Masomir Standard

Vol. XXI. No. 32,

New York, Saturday. August 5, 1916.

——

Price 5 cents.

Masonry’s

Under

The rvwissitudes of Masowry in Cubu
form one of the most intercxting histories in
the carcer of that tempestuous ixland, It is
partioulerly interesting to Neciwe Yorkers on
account of the paerticipation of M.W. John
W. Simpns, who helped bring order out of
chavs in the carly '70's. _lu vaceedingly
graphic history of Masonry s foundation and
growth there has been written by [l F. de
P. Rodriguez, chairman of the Committee on
Correspondence of the Grand Lodge of Cuba
and also Grand Secretary of the Supreme
Conncil of Cuba which is under the juriadic-
tion of the Southern Supreme Council of the
United States. It was published in the lot-
est Quarterly Bulletin of the ITowa Grand
Lodge, reads: .

" The family compact twice entered into by
all branches of the Bourbon kings, among
them <Charles III of Spain. indirvectly
brought Masonic light te¢ Cuba. War be-
tween Spain and England was the imme-
diate vesnlt of the compact, and in conse-
quence thereof an English squadron ap-
peared before Havana in July, 1762, After.
a regular siege the city surrendered on Aug.
14, the English taking possession of Cuba
and bolding it for 11 months, It was dur-
ing this lapse of tine that the first Masonic
lodge which we know of in Cuba raised its
columus among us. Whe: the English
evacuated Havana on July 6, 1763, the lod
went with them, 1o trace being left of it
whatever.

Masoury is known to have existed in
Haiti as far back as 1748, under jurisdiction
of the Grand Orjent of France. As a neces-
sary result of the French Revolution,
Frenchmen Degan to abandon Haiti for
Cuba in 1708, carrying with them their Ma-
sonic lodges. Several of those were known
to have existed in Cuba during 1802 and
1803, Some of those Frencht residents of
Cuba asked the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl-
vania for a charter, which wa~ granted in
1804. The lodge was organized mnder the
title of Le Temple des Vertus Thenlogales,
and establi<hied at Havana.

Driven to New Orleans.
So stood all matters Masonie in Cuba

until the invasion of Spain hy Napoleon in -

1808, when the Frewlmien had to move
-again, this time to New Orlean- La. Their
lodges travelnd with them. with the excep-
tion of Le Temple des Vertux Theologales,
which had many Cubar members. When
the Freneh arrived at New Owleans they
tried to revive the obl ladges. but succeeded
only as to La Concorde and Ta Perseverance,
this time chartered by Pevusylvanin, These
two lodges, together with three others,
named Charite. L'Etoile Polaire. and Per-
fecte Union, founded the Chrand Todge of
Louishna in 1812

From 1804 to 1822 the Grawl Todges of
Pemnsylvania, Lounisiana. and South Care-
lina established 12 lodges in Cuba,

In 1818 three of the JTavana lwlges orgun-
ized the Spanish Grand Lodge ot the Rite
of York; while the three lodge~ chartered
by Louisiana, eomposed mostly of French-
men, changed their obedience to the trand
Orient of France. The same Graud Orient,
in 1821, chartered a new lodge at MHavana.
La Constante Sophie, anit veded all it- rights
aver the Freneh lodmes to the National
Grand Urient of Spain: bhut as tnis Grand
Orient vever acknowledged the session the
lodges o slighted organized in 1822 the
Npanish-American Territorial Grand Orient
of the Island of Cuba,

We had therefore in 1822 twe sovereign
Crand bodiex in Cuba, besides some lodges
chartered by Pennsylvania and South Caro-
lina; but in 1822 the Grand Lodge and the
Grand Orient united under the name of the
Spanish Grand Lodge of the Rité of York.

For several years thereafter Masonry, al-
though secret in Cuba, rose to brilliant
standing. There were 66 working lodges in
Cuba, Havana alone, with a population of
90,000, having 33, the membershin the elite
of our society.

Tortured Ups ang
Various Rulers in

Death to Be a Mason.

Iu 1824 Ferdinand VII of Spain issaed his
famous decree against Masonry, death be-
ing the penalty for meeting in lodge. Un-
der this deeree several Masons were hanged
at Granada, Spain, the next year. How-
ever, the royal decree was not enforced in
Cuba wuntil 1828, when the York Grand
Lodge was officially. dissolved. Members,
neverthelesz, continued neeting with the
utmost secrecy, and without regard to
fixed days. However, one after another
the lodges stopped their work forever, as
the danger was too great. Only two of
those valiant groups kept on. They bad
to change their mnames, te mislead the
avihorities, and were located at Santiago.
in the extreme east of Cuba. In 1858, con-
sidering the times to be better, the Masons
corresponded with the Grand Lodge of South
Carolina asking her to charter them into
their Grand Lodge; but that waling bodyv
advized them to petition for 2 new lodge.
This they did, and the mnext year San
Andreaz Lodge 93 at Santinge was char-
tered, and this lodge, with the two former
ones, founded the Grand Lodge of Colon in
1859. This hecame the actual Grand Lodge
ot Cuba.

The Supreme Council of the Seottish Rite.
Southern Jurisdivtion of the United States.
meanwhile sent Il Audreas tassard {33%).
a native of Cuba, but resident of New York.
to establish in Cuba o Snpreme Council of
the 33°. Although the brother wag not al-
lowed to land at Santiagn when he arrived
there rhaving at a previens time conspired
against Spain and been sentencad to death
on that account). he delegated his' powers
to ~everal others om hix ship. and these
afterward constituted the actuw) Suprems’
Counveil 33° of Colon, for (uba,

Masonry started anew n most nowvrable

career. Im 1861 Amor Fraternal, the oldest
of the actual ledge- of Havana, was
founded. the Yaster of whick:, Manuel

Morenati. wa- a former member of Amor
Fraternal Todge of New Orleans. Matters
went on smwnthly for a <hort time, when
new trouble overrook ux an nenunt of the
Nepttish Rite.

In 1862 the Supreme Couneil of Tt South-
ern Jurisdiction sent here Tl Viesnte AL de
Castra, with the ohjret of liepecting the
hodiex: but that brother, instead of eon-
fining  himselr to do s duty negan 10
fown]l  elamdestine lodpes ol Reottish
bodies, and out of them b <purivu~
Srand Owient nmwed Coba s to- Aodiiles.

Althvugn  tue Southern Suprewe  vuneil
acted too late, in 1865, nevertheless that
clandestine nucleus disappeored altogether
in 18068. Soon afterward the Ten-Year
War began in Cuba, and Masonry suffered
accordingly. In 1868 the Grand Master,
M.W. Andreas Puente, was forcibly taken
out of his residence at Santiago and shot
without any trial whatever.

However, lodges continued to do work,
and many new ones were established. We
went as far as Torto Rico, chartering Es-
trella de Luquillo Lodge at San Juan. the
nucleus of the present Grand Lodge. At
Costa Rica, Central America, Unjon Fra-
ternal Lodge was also chartered.

In 1870 a most sensitive shock startled
Havana. As the lodges met at their hall
to hold a Lodge of Sorrow to the memory
of Grand Master Puente, the place was
raided by Spanish Velunteers (the loeal
militia), and 52 Cuban Masons were in-
carcerated. Ther remained in jail for 100
days, when they were liberated by Gral.
Prim, a regent of Spain, by petition of the
Grand Orient of France,

Coming of the Great Almeida.

The permanent seat of the Grand Lodge
continued to be at Santiage; but as the
most numercus and influential lodges reve
located at Havana and at other points in
the western part of the island, jealousy
arose, With the idean of soothing the
spirits, a Provineial Grand Lodge was cstab-
lished at Havana in 1870; but to ne avail,
a8 the new body was not sufficiently inde-

[Jowns

pendent to please all.

That was the most critical moment of
contemporaneous Masoury of Cuba, and it
appeared as if disorganization was bound
to result, A character was needed and it
surged in the personality of Aurelioc Al-
meida, undoubtedly the frst Masou of
Cuba. He stepped out and began his meri-
torious labor. He was a learned and exer-
getic man, & lawyer and a gentleman. He
tried to unite all the Masons, and as that
was impossible consulted with two of the
foremost American Masons, his partieunlar
friends, Richard Vaux of Pennsylvania and
J. W. Bimons of New York. Following
their advice he got together 13 of the most
enterprising western lodges, and in 1876 a
new body under the name of the {irand
Lodge of the Island of Cuba came to life.
It was shaped entirely as an American
Grand Lodge. awd ainted from the outset to
obtain the proper recoguition of foreign
Grand Lodges. something which had heen
formerly disregarded. Applications were
sent abroad, the world over. Delaware was
first to respond favorably. The last Amer-
ican bodies to become our triends were Illi-
nois, Nebraska, and North Carolina, these
26 years. after the first upplications were
sent them. The rest of the lodges of Ha-
vana formed another Cirand Ladec under the
old name od Colon, :

Three Grand Lodges Become One.

So we had for a time in Cuba three Grand
Lodges, all springing from the same triuk,
two at Havana and oune at Santiage. \l-
meida’s strong will worked very hard those
days. He strengthened the Grand Lodge of
Cuba, had the lodges reuder their work
carefully so as to excel the rival ladges.
kept on adding friends from the outside,
and by and by succeeded in wniting the
rival Grand Lodges of lavauna, In 188
they consolidated, aud at last. in 1881, San-
tiago Grand Lodge came also. Since that
glorious date owr Masomry ha~ continued
united, strong, and beloved.

Although Spain did not recognize Ma-
sonry in Cuba, she in later rimes tolerated
it. and after the fvrmation of the Gramd
Todge of Cahy in 1876 even cucouraged the
formation «f .lawdestine lodges dependiuy
from the Spanish Grnd Orienta. onwever
sueh toleration nui encauragenwnt were
wereld a politicad v conie of the Spaniards,
aml th Tadess soent nred Colao with ~ -
ish suvercignty in 188Y9. Nevertheless, a few
lodges origmally from Npain «till remain;
but they have no importance whatever and
we pay no attention tis them,

In 1883 the tirand l.dge of Porto Rico
was formed by lodges originally chartered
by us, a I'rovincial Grand Lodge being the
preliminary step. The same thing hap.-

" pened at Vera Cruz, Mexico, where three

lodges we had chartered foumled a Grand
Lodge (Gran Logia Unida Mexicana) in the
same year. These Grand Lodges ave, of
course, as regular as any in the world.

After the peace that ended the Ten-Year
War, in 1878, our Grand Lodge pursued for
many years a blissful career until 1885,
when the last of our wars of deliverance
began. Gov. Gen. Calleja ordered then the
suppression of Masonic meeting= all through
the country; but this order was not obeyed
until his successor, the ernel and ~anguinary
Gral, Weyler, enforced the decrec. when for
nearly three years we again had gréat diffi-
culties in meeting.

At last the dawn of liberty shone upon
us, and. thanks to the American eagle, Spain
evacuated our soil in 1899, our Grand Lodge
coming out bri,hter than ever. Not only
now in Cuba Libre, but since the beginning
of the American intervention, we are hap-
pier than ever. We are already respected.
The number of lodges owning their own
quarters is considerable in the varions cities
and towns of the republic. Those of Ha-
vana have bought a beautiful three-story
stone house, worth $50,000, and are re-
modeling it for a Masonic Temple. The
actual number of Cuban Lodges is 98 and
the membership over 6,000,
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