Wikken Shannon.

This hero of the back settlements has been con-
firmed Goveruor, by a strict party vote in the Sen-
ate, thirty to twelve, showing how much our grave
aud reverend Senators aré influenced by mere party
considerations. We need no other evidence of his
unfitoess for the office, than his letter to the Presi-
dent, dated Dec. 11th, which has been officially
published. He speaks of the intensc excitement
existing “in the wholo upper part of Missouri;” of
armed men “rushing from "all quarters toward
Lawrence, some to defend the place, and cthers to
domolish it.” He says in contequence of the num-
bers and arms of tha Lawrence men, he was obli-
ged to call for volunteers. “ These facts becoming
known across the line in the state of Missouri, large
numbers of 1nen from that state, in irregular bo-
dies, rushed to tho county of Douglas, and many of
them enrolled themselves in the sheriff’s posse.”

Being frightened at the spirits he had thus raised,
he sends a dispatch at once to Col. Sumner for U.
8. troops to allay the difficulty. But, without wait-
Ing for Col. Sumper, he was convinced that his
presence was needed to put down the tumult which

bis own ignorance and imbecility had occasioned,

and proceeded to the camp.
We ask particular attention to the following ex-
tract, as showing to what an extont the Missourians

had invaded Kansas:

“I found that Gen Strickler, as well as Gen, Richardeon,
bad very judiciouely adopted the po.ey of incarporaling
infe thair respective commands all (he irregular forces that
Aad arrived,  This was done with the view of eubjecting
them to mlilisary orders and disoipline, and to prevent any
unlawful acts or outoreaks. The great danger to bo ap
prehended was from an unauthorized attack on thetown
of Lawrence, which was being nlrongl{ fortifled, and had
about 1,050 men, well armed, to defend i, with two picees
of artlllery. Whiie,on the other slde, there were pro ab:i'
in al}, pear 32, roen, many of them inditferently armed,
‘but having s strong park of artillery. 1found inthe camp
at Wakarusa, a deep 7“ settled feeling of hostility agalm:;

foroes in

the 0p g for renioe, and app a fixe
determination 1o atiack that piace and demolish 3t and the
er asod take loo of their arme. 1t seerned to

2 universal ajdolon in the camp that therc was 1o safe-
ty to the law.and-order party In the territory, while the
other party were permitied to retain their Sharp's rifles,
2D {nstrument used only for war jurposes.”

These 8harp's Rifles scemed to-have produced a
prodiglous effect on the Border heroes!

Gov. Shannon then went to Lawrence to ascertain
for himself the feeling of ‘its defenders. We quote
again from his own words:-

“ Early on the mom‘ngf the 7th inst., I repaired to the
eamp at Lawrence, and found thom buelly engaged intheir
furtitications and drilling their forces, aud had a full and
satisfactory Jnterview with the committce appointed b
the forces in Lawrence in relatlon to the impending dif-
cultivs, £o far as ths eseention of the lawcs 1wcas concerned,
wehad ne difféully in coming 1o & satigfactory understand.
ing, It was AT ONOR agreed that the lavs the territory
akould Aare (Meir regular course, and that those scho dispu.
ted their vdldify should, {f they desired to do so, test that

gquestion in the fudiciel tri mﬂlhe country ; that in the
meantims o resistance shouid be made 1o thelr duo oxe-
cuton, . * h . A

Itis er I should ssy tAal they claimed that a large ma-
h‘rﬂy § Ihem had alweys beld und inculcated thr same
wiews,”

Shaonon then says that the party, which he face-
tiously terms “the Law and Order” party, was re-
strained with much more difficulty than the Law-
rence men, and that they went home dissatisfled
that they were not allowed to murder the men who
differed with them on the subject of slavery.

Is it not then abundantly apparent that had this
weak Governor gone to Lawrence at first, that all
this trouble and excitement would have been avoid-
ed? And is it not apparent that he is not the right
man for the place?

If President Pierce could be allowed by his keep-
er, Jefferson Davis, to sincerely promise to the free
state men of Kansas, that, at all coming elections,
their ballot boxes should be protected from out-
siders, he would find the inhabitants of that Terri-
tory as submissive to Law and Order, as any men
of the United States. But his decisions, or rather
wo siiould say those of Jefferson Davis, are all
against the freedom of the ballot box in Kansas,
and against the choice of a Legislature by the peo-
plethemscives. Admit Kansas as a State, and she
will then oxercise her own sovercignty in all these
particalars,



