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PREFACE.

Tae purpose of this book is to show by what
agency Kansas was made a free State, and how
this result has affected our national life.

This triumph of the North was regarded by
slave-holders as ample proof that there could never
be another slave State in the Union. Hence came
the attempt to secede, the Civil War, and the
Emancipation Proclamation as “a military neces-
sity.” Hence came also an enduring national uni-
ty having no conflicting sectional interests.

The great Kansas struggle was therefore the
pivot on which this nation turned to a nobler de-
velopment and to a higher and happier condition
of all its people. The consequences of this triumph
of freedom are becoming more and more apparent
with each succeeding year.

A period longer than is allowed for one genera-
tion of men has passed since this contest began—
more than a quarter of a century has gone since it
was ended. It may therefore be demanded why
there has been so long delay in making public rec-
ord of the methods which have brought us such
beneficent results.

The Civil War engrossed the attention of all the
people for nearly five years. Since the war the
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various actors in it have been constantly putting
their own achievements in writing for the public
use. The present, therefore, is the first time when
the great cause of the wonderful political changes
of the last thirty years, and the powerful agency
which has brought us to our present high position,
could be wisely presented for public consideration.

There has never been any-danger that false con-
clusions about either the agency or its methods
could secure a permanent place in history. The
contemporaneous records of this great work are in
every city and State of the Union.. They abound
in all the Congressional records of the time, in the
messages of Presidents, in the reports of committees
of Congress, in many histories, and in the files of
innumerable newspapers, magazines, and periodicals
of various kinds. So, whatever ephemeral indorse-
ment any false claims might be able to secure the
careful study of future historians would be certain
to expose, while it would establish, vindicate, and
fortify the truth. Justice, though slow, would in
this case be sure.

The records of geology, written upon the rocks
hidden deep in the earth, have established, as facts
disputed by none, the early history of men, of ani-
mals, and of vegetation to have been entirely dif-
ferent from the ideas prevalent a few centuries ago.

So this present writing might be still further
postponed, or even abandoned, without any danger
of the truths herein presented being lost in perpet-
ual oblivion. It will, however, save labor to the
historian of the future, and much perplexity to the
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present generation, to have at hand such a summary
of facts as is here recorded. Another great advan-
tage of deferring this work no longer is the fact
that thousands of men are now living who were
earnest, interested, and intelligent spectators of
these events, or determined and heroic actors in
them, who will cheerfully bear witness to the truth
of these statements and to the logical conclusions
derived from them.

This is intended to be only a summary of the
events preceding the Civil War. Materials are at
hand sufficient to fill several volumes; but a work
so extensive would seldom reach the ordinary
reader. It has been deemed best, therefore, by
careful selection and condensation, to put the main
features of this history within the compass of a
single volume. Within this narrow limit it will
not be possible to describe the conflict within the
Territory of Kansas, but only the agency and the
methods employed outside of her boundaries, by
which the people of the Northern States were
aroused and united so as effectually to co-operate
in furnishing the men and the means to secure the
triumph there of the free-State cause.

Prof. L. W. Spring, in his “Kansas,” has given
a very full and reliable history of the Territorial
struggle, culminating in the establishment of a free
State unsurpassed in moral, intellectual, and mate-
rial prosperity. Such success was well earned by
the heroic, self-sacrificing pioneers who put before
the advancing and encroaching power of slavery
the impassable barrier of themselves and of the
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trophies of free labor by which they were sur-
rounded. Thus have they proved to the world the
strength of freedom and the imbecility of slavery.

In giving a truthful account of the Kansas cru-
sade, it was necessary to speak plainly of our allies
and also of our enemies. How could a truthful
history of the Revolutionary War be written unless
the writer should describe the obstacles which our
patriots overcame ‘in securing independence? It
would not be enough to write only of the British
and the Continentals. The Tories, our enemies,
and the French, our allies, should have prominent
places. So in this history Garrison and his follow-
ers are properly put among the enemies of the
Kansas crusade, while the clergy, the churches, and
the Press of the North are, for abundant reasons,
recorded as our friends and helpers.

But the Tories of Revolutionary times were very
modest people compared with the disunionists who
opposed the Kansas crusade. Of the former, some
left the country and others repented and remained.
None of them had the impudence to claim that
they secured the independence of the colonies.
Had they done so, the rage of the Continentals
would have extinguished them and their claims to-
gether.

But these disunionists and their friends, during
the last quarter of a century, have been parading
claims quite as baseless and absurd.

It is time that such nonsense came to an end.
It is time that such impudent falsifying of history
should be rebuked. But for these false claims, so



PREFACE. ix

persistently and defiantly presented that many of
the present generation believe them true, the writer
would have devoted no time or attention to these
fanatics. They were too feeble to harm our cause,
and their efforts to do so were pitiful indeed. Had
they been a thousand times as powerful as they
were, they could not have hindered our organized
army of freemen who ended the curse of slavery.

But the time has now come when their grotesque
dishonesty in opposing the Kansas crusade, and
then in claiming as their own work the grand re-
sults achieved by its heroes, should not longer be
endured in silence.

Eur Traver.
WORCESTER, Mass., 1889,
1*



INTRODUCTION.

Mzr. TraYER has been good enough to permit me
to contribute a few words to this volume, which
will be printed, I believe, as an introduction. We
are two old soldiers in this emigration cause, and
it is a real pleasure to me to speak of him who
planned the whole movement with such distinct
knowledge of what was needed, and carried out
his plans with such promptness and success. I am
more proud of my part in the settlement of Kan-
sas, though it was only that of a subordinate, than
I am of any public service I have ever rendered.
I can well suppose that he is proud of his as the
successful leader. And I should be sorry not to
say, on all occasions, that to him the work owed its
success, and the nation owes all that grew from
that success.

As early as 1845 I had looked to emigration
from the North as the solution of the slavery prob-
lems. I heard from the galleries of House and
Senate in Washington the debates on the Joint
Resolution which annexed Texas. I was in Wash-
ington that winter, and in its social circles, let me
say, I was in a position to suspect something of
the infamous corruption by which the passage of
that resolution was bought. I returned to New
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England, which was my home, in March, 1845, and
at once wrote and published a pamphlet called
“How to Conquer Texas before Texas Conquers
Us.” It proposed a Northern emigration to Tex-
as, which I was ready to join. I hoped it would
quicken attention, that settlers would offer them-
selves, and that we should make the Mayflower
company for the redemption of that region. In
this hope I was wholly disappointed. I paid for
the printing of my pamphlet, and I own the edi-
tion now. I have never heard that one copy was
bought by any one, far less that one was read.

The truth was that I did not know how to or-
ganize emigration, and probably also that “the
time was not yet come.”

But in the spring of 1854 the hour had come—
and the man. That man was Eli Thayer, who was,
fortunately, in the Legislature of Massachusetts;
well known as a pronounced and eloquent Free-
soiler. The young men of the country—I can speak
for one of them—were wholly sick of talk; they
hated “resolutions,” and they wanted to do some-
thing. Eli Thayer showed what was to be done,
and arranged the way.

It is very curious that the method of organizing -
emigration which he invented had never been hit
upon before. It is the only method yet tried
which secures entire freedom to the emigrant, and
gives at the same time the use of capital contrib-
uted by people who do not emigrate, and the ad-
vantages of a central, intelligent supervision. The
settler must be left free. It was not meant to tie
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his hands in a wilderness. It was not meant to
sacrifice comfort and to risk life for the purpose of
earning money for people who stay at home. On
the other hand, there must be capital, if the colony
is not to be fatally handicapped, from the begin-
ning. And every colony which is started without
central and intelligent supervision shows in its
after-development the unfortunate consequences.
Such consequences may be seen in the history of
the development of most of our Western States.

Under Mr. Thayer’s plan the emigrant paid his
own fare, but” he paid it with the advantages the
company had gained for him in making the low-
est contracts possible among competing lines. Ie
went where he chose. But if he chose he could go
in a party of people of like habits and opinions,
led by a competent leader who knew the route.
He settled where he pleased. But if he pleased he
might take from the Government of the United
States his quarter section by the side of those
taken by his companions, and in the neighborhood
of the mills built by the company’s capital.

Now, in that enterprise the essential thing, as
was proved at once, was the mutual support which
the Northern settlers gave each other. The annals
of Kansas are full of stories of the cruel deaths of
settlers who trusted themselves alone to the sepa-
rate squatter loneliness of the old Western ways.
This time there were enemies more terrible than
Shawnees or Pawnees. And who shall say how
many horrors of arson and murder in the wilder-
ness are not written in any annals?
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On the other hand, the people in Mr. Thayer’s
colonies, in all their hardships, hung by each
other. We used to head our placards “Saw-mills
and Liberty” when we called a public meeting in
New England. And the very names of “ Lawrence,”
“Topeka,” and other towns founded by the New
England Emigrant Aid Company under Mr. Thay-
er’s plans, stand out as central names in any ade-
quate history of that time.

I was chosen as one of the younger directors of
the company, and was afterwards its vice- presi-
dent, and had an opportunity, therefore, to see the
unflinching spirit with which Mr. Thayer carried
out his plans, and the untiring activity with which
he drove them through. What has happened in
thirty-four years since is this: Under his plans
four or five thousand of the most resolute men and
women whom the world ever saw together went
into Kansas. Five or ten times that number went
also, encouraged by this example, and confident
in their success. This emigration at that time
would have been impossible but for Eli Thayer.
The first result was civil war in Kansas. The sec-
ond was the success of the free-State settlers. The
third was the election of Abraham Lincoln. A
minor result was that the infant State of Kansas,
only admitted into the Union by Lincoln’s first Con-
gress, furnished more fighting men, in proportion
to her population, to the Union army than any
other State. As for the change—absolute and
sweeping—from Southern domination over Amer-
ica to the Northern successes which took the



INTRODUCTION. xv

helm of the country after 1861, it is needless to
speak.

Now that it is all over, it is convenient for every
public man to remember the share he has taken in
this work, and to congratulate himself and the coun-
try on this share. That is natural enough, and fair.
It is natural also to say, “All this must have come.
It is the regular flow of history. The moment had
come for action and reaction, and so forth, and
so forth.” All this is true. But it is equally true
that when the reservoir of Northern indignation was
still a reservoir, with its rage wasted on its banks,
one man saw where the spade-blows were to be
struck through which the waters should rush out.
He knew how to strike these blows—struck them
with his own hands—and made the channel through
which the waters flowed; and that man was Eli
Thayer.

When people say “Quite of course — it must
come,” I wish they would remember that even the
judiciary committee which gave him the charter he
asked in a Free-soil Legislature thought the whole
thing was nonsense. I wish they would remember
that he had to “hire a hall,” to use our fine Amer-
ican proverb, in the city of Boston, and to pay for
it with his own money, before the people of Boston
or of any place could be taught that here was a
practical scheme in which they could spend their
energies.

After he had shown the Wa,y, there were enough
brave men who joined him. Not at first in crowds ;
but such men count each for a great deal, and
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there were enough. Such men as Amos A. Law-
rence, J. M. S. Williams, Martin Brimmer, Samuel
Cabot, John Carter Brown, George L. Stearns—who
give themselves when they give their money—push
an enterprise steadily, and if it ought to succeed it
does succeed. The simplicity, the directness, the
truth and audacity of Mr. Thayer enlisted such
men. But, for one such man who was enlisted, a
hundred as rich as they, and as strong in a way,
if it had been the right way, refused.. They had
the chance and they did not take it. It is al-
ways so. “Many are called,” and only a handful
choose themselves to the forlorn-hope—or ‘“are
chosen.”

Now that it is all over, the men who fell into
line in 1856 and 1859 and 1861 think they fell in
in 1854. It is not of much importance to them or
to anybody. But for the truth of history it is im-
portant to remember that Eli Thayer first saw how
to work, that he first showed it to America, and
that he led the way.

I resist the temptation to make extracts from
an immense correspondence of those early years,
which would show who did believe, and who did
not believe, in Mr. Thayer’s enterprise. But the
following letters, of a more recent date, are so in-
teresting and instructive that I like to include them
in this introductory paper.

Theodore Parker, January 29, 1858, in the Hall
of the State-house, spoke as follows :

‘“Not to mention others from New England or elsewhere,
here is a speech from Hon. Eli Thayer, ironical sometimes, I take
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it, but plain and direct in substance. He would have the free
States send settlers to Northernize the South—already he has a
colony in Virginia—and New Englandize Central America.
‘The Yankee,” says Mr. Thayer, ‘has never become a slave-
holder unless he has been forced to it by the social relations of
the slave State where he lived ; and the Yankee who has become
a slave-holder has every day of his life thereafter felt in his very
bones the bad economy of the system. Why, sir, we can buy a
negro power in a steam-engine for ten dollars, and we can feed
and clothe that power for one year for five dollars; are we the
men to give $1000 for an African slave, and $150 a year to feed
and clothe him ?” This is an antislavery argument which trad-
ers can understand. Mr. Thayer is not so much of a talker as
en organizer; he puts his thoughts into works. You know
how much Kansas owes him for the organization he has set on
foot. One day will he not also revolutionize Virginia? There
is a to-morrow after to-day.”

Letters from Theodore Parker to Eli Thayer,
after the speeches in Congress on colonizing Cen-
tral America and the “ Suicide of Slavery :”

* Boston, February 26, 1858,
‘“ Hon. Mr. Thayer :

‘“DEAR SIwr,—I heartily thank you for the brave speech you
made, and the copy thereof you sent me. It seems to me you
have hit the nail on the head; for we can’t prevent the spread
of an industrious, thoughtful, and enterprising people into the
domains of an idle, heedless, and unprogressive people, but can
prevent the fitting out of hordes of pirates. We can organize
emigration, and send men to the barbarous country who will do
much service to themselves, to it, and to us. It seems to me not
difficult to prevent slavery in Central America. The races out
there bave not that immense vigor and love of money which in-
cline the Anglo-Saxon to establish slavery; and they have not
the hatred against the negro which marks the Americans. It
seems to me that a well-conducted emigration scheme may do
for Central America what it has done already for Kansas, and I
most heartily thank you for adding this service to the other great
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ones you have rendered already.. Immigration from the free
States to Kansas, to Virginia, to Central America, is a most im-
portant thing. I hope you will live to accomplish the last as
happily as you have before the two first, and at the same time
escape the Presidential Fever. '
‘“Yours truly,
‘“THEODORE PARKER.”

“ Boston, April 5, 1858,
¢ Hon. Mr. Thayer :

““DeAR Sir,—I thank you heartily for sending me your speech
—which I have just read aloud—and still more for making the
speech itself. You open a new era in the Congressional discus-
sion of slavery. You attack it with wit—light, easy, subtle, and
delicate satire. John Q. Adams used satire in his way—and
that, too, quite powerfully. But his satire was quantitatively
great. Yours is qualitatively nice and fine. There is no reply
to such things. Your account of the missionary *trials, dangers,
and sufferings’ of the South to convert the heathen is masterly;
it is worthy of Dean Swift, but is finer and subtler than anything
I remember from him.

““The more serious part of your speech, too, is quite fine and
valuable. I shall look with great interest for the other part
of it. i

‘“We want all sorts of weapons to attack slavery with—the
heavy breaching artillery, and the light horse which cuts the
lines asunder, and routs a whole column before they know the
enemy is upon them.

‘“ One day the South will have a deal of trouble from the Pacific
R.R. Wherever it is built the Northern men will settle and
make free States. And the further south the Road is located,
why, the further south will a free State be organized, and it won’t
be possible to have slave States to the north of it.

‘“ Believe me,
“Yours truly,
“ THEODORE PAREER.”

.

Samuel Bowles’s editorial in the Springfield Re-
publican, October 27, 1856 :
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“Eli Thayer is the originator, and stands at the head of the
great scheme of organized emigration into the Territories. He
has not only & national reputation in connection with this, one
of the grandest and noblest schemes of the age, but his name is
known the world over. The border ruffians know him, and the
‘Washington ruffians as well.”

‘The following is an extract from a letter of one
of the directors of the Emigrant Aid Company and
a most liberal benefactor of Kansas:

““Kansas was made a free State through the agency of the
Emigrant Aid Company, and Eli Thayer was the getter-up, and
the life, body, and soul of it; and after giving great credit to
Mr. Lawrence for his liberal benefactions to the object, Mr.,
Thayer was the agency, living and moving, which put the enter-

prise through.
““W. B. SPOONER.”

Letter of Amos A. Lawrence to the Old Settlers’
meeting in Bismarck Grove, Lawrence, Kansas,
September, 1877 :

‘“Eli Thayer preached up the Kansas crusade. He originated
and organized the Emigrant Aid Society in opposition to the
Southern statesmen and politicians. Early in 1854, several
months before the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill, he wrote
the charter of that company, and sccured its passage through
the Massachusetts Legislature, of which he was a member. It
was he more than any other who turned the tide of Northern
emigration that year, and made Kansas a free State. He trav-
ersed the Northern States and aroused the people, depicting the
glories of that country, and urging the emigrants not to turn
away from it, but to go and possess it. He never faltered in his
faith, and he inspired confidence cverywhere.

“A. A. LAWRENCE.”
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Redpath’s Diary, New York Independent, De-
cember 16, 1875 :

‘¢ Charles Sumner said, in January, 1857:

“‘The State of Kansas should be named Thayer. I would
rather accomplish what he has done than have won the victory
at New Orleans.””

Epwarp E. Havre.

39 Highland Street, Roxbury, Maéa.,
March 15, 1889.
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THE KANSAS CRUSADE.

CHAPTER L

THE REPEAL OF THE MISSOURI COMPROMISE, AND ITS EF-
FECT UPON THE NORTH.—THE YEAR 1854 AN EPOCH.

History gives abundant proof that a brief period
of time has often determined the character and des-
tiny of a nation. Such a period is properly called
its controlling or dominating epoch.

In the history of our own country the year 1854
holds this commanding, position, and governs all
our subsequent years. It was in this year that the
Slave Power attained its highest eminence, and de-
molished the last barrier that stood in the way of
its complete supremacy and its perpetual dominion.
The executive, the legislative, and the judicial de-
partments of the Government were entirely within
its power. Not content, however, with the re-
peal of the Missouri Compromise, which opened all
our vast Territorial possessions to Slavery; not
content with its well-assured and absolute power
within our national boundaries, it aspired to an-
nex other countries, and under its direful rule to

1
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build up a vast empire “on the corner-stone of
Slavery.”

In the same year, 1854, a power before unknown
in the world’s history was created and brought into
use to save to Freedom all our Territories, then open
by law to the possession and dominion of Slavery.
This new power was an ORGANIZED, SELF-8ACRIFICING
EMIGRATION. Its mission was to dispute with Sla-
very every square foot of land exposed to its con-
trol. A hand-to-hand conflict was to decide be-
tween the system of free labor and the system of
slave labor.

The repeal of the Missouri Compromise, in May,
1854, proved that the legislative restriction of Sla-
very was simply a delusion, and that the contest be-
tween Freedom and Slavery, if such a contest were
yet possible, must be carried on outside of legisla-
tive halls. It must be a contest on the prairies,
and the power victorious there would, in due time,
govern the country.

Was it possible to bring these two kinds of civ-
ilization to a decisive struggle? Was it possible
to arouse the North to effective resistance after
more than thirty years of continuous defeat by
the South %

During all this period of the successful aggres-
sion and increasing strength of Slavery there was
in the North corresponding apprehension and alarm.
On the repeal of the Missouri Compromise the ap-
prehension became despondency, and the alarm be-
came despair.

While this proposed measure, embodied in the
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Kansas - Nebraska Bill, was pending before Con-
gress the Northern States became a scene of
unprecedented resentment, agitation, and alarm.
Clergymen in New England and other localities
protested against the measure “in the name of Al-
mighty God.” The people, of all grades and con-
ditions, with patriotic impulse, gathered in halls, in
churches, and school-houses to put on record their
fierce denunciation of the “unparalleled swindle.”
The entire North was one boiling caldron of indig-
nation. Burning patriotism burst forth in fiery
words, made still more emphatic by acts of graphic
significance, which caused Stephen A. Douglas, the
champion of the bill, to say, “I could travel from
Boston to Chicago by the light of my own burning
effigies.” William Cullen Bryant said at this time
in the New York ZEwening Post: “If this paper
were three times its present size, and if it were is-
sued three times a day instead of once, we could
not then have space enough to record the action of
patriotic meetings throughout the Northern States
protesting against the repeal of the Missouri Com-
promise by the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska
Bill.”

‘What was the reason for this universal excite-
ment? Why all this vehemence of language and
of action? It was all based upon the general con-
viction in the North that the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise not only doomed Kansas and Nebraska
to slavery, but also put the whole country under
the domination of the “Black Power” for centu-
ries to come.
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In all the numerous protesting mass- meetings
and conventions the orators were mostly conserva-
tive men who had never felt the emasculating pow-
er of sentimental ideas upon the slavery question.
They were sturdy patriots, however, as were also
their audiences.

The protesting meeting in Boston was held in
Faneuil Hall on the afternoon of the 23d of Febru-
ary, 1854. Although a fierce snow-storm was rag-
ing nearly five thousand citizens assembled in the
old Cradle of Liberty,and expressed their “surprise
and alarm ” at the proposed ¢ breach of faith” and
“national dishonor.” As this meeting may be
taken as a sample of thousands of others, its organ-
ization, and extracts from its speeches and resolu-
tions, are here given:

[From the Boston Daily Advertiser.]

MeeTING IN FANEUIL HALL TO PROTEST AGAINST THE RE-
PEAL OF THE MissoUuRl COMPROMISE, ON THE AFTERNOON
oF FEBRUARY 28, 1854.

President.—Hon. S8amuel A. Eliot.

Vice-Presidents.—Hon. J. V. C. Smith, Mayor of Boston; Hon.
James Adams, Mayor of Charlestown; Hon. James D. Green,
Mayor of Cambridge; Hon. Linus B. Comins, Mayor of Rox-
bury; Hon. Daniel C. Baker, Mayor of Lynn; Hon. Asahel Hunt-
ington, Mayor of Salem; Hon. Benjamin Gorham, Hon. Na-
than Appleton, Hon. Abbot Lawrence, Hon. Robert C. Win-
throp, late members of Congress; Hon. Charles Wells, Hon.
Josiah Quincy, Jr., Hon. John P. Bigelow, late Mayors of Bos-
ton; and more than fifty others of the most influential citizens
of Boston.

This meeting resolved: * That the propositions now pending
in Congress for the repeal of the Missouri Compromise have
justly filled our community with surprise and alarm.
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‘““ That we protest against such repeal as a deliberate breach of
the plighted faith of the nation, as tending to weaken the claims
of our common country upon the confidence and affection of its
people.”

Speeches were made by the President, Hon. Samuel A. Eliot,
Hon. J. Thomas Stevenson, Hon. George 8. Hillard, Hon. Rob-
ert C. Winthrop, and Rev. George W. Blagden, D.D.

Extract from Mr. Hillard’s speech :

‘“What most tries our spirits is the claim, so constantly put
forth, that liberty is, in its essence, no better than slavery; that
both have the same right to come into court and hold up their
hands before God and man. . . .

“Qur Southern brethren should understand that there is an
antislavery sentiment at the North which is neither Abolitionism
nor Free-soilism. It is a principle as well as a sentiment—fed
by the salient streams which flow from the mind and heart. It
is at once a logical deduction of the understanding and a primi-
tive instinct of the soul. . . .

‘“We found our protest against the bill now before Congress
upon the fact that it is a breach of the plighted faith of the na-
tion; and further, because it is a breach of the plighted faith of
the nation in favor of slavery.”

Extract from the speech of Hon. Robert C. Win-
throp:

I can never, certainly, be unprepared to declare my earnest
and unhesitating opposition to the repeal of a solemn stipulation
which has prohibited slavery forever within the limits of that
vast imperial domain whose destiny is now about to be decided.
When I am not ready at any hour, in any presence, under any
circumstances, to make this declaration, I shall, at least, take
good care not to show my face in Faneuil Hall. Fellow-citi-
zens, in every view which I can take of this Nebraska Bill—in
its relations to the poor Indian, in its relations to slavery, in its
relations to the national faith, the national honor, the national
harmony, in every view alike—I cannot but deplore its introduc-
tion. I cannot but deplore its passage. . . .
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*Upon what grounds is such a measure justified? Why, I
am amazed, Mr. President, as you certainly must be also, when
I find it seriously advanced and maintained that the adjustment
of 1850 was understood or intended to repeal or supersede the
old Compromise of 1820. . . .

““What, sir! A constructive repeal of a formal compact of
more than thirty years’ standing! A solemn covenant over-
turned by an inference; superseded by what is called a principle;
emanating—let me rather say extorted—from a settlement of a
wholly different and independent issue! Who ever heard of
such a proceeding or of such a proposition as this? . . .

“ But, fellow - citizens, whatever others may do or say, our
course is plain; and I rejoice that there is neither halting nor
hesitation in pursuing it. I rejoice to perceive, from all the
circumstances of this and other occasions, that, whatever may
have been our differences heretofore upon other topics, a firm,
earnest, and united remonstrance against a measure so full at
once of evil omen and of real wrong as this is about to go up to
the capital of the nation from this time-lonored Temple of
Freedom.”

A similar meeting was subsequently held by the
German residents of Boston, while in every city
and in nearly all the towns through the North
there were patriotic gatherings actuated by like
feelings, and uttering like protests.

‘The Compromise of 1820 was regarded at the
time in the Northern States as a concession to
Slavery. But later than this, Calhoun had com-
bined the South in the interests of slave prop-
erty, both for offensive and defensive action ; and
the North had witnessed the aggressions and tri-
umphs of this oligarchy continuously ever since.
Many had come to believe, as some had been for
a long time saying, that Slavery had always had
its own way, and always would have it. Up to

-~
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this year—1854—it had met with no effective
resistance whatever. Even now there was no po-
litical organization of any influence or power to
resist it. There was, indeed, the Free-soil party,
created by Van Buren in 1848, but it was now
only one-third as strong in numbers as it had
been at the time of its birth. A few of its mem-
bers, by a skilful coalition with the other parties in
several States, had become members of Congress;
but so little faith did these have in its stability
or future power that nearly all of them in 1852
advocated the disbanding of the organization and
the fusing with the Whig party. At a caucus
held in Washington in that year Salmon P. Chase
and John P. Hale advocated this course, Joshua R.
Giddings assented to it, Charles Sumner did not
oppose it. Charles Allen, of Worcester, was the
only speaker who resisted the proposition, but his
resistance was so strenuous and effective that the
project was abandoned.

This party then was not of a kind to give any
hope or comfort to the North. As to the Garrison
Abolitionists, they were still less powerful and
utterly impracticable. They were outside of all
parties, and still more outside of public confidence
and sympathy. They had always impaired and
crippled every cause they had advocated. Every
political organization dreaded any contact with
them, and would have regarded their indorsement
as the greatest possible calamity —the harbinger
of certain defeat and annihilation. So they were
not even thought of as a power to resist either the
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encroachments of Slavery then threatened, or any
future encroachments. For a quarter of a century
they had been making violent efforts to put an end
to slavery, as they maintained, through the destruc-
tion of the Church, the Constitution, and the Union.
By their own confession, they had seen that power
“go on from victory to victory,” becoming more
and more irresistible by the lapse of time. They
were therefore of too little account to be consid-
ered in the impending emergency.

Evidence abounds to prove the almost universal
conviction of the hopelessness of resisting the pow-
er of Slavery.

In the Ziberator, June 15, 1855, Wendell Phillips
says, in substance:

‘“Upon the advent of Charles Sumner in Washington, John
Davis said to him, ‘Mr. Sumner, I will tell you the result of the
experience of my long public service—Slavery rules everything
here.’. ..

““The testimony of Jobn Quincy Adams was the same. . . .

‘“Edmund Quincy, after a life that had uttered the same
truth, with eighty years on his brow, he tells us, in his recent
letter, that with the capital and the prejudices and the Constitu.
tion against the antislavery movement, he hardly sees where
there is any ground for hope of its success. . . .

« It is from voices like these that we learn the hidden disease
that eats out the nation’s life.”

Hon. Hannibal Hamlin, in February, 1888, in his
address before the Veteran Republican Club, said :

““ Ah, how well do I remember the conflicts through which
we passed in attempting to keep this curse out of the free Terri-
tories of the land! We sought to prevent its polluting touch,
and step by step we saw our failure. It was humiliating beyond
description. . ..
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‘‘How we struggled! Year after year that struggle was con-
tinued, till finally the doctrine of pro-slavery dominated every
department of the Government. It sat enthroned in the White
House, and there was no road to popular favor but in submis-
sion to Slavery.”

Theodore Parker, in Music Hall, Boston, July 2,
1854 (Liberator, August 10,1854), said :

“In the steady triumph of despotism, ten years more like the
ten years past and it will be all over with the liberties of Amer-
ica. Everything must go down, and the heel of the tyrant will
be on our necks. It will be all over with the rights of man in
America, and you and I must go to Australia, to Italy, or to Si-
beria for our freedom, or perish with the liberty which our fa-
thers fought for and secured to themselves, not to their faithless
sons. Shall America thus miserably perish? Such is the aspect
of things to-day.”

Again, he says (see Liberator, May 19, 1854):

““There is not one spot of free soil from Nootka Sound to
Key West. In no part of the country is there freedom. The
Supreme Court is a slave court, the Senate is a slave Senate, the
Senators are overseers, Mr. Douglas is a great overseer, and Mr.
Everett a little overseer. The press is generally the friend of
Slavery.”

Colonel Benton, in his review of the Dred Scott
decision, says:

“Up to Mr. Pierce’s administration the plan had been defen-
sive; that is to say, to make the secession of the South a measure
of self-defence against the abolition encroachments and crusades
of the North. In the time of Mr. Pierce the plan became offen-
sive; that is to say, to commence the expansion of slavery, and
the acquisition of territory to spread it over, 8o a8 to overpower
the North with new slave States and to drive them out of the
Union. . ..

““The rising in the free States, in consequence of the ab-
rogation of the Missouri Compromise, checked these schemes,

1*
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and limited the success of the disunionists to the revival of the
agitation which enables them to wield the South against the
North in all the federal elections and all federal legislation.
Accidents and events have given the party a strange pre-eminence
—under Jackson’s administration proclaimed for treason: since
at the head of the Government and the Democratic party. The
death of Harrison and the accession of Tyler was their first
great lift; the election of Mr. Pierce was their culminating

point.”

Like testimony could be increased almost with-
out limit, but perhaps this is sufficient to show the
absolute control of Slavery in the year 1854. The
speeches in Congress, however, and the editorials of
influential journalists, prove that there was no hope
of rescuing Kansas from the grasp of this resistless
power, should the Kansas-Nebraska Bill become a
law. A few examples of such evidence are here
inserted. Altogether they are a very minute frac-
tion of such testimony which could be easily col-
lected from numerous other Congressional speeches,
from editorials, from speeches made at all the mass-
meetings through the North to protest against the
repeal of the Missouri Compromise. These are all .
on record and within reach of the future historian.

The following may therefore be taken as speci-
mens of innumerable records representing the
Northern sentiment.

Charles Sumner, in his speech in the Senate, on
February 21, 1854, said :

It is clear beyond dispute that by the overthrow of this Pro-
hibition, slavery will be quickened and slaves themselves multi-
plied, while new room and verge will be secured for the gloomy
operations of slave law, under which free labor will droop and
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a vast territory be smitten with sterility. Sir, a blade of grass
would not grow where the horse of Attila had trod; nor can
any true prosperity spring up in the footprints of a slave,
* * * * * * *
““You are asked to destroy a safeguard of Freedom, conse-
crated by solemn compact, under which the country is reposing
in the security of peace, and thus confirm the supremacy of
slavery.
* * * * * * *
““The simple question which challenges answer is, whether
Nebraska shall be preserved in the condition of Illinois or sur-
rendered to that of Missouri? Surely this cannot be treated
lightly.” .

In the House of Representatives, May 16,1854,
Hon. Joshua R. Giddings, of Ohio, said :

““Mr. CHATRMAN, —Who does not know that the Southern and
servile presses are already proclaiming that when this bill shall
have been passed, slavery shall next be admitted into Minnesota,
‘Washington, and Oregon? Who does not know that the Presi-
dent and Cabinet are laboring to prepare the public mind for a
war upon Spain, with the undisguised purpose of maintaining
slavery in Cuba? That they are prepared to sacrifice the lives
of our citizens by thousands, in order to stay the progress of civ-
ilization in that island? That the whole administration press of
the country sustains these executive views? That Southern pa-
pers insist that we shall also conquer St. Domingo and restore
slavery there? Then form an alliance with slave-holding Brazil,
as the only nation besides ours that legalizes the crimes of the
peculiar institution? That we shall then restore the African
slave-trade, and thus disgrace our Government and sink it to a
piratical power for propagating oppression and crime? . . .

*“This measure is treason to humanity, treason to liberty, and
treason to the Constitution.

#* #* * * * * *

“ To surrender this vast Territory to slavery will exclude free
men from it; for, as I have said, free laborers, bred up with feel-
ings of self-respect, cannot, and will not, mingle with slaves.
For these reasons it is most obvious that the character of the
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States to be carved out of this Territory will be determined by
that of the government now to be established. If the Territory
be settled by slave-holders, the States will of course be slave-
holding States.”

Hon. William H. Seward, in the United States
Senate, on May 25, 1854, said :

‘“The sun has set for the last time upon the guaranteed and
certain liberties of all the unsettled and unorganized portions of
the American continent that lie within the jurisdiction of the
United States. To-morrow’s sun will rise in dim eclipse over
them. How long that obscuration shall last is known only to
the Power that directs and controls all human events. For my-
self, I know only this: that no human power can prevent its
coming on, and that its passing off will be hastened and secured
by others than those now here, and perhaps only by those belong-
ing to future generations.

¢ 8Sir, it would be almost factious to offer further resistance to
this measure here. Indeed, successful resistance was never ex-
pected to be made in this hall. The Senate is an old battle-
ground, on which have been fought many contests, and always,
at least since 1820, with fortune adverse to the cause of equal
and universal freedom. . . .

‘“ Notwithstanding all this, however, what has occurred here
and in the country during this contest has compelled a convic-
tion that slavery will gain something, and freedom will endure
a severe though I hope not an irretrievable loss, The slave-
holding States are passive, quiet, content, and satisfied with the
prospective boon, and the free States are excited and alarmed
with fearful forebodings and apprehensions. . . .

I say only that there may be an extent of intervention, of
aggression on your side, which may induce the North at some
time, either in this or some future generation, to adopt your tac-
tics and follow your example.”

Extract from the speech of Hon. Benjamin F.
Wade, in the United States Senate, May 25, 1854 :

Mg. PresrmENT,—I do not intend to debate this subject further.
The humiliation of the North is complete and overwhelming.
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No Southern enemy of hers can wish her deeper degradation.
God knows I feel it keenly enough, and I have no desire to pro-
long the melancholy spectacle. I know full well that no words
of mine can save the country from this impending dishonor,
this great meditated wrong, which is big with danger to the good
neighborhood of the different sections of the country, if not to
the stability of the Union itself. But full well I know that this
hated measure is to pass; it is a foregone conclusion, and can-
not be averted or delayed. . . .

¢ Now, Mr. President, while this great wrong which you are
about to perpetrate—this wrong to the North, this wrong to hu-
manity, this wrong to mankind everywhere—shall remain upon
your statute-book unrepealed, I shall take but little interest in
whatever else you may do. . . .

‘“ An empire is to be transformed from freedom to slavery,
and the people must not be consulted on such & question, so big
with weal or woe to the millions who are to people these vast
regions in all time to come.

*‘ To-morrow, I believe, there is to be an eclipse of the sun,
and I think that the sun in the heavens and the glory of this
republic should both go into obscurity and darkness together.
Let the bill then pass. It is a proper occasion for so dark and
damning a deed.”

The following is from the speech of Hon. Sal-
mon P. Chase, United States Senate, May 25,
1854:

“‘This bill doubtless paves the way for the approach of new,
alarming, and perhaps fatal dangers to our country. It is the
part of freemen gnd lovers of freedom to stand upon their guard
and prepare for the worst events. It is because this bill puts in
peril great and precious interests, reverses the ancient and settled
policy of the Government, and breaks down a great safeguard
of liberty, that I have felt myself constrained to resist it firmly
and persistently, though without avail. All that now remains
for me is to enter against it, as I now do, my earnest and solemn
protest, and to join with my colleague in recording against it
the vote of Ohio.”



14 THE KANSAS CRUSADE.

Horace Greeley, in the New York Tribune, Jan-
uary 6, 1854, says:

““The Thirty-first Congress inaugurated the era of submission
to slavery. Since then everything has gone on swimmingly in
this line. Not only was the slavery question compromised, but
the character and reputation and principles of hundreds of our
public men were compromised by the same operation. There
was a general debauch and demoralization throughout all polit-
ical circles, as was clearly manifest in the triumphant run of
General Pierce.

““If General Taylor had lived, and if the Wilmot Proviso doc-
trine had substantially triumphed, as it would have done through
the instrumentality of his policy, we should have seen the re-
verse of what we now see. Freedom’s battle was fought and
lost in 1850, and the cowards and traitors have all run to the
winning side.”

Again, in the same paper, March 14, 1854 :

‘“We as a nation are ruled by the Black Power. It is com-
posed of tyrants. See, then, how the North is always beaten.
The Black Power is a unit, It is a steady, never-failing force.
It is a real power. Thus far it has been the only unvarying
power of the country, for it never surrenders and never wavers,
It has always governed, and now governs more than ever.”

Same paper, May 24, 1854 :

““ The revolution is accomplished, and Slavery is king! How -
long shall this monarch reign? This is now the question for the
Northern people to answer. Their representatives have crowned
the new potentate, and the people alone can depose him. If we
were a few steps further advanced in the drama of reaction, he
could only be hurled from his seat through a bloody contest.”

Again, June 24,1854 :

*“Not even by accident is any advantage left for liberty in
their bill. It is all blackness, without a single gleam of light—a
desert without one spot of verdure—a crime that can show no
redeeming point. . . .
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‘¢ A Territory which one short year ago was unanimously con-
sidered by all, North and South, as sacredly secured by irrepeal-
able law to FREEDOM FOREVER, has been foully betrayed by
traitor hearts and traitor voices, and surrendered to slavery.”

The above extracts prove the gloom and de-
spondency of the North in view of the repeal of
the Missouri Compromise. The people of the free
States believed, as they had every reason to be-
lieve, that by that act Kansas and Nebraska would
become slave States, and the power of Slavery
would be thereby made absolute and perpetual.

There is one paragraph in Senator Seward’s
speech which is so unlike the other parts of it, and
so unlike anything ever before uttered by him, that
it requires explanation. The paragraph is the fol-
lowing: “Come on, then, gentlemen of the slave
States, since there is no escaping your challenge.
I accept it in behalf of freedom. We will engage
in competition for the virgin soil of Kansas, and
God give the victory to the side that is gtronger in
numbers, as it is in right.” To this passage has
been given the credit of inaugurating the Kansas
contest. But this defiance of Mr. Seward was very
far from being original. Many weeks before, the
plan and purposes of the Emigrant Aid Company
had been made public. Their charter, granted by
the Massachusetts Legislature, allowing them a cap-
ital of $5,000,000, was an earlier and stronger de-
fiance of the slaveocracy of the South than any-
thing ever uttered in the halls of our national
Legislature. It had been published everywhere,
North and South. There was not a member of
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Congress who did not know it. It was the origin
and the basis of Mr. Seward’s defiance. But while
the New York Senator “cast this anchor to the
windward,” he proves clearly in the extract from
another part of the same speech that he had no
faith whatever in the methods proposed by this
company. He conceded Kansas and the other Ter-
ritories to slavery, and said if they shall ever be
made free, “that result will be hastened and se-
cured by others than those now here, and per-
haps by only those belonging to future genera-
tions.”

The same criticism can properly be made upon
Charles Sumner’s remark at the time of the passage
of the bill: “Thus it puts Freedom and Slavery
face to face and bids them grapple. Who can
doubt the result > In Mr. Sumner’s speech upon
the same subject, made three months earlier, there
is no expression of faith that the freedom of Kan-
sas could. be secured by a conflict between the
forces of Freedom and Slavery. The Emigrant
Aid Company gave him and Mr. Seward and the
country that revelation. But the following ex-
tract from the same speech of the Massachusetts
Senator proves that he, too, had no hope whatever
of a speedy triumph of freedom. He plainly ex-
presses his belief that slavery will be established
in both Territories, but at the same time cherishes
the hope of a subsequent resurrection of freedom
in the indefinite future. He says:

“In a Christian land, and in an age of civilization, a time-hon-
ored statute of freedom is struck down; opening the way to all
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the countless woes and wrongs of human bondage. Among the
crimes of history another is about to be recorded, which no tears
can blot out, and which, in better days, will be read with uni-
versal shame. . . .

“Standing at the very grave of freedom in Kansas and Ne-
braska, I lift myself to the vision of that happy resurrection by
which freedom will be secured hereafter, not only in these Ter-
ritories, but everywhere under the National Government.”



CHAPTER 1L

WHY AND HOW THE EMIGRANT AID COMPANY WAS
FORMED.

Ox May 30, 1854, the Kansas-Nebraska Bill, con-
taining the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, was
signed by President Pierce, and became the law of
the land. When this news reached the Northern
States the bells were tolled for the death of Free-
dom. The slave States, with thirty-five years of
political supremacy and the prestige of this last
great victory over the North, with perfect disci-
pline and irresistible power, were confident of un-
disputed control in the Government for generations
to come. They already had the Chief Executive,
his Cabinet, the Supreme Court, both houses of
Congress, and the army and navy to do their bid-
ding. Great as was their present power, their pro-
spective power was even much more alarming.
Kansas and Nebraska, with all the Territories west
and south of them, were to become slave States.
Five more were to be made of Texas. The purpose
of acquiring Cuba and Central America for their
further aggrandizement was developing into action.
Why, then, should the South doubt for an instant
the certainty of her perpetual power? In a few
years her Senators in Congress would nearly double
the number from the North. Their skill in di-
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plomacy and politics, acquired by unremitting
practice and study, much excelled that of the
Northern people, whose minds were occupied by a
manifold system of industries requiring constant
attention, as well as by a great number of social,
commercial, charitable, religious, and educational
organizations. No wonder that we were hopeless
and helpless. We had no political organization of
any strength to oppose to slavery. The Liberty
party, which for a few years maintained a kind
of indefinite, nebulous existence, always without
strength or the faintest hope of success, had been
absorbed in 1848 by Van Buren’s Free-soil party.
This party was more the offspring of spleen and
revenge than of antislavery principle. Van Buren
desired to gratify his personal hostility to Lewis
Cass, the Democratic candidate for the presidency,
while the Whig contingent of Massachusetts was
led by men who had long chafed under the leader-
ship of Webster and Winthrop, of Everett and
Lawrence, and who had waited for years for an
opportunity to bolt from the party. The nomina~
tion of Taylor in 1848 gave them a sufficient ex-
cuse (in their own estimation) for such action. So
they readily joined the disaffected Democrats of
New York in the Buffalo Convention of that year.
But the new party, without securing one electoral
vote, and without the slightest prospect of ever sus-
taining by law their one cardinal principle of ex-
cluding slavery from the Territories by Act of Con-
gress grew less and less every year, until in 1853
their votes in New York and New England were
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only one-third as many as in 1848.* Now, in the
repeal of the Missouri Compromise they had seen
their idol shattered beyond all hope of repair, and
were as hopeless and helpless as were the Philis-
tines when they found their god Dagon flat upon
his face before the ark of the Lord.

In order, however, to make some show of re-
sistance to the overwhelming ruin which had over-
taken them, they raised in the Senate the cry of
“repeal,” which was feebly echoed by a few coun-
try journals of their faith. But it very soon be-
came apparent that, with the greatest possible
success, there could be no repeal in less than seven
years. In that time the Territories of Kansas and
Nebraska would be admitted into the Union as
slave States, and the slave power fortified in its
control of the Government. So this cry of repeal
soon died away, like the bleating of innocent

* The wonderful increase of the antislavery vote in 1855 and
1856 was brought about by the illegal assaults of the slave power
upon the citizens of Kansas. The figures in New England and
New York from 1848 to 1854 are here given. It will be seen
that the fall elections of 1854 were little influenced by the re-
peal of the Missouri Compromise.

New England. New York.
1848.. . ot 72,368.......... 120,479
1849. . 0viiiiinenneinnnnnns 79,454.......... 1,311
1850...cveiininieenicannnns 42270.......... 3,410
bR 43,401.......... 000
1852, ittt 57,143.......... 25,359
1853, . vveiiiiiinnsiiiiiann 63,668.......... 000

1854....vvviieviiiiiinnn, 79,632.......... 000
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lambs after the wolves have broken down the bar-
riers of the sheepfold. The Free-soil politicians
proposed no other plan of resistance by voice or

pen.
‘“ As they drifted on their path,

There was silence deep as death;
And the boldest held his breath
For a time.”

But although the majority of the Free-soil
party made and adhered to that organization for
selfish motives, which had little or no reference to
antislavery, there were many of its rank and file,
and some of its leaders, true to principle. Such
were Salmon P. Chase, John P. Hale, Charles,
Francis Adams, Charles Sumner, Charles Allen,)
and Henry Wilson. But among the supporters of
Taylor in 1848 there were thousands of influen-
tial leaders, much more practical, while no less
opposed to slavery. Examples of this kind were
Horace Greeley, William H. Seward, Thurlow\
Weed, Robert C. Winthrop, and Abbott Lawrence. '
These were quite as earnest advocates of the leg-
islative restriction of slavery as any of the Free-
soilers. They were all for the Constitution and
the Union, and hostile to anarchy, in whatever
form, or under whatever disguises. They sought
to restrain slavery in a legal and fair way, but
were entirely powerless to accomplish their pur-
pose, though they struggled for it bravely for
many years.

In this condition of affairs, what was there left
upon which the North could base any hope of
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effectual resistance to the spread and perpetuity
of slavery? Every effort of politicians to restrict,
and every effort of Abolitionists to extinguish it,
had only given it greater strength for the pres-
ent, and better security for the future. Had the
Southern leaders been content to leave the Mis-
souri Compromise undisturbed, and simply to open
the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska to settle-
ment, their cherished cause would have been se-
cure. These Territories would have been speedily
settled by a pro-slavery population, and, after ad-
mission to the Union, could easily have changed
their Constitutions to suit the wishes of slave-hold-
ers. Or, they could have relied upon the decision
of the Supreme Court—soon to come in the Dred
Scott case—that slavery could not be constitution-
ally restricted by Congress. In either case it would
have been impossible to unite the Whig and Dem-
ocratic parties of the North to make these Terri-
tories free. Both would have submitted quietly to
any legal and apparently fair process of extending
slavery, rather than to endanger the union of the
States.

But the South, stimulated unreasonably by her
former success, ventured foolishly to overthrow a
time-honored compact, and subject herself to a
charge of bad faith. In the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise she illustrated the words of the sacred
writer: “Pride goeth before destruction, and a
haughty spirit before a fall.” By this act she had
made it possible to combine all political parties in
the North against the extension of slavery, should
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the right method of doing this great work be well
presented and faithfully urged. All were ready
now to rebuke the arrogance of slavery, and also
to end its existence, if that could be done in ac-
cordance with the Constitution and the Union.

Fortunately a feasible plan for this work had
been prepared and carried to theoretical perfection
months before the Missouri Compromise was re-
pealed, and in anticipation of that event—I mean
the plan of the Emigrant Aid Company.

During the winter of 1854 I was, for the second
time, a Representative from Worcester in the Leg-
islature of Massachusetts. I had felt to some de-
gree the general alarm in anticipation of the
repeal of the Missouri Compromise, but not the
depression and despondency that so affected others
who regarded the cause of liberty as hopelessly
lost. As the winter wore away I began to have a
conviction which came to be ever present, that
something must be done to end the domination of
slavery. I felt a personal responsibility, and
though I long struggled to evade the question,
I found it to be impossible. I pondered upon it
by day, and dreamed of it by night. By what
plan could this great problem be solved? What
force could be effectively opposed to the power
that seemed about to spread itself over the conti-
nent ¢

After much and very careful study, I concluded
that if this work could be done at all, it must be
done by an entirely new organization, depending
for success upon methods never before applied.
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This was an organized emigration, guided and
guarded by a responsible business company, whose
capital should precede the emigrants, and prepare
the way for them by such investments as should
be best calculated to secure their comfort and pro-
tection. This emigration must also be of a kind
before unknown, since it must, in this case, be self-
sacrificing and voluntary, whereas all historical
migrations had been either forced or self-seeking.
To present this new method of bringing two
hostile civilizations face to face upon the disputed
prairies of Kansas in such a way as to unite in its
support the entire Northern people of whatever
parties, was the work next to be done. On this
appeal must depend the future of our country.
Then arose the important question, Was it possible
to create such an agency to save Kansas? I be-
lieved the time for such a noble and heroic devel-
opment had come ; but could hope be inspired, and
the pulsations of life be started beneath the ribs of
death? The projected plan would call upon men
to risk life and property in establishing freedom in
Kansas. They would be called to pass over mill-
ions of acres of better land than any in the dis-
puted Territory was supposed to be, land in com-
munities where peace and plenty were assured, to
meet the revolver and the bowie-knife defending
slavery and assailing freedom. Could such men
be found, they would certainly prove themselves
to be the very highest types of Christian man-
hood, much above all other emigrants. Cowld such
men be found ¢
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It happened that on the evening of the 11th of
March, 1854, there was a large meeting in the City
Hall in Worcester, to protest against the passage of
the Kansas-Nebraska Bill and the repeal of the
Missouri Compromise. I attended the meeting, and
not having yet taken counsel of any one, deter-
mined to see how the plan would be received by
an intelligent New England audience without any
preparation for the announcemert. Accordingly,
making the last speech of the evening, I for the
first time disclosed the plan. The Worcester Spy
of March 13th has the conclusion of my speech, as
follows :

It is time now to think of what is to be done in the event of
the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill. Now is the time to
organize an opposition that will utterly defeat the schemes of
the selfish men who misrepresent the nation at Washington.
Let every effort be made, and every appliance be brought to bear,
to fill up that vast and fertile Territory with free men—with
men who hate slavery, and who will drive the hideous thing
from the broad and beautiful plains where they go to raise their
free homes. [Loud cheers.]

““1 for one am willing to be taxed one-fourth of my time or of
my earnings until this be done—until a barrier of free hearts
and strong hands shall be built around the land our fathers con-
secrated to freedom, to be her heritage forever. [Loud cheers.]”

If instead of this impetuous, spontaneous, and en-
thusiastic response there had been only a moderate
approbation of the plan, the country would never
have heard of the Emigrant Aid Company. I did
not expect that all who applauded would go to
Kansas, or even that any of them would go, but
I knew that whatever a New England audience

2



26 THE KANSAS CRUSADE.

would applaud in that manner I could find men to
perform. There was no more doubt in my mind
from that time.

Without further delay I drew up the charter of
the ¢ Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company,” and
by personal solicitation secured the corporators. I
introduced the matter in the Legislature and had it
referred to the committee on the judiciary, of which
James D. Colt, afterwards a justice of the State Su-
preme Court, was chairman. At the hearing I ap-
peared before the committee and said in behalf of
the petition :

‘“This is a plan to prevent the forming of any more slave
States. If you will give us the charter there shall never be an-
other slave State admitted into the Union. In the halls of Con-
gress we have been invariably beaten for more than thirty years,

and it is now time to change the battle-ground from Congress to
the prairies, where we shall invariably triumph.”

Mr. Colt replied ;

‘“We are willing to gratify you by reporting favorably your
charter, but we all believe it to be impracticable and utterly fu-
tile. Here you are fifteen hundred miles from the battle-ground,
while the most thickly settled portion of Missouri lies on the
eastern border of Kansas, and can in one day blot out all you
can do in a year. Neither can you get men who now have -
peaceful and happy homes in the East to risk the loss of every-
thing by going to Kansas.”

But Mr. Colt reported in favor of the charter,
and it passed, though it cost its author much labor,
for not one member either of the Senate or House
had any faith in the measure.

The following is the first section of the charter:
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“8gc. 1. Benjamin C. Clark, Isaac Livermore, Charles Allen,
Isaac Davis, William G. Bates, Stephen C. Phillips, Charles C.
Hazewell, Alexander H. Bullock, Henry Wilson, James S. Whit-
ney, Samuel E. Sewall, Samuel G. Howe, James Holland, Moses
Kimball, James D. Green, Francis W. Bird, Otis Clapp, Anson
Burlingame, Eli Thayer, and Otis Rich, their associates, success-
ors and assigns, are hereby made a corporation, by the name of
the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company, for the purpose of
assisting emigrants to settle in the West; and for this purpose,
they shall have all the powers and privileges, and be subject to
all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities, set forth in the thirty-
eighth and forty-fourth chapters of the Revised Statutes.”

The charter was signed by the Governor on the
26th of April. On the 4th of May a meeting was
held at the State-house, by the corporators and
others,and a committee chosen to report a plan of
organization and work. This committee consisted
of Eli Thayer, Alexander H. Bullock, and Edward
E. Hale of Worcester, Richard Hildreth and Otis
Clapp of Boston. They made a report at an ad-
journed meeting showing the proposed operation
of the enterprise, from which the following is an
extract :

““The Emigrant Aid Company has been incorporated to pro-
tect emigrants, as far as may be, from the inconveniences we
have enumerated. Its duty is to organize emigration to the West
and bring it into a system. This duty, which should have been
attempted long ago, is particularly essential now in the critical
position of the Western Territories.

“The Legislature has granted a charter, with a capital suf-
ficient for these purposes. This capital is not to exceed $5,000,-
000. In no single year are assessments to a larger amount than
ten per cent. to be called for. The corporators believe that if
the company be organized at once, as soon as the subscriptions
to the stock amounts to $1,000,000, the annual income to be de-
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" rived from that amount, and the subsequent subscriptions, may

.

be so appropriated as to render most essential service to the em-
igrants; to plant a free State in Kansas, to the lasting advantage
of the country; and to return a handsome profit to the stock-
holders upon their investment.

* * * * * * *

““To accomplish the object in view it is recommended, 1st,
that the Directors contract immediately with some one of the
competing lines of travel for the conveyance of twenty thousand
persons from the Northern and Middle States, to that place in
the West which the Directors shall select for their first settle-
ment.

It is believed that passage may be obtained, in so large a
contract, at half the price paid by individuals. We recommend
that emigrants receive the full advantage of this diminution in
price, and that they be forwarded in companies of two hundred,
as they apply, at these reduced rates of travel.

“2d. It is recommended that at such points as the Directors
select for places of settlement, they shall at once construct a
boarding-house or receiving-house, in which three hundred per-
sons may receive temporary accommodation on their arrival;
and that the number of such houses be enlarged as necessity
may dictate. The new-comers or their families may thus be
provided for in the necessary interval which elapses while they
are making their selection of a location.

«“8d. It is recommended that the Directors procure and send
forward steam saw-mills, and such other machines as shall be of
constant service in a new settlement, which cannot, however, be
purchased or carried out conveniently by individual settlers.
These machines may be leased or run by the company’s agents.
At the same time it is desirable that a printing-press be sent out,
and a weekly newspaper established. This would be the organ
of the company’s agents; would extend information regarding
its settlement; and be from the very first an index of that love
of freedom and of good morals which it is to be hoped may
characterize the State now to be formed.

““4th. It is recommended that the company’s agents locate
and take up for the company’s benefit the sections of land in
which the boarding-houses and mills are located, and no others
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And further, that whenever the Territory shall be organized as
a free State, the Directors shall dispose of all its interests, then
replace, by the sales, the money laid out, declare a dividend to
the stockholders, and

‘‘5th. That they then select a new field, and make similar
arrangements for the settlement and organization of another
free State of this Union.

* * * * * * *

‘“Under the plan proposed, it will be but two or three years
before the company can dispose of its property in the Territory
first occupied, and reimburse itself for its first expenses. At
that time, in a State of 70,000 inhabitants, it will possess several
reservations of 640 acres each, on which are boarding - houses
and mills, and the churches and schools which it has rendered
necessary. From these centres will the settlements of the State
have radiated. In other words, these points will then be the
large commercial positions of the new State. If there were only
one such, its value, after the region should be so far peopled,
would make a very large dividend to the company which sold it,
besides restoring the original capital with which to enable it to
attempt the same adventure elsewhere.

* * ¥* * * #* *

“It is recommended that & meeting of the stockholders be
called on the first Wednesday in June, to orgenize the company
for one year, and that the corporators at this time make a tem-
porary organization, with power to obtain subscriptions to the
stock and make any necessary preliminary arrangements.

‘““EL1 THAYER,
¢ For the Commitice.”

It will be seen by the above that the enterprise
was intended to be a money-making affair as well
as a philanthropic undertaking. The fact that we
intended to make it pay the investors pecuniarily
brought upon us the reproaches and condemnation
of some of the Abolitionists, at least one of whom
declared in my hearing that he had rather give
over the Territory to slavery than to make a cent
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out of the operation of saving it to freedom. In
all my emigration schemes I intended to make the
results return a profitable dividend in cash.

In pursuance of the last recommendation of the
above report, the corporators made a temporary
organization by the choice of Eli Thayer as presi-
dent pro tem.,and Dr. Thomas H. Webb, of Boston,
as secretary, and opened books of subscription in
Boston, Worcester, and New York.

The capital stock of the Massachusetts company
was originally fixed at $5,000,000, from which it
was proposed to collect an assessment of four per
cent. for the operations of 1854 as soon as $1,000,-
000 had been subscribed. Books for stock subscrip-
tions were opened and the undertaking was fairly
started. I felt confident that even a few colonies
* from the North would make the freedom of Kansas
a necessity ; for the whole power of the free States
would be ready to protect theirsons in that Territory.

I at once hired Chapman Hall in Boston, and be-
gan to speak day and evening in favor of the enter-
prise. I also addressed meetings elsewhere, and
labored in every possible way to make converts to
my theory. One day I met a party of clergymen
in the study of Theodore Parker; on the next an-
other party in the study of Rev. Dr. Lothrop. I
met merchants in their counting-rooms, and busi-
ness men upon the streets, and urged their attend-
ance at the Chapman Hall meetings. Thus, with
the help of the Boston press, led by the Daily Ad-
vertiser, there began to be some interest in the plan
to save Kansas.
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Not only was a new plan proposed, but it was
advocated by new arguments, some points of which
were as follows:

The present crisis was to decide whether free-
dom or slavery should rule our country for cen-
turies to come. That slavery was a great national
curse ; that it practically ruined one-half of the na-
tion and greatly impeded the progress of the other
half. That it was a curse to the negro, but a much
greater curse to the white man. It made the slave-
holders petty tyrants who had no correct idea of
themselves or of anybody else. It made the poor
whites of the South more abject and degraded than
the slaves themselves. That it was an insurmount-
able obstacle in the way of the nation’s progress
and prosperity. That it must be overcome and ex-
tirpated. That the way to do this was to go to
the prairies of Kansas and show the superiority of
free labor civilization ; to go with all our free labor
trophies: churches and schools, printing - presses,
steam-engines, and mills; and in a peaceful contest
convince every poor man from the South of the
superiority of free labor. That it was much better
to go and do something for free labor than to stay
at home and talk of manacles and auction-blocks
and blood-hounds, while deploring the never-end-
ing aggressions of slavery. That in this contest
the South had not one element of success. We
had much greater numbers, much greater wealth,
greater readiness of organization, and better facil-
ities of migration. That we should put a cordon
of free States from Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexi-
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co, and stop the forming of slave States. After
that we should colonize the northern border slave
States and exterminate slavery. That our work
was not to make women and children cry in anti-
slavery conventions, by sentimental appeals, BuT TO
GO AND PUT AN END TO BLAVERY.

The census of the United States was my text-
book and the basis of my appeals. My themes
were the commercial, industrial, and economic dis-
advantages of slavery. These arguments were ef-
fective with the Northern people. Such interests,in
the Civil War, more than any pity for the African,
impelled the West to fight for the outlet of the
Mississippi River.

In elucidating this plan to save Kansas, Profess-
or Spring, in his History, page 28, says:

‘‘Early in the summer of 1854 rumors that powerful capital-
ized socicties were forming in New England for the purpose of
sending antislavery colonies to Kansas alarmed the people of
western Missouri, and suggested doubts whether the repeal of
the old restrictive Compromise legislation would eventually
prove as fortunate for their interests as they dreamed. They
had looked upon Kansas as an easy, inevitable prey, a likelihood
almost universally conceded throughout the Northern States.
‘The fate of Kansas was sealed,’ said the Liberator of July 18,
1855, * the very day the Missouri Compromise was repealed.’

“In the midst of general despondency it occurred to Eli
Thayer, of Worcester, Massachusetts, that the public had mis-
read the situation ; that apparent disasters were only successes
disguised ; that the calamities befallen the antislavery cause in
Congress might be retrieved by tactics of organized emigration
—a contest in which the Southern oligarchy, much cumbered
and heavily shod, could not cope with freedom in its nimbler
movements. While the Congressional struggle was in progress,
before the fate of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill had been settled, he
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wrote out a Constitution for the ‘ Massachusetts Emigrant Com-
pany,’ and procured a legislative charter. Thayer originally con-
templated a formidable corporation, with a capital of five million
dollars, by which he expected to countrol migration —the vast
Westering flux of natives as well as foreigners—in the interests
of liberty; to marshal it against the encroachments of the South;
to secure the Territories in the first place, and then turn his
revolutionizing agencies upon the slave States themselves. . . .

¢ Abolitionists repudiated expedients of colonization as ‘false
in principle,” and able to compass at best only ‘a transplanted
Massachusetts’—a futile and unworthy consummation, since
even ‘ the original Massachusetts had been tried and found want-

bR
ing.’” ...

At the close of one of my meetings in Boston, a
man in the rear of the hall arose and announced his
intention of subscribing ten thousand dollars tow-
ards the capital stock of the company. This was
John M. S. Williams, of Cambridgeport, who was

- afterwards prominently connected with the Emi-
grant Aid Company. Charles Francis Adams came
forward with a subscription of twenty-five thousand
dollars, and others followed. It was at one of the
Chapman Hall meetings that I first saw Charles
Robinson (afterwards Governor of Kansas), and en-
gaged him to act as agent of the Emigrant Aid
Company. A wiser and more sagacious man for
this work could not have been found within the
borders of the nation. By nature and by training
he was perfectly well equipped for the arduous
work before him. A true democrat and a lover of
the rights of man, he had risked his life in Califor-
nia while defending the poor and weak against the
cruel oppression of the rich and powerful. He was
willing at any time, if there were need, to die for

2‘*
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his principles. In addition to such brave devotion
to his duty, he had the clearest foresight, and the
coolest, calmest judgment in determining the course
of action best adapted to secure the rights of the
free State settlers. No one in Kansas was so much
as he the man for the place and time. He was a
deeper thinker than Atchison, and triumphed over
the border ruffians and the more annoying and
more dangerous self-seekers of his own party. The
man who “paints the lily and gilds refined gold”
is just the one to tell us how Charles Robinson
might have been better qualified for his Kansas
work. But his character, so clearly defined in
freedom’s ‘greatest struggle, superior to the help
or harm of criticism, reveals these salient points
of excellence—majesty of mind and humility of
heart, stern justice and tender sympathy, heroic
will and sensitive conscience, masculine strength
and maidenly modesty, leonine courage and wom-
anly gentleness, with power to govern based on
self-restraint, and love of freedom deeper than love
of life.

With such a man at the head of the free State
cause in Kansas, it is not strange that I felt no un-
easiness about its management. I never troubled
him with letters of advice about Kansas matters,
which he was in a position to understand so well.
In the three years’ conflict very few letters passed
between us. He never knew where or when a let-
ter would reach me, as I was speaking all the way
from the Penobscot to the Schuylkill, and from the
seaboard to the lakes. It was my mission to raise
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men and money for the security of freedom in the
Territory, and to combine the Northern States in
this work. I did not doubt Robinson’s ability or
fidelity in the use of means.

Fortunately for him and for our cause, his yeuth-
ful wife was admirably qualified for her arduous
and responsible position. Mrs. Sara T. L. Robin-
son was the daughter of Hon. Myron Lawrence,
of Belchertown, Massachusetts, a prominent Whig
leader, and an extreme hater of the disunion fanat-
ics, whom he decorated with the name of “ Bobo-
litionists.”

Entirely devoted to the cause of freedom, Mrs.
Robinson brought to her work a well-disciplined
mind, high courage, and an unconquerable faith.
She was an inspiration to all the women in the
Territory, whom she influenced by her ardent
words and her graceful though vigorous pen. Nor
did her influence stop at the confines of the field
of conflict between the two hostile civilizations,
but extended throughout the free States. In 1856
she published a most entertaining book, replete
with charming pictures of the daily life of our
brave pioneers, and of the thrilling incidents of that
most exciting period. This had a wide circulation,
and was a very efficient aid in our great work.*®
By such services in the pivotal conflict, the name
of Robinson has become illustrious.

* «Kansas: Its Interior and Exterior Life.” Boston. Crosby,
Nichols & Company. 1856.



CHAPTER IIL
HORACE GREELEY AND “THE PLAN OF FREEDOM.”

Avr the work recorded in the last chapter had
been done before the Kansas-Nebraska Bill passed
the Senate. A good number of the leading citi-
zens of Boston had become earnest and hopeful
supporters of the plan of the Emigrant Aid Com-
pany. This was proof to me that by a judicious
presentation of this plan in other places a sim-
ilar co-operation could be secured. That such
help should be obtained without delay was not
only desirable, but absolutely necessary to our
success. After careful thought upon the question,
How is this work to be done? I determined to
suspend my Chapman Hall meetings and go di-
rectly to New York City, for the purpose of meet-
ing some of the leading citizens there, and induc-
ing them, if possible, to organize for the work of
saving Kansas. Accordingly, I left Worcester on
the evening of the 26th of May, and was ready
in New York City the next morning to enter
upon the duties of my self-imposed mission. On
this day I first became personally acquainted
with Mr. Greeley. Before that time I had mere-
ly seen him several times while on his lecturing
tours, and had heard him once or twice. I had
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now come from Massachusetts on purpose to se-
cure, if possible, the great influence of his name
and of the New York Tribune in the new cru-
sade of freedom, which, during the preceding
three months, I had successfully begun in New
England.

As I had never been in New York before, the
Tribune building was pointed out to me, in answer
to my inquiries. I climbed the narrow, crooked,
much-worn, and dusty, not to say dirty, flights
from Spruce Street to Mr. Greeley’s sanctum.
-There, in a very small room, containing two old-
fashioned, straight-back chairs, and a very high and
very ancient bureau, sat Mr. Greeley, using the lat-
ter article for a writing-desk. The top of this bu-
reau, except a very small space at one corner, was
covered with papers, both manuscript and printed,
in utter confusion. These had been pushed back so
as to leave a clear space at one corner large enough
. to hold a sheet of paper. There was the sheet and
Mr. Greeley, sitting very erect (as he was obliged
to do to have his eyes above the paper), writing
upon it. I at once introduced myself, and said,
“Mr. Greeley, my mission to New York is for the
purpose of securing the great influence of your
name and paper in the work of organizing emigra-
tion from the free States to Kansas.” Mr. Greeley
replied: “I have seen some accounts in the papers
of your movement, but I confess I know but little
about it. I am glad to see you, and wish to know
all about it, also your plans and purposes, and upon
what reasons you base your hopes of success.
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Now, Mr. Thayer, sit down and talk. I must fin-
ish this editorial under my hand, but do not mind
my writing. I shall hear every word, and after
this paper is completed I will give you my entire
attention and shall make many inquiries.” This
method of listening to talk upon one subject while
writing an editorial upon another and entirely dif-
ferent one was quite a marvel to me, and at first
not very inspiring. However, I proceeded to give
a full account of my last three months’ work, and
to show that while there was utter hopelessness in
New England at the beginning of that time, there
now began to be faith and hope, and that thirty-five
thousand dollars had been pledged to the cause at
| my last meeting; that such men as Edward Everett
Hale, Dr. Lyman Beecher, Hon. Charles Francis
Adams, Rev. Edward Beecher, and many other dis-
tinguished Boston men, had attended some of my
meetings, and had expressed the belief that with
sufficient energy we could achieve success in Kan- .
sas, and stop the making of slave States forever;
that the same plan applied equally well to the old
slave States, and that slavery, thus circumscribed,
and thereafter invaded in its old home by free la-
bor, in a way perfectly in accordance with the laws
and the Constitution, would soon be obliged to yield
to the superior power of freedom and become ex-
tinct. In this way I proceeded for an hour (Mr.
Greeley all the while busy with his pen), and re-
counted the facts of our charter having been grant-
ed and the company organized under it, of the
plan of operations reported in full, and of the inter-
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est in the movement already manifested in Massa-
chusetts. Mr. Greeley called for a boy to take
the copy he had Just finished, and began to make
inquiries concermng every point of the long his-
tory I had just given while he was writing. To -
my perfect amazement, not one point in the hour’s
talk had escaped his attention. Not one man
in a thousand, giving his undivided attention to
my remarks, would have had so complete an un-
derstanding and appreciation of all that had been
said.

“ Now, Thayer,” said Mr. Greeley,  the first ques-
tion I wish to ask you is this: Why have you come
to me? To this I replied: “ My coming to you is
no accident, but the result of careful thought and
study. There are several reasons for it. First, be-
cause you are a Whig. The two great parties in
the North are the Whig and Democratic, and with-
out their co-operation our enterprise must be a fail-
ure. The Freesoil party is feeble in numbers and
influence, and should it act in this matter without
the aid of the two great national parties we could
count on nothing but defeat. With its support
alone there would be no contest whatever in Kan-
sag, and the border ruffians of Missouri would have
everything their own way. For this reason I have .
put among the corporators of the Emigrant Aid
Company two leading Democrats of Massachusetts
—Gen. James S. Whitney and Col. Isaac Davis.
Among them also are several old conservative
Whigs, but not one Garrison Abolitionist, for the
reason that they oppose the movement and will try
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to defeat it in order to increase the disunion senti-
ment in the North by the loss of Kansas. Now, if
I can secure the leading Whig paper in the coun-
try, all the other Whig papers in the North will
- gladly follow its lead. I wish now as speedily as
possible to reach the Middle and Western States,
and to secure their immediate organization into
Kansas leagues and emigrant aid societies, and you
know well enough what a power the Weekly T7rib-
-une will be in this work. We cannot afford to
lose time. The Missourians are on the border of
Kansas, and it is necessary to our success that the
entire North be aroused at once and put into active
and hopeful work. Your paper can show the peo-
ple that there is a chance to save Kansas, and if
they are once convinced of this, our success is cer-
tain. Nobody in the North, whether Whig or
Democrat, desires the extension of slavery, and all
are ready to circumscribe and annihilate it in any
legal and constitutional way. I have now given
you one reason. There is another. The people
believe that Horace Greeley is an honest, far-seeing,
and patriotic man. That name alone will be half
a victory. You are the one man now needed.
Should you, with the power of your great paper,
oppose, or even dubiously approve, this grand
movement, our cause would be lost and Kansas be
doomed to chains and slavery. This is the crisis
in our history, and right here it is to be determined
whether this country shall be all slave or all free.
If we lose Kansas the political control of slavery
is assured for an indefinite period. Now is the
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time for you to use the power God has given you
to help as no other man can to save the country
and the cause to whose interests you devote your
life. I know your character and your history well
enough to feel assured of your cordial and power-
ful aid.”

Mr. Greeley said: “There is much truth in what
you have said, but I think you over-estimate my
power in the matter. But do you not think the
entire Democratic party will oppose? It looks
to me as if Douglas had sold Kansas for a presi- .
dential nomination. Will not the Democrats see
that the goods are delivered according to con-
tract ¥’ :

To which I replied: “Perhaps a few of the North-
ern Democratic papers will mildly oppose us, but
they dare not do so violently. Democrats and
Whigs alike have seen enough of the aggressive
tendency of slavery. On this subject the rank and
file of both parties are with us as surely as the fee-
ble Free-soilers. You will find, as the contest pro-
gresses, that the question will not be Whig or Dem-
ocrat, but Kansas a free State or Kansas a slave
State. On this question we shall have, practically,
the entire Northern people with us, without dis-
tinction of party. The only exception will be the
handful of Garrison Abolitionists, who say : ¢ There
is no issue but disunion. The Nebraska Bill and
the Fugitive Slave Law are of no import to Aboli-
tionists; we strike at the root of the matter.
Their purpose is to destroy the union, and they
know very well that our plan does not tend tow-
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ards that result. We may therefore safely count
on their opposition, which you well know would be
far less harmful to us than their support.”

“Now,” said Mr. Greeley, “ have you any papers
which I can read this evening, showing the history
of this movement so far as it has gone?’ I then
gave him the Act of Incorporation of the Emigrant
Aid Company, the account of the first meeting of
the corporators, my report at that meeting of the
plan of operations, which was adopted, and the
temporary organization of the company. Mr. Gree-
ley then said: “It is time for me to leave, but I
want you to come and lunch with me to-morrow
(Sunday) at one o’clock, and I shall be better able
then, after reading these papers, to examine the
whole matter, to make other inquiries, and to de-
cide what to do.”

To this proposition I assented. The next day I
met him as appointed, and after lunch went with
him to his loft in the Z7bune building.

He said, when seated at the corner of his old bu-
reau: “Excuse me a few minutes while I write a
letter. This time I will not ask you to talk while
I write. I am now so much interested in the emi-
grant scheme that your talk will distract my atten-
tion too much.” I then took up a paper and waited
for the completion of his work. But he did not
finish it without interruption; for while he was
writing, a boy about fifteen years old came into
the room, and standing behind Mr. Greeley’s chair
near the door, said, “ Mr. Greeley, I have come to
ask your advice.” ‘Say on,” without stopping his
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pen or even glancing at the boy. ¢ The only rela-
tive I have here is my sister. I have been boarding
with her, and she let me have board so cheap that
I could earn money enough to pay her and have
something left to buy my clothes. Now, [ have
quarrelled with my sister and am boarding at an-
other place, where they charge me all [ can earn
for my board (not so good as I had at my sister’s),
and I have nothing left to pay for clothes. What
shall I do?’ Mr. Greeley, without looking up or
stopping his pen, asked, “Is your sister a married
woman ¥’ “Yes, sir.” “Is she a respectable
woman ¥’ “Certainly, sir.” “ Go straight to your
sister and tell her that you are ashamed of your-
self, and ask her forgiveness. If she will take you,
go back and live with her; and after this remem-
ber that if your own sister is not your friend you
will not be likely to find any friend in New York
City.” The boy left without another word. Mr.
Greeley had not seen him and had not stopped
writing.

When the boy who had come to seek friendly
counsel had departed, with the wise but imperative
advice of the great philanthropist ringing in his
ears, and Mr. Greeley had finished his letter, he
turned to me and said, “I am now ready to ex-
amine further the emigration scheme, and wish to
ask you several questions.”

T. “First, Mr. Greeley, allow me to say a word
about what has just occurred in this room, and
about what is now going on. A poor boy in dis-
tress comes to you as his best friend and adviser.



44 THE KANSAS CRUSADE.

Though a stranger, he seeks you alone, in a city of
several hundred thousand people. This one fact is
sufficient proof of your influence at home. To
secure your great influence in the Northern States
to help break the dominating power of slavery is
the mission. of a stranger from another State. 1
can congratulate you upon this evidence of your
power and upon the honor these applications do
you. They are a higher compliment than I have
ever before seen conferred upon any one. Now I
am ready for any questions or any objections that
occur to you.”

G. “What do you think should be done first ¢’

T. “The first thing to do is to unfold the plan
and to advocate it in such a way as to inspire hope
of success among the Northern people. As soon as
they have any hope they will be ready for action.
At present the North is utterly disheartened. For
more than thirty years we have been invariably
beaten in the halls of Congress. Nothing is more
common than the expression ‘Slavery has always
had its own way and always will have it” We
now propose to move the scene of this contest
from Congress to the prairies, where the system of
free labor will meet the system of slave labor face
to face. If we can unite the North in this move-
ment we are sure to trinmph. We have the power,
if we only use it, and we shall use it as soon as we
have any faith in securing the freedom of Kansas.”

G. “What would you do next ¢’

T. ¢“Advocate the forming of Kansas leagues and
emigrant aid companies throughout the North.
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Begin to send colonies. Report the starting and
progress of every colony. Give them ovations, as
they pass, at all the principal places on the route.
Make the emigrants feel that they are sure to be
sustained by the patriots at home. Create enthu-
siasm where now there is only despondency. Our
Boston company will put in capital, in advance of
emigration, so that shelter and many other com-
forts, heretofore unknown to pioneers, will be ready
in Kansas for each new colony.”

G. “Here is the most important question of
all: can you get men to go from the free States to
Kansas, in view of the great sacrifices they will be
obliged to make, risking property, peace, and even
life itself, for a principle—I might say for patriot-
ism? Remember that the whole power of the
Government is against you; that Missouri, crowd-
ed with border ruffians, is on the entire eastern
border of Kansas, that your emigrants will have
a very long journey before reaching Kansas, and
more than three hundred miles of it in the slave
State of Missouri. Can all these difficulties be
overcome ¥’

T. “They can be and will be. We already
have a number of men pledged for our first colony.
The next one can be secured with far less effort.
It is true that there has never been an emigration
of this kind in the world’s history—a self-sacrific-
ing emigration. It is now time for this new devel-
opment, and, with proper effort, it can be made
manifest and effective in saving Kansas and de-
stroying slavery. The people of the North, without
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distinction of party, hate slavery and are ready to
end it in any legal and constitutional way. They
will respond to the call of principle and patriotism
more and more readily as they see the movement
progressing and a chance of success presented. On
this matter I am confident, for I have made many
speeches upon this subject, and the response of my
hearers has been all I could desire. Our emigrants
will not be intimidated by border ruffians, nor by
all the powers of the Government, if used under
the restrictions of the law and the Constitution, as
they must be.”

G. “I am glad you have some proof already of
what the people are willing to do, but will they
not become discouraged in case the slave-holders
resort to open violence and brutal outrage? What
if the border ruffians of Missouri should rush into
Kansas, destroy your settlements, and murder or
drive out your emigrants #’

T. «If the South gives us fair play we shall
easily beat her in the game of emigration; if she
gives us foul play we shall beat her all the more
certainly, though the struggle may be longer and
more severe. To-day she has incurred the bitter
hostility of the united North by her bad faith;
should this hostility become furious rage, incited
by abuse or murder of our peaceful colonies, no
man in his senses can doubt the result. Slavery
will go down and freedom will triumph. Demo-
crats and Whigs will unite throughout the North,
and nothing on the continent can then resist their
power.”



DISCUSSION CONTINUED. 47

G. “Will the Free-soil politicians take the
stump and aid in raising the colonies #’

T. “I think not. They have said so many
times that the repeal of the Missouri Compromise
would make a slave State of Kansas, that they may
be slow to believe the contrary result possible, and
may feel little inclined to contradict their many-
times - repeated prophecies. Besides, they would
not feel confident of inspiring any hope of success
after such a record. For these reasons I do not
expect the aid of the politicians. There is another
reason also. They have been accustomed to re-
gard the action of Congress as the only thing de-
cisive about slavery in the Territories. The action
we propose is entirely independent of Congress. If
we can put into Kansas a strong majority of free
State men and keep them there, Kansas will be a
free State whatever Congress may do or fail to do.
.The same reasoning will apply to the other depart-
ments of the Government.”

G. “I think I have a very good understanding
of your views upon the whole matter. I have
given it much thought, and I have full faith in it.
I shall call it the Plan of Freedom, and advocate it
to the best of my ability. To-morrow’s Z7ribune
will give some proof of this.”

T. “Mr. Greeley, you are entitled to the thanks
of every patriot for your decision. With deter-
mined effort on our part, and with your help in
arousing and uniting the Northern people in this
great work, I feel that the freedom of Kansas is
assured. I shall return to Massachusetts in high
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hope, and in the month of July the 7ridune will
record the passage through the State of New York
of the pioneer Kansas colony.”

After the foregoing conversation, now briefly re-
ported, I remained several days in New York, and
addressed three meetings of influential citizens call-
ed together by written invitations; one in the par-
lors of the Astor House, one in the chapel of Colum-
bia College, and another in the lecture-room of the
Tabernacle. I also began the formation of an Emi-
grant Aid Company and the New York State Kan-
sas League. I saw Mr. Greeley often, and in each
issue of the 7’ribune during my stay he made such
appeals for “The Plan of Freedom” as only he
could write. These appeals were quoted very wide-
ly, and the entire Whig press of the Northern States
at once enlisted in the enterprise with great in-
tensity of zeal, inspired by the high hope, sublime
faith, and eloquent arguments of Horace Greeley.
Kansas Leagues began at once to be formed in the
Middle and Western States; and as the great strug-
gle progressed in Kansas many of the rank and file
of the two great political parties in the free States
drew nearer and nearer together, until they finally
met and were consolidated in the Republican party.
This party, deriving its life and strength from the
Kansas contest, came near electing Fremont in 1856,
and did elect Lincoln in 1860. Below are some
extracts from Mr. Greeley’s editorials above re-
ferred to.

The New York Tribune of May 29, 1854, con-
tained a long account of the organization and
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purpose of the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Com-
pany, with the charter and report of the commit-
tee printed in full. The following is an extract
from Mr. Greeley’s editorial comment :

‘“Such, in brief, is the plan offered to the earnest and philan-
thropic men of the free States who desire to prevent the spread
of slavery into Kansas and Nebraska, and to secure the early ad-
mission of those Territories into the Union as free States. To
all those who are anxious to do something in the present crisis
to repair the wrong just committed at Washington, it offers a
wide and hopeful field of effort. Here is abundant opportunity
for all who have money to invest or a heart to labor in the great
cause of freedom. The scheme strikes us as singularly well
adapted to secure the objects in view. Properly managed, and
in the hands of discreet and responsible men, it cannot fail to ac-
complish the noble and generous purpose at which it aims, and
at the same time it promises to eventually return to every con-
tributor all of his original outlay, with a handsome recompense
for its use. From this plan, thus briefly shadowed forth, we en-
tertain a confident hope of the most satisfactory results,and cord-
ially commend it to public attention.

It will be seen that a meeting of the stockholders is to be
held on the first Wednesday of June in Boston. Meanwhile,
subscriptions can be made, by those who desire to do so, at the
office of this paper, either by letter or in person. The co-opera-
tion of the friends of the enterprise in this city is earnestly de-
sired, and a gentleman from Massachusetts is now here for the
purpose of obtaining it.”

This was followed by a series of powerful edito-
rials, which fully unfolded the new Plan of Free-
dom, as Mr. Greeley called it, and set forth its
merits in a forcible and convincing manner, urging
the formation of emigrant societies throughout the
North.

In the Zribune of May 30th he said :

3
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“The Plan of Freedom set forth in yesterday's Trbune has
been eagerly seized upon by some of our best and most distin-
guished citizens, and a private preliminary meeting will be im:
mediately held in furtherance of its suggestions. . . .

“The organization of a powerful association of large capital
in the aid of human freedom is a step in a new direction of phil-
anthropic effort, which may well enlist the sympathies of the
unselfish and benevolent not only of this country but of all

mankind. ’

‘“ In view of the monstrous wrongs that slavery is at this hour
meditating, in view of the enormity it has just perpetrated, the
heart of every man who has one spark of humanity in his bosom
must be stirred, as with the sound of a trumpet, by the suggest-
ion of a remedy so simple, so comprehensive,and so practical. . . .

““The great labors of the world have been performed by associ-
ation. Our societies for the spread of the Bible and the diffusion
of Christianity, and our other varied combinations for benevo-
lent objects, all demonstrate the immense power of well-direct-
ed associative effort.”

From the Zribune of May 31, 1854:

*“The Plan of Freedom, which we put forth in Monday’s pa-
per, already awakens an echo in the public mind. In addijtion
to further active steps of the gentlemen in the city who have
taken hold of the subject, we have received voluntary offers of
subscription by letter, together with the most fervent expressions
of zeal and determination from all quarters to rally in defence of
freedom,and in opposition to the gigantic schemes of aggression
started by the Slave Power. The contest already takes the form
of the people against tyranny and slavery. The whole crowd of
slave-drivers and traitors, backed by a party organization, a cor-
rupt majority in Congress, a soulless partisan press, and admin-
istration with its paid officers armed with revolvers and sustained
by the bayonets of a mercenary soldiery, will all together prove
totally insufficient to cope with an aroused people.

‘“ We extract from our correspondence as follows:
<« ¢ To the Editor of the New York Tribune :

“«Having watched with much interest the incipient move-
ments in Massachusetts to form the Emigrant Aid Society, and
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having great faith in such an enterprise, if confided to proper
hands, I am much gratified to find b{' your paper of this day that
the organization is so far completed as to admit the opening of
subscriptions. Wishing to aid the enterprise out of my feeble
ability, I re((l;ucst you to insert my name in the subscription for
five hundred dollars ($500). . . .

‘“*The day of deliverance dawns. The spirit of freedom shall
awake. Yours for Liberty.’

‘“ Another correspondent, who sends a subscription for $10,000,
writes as follows: -

“‘ *Need I say how delighted I am at the prospect of the ‘“Plan
of Freedom?” In awork so hopeful, 8o just, so grandly compre-
hensive, so prophetic of results potential, victorious, aud final, I
enter with a full soul, heart, hand, and purse; and sink or swim,
live or die, survive or perish, I give myself to this great work, in
the full confidence that souls are here enlisted who know no tie
but that of universal brotherhood, no end but that of unselfish
devotion to common humanity. May I ask of you the favor to
hand in my subscription for one hundred shares of stock of the
Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company? The golden age—the
blessed age of peace—is not for us! Patience and faith,and com-
bat, labor, and toil, are ours. Let us accept the gifts meekly but
manfully, rejoicing that our Master counts us worthy to follow
him in the mighty travail of a world’s regeneration.””

From the New York Tribune of June 1,1854:

“Tug PLAN oF FrEEDOM.—The friends of this measure who
have had the subject in hand held a meeting at the Astor House
last evening, at which President King, of Columbia College, pre-
sided. There was quite a full attendance of gentlemen, who felt
a deep interest in the subject. A committee was appointed to
superintend the business of obtaining subscriptions, and to rep-
resent the subscribers in the meeting of the society to be held in
Boston on Wednesday next. . . .

““ We are in receipt of additional letters, making inquiries and
tendering further subscription. The plan is received by all with
pre-eminent favor, and enlists the warmest sympathies of the
friends of freedom. ... The plan is po less than to found free
cities and to extemporize free States. Let it be made the great
enterprise of the age.” .



CHAPTER 1V.

THE WORK BEGUN.— CHARITY VS. BUSINESS IN MIS-
SIONARY ENTERPRISE.

Having now secured the invaluable aid of Mr.
Greeley, and additional subscriptions to the stock
of the company, so that the whole amount pledged
was more than one hundred and fifty thousand dol-
lars, I returned to Boston. While I had been away
some one had raised a danger-signal where there
was no danger. Some one had decided that under
our charter there possibly might be individual lia-
bility of the stockholders. There was no reason for
this apprehension, as was afterwards admitted by
the very persons who used the argument, and who
but a year later very much deplored their action.
But there was no time then to argue the question,
for we were ready to use funds, and they must be
had without delay, as the first colony was nearly
ready to begin its journey to Kansas. So it was
arranged that the business of the company should
be put into the hands of three trustees until the
next meeting of the Legislature, when a new char-
ter, adapted to the views of the Boston subscribers,
could be obtained.

The following, from Professor Spring’s ¢« Kan-
sas,” page 30, gives this history as follows:
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‘“No organization was ever effected under the first charter.
It saddled objectionable monetary liabilities upon the individ-
uals who might associate under it, and was abandoned. The
whole business then passed into the hands of Thayer, Lawrence,
and J. M. 8. Williams, who were constituted trustees, and man-
aged affairs in a half-personal fashion until February,1855, when
a second charter was obtained and an association formed with a
slightly rephrased title—‘ The New England Emigrant Aid Com-
pany’—and with John Carter Brown, of Providence, Rhode Isl-
and, as president. In the conduct of the company, the trustees,
who bridged the interval between the first and second charters,
continued to be a chief directive and inspirational force. Mr.
Thayer preached the gospel of organized emigration with tire-
less and successful enthusiasm, while Mr. Lawrence discharged
the burdensome but all-important duties of treasurer. Among
the twenty original directors were Dr. Samuel Cabot, Jr., John
Lowell, and William B. Spooner, of Boston ; J. P. Williston,
Northampton; Charles H. Bigelow, Lawrence; and Nathan Dur-
fee, Fall River. The list of directors was subsequently enlarged
to thirty-eight, and included the additional names of Dr. 8. G.
Howe, Rev. Edward Everett Hale, Boston; George L. Stearns,
" Medford; Horace Bushnell, Hartford, Connecticut; Prof. Benja-
min Silliman, Sr., New Haven, Connecticut; and Moses H. Grin-
nell, New York. The company in its reorganized shape receded,
at least temporarily, from all wholesale projects, and devoted it-
self to the problem of planting free-labor towns in Kansas,” *

* The following is a full list of officers of the New England
Emigrant Aid Company:

President: John Carter Brown, Providence ; Vice- Presidents :
Eli Thayer, Worcester, J. M. S. Williams, Cambridge; Treasurer:
Amos A. Lawrence, Boston ; Secretary: Thomas H. Webb, Bos-
ton ; Directors: William B. Spooner, Samuel Cabot, Jr., John
Lowell, C. J. Higginson, Le Baron Russell, Boston, William J.
Rotch, New Bedford, J. P. Williston, Northampton, W. Dudley
Pickman, Salem, R. P. Waters, Beverly, Reuben A. Chapman,
Springfield, John Nesmith, Lowell, Chirle< I Bigelew, Tawrence,
Nathan Durfee, Fall River, William Wil3i¢, Fottlard, Mes, Frapk-
lin Muzzy, Bangor, Me., Ichabod Gopdwin] Portsmout, N.Ib.,
Thomas M. Edwards, Keene, N. H., Aloert Day, Rartferd, Conr.
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Bryant and Gay’s ¢ History of the United States,”
vol. iv., p. 408, has the following :

‘“In the Eastern States, Eli Thayer conceived the organization
of emigration, with a view of directing it to Kansas. On the20th
of April, before the Nebraska Act passed Congress,he and his
friends were incorporated as the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid
Company. They were permitted to hold a capital of five mill-
ion dollars. A ready exaggeration, made in a hostile interest,
announced that they had this capital. In fact, that company
had not collected twenty thousand dollars when the year closed.
But the fame of its wealth answered the purpose as well as
the possession. Undecided men were willing to throw in their
chances where an organization supposed to be so strong led the
way. The glove thrown down too hastily in a challenge to the
Northern emigrant was taken up on the instant. In the last
days of July, as soon as the Territory was open to settlement,
the pionecer party of the Emigrant Aid Company took up claims
at a point now known as Lawrence. Before winter, this com-
pany had sent from New England five hundred emigrants. From
other free States had poured in enough more to make a popula-
tion of eight thousand.”

It is true, as Mr. Bryant says, that the books of
our Boston company, at the close of the year
1854, contained the names of only five hundred
emigrants. But these colonies received accessions

all the way from Boston to Kansas, so that often
their numbers were more than doubled—sometimes
quadrupled. '

The office of the company was in Boston. Near-
ly all the country relied upon to furnish emigrants
lies between Boston,and Kansas. The emigrants
from’ M@{ne,: frcm- cagtern Massachusetts, and from

S Y lthe SOJthern part of New Hampshire were, for the

mosb pars neglstere& in the Boston office, and
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made into colonies there. These, all told, were
a very small portion of the number that went
through the influence of this company. Hundreds
of Kansas leagues and Kansas committees were
formed, through the assistance and example of the
parent organization, in all the Northern States.
I lately opened a file of the New York Tribune
for 1854. In the issue of July 4th I find an account
of a Kansas emigration society, of which Cadwal-
lader Wallace was president, organized in Ross
County, Ohio, and in the issue of July 10th I find
an account of our own Worcester County organiza-
tion, of which Alexander H. Bullock was president,
William T. Merrifield vice-president, and Henry
Chapin, William A. Wheeler, Charles Thurber,
Horace James, and Oliver C. Fenton were directors.
Thus, at home, within forty-four miles of Boston,
it was thought best to have a fully equipped com-
pany ready for action.

In New Haven, Conn., the famous Charles B.
Lines Colony was formed, consisting of seventy-
nine well-armed men. I went to that city three
times, made three addresses there (two of them in
Rev. Dr. Bacon’s church), and had several con-
ferences with President Woolsey, Dr. Bacon, Pro-
fessor Silliman, Professor Twining, and others, in
which I urged the forming of this colony. From
hundreds of other places colonies, parties, and
individuals went to Kansas through the influence
of the New England Emigrant Aid Company,
whose names were never recorded in the Boston
books, and who never visited our office. What
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influences gave the company such far-reaching
power?

First. The press had advertised far and near
that the Emigrant Aid Company were ready to use
all the money needed in building towns in Kansas;
that they were sending out steam-engines, saw-
mills, grist-mills, and other machinery ; that they
were building hotels and boarding-houses; that
they were establishing newspapers, churches, and
schools. From these facts emigrants inferred read-
ily enough that in these incipient cities, with or-
ganized emigration flowing in rapidly, there would
be an excellent prospect for making money by
the rise of property. The press also reported the
ovations which each colony received all the way
from Boston to Chicago, the cheers and the god-
speeds awaiting them at every principal railroad-
station, in the grand crusade for freedom.

Second. Best of all, and most powerful in secur-
ing emigrants for Kansas, was the argument of
patriotism. Kansas was to be secured to freedom.
Where, but a little while before, the repeal of the
Missouri Compromise had extinguished all hope
and left only despair, faith and hope revived, and
the glorious freedom-loving processions moved on.
In every town and hamlet, from Maine to the Mis-
sissippi River, the Boston company’s work was
discussed and applauded.

Another important point in estimating the work
of these Kansas societies, leagues, and committees
is that they sent out “men only,” with very rare
exceptions. In the enumeration of the people of the
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Territory, at the end of 1854, the entire number was
a little more than eight thousand. More than half
the voters in that eight thousand went to Kansas
directly or indirectly through the influence of the
Emigrant Aid Company. When the Missourians
moved into Kansas to settle, they took their fam-
ilies with them. Hence, it would take at least
five Missourians in the enumeration to equal at
the polls one of our Eastern or Northern emi-
grants, who left their families at home until they
could provide for them in the Territory. The C.
B. Lines Colony of seventy-nine able-bodied men
were equal at the polls to three hundred and
ninety-five Missourians in the enumeration of all
- the people.

The books of the Boston company show the names
of about three thousand emigrants in all. It is safe
to say that these numbers were doubled before
they reached Kansas. If we consider that these
were almost all men, who left their families at home
for one or two years, and that each one represent-
ed five in the Territorial enumeration, we get
an aggregate of over thirty thousand from this
company during the three years of the crusade.
But many of the accessions were furnished by
Kansas leagues along the route from Boston to
Kansas. There were many leagues, however, in
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, southern New York,
southern Ohio, and Indiana, which sent their emi-
grants by a nearer route than that used by the
Boston company. They were all, however, act-
ing in concert, since they were all loyal to the

3*
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Plan of Freedom, and had a common origin and
common purpose.

In the New York Tribune of August 30, 1856,
there is an account of one of our colonies which
left Boston numbering less than one hundred,
but increased by accessions along the route un-
til, in Towa, near their destination, they numbered
three hundred and eighty-four. From numerous
instances of this kind, it will be seen that the
power of the Boston company in this conflict
should not be measured by the number of emi-
grants recorded in their books.

The charter of the company having been aban-
doned, and the plan of trustees for the ensuing
year substituted, we immediately began the col-
lection of money for immediate use. It was de-
cided that a capital of $200,000 would be suffi-
cient for the Kansas work. In fact, the com-
pany did not use in all over $140,000, and this
small sum was contributed during three years,
mainly as a charity, and without hope of returns.
My original plan was, as we have seen, to form a
business company, to be conducted upon business
principles, able to make good dividends to its
stockholders annually, and at its close, a full re-
turn of all the money originally invested. To
have done this would have required no marvellous
financial skill. We should have had the power
to build cities and towns wherever we might
choose to locate them, and could invest money in
western Missouri land as well as in Kansas.
Twelve acres of land, now in the very centre of
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Kansas City, were offered to us for $§3000. The
same tract is now worth several millions. I
urged the purchase of this and of other land in
that place, but my associates opposed my views,
and the purchases were not made. The main ob-
jection of my associates to my original plan of a
money-making company, was a fear that people
might say that we were influenced by pecuniary
considerations in our patriotic work for Kansas.
Therefore, they did not desire any return for any
money invested. So we went on the charity plan,
and were never one-half so efficient as we would
have been by the other method, and were fully
twice as long in determining the destiny of
Kansas.

It was my purpose, when I wrote that charter,
to be done with Kansas in 1855, and then, with-
out loss of time, and with increased capital, to
have bought up large tracts of worn-out lands
in Virginia. Of these it was my purpose to give
one-half, in forty-acre lots, to our immigrants
from the free States. The remaining half would
be worth not less than four times the whole
cost, as soon as the immigrants had occupied
their homesteads. Two years of such work, by
such a company, in Virginia, would have made
her as secure for the Union in 1861 as Massachu-
setts was.

I bhad not then, and have not now, the slight-
est respect for that pride in charity which ex-
cludes from great philanthropic enterprises the
strength and the effectiveness of money-making.
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There are supporters of missionary societies who
make from the traffic in ardent spirits the money
they contribute, who would doubtless oppose the
plan of making such societies self-sustaining by
sharing in the property which they create. Why
is it worse for a company to make money by ex-
tending Christianity than by making cotton cloth?
More than thirty years ago I spoke before several
missionary meetings, urging the adoption of this
plan of self-supporting missions. At that time
there were too many objectors in authority who
did not think it wise to “lower the Christian
standard ” so much as to reap a profit from Chris-
tian work to insure further Christian progress.
But Bishop Taylor has recently been using this
method in Africa with much success. This is now
the exception; at a later day it will become the
rule.*

The truth is, that the highest civilization is the
greatest creator of wealth. She is the modern
Midas, with power to turn everything she touches
into gold. Properly equipped, and with proper
direction, she will conquer and supplant any in-
ferior condition of men. This she will do without
your money or mine, but with her own. Even a
small share in the wealth which she creates will
speedily carry her round the world in strength and
majesty. Then she will move as a queen. Now

* The views of the author in favor of self-supporting mis-
sionary societies were fully prescnted in The New Englander,
in 1858, vol. xvi., p. 847.
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she limps like a beggar on crutches, waiting for
pennies, nickels, and dimes, extorted by pitiful ap-
peals. To such humlhatlon is she subjected by
the ignorance of her devotees, and by their false
notions of charity. Even her servants, who scorn
to “mingle the spiritual with the worldly,” have
need of food and clothing and shelter. These
they secure by contributions. If their mistress had
but a fraction of the wealth which she creates, she
could feed and clothe and shelter them all, as a re-
ward for their services, and thus raise them far
above the need of charitable contributions.

Now, if we apply the above reasoning to an
organized, peaceful competition of free labor with
slave labor in the former slave States, it will be
readily seen with what certainty freedom would
have been sustained. The Constitution of the
United States, so fiercely denounced by the Garri-
son disunionists as “a league with death and a cov-
enant with hell,” gave Freedom the power, when-
ever she chose to use it, to extinguish slavery.

In the provision that “ the citizens of each State
shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities
of citizens in the several States,” there was laid
(though perhaps without that design) the corner-
stone for freedom in all the States. Now, if it was
true, as the census proved, and as all the people of
the free States maintained and believed, that our
civilization was superior to that of the slave States,
then we were at liberty at any time to go into the
inferior States and establish free labor there. We
were not only at liberty to do this, but we had a
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very great inducement to do it. Suppose that an
organization under a charter like the one first
granted to the Emigrant Aid Company, with a cap-
ital of $5,000,000, had begun in earnest to colonize
Virginia with emigrants from the North, and had
secured large tracts of land at the slave-State prices
of $2, or even $3, per acre, whereon to locate the
free-State settlers, these same lands would have
been doubled, trebled, or quadrupled in value as
soon as they were thus occupied. There was really
no limit to the profit ready for an energetic and
able company, in thus changing slave States to
free. In fact, such a company could well have
afforded to pay for all the slaves in the States so
redeemed. But this they would not have been ex-
pected to do, and would not have done. In a few
years, however, they could have driven all the
slave-holders to the shores of the Mexican Gulf.



CHAPTER V.

DIFFICULTIES AND DISCOURAGEMENTS.—THE FOUND-
ING OF LAWRENCE.

Havine now accepted the charity plan, since
there was no time to be wasted in arguing for the
original and better one, I immediately returned to

.the work of completing our first colony, which had
been suspended during my absence in New York
City. The difficulty which attended my efforts can
be inferred from the fact that I made not far from
fifty speeches to secure the little colony of twenty-
nine men. There was very little faith in our en-
terprise up to this point. The friends of the young
men who had engaged to go were generally very
despondent, and often said that the scheme would
result only in failure, and a great if not a fatal loss
to those who were so daring as to enlist in it.
Slavery had the prestige of such continuous and
prolonged success that even the most ardent of
antislavery men scarcely dared to hope for any
favorable result against such odds. The Southern
papers, too, were full of their arrogant boasting
and threats, which served to intimidate the less
daring of our emigrants. All this, however, was
eventually of great service to our cause, since it
eliminated, from the beginning, certain cowardly
elements which it was far from desirable to retain.
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Even some Northern journals werc ready to ex-
press confidence in the success of the slave power
in Kansas. Such papers, however, were very few.

Here is an editorial from the Zynchburg (Va.) Le-
publican of July 1, 1854, not only expressing the
greatest confidence in the success of slavery in
Kansas, but also attempting to intimidate our emi-
grants by threats of abuse and outrage after reach-
ing their destination :

*“'The Worcester Spy announces that the first band of emigrants
for Kansas under the charge of the Emigrant Aid Company will
start from Boston on the 17th inst. We wish them the utmost
success their hearts can desire in getting there, for the hardy
pioneers of Kansas will doubtless have tar and feathers prepared
in abundance for their reception. Kansas is open for settlement
both to the North and the South. Slavery has been kept out of
Territories by Congressional enactments, but has never failed to
carry the day and firmly establish itself upon new Territories
when allowed to enter.”

Another similar specimen is the following edito-
rial in the Kansas Pioneer, a newspaper which fre-
quently derided our emigrants as “the hired paupers
of Eli Thayer & Co.”:

‘““We want to see a pro-slavery Legislature to & man, or at
least a large majority of the friends of Southern institutions rep-
resent our interests in the halls of legislation. We want to be
governed by sound laws, and pro-slavery men only are compe-
tent to make such laws. Under their banner we have always
done battle, and under their guardianship we shall ever be found
battling. We have no sympathy for Abolitionists, and the sooner
they are made to believe that the squatters of Kansas Territory
have no sympathy for their black, nefarious, contemptible dog-
mas the better. We want no negro-sympathizing thieves among
us; they will be running off our slaves whenever a chance offers.
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Their hearts are as black as the darkest deeds of hell. Away
with them ; send them back where they belong. Up with the
banner and shout of slavery, now and forever, in our land. ...
Down with every Abolition barrier that dare impede our way!”

It would be easy to fill a volume with the edito-
rials of Southern journals in 1854, denouncing the
Emigrant Aid Company, and attempting by threats
of bowie-knives, revolvers, tar and feathers, hemp,
and grape-vines, to intimidate and discourage the
emigrants to Kansas from the Northern States.
While these efforts were, no doubt, powerful in de-
terring the more timid and irresolute of our intend-
ed colonists from joining in the great crusade, they
served to stimulate the more daring, and to inten-
sify their determination to assert and maintain
their rights. Thousands of our young men looked
upon such threats as great inducements to take an
active part and have a personal interest in the new
migration.

As a fit description of the pioneer Kansas colony
which founded Lawrence, and prepared the way for
numerous emigrants who followed them, either sin-
gly or in companies, I insert the following editorial
from the Christian Register of July 22,1854 :

‘“The first pioneer company of New England men bound for
Kansas left last Monday. They were twenty-nine in number,
bound on such enterprises as will facilitate the settlement of
those who are to follow, and reduce to & minimum the exposure
of frontier life. So soon as the season permits, and the country
is legally open for scttlers, large numbers will pour in. The best
results of our farms, of our colleges, of our workshops, and of
our professional schools—of early enterprise in distant countries
-and of careful study of the rights of men—were brought together
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in that little company. The pionecr body was one of the best
representations possible of New England character. From what
we see and know of them, we should not be sorry to see them
matched against any twenty-nine they may meet in their travels.”

The above description is truthful and just, with-
in certain limits, but it does not exhibit the moral
excellence and the devotion to principle of the pio-
neer Kansas colony. This was the beginning of a
self-sacrificing emigration such as the world’s his-
tory had never befgre shown.

A writer in the Christian Eraminer for July,
1855, concludes an exhaustive article upon the not-
able migrations of history by awarding the high-
est honor to the Kansas pioneers, as follows :

“ Looking back upon the champions of civil and religious lib-
erty, upon the philanthropists of other times, and all the ‘ goodly
array of martyrs,” we see those who to their own age were a
mere nebula of erratic spirits, shapeless and unsymmetrical, re-
solved under our distant telescopic view into stars of the first
magnitude. We see the light which they originated or reflected,
and the multitudes of weary, wandering mortals who have been
guided to certainty and peace by the aid of their far-penetrating
rays, but we do not see, and we do not want to see, the coarse
and very earth-like materials of which they were, after all, com-
posed. The great movements of the past are revealed to us, in
all their massive grandeur, by the light of their results. The
changes going on in our own time, and conducted by ordinary
mortals on our own level, are colored by the involuntary preju-
dices which intimacy and detail excite, and are examined by the
varying light of our own interests and passions. Candor is scarce-
1y possible under the circumstances, even if the future is appre-
hended in the present.

““To some there scems little in this age which posterity shall
call heroic, or the memory of which they shall love to cherish;
yet there is a movement now in progress which we belicve is des-
tined to stand recorded in future ages as second to none in the



HEROES OF THE CRUSADE. 67

purity and nobleness of its object, or in the vast results to hu-
manity involved in its ultimate success. Goths, Celts, and Anglo-
Americans have been impelled to distant migrations by the hope
of spoils; religious propagandists by force and fraud have
changed old lands for new; and the slaves of taskmasters and
the victims of conscience-binders have alike fled for refuge to
the wilderness, some for physical, some for spiritual compensa-
tion. But it was reserved to the present age and to the present
period to afford the sublimer spectacle of an extensive migration
tn vindication of a principle;.a principle which is to benefit not
the emigrants but others, and those others of a degraded race and
of a different color.

“The future will not have to record of the emigrants to Kan-
sas that they were forced out of their old homes by dissensions,
oppressions, or even such incompatibility of sentiment with the
communities they left as made their position uncomfortable to
themselves or others. Neither the blight of famine nor an over-
crowded population darkened their prospects in the home of
their fathers. Neither pressure from without, nor the beckon-
ings of ambition, nor the monitions of avarice, control the great
Kansas migration. Not for themselves or for those identified
with their interests, not even for their peers or ancient allies,
to whom association and mutual remembrances have attached
them—no, none of all these things move them. The great motor-
power is the love of freedom, and its special impetus the sympa-
thy of a superior race (certainly as far as condition is concerned)
with an inferior, and for a people who can ncither appreciate
nor repay the sacrifice. In the unselfishness of the object lies
its claim to the highest regard, and its right to the highest place
in the history of migrations.

‘“ The genuineness of the movement is evidenced by the entire
absence of coercive circumstances, such as have aided other mi-
grations, in which the love of freedom was a principal ingredi-
ent. And in this unselfishness the Kansas migration is repre-
sentative of the age. Not that sclfishness is dead, or disinterested
benevolence a universal or even a very extended basis of action;
but the philanthropy of the present has far more of this charac-
ter than had that of any former age. . . .

‘“The Kansas migration is the boldest cxponent of this en-
lightened philanthropy. It meets a gaunt and dismal fact by
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creating a more vital and self-perpetuating fact. The spirit of
freedom which it embodies is no longer content to meet a usur-
pation with a ‘resolution,’ but goes out in its strength to unseat
the intruder. In the appropriateness of the means is the earnest
of victory.

‘“ Nor may the participators in enterprises such as this be just-
ly depreciated by the suspicion of mixed motives. Few indeed
are the actions of men which result from an isolated impulse,
opinion, or thought; complexity of motive is almost inseparable
from human action; nor is it always easy to define with precis-
ion the exact weight attached to each motive. But in judging
of these great movements which affect humanity, and in decid-
ing on the just meed of praise due to the participators, it is suffi-
cient to know that had the greatest and best motive been absent,
their co-operation would have been wanting; that whatever col-
lateral influences were brought to bear on them, the great central
idea was paramount, without which all others would have proved
ineffectual. Will not after-ages, then, decide that the Kansas
migration was purer and more unselfish, even, than that which
found its haven at Plymouth Rock? The old homes of Old
England were abandoned in obedience to the mandates of con-
science; the old homes of New England are deserted in vindica-
tion of the Christ-like principle of universal love. The pioneer
band who have planted their standard in the centre of the con-
federacy that they may redeem a continent to freedom shall
never find their laurels paling, even beside the glory.crowns of
those who first planted free institutions on its eastern slope.”

The country has properly, on all occasions and
in every way, conceded high honor to the brave
men who enlisted in the war for the Union; but
the Kansas emigrants, who volunteered to become
a barrier against the extension of slavery, enlisted
in an enterprise which at the time seemed more
hazardous than the war against secession. The
soldier had food, clothing, arms, transportation,
shelter, pay, and care in sickness provided by the
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Government. These emigrants provided all these
necessaries for themselves, at their own expense.
It seems marvellous even now that men could be
found so patriotic and resolute as to risk every-
thing for the cause of freedom. The public has
never yet done justice to these noblest specimens
of the human race. Mr. Whittier, in his * Emi-
grants’ Song,” says:

““We cross the prairies as of old

Our fathers crossed the sea;
To make the West, as they the East,

The homestead of the free.”

But there is a wide difference between these Kan-
sas emigrants and the Plymouth pilgrims. The
latter fled from oppression, and sought in the new
world “freedom to worship God.” The former mi-
grated to meet, to resist, and to destroy oppression,
in vindication of their principles. These were self-
sacrificing emigrants, the others were self-seeking.
Justice, though tardy in its work, will yet load
with the highest honors the memory of the heroic
Kansas pioneers who gave themselves and all they
had to the sacred cause of human rights.

This pioneer colony left Boston on the 17th of
July, 1854. Immense crowds had gathered at the
station to give them the parting godspeed and the
pledge of their future cordial care. They moved
out of the station amid the cheering crowds who
lined the track for several blocks. The fact of this
intense public interest impelled others to prepare
to join the colony, intending to go one month later.
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Such was the effect of the public enthusiasm—an
earnest, sufficient for the thoughtful, of certain suc-
cess in the future.

The emigrants remained in Worcester the first
night and received a suitable ovation. Several of
the leading citizens called upon them and applaud-
ed their patriotic devotion, pledging remembrance
and aid in any emergency. Two Worcester me-
chanics, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Mallory, here joined
the colony. ‘

The next day I took charge of the party, and
we were met in the evening at Albany by a good
number of the citizens, who welcomed us with
great cordiality. The next day we were cheered
at all the principal stations as we passed on our
westward journey, until we reached Rochester.
Here a very large crowd had gathered to welcome
and cheer the party. The president of the Monroe
County Bible Society made an address, and pre-
sented the colony with a large and clegant Bible;
so that Mr. Whittier’s poem, subsequently written,
was historically correct in saying:

‘“Upbearing, as the ark of old,
The Bible in our van.”

Much to our delight, Rochester furnished us two
recruits—a Dr. Doy, and a youth of great promise,
and afterwards of great performance, D. R. An-
thony. From that day forward to the end of the
great conflict, Mr. Anthony devoted himself with
tireless energy to the work of making Kansas free.
Ile is now living to witness and enjoy in wealth
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and honor the grand results of that great achieve-
ment. ,

On the evening of that day I put the little colony
on board the steamer Plymouth Rock, in Buffalo,
to cross the lake. I was obliged to return East to
begin the work of raising the second colony ; but
before taking leave of my charge, I wrote a letter
to Charles H. Branscomb, our agent in Kansas, who
was to meet this party in St. Louis. The letter
directed him to lead the colony up the valley of
the Kaw River, through the Shawnee reservation,
and locate them on the south side of the river, on
the first good town-site west of the Shawnees.
Mr. Branscomb, in accordance with my direction,
founded the celebrated city of Lawrence, subse-
quently the centre of the free-State power, and
now the seat of the State University, and of the
famous Indian school, the Haskell Institute.

During the entire journey from Worcester to
Buffalo I had been carefully considering where it
would be best to locate the first colony. It seemed
wise to plant the first town at such a distance from
the Missouri line that it could not be easily assailed
by hostile forces from that State without ample
notice to our people and some chance for prepara-
tions for defence. I therefore decided that our
town should be about fifty miles from Missouri.
I chose the valley of the Kaw as being in the cen-
tral portion of the Territory, and destined at an
early day to have railway communication with the
East. I chose the south bank of the Kaw, so that
the Platte Purchase of Missouri and the new town
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would have two wide rivers between them. These
were the main reasons for the specific directions in
my letter to Mr. Branscomb.

The history of the Kansas contest abundantly
justified the selection made. The following quo-
tation from Senator Wilson’s History gives a cor-
rect 1dea of the decisive work of the Emigrant Aid
Company :

‘“The Emigrant Aid Societies of New England, though free-
dom in Kansas was one object, had others which, with their
methods, were indicated by their name. Their purpose and
plan were to aid those who would procure lands and make for
themselves homes in the new Territory. They contemplated
only peaceful modes, though the emigrants themselves were of
course compelled to resort to such means of self-defence as the
‘ border-ruffian’ policy rendered imperative.

““The New England Emigrant Aid Society, the first and most
prominent of these free-State organizations, originated with Eli
Thayer, of Worcester, Massachusetts, a member of the Legislat-
ure of that State in 1854. Preparing a charter, he procured an
Act of Incorporation early in that year. Immediately on the ad-
journment of that body he entered upon the work, in which he
was greatly aided by Amos A. Lawrence and J. M. 8. Williams,
of Massachusetts, and John Carter Brown, of Rhode Island.
Success crowned his labors; the association was organized, and
on the 17th of July he started with a company of twenty-four
for that far-off land. As the successful working up of his plan
required his presence at the East, he accompanied them only as
far as Buffalo. . . .

““In August, another colony,and much larger, came. With
their New England outfit was a steam saw-mill. The new-com-
ers entered in earnest upon the work of making themselves a
home on that inviting spot, and soon their canvas tents gave
place to more substantial structures. Among the members of
the second company were Dr. Charles Robinson and Samuel C.
Pomeroy, the one becoming the first governor under the free-
State Constitution, and the latter subsequently a member of the
United States Senate.
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““This organized effort of free-State men, and the fact that
they had formed a settlement, and that the town of Lawrence
had actually taken form and name, produced a marked impres-
sion both North and South. At the North it kindled anew hopes
which the course of events had wellnigh extinguished. . . . Not
ounly did several additional colonies go from Massachusetts and
the other New England States, but similar colonies were formed
in the States of New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. To this
work Mr. Thayer devoted himself with tireless energy and un-
ceasing effort. Fully impressed with the idea that the free
States had the power to secure in this way freedom to the Ter-
ritories, he travelled sixty thousand miles, and made hundreds
of speeches enunciating these views, and calling upon the peo-
ple to join in this grand crusade.” *

* Wilson’s ‘‘ Rise and Fall of the Slave Power in America,”
vol. ii., p. 465.
4



- CHAPTER VL
THE IMPOTENCE OF THE ANTISLAVERY DISUNIONISTS.

Tae Puritans of the Mayflower were opposed to
slavery.

The first legislative assembly of white men in
New England made a law that “no bond slavery,
villeinage, or captivitie should ever exist in the
Massachusetts Colony.”

Slavery never had a legal existence in Massachu-
setts, as was proved in the Quirk Walker case in
Barre, Worcester County, during the Revolution-
ary War.

In 1787 the entire country was opposed to the
extension of slavery, and considered it a great evil.
The ordinance introduced by Thomas Jefferson in
1784 was passed in 1787 with but one dissenting
vote, given by a New York member. Though that
ordinance was -of no practical use—only an expres-
sion of opinion, or a manifesto—its existence upon
the statute-book served to show the hostility of the
people of this country to chattel slavery.

While the people of the Northern States were
nearly unanimous in their hatred of slavery, and
were anxious that the entire country should be res-
cued from its curse, they still regarded the destruc-
tion of the Government as a calamity infinitely
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greater. They watched the development of our
national progress, and hoped for a solution of the
question between the North and the South with-
out the loss of the Union. Patiently waiting, and
restraining all impulsive feelings, they were ready
for effective action whenever the proper time should
come.

Benjamin Lundy, however, was impatient of de-
lay, and earnestly devoted himself to the patriotic
work of hastening his country’s deliverance. Born
of Quaker parents, in the State of New Jersey, in
1789, he worked upon his father’s farm until nine-
teen years of age, when he wandered westward to
Wheeling, Virginia, where he learned by actual ob-
servation the curse of slavery to all connected with
it, both black and white. In 1815, when twenty-
six years of age, he organized an antislavery socie-
ty, by the name of the “ Union Iumane Society.”
The first meeting was held at his own house, and
consisted of less than a dozen persons. Within a
few months the membership was increased to sev-
eral hundred, and included many prominent men
in his own and adjoining counties. In 1816 he pub-
lished an ¢ Appeal to Philanthropists,” which con-
tained the germ of his future antislavery work.
After this he travelled much in the slave States,
and organized many antislavery societies in the
very home of slavery. At length he started a pa-
per called the Genius of Universal Emancipation.
During the summer of 1824 he travelled on foot
through the States of Virginia and North Carolina,
making addresses and forming antislavery socie-
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ties. In October of that year he reached Balti-
more, and there resumed at once the publication
of the Genius. He was highly esteemed and well
sustained in the slave States. Feeble in body and
far from robust in mind, he still had the heart of a
true philanthropist and the devotion of the early
Christian martyrs.

In the autumn of 1828 Lundy came to Massachu-
setts to form antislavery societies, to co-operate
with those which he had already established in the
slave States. He delivered an address in the Town-
hall in Worcester on the 20th of August, and the
two papers of the city comment upon it as follows:

“Mr. Lundy, from a long residence in the Southern States,
could speak from personal knowledge of the feelings of the peo-
ple there. A majority of them, and even of the slave-holders,
are desirous of abolishing the slave system as soon as it can be
done with prudence.”—Massachusetts Yeoman, August 23,1828,

The Spy of September 3d says:

‘‘In the slave States a great number, and probably a majority,
of the people are anxious to be freed from the evil of slavery as
soon as it can prudently be done.”

Lundy next went to Boston upon the same mis-
sion, and addressed a meeting of clergymen, urging
a friendly co-operation with the people of the South
in extinguishing slavery. That he produced a de-
cided effect upon his audience is proved by the fol-
lowing letter, written directly after the meeting,
by Rev. Dr. William E. Channing to Hon. Daniel
Webster :
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¢ BosTon, May 14,1828,

‘“ My pEAR Sir,—I wish to call your attention to a subject of
general interest.

“* A little while ago, Mr. Lundy, of Baltimore, the editor of a
paper called the Genius of Universal Emancipalion, visited this
part of the country to stir up the work of abolishing slavery at
the South, and the intention is to organize societies for this pur-
pose. I know few objects into which I should enter with more
zeal, but I am aware how cautiously exertions are to be made
for it in this part of the country. I know that our Southern
brethren interpret every word from this region on the subject of
slavery as an expression of hostility. I would ask if they can-
not be brought to understand us better, and if we can do any
good till we remove their misapprehensions? It scems to me
that before moving in this matter we ought to say to them dis-
tinctly, ¢ We consider slavery as your calamity, not your crime,
and we will share with you the burden of putting an end to it.
We will consent that the public lands shall be appropriated to
this object, or that the General Government shall be clothed with
power to apply a portion of the revenue to it.’

‘I throw out these suggestions merely to illustrate my views.
‘We must first let the Southern States see that we are their friends
in this affair; that we sympathize with them, and, from princi-
ples of patriotism and philanthropy, are willing to share the toil
and expense of abolishing slavery, or I fear our interference will
avail nothing. I am the more sensitive on this subject from my
increased solicitude for the preservation of the Union. I know
no public interest so important ag this. I ask from the General
Government hardly any other boon than that it will hold us to-
gether, and preserve pacific relations and intercourse between
the States. Ideprecate everything which sows discord and exas-
perates sectional animosities. If it will simply keep us at peace,
and will maintain in full power the national courts for the pur-
pose of settling quietly among citizens of different States questions
which might otherwise be settled by arms, I shall be satisfied.

““My fear in regard to our efforts against slavery is that we
shall make the cause worse by rousing a sectional pride and pas-
sion for its support, and that we shall break the country into
two great parties, which may shake the foundations of the
Government.
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‘I have written to you because your situation gives you ad-
vantages which perhaps no other man enjoys for understanding
the method, if any can be devised, by which we may operate
beneficially and safely in regard to slavery. Appeals will prob-
ably be made soon to the people here, and I wish that wise men
would save us from the rashness of enthusiasts, and from the
perils to which our very virtues expose us.

‘¢« With great respect, your friend,

*““WiLLiaM E. CHANNING.
““Hon. DANIEL WEBSTER.”

But unfortunately, Lundy, while in Boston, hap-
pened to board in the same house with a young
printer by the name of William Lloyd Garrison.
This youth had formed no definite ideas upon the
subject of slavery, but under the tuition of Lundy
became a convert to antislavery, and accompanied
him to Baltimore to assist in publishing his paper.
This journal was sustained mainly by subscribers
and advertisers in the slave States, where he had
been doing his quiet but effective antislavery work.

As soon, however, as Garrison began to write for
the paper a fierce hostility was aroused among the
slave-holders. George Alfred Townsend, in a letter
to the Boston Globe, calls these disunionists “the
snorting Abolitionists,” and describes the result of
Garrison’s connection with Lundy as follows:

‘““When Garrison went to Baltimore City, about 1829, to join
Benjamin Lundy in the publication of an emancipation newspa-
per, there were some three hundred societies in the slave States,
bottomed upon a moral dissatisfaction with the institution of
slavery. _

““ When Mr. Garrison got to Baltimore he changed the meth-
ods of Mr. Lundy, who was a Quakerly sort of person, and began
to attack individuals as if they were personally responsible for
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the status of slavery. 8o in a little while there were personal
inquisitors, and all the work which Lundy had done dissolved.”

It is much to be deplored that at this time, when
there was a friendly feeling between the North and
the South, and a disposition to co-operate in getting
rid of slavery, that the work begun by Lundy and
approved by Dr. Channing should have been arrest-
ed and destroyed. The gradual extinction of sla-
very could then have been made certain by well-
directed efforts of men so earnest and patriotic.
Such a chance for relief was never again presented.

After Garrison began to issue his vituperative
fulminations in Lundy’s paper, the South became
imbittered against all antislavery men, however
moderate. Then in a few years the slave-holders,
under the guidance of Calhoun, were united for the
purpose of not only protecting their legal rights,
but of extending slavery until it should become the
controlling political power of the country. This
union of the slave-holders accomplished in a few
years the political supremacy of slavery, and sub-
jected to its undisputed control every department
of the National Government.

In this way Garrison, discarding the mild and
quiet methods of Lundy, began to denounce the
slave-holders as pirates, thieves, and robbers. He
was thereupon prosecuted, fined, and imprisoned.
After he had lain in jail forty-nine days, Arthur
Tappan, of New York City, sent the money which
secured his liberation. But he had already de-
stroyed poor Lundy. He had not only captivated
but captured him. He had instilled into the mind
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of the just and peaceful Quaker a part of his own
virulence and love of anarchy.

So, in 1837, John Quincy Adams says: “Lundy
and the Abolitionists generally are constantly
urging me to indiscreet movements, which would
ruin me and weaken and not strengthen their
cause.”

From the day of Garrison’s connection with
Lundy the latter’s success in the antislavery cause
began to decline, and after a few years his sub-
scribers had all left him, and all the antislavery
societies which he had formed in the slave States
had been disbanded. He then went to Philadel-
phia and started another paper, but he failed to
prosper. Misfortune followed misfortune, until in
a few years, overwhelmed by poverty and disap-
pointment, and exhausted by his ardent but inef-
fectual work for freedom, he departed from life.*

It has been unwisely said that Lundy served to
keep the antislavery torch burning, until Garrison
could take it from his hand and bear it onward.
Before Lundy’s death, his torch of antislavery had
been extinguished, and was never borne by Garri-
son, its extinguisher, or any one, thereafter. The
latter-day fanatics had no wish for torches to light
their path; they wanted only the missiles and
weapons of anarchy. Such methods cannot with
any reason be called a continuation of Lundy’s
work. His work was destroyed, not continued.

* Earle's *“ Life of Benjamin Lundy.” Greeley’s ‘‘ Great Amer-
ican Conflict.”
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After his liberation from prison, Garrison wan-
dered about for several months, smarting under
the indignities and penalties which his disregard of
law had brought upon him. From.that time he
vowed vengeance against slave-holders, and was
planning methods to make his vengeance keenly
felt. At length he reached Boston, and started the
Liberator—the arsenal in which he was to manu-
facture and store his vengeful missiles. In its first
number he employed the same vituperative and
mandatory style which for thirty years character-
ized that disloyal and vindictive sheet. He said:

‘A greater revolution in public sentiment is to be effected in
the free States, particularly in New England, than at the South.
. . . Let Southern oppressors tremble! Let their Northern apol-
ogists tremble! . . . On this subject I do not wish to speak or
write with moderation.”

Samuel Eliot, in his “History of the United
States,” page 369, gives an accurate account of the
early antislavery movement, and its obstruction
by Garrison, as follows:

““In the history of the movement against slavery in the United
States, two periods are easily observed, The first is from the
beginning of the Government to 1831, during which antislavery
meant opposition to an evil from which all parts of the country
were suffering, and to the relief of which all must contribute.
Slavery was to be removed gradually, and with compensation to
the owners of slaves who might be emancipated. As a general
rule, societies were the instruments to be employed in bringing
about the desired results, the subject being too delicate or too
vast, or both, for individual action. All this changes in the sec-
ond period, from 1831 forward. Slavery is the sin for which
those only who tolerate it are to pay the penalty; it is to be wiped

4%



82 THE KANSAS CRUSADE.

out at once, and without compensating those who have upheld
it; and as its abolition is to be effected only at great risks and in
defiance of powerful traditions, it must be the work of individ-
uals, who, though combined in associations, are mostly engaged
in individual action. It was a natural consequence of this con-
trast that while the South co-operated in antislavery movements
before 1831 it set itself against them afterwards. Of 144 anti-
slavery societies in 1826, 106 were Southern. Of the compara-
tively few ten years later, all were Northern. ... ‘The grand
rallying - point,” according to Garrison and his associates, was
the repeal of the Union. Other repeals were proposed; that of
the pulpit, which had not thundered as it ought against slavery;
that of the churches, which had not forced their pulpits to thun-
der. These passionate demands threw back Abolitionism, instead
of advancing it. Men willing to act against slavery were not
willing to act against their country or their church, and instead
of becoming Abolitionists they became anti-Abolitionists. An-
other party would have to be formed to take the lead, and this
could not be done in a day.”

To accomplish the grand results laid down in
their programme, the Garrisonites proposed to
make use of “moral influence only.” The hypoc-
risy of this pretence is admirably shown in volume
four of Schouler’s History, page 216, as follows:

“They had deluged the South with incendiary pamphlets,
whose tendency, whether they so meant it or not, was to excite
the slaves to rise against their masters. This latter appeal to
terrorism was the device of the American Antislavery Society,
which set aside a large sum of money to circulate gratuitously
their seditious writings where it was death to distribute them
openly. Tracts and periodicals printed expressly for this pur-
pose, with pictures even more inflammatory than the text they
illustrated—the master with scourge in his hand and his victim
at his feet—were struck off by the thousand, some printed on
cheap muslin handkerchiefs, and deposited in the mail for the
South. The best antislavery statesmen, such as Adams, have
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believed that the purpose was incendiary; and though agitators
denied that they intended more than to reach the conscience of
Southern legislators, this denial was not accepted; denying that
they sent such documents to the slaves, they tacitly confessed
mailing them to free blacks. The grave charge, never explicitly
denied by them, that this was an experiment to terrify the mas-
ters by kindling a new insurrection among the blacks, was made
and reiterated by our whole people, and the Abolitionists were
deterred from trying such methods again.”

Had these incendiaries been successful in their
attempts to incite a servile war, they would have
inflicted a much greater wrong upon the slaves than
upon their masters. They appear, however, to have
desired to demonstrate with characteristic logic
their love for the African by making him a mur-
derer.

. If their gusty fury had only possessed cyclonic
power, they would have wrecked the Government,
abolished the pulpit and the church, and shattered
into fragments the civilization of this continent.

It has been wisely provided that infants are not
Samsons.

Roosevelt, in his “Life of Benton,” page 159,
says:

‘“ The antislavery outburst in the Northern States over the ad-
mission of Missouri took place a dozen years before there was an
Abolition society in existence, and the influence of the profes-
sional Abolitionists upon the growth of the antislavery sen-
timent as often as not merely warped it and twisted it out of
proper shape—as when they adopted disunion views, although

it was self-evident that by no possibility could slavery be abol-
ished unless the Union was preserved.”

The natural hostility to slavery which had al-
ways characterized the North was aggravated from
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time to time by some new aggression of the Slave
Power. The increased antislavery zeal thus secured
was invariably claimed by Garrison and his friends
as the result of their own agitation. Nothing could
be further from the truth. Sensible men of all
parties and of all religious beliefs were unanimous
in the expression that these agitators had much re-
tarded the development and effectiveness of the
practical antislavery sentiment of. the country.
There are numerous and illustrious examples of
such opinions, some of which are here presented ;
first, extracts from a sermon preached in Hartford
in 1839 by Rev. Dr. Horace Bushnell, as follows:

I turn, on the other hand, to our antislavery brethren, and
say, do not regard yourselves too hastily as the beginning of a
movement for liberty, or assume too much consequence to your-
selves in the organization you have raised up. Neither conclude
too hastily that what you are doing is a real advantage. The
destruction of slavery will be accomplished, either with you or
without you; or, if you make it necessary, in spite of you.
There is a law in the case above you and above us all. The
river has been in motion for ages, with a deep, strong, broad-
sweeping current. You may disturb the clearness of its waters,
you may pump off some of it into by-trenches and ponds, but
still it will flow on in its predestined course, in the power and
undiverted majesty of Him who bids it flow. . . .

‘“ Instead of beginning in the proper way, your first movement
here at the North was a rank onset and explosion. . . .

*“ The first sin of this organization was a sin of ill-manners.
They did not go to work like Christian gentlemen. They went
to work much as if they were going to drive the masters as they
do their negroes. The great convention which met at Philadel-
phia drew up a declaration of their sentiments, in which they
visibly affected the style and tone of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. . . . And yet it is coupled with a sort of effect; I
hardly know whether to call it sad or ludicrous when you figure
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to yourselves a body of men gathered in solemn convention at
Philadelphia, and declaring independence, as it were, for slavery!
—an act exactly fitted to alienate every friend they had or could
have had at the South, and shut his lips forever; an act by
which they wilfully and boorishly cast off the whole South from
them, and kindled against themselves a flame of madness so hot
as to exclude all approach, and create an embargo against all
their arguments. . . .

‘“There is no probability that we shall ever join with you.
And do not think that it is mere ignorance which at present
keeps us from doing it. I believe that I have watched your
movement and known it as well as most of you have done your-
selves; but never for a moment have I been impressed with any
feeling of obligation except the obligation not to unite with your
societies. I never could have done it without a violation of my
conscience and better judgment. . . . New England still is, at
bottom, thoroughly opposed to slavery. And though it may
seem strange to you, I will affirm without scruple that liberty in
every form, and not least in the abolition of slavery, is a popular
doctrine. Our fathers and all our statesmen of the old type
were Abolitionists. Could you ask a stronger evidence than that
they abolished slavery themselves? . . .

““There is in New England a deep and settled opposition to
slavery, and nothing is wanting but to let it forth. Your soci-
ety is now the greatest obstacle to its manifestation. . .. But
how is this? you inquire; have not we ourselves called out res-
olutions on this subject in the Legislatures of Vermont, Massa-
chusetts, and Connecticut? You are in danger, I reply, of taking
more to yourselves in this matter than you ought. You know
very well that these Legislatures do not regard you or your
measures, as a society, with favor. They deprecate your course,
they disclaim all fellowship with you in the very act of voting.
When you understand this, you may readily guess that it is not
your society which, all at once, has made them friends of liberty.
They speak not with your voice, but with the ancient spirit of
New England; they move not in your line, but in their own,
with a hearty repugnance to your alliance. . . .

““ And now I think I am right in saying that the ministry of
New England, together with the better class of public men gen-
erally, are ready to take their stand practically and soberly for
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the abolition of slavery. Our Legislatures, you perceive, are
willing to vote opinions which look that way. But mark, while
this is true, there is no disposition manifested to fall into your
strain of action or to become identified with the odium unneces-
sarily attracted by your movement. They would fecl, in fact,
that an identification with your society would be only throwing
themselves into the worst possible position for acting with ef-
fect. . ..

“If you wish to put a man of real weight quite out of the
way, to hide him, or make his name a cipher as regards this
question, you need only put him into an antislavery association.
He will lie there sweltering under the heated mass of numbers,
like the giant under /Etna, and by men as little felt or regarded.”

Not less forcible than the above views of Dr.
Bushnell are the following criticisms of Dr. Will-
iam E. Channing. No one can accuse either of
these loyal, patriotic, and eminent divines of preju-
dice or of undue severity.

““The Abolitionists have done wrong, I believe; nor is their
wrong to be winked at, because done fanatically or with good
intention; for how much mischief may be wrought by good de-
sign? They have fallen into the common error of enthusiasts,
that of taking too narrow views, of feeling that no evil existed
but that which they opposed, and as if no guilt could be com-
pared with that of countenancing or upholding it. The tone of
their newspapers, as far as I have seen them, has often been
fierce, bitter, exasperating. . . . One of their errors has been the
adoption of ‘ Immediate Emancipation’ as their motto. To this
they owe not alittle of their unpopularity. . . . Another objection
to their movement is that they have sought to accomplish their
objects by a system of agitation; that is, by a system of affiliated
societies, gathered and held together and extended by passionate
eloquence. . . . The adoption of the common system of agitation
by the Abolitionists has not been justified by success. From the
beginning it created alarin in the considerate, and strengthened
the sympathies of the free States with the slave-holder. It made
converts of a few individuals, but alienated multitudes. Its in-
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fluence at the South has been almost wholly evil. It has stirred
up bitter passions and a fierce fanaticism which have shut every
ear and every Leart against its arguments and persuasions.
These effects are more to be deplored, because the hope of free-
dom to the slave lies chiefly in the disposition of his master.
The Abolitionist proposed, indeed, to convert the slave-holders;
and for this end hLe approached them with vituperation and ex-
hausted on them the vocabulary of reproach. And he has reaped
as he sowed. . . . Thus, with good purposes, nothing secems to
have been gained. Perhaps (though I am anxious to repel the
thought) something has been lost to the cause of freedom and
humanity. . . .

*“There is a great dread in this part of the country that the
union of the States may be dissolved by the conflict about slavery.
To avert this evil every sacrifice should be made but that of
honor, freedom, and principle. No one prizes the Union more
than myself. Perhaps I may say that I am attached to it by no
common love. Most men value the Union as a Means; to me it
is an End. Most would preserve it for the prosperity of which
it is the instrument; I love and would preserve it for its own
sake.”

One very great error in the methods of these Ab-
olitionists was the constant effort to stimulate feel-
ing upon the slavery question without suggesting
any practical action. In all their annual, semi-an-
nual, and quarterly conventions, as well as in their
numerous antislavery bazaars, the most fiery, furi-
ous, and passionate of their orators pictured blood-
hounds, auction - blocks, manacles, and whipping-
posts. Tears and wailing were the result. The
only action they proposed was utterly impossi-
ble: the destruction of the Government, the over-
throw of the Constitution, the dissolution of the
Union, and the abolition of the pulpit and the
church. All this intensely stimulated feeling, cut
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off from action, resulted in inability to act. That
such would be the inevitable result, they might
have learned from any sound work on mental and
moral philosophy. But disregarding every admo-
nition, whether of science or experience, they al-
lowed their sentimental intoxication to develop
into emotional insanity or chronic monomania.
They could see but one sin in all the world, and
that was slavery. This they would abolish imme-
diately, with no care for ruinous results. Their
“plausible rascality,” without one glimmer of
statesmanship, or one impulse of patriotism, was
ever in harmony with disunion and anarchy. Their
morbid fancy had devoured their strength.

‘“And like the bat of Indian brakes,
Her pinions fan the wound she makes;
And soothing thus the dreamer’s pains,
She drinks the life-blood from bhis veins.”

As a substitute for action, however, they passed
resolutions. In this industry they excelled, by far,
all other people whether sccular or religious. There
was a race of prehistoric men whom ethnologists
call the “ Mound-builders.” The best descriptive
term for the Garrison Abolitionists would be the
“resolution-builders.” They never came any nearer
to the attainment of an object than to pass a reso-
lution about it, and have it recorded in the Ziber-
ator, the birthplace and sepulchre of all their hopes,
purposes, and aspirations.

When there were twenty thousand people in
Kansas, Mr. Garrison said, “ Among all the people
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who have emigrated to that country there is
scarcely one Abolitionist.” Very true, and very
fortunate that it was true. I knew of several
young men who joined our colonies after having
wasted all their energies in sighing and weeping
for “the poor slave;” but they all returned before
reaching the Territory. After a few months’ ex-
perience in raising colonies I advised all these
tearful specimens to stay at home. The best and
most trustworthy emigrants in the cause of free
Kansas were of the old Whig and Democratic par-
ties. They hated slavery as much as any one, but
they had not exhausted their strength in deploring
the “great sin of slavery.” They knew it was a
great curse to the country, and were desirous of
ending it, if it could be done according to law and
without the loss of the Union. They used but few
words, but they meant all they said. They went
to Kansas to make a free State, and they made it.

But how the Abolitionists of the Garrison school
denounced them, when at the convention at Big
Springs in 1855 they voted unanimously that when
Kansas should become a State there should be no
negroes in it, either slave or free! At the next free-
State convention, held in Lawrence, they voted
the same way. Again at Topeka they repeated
what they had twice affirmed. Of course no Abo-
litionist could have domne this, neither could any
Liberty party man; hardly any Free-soiler. DBut
it was policy at that time to vote as they did.
There were many people from the South there.
They were poor, and had never owned slaves; but
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their prejudice against free negroes was much
greater than against slavery. If there were to be
no free negroes in Kansas, they were free-State
men ; if there were to be free negroes there, they
were slave-State men. By this policy of our dis-
creet pioneers from the North—members of the
Whig and Democratic parties—more than half of
the settlers in Kansas from the slave States became
free-State men, and in unison with our own emi-
grants from the free States.

In my sixty thousand miles of travel in raising
Kansas colonies I was never rebuked for my meth-
ods and arguments but once, and that opposition
occurred in Montpelier, Vermont. I had addressed
a very large audience in the largest hall in the place
for two hours. I had dwelt upon the bad economy
of slavery, and recommended to such in the meet-
ing as might go to Kansas to make friends of the
poor whites who came there from the South, and
to show them, from the United States census, how
much more their quarter sections would be worth
in a free State than they would be in a slave State;
also what a difference there would be in educa-
tional advantages, in the mechanic arts, and in all
that civilized man esteems valuable. You, I said,
like our colonists now there, are to be the mission-
aries of free labor, and are to build up the noblest
of all our free States in the very centre of the re-
public.

I had just concluded when a venerable man of
seventy years or more arose in the audience, and
said :
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T have listened with deep humiliation—yes, I may say with
extreme mortification, to the arguments of Mr. Thayer, in favor
of making Kansas a free State. The methods which he uses
and which he urges his emigrants to adopt are exceedingly re-
pulsive to me. He has told us how he makes his emigrants mis-
sionaries of freedom. I consider them missionaries of mammon.
They are to show the Southerners that it will pay better to es-
tablish freedom in Kansas. I protest against lowering our glori-
ous standard of Liberty to such base expedients. I would a
thousand times prefer that Kansas should be a slave State rather
than be a free State for any other reason than this, that slavery
is a sin against God.”

The unhappy man seemed to have no supporters
in the meeting, for no one applauded and many
hissed. After a few minutes they called for me. I
simply said that I should enter into no controver-
sy with the venerable gentleman who had spoken,
since it would be a very unfair encounter, as the an-
dience seemed to favor me and oppose him. But I
still adhered to my methods, and would prefer to
see Kansas a free State for the worst reasons, rath-
er than a slave State for the best reasons.

The professed Garrisonites were not the only
writers and speakers who strove to intensify feel-
ing against slavery, without even suggesting any
practical action. All such writers and speakers did
great harm. A boy or girl who weeps over the
misery described in a dime novel is very much
weakened for all really charitable work. Hence
hundreds of writers, both of prose and poetry,
weakened the "effective antislavery work of the
country, and destroyed to a great extent vigorous
manhood by stimulating feelings which had noth-
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ing to do but to corrode and destroy their own ten-
ements. The trustworthy and effective men in the
great pivotal contest against slavery upon the prai-
ries of Kansas were those who had not worn them-
selves out in direful apprehensions or wasted their
strength in exhausting pity. They never had said,
“Slavery has always had its own way, and always
will have it.” They believed that God had made
freedom stronger than slavery, and that now, since
politicians had nothing more to do with this mat-
ter, it was wise for the people to make an honest
and exhaustive test of the comparative strength of
these two forces in Kansas. DBefore the organized
movement of such men, slavery was like a cripple
assailed by Briareus with his hundred arms.

It was my custom in all my addresses to dwell
upon the inherent and irresistible power of free la-
bor, and to predict its speedy triumph. This confi-
dence begat enthusiasm, and the people responded
in large and eager audiences. They were much
more interested in the physical advantages of free-
dom than in the moral deformity of slavery.

From what has already been said, the thoughtful
reader will readily understand how these disunion-
ists were prepared by their training to despise all
practical men and all feasible measures. It was
one of their foibles to assume that they had “ pre-
empted ” the slavery question, and that nobody else
had any business with it. Hence, when the Emigrant
Aid Company was organized and put into successful
operation, they tried by speeches and writing, by
ridicule and argument, to make its work abortive.
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It was great good-fortune, however, for the cause
of freedom in Kansas that this class of men opposed
it. Had they favored it, all the prospects of its
success would have been destroyed at the outset.
Very few people could have been induced to work
with them under any circumstances. Had they
advocated slavery for as many years as they advo-
cated disunion, and with the same blind intensity
and malignity, they might have crippled even that
robust institution. From their very natures they
could not be coworkers with the people in any
cause. They were malignant spirits, at war with

“everybody.

They are well described by Schouler, in his last

work, as follows:

““They were not actors in affairs, but agitators, critics, come-
outers, coiners of cutting epithets, who scourged men in public
station with as little mercy as ever the slave-driver did his vic-
tim, less pleased that their work was being done than displeased
because it was not done faster. Their political blunders widened
the breach between the North and the South, and their constant
instigation was to throttle that law which was the breath of our
being—to trample down the Union, rather than convert, con-
strain, or conquer slavery behind the shield of the Constitution.
This was because of their fanaticism. Not one leader of this
school ever took a responsible part in affairs, or co-operated in
lawful and practical measures for promoting the reform they
caressed in their preaching.”



CHAPTER VIL

THE ABOLITIONISTS AND THE PLAN OF FREEDOM.

For several years past it has been the practice
of many thoughtless and sentimental speakers and
writers to extol Garrison and Phillips for work
which they had no hand in doing. In paroxysms
of grotesque eulogy rivalling the wildest utterances
of the ancient pythoness at Delphi, these Will-o’-
the-wisp luminaries dazzle, confound, and mislead
the people, their own heated imaginations supply-
ing fancies instead of facts.

The repeated confessions of these disunionists
that they had achieved no success is reinforced by
the most authoritative testimony of eminent states-
men and journalists. The Kansas contest was
caused by the new methods of migration, under
the guiding and protecting power of a strong com-
pany adapted to this special work. This company
was in favor of law and the Union. For that rea-
son it was naturally hated by the disunionists, but
especially because it had determined to overthrow
slavery in its own way and by its own methods,
without even asking their advice or co-operation.

‘While the Emigrant Aid Company was by its
operations creating a well-founded alarm in the
Southern States, and was receiving the commenda-
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tion and gratitude of every true lover of freedom
for the practical results it had accomplished, let us
see how it was regarded by that peculiar clique.
At the time of the repeal of the Missouri Compro-
mise, and the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill,
these men had been absolutely silent; and in the
period of gloom and despair at the North that fol-
lowed that iniquity, they had no words either of
counsel, of encouragement, or of commiseration to
offer. No sooner, however, was a feasible plan of
retrieving the disaster set forth, than Mr. Garrison
and his associates opened their batteries of vituper-
ation upon it and its authors, as they had always
assailed every feasible measure, and everybody who
proposed to do something for the cause of freedom ;
and as they continued to assail everybody and ev-
erything except disunion, until, in spite of them and
without their aid, the great object was achieved.
Then they and their admirers turned about and
coolly said, “ We did all this ourselves!” The pres-
ent generation has, in consequence of the persistent
clack and endless scribbling of that class, come to
believe that Mr. Garrison was the Alpha and Ome-
ga of the antislavery struggle, and that he and his
small party of followers were the leaders and direct-
ors of the great movement that brought about the
overthrow of slavery. These men and women have
never exhibited any diffidence or modesty in sound-
ing their own praises. They formed a mutual ad-
miration society possessed by an unusual malignity
towards those who did not belong to it; yet, not
content with fighting the outside world, they fre-
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. quently snarled and quarrelled among themselves,
and attempted to destroy each other. The perse-
cution they endured was not on account of the
antislavery principles they maintained. It was their
abusive and insulting manner, and particularly their
offensive obtrusion of the unpopular and unpatriotic
doctrines of secession and disunion upon every occa-
sion, that principally excited the passions of the mob.

In fact, the little company of Abolitionists had
come to be despised at the North, and they were
neglected and shunned by the better element for
the reasons above given. Almost invariably, in
presenting my plan of emigration, the question
would come, Has Garrison anything to do with
this? Is there any taint of Abolitionism in it? I
had to assure my hearers that it was entirely free
from that objectionable element. However, as Mr.
Garrison and his friends have been clevated into
such a prominent position, and as an cxaggerated
and distorted idea of their services largely prevails,
some even believing that they aided in the saving
of Kansas, it is proper for me to show here in what
manner they viewed an undertaking which had for
its object the extermination of slavery by peace-
ful, lawful, and practical methods, and how they
treated those who honestly and earnestly gave to
it their support. The following extracts and quo-
tations will show their kind of wisdom and power
of prophecy :

In the Massachusetts A. A. S. Convention (May,
1854), Ilenry C. Wright offered the following reso-
lution, which was passed :
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‘“That should the Government succeed in its present plan to
abolish the Missouri Compromise, and to throw open all the vast
public domain to slavery and the slave-trade, we consider that
the time has fully come for the people to practically assert the
right of revolution.”

Here, in 1854, before the passage of the Kansas-
Nebraska Bill, we have a very striking specimen of
what John Quincy Adams called “the plausible
rascality of Garrison and the Non-resistant Aboli-
tionists.” Years before, they were using what they
called “moral suasion,” to secure the dissolution of
the Union. They had said that their appeals were
to the “moral sense” of the free States. Instead
of approval, our people, almost without exception,
gave to such appeals extreme opposition and bitter
denunciation. Now, however, since these appeals
had proved a complete failure, the disunionists were
ready to proclaim open war against the Govern-
ment.

Between these two methods there was little room
for choice. Either would have secured the perma-
nent triumph of the Slave Power, and the utter
humiliation and subserviency of the North for an
indefinite period. We are well able to judge, since
the war, whether the General Government had
power to coerce a State and maintain its own au-
thority. Both of these proposed methods illustrate
the statesmanship of the disunionists, who never
saw any public question in its true light, and who
never advocated any course of action which would
not have utterly wrecked all the interests of freedom.

In defiance, however, of the “ revolution ” threat-

5
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ened by a “ handful of despised Abolitionists,” con-
sisting, as Samuel Bowles said, of “indiscreet men
and unsexed women,” the Kansas-Nebraska Bill,
having passed both House and Senate, was signed
by the President, and became a law on the 30th of
May, 1854. The charter of the Emigrant Aid Com-
pany, which contained the germ of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation, had been granted by the Massa-
chusetts Legislature, and signed by the Governor
more than a month earlier.

Without waiting for this legislative action I had
begun the work of raising the first Kansas colony
as early as the 1st of April; but on account of the
general gloom and despondency, had made but lit-
tle progress. Though that colony was a very small
one, numbering only twenty-nine, it required more
work to secure it than was expended on any half-
dozen subsequent Kansas companies. My long and
earnest efforts in New York and Massachusetts
were rewarded with this apparently insignificant .
result. But however feeble in appearance was this
beginning, it was the first organized physical resist-
ance to the power of slavery that this country had
ever seen. It was the beginning of the end of that
combination which had ruled us with a rod of iron
for more than a third of a century.

The obstacles in the way of the success of this
“new science of emigration” were many and great.
First: there was the apathy, gloom, and despair con-
sequent upon the invariable victory of slavery and
defeat of freedom in our national legislative halls
for at least thirty-five years.
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Then again it was argued that we would have
no chance of success in the contest of emigration
proposed, since we were so far from the field of ac-
tion, while the slave-holders were in great numbers
on the very border of Kansas.

In addition to these difficulties, which seemed to
many insurmountable, there was the terrible fact
that all the departments of the Government were
in the hands of our enemies. This was indeed a
great calamity, and made our work difficult and
hazardous. It was a source of great doubt and per-
plexity among those who were ardently devoted to
the free-State cause, and was often urged as an un-
answerable argument against the possibility of its
ultimate triumph.

It was expected that the President would appoint
pro-slavery officers for both Territories, and that all
the power of the Government would be used, either
openly or secretly, to injure the free-State cause,
and to sustain slavery.

The Northern people had not yet understood
how much mightier they themselves were than
Presidents, Congresses, and Cabinets. This great
fact they were rapidly learning, and soon became
quite indifferent about what the powers at Wash-
ington might do, or fail to do.

Such were the arguments of loyal and patmotlc
citizens, who were desirous of our success, and who
were later among the most active supporters of the
Emigrant Aid Company. When the great work of
inspiring faith and hope in hearts where only gloom
and despair had dwelt had once reached these ob-
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jectors, they joined in the grand crusade, and either
went to Kansas themselves or stimulated and aid-
ed others to go.

But there was another class, professing intense
hostility to slavery, who exerted all their power
to prevent our success; I mean the Garrison dis-
unionists, whose “eternal whine” had afflicted the
country for a quarter of a century, and by utterly
disgusting all practical patriots, and all political
parties, had retarded antislavery work, and to a
great extent suppressed all practical antislavery
sentiment. These desired that Kansas should be a
slave State; and said that if it could be made a
free State (which they claimed was impossible) “ the
result would be a great injury to true antislavery,
because it would quiet the Northern conscience
with an apparent triumph.”

Here are two samples of this “eternal whine.”

Annual statement adopted at the May conven-
tion of the A. A. S., Massachusetts, 1856 :

‘“Yet we cannot conceal it from ourselves that the too proba-
ble result will be, if Kansas be secured to freedom, that the vile
American spirit of compromise will take possession of its coun-
sels, control its internal affairs, and govern its intercourse with
the neighboring slave States; while, as a still more lamentable
consequence, apathy will settle upon the whole Northern mind,
satisfied with their seeming victory, but the end of which will
be only to invite fresh insults and aggressions from the South-
ern despotism. No! there is no safety as there is no honor and
no right in our union with men-stealers. No advantage gained
while in that fatal fellowship can be of any value.”

The following, in the same strain as the above,
is an extract from a sermon of Rev. T. W. Higgin-
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son, preached in Worcester, in June, 1854, and re-
corded in the ZLiberator of June 16th:

‘“ Here, for instance, is the Nebraska Emigration Society: it is,
_indeed, a noble enterprise, and I am proud that it owes its ori-
gin to a Worcester man ; but where is the good of emigrating to
Nebraska, if Nebraska is to be only a transplanted Massachu-
setts, and the original Massachusetts has been tried and found
wanting? Will the stream rise higher than its source? Settle
your Nebraska ten years, and you will have your New England
harvest of corn and grain more luxuriant in that virgin soil. Ah!
but will not the other Massachusetts crop come also, of political
demagogues and wire-pullers, and a sectarian religion, which
will insure the passage of the greatest hypocrite to heaven, if he
will join the right church before he goes? And give the emi-
grants twenty years more of prosperity, and then ask them, if
you dare, to break the law, and disturb order, and risk life,
merely to save their State from the shame that has just blighted
Massachusetts.”

In reply to these sentimental puerilities let us
first examine the argument of the ¢statement,”
and then that of the sermon. The above “state-
ment” was adopted in 1856, after it had become
apparent to all intelligent observers that the con-
test in Kansas was to be decided in favor of free-
dom, if the same agency which had directed the
free-State cause up to that time should continue to
act. The Garrisonites in the above “statement”
make two points against the free State:

1st. It will be a compromising State.

Of course this means, as they had often said, that
such a State was worse than a slave State. If Kan-
sas had been left to the tender mercies of the border
ruffians, as it would have been without the action
of the Emigrant Aid Company, there would have
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been (so they believed) an important accession to
the disunionists of the North—a number of new
subscribers for the Liberator, more patrons of all
the antislavery bazaars, increased attendance upon
the annual, semi-annual, and quarterly disunion con-
ventions; altogether constituting a pledge of pro-
gressive anarchy and of ultimate disunion. To
make Kansas a free State was the ruin of all these
hopes and aspirations.

2d. ¢ Apathy will settle upon the whole North-
ern mind, satisfied with their seeming victory.”

In plain English they meant this: “If Kansas
should be made a free State everybody will say
that we, the disunionists, are false prophets, for we
have said a thousand times that this result could
not be attained. People will then desert our stand-
ard instead of flocking to sustain it. More than
ever the North will adhere to the Union; for her
political power will be assured for all coming time.
To this consummation we can never assent. No
union with man-stealers! No fellowship with them
can be of any value.” This was the a prior: argu-
ment and prophecy. Has the result vindicated
their judgment and foresight? Just as much as
these qualities were vindicated by anything they
ever said or did in their entire history. No people
ever had more practice in prophesying than they ;
but practice brought neither perfection nor profi-
ciency.

This sermon of Rev. T. W. Higginson was pub-
lished in the ZLiberator thirty-one days before our
first colony left Boston for Kansas. It must be
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plain to the intelligent reader that its purpose was
to prevent our organized emigration to that Terri-
tory. “Where is the good,” says the reverend
preacher, “of emigrating to Nebraska if Nebraska
is to be a transplanted Massachusetts, and the orig-
inal Massachusetts has been tried and found want-
ing? Was this encouraging talk to the young men
who were at that very time proposing to join the
colony then forming?

The argument of the reverend gentleman is this:
The best it is possible for you to do is to make an-
other State which will be as bad as Massachusetts
is, and therefore you had better do nothing at all.
“The stream cannot rise higher than its source;”
therefore let Kansas alone. Should you succeed in
making her free, you will find that in thirty years
her people will be patriotic and law-abiding in pol-
itics, and sectarian in religion. To an anarchist
and come-outer these were insuperable reasons why
Kansas should be left to the Blue Lodges of Mis-
souri.

If made a slave State, the fact might help to fire
the Northern heart against the Union and make it
more easy for disunionists to trinmph. These are
fair and just inferences, made without prejudice,
and warranted by the argument of the sermon and
the associations of the preacher. °

In the Ziberator of February 16, 1855, is a letter
from its correspondent, C. Stearns, dated Lawrence,
Kansas, January 20, 1855, in which we find this:

It is true we denounce the Emigrant Aid Company, because
we believe it to be a great hinderance to the cause of freedom,and
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a mighty curse to the Territory; but we are the only ones who
bave taken a decided ground on the antislavery question. I
have never heard of the Lawrence Association ever passing any
antislavery resolutions.

*“ Another point of importance is, that this association, with
Robinson at its head, advocates brute force in opposing the Mis-
sourians. Said Mr. R. to the marshal, in reference to some Mis-
sourians arrested for threatening the Yankees, ‘If they fire, do
you make them bite the dust, and I will find coffins.””

In a letter one month later, published in the Zzb-
erator of the 16th of March, 1855, the same corre-
spondent says:

““Do not advise people to emigrate here in companies. Let

them come very few at a time. This sending large companies
is a very foolish business for many reasons.”

In the above extracts, the hatred of the Emigrant
Aid Company is too apparent to need elucidation.
The writer assails the very methods of the com-
pany which gave us success. Ile objects to our col-
onies! What could individual free-State men have
accomplished in Kansas?

The hostile purpose of the following editorial in
the Liberator of April 13, 1855, is very apparent.

“ Read the articles we have grouped together on our first page,
illustrative of the demoniacal pro-slavery spirit which rages and
bears down all opposition in Kansas and Missouri. . . . Beyond
a doubt the fate of Kansas is sealed. ‘No union with slave-
holders.””

At the date of the above quotation our company
had sent several flourishing colonies to Kansas,
and it began to be evident that by faithfully ad-
hering to our “plan of freedom” the entire North
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would soon be united in our support, insuring our
success, and making Kansas free. Now, if ever, in-
timidation must be tried to frighten our colonists
and check the progress of our work. So the Ziber-
ator devotes an entire page to the grouping of all
the cock-and-bull stories that could be gleaned from
every quarter. Then, most discouraging of all, Mr.
Garrison informs us, “ Beyond a doubt the fate of
Kansas is sealed.” If he could make our emigrants
believe that, it would be the end of emigration.
But people had begun to see the drift of the dis-
union talk, and to understand that the owner of
the Liberator desired that Kansas should be a slave
State, to give aid and comfort to his pet scheme of
disunion. The concluding refrain proves this. “No
union with slave-holders!” .

In another‘paper Mr. Garrison says, in substance:
Kansas cannot be made a free State, and even if it
should be, such a result would be a great injury to
the antislavery cause, for the reason that it would
quiet the Northern conscience. The following is
from the Liberator (editorial) of June 1,1855:

‘“Will Kansas be a free State? We answer No. Not while
the existing Union stands. Its fate is settled. We shall briefly
state some of the reasons which force us to this sad conclusion.

1, The South is united in the determination to make Kansas
a slave State—ultimately, by division, half a dozen slave States,
if necessary. She has never yet been foiled in her purposes thus
concentrated and expressed, and she has too much at stake to
allow free speech, a free press, and frec labor, to hold the mas-
tery in that Territory.

‘2. Eastern emigration will avail nothing to keep slavery out
of Kansas. We have never had any faith in it as a breakwater

5*
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against the inundation of-the dark waters of oppression. Hard-
ly an Abolitionist can be found among all who have emigrated
to that country. Undoubtedly the mass of emigrants are in fa-
vor of making Kansas a free State, as a matter of sound policy,
and would do so if they were not under the dominion of Mis-
souri ruffianism, or if they could rely upon the sympathy of the
General Government in this terrible crisis, but they have not
gone to Kansas to be martyrs in the cause of the enslaved negro,
nor to sacrifice their chances for a homestead upon the altar of
principle, but to find a comfortable home for themselves and
their children. Before they emigrated they gave little or no
countenance to the antislavery cause at home; they partook of
the general hostility or indifference to the labors of radical Abo-
litionism; at least they could omnly dream of making ‘freedom
national and slavery sectional after the manner of the fathers;
and they were poisoned more or less with the virus of colorpho-
bia. If they had no pluck here, what could be rationally ex-
pected of them in tlie immediate presence of the demoniacal
spirit of slavery? They represent the average sentiment of the
North on this subject—nothing more—and that is still subservi-
ent to the will of the South.

* * * * * * *

‘8. The omnipotent power of the General Government will
co-operate with the vandals of Missouri to crush out what little
antislavery sentiment may exist in Kansas, and to sustain their
lawless proceedings in that Territory. This will prove decisive
in the struggle.

‘“4, On the subject of slavery there is no principle in the Kan-
sas papers ostensibly desirous of making it a free State. Here,
for instance, is the Herald of Freedom, of May 12th, published
in Lawrence, which claims to be, and we believe is, the most
outspoken journal in Kansas in regard to the rights of dona fide
settlers. What does its editor say? Listen! ‘While publish-
ing a paper in Kansas, we feel that it is not our province to dis-
cuss the subject of freedom or slavery in the States.” Is not this
the most heartless inhumanity, the most arrant, moral coward-
ice, the clearest demonstration of unsoundness of mind?

*“ These are some of the reasons why we believe Kansas will
inevitably be a slave State.”
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The thoughtful reader will not need any com-
" mentary to point out the utter folly and incohe-
rency of the above editorial of Mr. Garrison. One
or two points, however, deserve special attention.
“ Hardly an Abolitionist can be found among all
who have emigrated to that country. . . . They rep-
resent the average sentiment of the North.”

At this time there were about twenty thousand
people in Kansas. Then, according to the estimate
of Mr. Garrison, there was hardly one Abolitionist
in twenty thousand Northern people. Here is a
truthful, though evidently unconscious admission
that his twenty-five years of vituperation, blasphe-
my, and anarchy, with all its work and worry, had
been futile and useless.

The other point is the disparaging reference to
the Herald of Freedom.

G. W. Brown, from Pennsylvania, established
that paper in Lawrence in 1854, and maintained it
as the organ of the free-State cause during the
Kansas contest. It was a most hopeful and help-
ful agency in the free-State interest. In all my
journeys to form Kansas Leagues, to organize colo-
nies, to solicit money for our work, or to combine
the Northern people of all political parties in the
determination to make Kansas free, I did not fail to
carry large packages of these papers. They were of
vast service to our cause. The Herald of Freedom
was sent by the Kansas settlers into every county
and into almost every town of the Northern States.
It was ever true to the principle and purpose of
making Kansas a free State. Mr. Garrison and his
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friends complained because the editor refused to
enter into controversy upon the general subject of
slavery in the States, and would not fill his col-
umns with “resolutions,” and complaints about
blood-hounds, manacles, and auction-blocks. The
paper was ably conducted, and was of inestimable
value to the cause in furnishing and disseminating
information about the Territory, much of which
was given by the actual settlers. The Emigrant
Aid Company advanced two thousand dollars to
aid Dr. Brown in establishing this journal, which
sum he repaid. He knew *“ Old John Brown” in-
timately while he was in Kansas, and his reminis-
. cences of that worthy, published a few years since,
created something of a stampede among the ad-
mirers of the hero of Harper’s Ferry. Dr. Brown
is now living in Rockford, Illinois, devoting much
of his time to literary work. He is entitled to the
gratitude of every lover of freedom for his faithful,
self-sacrificing, and effective work in Kansas.

In the ZLiberator of July 13, 1855, there is the
following record :

‘“Thomas Wentworth Higginson was the next speaker. His
declaration of his belief in the certainty of the dissolution of
these States, and of his own readiness for that event, met with

the general and evidently carefully considered assent of the au-
dience.”

This is the same Rev. Mr. Higginson from whose
sermon we have already quoted.

In perfect accord with the generally obstructive
efforts of the Garrisonites in the Kansas conflict
and crusade are the following editorial and an ex-
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tract from the speech of Wendell Phillips, to be
found in the Léberator of September 28th, and Au-
gust 10th, 1855

‘“Talk about stopping the progress of slavery and of saving
Nebraska and Kansas! Why, the fate of Nebraska and Kansas
was sealed the first hour Stephen Arnold Douglas consented to
play his perfidious part. )

‘“Why is Kansas a failure as a free State? I will tell you.
You sent out there some thousand or two thousand men—for
what? To make a living; to cultivate a hundred and sixty
acres; to build houses; to send for their wives and children; to
raise wheat; to make money; to build saw-mills; to plant towns.
You meant to take possession of the country, as the Yankee
race always takes possession of a country, by industry, by civili-
zation, by roads, by houses, by mills, by churches; but it will
take a long time—i? takes two centuries to do it.

* * * * * * *

‘‘The moment you throw the struggle with slavery into the
half-barbarous West, where things are decided by the revolver
and bowie-knife, slavery triumphs. ... ’

‘““What do I care for a squabble around the ballot-box in
Kansas?”

These miserable prophetic efforts were intended
to check and ruin the work of the Emigrant Aid
Company. On every occasion the Abolitionists
magnified its dangers and difficulties, so that by
destroying all faith in the result sought, the work
itself might soon be suspended. It was far too
humiliating to be endured, that a new agency
should enter the antislavery field and achieve suc-
cess even in its infancy. Something must be done
to retain in their own hands the great slavery
question. To this they had given undivided atten-
tion for more than twenty-five years, and for that
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reason alone had assumed to be its only author-
ized and infallible champions. So a church rat,
having lived in a cathedral a dozen years, nib-
bling the crumbs of sacramental bread, might claim
to know more theology than the recently appointed
bishop.

As we have just seen, Mr. Phillips said, with char-
acteristic scorn, “ What do I care for a squabble
around the ballot-box in Kansas?’ Fortunately
there was such a “squabble.” It has been proved
that no such “squabble” would have been but for
the work of the Emigrant Aid Company. All
would have been peace, but the peace of freedom’s
death and of slavery’s triumph. The people of the
North did care about this conflict, for they saw in
it the power commissioned to determine the fate
of this nation. From this contest it became evi-
dent that there could never be another slave State
in this Union.

Patriots were glad that this trial had come, while
anarchists and disunionists were sad and disheart-
ened. This conflict, which, Charles Sumner said,
“surpassed far in moral grandeur the whole war
of the Revolution,” saved Kansas and the country.
Is it, then, a fit subject for the ridicule of Garrison-
ites? That American islittle to be envied who can
speak lightly of the decisive contest in Kansas be-
tween the two antagonistic civilizations of this con-
tinent. Either he does not love his country, or is
incapable of understanding her history. In this
contest was involved the welfare of the human race
more than it had ever been in any other. The bat-



CHILDREN OF THE “SQUABBLE.” 111

tles of Marathon and Leuctra were insignificant in
results when compared with it. So were those of
Hastings, Bannockburn, Naseby, and a hundred
others most celebrated in history. Among the
children of this “squabble” are Sumter, Bull Run,
and the Emancipation Proclamation. Of the same
mother came also Antietam, Gettysburg, and Ap-
pomattox. The time may come when Bunker Hill
and Yorktown will take a lower place in history.
These made independent three millions of British
subjects. That made four millions of slaves into
freemen, and raised to manhood a still larger num-
ber of white men whose condition had been more
pitiable than that of the slaves. The former gave
us a republic without republicanism, which denied
our Declaration of Independence by withholding
equal rights. The latter gave us a true republic,
with equal rights for all.

But there is another view to be taken of the
Kansas fight. Like mercy, it was “twice blessed.”
It blessed both parties to the conflict; and, won-
derful to relate, the vanquished were a hundred
times more blessed in their defeat than were the
victors in their triumph. In the North slavery was
an appalling shadow, a dark and threatening cloud.
In the South it was the blackness of darkness, with-
out one gleam of light. In the North it was only
a hinderance to prosperity. In the South it was an
insurmountable obstruction to all enterprise and a
dead-stop to all progress. So both sections were
the gainers by its defeat and extinction, but the
South by far the greater. Look at her now! In
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the very infancy of her regeneration she has be-
come in iron manufacture the successful rival of
Pennsylvania, and, in certain cotton manufactures,
of the whole North. Capital is now flowing South-
ward more freely and more copiously than in any
other direction. As this stream of incoming wealth
progresses, and capital is also accumulated from her
profitable investments already made, she will re-
ceive a great and ever-increasing accession to her
population by the immigration of white men skilled
in the mechanic arts. Her charming climate, her
inexhaustible mines of coal and iron in close prox-
imity to the needed lime-rock, her cotton, all ready
for manufacture in her own hands—these are the
bases of such a future growth and prosperity as
can nowhere else be found. The race problem,
about which some good people are fretting, will
take care of itself, if the South shall now devote
her energies to the development of her vast treas-
ures, and enter into a brisk and healthy competi-
tion in her specialties with all parts of the world.
In all the heavy manufactures of iron and steel,
in the making of cotton cloths, and in many other
mechanical enterprises not yet developed, she can
take and hold the markets of this continent and
eventually many others. No country to-day has
such assuring prospects, and none promises to its
inhabitants such ample returns for capital and la-
bor invested.

The Southern States, as manufacturing centres,
have a great advantage over Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, and Connecticut. The net profits to these
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States of their manufactories are greatly reduced
by the cost of flour, corn, and meat brought from
the West, and of cotton, wool, iron, and coal from
other quarters. The South has all these important
materials in abundance, so that within her own lim-
its she has the means of feeding and clothing a pop-
ulation many times larger than she now has, while
the products of her mines and her cotton furnish a
basis for exports in manufactured goods and in raw
materials such as no other country has. The labor-
ing man can there support himself and his family
for three-quarters of the sum required for that pur-
pose in New England. These are but a few of the
facts which give hope and encouragement to the
new South.

Her present duty is to push forward with the
greatest possible vigor her legitimate business pur-
suits, and to waste no. time over the “race prob-
lem;” to attain, as speedily as she may, to the
height of her possible destiny in wealth, in popu-
lation, in education, and power. Her death has be-
come life through her disappointment in Kansas.
Her resurrection has now come, and the bounding
pulses of her new life are thrilling all her veins.
With energy, persistency, and fidelity in using her
great advantages, she will soon become the wealth-
iest and most populous part of the Union. This
result will be the proper settlement of the race
question.

‘We now return to the continued diatribes of the
disunionists. At a meeting of the American Anti-
slavery Society in Providence, Rhode Island, Mr.
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Garrison, as reported in the Liberator of the 2d of
May, 1856, said :

*“ While the Union continues, the slave power will have every-
thing its own way, in the last resort.

“ ¢But (they say) we are going to have a glorious victory in
Kansas.’

¢ 1t is all delusion to suppose that Kansas is safe for freedom.
‘We are just too late! We have been betrayed by the General
Government itself, which is now on the side of ‘ border ruffian-
ism!’ Blavery is certain to go into Kansas, nay, slaves are now
carried there daily, and offered for sale with impunity. Even
the free-State men have voted to let slavery continue in the Ter-
ritory till the 4th of July next, and that no colored man shall
be allowed to set his foot upon the soil of Kansas; thus tram-
pling under foot the Constitution of the United States,”

Here we have another example of the “ eternal
whine.” “The slave power will have everything
its own way.”  Did this sad prophecy prove true ?

It had now become apparent that the cause of
freedom was likely to triumph in Kansas. Even
the disunionists in their hostile and imbittered
hearts began to believe it. Observe that while up
to this time they have always said you when speak-
ing of the supporters of the Emigrant Aid move-
ment, they now say we. “We are just too late.”
What had the disunionists, represented by the -
word “we,” ever done for Kansas, except to oppose
with all their power the only agency that could
secure the freedom of that State? It is now a
little late for the presumptuous claim that “we”
are champions in the grand crusade of freedom.
‘Whenever there was any chance for practical action
against slavery there was a great lion in the path
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of the Abolitionists. They called him “ PriNcrpLE.”
The Liberator of May 16, 1856, contains a speech
of Samuel May, Jr., in the N. Y. A. A. S. Conven-
tion, in which he said that he thought both duty
and a sound and just expediency utterly forbade
their identifying themselves, for an instant, with
the mere non-extension-of-slavery movement. Es-
pecially would he protest against their identifying
themselves, as a society, with the Kansas free-State
movement, so long as it stood upon its present low
and compromising level. “We cannot join in the
“present movement for Kansas because ¢t <3 false in
principle. That is a sufficient reason why we
should take no part in it,” said he.

“False in principle!” These Abolitionists re-
garded all action against slavery as “ false in prin-
ciple” if it did not contemplate the destruction of
the churches and the overthrow of the Government.
To such an extent were they dominated by ¢ prin-
ciple” that they would not give one dime for the
purchase and liberation of all the slaves in the
country. This method, they had often said, would
be trafficking in human beings. But they had no
objection to John Brown’s way of murder and rob-
bery, under the ‘pretence of extending freedom.
They could not be expected to favor the law-abid-
ing Emigrant Aid Company, or to restrain their
admiration and eulogy of John Brown, for disre-
garding all law and the rights of all men, who dif-
fered with him in opinion, to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.

The following is from a speech of Wendell
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Phillips, printed in the ZLiberator of July 11,
1856 :

““Now I have great hopes. I think Fremont will be defeated.
I think there is great chance that Buchanan will be elected. I
have no hope for Kansas. How can I have? Where are the
hundred men who went from Chicago? Why, they went through
Missouri, and laid down their arms at the feet of a mob! TFifty
men from the city of Worcester met the same fate. A thousand
dollars from the town of Concord alone gone into the treasury
of the Missouri mob!. . . Fifty per cent. of the muskets bought
in New England are to-day in the hands of Missourians.”

Here Mr. Phillips plays a jubilee strain upon
three strings of his fiddle. “Fremont defeated,”
“Buchanan elected,” “ Kansas lost.” The country
did not join in this untimely and disloyal exulta-
tion. With greater energy than ever, and fiercer
determination, the North was equal to the exigency
of the time. The Missouri River had been closed
to our emigrants, Lawrence had been sacked by
border ruffians, United States troops held as pris-
oners many of the free-State leaders. This was the
time for Garrison and Phillips to sing hallelujahs!

The following is from the diary of Amos A.
Lawrence (Life by his son, page 105):

¢ Noo. bth, 1856.—Went with Governor Robinson and Sen-
ator Henry Wilson to a private meeting of about twenty Kansas
men to decide what shall be done if Buchanan is elected. Rev.
Mr. Higginson advocated resistance to the Government. Mr.
Wilson spoke against that doctrine very decidedly; so did I.”

The Garrison Abolitionists having failed to de-
stroy, or even to impede, the work of the Emigrant
Aid Company in colonizing Kansas, and the bor-
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der ruffians also having achieved no success in the
same purpose, by thexr acts of lawless invasion,
outrage, and intimidation, they unitedly sought to
destroy the results of our victory by inducing the
free-State men to fight the United States troops.
James H. Lane had expressed this purpose in Ohio,
in his speeches during the summer. Rev. Mr. Hig-
ginson had just returned from a conference with
Lane, and was urging Lane’s methods. Every one
must see that the plan proposed would have been
complete ruin to the free-State cause. But Charles
Robinson and the Emigrant Aid Company averted
this danger.

Here is the last shot from the anarchists, in a
speech of Wendell Phillips, printed in the Liberator
of August 14, 1857:

‘‘But Kansas—her battle will not be fought in the West, but
on the chess-board at Washington, and in midnight session she
will be betrayed. This administration will see Kansas, possibly
Oregon and Nebraska, possibly the southern half of California
—admitted as slave States; and then, with four or six more votes
in the Senate, with the prestige of success, how will you meet
another Presidential election?”

Turn back a few pages and you find Mr. Phillips
saying, “ When you throw the struggle with slavery
into the half-barbarous West, where things are de-
cided by the bowie-knife and revolver, slavery tri-
umphs.” All that had been done and slavery had
been defeated. But now all our success in Kansas
is to count for nothing, since the battle is to be
“fought on the chess-board at Washington.” The
prophet of evil still adheres to his original idea that
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Kansas shall be a slave State by some means. This,
like all his other prophecies, proved to be entirely
fallacious. From this time forward his course, as
Roosevelt says, “ was either mischievous or rldlcu-
lous, and sometimes both.”

But the Emigrant Aid Company had able defend-
ers as well as violent assailants. Charles Sumner,
on the 19th of May, 1856, in his speech ¢ The Crime
against Kansas,” made an elaborate and eloquent
eulogy of this company and of the State which
gave it life.

‘We quote as follows:

““It only remains, under this head, that I should speak of the
apology ¢nfamous, founded on false testimony against the Emi-
grant Aid Company, and assumptions of duty more false than
the testimony. Defying truth and mocking decency, this apol-
ogy excels all others in futility and audacity, while, from its utter
hollowness, it proves the utter impotence of the conspirators to
defend their crime. Falsehood, always ¢nfamous, in this case
arouses peculiar scorn. An association of sincere benevolence,
faithful to the Constitution and laws, whose only fortifications
are hotels, school-houses, and churches; whose only weapons are
saw-mills, tools, and books; whose mission is peace and good-
will, has been falsely assailed on this floor, and an errand of
blameless virtue has been made the pretext for an unpardonable
crime. Nay, more—the innocent are sacrificed, and the guilty
set at liberty. They who seek to do the mission of the Saviour
are scourged and crucified, while the murderer, Barabbas, with
the sympathy of the chief priests, goes at large.

* * * * %* % *

¢ 8ir, it has not the honor of being an abolition society, or of
numbering among its officers Abolitionists. Its president is a
retired citizen, of ample means and charitable life, who has taken
no part in the conflicts on slavery, and has never allowed his
sympathies to be felt by Abolitionists. One of its vice-presi-
dents is a gentleman from Virginia, with family and friends
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there, who has always opposed the Abolitionists. Its generous
treasurer, who is now justly absorbed by the objects of the com-
pany, has always been understood as ranging with his extensive
connections, by blood and marriage, on the side of that quietism
which submits to all the tyranny of the slave power. Its direct-
ors are more conspicuous for wealth and science than for any
activity against slavery. Among these is an eminent lawyer of
Massachusetts, Mr. Chapman—personally known, doubtless, to
some who hear me—who has distinguished himself by an austere
conservatism, too natural to the atmosphere of courts, which
does not flinch even from the support of the Fugitive Slave Bill,
In a recent address at a public meeting in Springfield, this gen-
tleman thus speaks for himself and his associates:

“‘I have been a director of the society from the first, and
have kept myself well informed in regard to its proceedings. I
am not aware that any one in this community ever suspected me
of being an Abolitionist; but I have been accused of being pro-
slavery; and I believe many good people think I am quite too
conservative on that subject. I take this occasion to say that all
the plans and proceedings of the society have met my approba-
tion; and I assert that it has never done a single act with which
any political party, or the people of any section of the country,
can justly find fault. The name of its president, Mr. Brown, of
Providence, and of its treasurer, Mr. Lawrence, of Boston, are a
sufficient guarantee in thc estimation of intelligent men against
its being engaged in any fanatical enterprise. Its stockholders
are composed of men of all political parties except Abolitionists.
I am not aware that it has received the patronage of that class of
our fellow-citizens, and I am informed that some of them disap-
prove of its proceedings.’

‘“The acts of the company have been such as might be ex-
pected from auspices thus severely careful at all points. The
secret through which, with small means, it has been able to ac-
complish 8o much is that, as an tnducement to emigration, it has
gone forward and planted capital in advance of population. Ac-
cording to the old immethodical system, this rule is reversed;
and population has been left to grope blindly, without the ad-
vantage of fixed centres, with mills, schools, and churches—all
calculated to soften the hardships of pioneer life—such as have
been established beforehand in Kansas. Here, sir, is the secret
of the Emigrant Aid Company. By this single principle, which
is now practically applied for the first time in history, and which
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has the simplicity of genius, a business association at a distance,
without a large capital, has become a beneficent instrument of
civilization, exercising the functions of various societies, and in
itself being a Missionary Society, a Bible Society, a Tract Socie-
ty, an Education Society, and a Bociety for the Diffusion of the
Mechanic Arts. I would not claim too much for this company;
but I doubt if, at this moment, there is any society which is so
completely philanthropic; and since its leading idea, like the
light of a candle from which other candles are lighted without
number, may be applied indefinitely, it promises to be an im-

portant aid to human progress.
* * * * % * *

‘“ But since a great right has been denied, the children of the
free States, over whose cradles has shone the north-star, owe it
to themselves, to their ancestors, and to freedom itself, that this
right should now be asserted to the fullest extent. By the bless-
ing of God, and under the continued protection of the laws, they
will go to Kansas, there to plant their homes, in the hope of ele-
vating this Territory soon into the sisterhood of free States; and
to such end they will not hesitate, in the employment of all le-
gitimate means, whether by companics of men or contributions
of money, to swell a virtuous emigration, and they will justly
scout any attempt to question this unquestionable right. Sir, if
they failed to do this, they would be fit only for slaves them-
selves.

““God be praised! Massachusetts, honored commonwealth that
gives me the privilege to plead for Kansas on this floor, knows
her rights, and will maintain them firmly to the end. This is
not the first time in history that her public acts have been ar-
raigned, and that her public men have been exposed to contume.
ly. Thus was it when, in the olden time, she began the great
battle whose fruits you all enjoy. But never yet has she occu-
pied a position so lofty as at this hour. By the intelligence of
her population—by the resources of her industry—by her com-
merce, cleaving every wave—by her manufactures, various as
human skill—by her institutions of education, various as human
knowledge—by her institutions of benevolence, various as hu-
man suffering—by the pages of her scholars and historians—by
the voices of her poets and orators, she is now exerting an influ-
ence more subtle and commanding than ever before—shooting
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her far-darting rays wherever ignorance, wretchedness, or wrong
prevail, and flashing light upon those who travel far to persecute
her.

‘“Such is Massachusetts, and I am proud to believe that you
may as well attempt, with puny arm, to topple down the earth-
rooted, heaven-kissing granite which crowns the historic sod of
Bunker Hill, as to change her fixed resolves for freedom every-
where, and especially now for freedom in Kansas. I exult, too,
that in this battle, which surpasses far in moral grandeur the
whole war of the Revolution, she is able to preserve her just em-
inence. 'To the first she contributed a larger number of troops
than any other State in the Union, and larger than all the slave
States together; and now to the second, which is not of contend-
ing armies but of contending opinions, on whose issue hangs
trembling the advancing civilization of the country, she contrib-
utes through the manifold and endless intellectual activity of her
children, more of that divine spark by which opinions are quick-
ened into life, than is contributed by any other State, or by all
the slave States together, while her annual productive industry
excels in value three times the whole vaunted cotton crop of the
whole South.

¢ 8ir, to men on earth it belongs only to deserve success, not
to secure it; and I know not how sooun the efforts of Massachu-
setts will wear the crown of triumph. But it cannot be that she
acts wrong for herself or her children when in this cause she
thus encounters reproach. No; by the generous souls who were
exposed at Lexington; by those who stood arrayed on Bunker
Hill; by the many from her bosom who, on all the fields of the
first great struggle, lent their vigorous arms to the cause of all;
by the children she has borne whose names are national trophies,
is Massachusetts now vowed irrevocably to this work. What
belongs to the faithful servant she will do in all things, and Prov-
idence shall determine the result.”

The only Southern authority approving of the
plan and operations of the Emigrant Aid Company
was furnished by De Bow’s Review of March, 1858,
as follows:

6
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““We of the South have been practising ‘ Organized Emigra-
tion’ for a century, and hence have outstripped the North in the
acquisition of land. The owner of a hundred slaves, who, with
his overseer, moves to the West, carries out a self-supporting,
self-insuring, well organized community. This is the sort of
¢ Organized Emigration’ which experience shows suits the South
and the negro race, while Mr. Thayer’s is equally well adapted
to the whites ”



CHAPTER VIIL
THE CHURCHES AND THE CRUSADE.

Pevnpine the discussion in Congress of the pro-
posed repeal of the Missouri Compromise, three
thousand and fifty of the loyal and patriotic cler-
gymen of New England sent the following protest
to the United States Senate :

¢ To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives tn
Congress assembled :

*The undersigned, clergymen of different religious denomi-
nations in New England, hereby, in the name of Almighty God,
and in his prescnce, do solemnly protest against the passage of
what is known as the Nebraska Bill, or any repeal or modifica-
tion of the existing legal prohibitions of slavery in that part of
our national domain which it is proposed to organize into the
Territories of Nebraska and Kansas. We protest against it as a
great moral wrong, as a breach of faith, eminently unjust to the
moral principles of the community, and subversive of all confi-
dence in national engagements; as a measure full of danger to
the peace and even the existence of our beloved Union, and ex-
posing us to the righteous judgments of the Almighty; and your
protestants, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

“ BosToxN, MAsaAoul;sms, March 1, 1854.”

Several other similar protests from clergymen in
other parts of the Northern States were presented
to the same august body before the passage of the
bill. These worthy men, exercising the right of
petition which belongs to every American citizen,
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were grossly abused by some of the Senators, while
they were bravely and ably defended by others.
The influence of this action of the clergy and its
rebuke by the Senate resulted in the creation of a
mighty factor in aid of the Emigrant Aid Compa-
ny, in securing freedom to Kansas, and in the de-
struction of slavery. In fact, the earliest reliance
of our company was upon these clergymen and
their churches. There was no political antislavery
party which had any power to aid our organized
emigration or to protect the rights of our emigrants.
The Free-soil party had then dwindled to almost
nothing. Its members, whether in or out of Con-
gress, were hopeless as well as helpless. The one
central principle of the party —the exclusion of
slavery from the Territories by law of Congress—
was utterly destroyed and put beyond any hope of
revival by opening Kansas and Nebraska to slavery.
This was a time of general gloom and despair in
the free States. Their only hope was based upon.
the “plan of freedom” adopted by the New Eng-
land Emigrant Aid Company. Among the first
to recognize the power and possibilities of that
plan were these protesting clergymen. Indeed,
the very first man to express confidence in its
success, and his own readiness to work for it with
all his might, was Rev. Edward Everett Hale,
one of the signers of the protest. True to his
pledge, he immediately began to write a book mi-
nutely describing the Territories of Kansas and Ne-
braska, showing their many attractions, the way to
reach them, and enumerating the Emigrant Aid
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companies already formed. This was really a
hand-book for emigrants, and was .of very great
service in our efforts to arouse the public to the
importance of organized emigration. But the emi-
nent services of Mr. Hale’s pen, whether in books
or newspapers, were but a fraction of his Kansas
work. At the time of the great crusade he was
pastor of a church in Worcester. Whenever I was
unable to meet all my appointments, it was my cus-
tom to apply to this self-sacrificing divine. He
never disappointed me. He seemed never to think
of himself until he had thought of everybody else.
With characteristic energy and fidelity he proceed-
ed to unite the Northern clergy and their churches
in support of our Boston company in 1855, after
we had shown our power in Kansas and had made
it evident that, with proper effort on the part of
the North, the freedom of that Territory would be
assured. In this way many of the clergy became
dife-members of our company and were our stanch
friends and supporters. In all my lecturing tours
for uniting the people of the free States in the great
work of securing freedom to Kansas, I found them
invaluable aids. Their churches were everywhere
open for my meetings, and almost without exception
they reinforced my arguments with appropriate
and effective appeals for patriotism and freedom.
Though instances were numerous in which the
clergymen made impressive appeals to their congre-
gations in favor of our cause, I now recall one which
may serve to illustrate my meaning, and prove the
patriotism of these heroic and self-sacrificing men.
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I was advertised to speak in the church of a
small town at the foot of the mountains in Ver-
mont, in the winter of 1854-55. Having spoken
the night before in a town some fifty miles distant,
I started by railroad early the next day to meet my
evening appointment. There was a drifting snow-
storm of unusual severity during the forenoon, and
our train having been blocked for several hours, I
did not reach the meeting until it had been assem-
bled half an hour. The church was well filled and
I spoke for two hours. There was intense interest
manifested throughout my remarks. After I had
concluded, the venerable pastor arose and made one
of the most stirring appeals for Kansas that I had
ever heard. I remember now, thirty-four years
later, the closing words of the patriarch. Address-
ing the young men, he said: “ My sons, you have
sometimes come to me to ask my advice concern-
ing your future course of action. You have asked
me if it would not be well for you to go to Boston
or New York to become clerks or salesmen, or to
engage in business for yourselves. I have replied
that I thought you better off here. But now the
time has come when I should be false to my sense
of duty if I urged you to remain here longer. Now
your country and all the great interests of civiliza-
tion and human freedom call upon you to leave the
green hills of your native State and join in the
grand crusade to stop the progress of slavery. Go,
my sons, and do not fear for me or for your parents,
who must remain at home. God will provide for
us. On yonder rocky farm upon the hill-side these
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hands have earned one-half of my support for many
years. The other half has been furnished me by
yourselves and your fathers. Your leaving will in-
crease our burdens ; but these burdens will be light-
ened by the sense of having done our duty. Ihave
always been intensely antislavery, though I have
never failed to vote the Whig ticket. It has been
a matter of faith with me that God would open a
way for decisive action on this great issue. This
time has now come, in His providence, when we
must show whether we are worthy of freedom, or
whether we are only fit to be slaves. (o, my sons,
and do your duty, and may the God of our fathers
bless you!”

In response to this eloquent appeal half a dozen
young men joined our Kansas colonies. It was to
clergymen of this character and their churches that
the Garrison disunionists gave every hard name in
their copious vocabulary.

In the Ziberator of May 16, 1856 (twenty-third
anniversary of the A. A. Society, New York City),
Mr. Garrison offered, among other resolutions, these,
which were unanimously passed :

‘¢ Resolved : That (making all due allowance for exceptional
cases) the American Church continues to be the bulwark of
slavery, and therefofe impure in heart, hypocritical in profession,
dishonest in practice, brutal in spirit, merciless in purpose—* A
cage of unclean birds’ and ‘ The synagogue of Satan.’

“ Resolved : That such a church is, in the graphic language of
Scripture, ‘A cage of unclean birds’ and the ‘Synagogue of Satan,’
and that such religious teachers are - Wolves in sheep’s clothing,’
‘Watchmen that are blind,’ - Shepherds that cannot understand,’

‘ That all look to their own way, every one to his gain from his
quarter.’”
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In the files of the Z:berator there are hundreds
of other resolutions similar to the above in spirit
and purpose. Among these “unclean birds” may
be mentioned the venerable Eliphalet Nott, Francis
Wayland, Lyman Beecher, Henry Ward Beecher,
Leonard Bacon, Horace Bushnell, Edward Everett
Hale, T. Starr King, and the other three thousand
and fifty who signed the famous protest against
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise.

But these resolution-builders were not content
with efforts to destroy the clergymen and the
churches over which they presided. They also
aimed their vindictive shafts at all the missionary,
charitable, and educational societies which Christian
philanthropy had founded and sustained. The fol-
lowing extract from an editorial in a New York re-
ligious paper contains one out of hundreds of like
import to be found in their records:

New York Observer, May, 1855:

“A CLEAN SWEEP.

““At a meeting of the American Antislavery Society held last
week in this city, the following resolution was supported by Mr.
Garrison from the Business Committee, and discussed, and, we
presume, was unanimously adopted. If there is anything else in
heaven or earth which these fanatics are disposed to denounce,
it would be gratifying to know what and where it is:

¢¢ ¢ Resolved : 'That the following religious organizations, viz.,
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,
the American Home Missionary Society, the American Bible So-
ciety, the American Bible Union, the American Tract Society,
the American Sunday School Union, the American and Foreign
Christian Union, the American and Foreign Bible Society, the
American Baptist Publication Society, the American Baptist Mis-
sionary Union, the American Baptist Home Mission Society,
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the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, the Missionary So-
cieties of the Protestant Methodists, Episcopal Methodists, Prot-
estant Episcopal, and Moravian bodies, respectively, being in
league and fellowship with the slave-holders of the South, utterly
dumb in regard to the slave system, and inflexibly hostile to the
antislavery movement, are not only wholly undeserving of any
pecuniary aid or public countenance at the North, but cannot be
supported without conniving at all the wrongs and outrages by
which chattel slavery is characterized, and therefore ought to be
instantly abandoned by every one claiming to be the friend of
liberty and a disciple of Christ the Redcemer.’

** This resolution is submitted and supported by a man publish-
ing a newspaper, in which he allows such blasphemy to be pub-
lished from week to week as makes the blood run cold to read.
In a recent number one of his correspondents says: ‘If God has
the power to abolish slavery and does not, he is & very scoundrel.’
From this we infer readily that there is no God at all.

*“We suppose that among all the supporters of the resolution we
have copied above there are very few who believe in the exist-
ence of the God of the Bible. The society which they represent
is now the only American antislavery society having any vitality
whatever. In thus planting itself in deflant opposition to the
entire body of Christian philanthropists in the United States, and
boldly proclaiming its hostility to the Church and to all the in-
stitutions of Christian benevolence, it discloses its true character
and reveals the natural result of unregulated and unscriptural
measures of reform. . . . Strike out of being the societies enu-
merated in the damnatory resolution given above, and what
would be left in the matter of philanthropy and benevolence?
Separate the clergy from the asylums and other charitable houses
of relief for the poor and distressed, and how long would they
be sustained? Infidelity makes a great outcry about its philan-
thropy, but religion does the work.”

One of the most effective details of the organ-
ization of the company was the system of life-
membership for clergymen. It will be readily
comprehended from the following circular, sent
by a committee of clergymen to their brethren:

6*
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EDUCATION, TEMPERANCE, FREEDOM, RELIGION
IN KANSAS.

DEAR Sir: We are engaged in an effort to have all the
¢ clergymen of New England,” made life members of the New
England Emigrant Aid Company.

By insuring thus their codperation in the dircction of this
Company, and by enlarging its funds at this period of its high-
est uscfulness, we are satisfied that the Christians of New Eng-
land will bring to bear a stronger influence in sustaining the prin-
ciples of what was last year called the ‘‘ Ministers’ Memorial,”
than by any other means which Providence puts in their hands.

We ask such codperation as you can give us; supposing that
you may have been one of those 8,050 ministers, who in the Sen-
ate of the United States were pronounced to ‘‘ know nothing of
the facts, laws and votes involved in the Nebraska bill,” and to
have ‘‘no time to understand them.” We are certain that you
belong to that body of Northern ministers who have been pro-
hibited from entering northwestern Missouri or Kansas, by those
mobs of men who have attempted to take the law of that region
into their own hands.

We beg your attention to the great work the New England
Emigrant Aid Company has in hand. We ask your particular
attention to the encouragement which divine Providence has
given to its efforts. We beg you to observe all the facts in the
case, before you give way to the false and discouraging impres-
sions, assiduously circulated since the pretended election in Kan-
sas, of March 30, which was the work, simply, of an invading
army. You may rely on the following statements of the work
of the Emigrant Aid Company, since it was cstablished:

1. For Freedom.—It has assisted in establishing at command-
ing points the towns of Lawrence, Topeka, Osawatomie, Boston,
Hampden, and Wabounse. In some of these towns it has mills
—in most of them some investment of value to the settlers.
These towns are all peopled by *‘ Free-State men,” whose whole
influence goes to make Kansas frece. There are other towns al-
ready started of similar character. The only ** Slave-State” town
of commanding influence in Kansas is Leavenworth, on the Mis-
souri frontier, scparated from the other settled parts of the Ter-
ritory by Indian reservations. We may say, therefore, that all
the most important centers of influence have been established or



APPEAL OF THE CLERGY. 181

assisted by the Emigrant Aid Company, and that their influence
tells for the cause of Freedom. This Company has, in fact, di-
rectly transported between two and three thousand emigrants
to Kansas. Not one man of them is known to have ever given
a ‘‘Slave-State” vote. More than ten thousand, from free States
of the Northwest, have been led there by its indirect influence
here. To prevent the return of this tide, and to provide those
who go with the assistance which capital only can provide, this
Company wishes to supply saw-mills at important points, and
other conveniences. For such purposes will it use any enlarge-
ment of its funds. The emigration is still very large; and wher-
ever this Company can establish a saw-mill, with other conven-
iences, a ‘“Free-State” town can be gathered. From the best
sources of information, from the officers of the Company, and
well-informed persons in Kansas and Missouri, we are convinced,
as the result of what has been done, that the great proportion of
settlers now in Kansas wish it to become a free State. At the
election held on the 22d ult., to fill vacancies in the Legislature,
nine *‘ Free-State” members were chosen, and only three ‘‘ Slave-
State” members—the last in Leavenworth, which is separated by
a ferry only from Missouri.

2. For Religion.—The officers of this Company have under-
stood that, to make a free State, they needed, first of all, the Gos-
pel. Every missionary sent there by different boards has received
their active assistance. Divine service is regularly maintained
in the towns where the company has influence, and, we believe,
‘nowhere else. Every Sabbath school in the Territory has been
formed with the assistance of the Company, or its officers. Every
church organized has been organized with their codperation.

8. For Education.—Schools will be in operation at Lawrence,
at Topeka, at Osawatomie and Hampden before the end of July.
These, which are the only schools in the Territory of which we
have any account, are due to the cxertions of the New England
Emigrant Aid Company and its officers.

4. For Temperance.—The traffic in intoxicating liquors scarce-
ly exists in any one of the towns founded with the Company’s
assistance, and any attempt to introduce it will be resisted by
their citizens. This prohibition, intended in the first instance
for the benefit of the towns, will approve itself to you as the
only hope for the Indians still remaining in that Territory.
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- Such has been the work of this Company in one year. To
carry further such operations in these towns, and to plant more
towns at once in Kansas, so a8 to secure its future destiny before
next January, the Company needs $150,000. We think it highly
desirable that that sum shall be furnished by those who will con-
tinue to the Company the Christian direction which has always
guided it. We address this statement of facts, therefore, to every
clergyman in New England, asking for it their careful attention.
For each of those gentlemen we hope to obtain a single share in
the stock of the Company, entitling him to vote at its annual
meetings. He will thus be made a life member of the Company.

If it be in your power to obtain, at once, a subscription of
twenty dollars, that sum will purchase a share for you, which
will be at once taken in your name. For the shares not thus
taken, we shall at once set on foot a subscription through New
England, and take the shares in the name of the remaining cler-
gymen. To this subscription we ask your assistance, if you and
your friends are willing to subscribe less than twenty dollars, or
more. 1t is desirable that this subscription be made at once, and
we rely on some answer from you at your earliest convenience—
if possible, before the 15th of July. A stamped envelope, al-
ready directed to one of our Secretaries, will be found within.

It is proper to state that the New England Emigrant Aid
Company is incorporated by the Legislature of Massachusetts,
and that no stockholder is liable, in any event, for anything be-
yond his first investment. Subscriptions of any amount will be
at once acknowledged in the papers of Boston. This plan has
been so favorably received before its general publication, that we
believe the requisite number of shares will be readily subscribed
for. The Essex South Conference of churches has provided, it
is understood, for the shares of all its members. The Worcester
Association has undertaken to make up the shares of all its mem-
bers. From clergymen of all parts of New England we have
assurances of sympathy and codperation.

Yours, in Christian fellowship,
(Signed) LyMAN BEECHER,
Baron Stow, Rowe-st. Baptist Church,
CuARLES LoweLL, West Church, Boston,
8. STREETER, Pastor of First Universalist Church,
Commitiee on the Ministers' Memorial of 1854.
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‘W. E. Rice, Pastor of M. E. Church, Bromfield Strect, Boston. -
Jorx H. TwoMBLy, Pastor of M. E. Church, Hanover Street, Boston..
EpwARD BEECHER, Pastor of Salem-st. Church, Boston.

T. STARR Ki1Na, Pastor of Hollis-st. Clurch, Boston.

JonN 8. STONE, Brookline.

HoseA Bavrvov, 2o, President of Tuffts College, Medford.

CaLviN E. Stowr, Andover.

LEONARD BacoN, New Haven.

JorL Hawgs, First Church, Hartford.

HorAcE BuseNELL, North Church, Hartford.

Epwarp E. HALE, Worcester,

H. LincoLN WavLAND, Worcester,
Jouxw G. Apams, Worcester,
FraxgLin RAND, Boston,

Secretaries.

July 2, 1855,
LETTERS OF CLERGYMEN.
FROM REV, HORACE JAMES.
‘WoOROESTRR, July 23d, 1835,
Rev. Dr. Clarke.

DEeAR BroTHER,—Thus do the people of my Society respond
to your appeal in behalf of Temperance, Freedom, and Religion
<n Kansas: we have made our collection, and to the result!
79 ““bits” in a bag! The whole congregation desired to par-
ticipate in the effort, and therefore we limited them to three-
cent contributions. And here they are, one for each man, cach
woman, and each child that happened to be at church on the
afternoon of yesterday. The result, as you may well suppose,
gratifies me hugely. You should have scen the zeal with which
they did it. Never did fingers and thumbs move more nimbly
in the performance of any good work. Verily, there ¢s hope for
Kansas, when multitudes are thus intcrested in its welfare. To
be sure, $23.87 is a small sum; and yet it is no little matter
that Kansas should thus be connected with the sympathy and
interest, and, I hope, the prayers of seven hundred and seventy-
nine individuals of my flock. I send, personally, with every
coin in the bag, a hearty prayer for the prosperity of your noble
enterprise.

So now that we have made our contribution, please forward
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your certificate of stock, for we intend to have it framed and
hung up in a conspicuous place in my study, to be exhibited to
our friends, with exultation, after Kansas 13 a free State.
Yours very truly, HoORACE JAMES,
Pastor of First Church in Worcester.

P.8.—Please credit to us the excess, $3.837, on another life-
membership, which we will make up, if it be needful, in another
way. - H.J.

FROM REV, CHARLES WALKER.
Prrrsrorp, Vr., Aug. 8, 55
Commilttee of the N. E. Emigrant Aid Co.

GENTLEMEN,—I inclose twenty dollars, which some individu-
als among my people have helped me to make up, for the pur-
pose of obtaining for me a share in your Company.

In addition to this little pecuniary aid, be assured you have
my sympathy and prayers in behalf of your enterprise, in-this
dark day, when not only the whole force of the slaveholding
interest, but all the energies of *‘ the powers that be,” are arrayed
against you. May God prosper the right.

Yours very truly, CHAS. WALKER.

FROM PROF. THOMAS C. UPHAM.
Brunswiok, M., August 29, 1855.
T. P. Blanchard, Esq.

DEear Sir,—I send with this sixty dollars, to be credited as
follows: Prof. Alpheus 8. Packard, $20 ; Prof. William Smith,
$20; Thomas C. Upham, $20—for the N. E. Emigrant Aid Soci-
ety for Kansas.

Pleage send receipts or certificates of membership in the Soci-
ety at the earliest moment. I hope to send something more
soon. I have a deep feeling that Kansas ought to be and must
be saved, cost what it will. Very sincerely yours,

Toomas C. Upnawm.

FROM REV. 8. B. MORLEY.

ATTLEBORO, August 30, 1855,
Rev.DR.CLARK,—I send to you to-day, by express, $26.25, be-
ing the sum, and more, which you requested of us in your recent
circular in bebalf of the New England Emigrant Aid Society.
‘We have, both pastor and people, contributed to this object with
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the most hearty good-will, and our prayers go with the money.
‘We ablor slavery, not for its occasional atrocities merely, but for
its inherent, systematic wickedness, its unblushing repugnance to
God’s law, its impious assumption of unlimited power over men
and women.

May the men whom your Society send to Kansas be true men,
feel their responsibilities, be strong in the Lord, and plant there,
never to be plucked up, the institutions of FREEDOM.

- 8. B. MoRLEY.

FROM REV. W. C. JACKSON.
LinooLn, Mass., Sept. 12, 1855,
Rev. J. 8. Clark, D.D.

DEAR 81R,—Your circular for the Emigrant Aid Society came
rather inopportunely for us farmers; I refer to the season of the
year. We have raised the inclosed fiftecen dollars by contribu-
tion. I hope the remainder will be made up.

We are all awake to the struggle in Kansas. We say, ‘‘Go on
with your work of emigration. Be not weary in well-doing.”
Let us pour such an antislavery element into that swelling pop-
ulation that whatever political success slavery may obtain there,
the very atmosphere shall be pestilential to it; yea, that it shall
feel, as it grows up, a fire burning in its very vitals, and destined
speedily to consume it. Sincerely yours,

W. C. JacksoN.

FROM REV. E. N. HIDDEN.
Mivrorp, N. I1., 4ug. 15, 1855.
Rev. AND DEAR SIR,—Inclosed you will find twenty dollars,
a contribution from the Congregational Church and Society in
Milford, N. H., to the New England Emigration Aid Society,
to constitute their pastor, Rev. E. N. Hidden, a life member.
Being one of the ‘3,050” who sent our memorial down to
Congress against the introduction of slavery into Kansas and
Nebraska, but which they basely spurned, it is very gratifying
to me now to know that the alms and the prayers of the people
are going up as a memorial before God against the samce evil.
The one-dollar bill with the writing on the back was put into
the contribution as it is. Please acknowledge this in the Puri-
tan Recorder, that I may know of its safe passage.
Yours truly, E. N. HDDER,
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This letter has the following indorsement: ‘“On the back of
one of the bills inclosed was as follows: ‘No slavery in Kansas
or Nebraska! Down with the slavery extensionists and dough-
faces! Hurrah for free schools, free labor, free men, and free
soill'” i

The clergymen of the free States, with their con-
gregations, were (as a rule), practically, Kansas
Leagues, stimulating patriotic zeal, and constantly
furnishing reliable reinforcements to the well-disci-
plined army of freemen who marched to the field
of conflict under the guidance and protection of
the Emigrant Aid companies. Let them be re-
membered with honor and gratitude.*

* The letters above quoted are specimens of hundreds—per-
haps thousands—received by the company.



CHAPTER IX.
THE NORTHERN DISUNIONISTS.

Tre sentimental agency professedly hostile to
slavery established and led by William Lloyd Gar-
rison was older than the political organization
known as the Free-soil Party, though really infe-
rior to it both in numbers and influence. Their
purposes were entirely different, and their plans
had nothing in common. Garrison called himself
an “immediativist.” He demanded the immediate
extinction of slavery, without any compensation to
the owners of slaves. This was his policy in the
earlier days of the Liberator. In a few years, how-
ever, he had found so little response favorable to
these views that he relinquished them for the rally-
ing cry of “ Disunion.” From this time to the end
of his work he contended that ¢ disunion was the
corner-stone of all true antislavery.” The follow-
ing resolutions express the extreme views of the
Garrisonites, now greatly reduced in numbers by
the secession of their ablest and best men to form
the “Liberty Party.” A history of the quarrel
between these two sections can be found in the
Liberator and the Liberty Party Almanac. John
G. Palfrey and his friends could not subscribe to
the ruinous doctrines of anarchy and disunion.
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They therefore withdrew from Garrison, and took
with them the most patriotic and influential of his
followers. All salutary restraint having been re-
moved, the fanatics gave vent to their wildest fan-
cies as follows:

Wendell Phillips, at the A. A. S. Convention in
the Tabernacle, New York City, May 4, 1848, of-
fered the following resolution, which was passed:

““ That this Society deems it a duty to reiterate its convictions
that the only exodus of the slave out of his present house of
bondage is OVER THE RUINS OF THE PRESENT AMERICAN CHURCH
AND THE PRESENT AMERICAN UKNION.”

In May, 1856, Mr. Garrison offered the following
resolution at a meeting of the Massa.chusetts Anti-
slavery Society :

* Resolved: That the one great issue before the country is
Toe DIssOLUTION OF THE UNION, in comparison with which all
other issues with the slave power are as dust in the balance;
therefore we will give ourselves to the work of annulling this
‘covenant with death’ as essential to our own innocency, and
the speedy and everlasting overthrow of the slave system.”

The following was also adopted by the Aboli-
tionists in New York City in December, 1859 :

‘¢ Resolved: That we invite a free correspondence with the
Disunionists of the South, in order to devise the most suitable

way and means to secure the dissolution of the present imperfect
and inglorious union between the free and slave States.”

In May, 1854, Mr. Garrison says editorially: “ A
thousand times accursed be the Union.” On the
5th of the next July he publicly burned the Consti-
tution of the United States at South Framingham,
Mass.
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In these few quotations the Disunionists have
given convincing evidence of their vicious political
character. They despised law. They burned the
Constitution. They cursed the Union. They were
the original secessionists, and had advocated the
dissolution of the Union for twenty years before
Jefferson Davis tried to put their doctrines into
practice.

With such views and purposes the people of the
Northern States had no sympathy. The Aboli-
tionists may have had good motives, but their judg-
ment was invariably bad. Their methods were
everywhere condemned. They never attained to
the dignity or influence of a party or even a fac-
tion. They were a cabal, active, noisy, and pugna-
cious, but never effective. By their own showing,
a quarter of a century spent in denouncing the
Church, the clergy, and the Union had accom-
plished nothing. Slavery had grown stronger ev-
ery day, while opposition to it had not increased at
all. Massachusetts was as sound an antislavery
State before they were born as it has ever been
since. But she was for legal and constitutional
methods only, and always for the Union.

In 1787 Nathan Dane, one of our representatives
in Congress, revived the ordinance introduced three
years earlier by Thomas Jefferson, and secured its
passage. All this was before Garrison was born!
But such antislavery action was not repeated dur-
ing the entire period of Mr. Garrison’s efforts for
disunion. In all that time slavery was unrestrict-
ed, and made steady progress.
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Slavery never had a legal existence in Massachu-
setts. The people never wanted it and always
hated it. They hated its adjuncts and attendants
of manacles and auction-blocks as much before
Garrison was born as they did after he had pict-
ured them in the ZLiberator for twenty-five years.
His incessant pecking at the leaves and twigs of
the upas-tree of slavery seemed to stimulate rather
than retard its growth. The Northern people ar-
dently desired to destroy the tree itsclf, and were
ready to adopt any legal and constitutional plan
which might do this work. Garrison’s method of
casting out a devil by splitting the patient in two
lengthwise they did not approve, for two reasons:

1st. Because the patient would die;

2d. Because the devil would live.

Some friends of the Abolitionists still claim that
Garrison and his associates founded the Liberty and
Freesoil parties. This claim is the exact opposite
of the truth. They opposed both these parties,
and hated their champions more than they hat-
ed the slave-holders themselves. They constantly
abused every leading antislavery man who was not
a Disunionist. Ample proof of this can be seen in
the editorials of the Ziberator against Horace Mann,
Salmon P. Chase, and Dr. Bellows. Lincoln, Sew-
ard, Wade, Sumner, and Wilson were not spared.*

* At a meeting of the Worcester County South Division A. 8.
Society held at Worcester, August 12, 1860, Parker Pillsbury
offered the following resolution, which was adopted:

‘“ Resolved : 'That in the two recently published speeches of
Charles Sumner, we sce the blinding, bewildering, and deprav-
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About the time of Sumner’s death, Mr. Garrison
went before a committee of the Massachusetts
Legislature to protest against expunging some fool-
ish resolutions on record denouncing that famous
Senator.*

But why prolong the description? Let the Abo-
litionists draw their own portraits. They still exist
in the columns of the Liberator. That paper is an
arsenal amply sufficient to furnish arms to a mill-
ion of their assailants. :

‘With all their keenness of vision, the Abolition-
ists never saw anything as it was. With all their
eloquence, they never advocated any cause to a suc-
cessful issue. With all their prophetic power and
practice, they never predicted any event which came
to pass. With all their love of freedom, they con-
stantly increased the burdens of the slaves. De-
manding immediate emancipation, they strove to
retard the overthrow of slavery. Contending for
the dissolution of the Union as the only means of
destroying slavery, they saw slavery destroyed not
only without their aid, but against their protest,

ing effect of American politics, and of contact with slave-holders
—the former, made in the U. 8. Senate, being a four hours’ ar-
gument against the ‘five-headed barbarism of slavery,’ and re-
pudiated by many of the leaders of Republicanism; and the lat-
ter a full admission of the constitutionality of slave-holding, and
an eloquent argument in favor of the election of Lincoln and
Hamlin, both of whom believe in slave-hunting as well as slave-
holding, and who virtually declare in their platform that the no-
ble John Brown was one of the gravest criminals who ever died
by a halter.”
* See ‘“ Warrington Pen Portraits,” page 366.
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while the Union was preserved and made perma-
nent and harmonious.* Incessantly denouncing

* The following letter, written by Col. Asa H. Waters a short
time before his death, is so conclusive in its statcments that it
may appropriately be given a place here.

# Mir.LBURY, Nov. 20th, 1SS6.
““ Mr. Thayer:

“DEAR SIr,—When the Free-soil Party was formed in 48
Garrigon and his party had labored seventeen years and failed to
carry a single town in New England. In one year we put nine-
ty members into the Legislature, the second year we carried
‘Worcester County, and the third year put a Jupiter Tonans—
Charles Sumner—into the very citadel of the slave power. Then,
at a convention in Worcester, Wilson had the party christened
the Republican Party, with the same Free Soil platform, and on
that we elected Lincoln President, and he abolished Slavery.

‘“In all this we had the bitter opposition of Garrison and his
party, which finally clasped hands with the Disunionists of the
South, in a determined effort to break up the Union. Had they
succeeded, so far from abolishing slavery, they would have vast-
ly extended it. The design of the South was to cope in New
Mexico, Arizona, Indian Territory, Utah, and Southern Califor-
nia, and thus build up a great Southern Empire founded on
Slavery. I enclose the resolution in which they proposed the
unholy alliance. A committee was chosen, and I think M. D.
Conway was chairman. The correspondence was never pub-
lished. Secession movements soon after commenced, and in a
little over a year the war broke out. It was suppressed and
slavery abolished by the patriotic Union sentiment of the North,
which always was its predominant political sentiment. ‘Down
with the Disunionists;’ ‘ Death to traitors, slavery or no slavery,’
were the cries that rang through the ranks; and for a long time
the army returned fugitive slaves. At length it was discovered
that the rebels were using their slaves as a means of strength,
which made them contraband of war and liable to confiscation.
Then their obstinate resistance created a ‘military necessity,’
and on these two principles rather than by any authority in the
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the clergy and churches of the Northern States as
the upholders of slavery, they lived to see these
among the foremost agencies in its destruction by
the methods of the Emigrant Aid Company, which
the Abolitionists hated, ridiculed, and opposed.

The following resolutions plainly show how the
disunionists regarded all the political antislavery
parties. The Liberator of September 15, 1848, re-
cords the following resolution, pa.ssed in the A A,
S. Convention :

““ Resolved : That James G. Birney was dropped by the Liberty
party, on the ground that John P. Hale (who was never an Ab-
olitionist) was the more available candidate—and now J. P. Hale

United States Constitution, President Lincoln issued his procla-
mation.

‘““The abolitionists opposed his election, and being non-resist-
ants, were rarely found in the ranks, and they thus failed for
the most part to become identified with the active forces that
abolished slavery.

‘“ And yet, for twenty years the press has been teeming with
their effusions in poetry and prose, to convince the world that
they abolished slavery! They have done much to falsify history,
and produce wrong impressions on the rising generation. A
duty devolves on those who know the facts, to counteract and
set back this tide. But how shall it be done? Where is the
press that can be enlisted?

“I had a long controversy with Oliver Johnson; he finally
jumped the fence and cleared from the field, declaring he never
made the issue that Garrison abolished slavery. The editor
(8lack) said he did. He boasted of being ‘a member of the Re-
publican Party.” In the Greeley campaign of '72 against Grant,
he labored with his Southern allies and they carried six Seuthern
States, but no Northern. That shows his consistency.

‘“Yours respectfully,
v “A. H. WATERS.”
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is superseded by Martin Van Buren (an open enemy of anti-
slavery) for the same reason—which shows that party as devoid
of integrity and fixed principle as either of the others.”

The Liberator, November, 1860, records this res-
olution, adopted by A. A. S. Convention:

““ All who are parties to the Union and supporters of the Con-
stitution and Federal Government are guilty of sustaining the
iniquitous system of slavery.”

The Liberator of June, 1854, has the following
resolution denouncing the Free-soil party (adopted
by A. A.S. Convention) as:

‘“ Devoid of principle, false to the cause of liberty, and utterly
unworthy of the confidence and support of those who would la-
bor effectively for the abolition of slavery.”

The Liberator of June 6, 1856, gives the follow-
ing speech of Wendell Phillips, made before the
N.E. A. A. 8. Convention, in Boston :

““But Mr. Fremont—what claims has be upon the friends of
freedom? Our friend, Theodore Parker, says very truly that he
has got a good wife. Well, if all of us who have got good wives
are to be put up for President, there will be a great many candi-
dates. We used to hear of the goodness of Judge McLean's
wife, and he made more pro-slavery law on the bench than all
the pro-slavery judges put together, in spite of his wife; and now
Mr. Giddings says he is ready to write on his banner even the
name of McLean. At least he said so while there was a Kansas,
but now she is gone, he may rise to a higher thought and be un-
willing to struggle for a broken reed.”

But while these fanatics ridiculed the platforms
of all political parties, they were evidently proud
of principles like the following. At an anniversary
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meeting of the Massachusetts Antislavery Society,
held in Faneuil Hall January 23 and 24, 1850, it
was

““Resolved : That we seek a dissolution of the Union,” etc., . ..
and that

‘' We do hereby declare ourselves the enemies of the Constitu-
tion, Union, and Government of the United States, and the
friends of the new confederacy of States, where there shall be
no union with slave-holders,” etc., . . . and

‘“We proclaim it as our unalterable purpose and determina-
tion to live and labor for a dissolution of the present Union, by
all lawful and just, though bloodless and pacific means,” etc.

On the above, Mr. George Ticknor Curtis com-
ments as follows:

““ Certain obvious reflections will occur to those who may
hereafter read these proceedings in the light of what has actually
occurred. First, that, whether attempted at the North or at the
South, the idea of breaking up the Union and destroying the
Constitution by ‘bloodless and pacific means’ was a chimera,
palpably impossible; . . . secondly, that if it was right for such
sentiments and purposes to be proclaimed in Boston, it was
equally right to proclaim them in Nashville.”—Curtis’s ‘‘ Life of =
‘Webster,” vol. ii., pp. 399, 400.

Such were Garrison and his methods. He began
his work with such anathemas against slave-holders
and all who did not subscribe to his own wild the-
ories that men who before had often expressed
strong antislavery convictions were driven to si-
lence lest they should be confounded with the dis-
unionists.

Dr. Horace Bushnell, in his famous sermon in
1839, said to these fanatics: “ Our clergy used to
set forth on fast-days and other like occasions, as
I recollect with the greatest satisfaction, the na-

7
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tional crime of slavery. And when they prayed
on the subject, they prayed for emancipation—did
it, too, pleno corde, and without adding ingenious
qualifications, as we are driven to do, to show that
we are not members of your society.”

In this way the expression of antislavery senti-
ments was suppressed even among loyal and pa-
triotic clergymen. Political parties were even more
sensitive, and dreaded above all things the charge
of sympathy with Garrisonism.

In support of what has already been sa,ld, some
opinions of eminent authors, statesmen, and jour-
nalists concerning the disunion Abolitionists and
their methods are here introduced. These are only
a minute fraction—not a hundredth part—of what
could easily be furnished. Extending through a
period of thirty years, they present a faithful pict-
ure of these lunatics in every stage of their devel-
opment, or rather of their inverted evolution. They
furnish, too, abundant proof of the utter detesta-
tion and scorn of nearly all the people for this
noisy cabal of irrepressible scolds.

These sickly minds that “fevered into false cre-
ation” had no admirers among sound and healthy
patriots.

Theodore Roosevelt, in his admirable “ Life of
Benton,” sustains the preceding views with charac-
teristic courage and ability as follows

‘“The cause of the Abolitionists has had such a halo shed
round it by the after-course of events, which in reality they did
very little to shape, that it has been usual to speak of them with
absurdly exaggerated praise. . . .
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““ The Abolition societies were only in a very restricted de-
gree the causes of the growing feeling in the North against
slavery : they are rather to be regarded as themselves manifes-
tations of that feeling. . . .

‘“ When the Abolitionist movement started it was avowedly
designed to be cosmopolitan in character; the originators look-
ed down upon any merely national or patriotic feeling. This
again deservedly took away from their influence. In fact, it
would have been most unfortunate had a majority of the North-
erners been from the beginning in hearty accord with the Abo-
litionists; at the best, it would bave resulted at that time in the
disruption of the Union and the perpetuation of slavery in the
South. . . . :

‘“ But slavery was an interest common to the whole South.
When it was felt to be in any way menaced, all Southerners
came together for its protection; and from the time of the rise
of the Abolitionists onward the Separatist movement throughout
the South began to identify itself with the maintenance of sla-
very, and gradually to develop greater and greater strength. . . .

‘“Owing to a variety of causes, the Abolitionists have received
a vast amount of hysterical praise, which they do not deserve,
and have been credited with deeds done by other men whom
they in reality hampered and opposed rather than aided. After
1840, the professed Abolitionists formed but a small and com-
paratively unimportant portion of the forces that were working
towards the restriction and ultimate destruction of slavery; and
much of what they did was positively harmful to the cause for
which they were fighting. Those of their number who consid-
ered the Constitution as a league with death and hell, and who
therefore advocated a dissolution of the Union, acted as ration-
ally as would anti-polygamists nowadays, if, to show their dis-
approval of Mormonism, they should advocate that Utah should
be allowed to form a separate nation. The only hope of ulti-
mately suppressing slavery lay in the preservation of the Union,
and every Abolitionist who argued or signed a petition for its
dissolution was doing as much to perpetuate the evil he com-
plained of as if he had been a slave-holder. . . .

“The Liberty party was not in any sense the precursor of the
Republican party, which was based as much on expediency as
abstract right, and was thercefore able to accomplish good in-
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stead of harm. To say that the extreme Abolitionists triumphed
in Republican success and were causes of it, is as absurd as it
would be to call Prohibitionists successful if, after countless
futile efforts totally to prohibit the liquor traffic, and after
savage denunciation of those who try to regulate it, they should
then turn round and form a comparatively insignificant portion
of a victorious high-license party.”

The five quotations which follow are from states-
men and journalists of world-wide fame. They
were contemporary with the Garrison anarchists,
and knew whereof they spoke. The well-consid-
ered words of John Quincy Adams, Thurlow Weed,
Richard H. Dana, Jr., Horace Greeley, and Samuel
Bowles will be good authority with the American
people long after the Garrison eulogists shall have
ceased to falsify history.

The following extracts are quoted from the diary
of John Quincy Adams:

‘¢ September, 1837.—Lundy and the Abolitionists generally are
constantly urging me to indiscreet movements, which would
ruin me, and weaken and not strengthen their cause,

¢« November, 1838.—Dr. Channing appeared to entertain great
apprehensions for the Union, and deep concern at the violence
of the abolition spirit. . . . The result of their interposition has
been hitherto mischievous and, I believe, injurious to their own
cause.

¢ September, 1889.—But this, I suppose, emanates from the en-
thusiasm of antislavery, not yet refrigerated, as with the great
mass of Abolitionists it has been, by the dampers which I have
put upon their senseless and overbearing clamor for the imme-
diate, total, uncompensated abolition of slavery in the District
of Columbia.

““ August, 1840.—QGarrison and the non-resistant Abolitionists,
Brownson and the Marat Democrats, phrenology, and animal
maguetism all come in, furnishing each some plausible rascality
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as an ingredient for the bubbling caldron of religion and poli-
tics.”

Thurlow Weed (page 806, ¢ Memoirs ”) says:

‘“ With opponents of slavery, led by John Quincy Adams, I
lived and labored in harmony and zeal. We were eternally op-
posed by Birney, Goodell, Garrison, and other Abolitionists,
who, in election so cast their third party’ vote as to elect pro-
slavery Governors, Congressmen, and Presidents. Finally, by
defeating Mr. Clay, they brought Texas into the Union as a slave
State. That class of Abolitionists threw themselves across the
track of all healthful political organization.” ’

Again, on page 305, ho says:

‘“ William Lloyd Garrison closed his review of thirty years of
editorial service with an article glorying at the prospect of dis-
union. .. . In a speech at Boston, Wendell Phillips said: ‘Let
the South march off; with flags and trumpets we will speed the
parting guest. Let her not stand upon the order of her going,
but go at once. @Give her. forts, arsenals, and sub-treasuries,
Give her jewels of silver and gold, and rejoice that she has de-
parted. All hail disunion!’”

Richard H. Dana, Jr., March 1861, in a speech
made in Manchester, N. H., said :

““ These Abolitionists at the North of whom I speak, left to
themselves, and of their own force, attract little attention and
have little influence. Their disconnection from politics, their
secession attitude, their disunion purposes, render it so. I have
known them from my college days, and I do not see but that
they have the same orators and much the same audiences they
had then. Ido not see that they have added one convert of note
to their ranks, or even kept pace with the increase of population.
Their organ is the Liberator. Who sees the Liberator? Is it
sold at our railroad-stations, or in our horse-cars or steam-cars,
or at our steamboat-landings, or hawked in the streets? Iseea
. good deal of what is going on in Boston, but to the best of my
recollection I never saw it but once in my life, and then it was
sent to me by mail from a Southern city.”
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New York Tribune, December, 1860 :

HORACE GREELEY ON WENDELL PHILLIPS'S ‘“HO-
' LIER THAN THOU.”

“‘Did you ever, says Rabelais, ‘see a dog with a marrow-
bone in his mouth—the beast of all others, accordiug to Plato,
the most philosophical? If you have seen him, you might have
remarked with what devotion and circumspection he wards and
watches it; with what care he keeps it; how fervently he holds
it; how prudently he gobbles it; with what affection he breaks
it; and with what diligence he sucks it.” Antislavery is Mr.
Phillips's bone, and no man can venture to indulge in a little
philanthropy without provoking from that gentleman a sub-
acidulous snarl. He dotes only on those who disagree with him,
and all his converts immediately become the objects, not, per-
haps, of his jealousy, but certainly of his suspicion. He loves
his enemies because it is so delightful to pummel them, and he
dilates with pleasure over some fresh and uncommon wicked-
ness, just as a surgeon admires a large ulcer better than a cheek
which health has incarnadined. . . . Mr. Phillips is a close-com-
munion reformer. You must take the wine out of his cup, or
you shall not have a drop. You must receive the bread from
his plate, or you shall not swallow a scrap. . . . A bigot of liber-
ality, a sectarian anti-sectarian, a sour philanthropist, is not a
pleasing object. Mr. Phillips should remember that hostility to
human bondage cannot be monopolized by seven men in Corn-
hill, Boston; and that a presidential election is of more conse-
quence in the world’s turmoil than six ‘ antislavery bazaars.’. . .
He lacks largeness of views to that deplorable extent that he
cannot conceive of a tempest outside of a teapot. A little con-
vention in a little village passing a little series of little resolu-
tions, and just a little disturbed by the lewd and base, is to Mr.
Phillips the moat august of all possible human gatherings. . . .
It is his misfortune, as it is that of the handful who consort with
him, that they look at large events through the large end of the
telescope, while, when little affairs are to be scrutinized, there is
no microscope powerful enough to satisfy their desire for mag-
nificence. . . . Everything must be done in the routine of a
clique. You must subscribe for the Liberator. You must be
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mobbed twice a year—once in New York and once in Boston.
You must think as Mr. Garrison thinks, and you must not think
as anybody else thinks. If you are found faithful in these things
you are esteemed faithful in all. . . . Our only doubt is whether
it is even worth while to set them right. Perhaps it would be
most merciful to leave a mill-horse to stagger in his circle to the
end, for he will fall down if taken out of it, and even if he should
survive the transplantation he will be utterly useless for the
plain, straightforward highway.”

Daily Evening Traveller, Boston, Mass., May 29,
1857:
SAMUEL BOWLES'S EDITORIAL.

“ The great majority of the Garrisonian party forfeit all claim
to our esteem by being blasphemous, vituperative, coarse, and
vile in their manners and language. We need not instance a
man named Foss, who has the impudence to claim the title Rev-
erend, and who began a sentence in a speech at New York week
before last with the phrase, ‘I hate the Union,” and ended it by
saying, ‘I hate Jesus Christ.” All the leaders of the Garrisonian
party sat around, but no one of them rebuked the monstrous
blasphemy. The specch was circulated through all the Southern
papers, and Mr. Foss was denounced as ‘a Republican.” If he
had died in his cradle he would have done better by himself
than to have lived to commit this sin.

“ The same style of thought has been manifested at this gath-
ering in the Melodeon. We listened yesterday to the compre-
hensive abuse uttered by Mr. Higginson, who also claims to be a
minister of the gospel. If we had stayed five minutes longer
than we did, and his effect had been equal to his effort, we should
have been convinced that the population of the world consisted
of one billion of depraved wretches and one perfect man named
Higginson. It was just so with the whole of them, the same
eternal whine, redeemed only in the case of Wendell Phillips by
eloquence.

¢ All such stuff does harm. The few Garrisonians whom we
believe honcst in uttering it, we wish could bLe brought under
different influences, for they are unconsciously injuring the anti-
slavery cause. They are sustaining by their weight of character
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an organization four-fifths of whose members are selfish or indis-
creet men and unsexed women; an organization which has be-
come fruitless, and will die in the next generation. . . .

‘“ For the remainder of the Garrisonian party, the strong-mind-
ed women, and the professional humanitarians who earn their
daily bread by injuring the noble cause they propose to serve,
we have no feelings but of ridicule and contempt. It is useless
to meet them in argument. They are not worth treating with
pity. One of their peculiarities is a key to their whole charac-
ter. The nearer a well-behaved man comes to their professed
antislavery doctrines, the more vilely they abuse him.”

Without distracting the attention of the reader
by useless comment, I here submit to his judgment
twenty-two letters and editorials from writers in
widely separated localities, and all contemporary
with those whom they criticise. These are only
representative; a thousand more of like import
could be readily furnished.

Extract from a letter of Rev. John Guthrie to
George Thompson, in the Glasgow Christian Wit-
ness, 1851 :

““ What is this organization—this American Antislavery Soci-
ety—to which we must all succumb, and after which British
‘ Evangelicals,” with Mr. George Thompson at their head, must
be content to be dragged through the infidel mire? What but a
miserable faction—a minute fraction of the American people—a
seething caldron of infidel and anarchical agitation, comprising
the various shades of rationalism in New England, and sending
forth agents on a crusade against both the Church and the State,
some of whom are apostate ministers, and are as audacious blas-
phemers as ever polluted with their foul breath the moral atmos-
phere of our world?. ..

““There are some things worse than slavery, or even war.
Infidelity is worse; anarchy is worse. If war slays its thou-
sands, one week’s anarchy, on either side of the Atlantic, would
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slay its myriads and its millions. The Garrisonians seek to
compass the triumph of both.”

Editorial on Garrison Abolitionists in the Glas-
gow Christian News, 1852 :

‘“The gentlemen whom I refer to are men of peace. They
would not handle daggers—no, not they! They would not han-
dle them, but they speak them ; they write them. Like the
apocalyptic monster, they have horns like a lamb, but they speak
like a dragon. They base Abolitionism on directly infidel prin-
ciples. They propose infidel resolutions at public meetings.
They do their utmost to identify Christianity and slavery, and
to inoculate with this poison every fugitive slave who comes in
their way; and instead of contenting themselves with striking at
slavery through whatever churches and other influences they
can, without questioning their motives or their honest desire to
sce slavery abolished, we yet venture to say that on too many
occasions they seem to be most in their element when they aim
a blow through slavery at the very heart of the churches and of
that holy religion of which, with all their faults, the American
churches are the shrines.”

Detroit Free Press, November, 1853 :

*“ What sort of friends to the slave are Garrison, Abby Kelly,
or the other kindred spirits that congregate at Abolition conven-
tions? They deem it a humane act to steal negroes from their
masters, run them into Canada, and there leave them to starve;
but so actuated by ¢ principle ’ are they that they would not con-
tribute a dollar to purchase all the slaves in Christendom. - And
they would be satisfied with no plan by which slavery should be
gradually abolished. Immediate abolition, regardless of conse-
quences, is their watchword, or no abolition at all. Impractica-
ble on every subject, their influence is all for evil—in no respect
for good.

‘‘But the infidelity of this sect, their attacks upon the Chris-
tian Church and the Christian religion, their assaults upon the
Bible, and their denial of God, we desire to hold up to public at-
tention and public reprobation. The evil is, perhaps, one that

*
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will best cure itself ; but right-thinking men, no matter what
may be their peculiar opinions in regard to slavery, should dis-
courage, in all proper ways, the propagation of doctrines which
so inevitably lead to infidelity.”

Boston Bee, May, 1853

*“A Voice FroM GARrRIsoN.—William Lloyd Garrison made
a speech yesterday at the Melodeon, in which he boasted that he
stood outside the Union; and furthermore he thanked God he
was not recognized as a Christian! No one will doubt the first
part of his remark, and the only regret we have, in common with
American citizens generally, is that he is not corporeally out of
the country. .As to the latter part of the sentence, we may say
that there is no danger of as black an infidel as there is in the
nation being taken for a Christian. Any one who has heard
this blasphemous reviler of the Church, the Bible, and religion
for the past fifteen years will smile at his Tom Paine sensitive-
ness lest he be regarded for what the decent part of the world
respect and reverence.”

Milford (N. ) Republican (Free-soil), June,
1858:

“IN ForLr Brast.—The real Simon Pure Abolitionists have
been in convention in New York. Time does not seem to tem-
per their zeal with discretion. The sentiments expressed were
a curious mixture of rampant antislavery intolerance, a slight
dash of common-sense, with any amount of political crotchets
and crudities, treasonable denunciations of the Union, which
Wendell Phillips wished to send to the devil, and frothy ravings
against the religious institutions of the country.”

Boston Daily Mail, May, 1853 :

‘“NEW ENGLAND ANTISLAVERY CONVENTION.—There seems
no present or prospective amelioration of the insanity with
which this society is so unhappily afflicted, and which has ren-
dered a class of men and women really efficient as good citi-
zens, and at one time presenting an organization commanding at
least some support, to the unenviable position of buffoons to
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amuse the thoughtless and to excite the pity and compassion of
sensible men. The ‘New England Antislavery Society,’ so far
as influence indicates progress, is rapidly retrograding, and in a
few years will number very few members outside of the insane
asylums.”

Editorial in Boston Bee, May 26, 1853 :

‘“ Who and what are the men who make up the Abolition
party? We are sorry to say, for the good reputation of New
England, that they are for the most part an irresponsible, shift-
less, belligerent, and dangerous sort of men. We refer to the
leaders. Take Garrison, the filibuster, who is a fair specimen
of one of its two wings, Parker Pillsbury, the blasphemer, being
a sample of the other. Do they weigh a feather in the commu-
nity, outside of their fanatical hobbyism? Garrison long ago
became an alien in this community. His words are listened to
‘with the same ear, and are given as much or as little heed to, as
the ravings of a confirmed maniac, which they so much resem-
ble. ...

“It is men of this stamp who form the Abolition party of
New England—insane destructionists at home, destructively in-
sane abroad. It is such men who meet at the Melodeon, year
after year, as to-day, to concoct new schemes of moral villany,
hatch up new ways of sedition, and then strew them over New
England and such other Northern States as it is safe and profita-
ble to visit. . . . What has Abolitionism done but to make new
chains for the slave, and to create new and extreme necessities
for the master? What has it done but to injure the slave, and
put back his emancipation an indefinite time? What has it ac-
complished but to throw blocks in the way of progress—to stay
the course of real humanity? Nothing. . .. Where is abolition
going ? Plainly, to ¢ts grave. But not without gnashings, gasp-
ings, and all manner of deathly struggles. Its proselytes will
not easily give up the ghost in death, any more than they have
given up phantoms while living. Life is tenacious in everything
that is foul and monstrous. It will be so here. But it must
come to it. Its doom is fixed. It dwindles yearly. Its num-
bers to-day are far less than five years ago. Men of sense, who
once swelled its ranks, hoping to do some good to the slave, long
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ago found the means proposed by Abolitionism as entirely with-
out good effect. They found the men engaged in the cause to
be heartless beyond account, and as unprincipled and selfish and
mercenary as they were heartless. Hence the party shrunk into
a faction, and from a faction into a shadow, till it is now the
disgust and disgrace and execration of the wise and decent of
cvery community.”

New York Herald (editorial), 1853 :

‘“THE ABOLITION FANATICS OF NEW ENGLAND.

‘‘From the proceedings of the late Abolition Convention, held
in Boston, which we published Monday, our readers will have
discovered the desperate straits to which the rabid fanatics of
the Lloyd Garrison school have been driven. Their platform
has been reduced to two planks—hostility to Christianity and
the Bible, and all possible assistance, in violation of the laws, to
the escape of fugitive slaves.

““But to such rabid excess have these crazy wretches carried
their impotent malignity, that they have tabooed John P. Hale,
because he was charged with being in favor of the erection of a
monument to Henry Clay. They denounce Charles Sumner as
being too amiable among the slave-holders of the United States
Senate; and they repudiate all those faithless Abolitionists who
were weak enough to join in any of the public manifestations of
regret for the death of Danicl Webster. More than this, they
have determined to strike at the very root of the evil. They
have determined to abolish the churches of all denominations,
to abolish the Bible, to abolish the principles of Christianity
which it inculcates, and to establish a new code of morals and
religion, which shall recognize the entire enormities of slavery
and the duty of all men and all women of the North to rally to
the extermination of it by fire and sword. . . . The convention, a
sort of summing up of the various Abolition orgies of the year,
stands adjourned for a twelve-month. It is manifest they are
doing a losing business. Even in Massachusetts such miserable
creatures as have figured for a dozen years past at these Abolition
conventicles are beginning to be regarded, at least in the aggre-
gate, as & public nuisance. The deluded victims of Garrison &
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Co., who have been supplying their funds from year to year, no
doubt suspect at last that it does not pay, at the price, to support
such fellows for nothing in exchange but windy, filthy speeches
and the most bold-faced hypocrisy and humbug. Let their sup-
plies be stopped altogether, and let them go to some honest call-
ing. We trust that this will be the end of their Abolition trick-
ery and thimblerigging.”

New York Independent, January 38, 1856 :

““Of the converts to spiritualism, almost all of them were in-
fidels, and some of them, like Garrison, of the most degraded
class.”

Keene (N. H.) Sentinel, March, 1846 (editorial):

It is well the Garrison, Phillips, Foster, and Abby Kelly fa-
natics can have but little or no influence by promulgating the
abominable doctrines that the American Church must be de-
stroyed and the Union dissolved! It has been the doctrine of
the Liberator until the last year, that slavery in the South would
be destroyed by the influence of the free States. . . . Where is
the philosophy so much boasted of before in this movement?
They seem willing that slavery shall exist now and in all com-
ing time at the South, if the free States can only be a nation by
themselves. This movement shows a heartlessness to us unsur-
passed by no pro-slavery party in the free States. Indeed, we
know of no such party.”

Lockport Daily Courier, January, 1846 (editorial):

‘It cannot be denied that the horrors of slavery have been
vastly increased, and the area of its domains immeasurably ex-
tended, through the systematic and ill-advised efforts of North-
ern Abolitionists. .

‘“The South, aroused by the efforts of the North to wrest from
them the system of slavery, planned and carried through the
scheme of annexation. For this extension of slavery we believe
the North is wholly responsible. It was a slave project, planned
and consummated because of the belligerent attitude of the North
towards the domestic institutions of the South; and the North
need hope for no better success in the future, so long as the
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same course is pursued towards the South. We are not plead-
ing for slavery. We hate the entire system as thoroughly and
cordially as any man living; and hence we are inclined to de-
nounce what experience has taught is calculated to retard the
progress of emancipation, though the opposite may be the orig-
inal intention. Taunt the slave-holder, and the stripes of the
slave will pay for it; but tell him that the Northern farmer, with
far less land and capital, with a quarter of the labor, makes twice
as much money every five years as the planter and slave-holder,
and he will listen to you. Publish these facts among the people
and a popular feeling will be aroused, before which slavery must
wither and perish,”

Hoverhill (Mass.) Gazette, January, 1846 (edito-
rial):

‘“ Abolition takes the same course. Reasonable men have long
been aware of the evils of slavery; its inconsistency with our
highest pretensions to being the friends of liberty, and its total
disregard of the natural rights of man. A new impulse was
greatly needed to impress these truths more forcibly upon the
national ear, and had a few such men as Channing and C. M.
Clay arisen, without the ultradsts, who had the folly to suppose
that they were about to break the chains of three million of bond-
men by noise and clamor, declamation and denunciation, there
is no telling what immense good might have been accomplished.
But when the lead of the movement fell into the hands of a few
men, for whose insane self-sufficiency all the millions of slaves
left after the liberation of a few by colonization was not enough
to operate upon—and who spent more breath in denouncing all
who did not confide in their omnipotence and assist in blowing
their bellows, than in argument against slavery—and the tragic,
comical farce was ended by using up the political power of the
party to assist the slave-holders in extending the ‘area of slavery’
over half a continent.”

New York Christian Inquirer, May, 1857 (edito-
rial):

*“The Kansas excitement took the wind out of their sails, by
doing their business better than they could, and the Supreme
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Court has finished them. Little seems left of a set of admirable
orators, unsurpassed debaters, armed at all points—magnificently
unscrupulous, sublimely impudent, gloriously extravagant men
used to making grand, exciting specches once a week, year in
and year out—always expected to stun the audience, and always
fulfilling the expectations—but now out of business—and prac-
tising as amateurs at their old calling. As thesoap-boiler, on quit-
ting the firm, reserved the right to come in on ‘melting days,’

8o the antislavery gladiators claim the privilege of occupying .

their old place on anniversary week. And really it would seri-
ously detract from the charms and even the uses of that occasion,
if this extraordinary class of public speakers were to disappear.
Practice makes perfect, and we have never had a school in which
all the excellencies and all the defects—all that should be copied
and all that should be shunned in popular eloquence, have been
so perfectly ripened. The windflowers and the sunflowers—
never the poppies—of rhetoric have all bloomed in utmost per-
fection on the Abolition rod. Argument and sophistry, sense
and madness, principles and personalities, piety and profanity,
noble aspirations and grovelling blasphemy, all have found their
aptest tongues on their platforms.”

From the Eastern (Me.) Argus, 1852 (editorial) :

‘¢ As to the Abolitionists and the Abolition philanthropy, the
latter is a cheat and the former are a set of miserable hypocrites.
There is not an honest man among them. . . . The true Abolition-
ists are the descendants of the Tories of the Revolution and are
themselves always found on the side of their country’s enemies.
They are a treacherous, hypocritical, ungenerous, and unchari-
table set of fanatics, deserving only the contempt of their neigh-
bors, and unworthy the good opinion of all who value the peace
and prosperity of their country. 'We do not in the least misrep-
resent their character. How unjust, is it not, to hold the entire
North responsible for the ravings and buffoonery exhibited by a
few fools, who are better fitted for the mad-house than they are
to enjoy the privileges of sensible citizens.”

Boston Times, August, 1854 (editorial):

““ STABILITY OF THE UNION.—Mr, Garrison is such an ass as to
believe that the dissolution of the Union would prove beneficial to
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the slaves of the South; and so he fires away at the Union with all
his might and strength—and with just about as much effect as
King Canute’s commands had on the advancing tide. Hislabors
have ceased to excite any feelings whatever. Neither indignation,
nor wonder, nor laughter is born of them. Men take them as they
take any other nuisance that is unavoidable under the conditions
of existence; as they take hot weather, the prevalence of cholera,
short crops, or any other similar visitation. This has been their
conduct for years past, and the best effects have followed from
it. Had they acted differently—and had Mr. Garrison’s longings
for persecution and martyrdom been gratified—had his office
been torn down, his press destroyed and his person maltreated—
had scoundrel judges, as beneath Jeffries in principle as above
him in meanness, been allowed to twist and pervert the law and
cause timid jurymen to convict him against both law and justice,
half the population of the free States would long since have be-
come abolitionized, and the Union, perhaps, have been in much
danger. But these things have not been done. Mr. Garrison
has been allowed to roar and rave and madden round the land,
and to curse the Union and burn copies of the Constitution as
much and as often as it has suited him to do so, without inter-
ference from any quarter; and what has resulted from all his
sayings and doings? Is the Union less strong, less beloved, less
dear to the people than it was when he commenced his labors?
By no means. Is the Constitution less respected because the
same gentleman has on several occasions served it as Queen
Mary served poor John Rogers, in spite of claims to mercy
founded on a fruitful wife and a dozen children? Not at all.
Mr. Garrison bas been reduced to utter insignificance because
people have had the sense not to convert him into a hero, a
martyr, and a saint, the usual process by which gentlemen of
his class arrive at the honors of canonization.”

Horace Greeley, in “The Great American Con-
flict,” vol. i., page 117, confirms the preceding views
as follows:

““ There was a large and steadily increasing class who, though

decidedly antislavery, refused either to withhold their votes or
to throw them away on candidates whose election was impos-
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sible, but persisted in voting at nearly every election, so as to
effect good and prevent evil to the extent of their power. . . .

‘““Thousands, whose consciences and hearts would naturally
have drawn them to the side of humanity and justice, were re-
pelled by vociferous representations that to do so would iden-
tify them with the ‘disunion’ of Wendell Phillips, the ‘radi-
calism’ of Henry C. Wright, and the ‘infidelity’ of Pillsbury,
Parker, and Garrison.”

Denounced in the bitterest terms by all the lead-
ing journals in the country, ¢ detested, shunn’d by
saint an’ sinner,” these Garrison disunionists did
nothing but harm during the entire period of their
spiteful work. They greatly increased the burdens
of the slaves, and hindered the expression of anti-
slavery sentiment in the North. Next to a State
prison uniform, politicians dreaded ‘the taint of
Garrisonism.” Hated everywhere in the North as
much as in the South, they had no following but
of cranks and monomaniacs like themselves.

More humiliating, however, than all the criticisms
of others are their own confessions that all their
work and worry of more than a quarter of a cen-
tury were an absolute failure. Here is the confes-
sion of Wendell Phillips, made twenty-seven years
after the founding of the Liberator.

Evening Traveller, May 28,1857

‘“Report oF THE N, E. A. A. S. CONVENTION IN BosTON.—
‘Wendell Phillips declared the Tract Society an organization not
worthy the support of antislavery men. . .. Mr. Phillips said
that Henry Ward Beecher, Cheever, and the Republican Party
were most dangerous to the Abolition cause, which was pitted
against the Government, the pulpit, and the institutions which
held men in bondage, body and soul. So far as government
‘was concerned, the Abolition cause up to this time has been a
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failure. Slavery has put down its foot and kept it there, and
led you on, year after year, from victory to victory. . . . One by
one the institutions of the country have gone over to the slave
power—the Missionary Society, the Tract Society, the ‘South
Side Adamses’—and we are left alone.”

William Lloyd Garrison said, in the R.I. A. A. 8.
Convention, May 2, 1856 (see Liberator, May 2,
1856): :

““ There is no hope for Kansas; for what can be done against
the Government? The real antislavery strength of the North is
comparatively weak. The Government has little to fear in this
quarter.”

Numerous other confessions by the same authors,
and of like character, could be furnished from the
files of the Liberator, but the most graphic and
conclusive of all is that of Theodore Parker, al-
ready recorded in a former chapter. In intellect-
ual power, in breadth of view, and in logical argu-
ment, Mr. Parker had no rival among the radical
Abolitionists.

During all this quarter of a century of futile
Abolition effort, slavery had steadily advanced,
without effective opposition. The Northern States
were waiting for some method of decisive action
against the great evil that would not endanger the
Constitution and the Union. They were loyal to
the Government and hostile to Garrison’s methods.
To unite these States in active, earnest, and effect-
ive opposition to slavery was a work far beyond
the power of the Garrisonites. ,

They had united the North against themselves—
never against slavery. By denouncing all that the
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people cherished, they became what the people
hated. To sow the wind and reap the whirlwind
was their pleasing occupation. “To be a good
Garrisonian,” said Mr. Greeley, “a man must be
mobbed twice a year—once in New York, and once
in Boston.” To prove themselves worthy of their
name, they seemed to make great efforts to secure
this distinction. Sometimes they succeeded. To-
day the same class of men would attain their ob-
ject much more readily. We know now the cost
and the value of the Union, and might not listen
so quietly as we did before the Civil War to in-
sulting demands for its dissolution.



CHAPTER X.

THE PROGRESS OF THE CRUSADE.

Having in the last four chapters done simple
justice, both to the helping and hindering agencies
in making Kansas free, I return to the history of
our progress in the Crusade, and of our continued
success, soon to culminate in the full attainment of
our objects—freedom victorious and slavery van-
quished.

Returning from Buffalo by way of New York
City, I organized there an Emigrant Aid Company
consisting of the following corporators and others:

Charles King, Benjamin F. Butler, William C.
Russell, Jonathan J. Coddington, Rensselaer N.
Havens, Cyrus Curtis, Samuel Leeds, Jr., Charles
'W. Elliot, and Fanning C. Tucker, of New York;
and John Hooker, Stephen W. Kellogg, John Boyd,
William H. Russell, Charles L. English, Timothy
Dwight, Charles B. Lines, Julius Pratt, and Charles
Ives, of Connecticut.

R. N. Havens was chosen actuary.

As the New York Legislature was not in session,
a charter for this company was procured from the
Legislature of Connecticut. Having perfected this
organization, I returned to Massachusetts to raise
the second colony. Though this was three times
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as large as the first, it was gathered with much less
effort. It left Boston in August, and in September
joined the first colony in Lawrence, now settled in
their rude homes.

“The second band of emigrants (sixty-six in number) for Kan-
sas left Boston on Tuesday afternoon, and were joined at differ-
ent places by other parties, so that at Albany the company num-
bered one hundred and fifty or more. Previous to starting from
the city, the emigrants assembled in the Lincoln Street depot,
and sang the song by Whittier, beginning:

““ “We cross the prairies, as of old
The Pilgrims crossed the sea,
To make the West, as they the East,
The homestead of the Free.’
** They also sang the original hymn, beginning:

¢ ¢ From Eastern hill and valley,

From Ocean’s distant shore,

‘We come with hearts rejoicing,
And on by thousands pour.

"Tis Freedom calls us hither,
For Freedom’s sake we roam;

’Mid Western wilds, in Freedom’s cause,
‘We'll make our happy home.’”

There was an immense gathering at the station,
who gave the emigrants cheer upon cheer as they
began their Western pilgrimage.

Two of the company’s agents—Charles Robinson
and Samuel C. Pomeroy—had charge of this colony
during its long Westward journey. All the way
from Boston to St. Louis they received most enthu-
siastic ovations, proving beyond question the in-
tense interest of the Northern people in this grand
crusade for freedom. This is well shown by the
following editortal in the Abany Fvening Journal
of August 30th, written by Thurlow Weed:
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““The second Kansas party from Massachusetts (with twenty-
five from New York) reached this city last night about eleven
o’clock. They were threc hundred strong.

“New England, which has given millions of her sons and
daughters to the great West, never sent out a more sturdy set of
men, nor one having a more holy mission. They will place their
mark upon the political, intellectual, and social character of Kan-
sas. Involuntary servitude can find no resting-place where such
men rule. And that they and others like them will rule Kansas
is becoming every day more and more apparent. . .. It was very
gratifying to witness the interest felt by a large number of our
citizens on the arrival of these three hundred freemen. A meet-
ing had been called early in the evening to make arrangements
for their reception, and a large crowd remamed till half-past
eleven o’clock to bid them welcome.

““The interview was deeply interesting and impressive. The
purpose of their mission, and the gratifying enthusiasm with
which they have entered upon it, could not fail to awaken emo-
tions which found expression in befitting congratulations. The
meeting—held in the large parlors of the Delavan House—was
continued till after midnight. We have seldom witnessed a
more interesting reunion, or one better calculated to awaken the
zeal of the patriot. There was real sublimity in the spectacle
presented by these three hundred men, leaving their old New
Englaud bomes for the far West, in order to rescue a vast Ter-
ritory from the sin and curse of slavery. Never was there a
more holy crusade, or one pregnant with more glorious results.
All honor to the noble men who have given their hands and
their hearts to the noble work.”

This article also proves how powerful an aid in
saving Kansas was the Northern press, of which I
shall soon have more to say. It was widely quoted
and had much influence. It created faith, inspired
courage, and stimulated action.

Editorials similar in patriotic zeal to Mr. Weed’s
were published in all the cities and large towns
through which our colonies passed. All ovations
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given by crowds of patriots everywhere on the
route were faithfully recorded. During the Kan-
sas crusade volumes of such stirring narrations and
appeals were made by the patriotic press. As space
will not, allow me to quote them here, Mr. Weed’s
must be taken as a representative of all.

Let us here observe the progress in our work al-
ready made, and the new agencies enlisted to assist
in carrying it forward to victory.

There was great enthusiasm everywhere aroused
by the simple fact that two colonies had already
gone to the disputed Territory. People were now
everywhere convinced that the method of this com-
pany was to be action against slavery, and not res-
olution-making—to be work, and not talk. The
great mass of the Northern patriots had been wait-
ing for many years for some practical demonstration
of this kind. Our company was conservative and
law-abiding. We contemplated no violence, unless
to repel violence. We were all for the Union and
the Constitution. Standing upon such impregna-
ble ground, the patriots of all parties began to com-
bine in our support. They were. ready for action.
For thirty-five years a few politicians had been fir-
ing off resolutions against the extension of slavery,
while a sentimental cabal had also fired off their
resolutions against its existence. These paper pel-
lets produced no more effect upon the castellated
bastions of the ¢ Black Power” than cannon-wads,
without shot, would have had upon an adamantine
fortress. Here was something quite unlike pictures
of auction-blocks and manacles. Iere was some-
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thing quite unlike raving appeals in antislavery ba-
zaars, and sickly resolutions against the Union, the
clergy, and the churches. ‘
These pioneers had nothing to say about “the
iniquity of slavery,” or the “sin of its extension ”;
but they had determined, without any words or
resolutions, to show their purpose by their action.
With grim defiance in their hearts, they went to
make their own bodies a barrier against any further
domination of the slave power. Where in history
can be found the record of moral grandeur surpass-
ing this? Where any to equal it? The records of
the human race furnish no such examples of prin-
ciple or patriotism. All other migrations were as
inferior to this as men are inferior to angels.

But it was not alone what our brave colonies had
done in thus giving all they had and all they were
to freedom, but also their power, by their letters to
their friends in their old homes, to extend the in-
fluence of this great movement. Fortunately, near-
ly all these colonists were ready writers. Many of
them were liberally educated. No sooner had they
constructed their rude cabins than their letters be-
gan to be forwarded to the East. In these every
incident of pioneer life was faithfully pictured from
day to day; the great natural advantages of the
country forcibly presented, and their own deter-
mination to see Kansas a free State and slavery cir-
cumscribed, written down with such evident will
and vigor that whoever read was at once inspired
with zcal. DBut the result of these letters, ¢ thick
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as leaves in Vallombrosa,” was something infinitely

better than zeal; it was action. If one letter was

sent to a town, copies of it were made and every

citizen had a chance to read it. Young and spirited

men volunteered to go and share with their brave

- comrades the duties and the dangers of this new
way of fighting slavery. For three or four months
my own voice had been the only one urging this
action. Now at least two hundred pens, all in
awful earnest, reinforced my arguments. But this
number of coworkers was to go on increasing with
great and greater rapidity, as it did to the very end
of the great conflict.

Here is one incident to show how these letters
united all parties in the North in the cause of free
Kansas. In the spring of 1855 I went to speak in
a little town in New Hampshire. Arriving at the
hotel two or three hours before the time of the
evening meeting, I left my satchel at the house,
but did not put down my name, as I wished to go
about the village and observe without being ob-
served. The post-office was in the village store.
Letters were displayed in the window so that the
addresses could be read in the street. I observed

.there a letter postmarked with a pen, “ Lawrence,
K.T.” The people going by soon discovered it and
gave a boy a few cents to go and bring the man to
whom it was addressed. Meanwhile the waiting
number was increasing. Soon came the owner of
the letter and opened it. The clamor was, “ Read
it aloud.” This he did; but when he had finished,
others had come who had not heard the first part

8
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of it. It was read in this way the second, third,
and fourth time. Then one of the young men re-
quested and obtained a copy for the county paper.
The result was that the letter of my helper in Law-
rence was probably read by almost every one in
that county. Who can ever tell the influence of
that single letter? But already we had, so early
in the movement, two hundred such letter-writers
in Lawrence. That was already a power; but
what a force would twenty thousand such writers
be, when within a few months they would begin to
wield their pens, and, if need be, their swords also,
for free Kansas!

In the evening we had the church full of people
to listen to my appeals for pioneers. The letter,
four times read at the store, was again read at the
meeting. After the meeting, a dozen or more went
with me to the hotel and stayed three hours to talk
about the prospects of “the battle-ground of free-
dom.” Several young men went from that town
to Springfield, Massachusetts, to join the next colo-
ny. In our conversation at the hotel I asked the
gathering about me, What are your politics? Are
you Whigs, Democrats, or Free-soilers? “ We have
no such party feelings now ; but we are all for Kan-
sas a free State. That is our party, and the fight
in Kansas for freedom is our fight.” This grand
crusade in this way obliterated the old party lines
and made in a short time the Republican party,
and also made that party the controlling power of
the nation.

To some of my readers the above claim may seem
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an unwarrantable assumption. It has not yet been
recognized by our historians. A careful study, how-
ever, of the events in this crusade and conflict will
find it sustained by abundant proof.

But another important agency had now come to
the rescue of freedom—the press of the free States,
secular and religious, and of all political parties.
From the beginning of the movement we had the
aid of the Boston Daily Advertiser and the Chris-
tian Register. Each of these papers was always
waiting for something from the ready pen of Ed-
ward Everett Hale. He used their columns often,
and always for the promotion of freedom in Kan-
sas. Samuel Bowles—the ablest journalist in New
England—Thurlow Weed in the Albany Evening
Journal, Horace Greeley (as shown in the preced-
ing pages), and William Cullen Bryant sustained
the movement of organized emigration with great
energy and eloquence. But these are examples
only. The thousands of journals, all through the
free States, were almost without exception active
and powerful agencies in making Kansas free. It
would be difficult to over-estimate their power.
The clergy and the churches were, as I have shown,
faithful and efficient allies in the great cause, but
certainly not more important than the press.

In the first place, the press gave to the country
the Plan of Freedom, as presented in the charter
of the Emigrant Aid Company. Next it reported
all action taken under the charter and the plan of
operations. Then the fact that a colony was being
raised. Then the fact that the first colony had act-
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ually gone—with full accounts of all the ovations
along the journey. Not only did the press report
all my speeches made in the cities, and furnish
strong editorials sustaining the methods of the
company, but it published everywhere the very nu-
merous letters of our pioneers in Kansas. While
my voice might reach a few hundred, or at most
a few thousand, in a day, the voice of the press
reached millions. The leading journals soon had
their correspondents in Kansas, and there was hard-
ly an issue of any paper during the contest that did
not give its readers the latest news about the great
conflict between the two antagonistic civilizations.
This faithful and patriotic work of our Northern
journals was a powerful, if not an indispensable,
agency in determining the result of the controversy.

After our first two colonies had settled in Law-
rence, and the facts and all the incidents of their
journey and location had been made known by
the press to all the people of the North, the tide
of migration to that disputed land was rapid-
ly increased. Kansas Leagues and Kansas Aid
Committees became numerous in nearly all of the
Northern States.

In many places contributions were made to fa-
cilitate this movement. One of the most effective
of these committees was the New York Kansas Aid
Committee of Albany, N.Y. To show the energy
and activity of this organization, I here quote from
a letter of Judge Seth B. Cole, recently received :

“In the fall of 1854 I was elected to the Legislature from my
native county—=Steuben. After January 1, 1855, I was in Albany.
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I heard you deliver three addresses in that city on Kansas, and
knew the deep interest awakened by them. In April, 1855, a
mass meeting was held in Albany, at which William H. Seward
presided, to consider the Kansas question. It directed the ap-
pointment of a committee by the chairman of the meeting, to be
called the Kansas Aid Committee. There were eight members of
that committee. I wasone, Hon.William Barnes was secretary
and custodian of the records. He was most faithful and efficient.

¢ After the adjournment of the Legislature I continued in Al-
bany some time, and at the request of the Kansas Aid Com-
mittee travelled and made appeals to the people in different parts
of the State, and organized local societies to aid the Kansas
cause and to influence emigration to Kansas. As a result, I af-
terwards learned that some forty-two thousand dollars were re-
ceived by the State committee at Albany, and all expended to
aid emigration to Kansas. My services were gratuitous.”

The president of this committee was Hon. Brad-
ford R. Wood ; and after him Hon. Henry H. Van
Dyeck; treasurer, Hon. Chauncey P. Williams ; sec-
retary, Hon. William Barnes.

The entire amount collected and disbursed seems
to have been nearly one hundred thousand dollars.
No Kansas committee was more effective.

The following letters to Hon. William Barnes,
secretary, show how I regarded this organization
in 1856:

‘“ Mr. Barnes:

‘““DEAR SIr,—I am now about to leave this place and solicit
subscriptions to the stock of the Emigrant Aid Company in the
interior cities. I shall speak in Brattleboro next Monday even-
ing and then go westward.

‘“Can the people of Albany be induced to do something to send
peaceful colonies to Kansas, well armed? If you think they can,
I should like to address them some evening next week.

’ “Truly yours,

¢ AsTor Housr, N. Y. C1ry, March 4,1858.

“Erx THAYER.”
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[ 'd
<« Mr. Barnes: ‘WoRrozsTER, July 26, 1656.

“DEAR SIr,—I send you by mail one of the books prepared
for school district solicitors. Worcester County has six hundred
districts, and employs the same number of men and women solic-
iting aid for Kansas.

‘ By the same plan Massachusetts would employ six thousand
solicitors, all at work for the cause and without pay. One or two
days each would suffice to do the work. You will see, therefore,
that the plan combines economy, despatch, and efficiency.

‘“We do not rely on large subscriptions, but upon the dimes
and dollars of the million.

‘“We do not wait for meetings. We will encourage them, but
cannot afford the time to make them a part of the plan.

¢ Almost every one is ready to do something without a lecture,
and that something we want now.

* * * * * * *

“I send you an application from a young man in Amherst

College for a chance to work in your State. I refer the whole

subject to your State board.
. ““Very truly yours,

) *ELI THAYER.
*“P. 8.—The solicitor books are prepared by the county com-
mittees and sent to the town agent whom they appoint. The
town agent appoints the solicitor in each district of his town,
and gives him or her a book. I think it best to make ladies the
solicitors, as they can accomplish more for Kansas than the men.
“E.T.”

“ WoroesTER, 4 ugust 1, 1858.
““ Mr. Barnes: !

“DEAR SIR,— . . . You have the plan which I proposed to ap-
ply. Improve it if you can, but allow no delay. You must
have an assistant secretary at once, and I hope you will procure
a good man who will relieve you at least from the labor of writ-
ing, and perhaps of dictating details.

‘I need say nothing to you of the importance of carrying this
cause to every hearth-stone in the free States. I am happy in
the conviction that you appreciate the cause of Kansas in its
fullest extent, and therefore I propose to leave New York to
you and your excellent committee. My time will now be given
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to the States which have not yet any State committees; first in
New England and the West, and afterwards Pennsylvania and
New Jersey. _

““We hope to have State committees in New England in each
State, in ten days, and then without delay a perfect organization.

«If your committee has power to add to its members, I think
you will do well to add one man from the shire town of each
county, retaining your present quorum.

¢ This will facilitate the organizing of counties.

¢“Tell the Republicans this is the way to elect Fremont, and
all the clubs must work for us.

““Truly yours,
“Erx THAYER.”

Among the most efficient Kansas Leagues was
the one in Worcester, Massachusetts, of which Al-
exander H. Bullock was president, and William T.
Merrifield, vice-president. The following is an ex-
tract from Mr. Merrifield’s reminiscences, published
in the Worcester Spy, in 1887 :

““The recent discussion of the Kansas emigration question of
thirty years ago has brought to light an interesting reminiscence
related by Mr. Wm. T. Merrifield. In an interview with that
gentleman yesterday, he stated to a Spy representative that
while travelling through the South in January, 1856, he stopped
at the leading hotel in Montgomery, Ala., and the day he arrived
there General Buford made a speech in the Legislature, in which
he said he would pledge himself to the amount of half his fort-
une for the raising of a company to go to Kansas and drive out
the free-State settlers and establish slavery in that Territory.
This statement Mr. Merrifield got from members of the Legislat-
ure stopping at the hotel who had heard Buford’s speech. Be-
fore he left, General Buford had raised half of all the recruits
he wanted to march into Kansas and drive out the free-State
men and force slavery there. Mr. Merrifield came home imme-
diately, fully impressed with the belief that we ought to protect
our men from this section and send men enough there to coun-
teract the designs of the pro-slavery raiders. He was thoroughly
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convinced, from what he had scen, that we could and ought to do
it. Having in his mind the suggestion of steps to be taken, the
next morning, after he arrived home, the first man he met on
the street was Mr. Eli Thayer, on the steps of the old post-office
building, the Central Exchange. He then stated to Mr. Thayer
what was being done by General Buford, and told him he thought
it was a perfectly plain duty to send men enough to Kansas to
protect the free-State men there and frustrate Buford's designs,
but that it would be necessary to raise money to pay expenses,
furnish food and equipments. At that moment it was arranged
between him and Mr. Thayer to take the necessary steps to have
the thing done, and Mr. Thayer started right off to Boston and
came back the same day and reported to him the result of his
mission, that funds could be obtained in Boston for the purpose
of sending men to Kansas. A meeting was immediately called,
to be held in Worcester, which took place Saturday evening,
Feb. 9, 1856, at the City Hall, in response to the call, asking ‘the
friends of freedom and free institutions to assemble and take
such action as might be deemed advisable to strengthen the
hearts and hands of those who are upholding the cause of free-
dom in Kansas.” This was the first public meeting for aid for
Kansas held in this city. Hon. P, Emory Aldrich presided, and
the late Harrison Bliss was secretary. After a speech from Gen.
8. C. Pomeroy, Mr. Thayer spoke, and the result, according to
the published report of the meeting, was that ‘ before the audi-
ence left the hall twenty-three rifles, equivalent to the sum of
$575, were subscribed for,” by different gentlemen, Mr. Thayer
having proposed to ‘pay for ten Sharp’s rifles at $25 each, on
condition that during the coming week other citizens of Worces-
ter would subscribe enough to make up the number to one hun-
dred.” A committee of three was then appointed to solicit sub-
scriptions for the requisite number.”

One hundred and sixty-five men were raised to
oppose Buford; each with a Sharp’s rifle and a
plenty of ammunition. All were put in charge of
Dr. Calvin Cutter. At two subsequent meetings
more than fifteen thousand dollars were subscribed
in aid of the Kansas crusade.
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Another very powerful Kansas League is de-
scribed as follows in the New York Tribune, Au-
gust 31,1854 :

KANSAS EMIGRATION MOVEMENT.

‘““We have received the proceedings of a large and highly
respectable meeting representing different portions of Ohio, held
at Oberlin, August 21st, favorable to the encouragement of emi-
gration to Kansas. The following officers were chosen for the
coming year: President—Prof. J. H. Fairchild; Vice-Presidents—
B. Prentiss, of Medina; Ralph Plumb, Trumbull; the Hon. P.
Bliss, Lorain; the Hon. Joseph R. Swan, Franklin; Lyman Hall,
Portage; Uri Seeley, Lake; the Hon. R. P. Spalding, Cuyahoga;
F. D. Purrish, Erie. Corresponding Secretary—John A. Reed,
of Oberlin. Treasurer—H. B. Spellman, of Cleveland. Exec-
utive Committee—Prof. J. H. Fairchild, of Oberlin; John A.
Reed, do.; H. B. Spellman, of Cleveland; Rev. J. A. Thorne,
do.; Hon. N. 8. Townsend, of Avon; Hon. R. C. Hurd, Mount
Vernon; W. P. Harris, of Oberlin; O. B. Ryder, do. Principal—
E. H. Fairchild, do.; Prof. E. H. Peck, do.; Prof. T. B. Hud-
son, do.

““The object of the mssociation is to collect and disseminate
through the papers and otherwise, as far as possible, such infor-
mation as is needed with regard to the Territory of Kansas; its
climate, advantages, &c.; the best route for companies emigrat-
ing there; to co-operate with other emigration enterprises; to
send agents into the various counties of the State, to awaken an
interest in emigration and to organize emigrant companies; to
raise a fund by the first of March next to be appropriated in aid-
ing emigration, and in contributing to the comfort and prosper-
ity of the emigrant after his arrival in Kansas.”

There were several hundred of the different kinds
of societies, leagues, committees, and companies in
the free States. Their purposes were generally like
those of the Oberlin company, above given. The
Boston company was the only one which made
large investments in Kansas for the benefit of the

8%
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emigrants. The others collected and used funds to
aid emigrants in their outfits and journey. Each
had an office (usually the office of a young lawyer
who acted as secretary). They each had the Her-
ald of Freedom, published, edited, and owned by G.
W. Brown, Lawrence, Kansas. This very valuable
paper was full of information desired by the emi-
grant, both in relation to the physical advantages
of the Territory and the progress of the grand con-
flict within her borders.

They also had Edward Everett Hale’s ¢ Kansas
and Nebraska,” an invaluable hand-book for emi-
grants. In addition to these sources of informa-
tion they soon had letters from their colonists in
Kansas, which they published in the local papers.
By all these and many other means, the zeal in the
Kansas cause was not only kept alive but constant-
ly increased to the very close of the controversy.
There was hardly any portion of the free States
that was not reached by some one of these numer-
ous agencies. '

At one of my addresses in the Assembly chamber
at Albany, the venerable Eliphalet Nott, President
of Union College, was on the platform, having come
from Schenectady to attend the meeting. After
my address Dr. Nott said that he wished to have a
talk with me, and would stay overnight at the Del-
avan House for that purpose. I assured him that
the interview would give me great pleasure, for
while I was a student in Brown University I had
often heard Dr. Wayland speak in the most compli-
mentary way of his “intellectual father, Dr. Nott.”
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‘We accordingly went to the hotel and conversed
till after midnight. I had before been questioned
very minutely upon the methods of the Kansas
campaign and the prospects of success, but never
before with such analyzing scrutiny and such pro-
found sagacity. One of his numerous inquiries was
rather a surprise to me—not because I had not con-
sidered the subject—but because he was the only
man who ever made a like inquiry. The quest