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BIRD'S-EYE GLANCE 25 

it projected out 1101es in the 
upper, which fact proved to us that it was not a com­
mon alligator, but a true crocodile (Crocodilus acurus). 
This is the oocond instance on record of the capture of 
this reptile in the United States. 

C. J. MAYNARD. 





















COASTWISE ROUTES OF TRAVEL. 

W INTER is approaching, and numbers are un­
doubtedly looking forward with pleasure to the 

period when they will leave Old Boreas in the rear, and 
bask in the sunbeams of Florida; and 

the present seems time, I propose 
nishing a few statements the benefit of 
contemplate a visit 

As the south-west seene of my last 
wanderings) presents attractive field for 
sportsman, I shall refer to it in this communication. I 
fancied that my articles published in the "Forest and 
Stream" were sufficiently explanatory, but from the 
large number of letters I have received, I find that 
something more is necessary, and I shall endeavor to 
furnish the required 

Steamships leave Baltimore 
Savannah. Floricia be reached by 
various rail routes, ~an be ascertained 
inquiring at any offices. 
leave New York for Oharleston three times weekly, and 
from Philadelphia every Saturday, connecting with rail­
road, and with the stanch, seaworthy, comfortable, and 
ably officered sea-going steamers, the Dictator and Oity 
Point. Fare from New York to Jacksonville, including 
state-room and meals, $27.50; excursion ticket, $50. 











40 CO.ASTWISE ROUTES 

the south-west. could be 
made for the cheap transportation of such a boat from 
New York to Oedar Keys by the New York and Fer­
nandina line of steamers. But if money is no object, I 
would recommend intending sportsmen to secure a boat, 
with sailing master, at Oedar Keys, Tampa, or Manatee, 
at from four to five day. But 
I that many of the the coast 

weakness, awl desired the 
must be kept under key. 

FRESCO." 









































































































UP THE ST. RIVER. 

winters ago the one of a merry 
who, on pleasure .swell the 

overwhelIJ.ling stream of tourists who, fleeing from the 
Northern cold, sought shelter in the Sunny South. 
After various incidents of travel we found ourselves in the 
crowded parlors of the St. James at Jacksonville, and 
planned our trip. Two years have wrought great 
changes since then, even in that sleepy land, and I am 

this winter's flock will find bettm· 
to our lot on 

Even as it was~Toeoi railroad and aU­
one to be remembered life-time; and all 

it should do so. 
We left Jacksonville on a bright warm morning, in 

the Florence, a comfortable boat, with courteous and 
obliging officers; and comfortably seated on deck en­
joyed the trip exceedingly from Jacksonville to Toeoi. 
Every mile carried us farther from the frosty North. 

,John is a magnifieent Originating 
Everglades in the Florida, it flows 
nearly three hundred when it bends 

east, and empties ocean twenty-
from Jacksonville, at the bend. 
hundred miles 







ST. JOHNS RIVER. 95 

uuder the pines used up while a 
little asthmatic tea-kettle of a steam-engine was being 
tinkered into going condition. ' Finally, ready for its 
task, it was hitched to two dilapidated boxes on wheels, 
into which, by tight crowding, we succeeded in squeez­
ing ourselves. The day was chilly, the cars full of 
cracks where there been 
windows 
capes had 
rain to is, if 
possible, pine 
and cypress (no iron) were worn, chipped, shivered, and 
rotten. We smashed one flat to the ties,and had a 
narrow escape"from being capsized into the swamp; and 
had our engine the power to have bumped us along 'a 
few feet further, we should have had a serious, perhaps 
fatal, accident to wind up our pleasure trip. As it was, 
all hands and lifting our again 

crawled along for hours, 
put a new rail to dip 

muddy water from into the 
boiler, log to furnish to our 
wheezy little engine. At last, the fifteen miles accom­
plished, we reached St. Augustine tired and worn-out. 
May we never have to go over that road again. The 
road leads through a swampy country, and some of the 
scenery was almost grand: great cypress trees, with 
their sLanding in murky draped 
with" of gray moss 

feet in length; 
trees, or sailing 

a funereal character 
might have drawn 

scenery 
I 

• 



































112 FLORIDA, THE PROMISED LAND. 

there some 
n.l""UJ'" V'~U'~~UM'" where the travelling 

neat, comfortable 
and good, wholesome fare. The" finest oysters in the 
world" can be had in abundance during the winter sea-
son; fish can be had all the year nbun-

and a great, of there 
are countless other to gratify 
the taste for what is truly beautiful. 

Many varieties of pretty shells can be found on the 
ocean beach. Sometimes one finds a sort of spiral case 

hundreds diminutive shells. make 
necklaces, resembling white coral. The delicate 

flesh tint of these shells makes them beautiful, while 
their frailty insures their being carefully cherished. 
Just now, we Indian river citizens are compelled to live 

not to our habits 
trust the 
dwellings situated in native 

wilds, the visitor here will behold handsome residences 
in the midst of grounds tastefully and lavishly adorned 
with all the different fruits, flowers, and evergreens which 
this climate is of producing. 

O. B. MAGRUDER. 







FORT CAPRON. 

during the 
they have 

genus. The 
do through the 

which contains but 
as the celebrated 

but as winter 
flavor as any other 

they inhabit, 
of the "pine 

IOCCHHllC;llO. are almost 
brooks of New 

115 

Indian river, so called, is not properly a river; but 
rather a sound or salt-water lagoon, being separated 
from the ocean by a narrow strip of sandy land over­
grown with palmettoes and mangroves. It is about one 
hundred and fifty miles long, and ranges. from several 

to forty yards On the east it is 
several inlets fromthrongh which the 

flows freely. rivers enter it 
the principal are the San 
Lucia, and No country 

have ever visited affords as great a variety of game and 
fish as South Florida. Besides large game, such as 
bear, deer, turkeys, etc., this region literally swarms 
with snipe and ducks, at least during the winter months. 
Partridges (bob whites) are also sufficiently numerous to 

• afford sport; but I have never seen a woodcock in that 
section. The snipe the savannahs 

These natural meadows) 
sufficient moisture the birds, without 

miry as to render difficult or 
so often the 

of these snipe grounds of many hundred acres in ex­
tent, several miles in rear of Fort Capron, I used to 
enjoy most delightful sport, seldom returning without 
a full bag. 

I would advise sportsmen desirous of snipe shooting 
that section, to instead of 

























17T<iTn,~,,- ON SPRUCE 125 

We swung our hammocks between two trees by the 
fire, and after a supper of bass, with bread and coffee, 
should have slept sweetly but for a band of hungry 
mosquitoes which, lighted by the moonbeams, found us 
out and sung in our ears their detestable song. Next 
morning we started at sunrise,and trolled up the creek 
with hand rod and reel, spoons 

hand line Buel's white 
metal; reel line two brass revolving 
round a the latter seemed favorite, 
and took larger fish. Got Ol1lnp at 
8 A. M., with twenty-five black bass and four red-fish. 
The former were from one to three pounds' weight, and 
the latter of about the same size; we lost three bass by 
shaking loose the hook. As the weather looked threat­
ening, we broke camp and returned down the river, tak-
ing four bass by the way. W 0 entangled 

banks at low tide, hour, 
When we got shal-

to the breeze, and the 
river 
lay on tho rounded a point. emerged 
into the broad Halifax, we saw two objects on the further 
bank which looked, at the distance of half a mile, like 
bears, but being quite near a house, Lewis thought they 
must be black hogs feeding along the beach, though they 
looked too large for hogs of this region. We learned 
afterward had repeatedly this 
very spot, carried off hogs who 
lived there. if we had sailed 
my guide rifle and hound 
probably one or both. 

Having caught these black bass (Gryst68 8filnltOi4s8) in 





















THE ENVIRONS OF TALLAHASSEE. 

'"THE City of Tallahassee, the capital of the State 
of Florida, is situated in Leon county, about thirty 
north of the Gulf and half-way hntumrm 

eastern and western the State. 'rallahassee 
Indian word, "old fields. 

site of the long ago the 
of the savages. upon the 

of a hill, and is mile in length, by 
eighths in breadth. Its people are hospitable, refined, 
polite, and very sociable; and the stranger visiting there 
will receive more attention than at any other city in the 
South. It is a yery paradise for bachelors, on account 
of the number, the beauty, and the charming manners 

the ladies. 'rhe very pleasant, 
number of soft, warm summer" days 

winter, is very though a fire is 
the evenings, yet, day the visitor 

almost entirely air with comfort 
pleasure. 

To the sportsman, the prospect is admirable. In 
eyery direction, for miles from the town, are wide fields, 
whi(~h s\varm with quail. A fair day's shootiug-allow­
mg the sportsman to take his breakfast at a reasonable 
hour, and start leisurely, returning for supper at dark-























































































178 YACHTING ON THE 

a baekwoodsman are always amusing, and awaken 
the common interest of all the craft. So it is late before 
we mature plans with our new friends for a hunt to­
gether, and they call their dogs and go to their cabin, 
and we turn in in the yacht. 

L. W. LEDYARD. 











































































































THE OKEECHOBBE EXPEDITION. 231 

ritt's Island, or to the prairies bordering Salt or South 
Boatmen and be hired to any 

the lagoon and ,Tames Stewart, 
the Blonde, is trustworthy and 

Russell is upon the game 
of Indian river, found of great 

to any -party contemplating a winter's camp here. Ad­
dress them at Sandy Point, which is the old name for 
Titusville. 

I visited some old acquaintances here, and walked 
over to the store of a man named J oyners. I was much 
surprised to find him overjoyed to meet 

more so as but once. My 
warmed as he poured congratulation and 

thought here friend, if he did 
suspicious squint in never once looked 

in the face. my disgust to find, 
returning to the boat, that he had despatched a "jus­
tice" to arrest me for an alleged violation of the license 
law, in giving a man, whom I had hired, an old coat. 
A friend told the justice he thought he'd better not 
trouble me, and the justice departed, saying he " thought 

too. " We left daybreak one 
wind gradually at noon it was 
a gale, and we to seek shelter 

Oleander Point, miles from 
A gale is in which Indian 

excels; either a gale or a calm. But then this is a 
Gtol'my winter, though it is hard to realize it with the 
r.hcrmometer at shirt-sleeve temperature. Oleander Point 
is formed of disintegrated shells, .white as snow, the 
beach ending in a crescent-shaped bar. South of this 
beach is a coquina formation, extending for miles, where 

























OKEECHOBEE EXPEDITION. 243 

by the that he goes no don't know 
that the people of this section are more avaricious than 
in any other-indeed, I have always found the residentE 
generous and hospitable-but the temptation to bleed a 
man with money is irresistible where money is so scarce. 
Along the St. Johns, at the hotels, it is worse than on 
Indian just as a "cracker it one 
day at He came to my 
with hand containing 
he had Says he : 

" I'cck'n I've gut a 
"Ah !" 
" Yis; when you uns was done gone inter Okeecho-

bee, I cought these yer animils fer yer. Ye see, I was a 
cuttin' down a cabbage palmeteer and found these yer 
into the middle on't; and as I never seed any like 'em I 
jest put 'em in a bottle, and hev been feedin' 'em nigh 
on two s'pose you want ? " 

" take them; how 
worthless, but thc 

whatever was 
of value. 

" Wall, I don't know; I reck'n about two dollars a 
piece! " 

"Do you think that enough, Mr. T. ?" 
" Wall, they'se been a heap uv trouble to me, an'I've 

neglected my grubbin' to feed them thar critters, an' I 
railly worth considerable but I 
didn't rmtch you Yankees " 

That note rung by 
Florida, much you Yankecs 
collapsing. 

At Smyrna met Dr. Fox, the guide to the Savan-
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284 SOUTH-WEST FL0JUDA. 

As an evidence of the tropical character of the 
climate at this point I need but refer to the fact that 
the wanderer find cleven cocoanut 
on margin the and 
see no reason why tropical fruits and plants should not 
be profitably cultivated the banks of the Oaloosahllt~ 
chie. If we young and to mllke ourselves 
a home in a new country, we would without hesitation 
locate on the banks of this stream. The winters are 
pleasant, and summers not warm. 
Northern people entertain the 
of the thermometer in southern Florida must be much 
higher than in the North!" but this is a mistake. To 
illustrate this position select at random a statistics 
fro m Blodgett's excellent and reliable work on Climatol­
ogy; and for the purpose of comparison again refer to 
observations Punta for year 
illustrating the highest lowest thermOInetric range: 

New 

Philadelphia ..•••. 

Washington, D. C. 

St. Lonis, Mo ..... 

Cinclllllll.U. Ohio .• 

Key West, Fla .... 

Key 

Key 

LOWEST THERMOMETRIC RANGE. 

1'.Ullta Ra.sBa, Fla.. 1874 79 42 81 50 85 55 87 55 90 59 91 70 







METEOROLOGY; 287 

ANNUAL PRECIPITATION RAIN AND MELTED 

S'l'A'!'IONS. 

MONTH. 
Fort Brooke, 

Florida. * 
Fort Meyers, 

Florida.t Charleston. Philadelphia. 

----- -----_._------
January ... 2.20 3.90 2.33 3.00 

3.01 16 3.39 2.94 

3.31 3.02 

1.95 1.72 

3.24 3.66 

7.04 5.00 

July ....... 11.10 8.45 6.15 4.22 

August .... 10.10 8.51 7.53 4.67 

September. 6.23 9.45 6.3! 3.53 

October .... 2.40 1.37 3.04 3.18 

November. 2.00 2.23 

December .. 2.83 3.68 

8.56 8.60 10.97 

Summer ... 28.24 1S.0S 12.45 

Autumn ... 10.63 11.61 

Winter .... S.04 S.33 9.40 10.06 

year ...... 55.47 62.91 48.29 45.:.6 

* Fort Brooke is at Tampa Bay, Florida. 
t Fort Meyers is on the Caloosahatchie River, Florida. 







































306 SOUTH-WEST FLORIDA. 

of Flor~da,in 1874, I had been looking forward with pleas-
ure to a period be favorf'd with 
the lake; and My 
was to navigate 
lets, and if possible 
ocean; but I was At some future 
we can find the congenial companions, we propose reach­
ing the lake, via the Ochlawaha and Kissimmee rivers. In 
an ordinary stage of water we are convinced that a boat 
could be navigated through the marsh between the lake 
and tho rapids on the Oaloosahatchie. But to the 
uninitiated the would be to 
what particular the lake. 

About four 
very large cypress 
persons searching 
From what we from the lay 
(or, more properly speaking, swamp), and from the 
statements of Billy, the -mouth of the creek is south of 
the large cypress half a mile. From our point of obser­
vation the lake trended to the south, and we are con­
vinced that in a direct line the shore of the lake is 

not over 
curiosity 

could, under 
home stretch, and 
and exhausted. 

most respectfully recommend a five-mile experience of 
such walking to Weston when he trains for one of his 
pedestrian feats. As regards "AI Fresco,"· he without 
the least hesitation asserts that. he has had enough of 
Okeechobee swamp experience to last him a life-time. 
We have wandered in more than one seotion of the 























INDI.AN MOUNDS AND 317 

a frying pan; I was absorbed in the amusement, when 
I was startled by a large buck and doe plunging into the 
bay within a few feet of my person. When Harry and 
Frank returned they informed me that they had started 
a number, fired at two, but did not kill. All the larger 
islands are stocked with deer, and on most of them dogs 
are in fact still preferable 
mode. immense numbers islands, 
and are visible the bay 

mud flats opposite place 
and curlews 

time, apparently waiting to be destroyed. 
of the island the sportsman will find a large fresh-water 
lagoon, where excellent water can be obtained. For the 
invalid who is piscatorially inclined, and who desires an 
excellent climate, we would say, Spend a few weeks or 

northern end of 'l'he 
excellent, frost bathing 
beyond description, plentiful on 

the main land. this 
ind ucemen ts, 

advise any visiting Oharlotte spend some 
days here. Yesterday I received a communication from 
a gentleman residing in the interior of Pennsylvania, in 
which I find the following: 

"I have greatly desired to visit Florida for years 
past, but have feared the trip on account of fevers and 
bad lune also heard insects of 

enough of an a whole-
some woods in fly time. 

I postponing the of these 
subjects final communieation, I find so 
much ignorance prevailing on many points, I shall take 





















TAMPA. , 327 

. July. Before leaving, he induced Frank to purchase a 
small bunch of when we attempted 

the climate' all 
land along the 

a poor turnip 
health 

rapidly settling up. At the passes the fishing is inferior, 
as compared with many points to the north or south. 
The residents of the main land occasionally visit the i~lands 
and drive for deer, and in consequence these animals are 
shy and difficult to approach by the still hu·nter. 

Finding nothing or detain us 
Water Harbor, we boat for the Anelot.e 

miles to the 
the harbor, the 

miles toward 
extensive sand bank 
channel. After rounding the bank a north-west course 
must be kept, leaving the shore two or three miles to the 
right. At this distance from land the water will be 
found to be about four or five feet in depth, and a look­
out must be kept for" nigger heads," black rocks, 1Il 

Borne cases covered few inches of water. 
water is very clear, will be 

detecting them is taken. 
a few miles of long point will be 

covered with tall the left several 
keys. By keeping close to the point and following the 
channel next the main land, the Anelote river will be 
found a quarter of a mile north of the point. A short 
distance from the mouth of the river, on the north side, 
the tourist will notice some stakes, and if he lands he 
will find a well of excellent water but a few yards from 



























340 SOUTH-WEST FLORIDA. 

luscious-cooking The bars off 
the Crystal river with the largest 
salt oysters to the American coasL 
he has visitors visits these beds 
obtains a boat delicious bivalves 
benefit of his guests, who have them cooked 
when they like, or can open and deposit them when the 
spirit moveth. Having referred to the bivalve attrac­
tions of the place, I may as well notice the host and 
hostess as well as the house and dietetic attractions. 

Mr. Jones is a Bostonian, and served with honor in 
the First Massachusetts during the war. 
will find him unobtrusive, 
studious of the his guests. Mrs. 
native of Bloomfield, and will be 
intelligent, affahle, ever ready to 
to the comfort and pleasures of those who favor her with 
their patronage. She seems to anticipate every want of 
her visitors, and as a cook and housekeeper she cannot 
be excelled. Everything was scrupulously clean, and 
the table in every way unexceptionable. What the vis­
itor to Florida seldom with, he will find Ht Homo­

UV.UJX'-U''''UV bread, fresh 
daily, and fresh twice weekly. 
to a lavish supply neeessaries and luxuries 
the visitor is deposit an indefinite 
of the most delicious aftcr each meal, ,",pjew/lpn 

times, and before retiring at night. The house is near 
the river, one story high, and surrounded by a spacivus 
veranda. The rooms open on the verandas on two sides, 
the ceilings being very high, and 'each having a fire-place 
in i.t. The beds are such as visitors seldom find in Flor-
ida. Owing to number of rooms, 
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~HE lEW ~ORK IAFETY ~TEAM lOWER ~O. 
Give 
GRACEl'UL BOATS, of 
tion and be 
a large amount of dry 
price list sent on application. 

Yaehts. Thdr experience 
swiftnesR, with such and simplified machinery 

IDlmaged by any with a little instruction. They fitted with light 
light engine, capable of running high speed without shal,e 

them to furnish LIGHT ANn 

or a very eonsump-
Btrone; boilers, to make 

jal'. Illustrated and dlscriptive 

New Yori 8a'(j'y .'(jam Pflwer 80.,8." 
:It) (;ORTLilNDT S'I'liEET, NEW YORK..I 
























