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PREFACE.

Tue following work has been prepared by authority of the Su-
preme Council of the Thirty-third Degree, for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States, by the Grand Commander,
and is now published by its direction. It contains the
Lectures of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite in that juris-
diction, and is specially intended to be read and studied by the
Trethren of that obedience, in connection with the Rituals of the:
Degrees. It is hoped and expected that each will furnish himself
with a copy, and make himself familiar with it; for which pur-

/ - .
pose, as the cost of the work consists entirely in the printing and’

- binding, it will be furnished at a price as moderate as possible. '

No ndividual will receive pecuniary profit from it, except the.
agents for its sale. ’

It has been copyrighted, to prevent its republication elsewhere, ;.
and the copyright, like those of all the other works prepared for‘
the Supreme Council, has been assigned to Trustees for that Body."
Whatever proﬁts may accrue from it will be devoted to purposcs.
of charity. A '

The Brethren of the Rite in the Umt,ed States and Canada wxfl
he afforded the opportunity to purchase it, nor is it forbidden that’
other Masons shall; but they will not be solicited to do so.

In preparing this work, the Grand Commander has been about :
equally Author and Compiler; since he has extracted quite
half its contents from the works of the best writers and most phi-
losophic or eloquent thinkers. Perhaps it would have been bet-
ter and more acceptable, if he had extracted more and written
less.

Still, perhaps half of it is his own; and, in incorporating here
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with lines measured by the Gauge, out of the rough Ashlar, it is’
an appropriate symbol of the Force of the people, expressed as the
constitution and law of the State; and of the State itself the three
visible faces represent the three departments,—the Executive,
which executes the laws; the Legislative, which makes the laws;
the Judiciary, which interprets the laws, applies and enforces
them, between man and man, between the State and the citizens.
The three invisible faces, are Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity,—
the threefold soul of the State—its vitality, spirit, and intellect.
* * * x * *

Though Masonry neither usurps the place of, nor apes religion,
prayer is an essential part of our ceremonies. It is the aspiration
of the soul toward the Absolute and Infinite Intelligence, which
is the One Supreme Deity, most feebly and misunderstandingly
characterized as an “ ArcHITECT.” Certain faculties of man are
directed toward the Unknown—thought, meditation, prayer.
The unknown is an ocean, of which conscience is the compass.
Thought, meditation, prayer, are the great mysterious pointings
of the needle. It is a spiritual magnetism that thus connects the
human soul with the Deity. These majestic irradiations of the soul
pierce through the shadow toward the light. :

It is but a shallow scoff to say that prayer is absurd, because
it is not possible for us, by means of it, to persuade God to change
His plans. He produces foreknown and foreintended effects, by
the instrumentality of the forces of nature, all of which are
His forces. Qur own are part of these. Our free agency and
our will are forces. We do not absurdly cease to make efforts to
attain wealth or happiness, prolong life, and continue health,
because we cannot by any effort change what is predestined. If
the effort also is predestined, it is not the less our effort, made of
our free will. So, likewise, we pray. Will is a force. Thought is
a force. Prayer is a force. Why should it not be of the law of
God, that prayer, like Faith and Love,should have its effects? Man
is not to be comprehended as a starting-point,or progress asa goal,
without those two great forces, Faith and Love. Prayer is sublime.
Oirisons that beg and clamor are pitiful. To deny the efficacy of
prayer, is to deny that of Faith, Love, and Effort. Yet the effects
produced, when our hand, moved by our will, launches a pebble

into the ocean, never cease; and every uttered word is registered
for eternity upon the invisible air.
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Ever?r Lodge is @ Temple, and as a whole, and in its details .
symbolic. The Universe itself supplied man with the model for
the first temples reared to the Divinity. The arrangement of the
Tc.mple of Solomon, the symbolic ornaments which formed its
chief -decorations, and the dress of the High-Priest, all had refer-
ence t'o the order of the Universe, as then understood’. The Temple
contained many emblems of the seasons—the sun, the moon f)he
planets, the constellations Ursa Major and Minor,l the zodiac’ the
clc{ments, and the other parts of the world. It is the Maste’r of"
this Lodge, of the Universe, Hermes, of whom Khiiriim is the
representative, that is one of the lights of the Lodge.

Ff)r further instruction as to the symbolism of the heavenl
bodlf:s, and of the sacred numbers, and of the temple and it);
details, you must wait patiently until you advance in Masonry, in
the mean time exercising your intellect in studying them for 'yc;ur-
self. To ‘study and seek to interpret correctly the symbols of the
Umverfe., is the work of the sage and philosopher. It is to decipher
th?r ;Iv:nt.mg of (.}od, and penetrate into His thoughts,

o th ;s a:ivgtrxc:ft is asked and answered in our catechism, in regard
* * » * * *

A “ Lodge” is defined to be ““an assemblage of Freemasons, duly
congregated, having the sacred writings, square, and compas; and
a charter, or warrant of constitutioxi, authorizing them to wa;rk "
'II;lix:grgzrln or plaf:;: in ;vhich they meet, representing some part (;f

omon’s Temple, i ; iti
King S¢ Consmering.p , is also called the Lodge; and it is that we

It is said to be supported by three great columns, WisboM
FORFE or STRENGTH, and BEAUTY, represented by the Master th;
Senior Warden, and the Junior Warden; ahd these are said t'o be
the columns that support the Lodge, “because Wisdom, Strength
and Beauty, are the perfections of everything, and m’athin car;
endure without them.” * Because,” the York Rite says, g“it is

_necessary that there should be Wisdom to conceive, Strength to

f‘.upp?’rt,“and Beauty to adorn, all great and impo}tant undertak-
ings. Know ye not,” says the Apostle Paul, “that ye are the
temple of God, and that the spirlt of God dwelleth in you? If
any man desecrate the temple of God, him shall God destro .fo
the tcmplt? of God is holy, which temple ye are.” e
The Wisdom and Power of the Deity are in ‘equilibrium. The
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In the Ancient Orient, all religion was more or less a mystery
and there was no divorce from it of philosophy. The popular
theology, taking the multitude of allegories and symbols for real-
ities, degenerated into a worship of the celestial luminaries, of
imaginary Deities with human’ feelings, passions, appetites, and
lusts, of idols, stones, animals, reptiles. The Onion was sacred
to the Egyptians, because its different layers were a symbol of the
concentric heavenly spheres. Of course the popular religion could
not satisfy the deeper longings and thoughts, the loftier aspirations
of the Spirit, or the logic of reason. The first, thercfore, was
taught to the initiated in the Mysteries. There, also, it was taught
by symbols The vagueness of symbolism, capable of many intef-
pretations, reached what the palpable and conventional creed
could not. Its indefiniteness acknowledged the abstruseness of the
subject : it treated that mysterious subject mystically: it endeav-
ored to illustrate what it could not explain; to excite an appro-
priate feeling, if it could not develop an adequate idea; and to
make the image a mere subordinate conveyance for the conception,
which itself never became obvious or familiar.

Thus the knowledge now imparted by books and letters, was of
old conveyed by symbols; and the priests invented or perpetuated
a display of rites and exhibitions, which were not only more at-
tractive to the eye than words, but often more suggestive and more
pregnant with meaning to the mind.

Masonry, successor of the Mysteries, still follows the ancient
manner of teaching. Her ceremonies are like the ancient mystic
shows,—not the reading of an essay, but the opening of a problem,
requiring research, and constituting philosophy the arch-ex-
pounder. Her symbols are the instruction she gives. The lectures
are endeavors, often partial and one-sided, to interpret these sym-
bols. He who would become an accomplished Mason must not be
content merely to hear, or even to understand, the lectures; h
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miust, aided by them, and they having, as it were, marked out the
way for him, study, interpret, and develop these symbols for
himself.
* * * * * * * *

Though Masonry is identical with the ancient Mysteries, it is 80
only in this qualified sense: that it presents but an imperfect’
image of their brilliancy, the ruins only of their grandeur, and a
system that has experienced progressive alterations, the fruits of’
social events, political circumstances, and the ambitious imbecility
of its improvers. After leaving Egypt, the Mysteries were modi-’

“fied by the habits of the different nations among whom they were

introduced, and especially by the religious systems of the countries
into which they were transplanted. To maintain the established
government, laws, and religion, was the obligation of the Initiate
everywhere ; and everywhere they were the heritage of the priests,
who were nowhere willing to make the common people co-proprie-
tors with themselves of philosophical truth.

Masonry is not the Coliseum in ruins. It is rather a Roman
Ralace of the middle ages, disfigured by modern architectural im:
provements, yet built on a Cyclopzan foundation laid by the Etrus
cans, and with many a stone of the superstructure taken fror,
dwellings and temples of the age of I{adrian and Antoninus,

Christianity taught the doctrine of FraTERNITY; but repu. -
ated that of political Eguaraty, by continually inculcating chedi-
ence to Caesar, and to those lawfully in authority. Masorry was
the first apostle of EQuarity, In the Monastery there is frater-
nity and equality, but no liberty. Masonry added tha’ aiso, and
claimed for man the three-fold heritage, LisertY, EQ./ 20171y, and
FRATERNITY. | .

It was but a development of the original purposi. ‘f the Myste-
ries, which was to teach men to know and practicy /1eir duties to
themselves and their fellows, the great practical e~ ¢ of all philos-
ophy and all knowledge.

Truths are the springs from which duties flow , and it is but a
few hundred years since a ngw Truth began to t : distinctly seen
that MAN IS SUPREME OVER INSTITUTIONS, AND NOT THEY OVER
HiM. Man has natural empire over all institr tions, They are
for him, according to his development; not he for them. This
seems to us a very simple statement, one to wh'ch all men, every-
where, ought to assent. But once it was a greit new Truth,—not
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revealed untjl governments had been in existence for at least five
thousand years. Once revealed, it imposed new duties on men.
Man owed it to himself to be free. He owed it to his country to
seek to give her freedom, or maintain her in that possession. It
made Tyranny and Usurpation the enemies of the Human Race. It
created a general outlawry of Despots and Despotisms, temporal
and spiritual, The sphere of Duty was immensely énlarged. Pa-
triotism had, henceforth, a new and wider meaning. Free Govern-
ment, Free Thought, Free Conscience, Free Speech! All these came
to be inalienable rights, which those who had parted with them or
been robbed of them, or whose ancestors had lost them, had the
right summarily to retake. Unfortunately, as Truths always be-
come perverted into falsehoods, and are falsehoods when misap-

plied, this Truth became the Gospel of Anarchy, soon after it was

first preached.

Masonry early comprehended this Truth, and recognized its own
enlarged duties. Its symbols then came to have a wider meaning ;
but it also assumed the mask of Stone-masonry, and borrowed its
working-tools, and so was supplied with new and apt symbols. It
aided in bringing about the French Revolution, disappeared with
the Girondists, was born again with the restoration of order, and
sustained Napoleon, because, though Emperor, he acknowledged
the right of the people to select its rulers, and was at the head of
a nation refusing to receive back its old kings. He pleaded, with
sabre, musket, and cannon, the great cause.of the People against
Royalty, the right of the French people even to make a Corsican
General their Emperor, if it pleased them,

Masonry felt that this Truth had the Omnipotence of God on
its side; and that neither Pope nor Potentate could overcome it.
1t was a truth dropped into the world’s wide treasury, and forming
a part of the heritage which each generation receives, enlarges, and
holds in trust, and of necessity bequeaths to mankind; the per-
sonal estate of man, entailed of nature to the end of time. And
Masonry early recognized it as true, that to set forth and develop
s truth, or any human excellence of gift or growth, is to make
greater the spiritual glory of the race; that whosoever aids the
march of a Truth, and makes the thought a thing, writes in the
same line with Moses, and with Him who died upon the cross;
end has an intellactual sympathy with the Deity Himself,

Phe best gift we can ~etew on man is manheed. It is that
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which Masonry is ordained of God to bestow on its votaries : not
sectarianism and religious dogma ; not a rudimental morality, that
may be found in the writings of Confucius, Zoroaster, Seneca, and
the Rabbis, in the Proverbs and Fcclesiastes : not a little and cheap
common-school knowledge; but manhood and science and phi-
losophy. '

Not that Philosophy or Science is in opposition to Religion. For
Philosophy is but that knowledge of God and the Soul, which is
derived from observation of the manifested action of God and the
Soul, and from a wise analogy. It is the intellectual guide which
the religious sentiment needs. The true religious philosophy of
an imperfect being, is not a system of creed, but, as SOCRATES
thoughy, an infinite search or approximation. Philosophy is that
intellectual and moral progress, which the religious sentiment in-
spires and ennobles.

As to Science, it could not walk alone, while religion was sta-
tionary. It consists of those matured inferences from experience
which all other experience confirms, It realizes and unites all that
was truly valuable in both the old schemes of mediation,—one
heroic, or the system of action and effort ; and the mystical theory
of spiritual, contemplative communion. “Listen to me,” says
GALEN, “ as to the voice of the Eleusinian Hierophant, and believe
that the study of Nature is a mystery no less important than theirs,
nor less adapted to display the wisdom and power of the Great Cre-
ator. Their lessons and demnonstrations were obscure, but ours are
clear and unmistakable.”

We deem that to be the best knowledge we can obtain of the
Soul of another man, which is furnished by his actions and his
life-long conduct. Evidence to the contrary, supplied by what
another man;informs us that this Soul has said to his, would weigh
little against the former. The first Scriptures for the human race
were written by God on the Earth and Heavens. The reading of .
these Scriptures is Science. Familiarity with the grass and trees,
the insects and the infusoria, teaches us deeper lessons of love and
faith, than we can glean from the writings of FENfLon and
AvucusTINE. The great Bible of God is ever open before mankind.

Knowledge is convertible into power, and axioms into rules of
utility and duty. But knowledge itself is not Power. Wisdom is
Power; and her Prime Minister is JusTice, which is the perfected
law of TruTH. The purpose, therefore, of Education and Science

¥
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swallow Rome. It will Try. It shall not be its fault if-the day
never comes when man will no longer have to fear a conquest, an
invasion, a usurpation, a rivalry of nations with the armed hand,
an interruption of civilization depending on a marriage-royal, or a
birth in the hereditary tyrannies; a partition of the peoples by a
Congress, a dismemberment by the downfall of a dynasty, a com-
bat of two religions, meeting head to head, like two goats of dark-
ness on the bridge of the Infinite: when they will no longer have
to fear famine, spoliation, prostitution from distress, misery from
lack of work, and all the brigandages of chance in the forest of
events: when nations will gravitate about the Truth, like stars
about the light, each in its own orbit, without clashing or collision;
and everywhere Freedom, cinctured with stars, crowned with the
celestial splendors, and with wisdom and justice on either hand,
will reign supreme.

In your studies as a Fellow-Craft you must be guided by REa-
soN, L.ove and FairH.

We do not now discuss the differences between Reason and
Faith, and undertake to define the domain-of each. But it is
necessary to say, that even in the ordinary affairs of life we are
governed far more by what we believe than by what we know; by
FartH and ANALOGY, than by Reason. The “Age of Reason”
of the French Revolution taught, we know, what a folly it is to
enthrone Reason by itself as supreme. Reason is at fault when it
deals with the Infinite. There we must revere and believe. Not-
withstanding the calamities of the virtuous, the miseries of the
deserving, the prosperity of tyrants and the murder of martyrs,
we must believe there is a wise, just, merciful, and loving God, an
Intelligence and a Providence, supreme over all, and caring for
the minutest things and events. A Faith is a necessity to man,
Woe to him who believes nothing!

We believe that the soul of another is of a certain nature and

possesses certain qualities, that he is generous and honest, or pe--

nurious and knavish, that shie is virtuous and amiable, or vicious
and ill-tempered, from the countenance alone, from little more
than a glimpse of it, without the means of knowing. We venture
our fortune on the signature of a man on the other side of the
world, whom we never saw, upon the belief that he is honest
and trustworthy. We believe that occurrences have taken place,

upon the assertion of others. We believe that one will acts upos
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another, and in the reality of a multitude of other phenomena,
that Reason cannot explain,

But we ought not to believe what Reason authoritatively denies,
that at which the sense of right revolts, that which is absurd or
self-contradictory, or at issue with experience or science, or that
which degrades the character of the Deity, and would make Him
revengeful, malignant, cruel, or unjust.

A man’s Faith is as much his own as his Reason is. His Free-
dom consists as much in his faith being free as in his will being
uncontrolled by power. All the Priests and Augurs of Rome or
Greece had not the right to require Cicero or Socrates to believe in
the absurd mythology of the vulgar. All the Imaums of Mo-
hammedanism have not the right to require a Pagan to believe that
Gabriel dictated the Koran to the Prophet. All the Brahmins
that ever llvec; if assembled in one conclave like the Cardinals,
could not gain a right to compel a single human being to believe
in the Hindu Cosmogony. No man or .body of men can be infal-
lible, and authorized to decide what other men shall believe, as to
any tenet of faith. Except to those who first receive it, every reli-
gion and the truth of all inspired writings depend on human tes-
timony and internal evidences, to be judged of by Reason and the
wise analogies of Faith. Each man must necessarily have the
right to judge of their truth for himself ; because no one man can
have any higher or better rlght to judge | than another of equal in-
formation and intelligence. ™

Domitian claimed to be the Lord God; and statues and images
of him,in silver and gold, were found throughout the known world.
He claimed to be regarded as the God of all men ; and,according to
Suetonius, began his letters thus: “ Our Lord and God commands
that it should be done so and so,;” and formally decreed that no
one should address him otherwise, either in writing or by word of
mouth. Palfurius Sura, the philosopher, who was his chief de-
lator, accusing those who refused to recognize his divinity,however
much he may have believed in that divinity, had not the right to
demand that a single Christian in Rome or the provinces should do
the same.

Reason is far from being the only guide, in morals or in political
science. Love or loving-kindness must keep it company, to ex-
elude fanaticism, intolerance, and persecution, to all of which a
morality too ascetic, and extreme political principles, invariably
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is the great labor in which Masonry desires to lend a helping
hand. |

All of us should labor in building up the great monument of a
nation, the Holy House of the Temple. The cardinal virtues
must not be partitioned among men, becoming the exclusive prop-
erty of some, like the common crafts. ALL are apprenticed to
the partners, Duty and Honor. o

Masonry is a march and a struggle toward the Light, For the
individual as well as the nation, Light is Virtue, Manliness, Intel-
ligence, Liberty. Tyranny over the soul or body, is darkness
The freest people, like the freest man, is always in danger of re-
lapsing into servitude. Wars are almost always fatal to Republics.
They create tyrants, and consolidate their power. They spring, for
the most part, from evil counsels, When the small and the base are
intrusted with power, legislation and administration become but
two parallel series of errors and blunders, ending in war, calant
ity, and the necessity for a tyrant., When the nation feels its fect
sliding backward, as if it walked on the ice, the time has come for
a supreme effort. The magnificent tyrants of the past are but the
types of those of the future. Men and nations will always sell them-
selves into slavery, to gratify their passions and obtain revenge.
The tyrant’s plea, necessity, is always available; and the tyrant
once in power, the necessity of providing for his safety makes him
savage. Religion is a power, and he must control that. Inde-
pendent, its sanctuaries might rebel. Then it becomes unlawful
for the people to worship God in their own way, and the old spir-
itual despotisms revive. Men must believe as Power wills, or die;
and even if they may believe as they will, all they bhave, lands,
houses, body, and soul, are stamped with the royal brand. “I am
the State,” said Louis the Fourteenth to his peasants; “the very
shirts on your backs are mine, and I can take them if I will.”

And dynasties so established endure, like that of the Casars of
Rome, of the Ceesars of Constantinople, of the Caliphs, the Stu.
arts, the Spaniards, the Goths, the Valois, until the race wears out,
and ends with lunatics and idiots, who sl rule. There is no
concord among men, to end the horrible bondage. The State
falls inwardly, as well as by the outward blows of the incoherent
elements. The furious human passions, the sleeping human indo-
lence, the stolid human ignorance, the rivalry of human castes, are

& good for the kings as the swords of the Paladins. The worship-
r
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pers have all bowed so long to the old idol, that they cannot go
into the streets and choose another Grand Llama. And so the
effete State floats on down the puddled stream of Time, until the
tempest or the tidal sea discovers that the worm has consumed its
strength, and it crumbles into oblivion.

* L% * * * *

Civil and religious Freedom must go hand in hand ; and Perse-
cution matures them both. A people content with the thoughts
made for them by the priests of a church will be content with
Royalty by Divine Right,—the Church and the Throne mutually
sustaining each other, They will smother schism and reap infi-
delity and indifference; and while the battle for freedom goes on

_around them, they will only sink the more apathetically into servi-

tude and a deep trance, perhaps occasionally interrupted by furious
fits of frenzy, followed by helpless exhaustion.

Despotism is not difficult in any land that has only known one
master from its childhood; but there is no harder problem than
to perfect and perpetuate free government by the people them-
selves ; for it is not one king that is needed : all must be kings. It
is easy to set up Masaniello, that in a few days he may fall lower
than before. But free government grows slowly, like the individual
human faculties; and like the forest-trees, from the inner heart
outward. Liberty is not only the common birth-right, but it is
lost as well by non-user as by mis-user. It depends far more on
the universal effort than any-other human property. It has no
single shrine or holy well of pilgrimage for the nation; for its
waters should burst out freely from the whole soil,

The free popular power is one that is only known in its strength
in the hour of adversity: for all its trials, sacrifices and expecta-
tions are its own. It is trained to think for itself, and also to act
for itself. When the enslaved people prostrate themselves in the
dust before the hurricane, like the alarmed beasts of the field, the
free people stand erect before it, in all the strength of unity, in
self-reliance, in mutual reliance, with effrontery dgainst all but’
the visible hand of God. Tt is neither cast dowu by calamity nor
elated by success.

This vast power of endurance, of forbearance, of patience, and
of performance, is only acquired by continual exercise of all the
functions, like the healthiul physical human vigor, like the indi-
vidual moral vigor.

oy
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commercially avaricious, always at last displace the sentiments and
lofty impulses of Honor and Generosity by which they rose to
greatness; which made Elizabeth and Cromwell alike the pro-
tectors of Protestants beyond the four seas of England, against
crowned Tyranny and mitred Persecution; and, if they had
lasted, wonld have forbidden alliances with Czars and Autocrats
and Bourbons to re-enthrone the Tyrannies of Incapacity, and
arm the Inquisition anew with its instruments of torture. The
soul of the avaricious nation petrifies, like the soul of the individ-
ual who makes gold his god. The Despot will occasionally act
upon noble and generous imipulses, and help the weak against the

strong, the right against the wrong. But commercial avarice is

essentially egotistic, grasping, faithless, overreaching, crafty, cold,
ungenerous, selfish, and calculating, controlled by considerations
of self-interest alone. Heartless and merciless, it has no senti-
ments of pity, sympathy, or honor, to make it pause in its remorse-

. less career; and it crushes down all that is of impediment in its

- way, as its keels of commerce crush under them the murmuring
and unheeded waves.

v A war for a great principle ennobles a nation. A war for com
mercial supremacy, upon some shallow pretext, is despicable, and
more than aught else demonstrates to what immeasurable depths
of baseness men and nations can descend. Commercial greed val-
ues the lives of men no more than it values the lives of ants. The

_ slave-trade is as acceptable to a people enthralled by that greed, as
the trade in ivory or spices, if the profits are as large. It will by-
and-by endeavor to compound with God and quiet its own con-
science, by compelling those to whom it sold the slaves it bought
or stole, to set them free, and slaughtering them by hecatombs if
they refuse to obey the edicts of its philanthropy.

Justice in no wise consists in meting ont to another that exact

" measure of reward or punishment which we think and decree his
merit, or what we call his crime, which is more often merely bis
error, deserves. The justice of the father is not incompatible
with forgiveness by him of the errors and offences of his child.
The Infinite Justice of God does not consist in meting out exact
measures of punishment for human frailties and sins. We are too
apt to erect our own little and narrow notions of what is right and
just, into the law of justice. and to insist that God shall adopt
that as His law; to measure off something with our own little
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tape-line, and call it God’s law of justice. Continually we seek to
ennoble our own ignoble love of revenge and retaliation, by mis-
naming it justice.

Nor does justice consist in strictly governing our conduct to-
ward other smen by the rigid rules of legal right. If there were a
community anywliere, in which all stood upon the strictness of this
rule, there should be written over its gates, as a warning to the
unfortunates desiring admission to that inhospitable realm, the
words which DaNTE says are written over the great gate of Hell:
“ILET THOSE WHO ENTER HERE LEAVE HOPE BEHIND!” It is not
just to pay the labhorer in field or factory or workshop his current
wages and no more, the lowest market-value of his labor, for so
long only as we need that labor and he is able to work; for when
sickness or old age overtakes him, that is to leave him and his
family to starve; and God ‘will curse with calamity the people in
which the children of the laborer out of work eat the boiled grass
of the field, and mothers strangle their children, that they may buy
food for themselves with the charitable pittance given for burial
expenses. The rules of what is ordinarily termed “Justice,” may
be punctiliously observed among the fallen spirits that are the
aristocracy of Hell.

* * * * * *

Justice, divorced from sympathy, is selfish indifference, not in
the least more laudable than misanthropic isolation. There is
sympathy even among the hair-like oscillatorias, a tribe of simple
plants, armies of which miy be discovered, with the aid of the
microscope, in the tiniest bit of scum from a stagnant pool. For
these will place themselves, as if it were by agreement, in separate
companies, on the side of a vessel containing them, and seem
marching upward in rows; and when a swarm grows weary of its
situation, and has a mind to change its quarters, each army holds
on its way without confusion or intermixture, proceeding with
great regularity and order, as if under the directions of wise lead-
ers. The ants and bees give each other mutual assistance, beyond
what is required by that which human creatures are apt to regard
as the strict law of justice.

Surely we need but reflect a little, to be convinced that the indi-
vidual man is but a fraction of the unit of society, and that he is
indissolubly connected with the rest of his race. Not only the
actions, but the will and thoughts of other men make or mar his
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fortunes, control his destinies, are unto him life or death, dishonor
or honor. The epidemics, physical and moral, contagious and infec-
tious, public opiuion, popular delusions, enthusiasms, and the other
great electric phenomena and currents, moral and intellectual,
vrove the universal sympathy. The vote of a single and obscure
man, the utterance of self-will, ignorance, conceit, or spite, decid-
ing an election and placing Folly or Incapacity or Baseness in a
Senate, involves the country in war, sweeps away our fortunes,
slaughters our sons, renders the labors of a life unavailing, and
pushes us, helpless, with all our intellect to resist, into the grave.

These considerations ouglit to teach us that justice to others
and to ourselves is the same ; that we cannot define our duties by
mathematical lines ruled by the square, but must fill with them
the great circle traced by the compasses; that the circle of hu-
manity is the limit, and we are but the point in its centre, the
drops in the great Atlantic, the atom or particle, bound by a mys.
terious law of attraction which we term sympathy to every other
atom in the mass; that the physical and moral welfare of others
canrot be indifferent to us; that we have a direct and immediate
interest in the public morality and popular intelligence, in the
well-being and physical comfort of the people at large. The igno-
rance of the people, their pauperism and destitution, and conse-
quent degradation, their brutalization and demoralization, are all
diseases; and we cannot rise high enough above the people, nor
shut ourselves up from them enough, to escape the miasmatic con-
tagion and the great magnetic currents.
v  Justice is peculiarly indispensable to nations. The unjust State
is doomed of God to calamity and ruin. This is the teaching of
the Eternal Wisdom and of history. “ Righteousness exalteth a
nation; but wrong is a reproach to nations.” ‘“The Throne is
established by Righteousness. Let the lips of the Ruler pronounce
the sentence that is Divine; and his mouth do no wrong in judg-
ment!” The nation that adds province to province by fraud and
violence, that encroaches on the weak and plunders its wards, and
violates its treaties and the obligation of its contracts, and for the
law of honor and fair-dealing substitutes the exigencies of greed
and the base precepts of policy and craft and the ignoble tenets of
expediency, is predestined to destruction; for here, as with the in-
dividual. the consequences of wrong are inevitable and eternal.

A sentence is written against all that is unjust, written by God
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in the nature of man and in the nature of the Universe, because it
is in the nature of the Infinite God. No wrong is really successful,
The gain of injustice is a loss: its pleasure, suffering, Iniquity
often scems'to prosper, but its success is its defeat and shame, If
its consequences pass by the doer, they fall upon and crush his
children, It is a philosophical, physical, and moral truth, in the
form of a threat, that God visits the iniquity of the fathers upon
the chiltlrm‘;, to the third and fourth generation of those who vio-
late His la»\?s. After a long while, the day of reckoning always
comes, to nation as to individual : and always the knave deceives
himself, and proves a failure.

Hypocrisy is the homage that vice and wrong pay to virtue and
justice. 1t is Satan attempting to clothe himself in the angelic
vesture of light. It is equally detestable in morals, politics, and
religion ; in the man and in the nation. To o injustice under the
pretence of equity and fairness: to reprove vice in public and com-
mit it in piivate ; to pretend to charitable opinion and censorious]y
condemn; to profess the principles of Masonic beneficence, and

- close the car to the wail of distress and the cry of suffering; to

eulogize the intelligence of the people, and plot to deceive and be-
tray them by means of their ignorance and simplicity ; to prate of
purity, and peculate; of honor, and basely abandon a sinking
cause ; of disinterestedness, and sell one’s vote for place and pow-
er, are hypocrisies as common as they are infamous and disgrace-
ful. To steal the livery of the Court of God to serve the Devil with-
al; to pretend to believe ina God of mercy and a Redeemer of love,
and persecute those of a different faith ; to devour widows’ houses,
and for a pretence make long prayers; to preach continence, and
wallow in lust; to inculcate humility, and in pride surpass Lucifer :

‘to pay tithe, and omit the weightier matters of the law, judgment,

mercy, and faith ; to strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel; to make
clean the outside of the cup and platter, keeping them full within
of extortion and excess; to appear outwardly righteous unto men,
but within be full of hypocrisy and iniquity, is indeed ro be like
unto whited sepulchres, which appear beautiful outward, but are
within full of bones of the dead and of all uncleanness,

The Republic cloaks its ambition with the pretence of a desire
and duty to “extend the area of freedom,” and claims it as its
“manifest destiny” to annex other Republics or the States or
Provinces of others to itself, by open violence, or under obsolete,

6
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terrible and uncontrollable fate, increased by the refinements of
civilization. 'Woman is the veritable syren_or goddess of the
young. But society can be improved; and free government {5
possible for States; and freedom of thought and conscience .is o
longer wholly utopian. Already we sec that LEmperors prefer to be
elected by umiversal suffrage ; that States are conveyed to Empires
by vote; and that Empires are administered with éomething of the
spirit of a Republic, being little else than democracies with a single
head, ruling through one man, one representative, instead of an
assembly of representatives. Andif Priesthoods still govern, they
now come before the laity to prove, by stress of argument, that they
ought to govern. They are obliged to evoke the very reason wlich
they are bent on supplanting.

Accordingly, men become daily more free, because the freedom
of the man lies in his reason, He can reflect upon his own future
conduct, and summon up its consequences ;he can take wide views
of human life, and lay down rules for constant guidance. Thus
he is relieved of the tyranny of sense and passion, and enabled at
any Eime to live according to the whole light of the knowledge
that is within him, instead of being driven, like a dry leaf on the
wings of the wind, by every present impulse. Herein lies the free-
dom of the man as regarded in connection with the necessity ini-
posed by the omnipotence and fore-knowledge of God. So much
light, so much liberty. When emperor and church appeal to rea-
son there is naturally universal suffrage.

Therefore no one need lose courage, nor believe that lahor in the
cause of Progress will be labor wasted. There is no waste in na-
ture, either of Matter, Force, Act, or Thought. A Thought is as
much th_e end of life as an Action;and a single Thought sometimes
works greater results than a Revolution, even Revolutions them-
selves.  Still there should not be divorce between Thought and
Action, The true Thought is that in which life culminates. But
all wise and true Thought produces Action. It is generative, like
the light; and light and the deep shadow of the passing cloud are
the gifts of the prophets of the race. Knowledge, laboriously
acquired, and inducing habits of sound Thought,—the reflective
character,—must necessarily be rare, The multitude of laborers
cannot acquire it. Most men attain to a very low standard of it.
It is incompatible with the ordinary and indispensable avocations
of life. A whole world of error as well as of labor,.gé to make
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one reflective man. In the most advanced nation of Europe there
are more ignorant than wise, more poor than rich, more automatic
laborers, the mere creatures of habit, than reasoning and reflective
men. The proportion is at least a thousand to one. Unanimity
of opinion is so obtained. It only exists among the multitude
who do not think, and the political or spiritual priesthood who
think for that multitude, who think how to guide and govern
them. When men begin to reflect, they begin to differ. The
great problem is to find guides who will not seek to be tyrants.
This is needed even more in respect to the heart than the head.
Now, every man earns his special share of the produce of human
labor, by an incessant scramble, by trickery and deceit. Useful
knowledge, honorably acquired, is too often used after a fashion
not honest or reasonable, so that the studies of youth are far more
noble than the practices of manhood. The labor of the farmer in
his fields, the generous returns of the earth, the benignant and
Yavoring skies, tend & make him earnest, provident, and grateful;
.the education of the market-place makes him querulous, crafty,
envious, and an intolerable niggard.

Masonry seeks to be this beneficent, unambitious, disinterested
guide; and it is the very condition of all great structures that the
sound of the hammer and the clink of the trowel should be always
heard in some part of the building. With faith in man, hope for
the future of humanity, loving-kindness for our fellows, Masonry
and the Mason must always work and teach. Leteach do that for
which be is best fitted. The teacher also is a workman. Praise-
worthy as the active navigator is, who comes and goes and makes
one clime partake of the treasures of the other, and one to share
the treasures of all, he who keeps the beacon-light upon the hill is
also at his post.

Masonry has already helped cast down some idols fgom their
pedestals, and grind to impalpable dust some of the links of the
chains that held men’s souls in bondage. That there has been
progress needs no other demonstration than that yon may now
reason with men, and urge upon them, without danger of the
rack or stawe, that no doctrines can be apprehended as truths
if they contradict each other, or contradict other truths given us
by God. Long before the Reformation, a monk, who liad found
his way to hieresy without the help of Martin Luther, not ventur-
ing to breathe aloud into any living car his anti-papa! and trea-
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MASONRY is a succession of allegories, the mere vehicles of g::eat
lessons in morality and philosophy. You will more fully apgrecxate
its spirit, its object, its purposes, as you advance in the dlﬁ'eren(;
Degrees, which you will find to constitute a great, complete, an
harmonious systent.

1f you have been disappointed in the first three Degrees, as you
have received them,and if it has seemed to you that the perfox:mance
has not come up to the promise, that the lesson.s of morality are
not new, and the scientific instruction is but rudimentary, and t}]e
symbols are imperfectly explained, remember that the ceremonies
and lessons of those Degrees have been for ages more 'fmd more
accommodating themselves, by curtailment and sﬁmkmg into com-~
monplace, to the often limited memory and capacity of the Master
and Instructor, and to the intellect and needs of the Pupil and
Initiate; that they have come to us from an age when symbols
were used, not to reveal but to conceal; when %he commo'nes’t Ie?rn~

ing was confined to a select few, and the simplest prmmple':, of
morality seemed newly discovered truths; and that these annqt;e
and simple Degrees now stand like the broker{ columns of a r?o’-
less Druidic temple, in their rude and r.nutxlated greatness; in
many parts, also, corrupted by time, and disfigured by modern ad-
ditions and absurd intecpretations. They are but the en{;rance to
the great Masonic Temple, the triple columns of the portico.

Vou have taken the first step over its threshold, the first step
toward the inner sanctuary and heart of the ten:xple. You are in
the path that leads up the slope of the mountain of Truth; and
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it depends upon your secrecy, obedience, and fidelity, whether you
will advance or remain stationary.

Ir.:agine not that you will become indeed a Mason by learning
wha: is commonly called the “work,” or even by becoming familiar
witi: our traditions. Masonry has a history, a literature, a philoso-
phy. lIts allegories and traditions will teach you much; but much
is t¢ be sought elsewhere. The streams of learning that now flow
full snd broad must be followed to their heads in the springs that
well up in the remote past, and you will there find the origin and
meaning of Masonry.

A few rudimentary lessons in architecture, a few universally
admitted maxims of morality, a few unimportant traditions, whose
real meaning is unknown or misunderstood, will no longer satisfy
the earnest inquirer after Masonic truth. Let whoso is content
with these, seek to climb no higher. He who desires to understand
the harmonious and beautiful proportions of Freemasonry must
read, study, reflect, digest, and discriminate. The true Mason is an
ardent seeker after knowledgg; and he knows that both books and
the antique symbols of Masonry are vessels which come down to
us full-freighted with the intellectual riches of the Past; and that
in the lading of these argosies is much that sheds light on the
history of Masonry, and proves its claim to be acknowledged the
benefactor of mankind, born in the very cradle of the race.

Knowledge is the most genuine and real of human treasures;
for it is Light, as Ignorance is Darkness. It is the development of
the human soul, and its acquisition the growth of the soul, which
at the birth of man knows nothing, and therefore, in one sense,
may be said to be nothing. It is the seed, which has in it the
power to grow, to acquire, and by acquiring to be developed, as the
seed is developed into the shoot, the plant, the tree. “We need not
pause at the common argument that by learning man excelleth
man, in that wherein man excelleth beasts; that by learning marn
ascendeth to the heavens and their motions, where in body he can-
not come, and the like. Let us rather regard the dignity and
excellency of knowledge and learning in that whereunto man's
nature doth most aspire, which is immortality or continuance.
For to this tendeth generatimn, and raising of Houses and Fami-
lies ; to this buildings, foundations, and monuments; to this tend-
eth the desire of memory, fame, and celebration, and in effect the
strength of all other human desires.” That our influences shall
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survive us, and be living forces when we are in our graves; and not
merely that our names shall be remembered ; but rather that our
works shall be read, our acts spoken of, our names recollected a'nd
mentioned when we are dead, as evidences that tllose; influences live
and rule, sway and control some portion of mank{nd and of the
world,—this is the aspiration of the human soul. ““We see then how
far the monuments of genius and learning are more durable than
monuments of power or of the hands. TFor hiave not the‘verses of
l{omer continued twenty-five hundred ycars or more, without the
Joss of a svllable or letter, during which time infinite palaces: tem-
ples, castlv'cs, cities, have decayed and been demo}ished? It is not
possible to have the true pictures or statues of C,yrus: Alexander,
Csar, no, nor of the Kings or great personages ol much later
vears ; for the originals cannot last, and the coples capnot but lose
of the life and truth. But the images of men’s genius anfi knowl-
edge remain in books, exempted from the wrong of time, and
capable of perpetual renovation, Neither are they f‘xtiy to be .called
images, because they generate still, and casf then: seeds in t‘he
minds of others, provoking and causing infinite actions and' opin-
ions in succeeding ages; so that if the invention o.f'the ship was
thought so noble, which carrieth riches and com‘modl.tles frc.)n? pI{ice
to place, and consociateth the most remote regions in Partmpat}on
of their fruits, how mmuch more-are letters to be magnified, whlc.h,
as ships, pass through the vast scas of timé't, at?d make ages SO.dlS-
tant to participate of the wisdom, illumination, and inventions,
the one of the other.”

To learn, to attain knowledge, to be wise, is a necessity for every
trulv noble soul; to teach, to communicate that knowledge, tf)
share that wisdom with others, and not churlishly t? lock up his
exchequer, and place a sentinel at the door to drive away .the
needy, is equally an impulse of a noble nature, and the worthiest
work of man. '

“There was a little city,” says the Preacher, the son of Davut.i,
“and few men within it; and there came a great King against it
and besieged it, and built great bulwarks agamst.lt. Now.there
was found i it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered
the citv: vet no man remembered that same poor man. Then,
caid 1, ‘wis.dom is better than strength: nevertheless, the poor man’s
wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard.” I‘f it should
chance to you, mv brother, to do mankind good service, and be
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rewarded with indifference and forgetfulness only, still be not dis-
couraged, but remember the further advice of the wise King.
“In the morning sow the seed, and in the evening withhold not thy
hand ; for thou knowest not which shall prosper, this or that, or
whether both shall be alike good.” Sow you the seed, whoever
reaps. Learn, that you may be enabled to do good; and do so be-
cause it is right, finding in the act itself ample reward and recom-
pense. ;

To attain the truth, and to serve cur fellows, our country, and
mankind-—this is the noblest destiny of man. Hereafter and all
your life it is to be your object. If you desire to ascend to that
dustiny, advance! If you have other and less noble objects, and
ave contented with a lower flight, halt here! let others scaie
the heights, and Masonry fulfill her mission.

if yon will advauce, gird up your loins for the struggle! for the
way is long and toilsome. Pleasure, all smiles, will beckon vou
on the one hand, and Indolence will invite you to sleep among the
flowers, upon the other. Prepare, by secrecy, obedience, and fidelity,
to resist the allurements of both! ~

Secrecy is indispensable in-a Mason of whatever Degree, It is
the first and almost the only lesson taught to the Entered Ap-
prentice. The obligations which we have each assumed toward
every Mason that lives, requiring of us the performance of the
mmost serious and onerous duties toward those - personally unknown
to us until they demand our aid,—duties that must be performed,
even at the risk of life, or our solemn oaths be broken and violated,

.and_we be branded as false Masons and faithless men, teach us
how profound a folly .it would be to betray our secrets to those
who, bound to us by no tie of common obligation, might, by ob-
wining them, call on us in their extremity, when the urgency of
the occasion should allow us no time for inquiry, and the peremp-

tory mandate of our olligation compel us to do a brother’s duty
to a base impostor.

The secrets of our brother, when communicated to us, must be
sacred, if they be such as the law of our country warrants us to
keep. We are required to keep none other, when the law that we
are called on to obey is indeed a law, by having emanated from
the only source of power, the People. Edicts which emanate frot
the mere arbitrary will of a despotic power, contrary to the law of
God or the Great Law of Nature, destructive of the inherent rights
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of man, violative of the right of free thought, free speech, free
conscience, it is lawful to rebel against and strive to abrogate,

For obedience to the Law does not mean submission to tyranny;
nor that, by a profligate sacrifice of every noble feeling, we should
offer to despotism the homage of adulation. As every new victim
“ills, we may lift our voice in still louder flattery. We may fall at
the proud feet, we may beg, as a boon, the honor of kissing that
bloody hand which has been lifted against the helpless. We may
do more: we may bring the altar and the sacrifice, and implore
the God not to ascend too soon to Heaven. This we may do, for
this we have the sad remembrance that beings of a human form
and soul have done, But this is all we can do. We can constrain
our tongues to be false, our features to bend themselves to the
semblance of that passionate adoration which we wish to express,
our knees to fall prostrate; but our heart we cannot constrain.
There virtue must still have a voice which is not to be drowned
by hymns and acclamations; there the crimes which we laud as

virtues, are crimes still, and he whom we have made a God is the
most contemptible of mankind; if, indeed, we do not feel, per-
haps, that we are ourselves still more contemptible.

But that law which is the fair expression of the will and- judg-
ment of the people, is the enactment of the whole and of every
individual. Consistent with the law of God and the great law of
nature, consistent with pure and abstract right as tempered by
necessity and the general interest, as contra-distinguished from
the private interest of individuals, it is obligatory upon all, because
it is the work of all, the will of all, the solemn judgment of all,
from which there is no appeal.

In this Degree, my brother, you are especially to learn the duty
of obedience to that law. There is one true and original law,
conformable to reason and to nature, diffused over all, invariable,
eternal, which calls to the fulfillment of duty, and to abstinence
from injustice, and calls with that irresistible voice which is felt
in all its authority wherever it is heard. This law cannot be
abrogated or diminished, or its sanctions affected, by any law of
man. A whole senate, a whole people, cannot dispense from its

paramount obligation. It requires no commentator to render it
distinctly intelligible: nor is it one thing at Rome, another at
Athens, one thing now, and another in the ages to come; but in
all times and in all nations, it is, and has been, and will be, one

oy

SECRET MASTER. I

and eve ing;
o zv:’tszs;ntgh ,~Co:e as that Godf its great Author and Promuyl-
One Y s :an drf)mbc;n §ove‘rexgn of ali mankind, is Himself
o boern <31 120. y it “'nthout flying, as it were, from his
esclap‘e what is regarded as pun‘iz;l::il:: pibitions, even fhough be
. tt ;)Sr :jt:lrd i‘:ti;rto obffy the laws of our country, and to be careful
ot e adice o passx?n, fancy or affection, error and illusion, be
tend conscience irclozlslciel:::ce;ctg: thh:'g oo asa than e I;"e‘
fend ons of man which are i
Iaws,o;nl;et;:n(;zieq. The dlsobedient'refuse to subzl;:;? 1:‘(:) at;g
b and anz rebexl;{ many cases pretend conscience ; and so dis-
cither o ion becon?e conscience, in which there is
rentons nowle ge nor rev‘elatlon, nor truth nor charity, nor
copeon nor ;g;hon Conscience is tied to laws. Right or, sure
o e 13 ;’ h'; Teason reduced to practice, and conductin
et o ,h o i efp.erverse constci(;nce is seated in the fancy 0%
and oo p o 1rregu!ar principles and irregular defects—
e sa t;]: mﬂtcon.scxence as deformity is in the bedy, or
be taughe oo o f a .ectzon:& It is not enough that the consciénce
by Losght by na ure; bl}t it must be taught by God, conducted
oy reas b, ] operative b}: discourse, assisted by choice, in-
y laws and sober principles; and then it ¢ right, ar,de;t

(God,and therefore they cons#tute the general rul
; es

;:3:11;;6 r;(;;xic:::;e; but nec?ssity also hath larg:fvgo?:: r;mfsz
o Fement ¢ d.uma.n. affairs, and the disposal of human rela-
s, an ﬁke . zsposxtrc.ms c.>f hu.man laws; and these general
mea rivu;ets.andgreat. river into little streams, are deduced into
e rivy an(‘a {;art:culantxes, by the laws and customs by the
o rences a 'thague‘ments of men, and by the absolute de’s oti

. ¥, that will not allow Qerfect and abstract justitl:)e a:g

Wh
e eltrahg;m; h\;ox;r;st & vow unto God, defer not to payit. It is
ot par o nOturaizt ot vow ‘than thoy shouldest yow and
sty oy s am’th.‘ with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be
oty t0 ything before God: for God is in Hea
upon carth; therefore let thy words he few We‘i’;z, anl?
! . we



112 MORALS AND DOGMA,

what it is you promise ; but once the promise and pledge are given
vemember that he who is false to his obligation will be false to his
family, his friend, his country, and his God.

Fides servanda est: Faith plighted is ever to be kept, was a
maxim and an axiom even among pagans. The virtuous Roman
said, either let not that which seems expedient be base, or if it be
base, let it not seem expedient. What is there which that so-called
expediency can bring, so valuable as that which it takes away, if
it deprives you of the name of a good man and robs you of your in-
tegrity and honor? In all ages, he who violates his plighted word
has been held unspeakably base. The word of a Mason, like the
word of a knight in the times of chivalry, once given must be sa-
cred; and the judgment of his brothers, upon him who violates his
pledge, should be stern as the judgments of the Roman Censors
against him who violated his oath. Good faith is revered among
Masons as it was among the Romans, who placed its statue in the
capitol, next to that of Jupiter Maximus Optimus; and we, like
them, hold that calamity should always be chosen rather than base-~
ness; and with the knights of old, that one should always die
-rather than be dishonored.

Be faithful, therefore, to the promises you make, to the pledges
yvou give, and to the vows that you assume, since to break either
is base and dishonorable. .

Be faithful to your family, and perform all the duties of a good
father, a good son, a good husband, and a good brother.

Be faithful to your friends; for true friendship is of a nature
not only to survive through all the vicissitudes of life, but to con-
tinue through an endless duration; not only to stand the shock of
conflicting opinions, and the roar of a revolution that shakes the
world, but to last when the heavens are no more, and to spring
fresh from the ruins of the universe.

Be faithful to your country, and prefer its dignity and honor
to any degree of popularity and honor for yourself; consulting its
interest rather than your own, and rather than the pleasure and
ératiﬁcation of the people, which are often at variance with their
welfare.

Be faithful to Masonry, which is to be faithful to the best inter-
ests of mankind. Labor, by precept and example, to elevate the
standard of Masonic character, to enlarge its sphere of influence,
to popularize its teachings. and to make all men know it for tha

. nn the same principles of

SECRET MASTER. 13
Great Apo_stle of Peace, Harmony, and Good-will on ear
mt;\:;I ; of Liberty, Equality, and F raternity,
thema;?:ry is x:sef»ul to all men: to the learned, because it affords

“pportunity of exercising their ta] j
t . ents upon subiect -
nently worthy of their attent; i g St ofter
ention ; to the illiterate, b i
them important instructi ’ becanse 1t proer
uction; to the young, b i

them with salutar ’ 1 exmmplen L Presents

¥ precepts and good exampl

them to reflect on th e the ncustoms

€ proper mode of living; to th

world, whom it furnish i Tl recreation s on e

es with noble and useful re~reat;

traveller, whom it enab| ‘ i rrothers in eocre

, es to find friends and brothers § i
where else he would be j i e worthy.

‘ isolated and solitary; to th
phers olate S ; e worthy man

Wh::;st:sxitut?e, to whom .1t glves assistance; to the afflicted, on

1t lavishes consolation ; to the charitable man, whom it en-

th among

importance, and of enjoyi

religion, morality, and philanthropy,
. re, should be a man of honor and
‘ : of con-
isrcl‘:ience, prefeirflng lus. duty to everything beside, even to his life-
theelgi?decx;t in' 315 opmions, and of good morals - submissive tc;
S, devoted to humanity, to his count ¢ i i
A ! » to his family ; kind
and indulgent 'to his brethr A, fri ! o an
nt en, friend of all virtuous me
ma};lg to as;nst hls fellows ﬂy all means in his power o and
o us dwnll yo:u' be ‘fwaithfuli.to yourself, to your fellows, ‘and to
» and thus will you do honor to the name and rank of Sgcret

E *

A Freemason, therefo



