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May
The Sacking of Lawrence.

A Iiitle before sunrise on Wednesday morning,
Alay 21st, @ body of men armed wizhyU. S. mﬁ%ﬁ {
keis and cannon, ap upon the hill about
three-fourths of & mile southeast from the town
of Lawrence. - Additional forces continued to ar-
tive for several hours from the direction of Lo-
compton, and also from Franklin. Between eight
and nine o'clock,Gpm of the troops moved down
to the north, by Gov. Robinson’s house, to a hill
immmecdiately overlooking the town. Abouteleven
o’clock, U. S. Deputy AMarshal W, P. Fain (three
weeks from - Georgin) with a posse of eight men,
came into Lawrence. They were respectfully ro-
ceived at the Eldridge House.

n'{zh;a llnrs:‘%l !?i?‘ sum! dl sl;:\'eml prominent
citizens to posse, and then proceeded to
errest Judze Smith and Colonel I?eltzler ons
charge of high treasop. Judge Smith was sit-
ting In the reading room of tho hotel, and when
informed that the Marshal wanted to see him, he
cheerfully went fnto his room and submitted him-
self to tho arrest. Durivg these Eroccedings there
was no stir or excitement in the town, and not
more than tweaty or thirty men were about the
streets. The Marshal and his posse took dinner
at the hiotel, sfter which Col. Eldridge went with
his hack, and conveyed the prisoners and a part
of the possce to the camp.

The Marshal now dismissed hls entire posso,
and Sheriff Jones immediately summoned thein
ail. And thencommenced the seccnes disgracetul
to humanity, destruction to Kansas, and the end
of which Gud only knows.

Abont one o’clock, P. M., Jones rode into town
svith a posse of twenty-five mounted men, armed
with muskets and bayoncts. They proceeded to
the hotcl, and Joues called for Goneral Pomeroy.
He came to the door. Jones stated be had several
times been resisted in that place—attempts had’
been made to assassinate him—and ho now de.
clared that ho was ““determined to execate tho
Jaw If he lost bis life.””  And now, said he, I de-
10and of you, as the most prominent man in tho
p'ace, the surrender of allthe cannonand Sharpe’s
rifles that you have, and I give you five minutes
to decide whether you will ﬁh’c them up—taking
out his watch, aad noting the tine.

The genersl went up to the comamittes room,
and returned fn a few minutes, and replied that
the cannon would be given up, but that there were
no Sharpe’s ritics in the place, except such as,
were private vropoerty, aud that thoso could not |
Lo surrendercd. Jones scemed to be of opinion
that they had rifles which were not private prop-
erty, and requested him to stack all they had in
the street, and said that such as could be proved
private property would be returned. By this time
the whole posse, varionsly estimated at from fivo
to eight hundred men, were marching down the
bill, and coming into town on the south sido.

The cannon (four picces) wore produced and
carried thiough the street. Ono was a brags six
younder; the others little pop-guns, which a man
could cowfortably carry on his shoulders. No
1ifles wero delivered up,  Jones now told Colonel
Eldridge, who occupicd tho hotel and owned the
farniture, that tho hotel must be destroyed; that
bhe was acting smclll); under orders. The grand
Jury at Lecompton had declared the hotel and
presses at Lawrenco o nuisance, and ordered him
10 destroy them. 1Me would give Colonel Etdridge
£ opportunity to remove his furniture, and for
that purpose ho might have unii} five o'clock. It
was then fifteen minutes past three.

Col. Eldridge repled that the furnituro conld

ot be removed in tess time than hall a day, and
desired a longer tine.  Jones rofused. ‘Then said
Eldridge, give me time to remove my family, that
isall Task. A part of the furniture was after-
wards removed by the posse as plunder, but most
of it was burned with the house, By this timo
the “law and order’”” mob was pouring into tho
streets, and the residents, men, women and chil.
dren, sought shelter in the adjoining woods.

The first property destroyed was the pross of
the Kansas Free State, which was thrown into the
river, and cverything pertaining to the ofiice,
with exchanges, paper, and a large quantity or
roiscellancous books, was thrown into the streot,
mutiated and destroyed. Tho flag of the lone
star (“South Carolina and Southern Rllghts ”)
was helsted first upon the house of G. W. Brown,
of the Heruld of Freedom, and afterwards upon
the hotel. Brown’s press and everything in the
oflico shared the samo fato as the other, and a
wagon load of books and papers was trampled in
the streets. ‘

Jones promised in tho commencement, that no
private property should be destroyed. But houses
were broken open and ritled of whatever sulted
the fancy of the mob. Locks, bolts or bars were
no sccurity. Windows aund doors were broken
and destroyed, and money and valuables toa
largo amount missing. Itwas currently reported,
and uncontradicted, shat eight thousand dollars,
cbiefly in money, was lost from one hoaso.

About five o’clock three cannon were placed in
tha street, twelve or fifteen rods east of the hotel,
and some thirty shots wore fired, shattering the
wall consfderably, but proving altogether too
slow a methed of ‘destruction for these  law and
order’” men. They thon set firo to the bullding ia
different places, and put several kegs of pow-
der under it. ‘The flames and swmoko soon burst
out at the window, and the whole building was in
a blaze.. The walls trembled and - fell, and the
shouts and yells of the mob proclaimod the
triumph of law and order in Lawronce. While
the hotel was burning, the house of G. W.
Brown was twice st on fire, The floor was.
burned through.

The fire was finally extingulshed by some young
men of Lawrence. Tho mob threatened to shoet
them, but they were not deterred. If his house
had burned, several others must certainly havo
been destroyed, and there wounld have been dan-
ger of burning nearly half the town. Many of
tho mob were benton destroying every house in
tho place, and specches were mado urging the de-
struction of the town. Atchison, it i3 said, advi-
scd moderation. Col. Jackson, of Goeorgls, with
reany others, were opposed to the burnlag of tho
hotel. A tender-hearted man from Missourl, who
had come out to oxterminate the d—d abolition-
fsts, shed tears as tho sight of the destraction of
the property of innocent, unofiending men, as ho
found them to be. The mob began to disperse an
hour before sunsct, and at sundown most of thom
had left the town. A few, overcome by oxclte-
ment, or stupificd by liquor, lay Insensible in the
strcet, They were unhariced by the people of
Lawrence.

In the evening Governor Robinson’s house was
set on fire apd burned to the ground. And thus
ended, for that dey, the execution of the ““law”
in Lawrence.

The women and children of Lawrence slept that
night either beneath tho friendly sheltering trees
alopg the banks of the Kansas, or huddled togeth-
cr in small houses and cabins in the outskirts of
the town.

Onc man of the posse was killed by the falling
of & brick from the hotel.

The roport that a free state man was killed at
Lawrence on the 21st Is, I think, a mistake. I
think it has reference to a most cold-blooded
murder committed by them on the 19th instant,
at Blanton’s Bridge, three miles south of Law-
rence, where a man named John Jones was shot
after he had delivered up his revolver, the man
who shot him saying as he did it, “I have shot
one God d—-d abolitionist, and_ T’ll shoot
another.”” Jones was from Illinois. He died the
next night. ‘

From the numbers whom I have see1 return-
iog, and from credible information, I am of opin-
fon that there were three men from Missourt to |
on¢ from the territory engaged in this invasion.

The free state men had made no preparation for
defence, and no resistance was attempted. Men
from all parts of the territory would have come
to assist them but they did not desire it. So long
as there was hope in peaceful measures they
would resort to no other. [ greatly fear that that
time is pest, and that the scenes of the 21st will

rove to be tho commencement of a civil war in

{ansas. Ax Exye WiTNEss.
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