SUFFERINGS AND WRONGS OF THE
STATE PRISONERS IN KANSAS,

‘To the Americanx People,

POLIIICAL PRISON, LXCONPTON,
STUNDAY, Uol. 19, 18

It is well known to the whole civilized world
that previons to the srrival of Governor Geary
in Kausag, this Territory was the scene of a most
direfal oivil war. It i equally well known that
in all that terrible drama the people of Kansus
were' alone the sufferers, and that organized
bands of robbers and murderers from the adjoin-
ing States were almost the sole perpetrators. In
the beginning they had wrested our government
from us and made our laws, but finding us un-
#illing to fawn to their dictates and to acknow-
ledge them as our lords (as peoplewho had ence
tasted liberty should be) they used fire, starva-
tion and thio sword to bring us to submission.
We ware all taken prisoners that night, by & de-
tachment of United States dragoous, nuder com-
mand of Captain Word. Qur forces numbered
one hundred and one, No resistance was made
to the troops. After being deprived of our
arms, & stroug guard was placed vpon us.

Ths next day we were marched to Lecompton,
where wo were, for the first week, under guard
of the federsl troops. We wers then marched
to the prison house, where swe now are, gusrded
Ly the Torritorial militis, nine-tenths of whom
are non-residents and intend leaving the Terri~
tory a5 soon 83 the time of their thres months
sulistment under @aary shall have expired. A
number of other prisoners have been brought in
since, charged with various cffenses. A pum-
ber have eseaped from this den of horvor, a fow
have been discharged, and one was released this
worning by the Great Deliverer. QOuar number
ia now ninsty-eight, eighty-seven of whom are
held on the Hickory Point charge. The remain-
ing elaven ars suspected of having besn engnged
in feeding their starving families with bresd
foreibly taken from those who were endsavoring
to destroy them. Time after time ling @overnor
Greary suid that no notion ghould be taken con-
cerning political offenses committed previous to
tha issue of his proclamation, yet more than
once since has he used that portion of the Fede-
ral army under his command, to make seizares
of ‘persous o charged. Wa are all held either
against this promise, or for following the advice
of one supposed to speak by authority, and dar-
iing all this time awt a pro-slavery man has been
arrested, althongh Gov. Geary asod the U. B.°
Marshal cannot help kaowing that murders and
other crimes without number, have been com-
mitted by the leaders of that party. Even
Geoary'smilitia after the murder of David Buffum,
passed through Lecompton under s black flag,
the emblem of pirstes, ne oue daring to molest
them.

A portion of our number have families de-
pending upon our earnfogs for support, We
bave also, many of us, outstanding crops of graat
value going to waste, or suflering hervy loss.

\We come now to speak of & subject too vital
to admit of our passivg it unnoticed, yet too
fall of herror to dwell upon. Wa allude to our
treatment and coudition sinca onr cenfinament
here, auy description of which wmust come far
shoxt of thy terrible reality, A few of our guard
will ever be remembered by us with smotions of
the deepest gratituda for their kindness, but the
greatest portion of them are druunken, brawling
demouns, too vile and wicked for portrayal,—
Times without utunber have they threatened to
shoot us or stab us, and ot unfrequently have
they attempted to enrry out their liallish threats,
Suveral nights bave the guards amused them-
julves throughout their different wutches by
sursing us, throwing stones at the house, and
breaking glass, sagh, &e. Two large cannon
stand planted but a few yards from our prison,
and two nights has the match been swuug seve-
ral Lonrs in the hands of the gunners with or-
dera to fire Doth caunon (loaded with shot and
slugs) upon us, in eass onr friends should coms
in suflicient force to avenge onr wrongs. These,
Lowever, 8re only slight, compared with other
insults and sufferings heaped upon us daily.—
Most of us aré poorly clad—few have auy bad-
ding—our prison is open and exposed, and is
surrounded with filth, Within all i3 covered
with venuin, and everything is mived with
misery. In childhood we listened with doubt
to the dark stories of the Jerssy prison shipsand
the Black Hols of Calenita, never dreaming that
wa should at last be actusl prisonersin their
counterpart. More than once hnve we prophe-
cled to each otber, that sli would not Ieave this
vharnel house alive, Qar assurtions have been
verifiod.  Severn} have besn sick—dangerously
sivk—one hasdied. His name was W, Bowles,
{ormerly from St. Charles, Migsouri. He labored
with us nobly in defending our God-given rights,
and it wag with feelings of uvutterabls sorrow
that wa parted with Lim. After an illness of
two days he left his sutferings this morning at 1
o’clock. Before his death wo requested the offi-
ver of the giard to have him removed to a place
of quiet. Ve talked snd became tired, yot
nothing wasdope. Lastnight all the physicians
in town wase rent for, and each refused to come.
Dr. Tno. P. Wood, who is o Justice of the Peace
aud & Judge of Probate, could not come ** be-
cause he was sick ; * yet he was seen that eve-
ning, a3 well as the following morning, doing
hard labor. Othars had ressoung, we know not
what. Dr. Brooks was gent for five times, but
ag he was at a card table playing ‘* poker,”’ he
swora that e *“would not leave the game to.
gave avery G—d d—d abolitionist in the Terri-
tory.”” Many thanks are due, however, to Mr.
Culdwell, & pro-slavery man, and Mr. Marshal,
of the town of Lecompton, for the kind aid they
guve us.

The Governor paid us a visit yesterday morn-
ing, which is the third since our incarcerntion.
We showed him young Bowles and told him we
fenred this was the beginning of an epi.emic
whieh wounld prove fatsl to not a few. We
showed bim our geanty clothing. He said that
the Grand Jury which was in session all last
week wopld probably flvish its business by night,
that all against whom no bilis were found would
be irmmediately released, and that although he
wag geing away and should bs absent several
dsys, yet he should leave orders that all those
retained should be provided with every comfort
that could ba procared. Bat the Grand Jury has
not ended its exsmination and none can tell
when it will. Sickness and death of the wost
horrid forms are in our midst~thae scrapings of
pandemouium surround us.  We can ses nothing
left us but an appeal to the last Tribunal with
God ag our Judge, and onr Jury the great Amer-
ican people, We are willing to suffer if neces-
sary for the cauge of Liberty and of Kansas, but
iz it necessary? Will yon answer to (od and
lat ns hear your decision ?

ILLINOIS. MASSACHUSETTS.
Thomas Hawking, Dover, C. L. Pioaton, Worcester.
Auron D. Roy, Linden, A C. Soley, "

Thos. Locesun, Rock Inland, L. D.Coleinan, Southnmton.
J. G, Keicham, Bloomington E. D. Lymun, -
G, N. Netl, do. Henry Hurd, Lowell,
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A. V. Vickers, Bath, A. W, Dolo, Fitehburg.,

J. W, Jordan, Ayle co., Johp Lugrue, Springfield.
A. S. Gnter, Harnilton, S. G. Prutt, Baston.

John W. Whitas, Furm Ridge, H. York, Weat Brookfield,
Thos. J. Alliff, Curllele, Al H. Parker, Clinton

4. Tower, Goodall, NEW YORK,

Inanc Gray, Chicago, ‘T. J. Dickineon, Newburg.
Geo. Smith, Wilmington co,, C. J. Aucbinoole, Buflujo.
W. H Gill, Elizabeth, H. N. Dunlup, “
Adam Bauer, Sehuyler co., 1. J. Howell, N. Hartford.
Wliifam Cline, Peoria, Jured Carter, Suratoga.

Jamen Conley, Hulf Day,  H.N. Bunt, Now York.
P. stovons. Bloomingdale, C. C. Hyds, Hornolisvilla.
A. M. Humphrey, Bristol, A, Culer, Monroe Co.

| C. Hay, Osswego, J. R. White, Aforrisiana.
Jepso F. Py(!)z;:]Schuylur co. G. H. Powers, Onuida Co.

i

10. . RHODEISLAND.
7. H. Kngi, Bristolvlile, B D, Whipple, Providanco.
S, Voglesong, Hanaverion, PENNSYLVANIA.

H. H. Easton, fslend eo, I. P. Brown, Alleghuny Co.
E. R. Fullay, Mt Gillead, . . Pinney, Rockedalo.
Thes. Bowers, Chilligotie,  J. J. Boyer, Coatesville.
J. G. Fuller, Uberlin, ‘Wra. Kerr, Cannonsburg,
J. 1 Yonkes, Wureaw, Jos. B. Halnes, Philadeiphia,
Thoa. W. Porterfield, an old Milton Kinzle, Lebunon.
roldier under GenJackson DMISSOURE.
agod 72, Thoa, ¥arner, Buchanan Co.
A. G. Payne, Cleveland, David Patrick, Lexington
W. 8. Ware, Entor, . G. C. Beyman,Cooper Co.
C. A, Sereton, Wilmington, M. I. Mitchell, Liberty.

E. Cottinghar, Enton, J. H. York, Buchanan Co.
Glies Smith, Dolaware, Joa. Hicka. Platte Co.
AP, Bero}aoxv",v X‘iir!lnnd, WISCONSIN.

. C. 8. Glenson, Albany,

J. Fieher, Jefforson Co. R.D. NI

R, Fuller, Wiscotta. W.F ntine, Rook Co.
B, A, Jacobs, Oskalooen. E. Jenkivs, Spring Prairle,
G. A. Eberhart, Muscutine. 'W. Butler, Sauk Co.

cboly, Kosknong.

OHver Langworthy, Grinell. MICHIGAN.

0. D. Lewig, Davenport, Sam. Stewart, Detroit.

D. H. Montagua John W. Stone, ©
INDIANA. Roswell Hutehing, Troy.

A. G. Patrick, Greencastle. MAINE.

John Laurie, White Co. T. B. Swift, Brunswick.

$. Dolman, Grant Co. Thes. Bickerton, Portland.

Wm. Updegrafl, Falton Co. C. H. Calking, Halvaville.

W. G. Porter, Brookaton. VERMONT,

J. Linex, Richmond. 0. M. Meral, Woodstock.

John Ritehey, Franklin, John L, King, Brattleboro.
[1. Hoover, Huntingdon, Alonzo Crawford, Bnion.
N. Gritlith, Hancock Co.



