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REPLY TO REV. UTTER

“OLD JOHN BROWHN.”

BY A SON OF

o -

Jason Brown Gives From His Own Expe.
- riemcye Eome Acvcount of tile Strug-
fle for Froedom in HKaasas,

r——

TG the Editor of the HACRALD:

In reply to Revw. David N, Utter
in the  November numbr of thko
Northh  American Review, I fcel my
inability to do the subject auvythiog

like jusiice from mremaory, and st refer the
bhogest inquirer after truth to ‘‘Fhillips’ Con-
quest of Wansas™” aund *“Life of Caplaimdobn
Brown,” by James Redpath,

Rev. David N. Utter, in his aanxicly tohold
up the charactor of my father as thke prined
of devils, brings up a5 entirely new the so-
called massacre of five pro-sitvery men ou
the Potawatomie Creek, Kancas, which bas
been part of the histary of Kausas for more
than twonty vears. e quotes from Red-
path’s Life of John Browa, but purposely, it
appears to mo, withholds tho principal causes
which drave the I'ree State pen of BEansas to
armied resistance in defence of their homes
and lives. Im his zzal to pgive 1Lhe
readers of history the wrhole fruth, he shut
Lis eyes aud ontircly ignored maoye than helf
of the written bhistory of Kupsas concerning
my father's carcer thero, and showsa spirit of
tatred worthy of his reverend Prother Martin
White, wao shot and killed my byother kred-
erick bofore the battle of Osawapbomise and
afterwards boasted of it. He 1sevidently a
Northern man, piniog for “TbLe Lost Cause,”
and still sighing for property io human flesh
and bicod. He did not see the paragraph
quoted from B, F. Stringfellosw’s sueach, de-
livared at St. Josepn, ¥Mo., in I35, & ycar
bofore any of Johu DBrown's fomily had
moved 1o Kansss, in which he said: 1 tell
you to mark every sconudrel aManls ¥OlUswWino
is the least tainted with abolitionjsun or free

soilism and exterminate hin, Neither
give or talke quarter  from the
dawnned razcals. To  those who

have qualms of counscience as to violating
laws, Btate or National, say the time has
come when such impositions must be disre-
garded, 62 your rights and properly are in
danger. I advise wyou one and all to enter
every election disirict in Eansas, ip defanco
of Reeder and his myrmidons, and +vote at
the point of the bowis knife and xyewvglver.
Neither taks nor give quarter, as thie causs
demands it. It is enough that thoe slave-
holding interest wills iy, from wiichk thore is
no appeal.?

My, Utter said nothing about themurder of
Dow, Barber, Jolinston, Stuart swd R. P.
Brown, five Frea State men, before tha kill-
ing of the men on the Potowatonrie. Ko was
blind to the story of the barbarou? murder
of R. P. Brown at Easton. A single quota-
tation from ““Phillip’s Conquest ©f Kausas”
will show to f‘the yvonth of our country?” that
there is more than one side to be heard from,
and enable them to sse bhow the Reverend
divine has hidden away a part of the {ruth in
bisg noble effort to injure the few left liviug
of John Brown’s family and to blacken ths
character and motives of the dead,

“‘On the 15th of January, 1856, an elaction
was held for State officers and Legislators,
under the Topeka Constitution, thronghout
the Territory. The pro-slavery mayor of
Leavenworth forbade an election eing held
there; but there was one man, a brave hero,
R. P. Brown, who determincd to resist this
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polla to a neighboring town, went out thero
with a few friends to defend the rightsof the
freamen. *‘*The Kickapoo Rangers *& gany of
pro-slavery  men, marched out  there
also, A skirmish ensued; they wers
successfully  resisted anda drivea bacik,
but Captain R. i Brown, on
the following day, on returning Ihome was
surrounded by an overshelming force, andd
at the earnest entreaty of his companions, al-
though against bis own Jjudgment, surren-
dered under a promise that their wersons
shonid be safe. DBut the moment this was

- cornplied with the terms were violated. Oxe

youug man was knocked down and g raffian
was going to strikze him with his hatchet (the
hickopoo Rangers carried hbatchots) but was
was preventzd by tbhe captain of the company,
Tha prisoners were taken back to Eaton, but
Brown was separated from them and puze in
an adjoining building., A rope wAs pur.
chased at tha store and <as shown to the
prisoners with the intunation that they
spould be hanged with it. It was SHercely
discussed for bours what should bs dome with
them, meanwhile liguor svas drank froely,aud
tbey wiuo were bruial witbout anything to
makeo them more s0, became ungovexrnably
fierce. Unwilling that all these men shouid
be murdered the captain allowed the other
prisopers to escape. One of them h&astened
to Fort Leavenworth in hopes of getting
troops to go and rescue Brownm, but it
was 8 vain astempt. Such protection
was refused. Tbhen followed a scoene
of atrocity and horror. Captain Brovwno had
surrendered his arms, and was helpless, His
enemies, who dared not to face him the night
before, though they had a snperior foree, now
crowded around him., “When thay began to
struce him, he arose to his feot apd asked to
be permitted to fight any one of thenx. He
challenged them to pit him against their best
man ; bhe would fight for his life; butaot one
of the cowards daved to give tie prisouer a
chance. Theu he volunteered to GzhE two,
snd then three, but twas in vaim, Tiess
men, or rather demons, rushed around Brown
and literally hacked him to death wath theiy
hatchets. Oue of the Rangers, alarge, coarse-
iooking wreich, named Gibson, inflictea tbe
fatal blow. A large haichet gash in tlre side
of the head peretrated the skuil and Lrain
many inches. The gallant Brown fell . and
bis remorseless enemies jumoed on bim while
thus prostrated and kicked him. Desperately
wounded though he was, he still lived, and as
thoy kicked bim, he =aid: *Don’t abuse me:
itis useless. I am dying.” It was A vain
appeal. One of the wretches, since a Tnited
Steres Deputy Aklarshal, stoopad over the
prostrate man, and, with a refluement
of crueltry excesding tha rrudest
ravage, spit tobacco juice i
his eyes. Batiated brutality at lzast went back
to its carousais, and 1t was then that & few of
their pumber. whom a little spark of con-
science or rear of punishment snimated,
raised the dying man, still grosnimg, and,
Elacim; bim on a wagon, his gaping wounds

at poorly skeltered from the bicter cvld of
that winter's day, drove him-to the grocery,
where toey went through the farce of dress-
ing his wounds, but, seeing the hopolessness
of his case, took himi hoine to his wife, The

pulse of iife was ebbing out. Sho asked him
‘what was the matier, aund how hevamse
thus.” ‘I have been murdered by a gpny of
cowards, in cold blood, without any causs,’
be said, and as the poor wile stoo over tho
bouy ber gallant busband, ke expired.”
No notice wasever takem of these atro-
cious murders by the powers that were—mever
ouce did they intertere to rve the puarity
of the ballot-box or the right_of free spwech.
No attempt was ever made to bring these
murdearars to justioe, that we ever heard of.
We were all marked, as well as many okbers,
for ile bullet and the dagger, and therd was
no alternative but to fight for our own homes
and lives and for others, Up to the fims thsat
my father left our camp near Ottawa
Br. Utter's account is measurably tius, aAc-

e P D

I cording

b o che Lonors of war.

to the best of my remembrance; bub
what was done by any ono or all of that com~
pany after that, I bave no personal kpowledge,
as 1 was in my bruther's company apd with
Captain Daytoa’s at Yalmyra, twelve miles
south of Lawrencse. We bad beer ordered
by Coloncel Sumnor., ¢f Lhe TUpited Statcog
cavalry, to disbapd apd return home., Wea
obz2ved the order.

It only remains for me 10 add that from my
earliest recollections of mm)y rather he was, in
all that he said and did, the most conscien-
tions man 1 ever Ekpew, aud I am suue that
notking but the sternost sense of duty conld
hayo induced him to caise the geath of those
men on Potawatomie Creck., I have always
had a Borrur of war, ahd have thought it s
wode of seutling diflicaltics fic only for bar-
barous nations; and the best thao I caw think
ol 15 now is, that by the laws of nations, svar
is legaiized wholesale butchery and murder;
but so long, as a people o pation will not live
up 9 the Golkden Bule there will be war, aad
detfensive war will Le justirtalbla,

Hev. Uteer says “‘the xual hero of Black
Jack was Captain bhore. Osawatomie wus
notf a viotory but a acfent of tho Freo State
periy.”? The reversnd has rhowp such a
lnave defermination to bhaug onto the axact
trur: at ail bazard that I will not dispute ki
for ali the honor he will gain by such utter-
ances, Captain Shore IS a good and brave
man, but 1 connot earn that ¢ven he claims
to be the hero of Blyeis Jack. I care nothmg
1y mattors but littie
whether tue battles of Binck Jeek and Osa-
watomio are looked wubon by hir. Utter as
victorles or defeats. #as at the Jatier én-
gcagoraenr, but T do pos kunow woethicr I had
tba honor of Lifling (os it is looked upon Ly
somo persous) anybody al Usawaioiie or not.
If I did, 1 would gladly transfer the honor of
the whole slaugntering paxt of ic to the Rev,
David . Utter aud his Ebrolber in divinity,
Rev. Martin White. T2 ouly reasl comfort-
ing reecullecticn of my pary in iv is, thab

did all in wmy power to salleviate
the sufferings of &  young aud
vory | intelhigent  Mssisipoian pamed

Illine, if ¥ remocmsbar correcely, who was ter-
ribly wounded buat abie to talk. He bad been
wounded A day or two belare in an attnck by
Free Stuto men on a ¢l of Georgiaps seven
or sight miles souihicsst of Osawartomie. a
weaather was hos, apd iba svound below the
kueo of the rizkt leg, Wildch was teriibiy
shattored by a Sharp's rifle ball, was tilled
with magzaots. How 1t was thet he did not
bove the right care, I do mnot hnow. All
about the Louse whoere he was ly'ng was ex-
citeimacnt and hurry t0 L2 ready to meet the
enony we cxpected svon to ettack us., I got
Ielp, cleansed bis wound of xhe vermin, aued
dressed it, bathed him_ and changed hig
clothes. While this was being done be ashed
my namo. 1 told hiw. He said: *“‘filought
the abolitionists were savages before I wos
brought here.’? .As he Isy taere pale und ex-
bausted from loss of blood and suftYering, bhe
tpoke of his howe and 1rleonds in Mississippi,
and how he wisihed ke bad never core
to Kansas., He said ha would scon be
abk resh, He asked mo if I would not
take care of himn for the feow hours ke
had fo live, [ toid him I wonld., AsI was
sittiog Dy his bed and saw the teary flowing
frota a bonrt fuli of sorrow sud trouble, aloue
among straungers, and oy f{irrom nome.
thought this: If these ars some of the things
which mako war glorious and honorable, de-
Iiver we fromn the houworsof war., In a 1no-
ment iuure I was suddenly calied away to de-
fend wy own Jife, and probably to do more of
such work., 1 would rathwr bave the real
good it did me theu to card &5 best I could for
a fow hours for a misgilided dying enemy
than to have all the glory ever gained by the
proudest and most siCeoessiil warrior that
ever shook the earth with the thundcer of Lis
ns and the tread of his mighty armies of
easta and meu since the worid began., I
heard afterwards taat tbis young maun svas
rescued from *‘the aboliticn ficnds” by Reed’s
arroy aud thrown into a wugon with otber
wounded men and died rowewhere on the way
to Alissouri. X don’t kpow that this is true.

I would rather be calleda fanatic and miad-
man eall my life, be abandoned by every
triend on earth, persecuted by myv enemies
and yet have the conscioustes that 1 have at
least triea to undo scmwee of the heavy burdeus
that afflict honanity; to help litt up the
falion, to be tho rneans of opopiog the way
for a single ray of sunsping to enter some sad
and lvnely heart, than to bave all ithe wealth
E"ln"_ﬂlrﬁ wrenched fromnthe bendy of unpaid
toil.

I will briefly notice the last of Mr, Utter's
malicionus assertions., Hesays “*‘John Browu's
F‘:-inc:iplm; wera those of the Russian Nihiliss,

v"irsi make a clean sweep of the present civil
iation and JebUigd WHECHIIR WRaL ISR
thing about the principles of the Russian Ni-
bilists, and will not accuse Aim of even using
the truth expansively in that assertion, but
wonld advise the pastor of thre “Church of
the Messinn of Chicago” to study more carse-
fully that book which he hss tiken upon him-
selt to eapound to his felloWw men, expecially
those periions of it that dwell oy the value of
iruth and the fearful com<oGuences to thase
who disregard it. Wkhoen o trae and full his-
tory of that stiuggzle fur freedom in Kanzas
shiall be written, as it wiill be, then the
Rev, David N. Utter will Imow, if he stndies
it carefully, that the biood of Dow, Barber,
R. P. Brown, Frederick Brown. Johnson,
Stuart, Kalser, barrison, ¥ovvers, Roberison,
Kolpetez, Awmos Hall, Austin Hall, Partridgo
Campbell, Snyder and oéigers, most of them
niurdered, {f{wo of then Sfter they bad
falien wounded at the babcle of Osawato-
e, still eries from tho growpnd as loudly as
that of Wilkinson, the hred Doyvles and
Sherman, JASON BROWN.

Alkron, Q.
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