his Brill of 1111 Brll, quoted, 
474D. 

WIiMt, O. JeJIIIIDp. prefen c:haraea apIut Cal. 
R. W. Baylor for lneftidency at Harper'. 
Ferry. 464. Leu. /0 Col. J. T. GII_m. 464. 

Wlth....-,]ley. John. hie _rial read by B. 
16. 

Wood. A. P .• punuea B and hie band of freed. 
alavea, 381. 

Wood, l'emaD40, uraea that B be DOt hauled, 
502. Leu. /0 Gov. Wi .... 502; fro. Gov. 
W1ae. 50~, 

Wood. R. W .. aeraeant In Liberty Guards. 121. 
Wood. Sam'l B .. leader of reecuen of Jacob 

BraUlIOD, 113' arrested by SherIff JOIIe8, and 
eacapea. 140~dlcted for trea8OD. 142; 132. 

Wood. Capt. -~-. J., hie cruelty to JohD 
Brown, Jr., 195. 196; aearchee vainly (or B 
after Pottawatomle. 196; later, a cliatiu
IIUiahed Northern seneral. 197; capturell 
many of Col. Harvey's force after filht at 
Hickory PoiDt. 256; 210. 

WoodrutI, Col. Duale1. B trlea to obtain hie co
operatiOD In his V~nIa project. 54. 55. 

WoodaOD, Dan'l, Sec y of Kauaaa Territory, 
his a1J"Ied letter to Gen. EastiD denounced as 
foraery, 116; actlDl-lOVernor of Kauaaa. 217; 
Col. Sumner and the diapena1 of tbe Free 
State LeIialature, 217-220; hie DIOClama
tlon. 218. 250. DOt enforced apIut Atchl8OD's 
and ReId'. force, 250; orden Cooke to IIIftIIt 
Topeka, 250. 251; 252, 257. un. froM Cal. 
E. V. Sumner, 218. 

WooI-&I'O'WIna:, elfect of Walker tarilf OIl, 59; 
PerldDll and Brown's operatloDll III. 59 aeqq. 

.. Worela aI Adrice .. for the GUeaditea, SO. 
52. 

Wor1mwa, Samuel, 387. 
W_ter (OIalo).1IaDk of. _ B, 37. 
WrlPt. S. B .. 21!.l. 
W~ Cit7 W8IItenl Arpa. qaoted. 370. 

Yank_. frowned upon, merely as IUCh. III 
Kauaaa 111. 

Yelton. John, brInp warnln& of attack OD 
Oeawatomie. 240; 121. 246. 

YOIUI&, ]ley. J_aa, 558 D., $61, 562. 

terior views ID dleJ:llay of force at Chari..... ZiOD IIethodlat ChvcIa, In SpriD&field. II .... 
town. 526. 527; at Charleatowu, 546; vlslta B attended by B. 68. 
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