RELIABLE FROM KANSAS.
THE SACKING OF LAWRENCE:
Rufian Arson, Robbery and Murder.

PARTICULARS by an EYE WITNESS,
Mo Private Arms Surrenderedl.

——rrn

A Woman shot by the Ruflians.
A Pro-Slavery Account.

T the Editor of the St. Louis {Mlissouri) Democrat

A little befora suorise on Weduesday worning,
May 21at, a body of men armed with U. 8. mus-
kots and oannon, appeared upon the hill about
{hres-fourths of & mile southieast from tha town
of Lawrence. Additiooal fosces. continned to
arrive for several hours from the direction of Le-
compton, and slso from Franklin. Between &
and § o’olook, part of the troops moved down to
tha north, by (Gov. Robinson’s house, to & hill
{mmediately overlooking the town. About 31
o'clock, U. B. Daputy Marshal W. P. Fain (e
weeks from Georgia) with & posse of eight men,
oame into Lawrence. They were reapuetiully re-
eived at the Bidridge Lougs. The Marshal fivst
summoned several prominent vitizens to aid bis
poass, and then prooseded to arrest .Fudge Swith

and Col. Deitezler on & charga of high troason.
JudgeSmith waa sitting in the reading room of
the Hotel, aud when informed that the Marshel
wished to ses him, hoe cheerfully went into hit
room and submitted himsell to the arvest.
During these proceedings there was no storor excite-
ment in the fown, and not wmore than (wenty o)
thirty men were abous thestreets. The Marshal and
his posse took dinner at the Hotel, after whick
Col, Eldridge went with his hack, and conveyed
the prisoners and part of the posseto the camp

The Marshal now dismissed his entire posss
and Sheriff Jones immediately summoned then
all. And then commenced the scenes disgrace-
fal to humanity, the destruotion of Kansas, and
the end of which God only knows.

Abont one o'clook r. ¥, Jones rodu into towr
with a posse of twenty-five mouanted men, armec
with muakets and bayonets. They proceeded t
the Hotel, and Jones calied for Gen. Pomweroy
Ho came to the door, Jouesstated he had seve.
Tal times been resisted fn that place—attempl:
had besn made to assassinate him—and he now
declared that be was *‘ determined to axecute
the law if he lost his life.”” And now, said be,
I, as United States Marshal and Sherid ol
the county of Douglass, demand of you,
as the most prominent wmau in the place,
the surrendar of all the caunon and Sharpe's
rifles that you have, aud I give you fire
minuates to decide whether you will give them
up, takiog out his watch, and uoting the time.
The General went up to the Committeo rogu,
and returned in a fow minutes, and replied that
the caunon would given be up; bot that thore
were no Sharpe's rifles in the place, except such
aswore private property,and thet those could qot b
aurrendered. Joned geumed to think that they
had rifles which werenot private property, and
roquested him to stack alt they had in the street,
and said that such as oould be proved to be pri-
vate property would bo returned. Dy this time
the whole posse, variously estimated at from five to
eight hundred wmen, were marching down the hill,
and conung into town on the south side.

he cannon {four pisces) wers produced and
oarried tlrough the streets, Une was & brass
wix-pounder; the others little pop gaws, which
» man could comfortably carry on his shoulders.
No rifics were delivered up.  Jones now told Col.
Rldridge, who ocoupied the hotel and owned the
furniture, that the hotel must Lo destroyed;
that hewas acting strictly wnder orders.  Tho grand
jory at Lecowpton had declared the hotel and
prenses st Lawrenco » nuisanes, and ordered him
to destroy them., He would give Col. Kldridge an
opportunity to remove his furniture, and forthat
purpose bo tnight bave until five o'lock. It
was then fifteen minuies past threa, Col. Bl-
dridgo replied that the furniture could nct be
removed iu less time than bhaif a day, and desir-
ed & longer time, Jonea refused. Then said
Eldridge, give me time to remove my fawmily,
that i3 all I sgk., A part of the furniluro was
afterwards removad by the posse as plunder,
bat most of it was burned with the honse. by
this timo the ** law and order” mob was pour-
ing into the streots, and tho residonts, wmes, 2wo-
men and children, sought shelter in the adjoining
woods,

The flrat property destroyed was the pross of
tha Kansas Free State, which was thrown inte
the river, and everything pertnining to the of-
fice, with exchanges, papsr, and a large quantity
of miscellaneous books, was thrown into thu
streat, mutilated and deatroyed. The Nlag of tho
lone star (‘8. Carolina and Southern Rights')
wag hoisted first upon the honse of .. Brown,
of the Hernld of Ireedom, and afterwards upon
the Hotel, DBrown’s press and overything in the
oflloe shared the same fate a3 the other, and a
wagon load of books and papers was trampled
{n the streets.

Jones promised in tha sommencament that no
private property should be destroyed. Dut
houaes were broken open and rijled of whatever suit-
ed the fancy of the mob. Locks, bolta or bars,
were no security, Windows and doors werw
broken and destroyod, aud monsy and valuablen
10 a large amount aro missing. It was currently
reported, and uncontradicted, that vight thou-
sand dollars, chiefly in money, was lost from one
hounse.

About five o'clook, three caunon wers placed
in the street, twelvo or fiftosn rods enst of the
hotsl, and soms thirty shots wers fired, shatter-
ing the wall conaiderably, but proviug altogether
too slow a mothod of destrnotion for thesa * law
snd order® wmen.  They then set fire to the building
in different places, and put scveral kegs of pawder
wnder it, ‘The flames and smoke soon burst out
at the windows, and the whole buildivg was in
a blaze. The wallo trembled and fell, nvd the
shouts and yells of the mob proolaimed the
triuwph of law and order in Lawronco.  Whils
the hotel was burning, the house of &, W, Brown
was twice set on fire. The floor was burned
throngh. The fire was finally extingnished by
some youngmen of Lawrence., Themob threat-
ened to shoot them, but thsy were not deterrod
If his house had Dburned, several others must
certaivly have been deatroyed, and there wounld
Lave Leen danger of burning noarly half the
town. Many of the mob were bunt on desizoy-
fng every house in the plave, aud speeches were
made wrging the destruction of the whole town,

Atchison, it is said, advised moderation, Col.
Jaokson, of (uorgia, with wmany others, were op-
posed to the burnipg of the hotel, A tender-
hearted man from Missouri, who had cowe out
to exterminate tha d—d nbolitionists, shed tears
st the aight of the destruction of the property of
{nnocent, uroffending men, a3 ha found them to
be. The mob begau to dispurse an hour befors
aunset, and at suudown most of them had 1eft tiie
town. A few, overcoms by excitemuunt or stupi-
fied by liquor, lay ivsensible in the strast. Thoey

were unharmed by the people of Lawrsnce.

In the evening Gov, Robinsonw’s house was set on
Are and burned to the ground, And thus ended,
for that day, the execution of the *“law” in
Lawroncs.

The women and children of Lawrence slept thet
wight either beneath the friendlysheltering tricsal ag
the banks of the Kansas, or huddled together
amall howses and cabins on theoutskirts of the town.

One mau of the posse was killed by the fall-
1ng of & briok from the Hotol.

The report that a free State man was killed at
Lawrenoo, on the 21st, I think & mistake. I
think it has reference to a most cold-blooded
ynurder commilted by them on the 10th inst , at
Blanton’s Bridge, three mites south of Lawrence,
where a man named John Joues was shot after
he had delivered up lhisravolver, Theman who
shot him saying as be did it, *I have shot one
God d~-—d abolitionist, and I'll shoot auother.”
Jones waa from Jllinois. He died the next night,

From the numbers whom I have sesn retnrn-
Ing, and from oredible information, I am of
opinion that there were three men from Missouri to
one from the Territory engaged in the invasion

he free State men had made no preparations

for defence, and no resistance was attempted.
Men from all parts of the Territory would have
somse to assist them, but they did not desire it.
Bo long s there was hope in penceful mensures
they would recort te no other. 1 greatly fear
that that tima {3 past, and that the scenes of the
21at will prove to bs the commencement of a
oiril war in Kanaas.
ANOTHER OUTRAGE—A WOMAN SHOT.

In addition to the foregoing we have been for-
alsbed with the subjoined letter just received by
» gentleman in St. Louis, which throws addi-
tional light upon tho fearful stats of icenss and
disorder now existing in Kansas: —

TorexA, May 22.

Dxar Brorusa—Your wife s very unwell
She was injared in traveling the other day from
hers to my house. A prrty fired unpon us, and
 ball pasged through her arm. Comse here im-
mediately. I will send this Ly Mr. Duun, as
there is no dependence to be placed in the
malls, Yours affectionately,

GEO. H. W0O0ODS.

There are five hundred men here in arma,  Free
State men,

KAXN8As Crrv, May 22.
Correspondonos of tho Miseeuri Demoorat.'
I supposo you will have already published the
" gonexal faols of the sacking of Lawrence before
this resches youn. A town given up to desola-
“tlon and partial destruotion-—balls whistling in
every direction before the women and children
had an opportunity to make their escape—chil-
dren separated from their parents in the dismal
confuslon—mothers rushing through the streets
with infants in their arms—the mining and fir-
ing of the Fraa State Iotel—it is & pictare of the
miaeries and barbarities of war—the worst of all
wars, intern ‘cine and fratiicidal waer.
. SETTING FIRE TO A LIBRARY.

‘Daring the attack upon the Free Stata print-
ing press, s valoablalibrary of aome four or five
handred volumes belonging to Mr. Brown, the
aditor, was saveral times sat on fire by a portion
of - the posse, and as often’ extinguished by the
citizens. Had it beon destroyed, the fiames
would have 1aid fn ashes the whole of the east-

i part of the town. R

<

ACTS OF PILLAQGE,

Boaroely had the firing on the Frea State Hotel
commenced, when parties dispersed through the
town, breuking open stores and private dwollings
indiscriminately, and helping themselves to all
they conld lay thele handson. On the maiv
street nearly every house was sacked.  Oneman,
Mr. Johvson, who kept a hoardivg hotuse, had
the smount of $2,C00 in drafts, checks aud land
warrauts taken from him. Col. Topliffe, a grad-
uate of West Point, and sppointed last fall by
Gov, Shannon Colonel of militia, was foroed into
4 room at the Froa State Hotel by members of the
possa, and deprived of Lis commission, private
paperd, gold wateh, and money to theamount of
8800, 1is trunk was then broken open with a
| fiavonot, and his clothes taken out and carried
ot THE SHOOTING OF YOUNG JONES.

1 am cognizant cf facts relative o the murdey
of the boy Jones, whioh probably will not reach
vou so Roon from apy other quarter. On the
‘.\Iondny previous to the attack on Lawrence, lie
waa proceeding on horseback about two miles
from Wakeruse, when he et five or six men
who ordered bim to stop sod dellver up his
arms. Ho replied, ¢ All the arms I have is that
little pistol,” which he gave up. His asanilonts
then callsd upon him for the horse he rode,
wwhich he refused to surrender, saying ke hod @
wmother dependent on himsd!f and his team for sup-
port. e then started on, was called to by the
captain of the band, who threatened to shoot
hitn. To this he paid no attention. He wus
then fired tepon and shot throwgh the back, the ball
lodging iu the abdomen. This took place about
poon. He dled at 11 o’clock that night.

THE DEATH OF §TUART.

On tho afternoon of that dny, a party of five
ptarted from Lawrenge to ges young Jomes, On
their way they wers met by two pro-slavery men
teom Lucompton going to Kranklin, They were
commandod to balt and tnrn back., This they
refused to do, snying they wera ¢ détormined to
soo young Jones, who was shot on the Wukarusa.”
On attowmptivg to pursue their conrse, the two
wen rised their rifles to five, The ritles snap-
pad. Ins'antly the Lowrence party drew up thuir
vifles, which tigo snspped. Jne of the two then
made » gocond atiunpt to discharge his pioce,
which proved ton saccessful, A young man by
the name of Stuart, from Buffulo, N. Y., and
Clork of the Frev Topsks Legislature, fell mor-
tally wouaded, The ball struck him in the left
eye and passed entirely through the huad, soat-
toring frugmonts of the skull over the road.
One of the Lawrenco party then fired a yevalver,
the ball of which struck the man that had shot
Stuart in the haud. He dropped big rifle snd
rodo off.

WHAT SHANNON INTENDS TO DO,

Some days Lefore the sacking of the town,
Shannon snaid after the attnck on Lawrence, he
intunded to statfon one hundred United States
troops at Lawrence ; 100 st Topeka; and 100 on
the  Wakaruga and at Ossawaltamie, It s
thought that the reason why hs did not do this
Leforu the attack, was his l{ttle contidence in the
regular wilitary, who sympathize with tho Law-
vynce poople,

A “BORDER RUFFIAN'* ACCOUNT.
From the Xagvan Clty (Mo.) Enterpriso, May

Trom the Border Times extra of to-day we
wmunke tha following extracts, with some addi-
tional particulara, whioh we obtained from Judge
Vain, who was on the ground at the time. Itis
pofectly reliable and correet :—

Early Wudnesday morning, the U. S, Marshal's
posss took possession of the Mound in frout of
Tawrence, aud butween 10 aud 11 o'clock the
Marshal gent his Deputy, W. 1 F'ain, Xsq., into
Lawrenco with n posse ol eight.

They made four arrests aud returned and de-
livered their prisoners to the Marshal, who then
dismised iii3 entiro posso; when Sherill’ Jones
immediately summoned them all and took about
twenty with uim inte Lawrance,

Jones rodo up in front of the Fres State Hotel,
and ealling for Gun, Potweroy, demanded 8°t the
Sharpa's rifles sud artillery, giving him voniin-
utes to declde whether ho would surrendur or
net.

P'omeray soid Do would suurrender sll he
could get, aud fifteon minntes wag allowed them
to stack thelr arms in the streot.

Sherift Jones then requestod Col, Eidridgs to
rorove his furniture from the IFres State Hotel,
giving him two Lhoura to do so in.  Ridridge de-
clined, whon the posss euterod and removed
wost of the furniture into the strevt.

1t was the express orders of Sheriff Jones that
no privaty property shonld b Injured, and par-
tioularly that Robinsen’s honse shonld not b
touched, bt the crand had become s kighly excited
that notiing could be done to restrain them They
then earried the arttllery in frout of the Fre.
State Hotel, rud fired upon it until the walls bu-
gan te fall; they then set it ou five and left it in
raing.

The printing waterinla of the Werald of Fres-
dom and Kausas Free State ofices, were thrown
into the river.

After n portion of the posse had left, Robin-
son’s house waa burned,

During the excitement, s mau attompted to
run, was hailed, ho did not stop—he was shot.

A Pro-Slavory man was accidentally killed by
the fallivg of & brick from the Hotel walls,

A receipt was given by Sheritl' Jones to Gen.
Pomeroy for all the ritles 4nd eannon surrender-
ad by him to the anthorities of Douglss county.

KANSAS CITY HOTFL THREATENED.

Tho Hotel at Kansas City, {Mo.) whioh is said
to belong to tha Emigrant Company, is threaten-
eQ with destruction,  The fellowing praclamation
for a 1weating of the citizens, ealled by the Mayor,
wag for that purpose t—

Cimizkyg’ M —A meeting of tho citizens
of Kaneas City will be held nt the Mayor's office
this evening at - o’clock, to epnaider measures
relntivo to the Awmoriean botel. Lot thers be a
ganaral attsndance, M. J. PAvsE, Mayor,
| 7 May 2, 1366
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