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HISTOR.Y OF SIIEl.DY COUNTY 

J...:wghJin to give spiritual advice to her husband who had been 
brought to Shelbyville for trial on a charge of murder. 

Pat Higgins was the first Catholic in Shelbyville and Wm. 
Shinnick, who came to this country in 1849, was the next. 

In 1853, Bishop Spaulding, of the diocese (afterwards Arch 
Bishop of Baltimore) went to Europe to obtain more priests 
for Kentucky. He succeedcd in getting five, one of whom 
W:IS Hc\', John H. Bckkcrs, a native of Holland. To him is 
due the establishmc!lt of a church in Shelbyville. 

1n I R 55, he made his first trip to Shelbyville. His presence 
soon became known to the handfuJ of Catholics here and the 
next murning after his arrival the first mass ever celebrated 
in Shelbyville was celebrated at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 

~ 

Shinni(k. l 
Subscrirtions for the establishment of a Catholic Church was 

headed hy 1\1r. John Tevis for two hundred dolbrs, signed by 
LUll Furl', :Marioll c. TayJor, G. A. Armstrong, CuJvin Fore, 
tach giving one hundred doUars. Other donations from nOll­

C:Jtllo1its put the sum total up to nine hundred doJJars. This 
\\'ith s~\'i,:ml hundred accumulated among the fe\\' Catholics 
thcm~.dVf~s, encouraged Father Jkkkt'rs in his ambition to huild 
a :..!alt-dl here. . 

l\'irs. J:lllC CampbcH donated the lot 011 which to build the 
clHlreh. Prior to her first marriage, Mrs. Campbell was a 
C::lholic :U\d lived in !hltimore. She married Mr. Peter 
Cr:t})sU:r and the grandbthcr of the former assi:4ant post­
m:-!~,tcr. After 1\1r. Crapster>s death she married vViIliam F. 
Cunphe]l, abo a Protestant. 

'1 'he Jot was located 011 east lVIain Street, corner of First. 
Tilt' det:d from '<N. F. Campbell's wife, Jane, Was dated 
Dc{'cmhcr, 1 R 59. The lot wa" sevellty-eight by two hundred 
and twenty-four feet. 

Exr:a vatioll for the foundatioll was made in the spring of 
r RhO. The brick for the buiJding were made hy Ed. and 
Joh ~1 Brady. Th:: f{)undatioll was laid under the direction 
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CATPOJ.lCS 

of Jamc5 McCarthy and he was as~is(ed hy Pdcr Lee, Da\·jri 
Boyle, Thomas Fox, Thos. Gernert, John and f-iiicnad I-b:-t'Is, 
Joseph McGann, \Vill McFaddell and John LYO'IS, for which 
work they received no pay. C:u'pelltcrman's work was done 
by \Vatts ~uld Wells; the bricklaying by a man named Campion; 
plastering by Nuhn, and stone work by Hcrl11:m Deiss and 
Michael Browl!. 

The Church of the Annunciation was dedicated bv RL Rc\,. 
M. J. Sp~mlding. Two years later a re(t{lry was· built and 
then the priest (who hnd lived in a boarding house) had :. 
home of his own. Afler Father Uekkt:rs, Father-Lawrence 
Bax and Polydure Fermont, a missionary prif':st, attended the 
spiritual wants of the congregation uatil i fi6 I, v,'hen Rev, 
M. D. Lawler was appointed 'regular pastor. Rev. D. F. 
Crane, afterward Chapli!~ St. M..ry and Ehz3bclh Hl)spir~t1, 
came in 1868. 

In the t::arly '60'S a pipe organ was purchased and !;iven by 
Mrs. Chas. Harwood. The first organist was Miss Liz7,ic 
Deiss, then came Miss Maggie McQuillan, Miss Mary ~hin­
nick, Alyce Duboul'g, W. S. Kaltcnbacher, IVliss I\'lary Meade 
and Mrs. Ed. Shinnick. The first marriage ceremony in the 
church was that of Michael Brown and Miss Kate O'Connor) 
on January 8, 1861. 
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I h';TORl' OF Sli EUIY C(HJN'ry 

slclltiants of SOll1e of tllese childn:1I still live ill Shelhy County. 
Nicholas' son, l~ic1lanl (Bom Oct, 10, ! 777) married first, 
Eliz:thcth Thornton ill r8r8. After her de:tth he married her 
cousin, Susallnah F. Thol"lltofl ill I R22, lloth these young 
\\"O/l1CII ("arne from Carolille County, Virgin;;I. Richard Meri­
wether died ill Shelby COllllt)'. KCIlIt'cky, May f 7, I R5'0. He 
was slIn'i\'cd hy his wife, SUs;lIlllah, a daughter, Elizabeth, 
wil<) d;cd YOllllg', and threc SOilS, Hid,;u'd, Thorllton and (;corge 
vVood. J~ ichani JVh~1 iWeat her, Jr., never married. ThorlltUli 
Mcriwcthe,' alld C;corgc \Vood Meriwether m~rrierl and left 
childr"/J. Thc Mcriwethers of Shelhy County arc descendcd 
frorn rhe above na,m,d. Wills .mel deeds arc on file at Shclhy­
ville, Ky. 

From t r,c coming of Nidll)/a" Meriweathcr V, from Virginia 
to Shdhy County, KClItll!:ky, he Was active with other pioneers 
in the huiiding- I)f churches, schools and roads. lIe married 
as said the second tillie, a sister of Martin ]J;;nid. The chil­
drell ami !lIl'!r descendants of this marriage livc in Louisiana 
and I\'is~is~;ippi. Nic/;obs i\1eriweathcr V, died at the home of 
his son, Ri('hard Meriwether lIear Christiansburg, SheiLy
County, Ky., where he was buried,* 

He f('I'CnCt'S: 

"C%llial Vi:-ginia Register," \V. G, Stallard, pp. 9R, roo, 
I02- J05, r07· 

"Mel iwcthel' Family," hy BOil. George R. GiJrner, Ex-
Governor of the State of Georgia. , 

"Family Hccords," by the htc George \\T. Meriwether of
LOUIsville, Ky. 

• Cf;n'l)iI"',1 by ~: I~. :;I'~.:tn -r'm.nton .Mf'ti""fh~r JI~"ninK. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

Joseph HornJby* 

The master and mistress of Mt. Vernon were no husier with, 
or more ambitious about the Inndscaping or gardening they 
were doing on the ronks of the Potomac one hundred and forty 
years ago than was one of the pioneers of Shelby County. A 
diary written in ink between April, '798 and August, 1804, by 
Joseph Hornshy at his home in Southwestern Shelby County 
ncar where Clark's Station on the Southern Uailway now stands 
was devoted almost entirely to a record of the pJanting of rare 
flower seeds, the transplanting of valuahle vines and shrubbery 
and to his visits and intcr-rebtions with those who were then 
his relutions and neighbors. 

His bcauti rtil home at that pbce was called, (Grasslands," 
and he is said to have oWlled eight thous:lI1d acres at the lime 
of his death. A son of Joseph llofllshy and I tJnnah Linkley of 
Great Yarmouth, Norfolk County, England, born in 1746, 
he came to \Villialllsburg, Virginia when f,c\'clltcen years of 
age. In about J 770, he was llmrricJ to Mikked Thornton 

t Walker, daughter of the distinguished Dr. Thoma$ Walker, 
the first Kentucky explorer, amI of Mildred Thomtnn, Just 
what year they reached Shelby County is not dclinitdy shO'Nn 
by the records, but his brge holdiltgs of land in the vicinity 
of Clark's Station and where he died W'I~1l he w:!s sixty-si){ 
years old, cline to him, of COl.!rse, t.hrnugh grallt~, when the 
property was stin within the State of Virginia. He and his 
wife of such distillgtdshed ancestry were the parelltg of five 
childrcn~ all burn in the 1770's. They were I hnnah Hornsby, 
who married Thomas AHtn, Mildred Ilorllshy, \"'10 married 
her cousin, Nichobs l\'1en-iwuher Lewis, Jo~:eph i lomshr, \vho 
marri(:d Cynthi:t Allen (they had ten chi Idrcli) Thomas 
Hornsby, who married Frances Ht.::ndcrsoll and l\hrgaret 

"1)31" f"'nj.h~.J by Mr>, Ilcl1 W"t.Oll nol~lrr. 
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Iltwnshy, who married 0"'\ Alkn. The httc.r (Duple like Jo­
seph ! Iorllsh" and C}"lIt lla I CII, reared a f:tllliiy of ten chil­
dn~l1, and all 'Ive of the children of Thonms Hornsby were 
the pan~J1ts of families whose descendants for four and five 
generatiolls have lived and died ill Shelhy County; 01" llrc c;till 
csfeclllcd (irizclIs of Shelby, m- have heen among those \vho 
went nut into the world and helped to make Shelby County 
favornhly known, particularly in the States out under the west­

l 
u 

ern skies, long years after the original Joseph Hornshy had 
sowed and planted ;lIld raised his flowers ill the pioneer Ken­
tucky. The ABen, llornsb}', Boteler and Lewis families are f 
some of those whose names have been famiJiar in Shelby 
County and to Shelhy countians, wherever located for more 
than a hundred and thirty years. t 

PART VI 

TRADITION AND REMlNISCENCES 
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~.jl.... HI!>TORY or SlIIn.nY CO~Nrx. 
5J.-.V" (} ~~ c...~IlM~ t H~~ 
Sprigg, tRJo, ,834, 18~n, lS]H, 1839, 1840, 1851-J853; 

'Vf~u 
Jas. 

M. Bullock, 1831, ]8]6; Isham T. Underwooo, IllJ3; Nicho­
las Smith, ] 837; "'m. C. Hl1]]ock, J838; John A. Logan, t 839; 
'Nm. Welch, \VaJtcr C. Drake, J 841; }{obcrt Doak, \Vm. S. 
HdOl, 1842; LJoyd Tevis, Fkming L. Garnett, ]843; Mar-

D. McHenry, 184..1:, J846; Sh:1I1I10n Reid, Jas. (;. BaIl's, 
J845; \Vol. 1.. Jones, 1846, 1848; John Brower, IbrtwclJ A. 
Bailey, 1847; Josi:lh H. Mag.'uder,1848; Tandy M. ABell. 
Gideon Mitchell, ,849; Thos. Todd, 1850; J:IS. L. Caldwell, 
J 85 J -I g51, J 857- J859; Marion C. Ta lor Thos. Jones, 1853­
1855; Archibald C. Urown, os ua eVIS, IS55-IB57; Stephen 
T. Dralle, ]857-rR59; Henry Jlohannon, (859-1865; Field­
ing Neil, 1859-1861; Jos. W. Davis, 1865-1867; CuJvin San­
den:, J 867-1869; John F. \Vight, J 869- J 87'; J05. P. Foree, 
J87J-1873· 

The Ht~presel1tativcs from this time forward were in the 
order named: 

Thos. W. Hinton, John F. \Vight, John A. Thomas. 
G. N. Robinson, Harrison Hailey, J. C. Beckham, G. N. 
Robinson, J. J. Long, John Bf)tts, Newton Bright, P. J. 
FOI'CC, Micbael O'Sullivan, S. W. Booker, J. A. Frazier, 
Elliott n. Heard, John W. Ho11allo, Dr. \V. R. Ray, Geo. L. 
Pickett, W. T. Beckham, John Edwin Brown, E. J. Doss. 

Those of the Senate from 1878, who were residents 9f 
Shelby County were ill the order named: 

William Anderson, Newton Frazier, Philip J. Beard. 

CHAPTER III 

Delegates in Constitutional Convention 

The State records of the compact with Virginia in 1789, 
and of the Constitutional Convention held in Danville in 1792 , 
do not give the names of the representatives composing the 

convention. 
Shelby County's delegates in the Constitutional Convention 

of 1799, were Benjamin Logan and Abraham Owens. In the 
third Constitutional Convention in 1850, Shelby was repre­
sented by Andrew S. White and John \V. Johnstone; and in 
the fOllrth Constitutional Convention of 1890-9 J, by J. C. 

Beckham. 
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