CUBAN ANNEXATION.

Infiuence of Anrexatien on the Sugar Interest
—Letter from John S. Thrasher.

SanvueL J. PeTERs, Bsq: Dear Sir: 1 cannot
sutmit the fellowing observations upon the effeet which
a chiange in the polittcal condition und relation of Cuba,
wouid have upon the commereial interesis of New-Qr-
leans; and the agricul:ural interegts of Louisiana, to any
ond with greater propriety thau 1o yourself, Your long
continuved acquaintance with these importaut sourees of
cur wealth and prosperity, and the solicitude you have
cver exhibited, tor their increase and perminent estab-
lishment and welrare, have given you an intimate knowl-
edge of their wants and of their tendeneies, while your
acknowiedged judgment and experience will enable you
te deicet at a glance any fullacy or errer which {may in-
cur. [ wouid submit my cpinions to the scrutiny of ex-
perience, and to the test of truth, -

The industry of Cuba is almost entirely absorbed in
tlie culture of the sugar eanc and the tobacco plant, and
its attendani labors ; and the necessary supplies for its
constumytion eome almost entirely trom abread,  These
suppites projperly divide themselves into two elasses ;
that of sustenance, or food, and that of nse, or uitensils
ard clething ; the former of which greatly preponderates
in value.

. The natural scuree of supply for the elass of stste-
nance is the great valley of the West. as is evident {rom
the following table of cight of its princinal articles, taken
from the oflicial returns of the commerce of Cubu:
Average of Imyports for three Years, 1848 —50.

Seur.bbls. L 234,264 Pork, dry & wet, 1b. 1,431,773
Lard,ib............. J0,168 5385 [ Serked beed, 1b, .. ... 34,556 050
Qlivewsl, ih......... . 8401000 Hams, Ib............ 2,017 A%
Beef, diy and wet. .. 582,025 Batter, b, ..... ... 685,39

The fact that New Orleans is the great exporting port
of nearly all these articles, and that it is the one most
easily aecessiltle to both the preditcer and tite consumer,

-would induce the supposition that the greater portion of
them are obtained from thence. -Hlow erroneous thi3
suppcesition i, will be seen in the following classifica-
ticn of the foregoing table:

Whence Imported and Rate of- Duty.

From United Staics, Iy, Other places,  Dauty.
Flour, bbis...... 5,642 €10 81'bbl. 228002 €2 52 hinl.
Lard, lhs........ 10,193,370 4 3u qt). 121,225 4 J0 qtl.
+ Olive Qil, lbs. ... —~— 287 qtl. 8,451,000 37 qtl.
Beef,1bs......... 358,161 175 gt). 143,664 1 75 qtl.
Pork, lbe........ 1,322,655 286 qtl. 1°2123 2 16 g4tl.
Jerked Beef, 1bs. 196 qtl. 30,566,990 1 17 qtl.
Hams, 1bs, . ..., 1,228,443 3 58 qtl. 818,963 3 48 qcl.
Butter, ibs...... 615,167 4 77 qtl. 66,252 4 77 qgtl,

Here we find that unequal tiscal impositions change
thie natural current of trade, and that Flour instead of
being brought from the cheapest mart in the world, is
sought on the other side of the Atlantic; that Olive Oil
of the most inferior quality is enabled to compete Lurgely
with Lard tor domestic purposes ; and that of 31,531,959
rounds of meats consumed, only 2,800,259 pounds, or a
fraction over 8 per cent. is iinported from the United
States ; while Butter and Pork, being subject to an

eyuality of fiscal exactions, are imported to the extent of

mere than 30 per cent. from this country.

In contemplating the commerce of Cuba, there is an-

other peint worthy of eur dispassionate attention. Un-
cer its present excessive fiscal burdens, prices are main-
tained at a point that materially diminishes coustimp-
ticnr. The mean price of tlour there at this time is S16
per burrel ; that of lard 15 cents a pound ; olive oil, 12
cents; beef, 7 cents; jerked beef, 6 cents; hams, 11
cents ; and butter, 23 ceuts a pound. 1 do not hesitate
to say, and I belicve every unprejudiced mind will agree

with me, that with 2 taritt that should not exceed one

dollar a barsel on flour, and one cent a pound on lard-
tGd meats, not only would the revenue of the Govern-
ment be increascd, but the commerce of the Island, and
the wellare of its inhabitants would be vas!ly augmented.

The following table of compurative consumption at
present mean prices, and estiinated consumption at
mean prices wWhich would leave an abundunt margin
for profit and charges, I do not deemn in the slightest
degree exaggerated :

Mean Present Meun Estimated

prive. eonsump, | price. consumg.
Flour,bbl. .. ... $16 234,204 310 500,010
Lard.lb.... ..... 15¢. 10,168,545 le. 25,000,000
Olive oil, 1b. . ... 12¢. 8,451,900 12¢, 4,500,000
Beef,lb......... PG, 502,625 tic. 20,000,000
Pork,1b,....... Se. 1,434,778 7¢. 16,000,000
Jerked beef, Ib.. fc. 30,566,950 {ic. 14,000,040
Butter, 1b...... 25¢. 685 319 0. 2.003.600

In this estimate | assume that flour would double in
quantity, and the consumption would be cntirely of
American product : that Jurd would not only experience
its natural increase of consumption from the diminution
of cost to the consumer, but that it would dizplace in a
great measure the inferior olive oil that now compeles

C with it; and that the consumption of meats would un-
. dergo a moderate increase, excluding in o great degreo
the very poor article of jerked beef now inperted so
largely from Buenos Ayres, in conseqguence of itsless
cGAL to the consumer.

‘T he great advantages which the market off New-Or-
leans presents for this comnmerce, would undoubtedly
atiract to itself by far the lurgest portion of it 5 and a
moderate calculation demonstrates that the increased
vialue of trade which would acerue to ity merchants by
a change to a liberal fiscil system in Cuba, would not be
less than $25,000,000 annually, or nearly one-fitth of
tiieir present export trade.

The effect which a change in the political conditinn of
Cuba and her relations to the United States would have
ugren the great stayle of Louisiana cannot bn submitted
to the same severe calculation; but decming, as |
do. that misapprehension pervades the public mind on
thie point, I would submit, with due deterence, the toliow-
icz chrervations:

The present aim of the people of Cuba is to establish,
througha successful revolution there, a free Government,
a: Jd to secure by this means the right of self*governmeant,
and a permanent safegnuard against the present nefarious
sy stem of importing Jarge numbers of savage negroes
frem Africa, which menaces the future safety of society
in that island.

No man there dreams that this revolution. however
rarnid and successful it might be, can be etfected without
a temporary interruption of the industrial labors of the
country, and a subsequent temporary diminution of its
prcduciivences.

The duration, or the ultimate effect of this disturbance
upen the supply and the prices of sugar, now beeame an
article of necesrury consunp:tion in the world, cannot be
e~timated by any process of calculation.  That its pres-
ent effect would be to diminish the produetion and to en-
hance Brices, no one can doubt.

The establishnent of 4 free Government in Cuba eould
not produce anv immediate prejudice to the sugar-plant-
ing interest of Louisiana, for it would not disturb inany
way the fiscal protection which the present tariff extends
to it.

It is the subsequent admission of that Island as one of
the States of this Union, which is supposed to nurture
disaster and ruin for the suzar jlanters of Louisiana.

I will net deny my fixed belief that the vast majority of
the prople of Cuba desire the admission of their country
ta the benefits of this confederacy, when it can be at-
tainned with honor to theinselves as a people, and with
idue regard to their social institutions and interests,

But 1 do not entertain the beliefthat this event is preg-
nant with ruin, or even with injury to the sugar planting
interest of this State, and to such as suppose that such
4 result follow the admission of Cuba in the Union, |
I would suggest the fullowing reflections.

The produet of sugar to the aere in Cuba differs very
slightly from that of Louisiana, while the differenee in
the amount preduced per hand is even less than the dif-
f-rence of praduct to the acre, and is probably in favor
of the Louisiana planter from his improved system of
culture, and betier care and fecding of his hands.

The great elements of the less cost of production of
sugar in Cuba than in this country, consist in the supe-
rior cheapness of labor, and the lower value of land
there. ‘The average value of ficld hands in Cuba is $500,
while in this State their value is $1,200 ; and tho mean
value of land is known to be furless than here. In
these great items consist almost the entire advantage
which the planter of Cubi possesses over him of Louis
iara. .In other respects he labors under disadvantages ;
fur instance. the cost of his supplies, whish i3 greater

federacy. would be the immediate cessation of the Afri-
can Slave-trade, and the appreciation i value ot the
slaves there, consequent upon the eutting off' of tais
scurce of cheap supply. |

Next in the ¢eale of economiz results, attendiug the
admiscion of Cuba to the Union, would be the equaliza-
tion of the value of slaves. They could not remain at an
average value of $500 there, while they bore that of
$1.200 here, and freedom of intercourse between the two

in Cubi, or decline here. Astue numerical preponder-
ance is so great on the side of this country, it is ¢ legiti-
mate supposition, vhat by fuar the greatest effeet wonld he
produced upon the smaller mass in Cuba, and that con-
sequently, their value would advance there.

Such an equalizatien in the value of labor in this coun-
try and in Cuba, would contribute in a great degree to
an equalization of the cost of production of sugar in cach,
inereasing it in Cuba and diminishing it in Louisiana, in
the exoct proportion of its effect upon the value of Jtbor
resyectively.

That a great increase in the value of land in Cuba
would follow the admission of that istand to the beaelits
of this Coufederacy, I presume no one douits. Suech a
result would contribute also to augment the cost of its
agricultural produets, thus removing another of the im-
portant constituents of the product of chicap sugar there.

The increase in the cost of production of this staple in
Cuba, would be a far more permanent and etlicient pro-
tection to the sugar plauter of Louisiana, than the pre-
sent fiscal iy ost upon sugar ; while so long as Cuba is
enabled to produce it at less cost than Louisiana, and
the derire in the North to obiain cheap sugar exists, the
danger to the sugar plantiug intercsts in this country
will not only remain, but may continue to increase

The eflect of great changes in the value of labor upon
agriculturzl products, is notably exemyplified in the course
of the cuiture and the price of coflee.

Cuba was formerly a coflee exporting country. Sub-
recuently to the partial suppression of the Slave-trade
under the treaty between England and Spain, ths aver-
age value of negroes in Cuba was, for a lony period, (rom
$1400 to $450. Brazii continued the Siave-trade, and from
ter proximity to the ceast of Africa, and the abundant

“supply of slaves, th8ir average value in her markets fell
tofrem $256 to K300,

The Ceflee cullure requiring no expensive machinery,
or other outlay than that for hands, was largely entered
into there, and Brazil was enabled to compete success-
fully with Coffee-producing countries.
sell every oneelse, and the mean price of Coffee in her

labor could not preduce it at this price. and her Coffee
fields were abandoned, and her labor transferred to other
! and more remunerating emplovment.

issucd the edict establishing measures for the final sup-
result is shown in the following extract from the report

Slave-Trsde: >

. ' The evidence btefore your Cc 1
importatior sof slaves into Brazil in 1847 was 36,172 ; in 1848,
€0,600; in 1849, 54.0:0; but that in 1851 it had dnminished to
3.2(7, snd in 1852 to 7¢0, of which last importation a consid-
erable
ment.’

 The céssation of the supply immediately enhanced the
- value of labor in her markets, and under the increasc of
. the cost of its production the price of c:ffee began 1o
- appreciate in her markets, and it now stands at a mean
of ten cents, with a prospect of gradual -but continued
advanece. "o T Toolc ool T
- Put the coffee planters of Tubs Bad Doen mined and

pressien of the slave-trade in the empire, and ity

”
Committee proves that.the

PortiOn had been seized by the Brazilian Govern-’

from his greater distance from their place of production.
The first great result of the establishiment of a free
Government in Cuba, or of its admission to this Con-

countries existed. They would cither advancein value

She could under-

rorts fell to six cents 2 pound, Cuba with her dearer

On the 14th of November, 1650, the Emperor of Brazil

to the British Parliament by the Select Committee on the :

died in poverty, while their slaves pas<ed into oller
Lunds, and their tields now lie tallow or have hoen soll
Le” other u=es, A mnew geoeration has grown up,
skilicd in new labers, and theugh the enhancing valne
ef 1xsbor in Brazil should continuc to enhance the price
oi her stuple product, she will still have ‘the markets of
the world to ker scle benefit. Great econoinic changes
are not producid exeept by violence, or nnder the long
continued action of jpoweritl eatres. :

There is anotlier argument of great weiaht bearing
uj:on the question of the admission of Cubato this
Unicn, which should not be forgotten,

‘While the equalization of the cost of the production
of sugur in Louisiana and Cuba would bring to thz
J.ouisiana planter a permanent protection, the admission
of Cuba to the Union would muake the United States the
greut sugyr grower, as it is the great cotton grower of
the world. Under the increasing power of our moral
infleence, relaxations of the fiscal regulations of other
countries, (ncinly all of which box sugar as a luxury,)
would be obtuined, and its consumption thercby vastly
increased to the great benefit of the producer.  The re-
sults that would flow from such an attainment cannot
even be estimaied, ‘ ’

If there vicws are correct, as I believe they will be
found, upon a ecareful examination, to he, not only is
thcre no danger to the sugar planting interest of Louis-
iana from the zdmisrion of Cuba to this confederacy,
but great Benctits will acerue to that interest upon its
consuminatien. | .

S0 leng as Cuba continucg in her present condition,
the Louisiuna plaster will be continually m:naced by a
chieap sugar producing community on oue &ide, and an
earnest desire on the part of all the other members of
the coufederacy to ubtain their supplies at a low cost.
Onre Stigte, Ohio, hav already begun the strugete against
Louisiana, and bus pussed resolurions instrueting her
representatives in Congress to urge upon - the Seeresary
of the Treasury (hat sugur and molasses be nud upon
the list of articles te be imported free of duty,

In this war of interests Louisiana stands alone. How
long she will be able to maintain the strugels suce »ss-

fully can only be anatter of conjecture. The ultiwne |

result cannot be doubiful even to the most sa1guine ad-
vae:te of fiscal protdetion to the sugar growing interest.

There is another greater and more itin:diate danger

to this inierest,—one which it would seem to m? is not
pieperly appreeiated in this cotintry,

The Spanish Government in Cubn has declared that its

duty is to inercase the supply of labor in that- island at
all hazards. A new code for the government and disci-
pline of free luborers has been instituted, and great ex-
ertinug are being made under it, with the faver of the

Government, to bring in European, Indian and Asiatic |

laborers. Whatever the motives of the Government may

be, its declared policy is to reduce the price of jabor.
in jursuance of this idea, it is now seeking to estab-

lish a system of African apprenticeship, and oflers to the |
planters jin Cuba that it will give them apprentices to

labor for a series of years, at prices most inordinately

tow, and that i they will sustain the Government in the

measure it will introduce 100,080 negroes in one year.
In the meantime, the Slave-trade is stimulated and en-
courgged in every way, and at this mmoment is carried on

there with an activity that has net been equaled since

1846, when 20,000 negrees were brought in. o
If this policy is successfully established and the cost
of labor reduced to $2060 per hand, as the Spanish Gov-
ernment of Cuba argues it will be, what proteetion will
the present duty on sugar in this country afford the

Loui-iana planter against the almost costless sugar of

Cuba? .
I'ive years of such competition would suffice to ruin
every rugar-planter in this State. They would follow

the ceflfee-planters of Cuba in poverty to the grave.

Thoeugh the ruin of Cuba should then fotlow, as it donbt-
less would, aud her now fertile fields be given up to
thousands of semi-savage Africans, coutd Lonisiana then
recreate her supar-growing interest 7 And if she did re-
create ity, would its present possessors enjoy its fruits ?
No eal can believe they would.

Theee views, which I present in ali candor, induce
me to Liclieve that so tar from the adnsission ot Cuba, ay
a sugar-arowing region, to this Union, bieing in any way
prejudicial to the same great interest in this State, its
censumnnation is the only measure that will conter sta-
bility upon the culture of the sugar-cane here, and con-
duce tu the
f.oniziaua. : _

The benefits of the measure to Cuba, ip an economie
point of view, will be cqgually great ifthey do not ex-
ceed thoce of ILouisiana.

permancnt welfare of the planting interest of

ANl gugmentation to more |

than double the value of every slave and a four-fold
irerease in the value of her lands will confer great in-

dividual wealth upon vast numters of her people, and re-
rlace many-1old the undoubted sacrifices necessary for
her revcluticn. |

The eflvet of her admission to this Counfederazy unon
the body politic in Cub1 are well and truthfully asserted
in the following words of one of her most illustrious
SONS :

“I'ere will she find peace and conso’ation. strensth and
protection, justice and freedomn ; and, resting upon these
solid found4ations, will in a short period exhibit to the worid
the porteptious spectacice of u people risine from the most
profound degradation and passing with the rapidity of tiwe
lightring’s lash 10 the hicheet point of rrentness,”

[ have thie honer to be, very respectfully and truly,
vour shedient scrvant, Joos. TIHRASHER.

NEW-0OrLeaxns, May 4, 1R54, |
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