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IN i e exccution of his duties in
DOGUMENTSlN REI:B"ON TU KANSAS' I ::a?:lngxtnl:e m-mstuqacm‘ll ion conducting pri’soncu to

In order to correot the false and exaggerated states
ments regardir]xf the condition of - things 1a the
Territory of Kansas, and the acts and purposes
of the goverament of the United States, and to
show the precise truth in both respectsﬁ,i“'e have
abtained and now publish the following official cor-
respondence :

N DEPARTMENT OF S’m'rs,}

Washington, August 26, 1856,

Sir :~The present condition of the Territory of
Kansas renders_your duties as governor highly res-
ponsible and delicate. In the instructions heretofore

icated to your pred: ,in February last;
in the annual message to Congress of the 24thof the
revious December, and in orders issued from the

Var Department, (printed copies of which are here.
with furnished,)’ you will find the policy of the
President fully presented. It is, first, to maintain
order and quiet in the Territory of Kansas; and, se-
cond, if disturbances occur therein, to bring to pun-
ishment t hie offenders.

Should the force which has been provided to at-
tain thesc objectsprove insufficient,you will prompt-
1y make known that fact to the President, that he
may take such measures in regard thereto as to him
may seem to be d ded by the exig of the
‘ case.
"1t is important that the President should be kept
well informed as to thestate of things in Kansas, and
that the sourceof his information should be such as
to insure its accuracy. You are therefore directed
by him to communicate constantly with this depast-
ment. Such facts as it is deemed important to have
early known here, {ou will cause to be transmitted
by telegraph as well as by mail.

The President indulges a hope that, by your encr-
gy, impartiality, and discretion, the tranquility of
the ‘Territory will be restored, and the persons and
property of our citizens therein protected.

I am, sir, &e.,y W. L. MARCY,
His Excellency Jonn W. Geany,
Governor of Kansas “l'erritory.
e annd

{Enclosure No. 1.] 3
By the President of the United States of Jimerica.
A PROCLAMATION.

W hereas indications exist that public tranguility
and the supremaey of law in the Territory of Kan-
sas are endangered by the reprehensible acts or pur-
poses of pergons, hoth within and without the same,
whe propose to direct and control its political organ-

places where they may be safely kept by the civil
authorities. . »
In discharging the delicate functions arising from
the peculiar condition of affairs in Hansas, you will
fully abstain fi i in any degree,

y rom y
upon the proper sphere of the civil authorities, an
will observe the greatest caution to avoid any con-
flict between the civil and the military power.

You will report directly to this department, and
communicate frequently and fully in regard to the
progress of events,

Very respcctfully, our obedient servant,
JEFF. ly;AVlS, Secretary of War.
Brevet Brig. Gen. P. F. S»ut,
Umted States Army.

St
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,
Fort Leavenworth, K I'., Aug. 22, 1856.

Colonel : Late in the e ening of the 18th instant
I received from Ma(jor Sedgwick and from Gov.Shan-
non the letters enclosed.

1 had heard previously various rumors of outrages
committed by bands of armgd men about the neigh-
borhood of Lawrence, and had scen hand bills pub-
lished in other towns purporting to give an account
of them, and messengers came to meon two oceas
sions 1o relate what they had seen of anattack on
Lecompton on the morning of the 16th instant; but
as all this must have happened near some of Major
Sedgwiel’s posts,and 1 received no information frem
him, and as much of the information I had received
1 knew to be false, 1 placed no confidence in it whate
cver, cspecially learning that up to the 17th no at-
tack at all had even been made on l.ecompton.
Bajor Sedgwick alludes, in his despatch enclosed,to
an attack on Franklin, ~"This is all the inf tion

or not their being thus assembled to repel suchinva.
sion is in violation of your instructions?
I am sir, your most obedient servant .
, M. P. RICHARDSON,
: Major Ueneral First Division K. M.
To Brig. Gen. PErGIFER F. Satit,
Command ng Leavenworth, Kansas Territory.
—————
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST,
Fort Lenvcnwartb{i August 18, 1856, }

Sir: I have to acknowledge the recvipt of your
communication of the 17th instant, and to inform

[Enclusure No. 4.}

-] you that Capt. Howe’s company of artillery and two

companies of cavalry, will leave this post to-morrow
morning to join you,and that all the disposable force
at Fort Riley has been directed to proceed without
delay to-Lecompton.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your cbedient servant,

GEOQ. S,
N Assistant Adjutant General.
Major Jouy SEDGWICK,
First Cavalry, Lecompton.

P. 8.—Captains DeSaussure and Beall have been
directed to join you.

HeanquarTess DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST, }
Fort Leavenworth, August 19, 1856.

Instructions for the officer in command of the de-
tachment of United States troope ordered to assem-
ble in theneighborhood of Liecompton, the capital of
Kansas ‘Uerritory, on the requisition of the governor
thereof to repress insurrection:

Sir : ‘T'he whole of the 1st regiment of cavalry,
(escept one company at Fort Leavenworth and one
at Fort Kearny,) with Capt. Howe’s company of the
artillery, and a squadron of the 2d dragoonsand a
detacl t of di ted men of the same regi-

Ot '
{Enclosure No. 5.]

I have as yet on the subject that is authentic; the
date and particulars are yet unknown. But on the
assuranceof both the governor and Major Sedgwick
that there arc 800 armed men assembled in Lav-
rence, who can be increased in twelve hours to
twelve hundred, and that it is expected they would
attack and destroy the capital of the Territory,
Lecompton, I have ordered Lieut. Col. Johnston’s
second cavalry to go there, with all the troops at
this post except a small company, and have or ered
all the men from Fort Riley, except a small garri-
son, to the same place. I have sent down to have
all the troops, recruits and others, at Jefferson bar-
racks to be sent here,and will send them and any
companics of the Gth that may arrive, to reintorce

jzation by force: It appearing that binations
have been formed therein to resist the exccution of
the territorial laws, and thus, in effect, subvert by
violence all present constitutional and legal author-
ity: It also appearing that persons residing without
the ‘Perritory, but near its borders, contemplate
armed intervention in the affairs thereof : It alsoap:
pearing that other persons, inhabitants of remote
States, are collecting money, engaging men, and pro-
viding arms for the same purpose: And it furtherap-
pearing that combinations within the Territory are
endeavoring, by the agency of emissaries and other-
wise, to inducé individucl States of the Union toin-
tervene in the affairs thereof, in violation of the con-
stitution of the United States:

And whereas all such plans for the determination
of the futurs institutions of the Territory, if carried
into action from within the same, will constitute the
fact of insurrection, and, if irom without, that of in-
vasive aggression, and ‘will, in either case, justily

tain the Jaws of the ‘Ferritory as those of the Union:

¢ 1

gaged in unlawful combi-
nations against the constituted authority of the
Territory of Kansas or of the United States to dis-
perse and retire peaceably to theirrespective abodes,
and to warn all such persons that any attempted in-
surzcetion in said T'erritory or aggressive intrusion
into the same will be resisted not only by the em-
ployment of the local militia, butalso by that of any
avaliable forces of the United States; to the end of
assuring immunity from violence and full protection
to the persons, property, and civil rights of all peace-
ful and law-abiding inhabitants of the Territory.

If, in any part ol the Union, the fury of faction or
fanaticism, inflamed into disregard of the great
principles of popular sovereignty which, under the
constitution, are fundamentalin the whole structure
of our institutions, is to bring on the country thedire
calamity of anarbitrament of arms in that Territory,
it shall be between lawless violence on the one side
and conservative foree on the other, wiclded by legal
authority of the general government,

1 call on the citizens, both of adjoining and of dis-
tant States, to alstain from unauthorized inter-
meddling in the local concerns of the Territory,
admonishing them that its organic law i3 to be
exccuted with impartial justice; that all individual
acts of illegal interference will incur condign punish-
ment:and that any endeavor to intervenc by or-
gauized torce will be firmly withstood.

I invoke all good citizens to promote order by ren-
dering obedience to the law; toseck remedy lor tem=

and require the forcible interposition of the whole | Y A ol Cooke’s Six e i ”
power of the general government, as well to main- prisoners.  Licut. Col, Cooke’s six companies have

Now, therefore, I, Franklin Pierce, President ol |
the United States, do issue this my proclamation to |
all

the d on the Kansas, il‘n-:ccssar{. Alarge
force may prevent any violence; a small one might
tempt to Lhe commission of it.

1 enclose my instructions to the ofticer who may
have command of the troops. He is to confine his
action 1o the cases specified in the constitution, and
provided for by the acts of Congress of February 28,
1795, and March 3, 1507, I could not tell that
Congress had this session restyicted theaction of the
troops as far as was in their power—that is, to the
constitutional provision.

I also a tion from an oflicer of
the wilitia on the northern border of the Yerritory,
showing liow cuntradictory and inconsistent are the
accounts spread aver the country, fur the party that
Laue brought from Iowa is on the northera border
and on the Kansas at the same time.

Cél. Sumner’s regiment cannot now muster 400
men, including Capt, Steuart’s company on its way
to Fort Laramie, and a detachment under Lieut.
Wheaton en route for Fort Kearny with the Sjpux

a fittle more than 100 horses.
With respect, your obedient servant,
PERSIFER F. SMITH,
Brevet Major General, Comd’g Dep’t.
Colonel S. Coorer,
Adjutant General of the Anny.
-——
{Enclosure No. 1.]
Camp NEaR Lecoyreroy, K. T, }
August 17, 1856.
Major: As the governor wishes to communicate
with the general commanding the department, I
avail myself of the opportunity te report that, with.
in the last few days, parties ol armed men have been
assembling in various places, committing many de-
predations, and have now become se bold as toattack
2 house within two miles of the troops. After the
attack on Franklin by the frecsoilers, they attacked
a camp said to contain about forty, who had banded
themselves together for protection.  After dispersing
them and burning the house, they maiched on this
town. ‘The governor requested me to move on with
all the disposable force I had, which amounted to
only thirty men. Alter remaining in town till after
daylight, I returned to my camp, and had just reach-
ed1s when 1 heard the report of a six pounder, and
soon ascertained that the house of Col. Titus, in
which he Liad twenty men, was the place attacked.
I placed iy command between the house and town §
and the governor soon alter joining us, we moved in
the direction of the place attacked. By this time
the house had been destroyed, one man killed, Col.
‘Titus and one other dangerously wounded, and the
others earried off prisoners.
This ing 1 reccived from the governor a com-

porary cvils by peacetul means; to tenance
and repulse the counsels and the instigations of agi-
tators and of disnrganizers; and to testify their at-
tachment to their country, their pride in its great-
ness, their appreciation of the blessings they enjoy,
and their determination that republican institutions
shall not fail in their hands by co-operating to up-
hiold the wmajesty of the laws and to vindicate the
sanctity of the constitutien.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my
hand, and caused the seal of the United States to be
aflixed to these presents,

Done at the city of Washington, the eleventh day |
»  of February, in the year of our Lord one thou- |
sand cight hundred “and fifty-six, and of the

[seaL) independence of the United States the cight-
icth, FRANKLIN PIERCE,
By the Presidents
W. L. Marcy, Secretary of State.
-

{Enclosure No. 2.
War DEPARTMENT,
Washmgton, February 13, 1856, }

SR : T'he President has, by proclamativn, warned
all persons, combined for insurrection or invasive ag
aression against the organized government of the
"Territory of Kansas, or associated to resist the due
execution of the laws therein, to abstain from such
revolutionary and Jawless procecdings;and has com-
manded thein to disperse and retire peaceably to their
respective abodesy on pain of being resisted by his
whole coastitutional poswer, If, therelore, the Gov-
ernor of the Territory, finding  the ordinary coursc
of judicial proceedings,and the powers vested in the
United States Marshals, inadequate for the suppres-
sion of insurrectionary combinations or armed resis-
tance to the execution of the law, should make re-
quisition upon you to furnish a military force to aid
him in the performance of that official duty, you are
hereby directed to employ for that purpose such part
of your command as may, m your judgment, con-
sistently be detached Irom their ordinary duty.

In exceuting this dclicate function of the military
power of the United States, you will exerese much
caution to avoid, if possible, collision with even in-
surgent citizens, and will endeavor to suppress resis-
tance Lo the laws and constituted authorities by that
moral foree which, happily, in our country, is ordi-

' narily suflicient to secure respect to the laws of the
I'land, and the regularly constituted authorities of
I the government. - You will use a sound discretion as
| to the moment at which the further employment of
I the military, force may be discontinued, and avail
I'yoursell ot "the first opportunity to return with your
! command to the more grateful and prouder service
l'of the soldier—that of deft

For your guidance in the premises, you are refer-
red to'the acts of February 28, 1793, and March 3.
1507, (see Military Laws, pazes 301 and 123)) and
to the proclamation of the President, a copy of
which is herewith transmitted.

Should you need further or more specific instruc-
ticns, or should, in the progress of events, doubts
arise in your mind as to the cowrse which it may be
proper for you 10 pursue, you will communicate di-
rectly with this department, stating the points upon
which you wish to be infurmed.

Very respectlully, yonr abedient scrvant,
JEFF’N DAVIS,
Sceretary of War.

Colonel E. V. SuMmNER,
Umted States Army, coramanding Fort Leaven-
worth.
Lieut. Col. PaiLip ST. Groror CooxE,
United States Ariny, commanding £ort Riley,

———
~ (Enclosure No. 3.
Mr, Marcy to Go ﬁ'umzon.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, February 16, 1856. }

Sir : I herewith enclose to you a copy of a procla~
mation by the President, dated the 11th inst., duly
authenticated, and also a copy of orders issued from
the Department of War to Colonel Sumner and
Brevet Colunel Cooke, of the United States army,

‘The President 13 unwilling to believe that in exe-
culing your duties as governor of the Territory of
Kansas there will be any accasion to call in the'aid
of the United States troops for that purpose, and it
is enjoined upon you to do all that can possibly be
done before resarting to that measure; yet if it be-
cames indispensably necessary to do so in order to
execute the laws and preserve the peace, you aye
hereby authonzed by the President to make requisi-
tion upon the oflicers commanding the United States
military forces at Fort Leavenworth and Fort Riley
for such assistance as inay be nceded for the above-
specified purposes.

W hile confiding in the respect of our citizens for
the laws, and the efficiency of the ordinary means
‘n’o\'idcd for protecting their rights and property,
he deems ity however, not improper, considering the
peculiar situation of affairs jn the ‘territory of Kan-
sas, chat youshould beauthorized to have the power
heren conferred witha view to meet any extraordi-
nary emergency that mayarise; trusting that it will
tiot” be used until you shall find a resort to it una-
voidable in order to insure the due execution of the
laws and to presesve the public peace.

Before any actual intesposition of the military
fizee on any occasion, you will cause the proclama-
tim of the President, with which you are herewith
furnished, to be publicly read.

am, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant,

W. L. N (.

Hon. WiLsoN Shanvoy, TAROY

Governor of the Lerritory of Kansas.

————
WaR DEPARTMENT,

C Washington, June 27, 1856, }
. Sir: You will receive speciaj order No. 67, of this
date, assi'ﬁm'ng you to the command of the depart-
ment of the West; and, in addition to the general
dutics which that position will devolve upon you,
your attention js especially directed to the present
disturbed condition of the inhabitants of the Terri-
tory of Kansas. Enclosed you will find copy of 2
proclamation of the President of the United States,
and of a letter of instructions directed to the com-
manding oflicers of Forts Leavenworth and Riley,
to whic !ou are referred for the views of the Exece
utive, and for the government of your conduct in the
contingencies therein contemplated, and if, in such
conlingencies, you should be ca]led,'upon to use any
portion of the troops under your command to 2id the
civil authorities in arresting offlenders, a detachment
of troops for that purpose will be directed to accom-

o
munication directing me to proceed to Lawrence and
demand the prisoners; and, in case of rfusal, to
take them by force, firing upon the resisting party.
1 immediatefy called upon the goveraor; and, at the
suggestion of Dr. Rudrique, 2 gentleman of high
standing, we proceeded to Lawrence, and had an n-
terview with the persons holding the prisoners. Al
ter a long consultation, (in which I took no part,)
the governor made anarrangement to exchange some
that he held, and sume other stipulations.

1 beliove that there are eight hundred men (arm

| ment, will be assembled under your command, and
| will be reinforced, il necessary, by such detach

will be governed by the existing orgiization of the
army and the laws made and pravided in such cases.
When i iments, brigades, or divisions
service of the

In making your requisitions for’ﬁa force, you

are presented to be mustered into the
United States, you will cause them, before they are
ived, to be minutely inspected by an officer of
your command, A‘Jpeinted for the purpose.
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFFERSON DAYVIS,
’ Secretary of War.
Major General PeRSIFER F. SMmiTH,
Comd’g Dept. of the West.
;
tions

‘War DEPARTMENT,
Washington, Sept. 3, 1836,

Sir: To supp i ionar, bil
against the constituted government of the Territory
of Kansas, and to_enforce the due execution of the
law against armed resistance, I am instructed by the
President of the United States to make this his
requisition upon you for two regiments of foot mi-
litia, to be furnisied to Major General P. . Smith,
of the United States army, commanding the military
department of the West, whenever the exigencies of
the public service shall induce him to call upon you
for the said troops, to be employed for the purposes
above indicated within the limits of said Territory.
Each regiment to consist of—

One colonel, one lieutenant colonel, one major,
one adjutant, (the Jast named to be taken from the
lieutenants of the regiment,) one sergeant major,
and ten companies. Each company to consist of one
captain, one first licutenant, one second lieutenant,
four sergeants, fsur corporals, two musicians, and
seventy four privates,

General Smith will be instructed, whenever he
may call upon you for these troops, to detail an offi-
cer from his command to inspect and muster them
into the service of the United Stales, at such points
as may be designated by your excellency-

| ments of inlantry and recruils as may arrive here in
| time. :

‘T'his force you will keep concentrated as much as
possible, making no detachments, except as scouts
and patrols, unless in cace of absolute necessity, of
which you will be the judge; and all the men, hor-
ses, and arms will be kept in a perfect state of read-
iness for instant actionat all times.

T'he governor of the Territory has required the
presence of these troops to aid the civil authority in
suppressing insurrection, and in protecting the peace-
able inhabitants of the Lerritory frem the lawless
violence of armed bodies which he represents as ar-
rayed for that purpose.

“I'hat you may have a distinct idea of your posvers
and duties in this position, the following official in.
structions from the Exceutive of the United States
are referred to, and you will be governed entirely by
the rules thercin laid down :

1st. ‘I'he proclamation of the President of the U.
States, dated the 11th day of February last.

2d. ‘T'he instructions of the Secretary of War to
Col. E. V. Sumner and Licut. Col. Cooke,dated the
15tk of February.

As a great responsibility will rest on the ofticer in
command of the tronps, hie must, in assuming 1t, act
on his own judgment, and on inlormation perfectly
satisfactory to his own mind. After the examples
we have had daily of Jate of the gross falsehoous,
misrepresentations and exaggerations spread over the
eountry under what was said to be reliable authori-
ty, it will not be safe totrust to any intelligence the
source and channel of which are not satisfactory to
yourself,

You have the entire command and control of the
troops, and are m o case to cammit thewm to any
other than the regular military authority. Send, as
soon as your command is assemiled, and weekly
thereafter, ficld returns of its strength, even though
the commanding general should be absent from Fort
Leavenworth, Send, also, topographical sketches
of the country around you, with distances marled.

T'o avoid weakening your command, you will hire
such expressmen as you may think necessary, and
will keep a coustant communication with® head-
quarters,

In conclusion, the General begs and directs you to
avoid as long as possible any appeal to arms. Use
every endeavor in your power to bring those whoare
in opposition to the law to a sense of their error;
especiaily avoid small conflicts, and consider the
shedding of a fellow-citizen’s blood as the greatest
evil that can happen except the overthrow of Jaw
and right, which must end in civil war. But when
the necessity of action and the employment of force
does unhappily arise, employ it at onee with all the
power and vigor at your command, but continue it
only until you have suppressed the insurrection, and
then intertere to prevent any cruelty from others.—
‘T'he governor of the Territory should, if possible,
take means to keep the prisoncrs arrested under his
authority, and such as may hereafter be taken. Their
custody embatrasses the troops and diminishes their
efliciency.

With respect,

ed) in Lawrence, which can be i in twelve
hours to twelve hundred;they are in a state of high
exuitement—ahnost uncontioflable; and { believe
they will attack this town and destroy it if ever,

‘part of the agreement is not carried out, which I

fear cannot be done. I think, if any troops are
needed, it w.llbe a larger number than { have at my
disposal. At the request of the governor, I have or-
dered Captain Anderson’s company from the Waka-
russa, and Captain Nswby’s from Palinyra, to this
camp; they arnved yesterday. This increases my
cffective foree to about nincty.

¥ should very much like to have the advice of Co-
lonel Johnston for a few days, I wouldalso say that
I have received no instructions how to act in a con-
flict with citizens, or when an ofliver is authorized
to fire upoen them, escept the President’s proclama-
tion of I'cbruary 16, 1556.

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JUHN SEDGWICK,
Major First Cavalry.
Major GeorGE Dras,
Adjutant Genl. Dep’t of the West.

., ———
[Enciosure No.2.]

Yixecenve OFFICE, }

Lecompton, (K.) August 17, 1836. 3

Sin: This place is ina most dangerous and criti-
cal situation at this moment. We are threatened
with utter extenmination by a large body of free-
State men.

The report of Major Sedgwick, which will accom-
pany this, will guve you the particulars of the vari-
ous outrages which this body of armed men have
perpetrated within the last few [days.] 1 have just
returned from Lawrcence, where I have been this
day with the view of procuring the release of nine-
teen prisouers that were taken. 1 saw in that place
at least eight hundred men, who manifested a fixed
purposc to demolish this town. I know that they
mtend an attack—and that, too, in a very short
time. { have corrcet information that they have
five hundred men over in the Ossawattomie county,
some forty miles south; about three hundred in®the
valley of the Wakarousa; and a large body above
this place, variously estimated at from three to six
hundred. ‘They ean concentrate at this place ina
very short time some fifteen hundred or tyo thou-
sand men, well armed, with several picces of artil-
lery. 1t would scem that the business of “wiping
out,? as it is called, of the pro-slavery party, has
been commenced.  ‘This heavy force has most unex-
pectedly sprung into existence, and made jts nspnr-
ance witiin a few days past, The womenand chil-
dren have been mostly sent across the river, and
there is a general panic among the people. ‘The
foree here is small—say eighty or a hundred dra-

vons, and some hundred and twenty citizens, poor-

y armed, aud badly supplied with ammunition. Un-
der these circumstances, I have to request you to
send from the fort all your disposable force. A few
companics of mfantry ‘would be very desirable, and
some light artillery. Permit me to express the
hope that whatever force you can despateh to the re-
hef of this ptace will be sent as soon as possible.
Delay may be ruinous,

Yours, with great respect,
WILSON SHANNON.
Gen. P, Swrn,

3d. Aletter from the Adjutant General of the
army to Col. Suwner, dated March 26, 185G, in an-
swer (0 a request of Lhe latter to know the views of
the department in relation to the course to be pur-
sued towards armed bodies coming into the Territo-
ry, particularly the following paragraph: *“It is only
when an armed resistance is offered to the laws and
against the peace and quiet of the Lerritory, and
when, under such circumstances, a requisition for
military force is made upon the commanding oflicer
by the authority specificd in his instructions, that he
is cinpowered to act.”

And last: To the following extract from the in-
structions of the Secretary of War to the general
commanding the department, dated the 27th of June
last; .

«Enclosed you will find copy of a proclamation of
the President of the United Slates, and of a letter
of instructions directed to the z oflicers
of Forts Leavenworthand Riley, to whi & you are
referred for the views of the Executive and for the
rove t of your lact in the contingencics
therein contemplated; and if in such contingencies
you should be called lfpon to use any portion of the
troups under your comwand to aid ti\e civil authori-
ties in arresting offenders, a detachment of troops
for that purpose will be directed to accompany the
civil officer charged with the process, and to aid him
in the execution of his duties, both in making the ar-
rests and in conducting prisoncrs to places where they
may besafely kept by the civil authorities, In dis.
charging the delicate functions arising from lhc‘pe-
1

your obedient servant,
PERSIFER F. SMITH,
Brevet Maj. Gen, Commanding Department.
———
[Enclosure No. 6.)
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT oF THE WEST, }
Fort Leavenworth, Aug. 18, 1836,

Sir : 'T'he general commanding the department di-
reets that you will with the utmost despatch organ-
jze a foree of ane complete squadron of dragoons, to
be sclected from the most efficient for mounted ser-
vice, to proceed to the town of Lecompton, the seat
of government in this Territory, now threatened
with attack and destruction. The remainder of
your command, with the exception of the dismounted
men of the two wenkest companics, who will be
left as the guard to the post, will aceompany the

quad on lovt as riflemen, the officers to be
mounted, On arriving at L.ccompton Lhe officer in
command will report the presence of the troops to
the executive of the Territory of Kansas, and will
then be govesned by the instructions which will be
sent from these headquarters. The senior officer
present with the foree to be concentrated at or near
Lecompton, will command the whole.

{ am, Colonel, very respectfully your obedient ser-

vant, sEO. DEAS,
Assistant Adjutant General,
Licut. Col, P, S7. Gro. Cooxk,
2d Dragoons, Fort Riley, K. 'F".
———
[Enclosure No, 7.]
HeanararTewrs DEPARTMENT oF TiiE WEST,
Fort Leavenworth, August 19, 1856.

S1r: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 17th instant by Major Sedg-
wick’s express 1 have sent Col. Johmston down to
Lecompton with all the troops here except a small
company, and have ordered Col. Cooke to send from
Fort Riley ali the men there, except a small garri-
son. ‘I'here is no infantry within reach.

I have given to the commanding officer of this
force instructions founded on thoge of the Exceutive
to Col. Sumner, and since to myself,

It will be necessary that you should make sow
arrangement for the custody of the prisoners, that
will take them out of the hands of the troops. A
small guard cannot be left with them safely; a large
one cannot be spared, and (hey cannot be marched
with the troops, whose movements they would re-
tard and embarrass.

After the many false reports that have been brought
here under the ‘sanction of the civil officers in the
country, { can place no more reliance on such infor-
mation, and will only act on official reports from of-
ficers or intelligence Irom persons I know personally
10 be reliable; and, as my own action ané responsi
bility are to depend on the value of all such informa-
tion as to its truth, I must have it before me before
I can judge of the confidence to be placed in it.

With high respect, your obedient servant,

ERSIFER F. SMITH,
Brevet Major General Com. Department.,
‘T'o his Excellency WiLsoN SnaNsox,
Governor of the Territory of Kansas,

——
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, September, 2, 1856, }
Sir ¢ Reliable information having reached the
President that armed and organized bodies of men,
avowedly in rebellion against the territarial govern-
ment, have concentrated in such numbers as to re
quire additional wilitary force for their dispersion,
yon will have the militia of the Territory complete
y enrolled and organized, to the end that they may
on short notice be brought into the service of the
United States.  Upon requisition of the commander
of the mililary department in which Kansas is em-
braced, you will lrnish by companies, or regiments,
or brigades, or divisions, such number and composi-
tion of troops as, from time to time, you may find,
on his report to you, to be necessary for the suppres-
sion of all combinations to resist the laws of the
United States too powerlul to be suppressed by the
civil authority, and for the maintenance of public
order and civil government in the Territory.
1 am, sir, &e., W. L. MARCY.
‘To Bis Excellency Joux W. Geary, Governor of
the Territory of Kansas, Lecompton.
Wan DEPARTMENT,
Washington, Sept 3, 1856. §
Sir: Your despatch of 22d August and its enclo-
sures sufliciently exhibit the inadequacy of the force
under yourcommand to perforin the duties which
have been devolved upon you in the present unhappy
condition of Kansas by the orders and instruetions
herctolore communicated. ‘I'o mect this exigency,
the President has dirceted the governor of the ‘Perri-
tory to complete the enrolment and organization of
the militia, as you will find fully set forthin the
enclosed copz; ofa lelter addiessed to im by the
Sceretary of State, and the President has directed
me to say to you that you are authorized, Irom time
to time, to make requisitions upon the governor for
such militia force as you may require to enable you
promiptly and successfully to execute yourorders and
suppress insurrection against the government of the
‘Perritory of Kansas, and under the circumstances
heretofore set forth m your instructions, to give the
requisite aid to the officers of the civil *government
who may be obstructed in the due execution of the
law. Should you not be ableto derive from the
mihtia of Kansas the adequate foree lor these pur-
poses, such additional number of militia as may be
necessary will be drawn from the States of Jllinois
and Kentucky, as shown in the requisition, copy of
which is here enclosed.
{'he views contained jn your instructions to the
officers ding the troops, under date of Au-

culiar condition of affairs in Kansas, you will
1y abstain from encroaching upon the proper sphere
of the civil authorities, and will observe the greatest
caution to aveid any contlict between the civil and
military power.”?
Hrapauarteks First Division K. M,
Domphan county, Kansas, Aug. 18, }
Siri—In addition to the extra herewith enclosed,
[ have received rcliable information tkat a state of
actual war exists in Donglas county, and that in
other paris of the Territory, within ~ this division,
robberies and other flagrant violations of law are
daily occurring by armed bodies of men from the
Northern States. ~In the absence of all information
from the governorof the ‘'érritory, I have taken the
liberty o} exercising the authorily in me vested in
cases of invasion by ordering out the entire strength
of my division, to rendezvous at various points of
the division to receive {urther orders, - .
‘T'he object of this is to ask of you as commandan
of this district how far your orders require interfe-
rence with the militsa of the Territory, and whether
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gust 19, are fully approved, and accord so entirely
with the purposes of the Exccutive as to leave but
little toadd in relation to the course which it is de-
sired you should pursue. I'he position of the insur-
gents, as shown by your letter and its enclosures, is
that of open rebellion against the laws gnd constitu
tional authorities, with such manifestation of a pur

ose to spread devastlation over the land as no longer
Justifies further hesitation or indulgence. To you,
as to every soldier whose habitual feeling is to pro-
tect the citizens of his own country, and only to use
his arms against a public enemy, it cannot be other~
wisc than deeply painful to be brought into conflict
with any portion of his fellow-countrymen; but pa-
triotism and humanity alike require that rebellion
should be promptly crushed, and the perpetration of
‘the crimes which now disturb the peace and security
of the good people of the Territory of Kansasshould
be effectually checked. You will, therefore, encrge
tically employ all the means within,your reach to
restore.the supremacy of law, alw ays endeavoring to
carry out your present purpose to prevent the uane-

cessary eftusion of blood.
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Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFFERSON DAVIS,
Sccrctary of War,
His Excellency the Governor
(of Kentucky and Jllinois.)




